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CORRESPONDENCE 

WITH  THE 

BRITISH  COMMISSIO]^£RS. 


SIERRA  LEONE-    (General.) 


\  V  No.  1. 

Pueount  Pabnerstan  to  His  Majesty's  CoinmissUmers. 

(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  15th  May,  1837. 

Your  Despatch  pfSlst  D^cember>*  1836>  together  with  other  Papers  upon 
the  subject  of  the  purchase  of  the  condenmed  slave- vessel>  the  ''  Esperanfa,'*  by 
Messrs.  Rae  and  Homell,  for  the  account  of  Pedro  Blanco  of  the  Gallmas,  has  been 
referred  to  His  Majesty's  Advocate-General,  with  whose  opinion  you  shall  be  cbljly 
made  acquainted. 

In  the  mean  time  I  have  to  inform  you,  that,  by  a  Despatch  from  His  Majesty's 
Consul  at  Cadiz,  it  appears  that  the  ^*  Esperan^a  '*  on  her  arrival  at  Cadiz,  wafl 
sold  to  a  merchant  ot  that  city  named  IVlatteu,  who  intends  employing  her  as  a 
packet  between  Cadia  and  the  Havanna. 

''No.  2.  'if' 

His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  f^scount  Pahnerston. — (Rec.  July  5th,  ^j^-) 
My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  9M  March,  1837. 

We  were  honoured  on  the  19th  instant  with  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  21st  January  last,  transmitting  the  original  Letter  addressed  by 
Edward  JoudfTe  to  HQs  Majesty's  Acting  Judge  at  Havana  on  the  21  st  July  last; 
and  beff  leave  to  state  that  we  shall  take  care  to  bring  forward  this  important 
Paper  m  a  proper  manner^  whenever  Edward  Jousiflfe  may  appear  here  and  be 
placed  on  his  trial  for  his  crimes. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  CAMPBELL. 

WALTER  W.  hJ^lB. 
The  Right  fton.  Ftscount  Pahnerston,  G.C.B.     <t;. 
gfc.  Sfc.  8fc.  '^^^ 


No.  3. 
His  Majesty's  Commissumer  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — (Received  June  24.) 
Mt  Lord,  ^  Sierra  Leone,  1st  May^  1837. 

Mt  colleague  in  the  Mixed  CJaMtei  Lieutenant-Governor  Campbell,  being 
still  absent  from  the  seat  of  Governml^C^  it  devolves  upon  me  to  report  to  your 

*  The  Despatch  here  rererred  ft  has  been  laid  beRnre  Parliament ;  Papers  of  1887,  Supplement 
No.  14.  p.  85. 
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2  SIERRA  LEONE.     (Genial.)  ^ 

^  liordship,  that  His  Majesty's  schooner  "  Pincher  '*  arrived  here  on  the  23d  ultimo, 
bringing  the  prisoner  Edward  Jousiflfe,  for  trial  for  breaches  of  the  Slave  T^e 
Abolition  Act.  ^. 

>  Jousiffe  was,  on  the  25th  ultimo,  brought  up  before  the  Local  Authorities  of  the  ^ 

Colony,  on  the  above-mentioned  charge,  and  the  witnesses  then  at  Freetown  appealed 
to  give  evidence  in  support  of  it.  From  the  lapse  of  time  which  had  taken  place 
between  the  collecting, of  those  witnesses;^in  Freetown  whose  evidence  was  consi- 
dered essential,  and  the  arrival  of  Jousiflfe,  many  of  those  persoujp  had  left  town  in 
pursuit  of  their  ordiwuy  avocations,  and  mjjtth  difficulty  and  delay  In  re-assembling 
them  has  been  the  consequence.  ^  > 

With  the  object  of  av(OTmg  a  want  of  evidence  in  this  case,  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment has  sent  off  this  morning  an  officer  to  the  Rio  Pongas  to  collect  witnesses, 
where  it  is  supposed  several  may  be  found  whose  testimony  may  prove  valuable. 

Every  exertion  is  being  used  to  bring  in'  from  the  liberated  African  vilWes  those 
persons  who  are  unlierstood  to  be  ca.pable  of  giving  testimony,  and  there  is  a  con- 
fident jbelid^,  that  in  a  few  days  a  dear  and  veiy  strong  caae  will  he  made  out  against 
Jousiflfe.  In  the  mean  while  he  is  remanded  from  time  to  time,  and  the  jratnesses, 
as  produced,  are  examined  on  the  days  when  the  prisoner  is  brough^i^,  which 
course  is  to  be  pursued  until  a  perfect  case  is  made  out  against  him,  when  he  will 
•be  conunitted  for  trial.    . 

It  is  hoped  that  by  ihe  end  of  the.  present  mo^ith  Jousaffie^'s  trial  vrill  have  taken 
place ;  the  result  of  which  the  Commiseiiiners  will  not  lose  a  moment  in  reporting 
to  your  Lordship. 

The  Africans  belonging  to  the  slave-sehooner  "  PrecwsOf'  stated  in  Mr.  Sch^n- 
ley's  Despatch  to  your  Lordship,  of  the  24th  August^Sast,  as  believed  to  have  •**  j j 

been  kidnapped  by  Jousiflfe,  not  having  arrived' with  the  prisoner  m  His  Majesty's 
^schooner  **  Pincher,"  as  the  Commissioners  had  been  led  to  expect  by  the  termi?  pf 
your  Lordship's  Despatchw^  them  on  this  subject,  the^^^were  induced  to  address 
Commander  Byng,  in  orderTo  learn  firom  him  the  cauie  Ijf  their  non-appearance 
tere.  Herewith  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  dsfiy  ef  ConmmiMdr  jj^rng's 
reply  to  the  application  in  question,  which  will  best  place  your  Lordahip  in 


'^ 


sion  of  the  cause  of  the  absence  of  such  apparently  important  witnaises. 

I  have,  8dc. 
(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LHWi& 

The  Bight  Han,  Viscount  PabnersUm,  G.CM.  5 

^c.  8fc.  8fc. 

Enclosure  i^To.  3. 
^  Commander  Byng  to  His  JWBtfv*^  Commissioners^ 

^F  His  M€^£9iy*s  schooner '*  TIbOmi^" 

OxKTLEMBN«  Sierra  Leone,  2bih  April,  18S7. 

In  reply  to  your  Letter  of  this  date,  respecting  the  qjip-appearance  of  the  negroes  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Scfaenley  4ib  being  on  taurd  tbe  ^'  Breema,'*  I  bftw  ta  acquaint  yaa.that  TAi.  iUcha^  Pridham» 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  **  Precvosa^*  was  sent  from  Jamaica  to  Honduras  in  His  Mijesty's  ship 
**  Wanderer,"  to  recognize  and  obtain  the  said  negroes,  but,  from  the  cholera  raging  at  that  port,  be 
^88  not  permitted  to  go  on  shore,  but  Captain  Dilke  had  been  informed  by  the  Governor  that  the  only 
>  ]perBon  whom  be  knew  would  be  likely  to  give  such  evidence  against  Jousiffe  had  died  two  or  three 

days  previous  to  their  arrival 

I  have,  Ac. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  BYNG, 

Commander. 
Tlie  British  Commissioners, 

t       — =- . f — : 

No.  4. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Mcyesty^s  Commissioners,  Sietra  Leone. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office  15th  July,  1837. 

«I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  12  Copies  of  Papers  marked  A. 
and  B.,  relating  to  the  Slave  Trade,  which  have,  this  day  been  presented  by  Hdr 
Majesty's  CJonunand  to  both  Houses  of  Pgrtiament.^ 

W^  Iam,&c. 

gSk.  Her  Mg^ty's  Commissioners,  (Signe^  PALMERSTON. 
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jt^  No*  5. 

^i^itf/u  Majesty's  Commissioner  to  Viscount  Pabnerston.— (Received  August  33.) 
Mt  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  llth  June,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  reporting  to  your  Lordship,  that  laeutenant-Govemor 
Campbell,  His  Majesty's  Acting  Goinmissioner  in  the  ^several  Mixed  Courts 
6Btablii^ed  here  for  the  repression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  under  the  Treaties  with 
Foreign  Powettr,  took  his  departure  hrace  for  England  on  tlMpl3th  instant. 

Arrangements  were  made  on  the  following  day  for  the  Governor,  pro  tenwa^e, 
assuming  the  vacant  office  in  the  Mixed  Courts,  whidi  was,  4i|owever,  renoered 
unnecessary  by  the  arrival  here,  from  London,  of  Colonel  Doherty,  the  successor 
of  Major  Campbell  in  this  command,  on  the  morning  of  the  15  th  instant. 

Colonel  Doherty  having  been  immediately  sworn  in  as  Grovemor,  shortly  after- 
wards tod£  the  oathd  of  office  as  His  Majesty's  Acting  Commtssioner  in  the  several 
Mixed  Courts ;  and,  at  a  public  sitting  yesterday  of  those  Courts,  His  Excellency 
was  didjynstallewHf  his  new  situation,  and  the  business  of  the  Commissions  imme* 
diately  pKiteeded  with. 

I  have   &LC 
(Signed)  '  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

IHie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


^\ 


No.  6. 


^ 


His  Mafesty*s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  Sept.  12.) 
My  Lqrd,  ^  Sierra  Leone,  30th  June,  1837. 

Wb  htflre  the  honour  to  forward  herewith,  for  your  Lordship's  informatioo, 
a  cwtified  Copy  of  the  Lost  of  slaves  registered,  in  the  Mixed  Courts  established 
in  this  Colo!fty,  from  the  1st  January,  1837,  to  the  30th  instant. 

The  number  so  registered  wa»  2,fi^  ;  and  the  number  emancipated  during  that 
perifod  was  3,210 ;  of  whom  203  were  landed  at  Honduras  from  the  Portuguese 
dsmhreBad  *'  Carhk^,^  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  registered  here,  and  51  died 
bc^tire  their  descriptions  could  be  taken  for  registration. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
TMlight  Hon.  Viscount  PahnerOon,  G.C.B.        ^ 
'         &c.  Sfc.  .   Sfc.  .r^' 


Enclosure  in  No.  6. — (Abstract.) 


.vtjp 


^- 

Numbes 
Regittezad. 

Namber  died 
before  Seffi». 
tmtioD»    but 
Emancipated 

Numbeff 

Gala  . 

IncompreheBsifel      .      .     . 
Paquete  de  Cabo  Verde  .     . 
Temerano      .     .     •     •     . 
Efperan^      .     •      .      «     « 
Joaephiaa      •      •     •      .      . 
Latona     ...... 

Dolores 

La  Payette 

Cobra  de  Afriea .     .     .     .^ 

49 

99 
&78 
484 
229 

89 
345 
318 
282 
438 

9b 

s 

18 
7 

•  . 
1 

2 

4 
3 
6 

49 
101 

58r 

452 
236 
89 
346 
320 
286 
441 
101 

2,956 

51 

3,007 

fJRfm.)---Nuiiiberregltterediiptotbe5thof  January,  1837 40,584 

n  ^       isam  tJM  5th  Jaouary  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1837     .     ,       2,956 

Total  .     .     48^0 
N,  B.  fe  ad&ion  to  the  foregoing  List  of  emandpated  sUves  registered  in  the  period  set  forth. 
Uierc  were  203  slaves  landed  from  on  board  tl^  Portuguese  schooner  "  Carlota,''  at  Honduras  aJ 
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Bunrivprs  of  who;n  were  emancipate^  Jby  Decree  ofv  the  British  and  Port^iwese  Coui*  of  Mixed 
C6mna«08ikm.    ''  ■   .•."'.      '-'  -^  - 

^*9iesryfetoJ^Hily*''l^attHc%^  isjatrue  sod  correct  Copy  of  the  orijrinal  List  of.ri^vek 

itgiiteredMld^iitonci^at^  by  the'Obttrts  eT^Mkced  Commissions «stabHshcd  at  Sierra  Leone  ilnder'^ 
the  Treaties  with  aBojreiffn  flwetH >fi«  pftteMliii^4he'iHicit'tnific  i^  fetavetf  daring  iSkt  period  f/^ld^' 
5^.d$ygfJwp«yitQ,theJ«(iiiy4^^^^  :; 

-,       ..,.I»^*a»fn|^n?IJesti|Why  wH^l^of  l.h^YCJ^^ 

Mited  Cbtnmiisicmd,  al  Freetown  In  dje  said  Colony/lhis  1st  day  of  J^Ty^  io  ifte  year 
of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  "htmdfed  ani  IhSrtytscTCn.       "       -    ' 

/i  J  ///  (L.  S.)  M.  L.  MELVILLE, 

Y  i  .K'ii:*  »•  !    )i  ;;.:•-  RegUtrar. 

No.  7. 


HU  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  Nov.  6.) 

(EaUnfct)  , ,  -/fxv  ,:  .,•/.-.  v  '  ':  • .  Sia^a,Ijeone,iSA^uAgU^  ISST.  :V^ 
We  have  received  youu  Lord^p's  Despatch  of  the  15th  May;^>  :a^,' 
beg  leave  to  thank  your  Lordship  for  the  information  contained  therein^VM  to  the 
arrii^al  and  sale,  at  Cadis:,  of  the  '*  E^era^5a/'  the  Briti^i  vessel  whose  departure 
hMce  for  that  port  we  had  the  honour  o^,  ootifying  to  your  Iiordship  on  tb^  31st 
of  kUt  December ;  and  also  fbr  your  Lordship'^  promise  that  we  -sn^lj  be  naade, 
acquainted  with  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty  s  AdVocate-General"  on  the/several 
Papers  rehttin^  to  fhfe  alleged  purchase  of  a  condemned  slave-vessel  by  Messrs, 
Rae  and  Hornell,  for  the  account  of  Pedro  Blanco  of  the  Galinas,  , 


I'lyi"    fn !   Ill     !■  ■   I  M        Ill  1    ■  I  > ill  iii  iij  11  ' 

,":';.,  ..       '';'.'  -No.  8.     '  ..     /,.  :         I..  ..M,^  i'.v.: 

HwMqjesijf's  Commissio»a^sto  FiscauntIkJn&9iok.i^(lliseeivedIfoveihb^rW^)  - 

MV  LoteD,  '      /ri  .        Sierriteonf  19^A  iiij^f,  l837f 

.  A  SGHOONEi^rbearing  the  fla^  of  the  Uwted  State§,  ^avwg  lately  visited  this  . 
port  under  circumstances  pfTa  su^icious  char^xrtiaA*,  .ajE^  ail;  th^  priiocipal;  nomoa 
upon  her  Papers  being  those  of  persons  knowo  to  hi^ve  been/en^f^ed  io  th^  SWe 
Trade  of  Cuba,  we  have  thought  it  our  duty  tp  lay.bafwre  ywr  £ordsbip  wchpM*! . 
ticulars  respecting  this  vessel  as  we  have  collected,  notwithsta^ouding  our  having' 
been  unabje  to  arrive  at  any  satisfactory  conclusion  las  to  her  real  ocoupatioa  0^ 
intentipns.,  _  .       ■\  ,         . 

The  schooner  "  ST^emi/e/- under  the  United  States'. colours,  arrived  in  thehi4^^ur 
of  Sierra^  Leone  oa  the  9tb  i'ni^aiitj  the  Master  of  her  declaring  that  he  bad  put  mto 
this  por^  in  consequence  of  a  wamt  of  wood  and  :water>  ia  his  voyage  from  Havanalu 
to  Galinas,    On  examination,  however,  the  Collector  found  that  there  Was  on  boaird' 
of  .the  schooner  far  more  .wood  than  could  have  been  required  duiing  the  time  she 
would  occupy  in  reaching  h^r. destination,  even  after  working  ittto  this  river;/ 
whilst  the  water  actually  on  bp^(I  would  have  a^dedl  galloa  daily  :JEbr  each 
person.  This  being  the  season  ^yhef^  the  very  heavy  rain  £alls,  gallons  mjght  have  been  * 
daily  caught  on  ilhe  schooner's  decl^  by  the  most  oommon  means ;  the  pretext  under 
which  she  came  in  was  therefore -soon  exposed.     A»  strict.  e)i4anwtttion  of  the  ves- 
sel and  cargo  was  made  by  tlie  Collector,  but  nothing  material  resulted  therefDOBi. 
After  shipping  lome  wood  andiwater^  she- sailed  on  the  14th  instant  for  G^MaaJ 

xrom  ter  vSKlt^  to  whiah  t^ie  Acting  Collector  of  Customs  w^s  so  obliging  aa^ 
to  allow  us  reference,  it  appears  she  was  called  the  pchooner  "  Terrible,''  and  said  • . 
to  be  of  40  tons  burthen.     She  had  no  regular.  Register  oo:  saUiag  lioeHee^  Ibut 
merely  a  Bill  of  Sale,  officially  authenticatdl,  from  one  of  the  Civil  Courtaiof  Ntwf 
Oflieans,  ^o  J036  Pjmts,  of  that  oity,  who  has  appeared  on  former  ocdaaions  «fi  ^he  '. 
seller,  pf  itessels.  piprchaaed  far  the  Slave  Trude  of  Cuba.  -■ 

Pjr^tsjcqnfligned  her  to  the  house  of  Pedro  Martines  and  Company,  of  Havtana  * 
(the  Owners* pfm*w  slave-vessels  which  hav^  been  reported),  who  detpattcbed'her, 
thence  on  an  ost^sible  voyage  to  tbe.Cape.de  Verde Maads<  under  the .  QWHaand 
of  Philip  Grinnel,  who  declared  himself  to  be  an  Englishman^,  but  to  hftVtt 
naturalized  hinMelf  as  an  American,  There  wds  lEngliahmao  amongst  the  6 
men*  of  whom  the  ^ew  consisted 

'^he  schooneT;'^  not  viait  the  Ca^  YeDdes,!  for  which  she  had  ckfiwed  do^ 
bu|wweat:a;9i»p,^thW|i^  ,;:     ! 
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In  tie  tietter  of  Instructions  from 'Martinez  and  Company  to  the  MasJbec^  the 
8clioonfft,jvh^  Wjftp  written  m  v«rf  bad  English,  the  Master  was  directed  to  con- 
sigBrUk^sdf  to  Pedro  j^odriguez  of  the  Galinas  (an  agent  tliere  fot  th^  im^ibly  of 
slave-abipsL  who  was,,  if  he  lavished  i^'  fo  'Hiaye  tjie,  yes^el^.a^t  biscQTOnjwid,^'.  aad 
i^^O^dj  ^^,deaii^^"  c^apgctiiB  ^l<)^r^*^he  Wft$»iQ  dii  .soiioir  kiimiil& •  iZ%^ 
fsr^WMwece;  in  tWsiCftfie  to  be  paid  off,  wiith  Sfnumtha  »d(Mtioilil  wag«J> '    ^   ^  ' 

The  lading  of  tbe  schooner  [consisted  of  BO>lfr^h)e^]llf..fiku^i«^^  53 
sUkSt  ](»«^^eji  of  tQt>iwjco^;i(  edtgc^  bV  iip  iB^ftii^s;^^^^  carrying 

:^j.fi7j:r.!  >i    /.          (/^i  .[>                  We  have,  &c. 
^in\.i^  A                                       (Signed)  R.  DOHERTY.  M 

The  Ristht  Hon.  H^^nt  Palmersion.  G.C.R WATiTER  W  LEWTS      W 

«»  ,oA  

HefM»Je^9Libniniikim0r9'i^^  Palmerston. — (Received  NovemhSr 

M*Ijd*t^,^^^'    •;    •  •       ^      '    /'[Sierra  I^i^ow\^Zd^e^^ 

"^Z'  '.^^.Wb!  beg  leave  to  make  reference^  the*  replies,  wliich*  we  have  had  the 
h^ft^iii^  of  ^dressing  to  your  Lor^k^  (^,1836,  ^nd  <rf  the  .preseat 

year^  oil  ibe  si^bject  of  tbe  d^^eiition  at  Havawa  h^  t^e  Briitiah.CommisfiioiKUv  Mr^ 
^nettiey,  of  the  notorious  Edwar^  Jckisiffe^  ^^nd  b|s  '^^ving,bf;en  ^nt  b^re  fenr.  trial 
fOT^Hi!^  pIFen^Qs  in  connew^     witb  the  Slaye.  Tr^deiof  the  Rio  PongoB;:ajid  jto* 
r^jpBrt*tb  your  Uords^^  that  ih^  tfial  of  tbat  man  pa?  at.  length  taken,  pitted* 
In  order  to  give  a  clear  accidunt  ot  this  man  since  his  arrival  here,  we  beg  leave 

to  rpp^M  ^^  y^^i^  Hf^Tiil"^^rj  t^^*  "^  Ti(f.j»4y\  «i m.  ^^  p; i».i ■»■>>>  »4TH--rTiti-  reach ' 

this  port  until  the  23d  of  last  April  vnth  the  .prisoner  "  Jousiffe,"  although  he  had 
been  seized  and  shipped  in  this  vessel  for  a  passage  hither  so  far  back  as  July  of 
la^str^m:  jifmd  Hbat  when' be  did  kmi^^  cbneiderable  ^difficulties  offered  themselves, 
in  mfJungouia  clear  and  strong  c^se  against  him,  to  the  Colonial  Autjhontiej^i 
beffaWe  whdrffflfe  Wis,  in  the  first  instance,  taken  for  examination^  owing  to  nearly 
alf 'th^'UlMeise^  in  thfe  Case,  who  hid  been  for  weeks  previously  collect  and 
k€^<^4n'  PreBtoWn,  in  daSy  ^^ectation  of  the  arrival  of  Jousiffe,  having  dispersed 
maetA^r^  %b  jmtme  th^ir  orqinary'  occupations  sd  as  to'procure  the  mean^  of  sul)- 
sist^sice;  tbe^Xio^rf  Qovernment  not  feeliiig  it§felf  authorised  to  grant  these' persons  ^ 

Tbw^*<rtMrtttdedWei*e,lioweyer,  gradually  overcome  by  the  effective  measut*es 
taken  by  the  executive  Government  for  obtaining  the  presence  of  the  required' Avit- 
neB«]||^^tod'httvJng=^<!ured  their  attendant  Mdgistmte  vrho  conducted 

tbey^(Jttiryi  iiptkitfe  wits  tilthnat^elj  fully  committed  on  ihfe  l7th  May  last  to  take 
hi#ntrittl,J  a«"fef  British  subject,  for  having  (^s  the  commitment  expresses),  iii 
pllieefir  beyond  the  jAnsdiction  of  this  Colony,  knowingly  aiid  wilfully  aided  and 
astlBte^ttt  catryingaT^,  conveying,  arid  i'etnoving  certaih  persons,  natives  of 
AiHoaj  'as^  -W^M  British  stobjects  as  others,  as  slaves,  or  for  flie  purpose  of  their  being 
intported  or  bi'ougb*  afif  sliives,  into  some  place  or  places  bfeyond  the  seas;  and  for 
tho^rpodi  bf  their  being  sold,  used,  and  dealt  with  as  slaves ;  and  fo;*  having  - 
abo  pvr^asedi  embarked,  received,  detained.  Or  confined,  or  a^siirted  ^n  ^o  dding, 
onwardl^fisOHMJ 'ship  or  vessel,  eertaih  nfirtiVe^  of  Africa,  as  well  Britislh  subjecitB 
as-wrtidtBy^bfa  ib^ihigh  s^fts  and  on  shore,  contiiftry  to  the  Statute. 

Re^btiAgtb^  emanc«}pated  negroes  of  the  Spanish  schooner  *^Ptecmay\  whoip 
IVfe  ^bebley  represented  ft)  your  Lordship  in  his  Despatch  of  the  24th  of 
Afagttst!,  1836;  W'  likely  to  be*  Abie  to  give  evidence  against  JbuiSiffe,  it  iras  com- 
in4Mcate<ll»i  ds  by  Conttnander  Byngon  his  arrival  hei-e  with  the  **  Pincher,"  in 
reply 4otoui<l»quirie8,  thai  Mr.  Pridham,  who  had  conducted  the  '^Pte\no9a!'  to; 
Honduras^  had  been  s^tfiymi  Jimmito  to  that  .settlement  in  Hi^  Majesty's  ship* 
"  Wanderer"  to  identify  the  p«^U  reqtiirefi;  but  from  the  cholera  raging  there  j^t 
thetfanel  bftheir  vi»itnd  riomrataniiwi^^as  allowed  with  the  ahbre.    The  Super*- ^ 
intendent  of  Hobduras,  however,  aequtflw  tlie  Commander  of  the  ''  Wdnderer,*^'/ 
thJ*illie  <mly  nj^grorha  kule^likefy  to  give  the  evidence  sotght  for,  had  died  of  l^e 
diaettii  alluded  tQM'  '  '  '    '      '  '       '         *  I   j 

Thel£  bkckirttljpilidn  boailkl  6f  th^  <'\P^'om,"  Irho  Were  called  iMc^^n^  andi' 
who  seemed  unwinn^  to  give  any  evidence  respecting  the  prisoner  JousiflfiL  or  t|m*'' 
vertrtiii  irf»ch  they  tewl  been  sefaed,  wheri  bisou^ht  before  Mr.  Sfehinley^.fftf 
vana,  proved  on  examination  here  to  be  natives  ot  the  Rio  P6ngi66,  lind  tMher  ^Ite^i'^  i 
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on  this  Coast  to  the  nordiward  of  the  Colony,  and  were  unable  or  jiinwiiling  (we 
tiunk  1^  lattei^)  te-give^ny  satisfactory  intimation..  Th^  were^^wever,  kept 
hei-e  until  the  prisoner  had  beeotllvfid,  in  the  hope  of  their  being  ultimately  useml 
in  the  proeeoution^  but  in  this  we  received  oajy.disappointment* 

About  the  time  of  Jousiffii's^^ommittal  for  trial  a  notification  reached  this  Colony, 
that  the  Chief  Justice  was  on  his  way  hither  from  England^  having  arrived  at 
the  Gambia,  a  dependency  of  this  pbce,  where  he  had  to  remain  to  hold  the 
Courts  of  that  setdement  This  had  the  effect  of  reUevii^  the  gentl^nan  who  was 
temporarily  acting  as  presiding  Judge  of  our  Law  Courts,  and  rendered  the  presence 
of  the  Chief  Justice  necessary  to  the  Courts  again  proceeding  in  their  ordinary 
^  course. 

As  it  was  doubtful  whether  an  opportunity  would  offer  for  the  Chief  Justice  to 
reach  this  Colony  at  an  early  date,  the  Govemnaent  called  upo^  the  Commander  of 
the  ''  Pincher"  (who  had  to  await  the  trial  of  Jousiffe^  b^g  a  witness  for  the 
prosecution)  to  proceed  to  the  Gambia  to  convey  the  Judge  hither  in  His 
Majesty's  schooner ;  wit^  which  requisition  Commander  Byng  readily  complied, 
and  left  the  harbour  accwdingly  on  the  20th  May  last. 

* '  No  communication  with  the  Gambia  took  place  between  that  time  and  the  3d 
ultimo,  when  a  merchant- vessel  arrived  here  from  that  settlement,  having  the  Chief 
Justice  on  board  as  a  passenger.  Of  the  f  Pincher,"  it  was  reported  that  she  had 
proceeded  to  England ;  and  Mr.  Pridiiam,  one  of  her  OflScers,  was  sent  down  in  the 
merchant* vesni  alluded  to  as  a  witness  to  prove  Jousiffe's  handwriting. 

An  accumulation  of  business  had  unavoidably  arisen  in  the  several  Jj^w  Courts 
through  the  long  absence  of  a  presiding  Judge,  and  the  Sessions  for  cnminal 
offences  did  not  in  consequence  comn^ence  until  the  5th  instant. 

On  the  7th  instant  a  true  Bill,  on  an  indictment  of  5  counts,  was  found  by  the 
Grand  Jury,  and  the  following  day  appointed  for  tlie  trial  by  the  Petty  Jury.  ^ 
When  the  preliminary  forms  had  been  gone  through,  and  the  Case  was  about  to 
be  entered  upon,  the  Counsel  for  the  prisoner  made  a  legal  objection  to  the  indict- 
ment, as  charging  the  prisoner  with  distinct  acts  of  felony,  and  the  Court  decided, 
after  hearing  argument,  that  the  Crown  prosecutw  must  make  his  election  as  to 
which  particular  offence  he  would  proceed  upon,  when  he  named  the  3/COimts  for 
the  minor  charge,  under  the  lOth  section  of  the  5th  George  IV.,  cap.  113;  the 
Court  having  previously  observed  that  there  was  some  legal  defect  in  the  wording 
of  the  2  counts  laid  for  the  capital  offence  under  the  9th  section  of  the  said  Act. 

The  witnesses  whom  the  Crown  prosecutor  brought  into  Court  to  support  the 
charge  in  which  he  proceeded  were  4  men  who  load  formed  part  of  the  cargo  of 
the  condemned  Portuguese  schooner  "  Nympha,''  viz.  William  March,  John 
Brown,  Mousa,  and  John  Macauley. 

March  proved  that  he  had  been  bought  by  Jousiffe  as  a  slave,  and  sold,  orH>^r- 
tered  in  exchange,  for  a  girl^ith  one  of  the  natives  of  the  Pongos. 

The  evidence  of  Mousa  and'Macaulay  established  their  having  been  purchased 
by  Jousiffe,  and  by  him  conveyed  to  John  Ormond's  factory,  whence  they  were 
embai4^ed in  the  "  Nymj^a'' 

John  Brown's  evidence  hm  to  the  effect  of  having  seen  12  slaves  in  irons  in  the 
premises  composing  Jousiffe  s  factory  or  mercantile  establishment. 

Other  witnesses  were  in  attendance,  but  not  called,  as  the  Crown  prosecutor 
thought  the  testimony  of  those  above-mentioned  sufficient  to  support  the  indict- 
ment; 

An  European  re^dent,  named  George  Sanson,  swore  to  the  prisoner  Jousiffe 
having  admitted  to  him  that  he  was  an  Englishman,  at  the  time  when  the  pri- 
soner and  the  witness  were  in  the  employment  of  a  Mr*  Parker  of  this  Colony. 

Mr.  Parker^  a  respectable  coloured  trader  in  this  river,  deposed  to  nothing  mate- 
rial in  support  of  the  prosecution.  Indeed  his  testimony  was,  as  far  as  it  went, 
favourable  to  the  prisoner ;  of  whom  he  stated,  that  when  in  the  employ  of  himself 
and  partner,  in  the  year  1826,  at  the  Rio  Nunez,  he  had  redeemed  with  his 
employers*  goods  a  boy  from  slavery.  With  this  witness's  evidence  the  Case  for 
the  Crown  dosed.  ^\ 

For  the  defence  it  was  ingeniously  attempted  to  establish  that  Jousiffe  had  ke{rf; 
a  school  in  the  Rio  Pontes,  in  addition  to  dealing  in  the  articles  of  lawful  produce 
only  which  that  river  afiords,  and  to  have  refused  several  offers  to  trade  in  slaves 
made  b\^  the  natives.  Three  Mandingo.nien  were  put  into  the  witness's  box  for 
this  Iwk|p6«  Their  testimony,  however,  was  very  defective  in  point  of  time,  as  ia 
their  sPHty  to  clear  their  friend,  one  of  them,  who  had  a  singular  knowledge  for  an 
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Afncanof  the  European  mode  of  Mlculatiiig  time,  declared' tlui|j|lie  and  JousiiFe 
were  iiving  together  in  the  Pongos,  when  Mr.  Lewis  knew  liie.'prisoner  to  have 
.been  a  domesnc  of  the  Jate  General  Ttfber.  One  of  these  witnesses  particularly 
alluded  to  a  light-coloured  man,  said  to  be  a  Foulab,  bearii^  a  similar  name  to  the 
prisoner,  who  IS  a  great  slave-deal^odlb  allusion  apparent^- intended  to  support 
the  assertion  made  in  the  defence,  ^mt  the  prisoner  had  been  mistaken  for  this 
Foulah  tiirough  their  names  being  alike.  Of  the  prisoner's  identity,  however,  the 
witne^es  for  the  prosecution  had  remowfl  all  doubt. 

A  fourth  Mandingo  mtfb,  who  had  resided  a  month  with  Jousiffe  at  his  factory 
in  the  Pongas  about  4  years  since,  stated  he  had  never  seen  slaves  there ;  and  a 
fifth  man  deposed,  that  on  paying  a  visit  to  Jousiffe  he  had  neither  seen  slaves  at 
his  establishinent,  nor  any  offer  made  to  the  prisoner  to  purchase  any. 

William  Brown,  a  liberated  African,  the  person  alluded  to  by  the  witness 
Parker,  as  having  been  redeemed  by  the  prisoner  from  slavery  in  the  Iteo  Nunez, 
was  produced,  and  gave  eviilence  to  that  effect.  This  witness  said  that  his 
redemption  took  place  about  8  years  since,  which  was  most  probably  incorrect, 
as  Mr.  Parker  had  stated  on  his  examination  that  it  occurred  in  1826.  Brown 
i^Hl^red  to  be  a  perfectly  credible  witness. 

The  occurrence  to  which  he  testified  was,  however,  of  date  long  prior  to  the 
xiegular  settlement  of  Jousiffe  in  the  Pongos. 

John  Thompson,  also  a  liberated  African,  was  ^ the  last  witness  called  for  the 
defence.  He  swore  that  he  was  sold  into  sla1*ry  by  Duncan  Campbell,  Tom 
Cooke,  and  othersaihdWas  afterwards  redeemed  by  Jousiffe  in  the  Rio  Pongas ; 
whence  !le  was  seroro  Sierra  Leone  by  the  prisoner,  after  he  had  remained  at  his 
factory  for  a  period  of  3  months.  Of  the  parties  concerned  in  conveying  this 
witness  into  slavery,  he  added,  that  DuncarrtUftmpbell  and  Tom  Cooke  were  tried 
and  executed  in  November,  1831. 

That  portion  of  this  witness's  statements  which  applied  to  the  above-named 
conviction  of  {^Campbell  and  Cooke  appears  confirmed  by  the  Records  of  the 
Colony ;  but  of  the  other  portion  no  corroboration  could  be  found. 

The  date  of  this  alleged  occurrence,  your  Lordship  will  observe,  must  have  been 
soon  after  the  condemnation  of  the  Portuguese  schooner  "  Nympha/'  in  December, 
1830,  and  at  a  time  when  the  name  of  the  prisoner  was  constantly  publicly 
spoken  of  in  connexion  with  the  shipping  of  the  slaves  seized  outboard  of  that 
vessel. 

It  is,  therefore,  somewhat  strange  that  so  unexpectednan  act  of  humanity  from 
Jousiffe  as  the  one  under  notice  should  not  have  been  made  public.  Had  it  been  so, 
some  one,  at  least,  of  the  public  Officers  who  were  here  at  that  date  would  have  a 
recollection  of  the  occurrence ;  but  none  of  the  persons  of  whom  we  have  inquired 

er  heard  of  it.  We  cannot  imagine  that  Jousiffe's  friends  would  have  been  silent 
upon  the  subject  at  that  particular  moment ;  and  the  inference  cannot,  therefore, 
but  be  unfavourable  to  the  character  of  the  statement.         ^>     -  * 

TTie  public  Prosecutor  did  not  reply  on  the  closing  of  tflpiefence. 

The  statements  of  the  two  witnesses,  who  had  been  redeemed  by  Jousiffe,  pro- 
duced a  very  favourable  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  Jury  by  whom  he  was 
tried,  and  induced  them,  when  giving  a  verdict  of  '•  Gri|||ty,"  strongly  to  recommend 
the  prisoner  for  mefcy.  The  decision  of  the  Jury  wa^s  not  given  untU  after  some 
length  of  time  had  been  occupied  in  the  consideration  of  their  verdict,  and  was  not 
received  by  the  Court  until  1 1  o'clock  at  night :  the  sentence  was,  in  consequence, 
delayed. 

In  the  mean  time,  on  the  14th  instant,  another  indictmSnt  was  preferred  against 
the  prisoner  for  the  offence  of  granting  a  Promissory  Note,  under  date  of  July  3d, 
1830,  to  pay  to  Francisco  Morales  three  prime  slaves  (a  Paper  mentioned  in  the 
Report  ol  the  Case  of  the  "  Nt/mpha'') ;  and  the  Grand  Jury  returned  thereon  a 
true  Bill. 

The  Crown  Prosecutor  named  the  1 8th  instant  for  bringing  on  the  trial  for  this 
offence ;  but  as,  at  the  opening  of  the  Court  on  that  day,  the  prisoner  was  brought 
up  under  his  previous  conviction,  and  received  a  sentence  of  14  years'  transportation, 
the  full  term  permitted  by  the  law,  the  Queen's  Advocate  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  proceed  further  against  the  |ll|fe|pier,  and  declined  prosecuting  under  the  second 
BiflMttd  agai^^him.  ^  ^ 

e  sakeWiKxample  in  Sierra  Leone,  it  seems  almost  a  matter  of  regret  that 
punishment  could  not  have  been  awit4ed  which  would  have  taken  effect  here 
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6  SIERilA  LEONE.    (General.) 

The  nature  of  ilufljHiMRbinent  of  transportation  18  far  from  b^g  understood  among 
the  population  ^this  infant  Colony ;  and  the  benefit  to  be  expected  from  the 
public  punishment  liere  of  so  notorious  an  offender  as  JousiSe  wiu,  we  fear,  cease 
cm  his  departure  hence  for  some  penal  settlement. 

In*  Mr.  Schenley's  Despatch  to  your  JLcHship,  of  the  30th  July  last, 
respecting  J6usiffe*s  seizure,  that  gentleman  mentions  his  haying  communicated 
with  us  upon  this  subject ;  and  we  now  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  tJiat 
we  hare,  in  replying  to  that  Letter,  g^en  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at 
Havana,  a  full  account  of  the  arrival  here  of  Jousiffe,  as  well  as  of  the  manner  in 
which  his  trial  was  conducted  and  has  terminated. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
ne  Bight  Hon.  Visoount  PalmerHon,  G.  C.  B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 
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f/t>  Majesty^  Cajnmissioners  to  f^iscouni  r turner sion.— (Received  -^r^^Sfetf?) 
My  Lord,  Sienna  Leone,  18th  January  1837. 

With  this  Despatch  we  have  the  honour  of  handing  to  your  Lordship  our 
Report  of  the  Case  of  the  Spanish  brig,  "  San  Nicolas,''  Angel  Calsamilia,  Master, 
condemned,  on  the  2d  instant,  for  being  unlawfuDy  equipped. 

The  ''  San  Nicolas'"  was  detained  by  His  Majesty's  brig  "  RoUa,"  at  anchor  at 
the  Sea-bar,  in  the  river  Sherbro,  where  she  had  been  laying  for  the  previous  six 
months,  without  any  apparent  object ;  as,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  water  casks, 
and  some  pieces  of  plank,  she  was  entirely  empty,  though  the  Master  of  her  declared 
he  was  preparing  to  go  to  sea. 

The  Commander  of  the  "  RoUa,"  in  his  Declaration,  stated,  that  he  seized  the  * 
"  San  Nicolas,"  for  having  more  bulkheads  than  requisite  for  her  as  a  merchant 
vessel ;  a  small  portion  of  a  slave  deck  and  fittings  ;  and  hatches,  with  open  gratings, 
the  last  of  which  charges  only  the  evidence  produced  was  sufficient  to  establish,  and 
upon  which  she  was  ultimately  declared  to  be  a  good  prize  to  the  Governments  of 
Great  Britain  and  Spain. 

The  unlawful  hatch  of  this  vessel  was  one  of  rather  a  peculiar  description ;  it  was, 
in  fact,  a  fore  and  a  main  hatch  placed  together,  and  forming  one  hatch,  or  hatch- 
way, of  a  very  extraordinary  size,  even  for  a  slave  vessel.  This  circumstance  sug- 
gested a  novel  point,  as  to  the  application  of  the  first  section  of  the  Equipment 
Article,  which  declares  that  suspected  vessels  must  have  hatches  of  the  kind  pro- 
hibited ;  whereas,  in  this  instance,  there  was  but  one.  In  giving  our  decision 
herein,  we  observed,  that  were  we  to  admit  that  strict  and  literalreading  of  the  part 
of  the  Treaty  referred  to,  which  would  place  this  vessel  beyond  its  operation,  we 
should  thereby  entirely  lose  sight  of  the  spirit  of  the  Treaty,  and  render  it,  to  a 
certain  extent,  a  nullity.  We,  therefore,  stated  our  conviction,  that  the  equipment 
of  the  "  San  Nicolas,"  in  respect  to  her  large  main  hatch,  brought  Her  within  the 
meaning  of  the  first  part  of  the  Equipment  Article. 

The  Master  entirely  failed  in  proving  her  to  have  been  engaged  in  a  lawful 
voyage ;  as  we  think  will  fully  appear  in  the  Report  of  this  Case,  where  we  have 
given  our  reasons  at  length  for  this  conclusion. 

We  hope  that  our  reading  of  the  first  part  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty,  as 
applied  in  this  instance,  will  be  considered  by  your  Lordship  as  according  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  Convention ;  and,  as  a  different  construction  would  have  led  to  the 
inconsistency  of  our  defeating  the  declared  object  for  which  the  solemn  compact  in 
question  was  entered  into,  we  felt  unable  to  take  any  other  view  than  tlie  one  upon 
which  we  have  acted. 

Throughout  the  course  of  this  vessel's  employment  under  her  late  ]\Iaster,  her 
proceedings  have  been  of  a  very  suspicious  character.  On  leaving  the  Port  of 
Trinidad  de  Cuba,  to  which  she  belonged,  instead  of  pursuing  the  route  given  in  her 
official  Papers,  and  proceeding  to  St.  Paul  de  Loando,  she  went  to  New  York,  and 
the  rig  of  the  vessel  was  there  changed  from  that  of  a  schooner  to  a  brig,  which  she 
was  when  brought  in  here.  Subsequently,  she  went  to  Danish  St.  Thomas,  where 
a  new  crew  was  shipped,  and  the  cargo  brought  to  the  Sherbro  was  embarked. 
From  the  time  of  her  departure  from  Cuba  she  had  but  one  Officer  (the  Boat- 
swain), besides  the  Master,  an  arrangement  which  is  extremely  unusual,  even  in 
small  vessels.  The  prevarication  of  the  Master  as  to  where  the  voyage  would  ter- 
minate was  very  pointed,  and,  when  connected  with  the  numerous  other  questionable 
circumstances  of  the  Case,  led  to  a  conviction  of  the  '*  San  Nicolas,"  having  been 
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engaged  ia  a  prohibited  pursuit,  and  which  could  on  thisCoast  have  only  been  the 
Slave  Tqtde. 

The  *'  San  Nicolas'*  was  an  American  built  vessel,  and  formerly  bore  the  name 
of  "  Grande  Marie,'*  when  she  was  in  the  Columbian  service  as  a  Privateer. 

^A^A  |1AV4>    &C 

(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

H.  CAMPBELL. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.      ^.       Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  J  0. 


Report  of  the  Case' of  the  SpanUh  brig^"^*  San  Nicolas,'*  Angel  Calsamilia^  Master. 
This  is  the  Case  of  a  vessel  found  under  Spanish  colours,  and  with  the  Papers  hereunder  mentioned, 
Bhowmg  that  she  belonged  to  the  Port  «f  Trinidad  de  Cuba : 

1.  A  Royal  Passport,  No.  185,  dated  26th  October,  1835,  stating  that  the  brig  was  bound  on  a 
lawful  commercial  voycige  to  St.  Paul  jle  Loando,  New  York,  and  SU  Thomas.  The  usual  prohibitioii 
against  engaging  in  the  Slave  Trade  is  on  Che  back  of  the  Passport. 

2.  Muster-roll,  and  Arm  Lictnee  for  28  men,  and  6  guns,  2  12-pounders,  3  IS-pounders,  and  1 
4-pounder.  It  is  peculiar  that  in  this  Holl  ^e  Master  and  Boatswain  are  the  only  Officers  mentioned 
to  belong  to  so  large  a  vessel  and  crew. 

The  Endorsements  on  this  Document  are  dated  at  the  Spanish  Consulate  at  New  York,  on  the  4th, 
and  27th  February,  1986,  and  describe  that  the  vessel  arrived  there  on  the  21st  November,  1835 ;  that 
many  changes  had  taken  place  amongst  the  crew ;  and  that  the  rig  of  the  vessel  had  been  changed 
firom  that  of  a  schooner  to  a  brig. 

3.  Is  a  Muster-roll,  showing  that  the  ''  San  Nicolas^'  eleared  out  firom  Danish  St.  Thomas,  on  the 
28th  April,  1836,  having  still  23  men  on  board. 

4.  Bill  of  Health,  from  New  York,  dated  2nd  February,  1836. 

5.  A  similar  Document  from  St  Thomaa,  dated  €7th  April,  1836. 

6.  Custom-house  permit  for  departure  from  St  Thomas,  dated  28th  April,  1836,.  and  sUting  the 
detained  vessel  was  bound  to  St  Paul  de  Loando. 

7.  A  Log-book,  written  occasionally  in  Spanish,  but  chiefly  in  French ;  bearing  date  from  the  28th 
April,  to  the  7th  June,  1836,  and  describing  a  voyage,  direct  from  Danish  St  Thomas  to  the  river 
Sherbra 

From  these  Papers  it  appears,  that  the  "  San  Nicolas'*  did  not  proceed  fro^i  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  to 
St.  Paul  de  Loando,  which  is  the  first  Port  named  in  the  destination  assigned  to  her  in  the  Royal 
Passport,  but  went  first  to  New  York,  and  then  to  Danish  St.  Thomas;  the  other  2  places  mentioned 
in  that  Document  Ultimately  she  came,  as  before  stated,  to  the  river  Sherbro  j  at  which  place  she 
was  found  lying  at  anchor,  by  Lieutenant  Glasse,  Commander  of  Her  Majesty  s  brig,  **  RoUa,"  who, 
conceiving  her  to  be  fitted  for  the  Slave  Trade,  detained,  and  sent  her  here  for  adjudication. 

The  Marshal  to  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court,  reported,  in  the  usual  manner,  the  arrival  of 
this  vessel  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  nftimo. 

On  the  12th  December,  the  Captor's  Proctor  brought  in  the  Papers  of  the  said  veweU  duly  authen- 
ticated by  the  Captor ;  at  whose  instance  the  Monition,  calling  upon  all  parties  interested  to  aj)pear, 
went  forth,  and  the  witnesses  produced  were  ordered  for  examination. 

The  Declaration  of  Lieutenant  Glasse  states  that,  on  the  2d  of  I)ecember  1836,  being  at  the 
Sea-bar,  an  outlet  of  the  Sherbro  river,  he  detained  the  brig  or  vessel  named  the  "  San  Nicolas.** 
sailing  under  Spanish  colours,  mtned  with  4  guns,  1$.  and  9-pounder8,  commanded  by  Angel 
Calsamilia,  who  declared  her  to  be  bound  from  St,  Thomas  to  Trinidad;  and  that  he  bad  detained 
her  for  having  hatches  with  open  gratings  instead  of  Hb^  close  hatches,  which  are  usual  in  merchant- 
vessels,  and  also  for  having  divisions  or  bulk-heads  in  the  hold  in  greater  number  than  necessary 
for  a  vessel  engaged  in  lawful  trade,  and  having  also  a  small  portion  of  a  slave-deck  and  fittings  for 
the  same,  being  contrary  to  the  10th  Article  of  the  Spanish  Treaty  of  the  28th  of  June,  1835. 

A  Commission  of  Survey  of  the  detained  vessel  was  issued  at  the  request  of  the  Captor's  Proctor, 
in  order  to  support  the  statements  of  illegal  equipment  contained  in  the  Declaration  respecting  the 
seizure,  the  first  Report  under  which  was  made  on  the  13th  ultimo ;  an  addition  to  it  was  subsequently 
made  on  the  22d,  to  clear  up  some  points  which  the  Captor  considered  essential  to  his  case ;  and  a 
second  on  the  30th  ultimo,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  The  subsUnce  of  these  three  Reports; 
which  we  have  embodied,  is  as  follows : — ^The  Surveyors  found  tl«  main-hatchway  larger  than  usually 
seen  on  board  merchant-vessels  of  the  class  oC  the  detained  brig,  fitted  with  hatches  of  wood-grating 
boarded  over.  It  bore  no  marks  of  recent  enlargement  on  the  fore-part,  but  the  after-part  of  the 
coamings  appeared  to  have  been  repaired  a  long  time  since.  The  fore-part  of  the  present  main- 
hatchway  appeared  to  be  in  the  place  where  the  fore-hatchway  usually  is  in  vessels  of  her  class;  and 
the  said  main-hatchway  was  about  the  size  of  a  fore  and  main-hatchway  together,  of  the  description 
usually  seen  in  merchant-vessels  of  her  size  :  thegratinp^  of  the  said  hatchway  appeared  to  have  been 
boarded  over  about  4  months.  There  was  no  fore-hatchway,  but  the  fore-scuttle  (or  entrance  from 
the  deck  into  the  fore-castle),  was  fitted  for  an  open  gratiBg,  which  was,  however,  not  found  on  board ; 
the  after-hatch  not  larger  than  usual.  Two  scuttles  cut,  one  on  each  side  of  the  deck  a  little  before 
the  main-mast  but  Which  appeared  to  have  been  some  time  boarded  up ;  a  bulk-head  dividing  fore- 
castle from  main-hold,  one  dividing  the  main  from  the  after-hold,  and  another  separating  the  former 
Captain's  cabin  fi"om  the  after-hold.  The  division  or  bulk-head,  dividing  the  main  from  after-hold 
or  steerage,  was  not  a  temporary  one,  but  appeared  firmly  fixed  and  to  have  been  nailed  a  considerable 
time,  and  was  such  an  one  as  is  usually  seen  in  merchant-vessels ;  and  the  Surveyors  believed  the 
said  after-heW  to  have  been  intended  for  a  steerage.  Found  a  large  openinjj:  (not  a  doorway)  and 
two  small  scuttles  or  windows  in  the  bulk-head,  dividing  Captain's  lower  cabin  from  the  steerage. 
The  large  cabin  on  deck  had  a  scuttle  communicating  with  the  cabin  below,  and  through  the  steerage 
with  the  main-hold,  making  in  all  one  hatchway  and  two  scuttles,  besides  the  main-hatchway.    The 
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tchway  was  not  fii^for  gratings.    The  survByoers  were  of  opinion,  that  the  number  of  buTk- 
heJHTwas  not  ip  greater  ■K^r  below  than  was  necessary  fur  such  a  vessel  enga^cLon  tbe  coast  of 
Africa  in  a  lawful  trading T^i^P    A  shifting  or  unnailcd  deck  laid  in  the  fore-caalVoc  fore-part  of 
the  hold  ;  and  5  pieces  of  spare  pl%|^,  in  all  about  70  feet,  were  also  found  on  board ;  the  planks  were 
■;  not  marked  or  numbered.     The  Wffveyors  were  of  opinion  that  the  plank  was  intended  for  repairing 

the  vessel.  The  height  from  the  deck  in  the  fore-castle  to  t^  deck-beams  was  2  feet  8  inches.  There 
were  observed  on  aach  gidt  pf  the  bold  marks  where  cleat^ad  been  nailed,  which  cleats  appeared  to 
have  been  some  time  removed.  The  height  from  the  sai^leat-noarks  to  the  deck  beams  was  3  feet. 
Two  leaguers  and  two  puncheons  only  wereijn  board,  and  which  formed  an  unusually  small  number 
of  casks  for  a  vessel  of  her  class;  they  were,  in  all,  capable  of  containing  about  74p  gallons  of  water, 
'^  quantity  not  sufficient  for  her  crew.  The  two  leaguers  were  filled  with  salt  water,  and  contained 
1 1*  about  biQ  gallons.     The  puncheons  were  empty.     The  cabou^e  was  larger  thao  usually  seen  on  board 

merchant- vessels  of  her  class,  the  back  of  which  was  fitted  for  a  large  boiler.     The  Surveyors  were  of 
opinion  thtit,from  the  present  appearance  (>f  this  cabouse,  it  had  been  in  use  about  4  years,  and  that 
*  the  back  part  of  it  was  fitted  to  receive 'V  boiler  sufficiently  capacious  to  cook,  at  one  time,  enough 

provi^ons  for  a  meal  for  400  slaves. 

The  witnesses  in  preparatory,  produced  by  the  seizor's  Proctor,  were  the  Master  of  the  detained 
vessel  and  two  of  his  seamen,  who  were  all  examined  by  the  Registrar,  on  the  19th  ultimo,  on  the 
standing  as  well  as  on  the  special  interrogatories. 

The  Master,  Angel  Calaamilia,  deposed  as  follows: — '*  He  w^^bom  at  San  Augualtn,  in  Florida; 
has  lived  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  for  the  last  11  years ;  has  never  served  anf  state  but  Spain,  and  is  not 
married.      He  appointed  himself  to  the  command;   received   possession  in  Trinidad  de  Cuba  in 
^  October,  1835,  from  Joan  Martin  Hidalgo,  a  resident  of  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  and  a  Spanish  subject ; 

^B  first  saw  the  vessel  there  and  then;  believes  «he  was  built  at  Baltimore.     He  was  prea^nt  when  the 

V  vessel  was  captured ;  does  not  know  for  what  reason  sh^  was  detained  ;  had  no  colours  but  Spanish. 

The  vessel's  name  is  '  San  Nkolas;'  believes  she  was  formerly  called  '  Gran  Mariay  but  cannot,  say 
when;  she  is  226  or  227  tons  burthen,  and  had  22  officers  and  mariners  exclusive  of  witness,  all 
Spaniards  except  a  few  mariners,  whom  he  believes  belonged  to  St.  Thomas'  (West  Indies) ;  all  shipped 
and  hired  by  witneds  in  April  last,  except  tivp  mariners  whom  he  had  hired  at  Trinidad  in  October, 
1835.  None  of  the  officers  or  mariners  had  any  interest  in  the  vessel ;  there  is  no  cargo ;  was 
Master  on  board  ;  there  was  no  passenger  except  the  man  who  is  acting  cook,  whose  name  is  Luis  ; 
took  the  said  Luis  on  board  at  St.  Thomas*,  on  condition  that  he  worked  his  passage  to  St.  'Paul  de 
Loaudo.  The  present  voyage  commenced  at  Trinidad ;  cannot  say  where  it  was  to  have  ended,  as  he 
was  under  the  direction  of  the  Supercargo,  Pedro  Lafarque;  the  last  clearing  porl  was  St.  Thomas' 
(West  Indies) ;  from  Trinidad  the  vessel  went  to  New  York,  in  ballast,  and  from  thence  with  a  freight 
of  merchandize  to  St  Th(^mas';  and,  having  discharged  the  cargo  there,  took  another  freight,  from  a 
diflerent  party,  of  powder,  muskets,  cutlasses,  &c.,  for  St.  Paul  de  Loando ;  from  St.  Thonfas'  the 
"V"  vessel  then  proceeded  to  Sea-bar,  where  the  cargo  was  landed,  and  ihe  Supercargo  went  ashore  to 
trade.  He  first  saw  the  capturing  vessel  about  8  days  after  her  boats  had  seized  the  '  San  Nicolas  ;* 
capture  took  place  on  the  2d  of  December,  while  the  vessel  lay  at  anchor  in*  Sea-bar.  There  are 
4  guns  mounted ;  and  about  40  or  45  muskets  were  purchased  with  the  vessel  at  Trinidad,  for  defence 
against  pirates ;  does  not  know  what  -quantity  of  cutlasses  and  ammunition  there  might  be ;  there 
was  no  resistance  made ;  there  were  my  instructions  to  make  any,  or  to  avoid  or  escape  capture,  or  to 
conceal  or  destroy  any  of  t^e  vessel's  papers.  He  is  himself  sole  owner  of  the  vessel ;  resided  at 
Havana  before  be  livel  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba.  There  was  a  BiTT  of  Sale  from  Juan  Martin  Hidalgo 
to  witness,  dated  in  October  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  ;  does  not  recollect  the  witnesses  names.  The  said 
Document  witness  had  with  him ;  but  some  time  before  he  was  captured,  whilst  confined  to  his  bed 
with  fever,  his  trunk  was  broken  open  and  the  Papers  named  taken  out ;  the  price  of  the  vessel  was 
2,000  dollars,  paid  in  cash,  and  was  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  vessel ;  the  sale  vrite  a  true  one,  and  the 
vessel  will  belong  to  witness  if  restored,  and  to  no  other  person ;  there  was  no  private  agreement. 
There  is  no  cargo  on  board.  The  cargo  shipped  at  St.  Thomas*,  witness  believes  was  the  property  of 
the  Supercargo,  Lafarque,  as  he  laded  it  and  hired  the  vessel ;  believes  I^afarque  to  be  a  resident  of 
Porto  Rico,  but  knows  nothing  further  about  hiw.  The  lading  from  New  York  to  St.  Thomas'  was 
chiefly  bales  of  cloth.  This  is  tlie  first  voyage  witness  has  been  in  the  vessel,  and  knows  nothing*of 
her  former  voyages.  The  Papers  delivered  up  were  all  true  and  fair.  No  Papers  were  concealed, 
destroyed,  or  made  away  with  to  his  knowledge.  He  cannot  say  whether  there  are  any  Papers  in  any 
coanti^ elating  to  the  vessel  or  cargo.  The  Bill  of  Sale,  Charterparty,  Registro,  and  some  other 
Papers  which  he  does  not  particularly  recollecl,  were  stolen,  as  he  has  already  stated,  while  he  was  ill ; 
but  he  does  not  know  by  wh^m  they  were  taken  or  whether  they  were  destroyed.  The  Charterparty 
was  between  witness  *nd  Hidalgo  (on  behalf  of  Lafarque)  for  5,500  dollars  :  it  was  dated  at  Trinidad 
de  Cuba  in  1SS5.  The  vessel  is  not  insured ;  does  not  know  if  tjhe  cargo  was.  The  vessel  was  under 
the  management  of  the  Supercargo  in  regard  to  her  trade.  Bulk  was  broken  at  Sea-bar,  and  the 
cargo  landed, 

•*  The  hatches  are  fitted  with  gratings  of  wood,  but  they  are  boarded  over ;  cannot  say  what  the 
gratings  were  for;  has  heard  the  vessel  was  once  a  Columbian  privateer,  and  supposes  the  hatches 
were  grated  on  account  of  the  *  number  of  the  crew.'  The  coamings  of  the  hatchways  are  bored, 
but  there  are  no  iron  bars  for  securing  the  hatches.  There  is  a  round-house  on  deck,  and  there  are 
the  bulk-heads  of  the  cabin  and  forecastle  below.  There  are  two  or  three  planks  on  board,  does  not 
know  their  description,  they  are  not  fitted  to  any  place,  and  were  intended  for  necessary  repairs. 
There  is  no  part  of  a  slave-deck  laid ;  the  floor  of  the  forecastle  is  a  moveable  one,  but  was  not 
intended  or  fit  for  a  slave-deck ;  the  place  below  was  used  for  slowing  blocks,  ropes,  and  other  stores. 
There  were  no  shackles,  bolts,  or  handcuffs.  There  were  only  four  water  casks,  and  there  were  no 
other  means  of  conveying  water;  cannot  say  how  much  water  the  said  casks  might  contain.  There 
were  twelve  or  fourteen  bundles  of  staves  cleared  from  St.  Thomas*  for  palm-oil ;  they  were  sent  ashore 
at  Sea-bar  with  the  rest  of  the  cargo ;  they  were  entered  in  the  Registro  which  was  stolen,  but  no 
security  was  given  at  the  Custom-house,  none  was  required,  lie  does  not  know  how  many  mess  tins 
there  might  be ;  thinks  about  two  or  three.  There  was  only  one  boiler  on  board  for  the  use  of  the 
creW)  and  fit  for  no  other  purpose ;  cannot  state  the  size ;  the  cabouse  is  made  to  receive  a  large 
boiler,  but  there.has  never  been  one  since  witness  purchased  the  vessel ;  supposes  the  cabouse  must 
have  been  made  so  on  account  of  the  number  of  the  crew  of  the  vessel  when  she  was  a  privateer. 
There  was  a  very  small  quantity,  about  half  a  bushel,  of  rice  on  board.'* 
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Louis  Courent,  one  of  the  seamen  of  the  detained  vessel,  cooiirnied  by  his  evideaee  the  blaster's 
testimony  in  the  most  important  |)oint8,  and  particularly  as  regarded  the  ^'  San  NiehoUu^*  ?oi"g  direct 
from  St.  Thomas'  in  the  West  Indies  to  Sea-bar,  and  there  landing  the  outward  cargo,  and  its  alle^i^ed 
Owner,  Lafarque..  This  witness  contradicted  the  Master  as  to  Lafarque's  place  of  r^dence,  which 
he  declared  was  St.  Thomas'.  He  also  knew  more  of  theires^ers  history  than  her  Master  and  alleged 
Owner,  stating  that  he  first  saw  her  in  1832,  when  sHe  was  a  Columbian  privateer,  and  named 
*'  Grande  Marie,^'     Of  the  vesscrs  papeVs,  Courent  swore  he  was  totally  ignorant. 

In  reply  to  the  special  questions  touching  the  vessel's  equipment,  Gourent  deposed  similarly  to  the 
Master ;  excepting  as  to  the  number  of  water^casks,  of  which  he  stated  thacfs  were  never  more  than 
5  altogether,  1  of  which,  of  150  gallons,  had  been  sent  ashore  at  Sea-bar  to  the  Supercargo,  leaving  4 
on  board. 

Jos^  Cordovo,  the  other  seaman  produced  as  a  witness,  was,  like  the  previous  one,  embarked  at  St. 
Thomas'.  He  appeared  io  be  very  ignorant  of  th&afiairs  of  the  vessel,  the  object  of  her  voyage,  and 
of  what  the  outward  cargo  had  consisted.  Of  the  Ship's  Papers  and  the  ownership  of  the  cargo  be 
declared  he  knew  nothing  whatever.  He,  however,  confirmed  the  evidence  of  the  2  witnesses  who 
had  been  examined  as  to  the  vessel  having  come  direct  to  the  Sea-bar  from  Danish  St.  Thomas',  and 
having  lauded  her  cargo  in  that  river. 

Respecting:  the  vessel's  equipment  he  differed  a.littk  from  the  other  witnesses.  He  stated  that,  in 
addition  to  the  4  water-casks  then  qn  board,  they  had  had  6  or  8  others,  which  were  sent  ashore  at  the 
Sherbro  to  be  ^^repairedy^  and  that  he  had  never  seen  any  staves  on  board. 

With  this  evidence  the  ease  for  the  prosecution  closed. 

The  Master  and  alleged  Owner  of  this  vessel  appeared  as  claimant  of  her,  and  on  the  17th  ultimo 
presented  a  petition  to  be  allowed  to  file  a  claim  and  his  affidavit  in  support  thereof. 

The  claim  in  question  having  been  tendered  by  his  t'roctor  in  an  irregular  manner  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  Court,  and  containing  also  much  irrelevant  matter  respecting  a  cargo, said  to  have  been 
on  board  of  this  vessel ;  which  cargo,  however,  did  not  appear  by  the  proceedings  in  the  case  to  have 
been  brought  before  the  Court;  and  the  ownership  of  the  vessel  being  differently  stated  in  the  claim 
to  what  it  was  in  the  affidavit ;  the  prayer  of  the  petition  to  file  these  Papers  was  not  granted. 

On  the  21st  ultimo  the  Claimant's  Proctor  brought  in  an  amended  claim  and  af^davit,  which  he 
requested  .permission  to  file,  explaining,  that  the  difference  which  had  appeared  as  to  the  ownership  of 
this  vessel  between  the  former  claim  ai\d  affidavit  in  verification  of  the  same  was  entirely  the  error  of 
the  lad  he  employed  as  his  copying  clerk.     This  petition  was  in  consequence  granted. 

The  affidavit  in  support  of  the  claim  exhibits  the  defence  of  the  Master  against  the  prosecution 
instituted  by  the  Seizor,  and  is  to  the  following  effect : — 

'^  Appeared  personally  the  said  Angel  Calsamilia,  the  Master  of  the  said  Brig  or  vessel,  and  maketh 
oath,  .that  he  is  a  subject  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  was  Master  of  the  said 
Brig  at  the  time  of  her  capture  or  seizure  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  brig-of-war  **  Rolla,"  F.  H.  H, 
Glassc,  Lieutenant  and  Commander,  and  that  the  said  Brig  was  seized  and  detained  on  the  2d  day  of 
tliis  present  month  of  December,  while  lying  at  anchor  in  the  Seap-bar  river,  in  the  prosecution  of  her 
voyage  from  St.  Thomas'  along  the  Coast  of  Africa.  And  he  further  maketh  oath,  that  he  himself, 
the  said  deponent,  a  subject  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  was  at  the  time  of  the  said  seizure  and  detention, 
and  now  is,  the  true  and  lawful  Owner  and  Proprietor  of  the  said  Brig,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture ;  and  that  Pedio  Lafarque  is  the  Owner  of  the  cargo,  which  was  on  board  the  same  at  the 
time  of  her  departure  from  St.  Thomas',  and  that  he  acted  as  Supercargo  of  the  said  vessel.  And  the 
deponent  further  maketh  oath,  that  he  verily  believes  the  said  Brig  and  her  cargo  are  protected  by  the 
Treaty  or  Convention  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  bearing  date  the  28th 
of  June,  1835.  And  deponent  further  maketh  oath,  that  the  said  Brig  has  been  detained  iu  the  said 
Sea-bar  river  ever  since  the  month  of  June  last  by  the  illness  of  this  deponent,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  crew  of  the  said  Brig,  that  the  said  Pedro  Lafarque,  as  Supercargo  aforesaid,  and  for  greater 
security,  caused  the  cargo  on  board  the  said  Brig,  with  which  she  arrived  in  the  said  Sea-bar  river,  to  " 
be  landed,  with  the  intention  of  trading  in  the  produce  of  the  country  if  possible,  and  that  a  lit'ile  while 
before  the  said  seizure  and  detention  as  aforesaid,  deponent  being  partly  recovered,  repaired  on  board 
with  his  crew  in  order  to  make  preparations  to  leave  the  said  Sea-bar  river.  And  he  further  maketh 
oath,  that  no  person  or  persons  other  than  himself  have  any  right,  title,  or  interest  in  the  said  Brig. 
And  he  verily  believes  that  the  said  Pedro  Lafarque  wbs  the  sole  Owner  of  the  cargo  laden  on  board  at 
the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  said  vessel  from  St.  Thomas',  and  which  was  landed  as  aforesaid. 
And  deponent  further  suith,  that  he  is  duly  authorized  to  make  the  claim  hereunto  annexed,  and  that 
the  same  is  a  true  and  just  claim,  and  that  he  shall  be  able  to  make  due  proof  and  specification 
thereof." 

On  the  same  day  that  the  amended  claim  came  in,  permission  was  granted  to  file,  on  behalf  of  the 
Claimant,  an  Affidavit  of  one  of  the  seamen  of  the  detained  vessel,  which  is  here  transcribed. 

**  Appeared  personally  Antonio  Ribeiro,  who  being  duly  sworn,  makes  oath  and  says,  that  he  is  a 
seaman  belonging  to  the  said  Brig,  that  he  has  known  the  said  Bng  upwvds  of  3  years,  she  was  for- 
merly a  brig  schooner,  and  employed  between  the  Havana  and  North  America.  Has  heard  also,  and 
which  he  verily  believes,  that  she  was  a  Columbian  Privateer.  At  the  time  the  present  Captain  pur- 
chased her  she  had  a  revolving  gun,  this  the  Captain  sold  at  St.  Thomas',  heard  him  si^  he  had  no 
need  of  it  on  his  intended  voyage  to  the  Coast  of  Africa ;  cannot  observe  any  alteration  in  her  fittings 
than  what  the  said  Brig  had  before  she  was  purchased  by  the  present  Master ;  deponent  fully  believes 
she  once  had  open  gratings,  on  account  of  her  being  a  Privateer,  but  thinks  they  must  have  been 
boarded  over  when  she  left  that  service,  is  positive  she  is  in  the  same  state  now  as  when  she  came  into 
possession  of  the  present  Master." 

Publication  of  the  Claimant's  Case  was  granted,  on  his  application  to  that  efiect,  on  the  2dd  ultimo  ; 
and  a  joint  Petition  from  the  Proctors  on  both  sides  for  a  day  of  trial,  was  received  on  the  27th 
following. 

The  Monition,  issued  in  the  Case  on  the  12th,  was  returned  on  the  19th,  with  the  Marshal's  Certi- 
ficate of  its  having  been  regularly  served. 

On  the  2d  of  January  the  Court  assembled  for  the  trial  of  this  vessel,  when  the  various  Documents 
which  had  been  filed  in  evidence  iu  the  Case  having  been  read,  the  Proctors  on  both  sides  were  heard 
on  behalf  of  their  clients. 

The  Proctor  for  the  captors  argued,  that  the  report  of  the  Surveyors  who  had  examined  the  fittings 
of  this  vessel,  so  far  supported  the  charge  made  against  her  of  being  illegally  equipped  as  to  establish, 
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aceoidMig  to  iht  meaninpf  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  88th  Jnne  1835,  9kprifndfade  Case 
of  unhtw^  equipment ;  and  that  it  was  for  the  ClaimaBt,  therefore,  to  convince  the  Court,  if  sueh 
ipere  practicable,  that  he  was  legitimately  employed  wbeu  detained  by  His  Majesty's  Brig*  **  Rolla." 

The  PitKtor  for  the  Claimant  endeavoured  to  throw  doubt  upon  the  judgment  of  the  Surveyors  to 
the  Court,  so  as  to  weaken,  if  possible,  their  evidence  as  to  the  e^ipment  of  the  vessel,  aud  contended 
that  the  fittings,  which  were  considered  unbsvful,  aud  adapted  to  the  Slave  Trade,  were  never  intended 
for  that  purpose,  but  had  been  placed  in  the  vessel  previous  to  her  being  the  property  of  her  pre^ient 
owner.  In  conclusion,  the  Proctor  dwelt  upon  several  points  of  the  evidence  whi<^  had  been  received 
on  behalf  of  his  cliettt,  and  which  he  declared  were,  to  his.  aiind,  so  satisfactory  and  clear,  as  entirely 
to  exonerate  ^e  daiibant's  vessel  from  the  charges  brought  against  ber. 

The  Court  then  gave  judgment  in  the  Case. 

The  charges  which  luad  been  preferred  against  the  *'  San  Nicolas"  by  her  seizor,  were  her  having 
hatches  fitted  with  open  gratings,  o  greater  ntunber  of  divisions  or  bulkhead Ithan  were  necessary  for 
a  vessel  engaged  in  lawful  trade,  and  having  a  small  portion  of  a  slave  deck,  and  fittings  for  the  same 
on  board. )' 

One  only  of  ^e  three  charges  of  iHega)  equipments  abovementtoned  we  considered  has  been  at  all 
supported  by  the  evidence  adduced  in  the  Case,  viz.,  that  of  having  an  unlawfully  fitted  hatch  ;•  and 
which  charge  we  therefore  proceeded  to  inve*?tigate,  in  order  to  decide  the  fate  of  this  vessel.  The 
testimony  of  the  sworn  Surveyors  upon  this  point  was,  that  the  main  hatchway  '*  was  very  n)uch 
larger  than  usually  seen  in  merchant  vessels  of  her  class,  and  fitted  with  hatches  of  wood  grating 
boarded  over.** 

The  explanation  of  the  Master  and  alleged  Owner  of  this  vessel  respecimg  the  main  hatchway  being 
thus  fitted  consisted  simply  of  an  acknowledgment  of  its  being  in  the  state  represented,  and  an  asser- 
tion of  his  ignorance  of  what  the  said  gratings  were  for ;  adding,  that  ^'he  supposed  they  might  have 
been  so  fitted  when  she  was  a  C^lumb^art  Privateer  on  account  of  the  number  of  her  crew." 

From  this  statement  it  was  plainly  desired,  that  we  should  infer  the  detained  vessel  was  then  in  the 
same  condition  as  when  she  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Master ;  his  not  speaking  out  openly  and 
fairly  on  this  point,  upon  which  he  could  not  pretend  ignorance,  we  thought  might  have  been  with 
some  sinister  object.  The  Master  probably  imagined  that,  if  he  could  first  impress  the  Court  with  a 
helief  that  the  vessel  was  precisely  in  the  same  state  as  when  he  bought  her,  the  difficulty  as  to  the 
open  grated  hatch  with  which  his  vessel  was  supplied  was  partially,  at  least,  got  over ;  and  that  as 
there  existed  no  other  direct  and  established  charge  against  her,  her  empty  state,  and  the  absence  of 
positive  proof  as  to  the  employment  of  the  "  San  Nicolm^*  in  the  Sherbro,  might  have  led  to 
acquittal. 

The  only  witness  produced  in  the  defence  by  the  Master  was  a  seaman  named  Antonio  Bibeiro, 
who  supported  the  abovementioned  equivocal  testimony  of  his  Captain  by  very  direct  swearing. 
Ribeiro  deposed,  that  the  vessel's  equipment  was  then  the  same  as  it  was  before  the  Master  bought 
her,  excepting  only  as  regarded  a  revolving  gun,  which  tlie  Master  had  sold  out  of  the  vessel  at  St. 
Thomas'.  With  this  meagre  explanation  and  defence  the  Master  lefl  his  Case  for  the  Court's 
decision. 

In  this  prosecution  there  appeared  a  novel  feature,  to  which,  as  it  apparently  admitted  of  some  degree 
of  doubt  respecting  the  application  of  the  first  section  of  the  Equipment  Article  of  the  Treaty,  we  * 
deemed  it  ad viseable  to  allude  at  the  time  of  adjudication.  The  point  in  question  was,  that  in  this 
instance  it  had  been  proved  the  main  hatchway  only  was  fitted  with  open  gjatings,  whilst  the  part  of 
llie  'iVeaty  above  referred  to  expressly  declares  that  a  suspected  vessel  must  have  **  hatches  fitted  with 
open  giatings."  In  coming  to  the  determination  to  consider  the  fitting  of  the  ^^  San  Nicholcs'  " 
main  hatch  or  hatchway,  as  sufiicient  to  bring  her  within  the  operation  of  the  above  quoted  first 
section  of  the  Equipment  Article,  We  were  influenced  by  the  following  consideration  : — ^Thatit  is  on 
admhted  principle  that  the  interpretation  of  a  Treaty  should  ever  be  in  accordance  with  the  intention  of 
the  framers  thereof,  so  that  it  nmy  have  its  real  effect,  ^nd  not  prove  vain  or  nugatory.  Under  this  im- 
pression we  referred  to  the  Treaty  to  ascertain  the  object  therein  declared  to  have  been  contemplated 
by  the  High  Contracting  Parties  in  framing  that  Convention,  and  found  that  the  intention  therein 
expressed  was  *'  effectually  to  abolish  the  traffic  in  slaves."  In  order  to  effect  an  object  of  such  im- 
portance with  greater  certainty,  the  equipment  of  a  vessel  in  that  peculiar  manner  which  is  only 
required  for  a  slaving  voyage,  was  declared  by  that  Treaty  to  constitute  primd  facie  evidence  of  the 
guilty  occupation  of  a  vessel  so  fitted.  If,  therefore,  a  vessel  so  equipped  in  respect  to  her  hatches  as 
this  one  appeared  to  have  been,  the  fore  and  main-hatch  being  actually  combined  in  one,  and  thus 
forming  an  extraordinary  large  hatchway  capable  of  affording  as  much  air  to  those  who  might  be 
placed  on  a  lower  deck,  as  though  the  usual  fore  and  main-hatches  had  been  adopted,  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  excluded  from  the  operation  of  the  Treaty,  an  opening  would  be  at  once  made  for  the 
frustration  of  the  object  for  which  the  Treaty  had  specially  been  entered  into.  Such  a  literal  interpre- 
tation of  the  words  of  the  Treaty,  we  felt  would  have  been  very  narrow  and  imperfect,  and  particularly 
so  when  it  is  expressed  in  the  said  Eqnipment  Article,  that  **  any  one**  of  the  circumstances  specified 
therein  shall  be  considered  sufficient  evidence  whereon  to  found  a  p^imd  facie  case  of  unlawful  employ-  / 
ment  against  a  vested. 

The  more  we  looked  into  the  Treaty,  the  more  firmly  were  we  impressed  with  the  conviction,  that 
the  expressed  and  implied  intentions  of  the  High  Contracting  Parties  in  making  that  Treaty  were, 
that  no  British  or  Spanish  vessel  should  be  to  any  extent  whatever  prepared  for,  or  should  engage 
in  the  Slave  Trade,  without  being  thereby  made  liable  to  the  penalty  prescribed  by  that  Treaty  for 
such  proceedings. 

In  that  part  relating  to  the  hatches  of  a  vessel,  it  is  declared  unlawful  to  have  other  than  ''  the  close 
batches  usual  in  merchant  vessels ;"  thereby  evidently  implying,  according  to  our  reading  of  the 
section  in  question,  that  the  hatches  should,  in  addition  to  being  ck)se,  be  of  the  size  usual  in  merchant 
vessels,  and  which  was  not  the  case  on  board  of  the  *'  San  Nicolas,*  her  main  hatchway  being  twice 
the  size  of  the  hatches  usually  met  with,  and  which  large  hatches  are  requisite  only  where  it  is 
intended  to  qarry  a  human  cargo. 

In  deciding,  as  previously  mentioned,  that  the  open  grated  main-hatch  of  the  '*  San  Nicolas** 
brought  her  fairly  within  the  meaning  of  the  first  section  of  the  Equipment  Article,  we  were  under 
the  firni  belief,  that  we  were  only  acting  up  to  the  real  intentions  of  the  framers  of  the  Treaty,  and 
which  Treaty  forms  the  rule  of  oui"  proceedings  in  the  British  aud  Spanish  Mixed  Court  of  Jiistice. 


Digitized 


d  by  Google 


14  SIERRA  LEONE.     (Spain.)     '"' 

Respectinflr  the  boarding  oTer  the  open  gratings  of  the  main  hatchway  of  this  vessel,  which  was  par- 
ticularly dwelt  upon  by  the  Claimant's  Proctor  as  making  them  a  close  hatch  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Treaty,  we  briefly  remarked,  that  the  rejection  of  this  perfectly  indefensible  excuse  would  in  this 
instance  take  place  upon  the  samnyMrindple  as  had  been  laid  down  in  the  cases  of  the  "  General 
Mina'*  and  **  Luisita,"  to  which  p^nfeular  reference  has  been  made  in  the  Report  of  the  last-named 
oa«e.  We  cotr*d  not  tieem  it  a  lawful "erease,  even  if  fTTiad  been  satisfactorily  proved  that  the  iSUi 
was  only  equipped  in  the  same  manner  as  when  she  was  bought  by  her  present  Master.  It  is  the 
duty  of  an  Owner  to  have  his  vessel  fitted  out  and  navigated  in  strict  confoni|1ty  with  the  laws  of  his 
own  country,  and  the  fact  of  his  avoiding  or  neglecting  to  do  so,  entails  upon  him  when  detected  tbe 
consequence  of  that  transgression.  In  dismls^ng  this  point  we  thought  it  as  well  to  observe,  that  the 
evidence  of  the  Surveyors  p^oted,  that  the  boarding  over  of  the  gratings  was  of  recent  date  ;  a  State*, 
ment  which  the  personal  inspection  of  one  of  ourselves  served  to  confirm, 

A  clear  printed  fade  ease  oi  equipment  f#rUhe  Slate  Trade  was  thus  made  out  by  the  seizor  of  tbe 
"  San  NicolaSf**  and  it  only  remained  to  ascertain  how  far  the  Master  and  Owner  of  the  "  San  Nicola^* 
had,  in  compliance  wiih  t^  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty,  attempted  to  clear  Ijtig  vessel  of  the  charge  in 
question,  by  establishing^  satisfactory  evidence,  that  she  '*  was  at  the  time  of  detention,  or  capture^ 
employed  in  some  legal  pursuit.**  ' 

To  the, claim  of  the  Master  we  naturally  looked' fbr  some  information  on  this  head;  but  only 
observed  therein  the  following  scanty  explanation,  that  the  vessel  when  detained  at  ^fa-bar  was  in  *^  a 
voyage  from  St.  Thomas'  along  the  Coast  of  Africa.'*  The  vessel's  Papers  state,  that  she  was  bound 
direct  from  St.  Thomas'  to  St.  Paul  de  Loando ;  and  the  Master,  at  his  examination  in  chief,  also 
declared,  that  the  cargo  from  St  Thomas',  which  was  landed  in  the  Sherbro,  was  shipped  for 
Loando. 

At  the  time  of  [detention  the  Master  stated  he  was  bound  firom  St.  Thomas'  to  Trinidad  de  Cuba; 
when  first  examined,  that  he  did  not  know  the  destination  of  his  vessel ;  and  in  his  claim,  that  he  was 
bound  along  the  Coast  of  ^Ica. 

The  Papers  which  might  have  thrown  light  upon  the  employment  of  the  Vessel,  and  shown  who 
were  really  interested  in  her,  viz.  the  Charterparty,  Bill  of  Sale,  and  Custom.House  Clearance,  are 
said  by  the  Master  to  have  been  stolen,  with  other  documeiiis,  whilst  he  was  ill  in  the  Sherbro  ;  and 
thus  the  inconvenience  which  may  have  reasonably  been  anticipated  by  their  production  in  Court, 
was  readily  and  conveniently  got  over. 

The  absence  of  the  Supercargo  was  not,  however,  so  easily  explained  as  that  of  the  loss  of  some 
of  the  Ship's  Papers.  From  that  man,'evidence  of  importance  might  have  been  expected  as  to  the 
particular  objects  for  which  the  "  San  Nicolas^^  went  into  the  Sherbro.  The  Master  in  his  daim, 
without  giving  any  information  on  this  point,  only  remarks,  that  the  Supocargo  Lafarque  landed  the 
cargo  in  that  river  **  for  greater  security,  and  with  the  intention  of  trading  in  the  produce  of  the 
country,  if  possible." 

The  absurdity  of  placing  a  cargo  of  goods  in  the  hands  of  a  Native  Chief  for  protection-  is  too  great 
to  need  further  obser\'ation,  than  that  the  very  opposite  result  to  that  anticipated  would  huve  followed 
such  a  course.  The  other  portion  of  the  sentence,  as  to  the  Supercargo's  intention  "  to  trade  in  the 
produce  of  the  country  if  possible,'^  iff  very  equivocal.  It  was  not  attempted  to  show  what  kind  of 
produce  was  sought  by  them,  or  what  course  would  have  been  pursued  had  the  Supercargo's  alleged 
very  laudable  intentions  been  frustrated,  if  the  productions  of  the  soil  had  been  unobtainable,  and 
which  may  be  imagined  was  the  case,  as  it  was  declared  that  the  Brig  was  found  empty  at  ihe  time  of 
seizure,  although  preparing  to  go  to  sea. 

The  '*  San  Nicolas'*  having  been  six  months  at  one  of  the  most  notorious  slave  marts  on  the  coast, 
without  having,  as  far  as  coial|l  be  learned,  cdllected  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  lawful  return  cargo; 
we  think  the  only  reasonable  inference  to  be  drawn  fVom  these  facts  is,  that  the  vessel  was  intended 
to  carry  a  cargo  of  slaves  thence.  If  a  legal  voyage  only  had  been  contemplated,  tbe  Master  would 
not  have  neglected  to  bring  forward  the  Supercargo,  who  was  within  a  short  distance  of  this  place,  to 
assist  by  his  evidence  in  establishing  the  legality  and  honesty  of  their  engagements.  The  Master's 
neglect  of  proving  that  the  voyage  in  which  he  had  been  seized  was  lawful,  we  held  to  be  a  proof  of 
his  incapacity  so  to  do;  conceiving  that  no  one  would  thus  knowingly  have  so  far  lost  sight  of  his 
real  interest,  if  the  opposite  course  could  have  been  followed.  The  whole  of  the  Defence,  excepting 
as  to  the  boarding  over  of  the  gratings  for  the  main  hatch,  rests  upon  the  statements  of  the  Master, 
which  are  mainly  unsatisfactory,  when  it  might  and  ought  to  have  been  supported  by  other  witnesses, 
who  could  have  been  produced  had  such  been  the  wish  of  the  Claimant.  Connecting  the  for^j^ing 
circumstances  with  the  corroborative  evidence  afforded  by  the  fact  of  this  vessel  being  equipped  with 
a  regular  slave  cabouse,  complete  in  all  respects  except  as  to  the  large  slave  boiler,  for  the  reception  of 
which,  however,  it  was  prepared ;  the  sides  of  the  main  hold  bearing  the  marks  where  slave  deck  cleats 
have  been  fixed,  and  respecting  which  the  Master  has  taken  no  notice  whatever ;  the  coamings  of  the 
main  hatchway  being  bored  for  hatch-bars,  and  the  present  state  of  the  original  cabin  through  a 
round  house  having  been  built  over  it  on  the  deck,  and  which  has  rendered  the  lower  cabin  unfit  for 
the  habitation  of  human  beings  not  treated  and  dealt  with  as  slaves  usually  are,  we  could  come  to 
no  other  conclusion  than  that  the  '*  San  Nicolas**  was  engaged  in  a  slaving  voyage  when  seized.    ' 

This  opinion  is  to  a  considerable  extent  confirmed  by  the  contradictory  and  confused  evidence  given 
by  the  witnesses  in  the  Case  as  to  the  means  they  had  of  carrying  water  in  this  vessel,  and  wluch  it 
was  evidc9|  had  been  fully  sufficient  for  her  use  as  a  slave  vessel. 

The  empty  state  in  which  this  vessel  was  found  when  detained ;  the  absence  of  several  of  her 
Official  Papers,  and  o^a  log-book  containing  the  vessel's  proceedings  during  her  stay  in  the  Sherbro ; 
the  declaration  of  the  Master  that  he  bought  the  detained  vessel  for  2,000  dollars,  and  that  through  the 
same  man  who  sold  her,  he  immediately  negotiated  the  Charterparty  for  the  present  voyage,  which 
"Was  to  produce  him  the  exorbitant  amount  of  5,500  dollars;  and  the  conflicting  statements  madeb^ 
the  Master  as  to  the  termination  of  the  voyage  in  which  she  had  been  met;  were  circumstances  well 
calculated  to  arouse  in  our  minds  unfavoij^iable  suspicions  as  to  her  employment. 

With  such  evidence  before  us  respecting  this  vessel,  we  felt  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  come  to  tbe 
conclusion,  that  it  had  been  satisfactorily  proved  the  detained  vessel  was  engaged  in  some  lawful 
pursuit  when  seized  by  the  Commander  of  His  Majesty's*brig  ^  Rolla"  at  Sea-bar;  and  which  con- 
viction it  was  necessary  should  have  taken  place  in  order  to  relieve  the  said  vessel  from  the  conse- 
quences of  having  been  found  with  a  hatch  declared  by  the  Treaty  of  28th  June,  1885,  to  be  unlawfiil. 
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Wt  th6f«fof»  patted  «  Setttence  on  the  Spenkli  brtg  "^  Son  Nickoloi^**  eoademniiig  her  as  good  prixe 
to  the  Goi^ernments  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain.  J^ 

t~  imS^ei)  WALTER.  W.  LEWIS. 

Sierra  Leone,  \8ih  January  1837.  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 


^  ^  No.  11. 

Hu  M<ye9ty^9  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmer ston. — (Recnved  AprU  22d.) 

My  Lord,   ^  Sierra  Iteovie,  18^  January^  1837. 

In  ^s  dispatck  we  have  the  honour  to  forward  our  Jieport  of  the  Case  of 
the  Spanish  pilot-boat, ''  Leckuguino''  Josk  Maury,  Master,  ccmdemned  on  the  lOtfa 
inrtant,  on  the  proseeution  of  Lieutenant  Glasse,  conimanding  His  Majesty's  brig 
*'  Rolla,"  and  seiMr  of  the  detained  vessel. 

llie  Master,  Jos^  Maury,  is  well-known  to  the  Conrts  as  an  old  and  determined 
slave  trader,  iMiving  been  now  no  less  than  four  times  brought  under  their  notice. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  have  already  laid  before  your  Lordship  the  full 
bistory  of  tbia  notorious  individual  in  their  Dispatdi  marked  ''  Spain,"  of  the  12th 
September,  1834,  to  which  we  would  beff  to  draw  attention.  The  4  Spanish 
vessels  with  which  Maury  has  been  proved  to  have  been  connected,  namely  the 
*•  Ga%et€f'  in  1820,  the  "  Atafa  Primo''  in  1830,  the  "  Mwia  Isaber  in  1834, 
and  lastly,  the  ''  LeckugwnOy'  all  belonged  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  of  which  place 
Maury  declares  he.  has  been  a  resident  for  the  last  thirty  years ;  and  at  which 
these  vessels  were  furnished  with  the  necessary  papers  for  their  respective  voyages. 
It  wouU  be  difficult  to  adduce  a  more  convincing  instance  of  the  inutility  of  the 
Spanish  penal  laws  respecting  ^e  Slave  Trade,  than  the  one  i^orded  by  the  often 
•  repeated  adventures  {if  this  Spaniard. 

The  "  LeckugiM^  was  captured  in  the  Rio  Pongas,  a  river  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  this  colony,  flfter  having  embarked  49  slaves,  all  of  whom  were  living 
at  the.time  of  their  emancipation. 

The  "  Leekuguino"  did  not,  as  Maury  has  stated  in  his  examination,  proceed 
direct  from  Cuba  to  the  Cape  de  Verdes,  but  went  first  to  Danish  St.  Thomas', 
and  there  embarked  some  part  of  ker  outward,  cargo. 

This  vessel  was  called  the  "  Oriente"  at  the  time  of  her  purchase  by  Maury 
from  one  Pablo  Frexas,  a  Master-mariner  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  in  April  of  last 
year. 

^*  We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

Tlte  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  O.C.B. 

Sfc,  Sfc.  Sfc.  ijw 


Enclosure  in  No.  11. 


Report  of  the  Case  of  the  Spanish  pilot-booty  "  Lechu^ino,'*  Jose  Maury,  Master, 

Tb«  ••  lecAnyntno,"  bearing  the  flag  of  Spain,  was,  on  the  27th  December,  18S6,  foand  at  anchor 
in  tfet  Bkr  Pongas  by  His  Majesty's  brig,  "  Rolla,"  under  the  comnjaad  of  Lieutenant  GUsse,  who 
detained  '^t  vessel  for  having  on  board  49  slaves,  embarked  2  days  previously  at  Bangala  in  tliat 
river. 

The  Papers  delivered  up  to  the  Seizing  Officer  were  as  follows  : 

1.  Provisional  Passport  from  the  Governor  of  Cuba,  for  the  "  Lechuguino'^  to  make  a  voyage  of 
lawfsl  eonmrerce  to  the  Cape  de  Verde,  and  St  Thomas'  islands.  This  document  is  numbered  89, 
and  dated  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  12th  April,  1836;  and  contains  a  piohibition  against  engaging  in  tbe 
Slave  Trade. 

Si.  Muster  Roll. 

9.  Cufltom-bonse  Clearance :  and 

4.  B«i  of  Health;  all  from  St  Jago  de  Cuba. 

5.  Certificate  of  the  BHl  of  Sale,  dated  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  9th  April,  188^ ;  wherem  Jo*=^  Maury 
appears  as  the  purchaser,  and  a  Spanish  Master-mariner  of  Cuba,  named  Pablo  Frexas,  as  the  seller 
of  the  vessel,  for  the  sum  of  410  dollars.  The  "  Lechuguino^  under  her  late  Owner  bore  the  name  of 
the  "  Oriente,*^  .^ 

^.  A  Clearance  from  Danish  St  Thomas'  in  the  West  Indies,  dated  18th  June,  1836.  - 

7.  A  Log-book  of  the  voyage  from  Cuba  to  the  Cape  Verdes,  and  during  the  vessel's  stay  in  the 
Rio  Pongas. 

The  **  Lechuguino''  reached  this  harbour  on  the  2nd  instant,  when  the  Marshal  and  Surgeon  to 
the  Court  visited  her  and  made  their  usual  Official  Reports.  The  Surgeon  found' the  slaves  clean  and 
healthy,  and  that  no  casualty  had  occurred  amongst  them,  but  from  the  disproportionate  size  of  the 
vessel  to  the  number  embarked,  he  ajepm mended  the  slaves  being  landed  as  soon  as  possible;  which 
was  carried  into  effect  the  followin^tty,  the  Proctor  for  the  Seizor  having  that  morning  brought  in  a 
petition  to  that  effect,  together  with  the  Ship's  Papers  duly  authenticated,  and  the  Captor's  declaration 
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respecting  the  seizure  of  this  iesdel.     A^l!*  tbe^ame  irme  ihto  customary  MoiiidDQ  went?^tib»  and 
the  evideuce  inthecaae  wii8dir6dled  txybe^JceWl  .  :  :         ,. 

From  the  Declaration  of  Lieutenant  Glasse,  it  appeared  that  he  had  detained  the  "  techmuino' 
as  above-mentioiied  in.ihe  Rio  Pon^,liaviiig  Spanish  colours  flying,  and  commanded  by  Josc^  IWaury, 
who  declared  her  to  be  bound  to  St,  Jago  de  Cuba,  with  the  49  slaves  theh  on  board,  and  who  ibad 
been  shipped  at  Bangala  in  tbftt  river,  '  '         . 

On  the  6ih  January  the  witnesses  produced  by  the  Seizor,  JoscS  Maury«  (he  Mastery  and  FranclHC9 
Franka,  the  Boatswain  of  the  detailed  ve^a^lt  lUivderwent  examination  on  the  standing  Interrogatories. 
TlielM^^t^idepoded^mt  he  V  w^as  born  in  Catalonia^  has  lived  with  his  wife  and  family  at  St.  Jago 
de  Cuba  fpr- the  kat  30 .years:  .liaa^ever  served  arty  state  but  Spain.  He  appointed  himself,  being 
Owner;  received 'possession  at  St.  Jugo  de  Cuba  in  April  last  from  the  former  Owner,  Don  Pablo 
Frexas.  a  Spanish  subject  residing  in  Cuba ;  'firdt  aiw  the  aajd  v^^el  there  and  then*;  she  U\  North 
American  built.  He  was  present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  for  having  slaves  on  board;  had  no 
colours  but  Spanish.  The  vessel  has  never  been  called  by  any  other  name  than  "  LechugUino  ;"  she 
is  40  tons  burthen  ;  and  had  9  officers  ftud  mariners  exduaive  of  witness,  all  Spaniards,  hired  and 
shipped  by  witness  in  Cuba  in  April  last*  He  ip||iisiself  sole  Pwner  of  both  the  vessel  and  cargo. 
The. present  y^^yage  commenced*  and  wai^  to  have  ended,  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  and  the  last  clearing 
port  was  St.  jago  Cape  Verdes ;  from  Cufi|*tlie  vessel  went  to  Cape  Verdes,  where  fehe  remained  2 
^a^s,  and  not  finding. an  opportunity  to  tmfe  Vent  to  the  Rt6  Pongas,  where  he  purchased  slaves. 
He  first  saw  the  capturing  vessel  outside  the  bar  of  the  Ponga^  4 1 days  aiker  her  botits  had  ^^^d. 
witness's  schooner ;  captdre  t^ok  'platie  on  the  d7ih  December,  whilst  the  *'  Leckuguifio"  lay  at  anchor 
in  the  Pongas  ;  there  was  no^  cdase,  or  attempt  made  to  escape.  There  were  only  10  muskets,  and  as 
maQjfqutla&ses,  for  the  defettqe  of  the  vessel ;  no  Resistance  was  .made,  there  jE^ere  do  in&tniclions  to 
avoid  capture,  or  for  coticealfh^,  or  destroying,  any  of  the  veasel's  Papers.     He  lived  in  Catalonia 

There  was  a  Bill  of  Sale  from  Frexas,  which  was  given  up  at  the  tine 
400  dbllars  (the  vessel  being  irndbad  condition  when  witness  purchased  her), 
e* vessel  he  restored  she  will  belong  to  witness  only,  tltere  was  do  private 
ader.  Owner,  and  Consignee  of  the  cargo ;  the  slave:|  auw  on  board  he 
ro  de  Cuba  on  his  sole  account  and  risk ;  and  if  restored  mey  v|fill  belong  to 
hing  of  the  last  voyage;  the  cargo  shipped  at  Cuba  on  the  present  occasion 
and  cloth ;  49  slaves  were  shipped  altogether,  all  from  the  shore ;  does  n'O^t 
Mie'dr^d  before  Or  since  capture ;  was  taken  direct  to  Siej^fa Leone  after  cap- 
II  true  and  fair.  No  Papers  were  destroyed^  concealed,  or  made  away  witl^. 
es  those  delivered  up.  Bulk  was  broken  in  the  Ri#  Pongas,  no  slaves  have 
ipture."  '-'*•    * 

Boats wuin/eonfhmed  the  foregoing  evidence*  with  the  exception  of  that  part 

Bill  of  Sale,  and  the  price  of  the  vessel,*  of  which  he  said  he  knew  ngthing. 

t  was  granted  on  the  7tih  instant,  to  the  Captor,  wlven  his  Proctor  petitioned 

d  issued  on  the  Sd'vaitant,  was  returned  by  the  Marshal,  certified  to  have 
I  the  lOlh;  and  the  Court  having  appointed  that  day  for  the  adjudication  of 
rdingly.  The  eViH^Uce  in  the  Case  fully  established  the  illegal  employment 
[he  time  of  her  deU^ion  by  His  Majesty's  brig  "  Rolia;"  a  Sentence  of 
re  passed  oxi  the  vessel  and  her  cargo*  as  well  as  a  Decree  of  Emancipation 
board  of  this  vessel. 

(Signed)  H.D.CAMPBELL. 

Sierra  Leone,  ISlk  January,  1837.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 


No.  12. 

Hisi  Maje^tj/'s  Comimssibners  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — (JRec.  April  22d.) 

My  Lord,  Sie^^ra  Leone,  20th  January,  1837. 

The  Repoi-t,  Avliicli  we  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith,  h  that  of 
the  Spanish  schooner  "  Eitperimento,''  Joaquini  de  Andricain,  Master ;  seized  by  His 
Majesty's  brig  "Kolla,'*  and  condenrined  in  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court 
of  Justice,  oh  the  12th  instant,. for  illegal  equipment.  The  place  of  detention  was 
the  Rio  Ponffas. 

This  vessel  belonged  to  Matanzas,  and  was  said  to  have  been  the  property  of  the 
Master,  whu  iormerjy  commanded  the  Spanish  schooner  '' Oaceta,*'  condemned 
here  on  the  otli  Jyly*  1836.  The  last-named  vessel  also  sailed  from  Matanzas  on 
the  outward  voyage.  The  '\^ac€ta**  having  been  prosecuted  under  the  New 
Treaty,  prior  ^o  its  fall  operatidn,  the  final^iecision  of  the  Court  upon  this  Case  was 
necessarily  delayed  some  months ;  although  Andricain  quitted  the  Colony  on  the 
prosecution  being  closed  in  March  last,  and  Avas  in  this  Avay  enabled  to  re-enter  at 
once  upon  his  unlawful  pursuits.  Thus  within  a  period  of  12  months  has  this 
same  individual  been  engaged,  very  near  to  this  Colony,  in  two  slaving  adventures, 
both  liappily  jEi'ustrated  by  the  capture  of  the  vessels  employed  in  these  illegal  trans- 
actions. .  ^  . 

Andricain  had  left  iis  vessel,  with  all  her  OflGicial  ship's  Papers,  previous  to  the 
boarding  of  the  man-of-war's  boats.  Nor  could  the  Commander  of  the  "Rolla" 
subsequently  succeed  in  obtaining  possession  of  these  Documents,  or  of  the  person 
of  the  Master,  who  would  have  been  tKfe  principal  witness  in  the  prosecution.     No 
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difllcultv  was  experienced,  however,  in  arrinng  at  the  real  merits  of  the  Case :  as 
the  evidence  of  tne  witnesses  was  of  that  clear  character  Jiji  t^admit  of  no  questiqxi 
respeptingjier  Spai]dyh  character.     ^  ■*  W  34* 

The  ''jEiVpermento*' hsLd  been  but  recently  bailt  in  the  United  States,  and  as 
.  American  property  went  by  the  name  of ''  Bef^amn^'    Her  nftme  and  nationality 
appear  to  have  been  changed  at  the  same  time  in  Cuba. 

We  have,  &c. 
-    ,.  ii:  •  (Signed),        WALTM  W-  LEWIS. 

'4^  ^  BT:  D.  CSMPBELL.  ^ 

The  Bight  HmC  Viscount  mtmerstan,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfe. 


BepoH  of  the  Ca9e  of  the  Spanish  ichooner  "^  Experiqw&'*  </  which  vessel  Joaquin  de  Andricain 

heWmui 


*''^  Enclosure  in  No.  12. 

is  said  to  have  heeSltSuter. 

Tm8  is  the  Case  of  a  veasel  found  lying  at  anchor  in  the  Rio  Pongas  off  the  village  of  Saraby,  under 
iSpanish  colours,  but  not  having  any  sh^i's  Papers  on  board,  by  the  Commander  of  His  Majesty's  brig 
**  Rolla,*'  who,  seeing  that  the  said  vesak  was  equkped  for  the  Slave  Trade  in  some  respects,  seized 
and  sent  her  to  SieM  Leone  to  be  tried  for  thai  .allure.  ¥V«^. 

The  **  Experimento^"  arrived  here  ott-^e  2d  instant,  and  was  officei|Qipafted  to  the  Court  by  the 
Marshal.  ^W^ 

From  what  sabseqoently  appearedHi^  e«Mknce,  this  vessel  was  shown  to  belong  to  the  port  of  Matanzas, 
at  which  a  regular  set  of  Official  Aqp^a  luid  been  obtained  for  her  as  a  Spanish  vessel,  and  at  which 
the  present  voyirtiJ|ad  commenced  in  July,  1836.  She  then  went  to  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands, for 
provisions^  «md  Imnately  to  the  Pongas,  where  she  was  detained,  as  the  Boatswain  and  those  of  the 
crew  remaining  with  him  on  board  of  her  admitted  readBy  that  their  vessel  vras  Spanish  property,  and 
navigated  as  such. 

The  Captor,  wj|p  accompai^ed  his  prize  into  harbour,  brought  forward  the  Case  on  the  4th  instant, 
when  his  AiRdavit  of  Seizure  and  Declaration  were  Iftled,  and  the  prosecution  in  all  othej^ttspects 


opened  in  the  ordinary  manner. 

The  Affidavit  of  Seizure  stated,  respecting  the  absence  c/fU|^ip's  Papers,  that,  on  demanding  them 
from  the  Boatswain,  the  only  Officer  on  board,  **  he  was  vB*^  ^7  ^^^  ^^^t  tlm-aame  were  in  tltfk- 
posseasion  of  the  MAter,  who  was  on  shore  at  the  said  villagevT  Saraby ;  the  Sei^jHlMi  made  applic^lr 
tion  to  the  ^d  Master'to  repair  on  board  bringing  with  him  the  Papers  of  the  yflKl,  as  he  and  they 
were  required  to  go  vrith  her  to  Sierra  Leone  for  trial ;  to  which  application  the  ^lastej^replied  by 
dedaripg  in  writing  that  he  was  too  ill  to  come  off.  ^j^vessel's  Pi^to  he  retained  in  MBossession. 

The  Ci^r's  declaration  stated,  that  the  seizure  oNR  vessel  took  place  on  the  27th  ultimo  in  the 
Rio  Pongas,  in  consequence  of  her  '*  having  a  larger  qi4|itity  of  water  in  casks  than  was  requisite  for 
the  cbnsumption  of  the  crew  of  the  vessel  as  a  merilijp'vessel ;  and  for  having  ata  extraordinary^ 
^      number  of  Water-casks  "  uncleared  at  the  Custom  House  of  the  port  from  which  she  had  sailed.         w^ 

On  the  day  that  this  vessel  was  brought  into  Court,  the  Boatswain  delivered  up  to  the  Captor  a  Log- 
book of  her  outward  voyage,  which  he  stated  had  been  kept  by  the  Mate  of  the  vessel,  and  he  believ^ 
to  be  correct.     This  Book  was  subseouently  filed  with  the  other  PapersAa^e  Case. 

Th«  Report  of  Survey  usual  in  all  Equipment  Cases,  was  in  this  instanVMiade  and  filed  on  the  5th  .  % 
instant,  which  corroborated  the  allegations  contained  in  the  Declaration.  ^The  points  of  illegal  equip- 
ment substantiated  by  tlMs  evideneewere,  that  49  water-casks,  of  different  sizes,  had  been  found,  in  all 
capable  of  containing  6,100  gallons  of  water,  a  quantity  more  than  sufficient  for  the  crew,  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  said  casks  were  filled  with  fresh  water,  of  which  there  was  about  6,000  gallons  on 
board — an  extraordinary  number  of  water-casks  for  a  vessel  of  her  class ;  and  a  caboi^  which, 
although  in  its  present  state  not  larger  than  usual,  was  provided  with  a  spare  back  and  tw<4P9e  pieces 
for  receiving  an  iron  boiler. 

The  witnesses  in  preparatory,  the  Boatswain,  JostS  Fornells,  and  the  seaman,  Manuel  Gomez 
underwent  examination  on  the  6th  instant. 

The  fint  witness  stated,  that  "  the  Master's  name  is  Joaquim  Andricain,  has  known  him  about  6 
years,  he  was  born  at  Mahon  and  lives  there.  The  Master  is  Owner  of  the  vessel,  and  appointed 
himaelf ;  does  not  know  who  gave  him  possession,  believes  llKffot  the  ^me  about  7  months  ago  at 
Matanzas;  first  saw  the  said  vessel  there  about  6^  months  Ipce;  believes  she  is  North  American 
buil^.  Was  on  board  at  the  ;^e  of  capture,  but  does  not  know  for  what  reason  the  vessel  was  seized ; 
sailed  under  ^anish  colours,  and  had  no  others.  The  wsel  was  called  '  Benjamin^*  when  Andricain 
bought  her  from  her  former  Owner,  whose  name  he  Jms  not  know,  bilt  he  was  an  ^perican ;  the^ 
vessel  has  since  been  called  ^Esperim^o;*  does  not  know  her  tonnage*' believ^jibftflF^75,  and  had  ^    ,. 

14  officers  and  mariners  exclusive  of  the  Master,  all  Spaniards,  hired  and  shiflped'lgr  tlie  said  Master  ^ 

at  Matanzas  about  6  months  ago.    Neither  he  nor  any  other  of  the  officers  and  tnariners  had  any 
interest  in  the  vessel  or  cargo;  was  Boatswun  on  board.    The  l^t  clearing-pcNrt  was  St.  Jago  de 

«Cape  Verdes,  and  tte  voy^  began  at  Matanzas;  does  not  know  where  it  was  t«|ave  ended ;  from 
Matanzas  the  vessel  went  to  SI.  Jago  Cape  Verdes,  and  took  in  some  fresh  pWvis|gns,  and  afler 
remaining  there  4  days  went  to  Rio  Pongas,  where  the  Master  went  ashore  being  ^Pl;  'does  not 
know  for  what  reason  the  vessel  went  into  that  Hg«r.  Firaf-aaw  the  capturing  vessel  outside  the  bar 
of  the  PaH«is  8  days  afler  her  boat  had  seized  the  *  Espe^mffiio,"  whil^  at  awior  in' that  river ;  does 
not  knm^Rlere  the  vessel's  Papers  were  for ;  captura^M^Iace  about  10  days  ago..  No  resjkttLnce 
j^    was  nnfte,  there  were  no  instructions  to  make  any,  or  to  avoid  capture,  o^to  destroy  or  conceal  any  of  ^^  ^^ 

^    the  Papers.     The  Mastir,  who  is  a  Spanish  subject,  is  sole  Owner  of  the^ieesel ;  knows  it  because        '  ^ 
the  Master  told  hiq^  so.     Knows  nothing  about  any  Bill  of  Sale,  the  price  was  three  thousand  two       ^      ^ 
hundred  do^rr,  witness  saw  it  paid  to  Sjr  former  American  Owner,  believes  the  sale  i^have  been  i^  ^  ^ 

true  onm  and  that  the  vessel  will  belong  to  the  said  ^Ulster  if  restored ;  knows  of  no  private  agree-  ^ 

ment.    The  Master  ia  sole  Owner,  Lader,  and  CJuhsiggge  of  the  cargo ;  it  was  ^fpihil  <ti  the  Rio 


nt.    The  Master  ia  sole  Owner,  Lader,  and  Cflhsiggge  of  the  cargo ;  it  was  ifpniil  tfii  th( 
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B»ngM*  Knows  i^lMbf  ili€  kakvoyafe,  tbt  car^  <i|^thia>w>».ahippcdaiMi^gae,4MMl,tflaaMtgd 
o£  about  30  bavnk  of  AiPnrdiente,  and  ijffOQ  or  5^000  ^Ulfrs  (gold  and  dlv«i||pie  veaKl  was  takon 
direo^M  Sierra  Leone  after  capture ;  there  wer^o  Paj^^  delivered  i]|l  qjc  onboard  CP  the  time  oC* 
capttfr^except  the  Loff^book  written  by  t^  M^  andijlBrch  he  belilMilif|Brtrae.    Ttere  were  oa" 


llip«r»  deatrayed  or j 


They  MP»«lM|Mjt  ] 
in  the  possesslR  of  the 


the  MMifr  hai  the  pi#B 


with  wnb  tettee  of  < 


^. 


oqD|tfe. 
KncMpaf  lAiOthenPaiiars.  Mlating.  to  tbe  v^essel  a§oafg^,tJ^imdm  ^pie 
ter.  ':wBtf»rwi»a.naChart*|^ty." 
The  BoaUny^ainfurthel^ieposeth  as  regarded  the  d||tai]9ed  vesseVs^mment,  that  **  the  hatches  ei^^r^ 
close,  and  not  with  grratiqgs.of  sm  kind*    The  coamings  of  the.  ^iflErays  are  not  bored,  and  there  Jr' 
are  no^ironiprB.    Thee»  are  ^ltfM>^''ctieads»e£  the  cabin  a^d  forecastle  onl^  no  spaseT 

planks,     T&re iiB-nepaMMf  a  4HK-c^  There  were  no  shackles,  boitf  .     There 

are  84%M  water-casli^4P^e  andsmAI,  dots  not  know^he  qimiiity  of  water  t  ^tajn,  thegr 

are  all  wM  with  fresh^^er,  most  id  been  previously  filled  w  te ;  there 

^ .    were  only  8  wat«^93&^|^ngmg  ich  capn|||fljjf  holding  1^  le  reason 

^  they  w|M|a  filled  m/^Mg^  water  w  |r  alongMBirhere  they  a  not 

T^reM(iio  mSTtxelm  kid.     Ti  r.     TherJ^ere  8  bags  d  S( 

crew.*' W  ..,w.  -  ^ 


% 


<k- 


le  reason 

not  aalL 


Kooafwikiesa^tfaa.aeeiaHi^  r  t  ijpim  eonbbenitfVa  ef  the  Boatowaia^ateaa- 

mony;  confirnMiM||^  the  most  direct  VMUier  the  atatomeato  of  the  previ^np,  witness  as  to  the  vessel    ^. 
hann^  bean  fittdfltui  and  supplied  with,  S|p||2i(sh  Piters  at  Matajizas*.  I^B||||Iing,  under,  the  "TpnuMlTi 
end  ther Master,  and  alleged. Owiier  beiilJKa  Spanish  au^ct.  ^rv  ^)K^ 

le  Captor's,  case,  was  cJiaSai  by  its  puh^viion  on  the. 'S&stant ;  and  oa  the  I2th  the  VoniUoa^^ 
-^M'ned  into  Court,  which  l^dis^ued  UmAe  4ih  cumfll^   - 
^hiriburt  met^oo^  the  d£^^im^^ 


f 


was 


(xplry  of  the  Monition  Mdif||k^ar  de^Mii.  on  the  case  of  the 
rt||^;e]ridehce  which  had  been  received  iifcifte  caBwe  wemtcif  opinion  distinctly 


Kto  be  unquestionably  a  Spanish  vessel^  and  therefore  within  the  jurisdicjtton 
i  Mixed  Court  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  being  e<]gU9ped  for  tie  Slave  'ti^k* 


^ued  dvllie  4ih 

Durt  met.  oo^ the  d^|^ 
perimenl       ^ 

showed>i»'^    _ 

o£  tf^BHKBh  and  Spanish 

And  oi^iiBt  chaise  of  unlawlul  equipment  had  been  proved  tp  have  betta  correctly  founded^  she 

having  actually  on  board  naore  casks*  or  vessels  for  carrying  liqaxdlfaan  wea^^iiQequiaite  fiin||^  crew  of 

auch  a  ^Hnpel,  as>  weU  as  more  fresh  water. ;.  a  J>ecree  of  Condemnation  was  passed  upo^^p|f  detained 

vessel  asiMke  to  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  ap^d  Spain, 

Sierra  Leone^  ZOih  JajmS^lSSl..  ^ 

■ m -m r ^ 


CSiSoed) 


WALXER  W.  LEWIES 
H.  D.  CAMSQELL. 


No.  13. 


lfi»  Me^fy'g  Comii0ikmet0si0irimmmt  Pmlmgratm,'-<^eeiv^ 


m 


Mr  LoBiD^ « ^ 

2^    TbfCaseof 
to  mimeiy^f 

fiEavana;  and  tite 
on  her  return 


22.) 


Sitrra  Lsoue,  W^  Jaitmm^ts  1837.. 


tUttlUki 


Sinisljipliooner,  **  Gcrfa,**' lite  Report  of  wftkll*  we*  btt^ 
&^^es  of  aa  unsuccessfiil  slave-trading  adyentiir0; 


to.t 


had  hem  shipped^itt  the  Boonjc,  btendfiid  for  disposal  at 
iT  was;  9ttemp<^  to  geif  over  tiie  Bonny  Bar  wkb  tkcm 
-,  whe^^  boali,  of  His  Maje%*s  slocip>  "  Scout,**  Cwlfc-S 
^  ^  seizedl  het  on  the  a|h  De<se«|iy*»  1S36 
the  detanwBd  vessel  \ras  di^tttehed  to  this  plade&i;  trial;  *^  ^ 

,The  ccmdemnatlta  of  the  vessel  and  the  einaneipatioir 
i^tpofejiiaiS  oub  the^^th  JaD|pq[,  after  the  completion  of 
We  be^pfea' 


^S 


WWIT' 


iLve  tmbraw  ydte  Xordslup's  attention  tae;^ 
in  one  of  the  shi/s  PSipers,  fSttf^Manifest  of  €^go^  |^^*^  ^y  *^^  ^ 

Abearance  is  therein  gl^n  tcf^i'  ui^usual:  number  of *<riidi8;  at 


as 


house  ifl^i^orities 

that  time  principally  fiSfod  witkjvater,  but  ^intended  on  the  return  voyagg,  i 
Decutn^it  distinctly  states,  tat  ^  used  fi>c  hi^din^  ''  palmi  ebristi^"  or^mmon 
castor-cAl,  an  article,  we  believe,  not  preperecbfcr  expOTtatioa  by  any  of  the  natives 


of  this  Coast.   It  is  needless  to  point  out  tlwijtoing  afesuwEity  of  s«|^  lOtentMi; 
but  the  manifest  aii^nijlton  the  part  of  the  Custom-house  Offi^ers^  ^|^  to  ^^Mgg^ 
e  reailf  intended  employment;  of  tliese  water-cai|iiB,  deserves  some  notica»    SpSWU^i 


#» 


"one,,  out  of  the  numerous  subterfh^,  tl^tldi  theiramumiice  e£  tJM  Hawp^,  AwtTw*^*^ 
^jjj&s  a£K>rdg  tp  the  Spaniil^  ^lEQ-trader  \vllerei#tP^  endea^ovr  t»  shidft  luiasdf 
&om  the  operatioffjif  i^£quisineiit  Allele  of  tiie  new  Treatif.  f- 
*^      .^Pr       >^  %    Weh«K,&c. 

medT  WAUFBR  W.  LEWIS. 

H.  I>.'1CAMI«BLL. 
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^':^    .#       ^^  Enclosure  la  m-lj.-^.    '^  '  %;       "    ^;.^ 

jlapoff  qfOe  CtfiK  of  the  ^ptmUh  $6hooner  "*  G«t%Sl  Josi  Vmoenie  Larrazabal^  Master. '    ;V>* 

of  the  United  StttlM,  «nd  miflvr 

htough  Messieurs  Brelif^iid  Co. 

k,  tolRraQCtecoilBqiiikoc,  a  Spa* 

apshitMlfartrftfatft  city.    i#iiief<^AoWiiig^ immth  tliitf 'Wtisttel  left  IHnoM,  boimd'to^fhe  ^oftny, urMh 

ip^ff^rst  •»  of  ^fiiicfa^^iaepltaiiy  il|^  WH  of^OibfOfimilffA^t^mL  tm  «dalt>" 

('^iMtoikmsslttfeiAMrt.  ■»«*#* 

ort  ih>m  the  Goremor  of  Cuba.    * 


"ZSUoii  to  be  :Qie 
g^*^  1.  TroviJitmal 
tI.  jRittteT*ion. 


rJ^ 


i^ 
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witness  byjjbe  said^ 
Havana."  4{Snt 


^• 


K^ 


fk 


•. 


i'i 


I  Maoffcit.  '  ^  ^*  %» 

4.  Bin  of  Sale.  v  ^Ogk  ^ 

After  qiktin^  Havana,  it  is  aUeged,  thit  tb^ssefc^Wae  dM|Mled  to  enler  thtf^rt  of  JM|Uston 
'fer  Jt,|i<H ft'JJere  4he  MaitT  made  mnkt  addili^  UPiiia  outwcurd  cargo,  and  procured^wMBpHcati 
Cotom'iMse  Pttpers^^'Cteaiance,  and  BiH  of  Health,  the  latter  of  which  was  authtaftcated  l)y  Che 
Spanish  Couol  at  CharleslM.  Vhe  ^Gatd"*  then  proeeeded  t^tlie  Cape  de  YerdetfMbr  wood  and 
water,  and  after  a  short  stay  sailed  direct  for  the  Bonny.  *0He  hondrcid  and  4Aexm  ^m»  "were  ^ool- 
'lected  and  shipped  in  this  mer  on  the  5th  December*  UM6,  and  in  the  nlghMT  the  same  iby  the  boats 
of  Hi^i^esty's  sloop  "  Scout''  surprised  the  **  OcUa**  in  the  Portuguese  channel  at4he«entnuice  of 
the  Mpj,  and  cuptnrediiec.  Commnndfar  Ciaiffie  Am  dtspatoli^d  4hiaviin)4o  Si«fNr€jeona  for 
triallT*  .         ff 

ThenKarshal  and  Surgeon  visits  the  Gata'Oti  the  '4th  January)  1887,  for  the  purpose  of  making   - 
their  separate  Ifeeportd.    The  latter  offieer  pronounoed  the  general  aspect  of  the  slaves  ta  have  Been 
goodf  but  as  50  of  them  -rpquired  medieid  -treatment  in  various  degrees,  he  recommended  tbeirjj 
diate  landing.    This  measuve  was  adopted  on  the  following  day. 

Vbe  ptoe^gUtiDU  commenced  on  the  5th  instant,  when  the  Monition,  which  was  retmmed  en  theT2th, 
went  fortl^  the  JPapervittd  DeclavaOttn  were  ^W,  and  the  evidenee  direet«d>to  be  takes.. 

^The  sdl^tance  of  the  allegations,  embodied  in  IGommander  Craigie's  Peelan^jin,  is  that  tMPli  Gattt' 
was  captured  at  t^entrance  of  the  Bonny  on  the  501  December,  18S6,'Und6pi|aaiish  ^dfatOBj-^iid 
tikat  m  had ihen  W -board  111  slaves  shipped  in  that  river  on  the  day  of  capture. 

The  Rqrffotror  took  the  eaaisfofitioaB  of  the  Ma^er,  Jos^  Vraeate  de  Larrazabil,  and  of  the  Mate, 
.RanvDn  jj^ndes,  on  the  7th  instant. 

*4Ke  first  witneMuIeposed,  that  *'  be  was  bom  near  BOboa,  and  has  lived  at  Santander'fbr  the  fant 
jthfHeen  years,  hvvever  served  any  statehut  Spain.  Was  aj^tointed  to  the  command  by  the  owner  of 
lyK^veasdl,  whofeiiMe  he  does  not  recollect,  but  it  is  in  the  vessel's  Papers;  possession  was  given  to 
id  wner  (wh<^  •  Spanish  sui))eet,  and  a  resident  of  Jj^vana)  on  the  1st  ^^e  li^t,  at 
saw  the  said  vessel  there  on  the  25th  Maj^  last;  she  was  built  in  Nora  Ame- 
rica. Was  lifoeant  ^when  the  vessel  was  captured  for  having  slaves  on  board ;  sailed  under  (padiih 
'  cofalitttifrgp  ^'y*>8  ^^  &n  old  American  'flag,  but  which  was  not  made  use  of.  The  vessel  has  always 
"teg^^jPlBlgato,^  and  has  no  other  name$  she  is  32  tons  burthen,  and  had  11  officers  and  mariners, 
exfllWe  oPWitness,  all  Spaniards,  hired  -aad^^ipped  -by  witness  ^iMf^mnsi  on  the  7tb  June  last. 
Neither  he  nor  any  of  the  officers  or  marintrs  had  any  interest  in  eijfift  the  vessel  or  cargo ;  was 
Master  on  board.  The  last  clearing  port  was  Charleston,  but  the  voyage  oommenced  and  was  to  have 
ttded  at  Havana ;  afier  leaving  iravana  the  vessel  was  forced  to  -put  into  Charleston  to  jeet  a  new 
^ramaetythe^ld  onji|jbng  been  struck  by  lightning;  remained  there 9  days,  and  shipped  SWgsbfliAi 
ofiAMech<»»  ift#  iroMMence  proceeded  to  si.  Jago,  Cape  ^erdea,  wheneihe  took  in  wood  and  wa^, 
anftiflgf  II  iBWiiiig  10  dap,  proceeded  to  &e  B^ny»  where  he  made  trade  with  the  natives  and  pur- 
Fnttt^aw  tbexapturiiig  vessel  outside  the  Bonny,  on  the  third  day  after  her  boats  had 
•*  CHxtaf  capture  took  place  on  the  5th  December  last  at  night,  inside  the  bar  df  the  Bonny.; 
ibere  was  -no  dhaBe9*tfae 'boats  were  not  seen  until  they  came  alongside;  witness  was  steeriqgAt  ibe 
'fime'fnr  Giftia.  Wo  resistance  was  made;  iheve  were  -no  instructions  to  make  any,  or  to  avdPoap- 
tare, twr fcr UMitealing  or  destroying  any  oflke-vessers  lepers.  Does  notrenremberthe  owner's  name; 
was  acquainted  with  him  only  a  few  days  b^ftite'he  was  appointed  to  the  cqmniand ;  believes  him  to  ^ 
the  owner  from  his^dng  employed  by  him ;  and  believes  him  to  be  a  native  of  Bilboa,  andthlitie 
lived  there  previofiiaferesiding  in  Havana ;  does  not  know  if  the  said  ow^er-he  married.  There  k  a 
Bill  of  SlJe  amon^lnne  Papers,  but  he  knows  nothing  further  about  it,  and  ctnmot  say  [if  the  price  be 
paid;  knowscf  no  private  agreement,  Tke Owner  ofthevesi^  is  also  Owner  and  Consignee  of  the 
cargo;  witnessladed  the  slaves  ngyr  on  boanj^^ul  they  were  to  have  been  landed  at  Cuba  for  the 
sole  account  and  risk  of  the  said  "Burner,  who  is  a  merchant  at  (lavana.  Knows  nOtfahig  of  the  last 
voyage;  the  cargo  shipped  atfiavami  was  rum  and  a  little  rioe;  fee  piimmi  cargo  is  slaves;  lit 
wewiisiipped  akogether,  Att/rem  the  shore ;  does  not  recollect  iheir  deacr^liona;  none  died  be^re 
eaptirfe,  aooie  lw¥e  died  since,  believes  9;  the  vessel  was  Xakeii^f]iiect  to  Sierra  Jjeone  after  capture. 
Ihe  PloperB  delivered  up  were  and  a|re  all  true  and  fair.  No  papers  were  destroyed,  concealed,  or 
made  away  with.  Knows  of  the  exiiftttice  of  no  other  AfWl  jdatiog  to  'the  vessel  or  cargo.  Tbsie 
wasnoXJbarterpart^  ■•**:**?\;     ^   ^  f 

.   The  Mate,  Ramon  Mendez,  gave  evidence  of  a  i|li[jature  to  that  above  recapitnlaied. 

It  waa  <howflly  a  petitioB  filed  oiUhc  7th  instagft,  that  9  deaths  had  occnrMd  amoogst  the  ibves 
MM^gpture.  yfbl^h  ^  proqf^3i>gt|ba  case  wasnomifete^  ayid  jmblicatiott^pas  granted  on  the  9th 

^m  Ottkl  met  on  the  wieL  idRanUi|idecide  upon  the  ease  irf  tils  ^^Mm.*^  'The^vidence  then  read 

il's  voyage  ^nd  employment;  the  Cqurt therefore  decreed 


^cttl  met  on  the  wk  1 
dearly  pm^d  the  illkdt  character.ol 
te  coBdemnaM  of  the  '*  Gaie^*^ 

I  Leone f  TMh  Jtmuan/y  1887 


nanc^atioo  of  the^Ufidbg  slaves,  in^nii|nberJtt 
(Signer  ^^ 
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n-^Mw  McffesU/'s  CoiA0Stw)n^to  Viscount  PaifMrston. — {Utcdvcd  April  9&.) 
lyfr  toBP,   .\  » '.    \  Sierra  Leoney  2Sd  Jdr^iutftgr^  1837. 

Wb  have  had  tlie  hoiibur  to  receive  'your  Lordship^s  Despatch  of  the 
7th  December,  4836^  conveying  to  us  your  Lordship's  entire  apprano^i  of  a' 
Daolanitioii,  coataiaest  in  our  Jaijgttent  on  the  ease  of  the  Spanish  brigantine,   « 
*f  Rozprito/'  to  the  eflSect  that  under  .no  circuh^ances  could  ^^ckles,  bolts,  or 

^Imndcuff$>  be  deemed  articles  of  lawf^api^erce ;  and  we  beg  to  assiuewmr 
l^lRship  that  we  have  been  much  gral9&by  this  expressioo  ofyoiir  LiSMiip'd 
^approbation.  N.  *  **  /• 

r  *  '         We  have,  &c. 

*  (SidN)  V^AtlJ»  W-  LEWia 

r^  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 
Th&  Right  Hon.  ViscaUT^mulmerstonyO.C.B.  ;W  a 

Sfc.  ^     Sfc.  '   Sfc.  .   ~  \ 

— L —  I  ^ ^ — f— ^mi^  - 

Nd.i5.  •  .      •  ^r*  « 

Viscomit  Palmer ston  to  His  Mcyest^f^tigMmsstonertx^^ 
GiisnWSMEy, .  ForeignVffice,  QUh  Aprils  1837.     ^ 

i^      With  reference  to  your  Despatdi  of  th^ffth  June,  1836,  on  thp  subjecM|''      -f^ 
of  the  charge  brought  by  the  Masterof  the  *'  Si^nda  Iberia"  against  the  crew^*^ 
of  the  detained  vessel,  the  ''  Fair^lfcsamond,"  of  plundering  various  articles  of      T^ 
personal  property ;  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  the  accom-  g 

panying  Copyi  of  a  Letter,  and  of  its  Enclosures,  from  the  Admiralty,  containiag  'M 

a  stat|pent  made  by  Lieutenant  George  Rose,  late  in  command,  of  the  **  Fair  -Mt 

Rosafljbnd,"  in  explanation  of  the  circumstances  alleged  against  him  and  the  crew-  r^ 

of  that  vessel.  |ftfe 

I  am,  &c.       jjft  ^^ 

His  Majesty's  Commissioners,  •'         (Signed)  PAfcWEKSTON* 

Sfc.  Sfc.  ^*^  f  ^ 


Enclosure  in  No.l5. 

Mr.  IFood  to  the  Han.  IF.  Fox  Strangwayi,  ^\^ 

S^i  ^J.  Admiralty^  Sth  Jpni,  1537.  .        ;  V  - 

'  * '    In  retime  to  your  Letter  of  the  %d  of  September  last»  with  its  several  Endosores/upon  the 
subject  of  the  Spanish  schooner  "  Segund^  fberiaj^  condemned  at  Sierra  Leone  for  being  engaged  in     ^  ^ 

the  illegal  traffic J|M^ves,  and  the  charge  against  the  crew  of  the  detaining  yestd,  the  *'  JPw  Rosa-  ^^*         M* 
:^     mond/'  of  plundflwg  various  articles  of  personal  property;  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Com* 
';^.       mniiDners  of  the  Admiralty  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Viscount  PalmeiBton,  ooq^ies  of 
^^  a  Litter  and  its  Enclosures  from  Lieutenant  George  Rose,  late  in  command  of  the  **  Fair  Rosamoad,'' 

in  explanation  of  the  circumstances  alleged  against  him  and  the  crew  of  thaft  vessel. 
>^  I  am,  Slc 

The  Hon.  JF.  ¥ot  Strangways^  Foreign  Office^  ...{Signed)        C.  WOOD. 


First  Sub-Endosare  in  No.  15. 
Lieutenant  Rose  to  SirJfl^  Barrow^  Bart. 


.*<«*► 


.* 


SiR,^*     .  I  ^'P  A.Alie-place.ithAp^lSSl. 

Ik  reply  to  your  Letter  Ull&e  i^d  ultimo,  I  nave  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  the  iofbrmation  of 
my  Xi^pjb  Commis^ners  of  the  Admiral ty»  the  following  sta^meuts  and  accompanying  documents, 
relative' to  the  charge  of  plunder  made  against  the  crew  of  the  '*  Fair  Rosamond ''  while  under  my 
command  on  the  coast  of  JJ^ca.  41C/. 


la  Iberia*^  by  me  on  the  28th  DeCj^ygSS.    The  Master  of  |the  condemned  vessel,  Mariano 
»me  on  board  the  *^Fi^r  RosamoMJ^  in  company  w^th  Mr.  Glynn »^y  sempr  Mate;  who,  jfa 

Un|tof  her  captnre^'nad  had  chargeW  the  detained  vessel.'    Mr.  Glynn  replMd  to  me,  (hat  .  ^m 

^  C4Ks  had  charged  the  crew  of  the  *'  Fair  Rosamond"  with  haiqiw  plundered  him  of  certain  '  ^| 


"  I  beg  to  snbmit'the  following  statement  of  facts  as  they  occurred  relative  to  tha<ieapture  of  4be 
**  Segunda  Iheria**  by  me  on  the  28th  DeCj^ygSS.  The  Master  of  |the  condemned  vessel,  Mariano 
Caias,  came  on  board  the  *   **  ..   --     ^. 

from  the  1 

Mariano '  _ 

-^  articles  of  personal  property  during  his  absence ;  thit  charge  was  substariBated  by  the  Cabin-boy  of 

,^  '  tie  detained  vessel,  who  deposai  t^  biffing  seen  nro  of  my  men  break  open  a  trunk,  and  take  from 

I  thence  certain  articles,  the  property  of  his  master.     I  reqi||ijt«d'  the  boy  to  point  out  the  individuals 

whom  he  accused  of  Uie  act,  which  he  did,  but  a|y>arently  urifcr  an  impressiowof  doubt.     I  here  beg 

to  observe  that  Mariano  Caias  varied  his  statement  oFthe  property  i)e  deposed  to  having  lost,  pesirous 

^        however  of  giving  the  matter  the  fullest  investigation,  I  ordered  the  two  men  charged  by  the  boy  jnth 

I  i^^        the  robbery  to  be  placed  in  irons,  ^^hl  the  lower  deck  .to  be  cleared ;  Hfe  accused  persons  were  seaiffed, 

but  nothing  was  found  on  them,  ^^en  ordered  thgt  lower  deck  to  be  searched  undeytbe  direction 

of  JM  officer?,  and  every  man's  bl^to  be  handed  up,  whiq|^as  done  and  seyched  ill  my  prelence, 

i»        ».  ^  ■ 
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anct  in  tbe  presence  of  Mariano  Caiae  and  his  boy,  but  i«ing  was  found  in  the  possession,  of  any  of 
my  cr^Wv    After  this  I  ^«red  the  bags  dTvtb^  Spaniards, ta  be  seflrabtfd;  Aron' these  Were  tAen 
seveiaTajrlicles  of  personal  property  and  of  trade,  cluillenged  by  Mariano  Caias  as  belonging  to.hiooh/ 
selffTlhese  were  dctivet^d  to  him,  alsoafi^Sr  of  pistola  picked  up  in  the  search,  hut  not  attll^hied' w 
a&y  one.     Having  done  this  much  in  tlkaji^       of  Bd&iriano  pajfss^  I  inquued  of  him  if  he  were 
^lUi^fiid  that  Ihdd.Aoiie  everything  in  m^Cpf^er  for  the  recovery  of  his  proper^  rlH^  replied,  that,  I^ 
bsdJ.  I  mpm  aalttd  Jii^^  U  he  oodd  MiggAl^any  Airther  nMsANa  that  i^ould  adopt  for  his  satis-  - 
Uf^6ovL    He  replied.  No;  that  hawaa  poefact^y  satisaed.    I  thfBreqtdr^  Of  him  to bfgtt  a  Docil-i 
ment  signifying  [Abe  ^ame^  which  ne  did  without  hesitation»H  I  nere  beg  to  renpar]^,  that  after  fbl^' 
scrutiriy  the  genend'  impression  on  board  the  ^  Fair  Rosamond"  was,  that  the  robbery  had  not  been*' 
coMtfttadby  her  o^^but  by  the  crew  a^J^  captmjed  vessel,  and  most  probably  during^  that  period, 
ofSBliifAiijation  wmch  generally  prevailsfpheMp^Per  has  no  chance  of  escape.    We  w^e  further 
bomeout  in  this  belief  by  the  circumstance,  t^»rflitever  property  was  discovered  bekAigiag  to  the 
Master  of  the  captured  vessel  was  found  in  the  ylssession  of  his  own  men ;  and  the  testimony  of  the 
boy  is  invalidated  ^hy  the  same  circumstance.    After  the  adjudication  of  the  **^Segunda  Iberia^'^  a 
Letter  frohi  vly  Agent' at  ^erra  Leone  informed  nie  that  Mariano  Caias  had  preferred  in  the  Cji^t 
the  charge,  ^frobkety  'a^ednst  the  crew  of  the  '*Fair^|MmondJ|ft|d  that  the  Co|irt  had  reSfai- 
mMrih^y  Proctor  to  make  satisfactory  rtotimeration  flpe  ^a^Hf  the  eond^dH  vessel  for  the 
loniilffk  had  sustained,  which  Q||Mirse  he  declined  to  ooT    My  CTWtor  aUo,  I  was  informed,  moved 
die  Glmrt  to  allow  the  Tnittri|faT  stand  over  till  my  arrival  at  Sierra  Leone,  which  the  Court  oUM^d 
'  ^n  theground  ^^^yUul|H|f  ^^y  arrival  was  uncertain,  and  jeforad  the  roattei  ty  EnglaiflK  -^ 

^meiime  In  {he  moSft^Hprch,  while  a^  Fernando  Po,  I  fellln  with  two  officers  belongin^R  the 
idron.  Lieutenant  M*c!evctly,  of  His  Majesty's  iriiip  "  Etna,"  and  Mr.  Shears,  Mate  of  His  * 

lajesty'a  ship  ^  Pylades,"  who  had  been  in  Court  at  the  adjudication  ^f '*  &«rtmd«  i6erta."  These 
gejQtlemen  had  heard  the  Court  strongly  censure  my  conduct  in  regard  to  Jlnransaction  un^er  dis- 
cussion, notwithstanding  tl^%  testimony  of  the  prize-crew  that  Lhad  used  evBKcertioi^  to  jctetect  the 


t  testimony  of  the  prize-crew  that  j^^d  uf 
a^Jjgen  found  in  the  possession  ^Huiy  < 
ie  f|P  indignation  of  the  two  abote-IRmed 


• -Hie  Court  excited  the  ^^rise  |||l  indignation  of  the  two  abote-IRmed  OfUceisi  wfaoireport<i/d  the  pn>- 
'ii«ding6  to  nbe ;  and  I  could  name  Officers  in  command  on  thar  Coast  who  f  mnressed  similar  ieel|t^ 
OB.htariiig''that  a  British  Officer  had  been  censured  oG^u^h  evidence  b^  the  Cot/r/,  and  that  my 
Agent  ahmdd  have  be^required  to  make  restitution  forvFarticles  when  not  an  individual  thing  was 
found  in  the  posse8sif|^|j^y  of  my  men ;  and  will  it  be  Delieved,  that  4  months  after  thus  censtiring 

r  <H}fhfoniinlil  I  hsjd  bean 'af* 

—  ^joidahips  to  the  Paper, 

Vgww<^a  Iberia^  ^\  &c.i 


I  my  conduct,  the  Coui*Bpuld  state  tha^  they  had  refrained  eJfpre$sing  tua  opinio 

w  forded  an  oppofkinity  Implying  to  them  ?  ^  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  ^Blq^^o 

r   -^  entiited  *'  Em^s  of  the  Judgment  given  iujlb^  Case  of  the  Spanish  schod^^K^^ 

dated  Sd  FJKnry^  ^Hfidned^hiong  thd^^fpers  forwarded  to  me  fjAHi^d 


i  ftjUJI^^dmiralty.     It  is  there 

latttnally  benefit  my  cas^Bhy  Proctor  would  make  satis- 

fi^ftory  remunantion  to  MfBBo  Caias  for  the  loQks  he  had  clQ|^uustamed.  To  have  done  this  would 


stated,  that  the  Court  qpg^gi^  that  it  would  mat|rially  benefit  my  cas^Hby  Proctor  would  make  satis- 


faiave^een  to  aomowledtt^at  there  had  been,  as  the  Court  9dH|sed,  ^^some  very  irregular  proceed- 
ingdBmthow  daaathmPurt  arrive  at  this  most  logical  concnlision?    It  states  that  Mariano  Caias 


lave^een 
ras^PBid 


^ 


I 


viras^PHidered  by  the'crevrof  the  capturing  vessel  is  proved  not  only  by  the  eviden^tf  Caias  and  his    '^ ' 
servant,  but  by  the  exculpatory  Documents  drawn  up  by  the  Captor  himself,  and  lUte  admission  of  *-  ^-^ 

his  own  witnesses  that  part  of  the  ^  plundered  property  was  recovered  and  restorecT    I  here  beg  to  "ir! 

remark,  that  Mariano  Caias's^aj^nce  cmly  went  to  prove  ikit  he  was  robbed,  not  by  whom;  and  that 
it  is  the  boy's  evidence  o/onevviP^' attaches  it  to  the  crew  o^pe  capturing\essel ;  the  flMilpatory  Do- 
cuments does  not,  cannot  prove  the  robbery  ;  and  surely  no  other  British  Court  would  fflEre  come  to  the 
conclusio^Jfaat  p^dered  property  found  in  the  possession  of  the  complainant's  men  jMpved  that  the 
definidaiwjp|larty  were  the  robbers :  yet  such  is  the  logic  of  the  Court. 
^  ;j6on8C&iP  as  1  am  of  having  acted  in^lhis  afiair  with  wfect  integrity,  and  of  having  used  every 

f  means  ^'iHp  ™7  power  to  bring  the  ofienders  to  justice,  irimch  had  been  detected*  t  dp  not  feel  thatr 

the  Courcrespeded  as  it  ought  to  have  done  the  integrity  of  British  Officers,  when  it  evinces  a  dis]^  jM^ 
sition  rather  to  receive  the  depositions  of  tl\e  criminals  who  stand  before  it,  than^^e  unn^jpeaclS^  mt^ 
testiBiony' of  British  subjects.  ^        '  ^^  ^^  *  - 

On  my  aiYi^l  at  Sierra  Leone  in^J^jiie,  jMjS»  I  wflprolled,  4|>oh  by  the  Court  to  render  further.^ 
explanations  relative  to  the  capture  of  ttfe  ^^ISggunda  Iberia,*?  whicV I. declined  attending  to  as  I  was"*      '  ^  / 
informed  tbat  the  matter  had  already  been  referred  to  England ;  this  alone  was  the  reason  of  my  re»  ^.    . 
fusing  to  give  further  information  to  the  Court ;  and  I  was  supported  in  this  determination  by  the  '   '^ 
advi%|  of  my  Proctor  and  my  Agent    la^ondusion,  I  beg  to  ffsermthat  every  effort  to  detect  the 
V.        jipbbery  was  usod  immediately  thotcfaai^  ^u^'niipl^  ;  thft  I  disoo^^pl  no  proof  of  its  having  been 
r1^'     com^Md ;  that  there  was  no  circumstantial  evidence  to  corroborate  the  assertion  of  the  boy  who 
maderbe  afiensation,  bM  that  there  was  evidence  to  tnvalidate  his  testimonvMoid  I  could  not  there- 


fore  in  just^  punish  the  individuals  charged  with  the  robbery.     My  object  in  ^the  above  statement 
has  been  to  ^^blish  these  points.     I  trust  their  Lordships  will  notimsgine  that  iny  conduct  haft  been       t 
influenced  by  amy  feelmg  of  disrespect  towards  our  est^lished  Court,  though  I  must  express  myself 
disMUMfied  with  the  decision  of  that  Court  in  this  particular  case. 

"to  corrolHbte  the  foregoing  statement,  ftir  the  length 

I  now  sl^piit  the  matter^O  their  Lordshipa'  con^-l*^ 
n  I  have  offinred  will  prove  Satisfactory.  , 

I  have,  &c. 
:',  v^       ^  (Signed)        QEORGE  ROSTS,  Lieut^andh^ 

^j0  &^  J^^^  BarrvrngBart.  Commander  of  Ris  Majesty's  ship  **  Fair  0flmondJ'\ 


disMUMfied  with  the  decision  of  that  Court  in  this  particular  c 

.^    The4Bitinieayof  my  Officers  will  be  sufficient  to  corrolHate 

JjMWwhich  I  mua|fapologisM|^their  Lordships.     I  now  si|^it 

"^^jHon,  bopin^We  expHMkon  I  have  offered  will  prove  Satis 

^^  I  have.  &c. 


.J#^ 


*iM  ^*^  J^h^  Barrv^Kmtrt.  Commander  of  His 

Second  Sub-Enclosure  in  No.  15.  ^  ^ 

J*  fH^         Mr.  R.O.Wills  to  LieuL  G.Rose.  *.^ 

Hi»  Majesty* s  Schooner  "  Fair  R6$(fmondy^ 
I  Sir,  "^  ^  Coast  (ifAfricay2^th  June,  \SS6. 

In  answeivjfcyour  Letter  of  to-day's  date,  I  beg  to  state  that  when  the  Spanish  crew  cme  on 
L        ^  board  th^  ^'Fair  HkimiNid/^  by  yetnr  ^dei^^perintended  the  searching  of  their,  bags,  clothes,  Ac 

r  *    *  f .  *         '  ^       M  *    irf        T 

i  .  •.    *         '^        Digitiz*byC5CX)gl 


^         4.       ::  ^^:.     .*1 


^  «  SIERRA  leOiiM-   iS^S 


-*• 


#^ 


asrues ;  ihe  whole  <if  wW<di  ibe  Spiitilil%ta.pteii^^witf^  orf%oaid  at  the  Umc,  ownedte  beius  and  '41% 

part  iof  the  eargo  ;  that  <tbe  whole  was  neat  back  <m  board  ihe  Sf)aiiish  schooneSy  althoi)^  he  prMBbd 


donbloims,  &cn  I  ati|^^dijppet^  0(dcen}  searched  the  whole  of  our  xsa^iadividu^  OMr 
bags, 'add  ttie  JoWttr  mSk,  and  Mm  not  iuid  ai^ ;  and  I  ^am  of  4)pinion  that  every  exeftiotf KSafaael         -m 
l^you  and^vM  jifdHUhud  on  board  io  reooverlheMid  mon^  wbioh  I  stroBt;)y«iiiqpeot  the  Capbi*  fV 

Bevot^DossesMj^^^^^ 

mmanding  MU  M^o^^  Sokooner  **Airr 


>jjj^ 

%• 


^4 


*»: 


Third  Sub-lSebsiire  in  No.  15. 

Mr.  J.  'G.  JN.  Tham  t9  laeuL  GLMma. 

Sia,  4^  23d  June,  nS6,txf9to. 

In  voply  Id  yoar  Letter  of  the  22d,  1  have  to  state  ihe  fSoIlowing :  On  the  99Sh  Deoenifaei^  .^^ 

18tf^  about  noon,  the  Captain  of  the  '*  Segunda  Iberia ''  (prize  to  this  schooner^  came  on  boa^  and 
"  thdt  lifihkd  tot  2  doaWaoniiflpd  aome  doOtairyii  of  bts  tronk-;  also  a  spyglass ran^lookiitfi 
l&e  4ower  <ieck  was  strictly^forched.  iUae-fli|jlfallp's  oon^ny's  ba^  but  nothing  found.  1L 
^^Pttas  wasfoundin  Ihe  boat  that  bronglftlhe  prisoners  fipom  the  prize,  alsovabraoe  of  |Mstdla»  ,»''  ^ 

1#e]fe^wuito*flwl;0'M|k|^  to  theX^laptain*  On  my  anival^Sieira  XieaBe,diiziDg  the  time 
Die  veatoh  warn  ineoin|«m||^BMbBd  yecy  mu^  about  theHaublomt  WJMIiat  fisst  it  was  2  doubr 
loo»8^and,4a|9iaa  ^doltiiB  .he^VFlas^,  and  afterwards  s^yrag,  when.yoir^citoe  onlioanl,  it  was  8 
doubloons  in  gddand  doUa^' ..  >  . 

I  tieVer  heatiittn  mentim  a' word  about  the  silver  fork,  spoon,  and  sihfer'^ndled  Jmife,  norjd^ 
llingk^cept4faoiPMiaU8.tn^n^  The  first  time  I  heard  it  at  aU  aieaAioned  was  nAer  Us 

cpamimition  hy  »the  CauMJMdised  Comd^ion  1^  the^ootor. 

a.j^m  firm  hehef  that  the  Captaiu  of  the  '*  Segunda  Iberia**  had  not  the  articles  lie  pretended  ta 
miaagihr,  if  he  had  them,  they  were  taken  fi||m  the  vessel  by  some  of  his  own  etew ;  and  whA  I  was 
stnt  ^qflmard  to  take  clmge  itf  the  vMsel,  J  iook  with  me  a-quaaHiKof  cloth  which  had  been  l)ioiif^ht 

Ihave,  &£^  ^ 

iMuieiumt  G.  Roee^  (Signed)        J.  CLK.TlELMNy  Master's  JissuiMff, 

^  coimumMng  atffe  Mgfttiy^  Sekmmer  ^  Fknr  ilemmnd,*'  *  *' 

src  '^    *c  §t?. 

Fourth  ^b-BncloOTre  in  No.  1 5. 
(Cgu^JX  '^  jlL     -^*  ^  '^  Glymuio  Jdeu^  "6.  Mose. 

Sift,  WrMajesty's  Schooner'**  Fair  Rosamond;^^9ihra  L^eone^^2d  June,  l-SSii  . . 

41^  In  pursuance  of  your  Xetter  of  the  22d  inst,  I  beg  to  state  the  following : — On       December, 

1985, 1  ^mm  aent  in  ckarge  of  4he  beats  to  board  a  aliEai%e  vesaeU  -apparenHy  a  8layef,on' our  weather 

x/  beaflit about  2  miles.^^  boarding  llpiind  her  fiill  df  sfe^es,  when  I  ran  bar  before  the, wind 4<^^]iin 

^    the  '*  Fair  EoiBaiiil|p|^uid  nmaiBed  on  .board  <li iijgjaulwrhile  removing  the  prisoners,  the  Spimli 

.    Captain  having  been  sent  on  board  v^th  his  FapersrMDulhis  return  he  complained  to  me  thfMiis 

trunk  had  been  Tobbed  to  the  amount  |^40  and  odd  dollars,  saying  at  the  time  it  was  2  SoubloonB 

'     ^"9^  ^  "^^  iiMleilars.     I  immediatery  tSm  him  on  bofNl  the  ^'  Fair  Rosamond,"  and  repfNrted.it  ^ 

y^ajpy  Commni4iyi  wheu  lie  altemd.  his  statement  of  ^Mf Honey  to  2  doubloons  and  46  dollars^  and 

?g[]j|agrthatyid  it  was  7^.8  douiifaans,^  '       ' 

S^^MTith  ri&ect  to  the  silver  cup,  npMliPW(r»  -silver-handle^ittfe,  watch,  and  tdescqp^I  never ii««tA 
^Vword  Bbim  it  aintil  after  the  aiiifjfcflb^^  Fair  Ro8aiii(M  "  in  this  port. 

1  stijMiber  sending  *a  meflaageSB^my  CoaamaadeS)  saying  that  -the  Spanish  atew  had  a^gveat 
fuantitlplgooda,  which  I  ihou|pht  was  part  of  faercaigo,  in  their  bags. 

Jn  answer  I  received  a  meseage-to  say  ttiegr  niiid  be  aaamined  on  board  the  "  Fair  Rosam^nd^ 
which  was«dona,and  a  great  quantity  dt  .tracUGmih  and  beads  was  sent  back  in  the  same  boaiwifil: 
the-^anishUCaptain.  %m. 

J  also  rgfcAnber  aotne^studs  being  ]HdilKl  up  on  the  ^*  JEUr  Bosawond's  *'dack,hut  cannot  aay  how 
thejcamepajatfrt  .n 

fe  *Hp     jj  ^y  '  I  have,  Stc      „ 

Lieut.  G.  Roserc}milmaing  His  Majesty's  *  ?  Signed)  E.  JL.  GwISN,  Mate. 

'*  Fair  Masamtmd:* 


% 


firtaayr' 


*^,. 


1- 


r\         J  .^.,         ^lFi||ygu^Spdosure  in  m.M5.  ^^^ 

^fP  W^  l^^JL  Scriven  to  Xiitf./.  Rose,     yr^' 

Sia,J^,  ITfe  Ma^sh/s  SchMmar** ^pr  Rosamond,^^Sierra  Leone,  itM  Jme,  iSgfi..  -^.    ,_■ 

■pBl^ply  to  your  Letter  of  this  date  I  faW  to  state,  that  a'^faort  time  after  pal|j|ig  cMmpmy      ^     {jl 
with  tne  "  Segunda  Meria,**  one  of  the  prisoners  producing  a  spyglass,  and  wishing  to  sell  ifliSme  '~* 

for  5  dollar^  mm  previous  circamslaBces  I  htvm  strong  ^i^cions  th»lit  belonged  to  th^  Captain  of  ^ 

the.said  ve^l,  who  h«d  ttMnplaiaad  that  he  waB4Mbbed  ^f  several  articles  by  the  men  belcmging  to 
the  *^  Fair  Rosamond,"-  some  of  which  were  Iband  in  the  ^bags  of  the  prisoners;  for  i^panoe,  a  . . 

lod^ngrgtep,.^BQaaa^dfl»4ti(i^  and  some  riWrtjhrttons,  which  were  picked  up  on  the  deck.  **' 

lACut.  G.  Rose,  caiMAanitBf  Mis  Mqjeel^'e  Sch^      v  (Signed),.  '  «i^  J.  SCRIYEN.  H 

^  -  ^       •  i^"     '      **  Digitized  by  GO^^JP.'^ 


F 


Om  tKe  etn^enmatioii  of  Ae  *^  S^gun^JBeria^^  I  heard  the  censure  passed  on  .the  officers 
of  d» JBUr  ]|oBaiin(»d"  by  di9  HU  C8iMDisiiofl||gB  thdi||^t:  fhoiCiiptoia  and 


MI>HIII(^~1 


^tii^inhh^Stutunda  Sbmia  "  m|j|^  sworn  thai  (MHpons.aiia  dollars  wiayjtoloatby 
thp  ^  Wa»  B5Bnnnd>^*lfe  M aoai^  said  that  he  felt  sorry  ti^f»tnMrfvert  np^pbc^^fifi^ 


ofllMBe  fceloDgpIc  to  the  **  Fair  TTuiwiiKgBg  hut  in-  consocjpieneoof  the  losses  ba^nag  been  mOKO* 

by  the  Propriet0al|[r^ii^j»^  ifriUM  m  LerSv^  th»  Admiralty  rolatio^  the  oifeitmstaDeo.     Mr. 

thn  warn  attcKfMested  the  Gomt  taawpead jMIr  deci8io«dl  tlMMBse  until  ihe  arrival  of 


,  Lieut  Rose.    In  reply  to^i^ich  fiff^acauley  stated  JflU^^  to  haTv  iH^feoee  there ;  but  as 
^0|^  uncertain  at  whafc  ^un^Jfe  ^(Sid  would  be  at  Sie^HKne,  the  opoe  wsVdecided  on  the  oath 
^GJ^         ^|il'tm>tnMn  rfwoe  menrtttjMJT  ^^     ^^ 


-# 


■  ^jttignejlSlIt    JOHN  A.  ,S^HEA^ 
Lieut. Bote^ Hit  Majeriy't Schooner    <^«F        '^'Ps!^  Hit-Mojesty'a  Schooner-** Fylades" 

.j^  -  Fair  Rotamond."  *•  "^ 


r 


,^         -JK*  No.  16. 

jPp.  'i,  Jf    Fiscotmt  Pcdmerston  to  His  Mqfesti/^s  Commissioners.  % ; . 

GmmsHBN^  /^  Foreign  Office,  W!Hh  Jltfjog^  lj937> 

tfif        WiXH  ceferenca  to  your  Desp^^ltl^  tke  18tb  of  January  laslSSIq>Q|^g 
tteeoMbmoBiMm  of  the  Spaaisk  brig*  ^'  San  Nicolas,''  \  bftTe  to  acc)uaint  yo^%dE 
,  i  i^free  with  the  opinion  enterfein^  by  the  Cenrt,  ^^IH^^  vessel  havinr  only  one 

brge  batch  fitted  with  gratings,  instead  of  hatches  as  'roaiured  fifj  the^Wter  of  ttie 
1%  TMsdtf^  coBggg  ^^'^^^^  ^  provisioiis.  of  the  first  secUoa  ol^n6  Equi|pflfent  Artide» 

wid  BWMrt|MtoB«iitd  as  baviflg^  a  prtnt^  /octe  ease  of  jinlgirfd  en^loymMl 
^j^tij^         made  out  ^unsij^;  and  I,  therefore,  entirely  aj^rore  ^Ififfir  sentence  of  con*   ^ 
WJff^         dtenmation pronounced  by  the  Mixed  Court  upon  the  "  San  Nicolas**  , 

^Sk^  ^Mk  I  Mi^  &c.  ,^^ 

^9P  £iKM<9«*^C«Mm*Mio»er3r  ^jloed)  PALS(ER||PN. 

#■ 


#^ 


No.  17. 


^^^VV^  Jns&rteritoii  ft?  His  McgesH^s  Comnmmm&rs.  ,4^ 

Gminjw«N^  -^  Fordg^  Oilcfi,  19/*  Jk«^  1837. 

Jlj^  ..Wrrff  reference  ^.rsml^spateh  to  you  of  the  9i  of  September  Mst^ 
finmBiog  }oa  that  His  Mipsty's  Government  was  o^  opinion  thaet  the  two 
vessels  having  on  boavd  jrait  of  the  officers,  and  crewa%^  i^paaisk  daver%  then 
aiirijtthr  adfvdieaitioii  at  Siecifa  Leoiie^  dsonldi^.Jiot  have  beeft  permitted  te*  levve 
tlvCcSonT>.  I  herewHb  traMnit  to  you  «.Oi$y  of  a  CbmmnnHlhttbit  lirom  the 
Colomal  Uepartment,  conMKog  ^  letter  from  jyeutenant-Govemor  Campbell 

.Tltt»  Jham  hw  be^i  referred  ta  His  MmstyX  Jjdvoeato-G«neri^9  ifk»  hmfjf>^ 
'^Mptprted>  that  ^,it  now  appem^  froinl^lie  Letter  Wtiie  Legal  Adviser  of  fiie 
xQHbaat-Goveilfeoc.  that  the  witnesses  had  been  examined  on  the  Standing 
Ifittiigitoiiesy'ltaMl  that  there  are  bo  IomI  regulalioii&  ui  the  CoIobj)!^  to  AMveat 
ive>  be  ihinlES  tbeA*  the  Gorerner  wonUMot  have  been  justiied  m 


iv  *        O^P^l 


I  am,  &(Vv. 
i)  PALMEIISTON. 


Mr.  Stephen  to  Hon.  W,  Fox  Strangwcuft.  ua 

jMbning-tireet,  20th  Pehrua^  ^^^ 
ia  yoor  Seller  oTthr  W  Septem^TJhs^  incfosifig  a  DcspatjpJIum  His  t       * 

8  at  Sioora  Leone,  giving'  an  account  of  the  departure  from  that  port«f  iine      *  "^-"^ 
2rBpmjbfkgimyrag  on  Jboard  part  of  the  oflfteers  add .  crews  of  SpaoM  shvers, 

deliiiM|| Iiiijii^ Tsmy  mtk  Speia  of  the  2801  of  Jium»,189A^  ^  were  tbeoe   •  Ita^ 

m^&oaS^l  Ml  afreoted  fayr  Lord  GleMlg  io  iMtmsmi  to^  you»  for  tMhfi liun^   "^ 

ii^Copteof  aDe«pldi,aBdofitoLKloaoreSi4(ychlui^  rV 

rfltficrraLMiwfipoBtfais'solijeet  ^  jt  mH  ^» 

rf^  lain,ft£.  .        sr 

»«»t>y.l|if<iSat>yn,  (SigMd>  JAMIS9  SOiSPHEN.    \F 


L  ■•^: 


Z^yiL^v         '^j*.  .-AJ^-  Digitized  by  vlfc)OQl(L 
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My  Lord^ 

this  Col( 
will  perceive 
"  Ezpenmeiit 


'"^'X 


JR. 

Ijieiiiamib4f69armllit  €amtt»tt  to  imri.  Okn^  l'\    r    .     nd    ^  jt*  }i;r^ 

led{^  the  r^aUtf  ^our  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  Sfd  September 
t  of  the  cr4MmSf*^rtaiii  condemned  Spanish  slaye-vestels  from- 
\4ijkk$e  Uieu$b9t  the  opiolon  of  my  Legal  AdTiser^  by  which^miir  Lordafaip  \ 
the  Local  Government  ooul^ii9%^BaU]r  J^tpHyipili^.the  9faiu4l|^«rcl|«^  tlii  ' 
and  **  Alfred,"  or  their  subsequent  leaving, this  port  wit^  passengers.  ^     -     '      '  *  \. 
I  have,  therefore,  to  beg  mtr  Lordship  nili  be  pleased  to"  direct  me'  how  to  proceed  hi'  the  event  of 

eimtlia'  cireumsUnces  oecurlhg.  ., 

Ihavcw. 
The  Lord  GUnelg,            ,                                      ,  .  (Signed)  H.D.CAMPBELL.     ^ 

*c.        *c.              ^        '                           " 
...V-'"   -    -' ''"!l)-ir-rtifll '  ^V   \^ "^>  '  r  "^^     -^  •'     ."      ;*■■•   v"    .■". 

:.^.    ;;<i!|{.|gk  .     SgcqadSMb-EncloBureinNo.  17. 

^'         .    *   '»      J     •  f        Mr.  Sffiififgc  to  Mr.  Cole.  '  ,  .,. 

Sir,  *        Sierra  Leofif^^Sd  December^  1836. 

^nH  compliance  with  his  Excellency's  desirethat  I  ehould  ^ive  an  opinion  on  the  fact^  c^n- 
nected  with  the  digparture  from  this  polony  of  thejfljtiner  British  cwtnH  vtfssds^'tW  ^'fSinerimoft^ 
.'Jllp  ^  Afdped,*^  with  dethiaedrforei^^nefB  under  the^^MunMi  6ag,  I  proceed,  therefbrt,  to  d6  ao  With 
Talj^ferenoviotbe events  with  which  the  nmn^m^  ^necM,  ud  <^  whieky  Sir,  you  muei  be  wart 
I'  an^  i^tiidAtely  acquainted.  From  the  tim^'  of  mv  ho^  Olenelg^  communication  on  the  sulnect  19" 
his  lt!xcelleT^y»  I  co^c}ude  that  the  information  o£the  5th  May  \^  from  the  British  Commissioners 
most  have  been  undei*^tood  a^  'a  c^mi plaint,, and  th^t,  tohseqriently;  a  legal  opinion  wiis  taken  Under 
that  i|ppre4i0ti*^  ah4  ^fifm  ^k^tpoae  o^  aeoeriifning  W  there  existed  any  meiplsfof  t^re^eutiiigtiU 
departure  of  persons  of  a  similar  description'and  under  similar  circumstances  to  tium  alkidM  t^^  .  { 
understand  the  riiimnlMiji)ii  ii^ ,U">H}|t^^  to  haye  intended  solely  to  state  the  facts  ad  ihey  arose, 
haviiMiA|iwilfty  nei<:aMMl*cempiaW)  as  neitjier  ^he  ^isence  of  those  per8ons>or  the  departure  of  the 
ves^e^  nad^e  ?}i^kiues^  ^necrjipcu^  their  proceecif ngs. 

It  is  weR*^m/wn^tmiv  4h%  evkleiKse  against  the  detained  vessels  under  the  New  Treaty  with  Spain  is 
derived  almost  solely  from  the  vessels  thems&e^  ajkl^irUeh  JlQ*,ot|e|;tfathBpn'y  caflalAvi|)Uiil1^  U*11b    ^ 
outfit  is  contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the  10th  Artidey^e  vessel  wili.l^  condemned .^  j^W  ^efoM|^ 
Court  at  the  time  alluded  to,  with  the  exception  of  3  or  4,  were  so  situSed :  the  Masters  and  Jflr 

/^nAarnn^^    ihararnra^    mnanimic    nf   «hi>    fofo    awnhJnj^   *^>"?j   thOllght    fi^    t^  VftY^  ^C  pQlfUTlit  A  iff 

employing  Proctors  to  represent  them,  but  the  rest  abstaining  even  from  making  a  claim,  and  espe- 
cially as  the  day  of  adjudication  was  very  unoertera,  bnj^  generally  Acknowledged  to  be  distant. 

By  the  Commissioners'  Letter  to  his  LordTsnip,'  it  may,  I  conceiv^^e  understood  also  thi^  their  r 
Hon^uis'^Se  mUna^hfA  poiiCiVe'^ketaiyticfai  ^Ins&thct  depftrtm^Mhecyfe  Fapfcmj  ^>  1 49k  thi^;I 
can^Qt  Jbe  in^iste(]  pn;,tbe  fact  was,  setepU  Masters  brought  the  circumstance  of  their  intended  depar- 
ture before  ^e'^Mut,  and.  YlMt'ikef\C%ti4>  insUntly  declared  that  it  would  not  sanctida  ^aa^  ikik 
e%  9^  thatrt^||flj^y  wh^  left  w^^uht  do  so  at  hv^jniil-'  Tbt^Ts^ifm  of  fH^  9Hf^^  of  the 
d  vessels  ii^iade  rtl^  opposition  to  the  departure  of  tpe^fasters  ^n^  others^  ^c^^^^  gJV^S|YI[^ 
kn^Wlfthe'cii^fes  Were  clear  ader'the  Standing  Inten^c^torie^  weiWialieU,  which  ^^i'dMHWlwiyv 
without  taktencAfHo  ^e  lime  it%as  likely  Uift  testis,  koi^  be  i4|iidic«MMlv^tfreft>i«  inkth^rthl 
^IIUTt.Or'*l»e'OovepM|Wt«(yol(l^eJ|eaiixoffirt^^^  */       '      f*  H*.  7*^ 

"  It  was  highly  ej^dient  that  this  influx  of  forfigfv  Europe^s^  .expeediug  auc  i>wu  Europfauj 
l^ti^  in  nipper,  and  many^ reported  to  be  of  known  desperpte  cHaractei:i  snould.leave^the  Cola 
soot<  as  pos^We':  andwh^nlt  ^s  knewn  thkt  i  Ve89cls  were  ptnirha^dbyUiei^i  Ibr'th'^  so|^  *-^- 
eCeiisMin^thMilfodditoiltgivegelletiU'sdlitfActletl     . 


1 


■f.' 


tTh^9n\f  4oeei{dR;|dio>'i0^  Cot}lc(  th^  <3o«erwteiit  provtut  ]^QaU^Jkhp»i  m4»  frdmpmrhMiiig^M 
vei3d^.t|ie^J4id.l^*AX»d  w;^  th|¥e.fi|iy<^aw.infprce  to,pr^^  ^Tfng  pui^shas^j^ 

fuld  they  oe  prevented' fron^feaving  this  port  with  their  paJSe^  ^  J^ 

It  mvsl'{fe  r^collected/that  the  Itiws  or  England  are  mode  ol  th^  bo\6ny  almost  efxc^uitvely.^knlv 
Ifaair  ti9  \Mh\  riBgyla^eus  of  My  kind  |y»e  In  niMifcte  on  fhto  Aufajject.''  ;A  SJfibAlsh  <«t!|ecti  ifaUt  tkt 
pnmni  m^^Wf'ff^^  tP^i^^i^^if^  twofi^i^Bli  4iay(1^gre^e  -tfWUy  purohlaee^f 

vessel  in  this  port, 
usual  securitv;  net  to  1 
Theiat^  departure  1 


ftmned  to  the  laws  in  folfe«  Waa,  Ut  ntff*Sft0toi0a^<  I^V^»^ 
l>a9al<JgffsMm»H^.  in' the  abBonoe  >f  tpyo^ci^  inftrma^on  thi 

n^U^wi^^f^t  snl)iecti^  the;  "^fiffff^f^  ^  iilteiferfiic^  o|f ur 

^  1  ■    }f  I  have  the 

Wiii  Wdnour  Thimcu,  Ctie:      •  '      '        '  (Signed) 


€  hvro  htietk  pfeveideS  by  tibk 
Owners  ^r  |^aB^sa  Ji»4  <0Oif- 

rtsofLfV^tr,    ,.    ..    it    .,       , 

our  to  be,  &c. 
W.  Hrft^VA«E,  A.K.A.  ■ 


.•■--•  ^  ■■•■••  <••■  y  ■'  -^0.18.' -■  ■  ••  •-••■  ;  /'  .-■■■••'  • "  ••••'■  ■'  •'  ■'■'■wtf 

jj^isf^tueslj^s  £!^mnuj!swiir9  to  VitcffW^^Palmerston. — (Received  Jufy  5.) 

Urhot^LUmrL'Jtif    H  ''  Stcrm  Leone,  23d  MarcA,  1837.   , 

We  were  honoured  on  the  l^h-iristaft|^iwfHf'*he  ¥&fctipt  bf -Jwr^fittdsh^ 
Despatch  of  the  21st  December  last,  forwardffl^  for  our  iriibnnation  Gd^es  of  two 

t  Havanna  «• .,  ,thfi  nnfi.  TfipigtiBg  thp 

-   -  -  co^  of  Africa  destined  for  the  Slave^j^ 

'  Trade,  and  the  other  de^ribing  the  n|l^e  in  which  it  is  probable  the  people  or 

...  cVJ^ 
'      Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


D§SBaii^€3-i^QBL,Hia  MweatjGi  Cnnaul  .at,, 

'departure  thence  of  several  vfilfeels  for  the  c 
Trade,  and  the  other  de^ribing  the  n|l^e  in 
Cuba  will  now  attempt  to  c^jy  ei),l||||  traffie 
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In  offering  our  thanks  46r  this  comnmnicarion  we  be|^  to  assure  your  Lordship, 
that  we  shall  not  fa9  to  makd  «ge  of  Mn  Tdmes'  mformation  in.eveij  way  f^i  i» 
prMlicable  in  furtherance  of  the  service  with  which  we  are  intn^lbd.        a. 
^  We  have,  &c. 

^  (Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

**  .  « .  H.  D.  CABIPBBML 

The  Right  tf!>n.  Viscount  Vabnerston,  O.C.B.  '*■•  '. 

S[c.  Sfc.  8fc.  ^   '  . 


*    ■'■       •  No.  19-  ,      •;:.  '" 

His  Majesty's  CammisMumcrsJa  f^isamiiL^J^almarst&s^^iMeceived  July  5.) 

Mt  Lobd,  ' '   Sierra  LSone,  l|^%c  \,  1^37. 

Wb  beg  tp  acknowledge  the  receipt '&P  j/our  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the 


> 


knd  on  the  p\/^  ^at  the  seizors  Imd  not,  at  the  time  of  detention,  complied  with 
all  the  brim  prescribed  by  the  Treaty.  The  knowledge  of  our  haVing  aict^a  o^ 
the  oeeasioB  in  question  in  a  mMner,  of  whioh  your  Lordship  approves,  has  givep 
B8  much  pleftMre* 

We  have,  AdT"- 
'  (Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS.    ' 


The  J^ght  Hm.  Viseemi  Palmtrston,  G.C.B. 
9fc*  9fc*  cfc. 


H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 


# 


..      .     '  No.20. 

^'^      A^  Mcjjesty's  Cemfttmoners  to  ViscowU  Pak^ston. — (Received  July  5.)  ^i^' 

MtLord,  sMa  Leone.  23d  March,  1037. 

_Wk  were  lately  placed  in  possession  of  your  Lordsflp's  Despatch  qiihe 
d^tbjpieember  la^t,  by  which  we  bad  the  satisfaction  of  learning  that  the  c^Re 
purswd  by  the  British  and^  Spanish  Mixed  Court  in  the  contested  cases  of  the 
Spanish  vessels  ''  General  Mansoi'  "  Victorina,''  and  "  Josefa^'  of  restoring 
tbdite  vestels  to  their  claimants,  was  correct. 

Bvery  attention  will  be  paid  by  us  to  the  opinion  of  your  Lordship,  tbat 
roiigh  scantling  and  plank,  suitable  for  making  a  slave  deck,  when  found  ia 
Spaoiish  vessels^  the  fittings  of  which  vessels  are  of  so  questionable  character  as 
j||b  lead  to  the  impression  of  tHeir  being  intended  for  the  Slave  Trade,  may  be 
'SKmaidered,  on  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  object  and  spirit  of  the  Treaty,  as  formiii||l 
part  of  a  slaving  equipment,  notwithstandmg  that  the  scantling  and  plank  may 
iiave  been  cleared  as  part  of  the  cargoes  of  such  vessels,  as  was  the  case  on  board 
of  the  *'  General  Manso'' 

^  On  the  first  suitable  occasion  we  shall  not  fail  to  apply  your  Lordship's  instruc- 
tion, that  a  vessel  found  w^  a  cooking  apparatus  so  constiWted  as  to  admit  of  its 
bcm^  c^siderably  increaaijp  b^ond  its  apparent  size,  by  which  arraaMment  the 
requisiy  accommodation  tqf  theiise  of  the  slave  boiler  is  obtained,  in  Ve  manner 
de«crU)ed  in  pur^^ort  of  the  condemned  vessel  '*  Matilde,''  may  be  looked  upoq 
as  equipped  for  ffi  Shive  Trade,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
Etghllk'^SMdon  of  the  Tenth  Article  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  although  m  slar6 
bouer  for  such  cooking  apparatus  may  not  be  found  in  the  vessel. 

^^e  have  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS.  ' 


Tht  Might  Jfyn-  Fmwnt  Pabnerston,  Q.CB. 
4ic.    '      .    Sfc.  Sfc. 


H.  6K.PAMPBELL. 


f 
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No.  21. 

His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Pahnerston, — {Received  June  15.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  Wth  April,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship  s 
Despatch  of  the  28th  February  last,  covering  a  Copy  of  the  explanation  made  by 
Mr.  Dix,  the  first  Prize  Master  of  the  Spanish  slave  schooner  '^  Matilde," 
respecting  certain  deficiencies  found  to  exist  in  the  cargo  df  that  vessel,  after  she 
haa  been  condemned  by  the  Mixed  Coui^t  €stabliflbdd  hare. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 
The  Bight  Hon.  Viscowit  Palmersfoji,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Na  22.    •  ■  • 
His  Majesty^ s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston.'-^iReceiwd  June  15.)    - 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  25th  April,  1837. 

The  Spanish  schooner  '*  DescuUerta,''  whe9  in  the  act  of  entering  tbp 
river  Bonny  on  the  l^th  January  last,  where  she  evidently  purposed  purchasjii^ 
and  embarking  a  cargo  of  slaves^  was  seized  by  His  Majesty's  sloop  '*  Scout "  for 
being  unlawfully  equipped. 

After  "an  unusually  long  voyage  the  detained  vessel  reached  this  port  on  the 
29th  ultimo,  and  proceedings  were  instituted  against  her  ia  the  Britieli  imd 
Spanish  Mixed  Court  on  the  above-mentioned  charge,  which  having  been  proved 
in  the  most  distinct  manner  by  the  evidence  produced,  and  no.  explanation  having 
been  given  of  the  cause  of  being  so  equipped,  a  sentence  of  confisca|jycm.was  in 
consequence  decreed  at  the  sitting  of  the  Court  on  the  20th  instant.     W^-r 

The  cause  of  the  delay  which  occurred  in  the  adjudication  of  this  case  arose 
from  the  absence  from  the  seat  of  Government,  on  the  public  service,  of  lieutenant- 
Govemor  Campbell^  the  Arbitrator,  ad  interim^  in  the  Mixed  Court. 

Our  Report  of  this  Case  we  have  the  honour  to  inclose  herewith  for  your  Lord- 
ship's information. 

This  vessel  was  owned  by  Jos^  Balager,  a  resident  of  the  island  of  Porto  Rico, 
who  would  appear  to  be  some  connexion  of  the  chief  owner  of  the  Spanish  brig 
**  Luisa,''  his  name  having  been  stated  to  be  Esteban  Balager,  and  bis  place  of 
residence  the  said  island,  to  which  also  the  ^^ Luisa''  belonged.  She  was  eon- 
demned  here  on  the  10th  August  last. 

The  '*  Descubierta  "  was  buiU  at  Porto  Rico,  ai;id  formerly  bore  the  name  of 
**  Joven  Soceoro.'' 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

THOMAS  COLE, 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  22. 
Report  of  ike  Case  of  the  Spanish  Schooner**  Descubierta';**  Pablo  Pla,  Master. 

Sierra  Leone^  2bth  April,  183T. 

This  vesseU  as  appeared  by  the  4  Official  Papers  found  on  board  of  hei*  when  detained,  and 
which  are  hereunder  enumerated,  was  belonging  to,  and  fitted  out  at,  the  Spanish  island  of  Pbcto 
Rico,  where  she  was  ostensibly  destined  for  a  lawful .  commercial  voyajpe  to  the  islands  of  Rri^Cf 's  i»d 
St.  Thomas. 

1.  Royal  Passport,  No.  81»  dated  at  Porto  Rico>  iSth  October,  1836,  for  the  unlimited  navigation 
of  the  globe. 

2.  Matricula,  with  the  destination  for  the  vessel  to  Prince's  and  St.  Thomas. 
8.  Fort  Pass. 

4.  Customs*  clearance  of  the  cargo. 

From  Porto  Rico  this  vessel  went  to  the  Cape  Verdes  for  provisions,  as  is  alleged,  and  thence  she 
proceeded  direct  for  the  River  Bonny,  one  of  the  many  very  notorious  Slave  Marts  on  the  licewai^ 
coast,  oif  the  mouth  of  which  river  she  was  captured  on  the  14th  January  last  by  the  boats  of  His 
Majesty's  sloop  **  Scout,"  the  commander  of  which  cruizer  sent  her  here  for  adjudication. 

The  detained  vessel  did  not  reach  this  port  until  the  29lh  ultimo,  after  a  tedious  voyage,  in  which 
calms  were  very  prevalent.     On  the  followint^  d^  she  vns  brought  in  the  regular  manner  before  the 
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Court, ivhen  the  ship's  Papers,  Captor  s  Declaration,  and  Prize  Officer's  Affidavit  of  the  circumstanoes 
of  the  seizure,  were  filed  in  the  R^istry,  the  Monition  issued,  and  the  witnesses  in  preparatory  pro- 
duced for  examination. 

The  Declaration  of  the  Captor  was»  in  substance,  that  on  14th  January,  1837,  being  in  Latitude 
4®  IS'  North,  and  Longitude  7°  T'  East,  he  detained,  by  the  boats  of  his  Majesty's  sloop  "  Scout,"  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Bonny,  the  Spanish  schooner  *^ Descubieria*^  said  by  her  Master  to  be  bound 
from  Porto  Rieo  to  St.  ThomasX  the  said  schooner  having  on  board  the  following  unlawful  equip- 
SMtnt :— Planks  fitted,  marked  and.  numbered  ready  for  laying  down  as  a  slave  deck ;  a  larger  quan- 
tity of  casks  than  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  crew,  and  the  Master  not  producing  the  requisite 
certificate  for  carrying  the  same ;  and  a  spare  boiler  of  an  unusual  size,  which  was  hidden  in  the  hdd 
of  the  vessel  under  the  firewood. 

With  the  object  of  proving  the  correctness  of  the  allegations  agiiiast  the  detained  vessel  of  her  being 
unlawfully  fitted,  a  Commission  of  Survey  was  allowed  to  go  forth  "at  the  request  of  the  Captor's 
Proctor,  the  Report  under  which  came  in  on  the  31st  ultimo,  and  was  the  same  day  attested  on  oath. 
By  this  Report  it  was  established  that  the  main  hatchway  and  after-scuttle  were  not  larger  than 
QiMially  seen  on  board  merchant-veKsels  of  her  class.  A  bulk-head  divided  the  cabin  from  the  mmn- 
hold.  Plank  sufficient  to  form  a  slave-deck  fore  and  af\,  all  marked  and  numbered ;  cleats  are,  nailed 
on  each  side  of  the  hold  for  the  slave-deck  beams  to  rest  upon.  Six  leaguers  and  1  puncheon,  in  all 
capable  of  containing  1,620  gallons,  an  extraordinary  number  of  water-casks  for  a  merchant- vessel  of 


an  of  the  Surveyors,  more 

or  the  crew's  use.     The 

fa  large  iron  boiler,  com- 

Fand  2  half-bags  of  rice,  in 


her  class.     The  250  gallons  of  water  found  on  board  were  not,  in  thc^i 
than  sufficient  for  the  crew.     Four  mess-tins  were  not  more  than  rte 
cabonse  was  much  larger  than  usually  seen  on  board  vessels  of  her^ 
plete,  belonging  to  the  same,  was  also  found  on  board.     One  bag  ofT 
all  about  3j^  bushels,  a  quantity  not  more  than  sufficient  for  the  crew. 

The  Master  and  Cook  of  the  detained  vessel,  the  witnesses  produced  by  the  Captor,  were  on  the 
6th  inst.  examined  on  the  Standing  and  Special  Interrogatories  by  the  Registrar. 

Pablo  Pla,  the  said  Master,  deposed  that  **  he  was  bom  in  Catalonia,  and  lives  there  with  his  wife, 
and  has  never  served  any  state  but  Spain.  He  was  appointed  to  the  command,  and  possession  was 
delivered  to  witness,  at  Porto  Rico,  in  October  last,  by  JoscS  Balager,  a  Spanish  subject,  residing  in 
that  island.  First  saw  the  said  vessel  there  and  then.  Does  not  know  where  she  was  built.  He  was 
present  at  the  tinne  of  the  capture,  but  cannot  say  for  what  reason  his  vessel  was  seized :  she  had  no 
colours  but  Spanish,  except  a  signal-flag.  He  has  never  heard  of  any  name  but  ^  Descubierta  ;*  she 
was  25  tons  burthen,  and  had  11  Officers  and  Marines,  exclusive  of  witness:  all  Spaniards,  except 
2  or  3,  who  were  Portuguese :  alt  hired  and  shipped  at  Porto  Rico,  by  Jos^  Balager  (witness  believes), 
in  October  last.  Neither  he  nor  any  of  the  Officers  or  Marines,  to  his  knowledge,  had  any  interest  in 
either  vessel  or  caigo.  Was  Master  on  board.  There  was  no  passenger.  The  last  clearing-port  was 
Porto  Rico;  and  the  present  voyage  began  and  was  to  have  ended  tliere.  From  Porto  Rico  the 
vessel  witnt  to  Cajje  Verdes  to  purchase  fresh  provisions ;  and,  after  remaining  3  days,  proceeded 
towards  4he  Bonny  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  cargo  and  buying  ivory  and  Mrax,  when  she 
Wan  captured.  The  capturing  vessel  was  first  seen  the  day  after  her  boats  had  captured  witness's 
vessel.  Capture  took  place  on  the  14th  January,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bonny.  There  was  no  chace : 
it  was  a  calm.  The  vessel's  Papers  were  for  St.  Thomas.  There  were  only  about  8  muskets,  and  3  or 
4  cutlasses,  and  a  few  cartridges.  There  was  no  resistance  made,  nor  instructions  to  avoid  capture  or 
to  conceal  or  destroy  any  of  the  vessel's  Papers.  He  believes  Jo^e^  Balager  is  the  Owner,  as  he 
appointed  witness,  and  gave  him  possession :  he  is  a  Catalonian  by  birth.  Does  not  know  whether 
he  is  married,  or  where  he  lived  before  he  resided  at  Porto  Rico.  He  knows  nothing  about  any  Bill 
of  Sale,  nor  whether  there  is  such  a  Document.  Has  heard  that  the  price  was  2,000  dollars ;  but 
knows  nothing  fiirther.  Believes  the  vessel  will  belong  to  Joa6  Balai^er,  if  restored  ;  for  he  knows  of 
no  other  person.  Knows  of  no  private  agreement.  He  believes  Jos^  Balager  is  the  Owner  and 
Lader  of  the  cargo,  and  considers  himself  the  consignee.  Baluger  is  a  merchant,  and  carries  on  his 
business  at  Porto  Rico.  The  cargo  was  to  have  been  disposed  of  wherever  he  could  find  a  market  : 
believes,  if  restored,  it  will  belong  to  Balager  only  :  believes  so,  because  he  knows  of  no  other  person. 
He  knows  nothing  of  the  last  voyag6:  the  present  cargo  is  tobacco  and  rum.  Was  taken  direct  to 
Sierra  Leone,  after  capture.  The  Papers  are  all  true  and  fair.  No  Papers  have  been  destroyed,  con- 
cealed, or  made  away  with.  There  are  no  other  Papers,  that  he  knows  of,  besides  those  delivered  up. 
There  was  no  Charter-party.  He  does  not  know  whether  the' vessel  or  cargo  be  insured  :  she  was 
under  witness's  management,  and  corresponds  with  Balager.  Bulk  was  not  broken  before  nor  since 
oipture.  The  hatches  are  not  fitted  with  open  gratings  of  any  kind.  The  coanuiigs'.of  the  hatchways 
are  not  bored ;  and  there  are  no  iron  bars  tor  securing  the  said  hatches.  There  is  only  the  bulk-head 
which  divides  the  cabin  from  the  main  hold.  There  are  about  40  planks,  marked  and  numbered : 
does  not  know  for  what  purpose  they  were  intended.  There  is  no  part  of  a  slaVe-deck  laid :  there  are 
no  shackles,  bolts,  or  handcuffs.  There  are  six.  large  and  one  small  water-casks,  capable  of  containing 
about  10  pipes,  which  he  does  not  consider  to  be  a  greater  quantity  of  water  than  was  required  by  the 
crew  :  there  is  no  tank  ( r  staves.  There  was  about  6  pipes  of  Iresh  water  on  board  at  the  time  of 
capture.     There  are  only  2  or  3  mess-tubs  for  the  crew.     There  is  a  large  iron  boiler  for  boiling  oil 


the  evidence  of  the 
1823;  that  she  was 
one  under  the  name 


or  wax.     There  is  only  about  half  a  bag  of  rice  for  the  use  of  the  crew.*' 

Francisco  Gabriel,  the  Cook  of  the  detained  vessel,  confirmed,  by  his  do 
Master  in  all  material  points.    He  added  that  he  had  known  the  said  ves 
built  at  Porto  Rico ;  had  long  been  owned  by  Josti  Balager ;  and  fbiTnerlyl 
of  "  Joven  Soccoro" 

On  the  filing  of  these  Examinations,  publication  passed  in  the  case. 

The  Monition  issued  on  the  30th  ultimo  was  returned  on  the  6th  instant,  certified  to  have  been 
duly  executed ;  and,  on  the  20th,  the  Court  assembled  for  the  adjudication  of  the  case.  The  proof 
adduced  having  established  that  the  fittings  of  this  vessel  were  in  violation  of  the  3d,  6th,  and  8th 
sections  of  the  Equipment  Article  of  the  Treaty  signed  at  Madrid,  28th  June,  1835 ;  and  no  attempt 
even  at  justification  or  reasonable  explanation  of  the  cause  of  her  having  been  so  fitted  having  been 
made,  the  **  Descubierta"  and  her  cargo  were  declared  gopd  prize  to  the  Governments  of  Gre&t 
Britain  and  Spain. 

(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

THOMAS  COLE. 


E2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.28  SIERRA  hEmm.  t^Spiin:) 

^.     '...:■•    .        '.    •  No; 33;  ''  ^;  ^     <• 

.  His  Mcye^tf/^s  CommUsioners  to  Flswtmi  Pahnerston. — (Reeeived.  Jume  15j) 
.MrJLoRih  .  .     Sierra  Leone,  ^th  j4prUilS37. 

Wfiliave  the  honour  of  reporting  to  your  Lordship  tbecapture^by  Hie 
iMAjcsty's  brig*'  '*  Bonetta,"  of  the  Spanish  schooner*  '*  Cinco  Amigos,''  fimnd'  by 
titet'crdizeroff  New  Sestos  on  the  30tb  ultimo,  equipped  in  several  respects  for 
the  Slave  Trade; 

This  vessel  arrived  here  kite  on  the  8th  inst^nt^  and  two  days  afterwards  piro- 
ceedings  were  instituted  against  her  on  the  above-mentioned  chrtrge  of  illegal 
equipment,  of  which  the  most  conclusive  proof  was  afforded  by  the  evidence  med 
on  the  pari  of  the  Seizor,. and  no  defence  having  been  attempted  by  the  Mate,  who 
was  found  in  charge  of  the  detained  vessel,  the  confiscation  of  the  said  schooner 
and  the  cargo  found  on  board  was  pronounced  at  the  trial  of  the  Case  on  the  ^th 
instant.     Uur  Report  we  beg  leave  to  inclose  herein  for  your  Lordship's  infortw- 

The  ^^  Cinco  Amigoi^''  like  the  *'  DescvMerta,'*  alsm^rted  under  this  date, 
belonged  to  the  Islartd^f  Porto  Rico.  ^^ 

Iivihe  case  of  this  vessel,  as  weH  as  in  the  one  just  referred  to,  it  will  be  seen. 
My  Lord,  that  the  Surveyors  to  the  Court  have  stated  that  the  hatches  of  both 
these  schooners  were  only  of  the  size  usually  met  with  in  merchant  vessels,  by 
which  novel  arrangencient  the  miseries  of  the  negroes  intended  to  have  been 
embdrked' would  have  been  materially  increased,  as  they  must  theireby  have  lost 
much  of  the  air  and  light  which  the  large  hatches  used  generally  in  slave-ships  are 
calculated  to  afford.  ' 

The  dfrectkm  of  your  Lordship  that  a  vessel  provided  with  a  cabouse  capkble  of 
enlargemeftt,  for  the  reception  and  use  of  a  slave  boiler  or  copper,  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  having  infringed  the  eighth  section  of  the  equipment  article  jof  the  New 
Treaty,  notwithstanding  the  slave  boiler  for  such  cabouse  may  not  be  found  in  the 
vessel,  appears  to  contain  a  construction  of  the  law  evidently  requisite  to  prevent 
its  being  rendered  a  nullity ;  as,  in  this  instance,  both  the  witnesses  swore  that  the 
master  had  landed  the  slave  boiler  with  the  cargo  at  New  Sestos.  . 

The  "  Cinco  Amigos''  went  under  the  name  of  "  Moneerratte '*  in  Etecember 
last,  when  she  was  sold  by  Pelegrin  Tairres  to  Pedro  Ferrer,  her  late  master. 

,,  We  have,  &c.  ^       .. 

.      ,  (Signed)  WALTER  W.  LE5WIS. 

THOMAS  COLE. 
The  Bight  Hon;  Viscount  Pahnersion,  Q.C.B.  ' 

:';;:/ .^^-  ",   .  ..%m  ^        ^^-  •   "'  • .-    -•'  '^"^'^'^ 

,,    .,,,'1         ^-  .      ,       .       ■    .1  .       J U-*.^- L-— i ^ ^  '     '        '_   .    '^'' 

,j  ,,       ,  Endosure  in  No.  23. 

Report  of  the  Oan  of  the  Spanish  Schooner  ••Cinco  Amigos,"  Ptdro  Ferrer  y  Bf outer. 

The  **  Cinco  A?nieos*^  was»  as  appeared  from  the  several  documeiits  seized  onboard  of  her,  bejong* 
iwg  to  the  Spanish  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  where  slaving  adventures  have  latterly  been  fitted  outwiUi 
increased  activity.  She  was  owned,  as  well  as  her  cargo,  by  Pedro  Ferrer,  the  laie  Master,  who  is 
described  as  a  resident  of  Mayag^uez,  In  the  said  Island ;  and  was  destined,  l^  her  papers,  on  a  If^U 
mate  .trading  voyage  to  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas,  on  this  coast,  with  l^ve  to  call  at  Danish  !^. 
Thomas,  a  permission  of  which  Ihe  Master  took  advantage,  and  there  added  somewhat  to  his^argo.^  . 

The  papers  previously  alluded  to  as  having  been  found  in  this  vessel  were: —  :/ 

1.  R,oyal  passport.  .  .     - 

2.  Muster-roll.  ,  ^  -   ^      .  .    y 

3.  Agreement  as  to  the  wages  ofcr^yr,  "  .    ^ 

4.  5Port  pas«'.  .     ' 
ft.  Bill  of  health. 

W.'  Captain  of  the  porlV  charges.  .  ,  .» 

7.  'Bm  of  sale ;  aK  of  which  bear  date  in  December,  1886,  and  January*  1687,  at  Porto  RiooJ  - ;     * 

8,  to.ip.  .Th^ee  Citatpmhouse  documents,  datcxl  at  Danish  St*  Thomas,  the  16th  January,  1837. 
When  this  yessel  lefl  the  West  Indies  the  destination  assigned  in  the  official  papers  was  no  Iqag^r 

regarded,  &s,  instead  of  proceeding  to  St.  Thomas's  Island  on  the  Equator,  she  went  at  once  to  New 
Sestos^  on  the  Windward  Coast,  and  there  the  cargo  and  the  Master  were  landed  to  tiade,  aod-ilie 
Mate  dispatched  in  charge  of  the  schooner  to  collect  rice  along  the  coast;  a  common  practice  with 
Tesseb  employed  in  the  slave  traffic.  i  ; ;    .  . ' 

On  the  vessel's  return  from  collecting  the  rice,  she  was  fallen  in  vrith  on  the  30th  Marcb,  I98f  i  by 
Hii^3fijc*e^a  b(%,  <*  Boaetta,^  the  Comntander  of  which  vessel  seized  and  sent  her  here  for  a(i^^^^<^'* 
tion,^^l|e  she  nrrixed.  late  on 4he  8th  instiant.  M  :^  1    :'  1/ 

llie  Marshal  tothe  Cfonrt viRited'.and  made  his  usual Beport  upon  the  detained  vessel  immediately 
aftef^^.biul  andunedhere;  aiid,  on  the'  iOth  iiistant,  the  schooner  was  brought  into  the  British  and 
Spanisb^ixed  Ctmrt,  whentbes^vertlpapert  adzed,  which  b«d  been  duly  aotheiitleaied^  vtttei^ftM^^ 
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with  the  declaration  of  the  captor.    At  the  same^timi^the  monition  was  petitioned  for  and  issued,  and 
the  witnesses  produced  ordered  for  examination.  .^  '  ir        '. 

'jyeiitemmi  Destthampe^  in  his  ^^etavation  of  the  chxxithstiEinefes^tl^hdin^  the  tfeitikre  or  this  Vessel, 
states,  that  it  was  eflected  on  the  SOth  March  last,  in  latitude  5*"  32^  North,  and  longitude  9**  W  We^, 
th.^^^^'72<^v4^N?i^7fa»ymfir  h^n'tHeie"  found  under  Spanish  colours,  in  a  voyag^e  frddi^tbe  Kroo 
Country  to  New  Sestos,  with  an  equipment  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty,  signed  At  Madrid, 
^WtheJ8thfJtiie,18S».-  <  i-l  -.•  •'  •'  ,:.'.*■•:■  '^  r  m-.-.J  ■{*  >w..ri // 
^  I  W3^{^  ^e  papery  abov^  jcef^ired  to  wec^  .re^i^  into.coarl«  atpetitim  ^niaa  ^tesentedwith  theiq  §af^ 
^^mnpission  of |  Survey  on  the,  detajned  vesself.fo  issUe  ^i|S  usual  in  ^quj^^nentjca^p,  which  w»s 
^i;Vaifted;'4iLe  sworn  report  dnder^tlch  proved  the  "  Cinco  Amigds*^  to  be  illegally  eguippe^.in.the 
manner  hereunder  described.  '. ' ^  r 

<  tVhe  coaittiiigt  of  tW;  nuMtf-hbtchway  being  bored^^H  mceivef  irouod  Iron  batfeh-bam;  the  bare  for 
;)v|ii^(V^^^ve]:9.,were  DQl(£>Ui4int]ie;ye«seb,,'>  -*•.!.  .  w/    -     i' 

.  ^  'i^lwrge  quantity jof  m^r^e^  and  numbered  pbrnk  and  bea(^^  suflScient  tp  foprm  a,6l9.ve-di^]w*    , ; . 
*   '*in  addJ|2on  to  ttie  oaiks  or  vessels  holding  tl^  water  f^r  the  use  of  the  crew,  there  v^ere  fodpd  by 
trier ^tv«y6t8  16  oljiir'  Writtr'  tksks,^apiable  toj^ther  of  containing  d,520  gallons. 
:    ftie  caboose  was  fitted  to  received'  large  slave^Mkr ;  'the  boiler  was  not,  however,  met  irith. 
i  ,iiniei»weri9on  board  W  bushels  of  ri<9,  and6,bi^  of  beana,  a  quantify  of  such  pnovisions  more  than 
was^ref  liir^  for  the  use  of  the  cre^w ;  and  whichr  formed  np  part  of  the  cargo  dej^ed,  at:  the  Custopa- 
AdtSE^d  or Porio  ftico  or  Danish  St.  TliomasV 

The  Master  of  the  detaiiled  vessel  having  remained  on  shore,  at  New  Sestos,  the  captors  prodi^ed, 
an  jofitnesses,-  Sbbrador  Selkp,  thig.Mate,  who  was  found  in  charge  of  her  when  seized,  and  a  s^ataan, 
named  Jacobo  Dorcas,  who  were,  on  the  ISth  instant,  exan^tied  \>f  jthe  registr^r.^ ... 

Selles  depf>6ed  that /Hhe  Master's  name,  is  P^ro  Ferrer,  ,ho^  known Jhim  only  about  3,moQtha,;and 
db^'npf&ndw' where  h^  Was  born  or  lives^  or  if  he  be  married.  He  does  not  know  who  appointed  U^ 
4iid^]kiasteT,  lir  'gave  him  possession,  or  whdte/or  when,  he  took  the  same;  the  sa'd  Master  was 
ai^QT^M  New  l^ktos  when  the  vessd  was  seised*  Witness  first  saw  the  saidvess^  in  Porto  Rko 
^I^u|t  3  Qoonth^  ag9  ;  doet^-not  know*  wher^  aho  was  buiU4  .  He  >ros  presetit  at  the  tinte  of  capture; 
noes  not  know  foryrlx^t  reason, the  ve^^el  was,  seized;  she  had  no  colours  but  Spauisb.  He  has 
WeiferheiBUxl  of  the  vessel*  ha%'ing  been  called  l)y  any  other  name  than  *  Cinso  Amigos ;'  she  is  42  tons 
lAI|rthe)rt,  and  had  18  Officers  and  Marinere,  exclusive  of  the  Master;  all  Spaniards,  e^^cept  2  or  3 
Mariners ;  all  hired  by  the  Master  in  January ;  part  shipped  at  Porto  Rico,  and  part  at  St  Thomas's 
{(]^ea^  Indies).  He  does  tBotknow  whether  any  of  the  OSice>r$  or  Mariper^  Kad  any  interest  in  the 
vessel  or  "cargo  ;  had  none  himself  in  either.,  Was  Mate  on  board  j,  there  were  no  passengers.  The 
vyjy^e  began  and  was  to  have  ended  at  Porto  Rico.  The  vessel  went  from  thence  to  St.  Thomas's, 
(nirlchWas 'the  likst  clearing  port,)  where  the  caigo  and  part  of  the  crew  were  shipped,  and  fiom 
d^en^ei  proceeded  ta  New  Sestos,  where  the  Master  went  ashore,  and  tlie  cargo  was  landed ;  and 
ifit|ies9^  was  dispatched  with  the  vessel  along  ^hc^  Coast  to  purchase  rice,  and  was  captured  on  his  re* 
turnV  The  capturing  vessel  was  first  seen  off  the  mouXh  of  the  Rio  Sestos  on  the  SOtJbi.  last  month 
(March)!  said  seizure  tooTc  place  th^  same  day.  The  vessel  was  steerin^into  New  Sestos  when  pur- 
sued ;  her  course  was  not  altered,  nor  was  any  addKional  sail  hoisted.  The  vessel's  Papers  were  for 
$^^)Piomi^i  (Coast  ot. Africa;)  does  not  know  why  the  Master  went  to  New  Sestos.  There  is  1 
gun,  4  ^r^d, muskeg  ^nd  a  little  powder  f^f  the  deduce  of  the  vessel ;  no  resistance  was  made,  andT 
there  were  lib  instructions  to  a^oicl  capture^  or  to  conceal  or  destroy  any  of  the  vjbsers  papers.  He 
does  not  know  who  is  the  pymeif^  of  the  vessel.  He  believes  there  is  a  Bill  of  Sale  amongst  the  Papers 
deliV^ie^^pi-lhit  k{ibwSn6thiftg  of^tlie  contents,'  having  never  read  it.  Knows  nothing  of  the  price  of 
the  vessel,  an4<^tiliot  ^yM^ltOtUVhe  will  belong  if  restored.  He  does  not  know  who  is  the  owner, . 
lader,  or  consignee  of  the  cargo ;  it  was  all  Is^de^  at  New  Sestos ;  there  is  at  present  sonie  Bioe  on  board 
bought  by  directions  of  the  faster ;  cannot  say  for  what  purpose,  or  to  whom  the  same  will  belong,  if 
restored.  He  knows  nothing  of  the  last  voyage  ;  the  cargo  shipped  at  StThomas's  was  tobacco  and  cloth  ; 
was  taken  direct  to  Sierra  LeonnaOfr  capture^.  He  believes  the  papers  to  be  all  true  and  fair.  No  Papers 
were  destroyed,  concealed  or  made  away  with.  ^He  knows  of  the  existence  of  no  Papers,  besides  those 
delivered  up,  relating  to  the  vessel  orcargd,  THero  wasno  charter  party  to  his  knowledge.  The  hatches 
are  not  fitte^vifkh  open  gratings.  The  co^^ings  pf  the  hatchways  are  bored ;  cannot  say  for  what  purpose. 
There  are  no  iron  bars  on  board  fit,  or  intended,  for  securing  the  said  hatches.  There  are  the  bulk- 
htiti&s  tif  (he  ctiWtt  and  fbrecastle  only.  There  are  some  spare  plunks  marked  and  numbered ;  cannot 
^Svhftt'qtmntity,  or  what  the^  were  Jhtended  for.  There  is  no  part  of  a  slave  deck  laid.  There 
9tt  tup  sfaack^s,  boltS'^  or  handcuffs.  There  are  10  water  casks  capable  of  containing  2  pipes  each. 
Th«»W  fs  no  tank,,  nor  any  staves;  4  of  these  casks  were  filled  with  fresh  water  at  the  time  of 
eii^tire^^  iloeii  not  know  why  there  were  so  many  wafer  cask^  on  board.  There  were  only  4  or  ^ 
nie#*-Httrfl)rthetiife  of'tbe  crew:  There  is  no  boiler  on  bqard.  There  was  one  landed  by  the 
Master,  at  New  Sestos,-  Wilh  ih€  cargo.  There  were  about  50  bushels  of  rice  on  boc^rd  ^  .does  not 
know  for  what  purpose.'* 

The  second  witness,  the  seaman  Dorcas,  confirmed  the  testimony  oT  the  mate  as  above  quoted. 

Publication  of  the  case  passed  on  the  15th  instant,  and  the  Monition  was  returned  on  the  ITth* 

At  a  sitting  of  the  Court  on  the  20th  instant,  a  sentence  of  condemnation  was  passed  uppn  the 
schooner  *'  Cinco  Amigos^"  and  her  cargo,  on  the  clear  evidence  herein  recited  of  her  haying  been 
equipped  in  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  June  1835,  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  when  d^taiiied 
by  HisMijeStyfi'bi'ig'-iSorietta.'*'  ' 

■'^'*-^'    i'"''"'    '  '■   •;;     ■'"'■"  (Signed).        ,  WALTER  W.  LEWI9, 

8U!ft4'M>ne,2BlhiJpHLt82SV:'  THOMAS  COLE.. 

-'^'  ' ■■   -*   *  '^-'      -    ■    -  -  -■  r/    .   >      ■  ■      .    . 

.  ^  ,   No.  24. 
-^B^^  i^^^^^  P^ibncrsUm.'^CReeeived  Jufy  22:)  ^ 

MyLokd,  Sierra  Leyne,  2m  M^f,}^./ 

luTt^^  '*  Dohres"'  (the  Report  of  wbiiA  is 

l\CMf»<ii'Uidosed:fbKyottr  1^^  is  one  <^  the  Ordinal^  descrip- 
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30  SlfcRRA  LEONE.     (Spain.) 

tion  of  Slave  Trading  adventures,  happily  frustrated  before  the  guilty  intentions  of 
the  parties  engaged  in  it  could  be  completed.  The  **  Dolores"  helonged  to 
Havana,  where  her  Owner,  a  Spanish  merchant,  named  Francisco  Antonio  Ruiss, 
fitted  her  out  in  October  of  last  year,  ostensibly  for  lawfiil  commerce  on  the  coast 
of  Africa.  Such  employment  is  mentioned  in  all  the  Ship's  Papers.  No  sooner 
had  the  vessel  crossed  the  Atlantic,  than  she  repaired  at  once  to  the  Old  Caleb^r, 
a  notorious  slave  trading  mart,  where  she  disposed  of  the  outward  cargo,  and  in 
return  shipped  314  Africans  on  the  14th  ultimo.  Within  5  days,  however,  of  ^s 
illegal  embarkation  of  slaves.  His  Majesty's  brigantine  "  Dolphin"  captured  the 
^*  JDolores^''  whilst  steering  for  the  IsHbd  of  Cuba,  the  proposed  market  for  the  sale 
of  the  wretched  cargo. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  Prize  in  this  harbour,  she  was  duly  prosecuted  by  the 
Captors.  On  the  completion  of  these  proceedings,  the  Court,  deeming  the  allega- 
tions advanced  against  the  detained  vessel  fully  established  by  evidence,  condenmed 
the  ''  Dolores"  and  emancipated  the  286  surviving  slaves  on  the  23d  instant. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS, 

H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 
The  lUght  Hon.  Viscount  Palmersion,  G.C.B. 
^"c.  Sfc.  &;c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  24. 

Report  of  the  Case  of  the  Spanish  Schooner  "  Dolores,"  Francisco  Cafal^  Matter. 

The  schooner  **  Dolores*^  was  one  of  the  numerous  slave-trading  vessels  belonging  to  the  Port  of 
Havana,  from  which  she  sailed  on  the  4th  October  last,  for  the  island  of  St.  Thomas'  on  this  coast, 
ostensibly  for  lawful  commerce,  as  appeared  by  the  undermentioned  Papers,  which  were  found  on 
board  at  the  time  of  her  detention.        ^ 

1.  Rd^al  Passport. 

2.  Muster-roll. 

3.  Fort-pas#». 

On  the  seizure  of  this  vessel  by  His  Majesty's  brigantine  "  Dolphin"  on  the  19th  April  ultimo, 
when  leaving  the  Calebar  river,  she  was,  without  loss  of  time,  dispatched  to  Sierra  Leone,  where  she 
arrived,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  instant,  and  was,  on  the  following  morning,  visited  by  Uie  Marshal 
and  Surgeon  to  the  Courts,  who  made  their  customary  Reports. 

From  the  Surgeon's  statement  we  learned,  that  21  of  the  314  slaves  captured,  had  died  of  dysentery 
on  the  passage  hither,  and  that  34  of  them  were  then  labouring  under  the  same  complaint ;  in  addi- 
tion to  which  tilery  were  11  cases  of  ophthalmia  and  other  diseases,  all  of  them  requiring  immediate 
hospit&l  treatment ;  in  consequ(*nce  of  which,  and  the  exceedingly  crowded  state  of  the  vessel,  the 
Surgeon  considered  it  essential  that  they  should  be  at  once  landed.  This  recommendation  we  were 
enabled  to  carry  into  effect  the  same  day ;  the  vessel  having  been  regularly  brought  before  the  Court, 
by  the  filhng  of  the  Ship's  Papers,  Captor's  Declaration,  and  the  Prize  Officer's  Affidavit  respecting 
the  seizure.  At  the  same  time  the  Monition  issued,  and  the  witnesses  produced  were  ordered  fcxr 
examination. 

The  declaration  of  the  Seizor  ran  as  follows :  *'  I,  Thomas  L.  Roberts,  Lieutenant  commanding  His 
Majesty's  brigantine  *  Dolphin,'  hereby  declare  that,  on  the  19th  April,  being  in  latitude  4^  8^ 
North,  and  lonjritude  8*^  C  East,  I  detained  the  schooner  named  the  *  Dolores,^  sailing  under; 
Spanish  colours,  commanded  by  Francisco  Canal,  who  declared  her  to  be  boiind  from  Old  Calabar  to 
Havana,  and  having  on  board  314  slaves,  said  to  have  been  taken  on  board  at  Old  Calabar,  on  the 
14th  April,  1837." 

On  the  17th  instant  the  witnesses  brought  forward  by  the  Captor  vvere  examined  on  the  Standing 
Interrogatories. 

The  Master,  Francisco  Canal,  deposed,  that  "  he  was  born  at  Santander  in  Spain,  has  lived  at 
Havana  for  the  last  14  years,  has  never  served  any  State  but  Spain.  He  Was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand, and  possession  was  given  to  him  by  Francisco  Antonio  Ruiz  at  Havana,  in  October  last;  the 
said  Ruiz  is  a  Spanish  subject  residing  at  Havana ;  first  saw  the  vessel  in  October  last ;  does  not 
know  where  she  was  built.  He  was  present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  for  having  slaves  on  board ; 
had  no  colours  but  Spanish.  The  vessel  has  never  been  called  anything  but  *  Dolores*  to  his  know- 
ledge; she  is  107  tons  burthen,  and  had  20  Officef-sand  mariners,  exclusive  of  witness,  all  Spaniards, 
hir^  by  the  said  Ruiz  at  Havana,  in  October  last.  Neither  he  nor  any  of  the  Officers  or  mariners  had 
any  interest  in  either  the  vessel  or  cargo  ;  was  Master  on  board ;  there  was  no  passenger.  The  last 
clearing  port  was  Havana,  and  the  voyage  commenced  and  was  to  have  ended  there ;  thence  the  vessel 
proceeded  direct  to  the  Calabar,  where  slaves  were  purchased  and  shipped.  The  capturing  vessel  was 
first  seen  off  the  bar  of  the  Calabar  on  the  19th  April,  and  capture  took  place  4  or  5  hours  afterwards. 
The  vessel  was  steering  for  Havana,  when  she  fell  in  with  the  capturing  vessel.  The  vessel's  Papers 
were  for  Prince's  Island,  but  she  did  not  touch  there.  There  was  no  gun  mounted,  and  only  9 
muskets  and  7  cutlasses ;  no  resistance  was  made ;  there  were  no  instructions  to  escape  capture,  or  to 
conceal  or  destroy  any  of  the  vessel's  Papers.  The  owner  of  the  vessel  is  Don  Francisco  Antonio 
Ruiz  ;  knows  it  from  his  having  engaged  witness ;  and  hired  the  people  ;  does  not  know  whether  he 
be  married,  or  where  he  lived  before  he  resided  at  Havana.  He  never  saw  any  Bill  of  Sale,  and  cannot 
tell  whether  there  be  such  a  document ;  knows  nothing  about  tlie  price  of  the  vessel,  but  believes  if 
restored  she  will  belong  to  the  floid  Ruiz;  knows  of  no  private  agreement.  Ruiz  is  the  owner  of  the 
slaves,  and  witness  was  himself  the  lader  of  them,  there  is  no  consignee.  Ruiz  is  a  merchaht  of 
Ha(V8iia ;  the  slaver  w«re  to  hiive  been  landed  on  the  coast  of  Havana,  and  if  restored,  will  belong  to 
Ruiz ;  knows  of  no  other  person.  He  knows  nothing  of  the  last  voyage.  The  cargo  shipped  at 
Havana  was  dry  goods,  powder,  and  rum;  315  slaves  were  shipped  altogether,  all  firom  the  8hore» 
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does  not  know  their  particular  deacriptions,  none  died  before  capture,  but  some  have  died  since,  does 
not  know  how  many ;  was  taken  to  Sierra  Leone  after  capture.  The  Papers  delivered  up  were  all  true 
and  fair.  No  Papers  were  destroyed,  concealed,  or  made  away  with.  He  knows  of  no  other  Papers, 
rektingto  either  vessel  or  cargo,  besides  those  delivered  up.  There  was  np  Charter-party,  to  his^ 
knowledge.  He  does  not  know  whether  the  vessel  or  cargo  be  insured.  The  vessel  was  under  wit- 
ness's management,  in  regard  to  her  trade.  Bulk  was  broken  in  Old  Calabar;  no  slaves  have  been 
disembarked  since  capture."  ^ 

Antonio  Hoyo,  the  Cook  of  the  detained  vessel,  on  his  examination,  gave  evidence  confirming  that  of 
the  Master  in  every  respect. 

The  Prize  Officer's  Affidavit  respecting  the  mortality  amongst  the  slaves,  whilst  they  were  under  his 
charge,  proved  that  21  of  them  had  died. 

With  the  filing  of  this  Paper  the  Seizor's  case  closed,  and  his  Proctor  obtained  publication  thereof,  on 
the  19th  current. 

The  Monition,  issued  on  the  15tli,  was  returned  into  Court  duly  certified  on  the  22d  instant;  and  on 
the  folk)wing  day  the  trial  of  this  vessel  took  place,  when  the  condemnation  of  the  schooner,  *^  Dolores,*' 
was  decreed,  as  well  as  the  emancipation  of  the  surviving  slaves,  amounting  to  286  persons. 

(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

Sierra  Leone  24th  May,  1837,  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

No.  25. 
His  M€gesty*s  Commissioners  to  P^iscount  Pahnerston. — {Received  August  23.) 
My  Lord,  *  Sierra  Zjeone,  \Oth  June,  1837. 

A  FEW  days  since,  we  were  honoured  by  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch,  of  the  30th  March  last,  approving  of  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court 
having  refused,  in  the  Case  of  the  Spanish  schooner  "  Luisita,'  to  consider  open 
gratings  boarded  over  as  closed  hatches,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Treaty  of  the  2Sth 
June,  1835 ;  and  forwarding  to  us  a  Copy  of  the  Despatch,  which  your  Lordship 
had  addressed  to  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Madrid,  instructing  him  to  press  upon 
the  Spanish  Government  the  expediency  of  adopting  some  fonn  of  Bond  and  Certi^ 
ficate,  for  Spanish  vessels  clearing  out  for  the  Coast*  of  Africa  with  casks  on  board,  of 
a  like  nature  to  those  in  use  by  the  British  Custom-house,  for  British  vessels  engaged 
in  the  commerce  of  this  Coast. 

Vv  e  have   o^c 
(Signed)  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.CJS. 

Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  26. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received   frj|jftyif  23.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  10th  June  1837. 

We  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yt)ur  Lordship's  Despatch,  of 
the  31st  March  last,  conveying  the  approbation  of  JHis  Majesty's  GoveJ-nment  of  the 
amended  plan  adopted  for  the  cutting  up  of  vessels,  condemned  under  the  Treaty  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Spain ;  and  to  assure  your  Lordship,  that  we  have  had 
much  pleasure  in  ^^Wj^jj^  that  the  measure  in  question  has  been  considered  satis- 
fiu^ory.  WSr 

^i|^  We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  27. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston.^^(Receif)ed  August  23.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  lOth  June,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch,  of  the  8th  April  last,  upon  the  subject  of  the  deficiencies  discovered  in  the 
cargo  of  the  Spanish  schooner  "  Josefa,**  on  her  restoration  to  the  Claimant,  and 
which  had  taken  place  during  the  charge  of  Mr.  Reid,  Prize  Master  of  that  vessel ; 
and  acquainting  us,  that  there  was  nothing  imjust  or  inequitable  in  the  position  in 
which  the  Claimant's  application  for  remuneration  for  the  losses  in  question  had 
been  left  by  the  decision  given  therein  by  the  Mixed  Court, 
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The  iu&rmation  whickyptir  Lorciskij)  has  been  pleased  to-coAiiuuBicatat  to  ils,  of  a 
Seizor  beipg  civilly  answ^oi^e  for  tlie- conduct  oi  KiT  R-fee  Officejf  oi^  ^^4^^>  we 
shall  bear;  in  nnnd,  csx  ap|  lutare  application  of  a  like^  nature  to,  &e  'onej^^ve 
Eluded tov  ^       ^    V-  ^     -  ;  ,  .  ^       I 

-  I  We  have*  &c. 

:: :  (Sgne^  H  D.  CAMPBELL. 

1  .  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

ThIiig1^tHon.FUc6untPalmenton,G.C.B.    -     -^ 

_ .,   ^<|.  ^c.  S^c. 

''     ;  N0.2&   :  j 

'  His  MdseHtf^9  Commissioners  to  Vi9countlPahi€rsion.—'{Rec.  September  jSw) 

;'    ■  t  .        _ i 

MIrLoRDj        ,       "^  ',  Sierra  Leone,  ZOtJiJvnt,\^^^. 

^  IM  pursuance  of  the  the  75tli  Clause  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  5th  Tear  of 
His  late  Majesty's  Reign,  entitled,  ^'^  An  Act  to  amend  and  consolinate  the  taws 
relating  ti  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  .Trade,"  we  have  the  honour  to  transn^it,  en- 
closed, a  Keturn  of  all  C^ses  of  Spanish  vessels,  adjudicated  in  the  British' and 
Spanish  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  established  here  from  die  1st  January,  to  the  SOth 
June,  1837.      *         "  :■  "  { 

''  ^\^r  t^    I'M!  V^      J2y#* 

;  (Signed)    ::  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

"  R-  DOHEimr.         I 
"The  Right  Hari'  Fhcount  Palmerstmi,  GX!.B»  \ 

L     \8fc.  8fc.  Sfc.      :       . 
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No.  29. 
Her  Majesty^ s  Commssioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston, — {Received  Nov.  6.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  I2th  Atigti^t,  1837. 

We  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoiir  Lordship's  Despatch  of 
the  30th  May  last,  in  which  your  Lordship  is  pleased  to  convey  your  concurrence 
in  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court,  that  a  vessel, 
having  one  large  hatch  fitted  with  gratings,  instead  of  hatches,  as  required  by  the 
letter  of  the  late  Treaty  with  Spain,  comes  within  the  operation  of  the  Equipment 
Article  of  that  Treaty ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  condemnation  of  the  Spanish  Brig 
"  San  Nicolas,''  equipped  in  the  manner  alluded  to,  was  a  correct  decision  of  the 
Court. 

Your  Lordship's  approval  of  the  course  adopted  on  the  occasion  in  question,  has 
proved  very  gratifying  to  us. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

A.  DOHERTY. 
TTie  Right  Han.  Viscount  Palmerstony  G.CB. 
Cfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  30. 
Her  Majesiy's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Nov.  6.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  I2tk  August,  1837. 

We  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  19tli 
June  last,  having  reference  to  your  Lordship  s  former  letter  of  the  3rd  September, 
respecting  the  departure  hence  in  April,  1836,  of  the  two  vessels,  in  which  the 
officers  and  crews  of  Spanish  slaves,  then  awaiting  adjudication  here,  had  leftthis^ 
in  consequence  of  the  trial  of  their  vessels  having  been  unavoidably  postponed  for 
an  indefinite  period ;  and  acquainting  us  that  Her  Majesty's  Advocate  General  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  could  not  have  legally  prevented  those 
persons  quitting  the  Colony,  as  they  had  been  examined  on  the  standing  interroga- 
tories. 

The  Commissioners,  in  reporting  to  your  Lordship  the  occurrences  in  questioot 
had  in  view  only  to  bring  them  under  yonr  Lordship's  notice,  as  circumstan/ces 
connected  with  their  brandi  of  the  public  service,  and  not  as  matters  of  which  thcj 
had  to  complain. 

The  Commissioners  having  been  at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  these  people 
from  the  colony,  without  any  instructions  fi-om  your  Lordship,  as  to  the  carrying  into 
eflFect  the  new  Treaty  with  Spain,  under  which  their  vessels  had  been  prosecuted* 
and  not  having  before  them  the  Act  of  Parliament  on  this  subject,  they  were  of 
opinion,  tiiey  could  not,  without  incurring  unnecessary  responsibility,  have  taken 
upon  themselves  to  decide,  whether  these  people  might  not  have  been  eventuallj 
required  to  undergo  fiirther  examination ;  and,  therefore,  when  asked  to  sanction 
their  departure  hence,  we  stated  to  their  Proctors  what  we  have  now  represented  to 
your  Lordship,  and  declined  giving  the  assent  solicited. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  DOHERTY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWia 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.CB. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  ^c. 


No.  31. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston.-^Reeeived  Nov.  SO!) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  ^th  September,  1837. 

Herein  we  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  our  Report 
of  the  case  of  the  Spanish  Brig  "  General  Ricafort,  seized  on  the  26th  June  kst, 
a  few  miles  from  British  Accra,  by  His  Majesty's  Brig,  "  Charybdis/*  Lieutenant 
Mercer,  Commanding,  on  a  charge  of  illegal  equipment. 

Tl)e  detained  vessel  reached  this  harbour  on  tlie  15th  July,  and  on  the  following 
19th  was  brought  before  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court  for  trial.     Various 
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occurrences  tended  to  delay  the  adjudication  of  this  vessel  beyond  the  period 
named  in  the  Treaty  for  this  purpose,  and  which  were  not  controllable  by  the 
Court.  The  chief  causes  of  delay  were  the  serious  illness  of  the  Master  on  his 
arrival  here,  and  ultimately  a  lengthened  sitting  of  one  of  the  Local  Civil  Courts, 
hi  which  most  of  the  officers,  as  well  as  the  practitioners  of  the  Mixed  Court,  were 
ID  some  way  engaged.  Adjudication,  however,  took  place  on  the  25th  ult.,  when 
the  detained  brig  was  declared  a  good  and  lawful  prize  to  the  Governments  of 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  having  been  seized  unlawfully  ec|uipped. 
-  This  vessel  was  ostensibly  on  a  voyage  from  Havana  via  Bahia  to  Lagos  to 
deliver  merchandise,  and  return  thence  to  Havana  in  ballast,,  and  affords  an 
instance  of  an  apparently  new  system  which  has  just  commenced  operation  at  Cuba 
among  the  Slave-Traders  there,  in  the  hope  of  evading  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  with 
Spain  of  June,  1835.  The  "  General  Ricafort "  is  a  large,  roomy,  merchant 
vessel,  formerly  employed  between  Cuba  and  Bremen,  in  a  legitimate  trade,  and  not 
at  all  partaking  externally  of  the  appearance  of  a  slave  vessel ;  and  when  boarded 
by  the  capturing  officer,  the  only  part  of  her  equipment  then  observable  which 
afforded  ground  of  seizure,  was  a  portion  of  a  slave  deck  laid  in  the  front  of  the 
steerage  of  the  vessel.  For  this  small  loose  deck,  and  having  on  board  some  spare 
planks  adapted  for  a  continuation  of  the  said  deck,  the  "  General  Ricafort "  was 
seized  and  brought  to  adjudication. 

The  captor  found  on  board  of  the  brig  when  he  detained  her  two  large  Guinea 
canoes,  and  nineteen  hired  Guinea  men  to  navigate  them,  which  he  states,  in  his 
declai'ation,  were  engaged  apparently  for  shipping  slaves  ;  an  opinion,  we  think, 
well  foimded,  as  the  providing  such  canoes  is  said  to  be  a  regular  practice  with 
vessels  bound  to  Lagos  or  Whydah  for  slaves. 

Subsequently  to  her  seizure,  as  will  appear  in  the  Report  of  the  case,  a  bag  of 
forelocks  for  slave  shackle-bolts  was  found,  which  materially  strengthened  the 
diarce  against  this  vessel ;  and  the  two  large  medicine  chests,  in  addition  to  that 
for  tne  brig's  crew,  such  as  are  only  used  on  board  of  slave  vessels,  and  fitted  up 
for  the  treatment  of  diseases  frequent  among  negroes  on  shipboard,  which  were 
also  discovered  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  though  not  prohibited  articles  by  the 
Treaty,  served  to  point  out  the  real  employment  for  which  this  vessel  was  intended, 
and  thus  to  assist  in  the  decision  of  the  charge  preferred  against  her. 

When  the  detained  brig  was  examined  by  the  Surveyors  to  the  Court,  after  much 
<rf*the  cargo  had  been  shifted,  there  was  then  sufficient  unmarked  and  unfitted  plank 
discovered  for  continuing  the  small  deck  which  had  been  found  laid  at  the  time  of 
seizure,  half  the  length  of  the  hold ;  and  it  was  observed  that  there  were  battons  on 
the  foremost  bulkhead,  on  a  level  with  the  beams,  adapted  for  receiving  the  ends  of  a 
plank  which  might  be  used  in  laying  a  deck  fore  and  aft  in  the  hold.  The  number 
of  lower  deck  beams  were  not  however  more  than  would  be  met  with  in  a  vessel 
used  in  lawful  commerce  ;  but  this  deficiency  was  provided  for  in  a  double  set  of 
**  air  holes,"  cut  in  the  ceiling  of  the  brig,  ostensibly  for  ventilation,  the  lower 
range  of  which  were  on  the  level  of  the  fixed  beams,  and  evidently  intended  for 
the  lodgement  of  temporary  beams,  by  which  sufficient  support  would  have  been 
obtained  for  a  slave  deck. 

The  nature  of  the  voyage  in  which  the  vessel  had  been  seized,  as  deposed  to  by 
the  Master,  in  his  affidavit  with  the  claim,  was  plainly  at  variance  with  the  Owner's 
statement  upon  this  subject,  in  his  letter  of  instructions  to  the  Master ;  and  the  said 
claim  did  not  set  forth  distinctly  or  clearly  who  were  the  owners  of  the  cargo  with 
which  the  brig  was  laden,  and  was  in  contradiction  of  the  official  clearance  from 
Havana;  all  which  circumstances  are  enlarged  upon  in  the  Report  of  the  case. 

The  main  feature  of  the  claimant's  defence  referred  to  the  principal  charge  against 
Ae  vesLsel,  the  loose  deck  and  spare  plank  with  which  his  vessel  had  been  seized,  and 
consisted  in  the  assertion  of  the  loose  deck  being  intended  to  stow  provisions  upon ; 
and  the  loose  planks  having  been  shipped  as  dunnage  for  the  roll  tobacco,  which  article 
requires  to  be  so  carefully  stowed  as  to  need  dunnage  of  this  description.  As  to  the 
non-existence  of  a  necessity  for  so  expensive  an  article  as  plank  being  used  for  the 
purpose  in  question,  we  had  the  most  direct  evidence  from  the  Surveyors  of  the 
Court,  (one  of  whom  has  been  a  Master-Mariner  for  a  number  of  years)  ;  who  all 
agreed  that  the  fire-wood  on  board  would  have  equally  well  answered  for  this 
service.  And  if  there  even  had  been  the  necessity  alleged  by  the  Master  for  the 
irte  of  plank  as  dunnage,  he  appeared  to  have  overlooked  it  when  loading  his  vessel, 
as  when  the  brig  was  seized  there  was  not  any  plank  used  in  this  manner,  as  the 
Prize  Officer's  affidavit  proved. 
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These  circumstances,  in  connexion  with  others,  hearing  materially  on  the  case 
whidi  ha^e  been  referred  to  at  length  in  our  Report,  led  us  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  vessel  had  been  unlawfully  equipped,  in  wilful  violation  of  the  10th  Artide  of 

.  the  Treatyi  of  Jupe^  1835,  and  induced  us  to  give  the  sentence  of  condemnation 
which'  we  have  previously  meotioneid. 

'  Enclosed  is' a  Copy  of  a  Report  from  the  Acting  Marshal  to  the  Courts,  as  to 
his  having  found,  secreted  under  the  cargo  of  the  "  General  Ricafort,*'  three  pairs  of 
slfiveHroi^s  coiUiplete,iau<l  ^eveu  more  planks  for  use  in  tlie  fonnation  of  a  slave  deck 
for  this  vessel ;  ckcumatances  tending  to  confirn>  our  opinion  of  the  real  employ- 

'  merit  for  whi<?h  she  was  liestined. 

Art  the  leading  persons  in  this  transaction  have  been  previously  connected  with 
Slave  .trying  .a3vej(ijLurer5,  excepting  the. Owner  pf  this  vessel,  Cosme  Jocai  a 
resident  m^ohant  of  Havana*  i        .    , 

The  Freighter  of  the  brig,  J.  Y-  de  Yrigoyen,.  was  the  Seller  of  the  Spi^iiish 
]bj^^igant^ne  "  Di/igenceay*'  condemned  here  in  1836 ;  and  the  Owner  of  the  >^n- 
demned  Spanish  schooler  " lbcriay\  condemned  1 1th  March,  1835.     The  Con- 

'  signee  at  Bahia,  M.  C.  dos  Santos,  has  been  particularly  alluded  to  in  the  case  of 
thje  Portuguese  brigantine  **  FeVuvy'  condemned  in  last  December.  And  the  Con- 
signee at  Lagos,  K  J.  de  Silva  Porto,  is  mentioned  in  the  case  of  the  Portuguese 
schooner  "  Josephina,''  condemned  in  ]\Iarch  last,  as  the  Owner  of  the  slaves  seized 
in  that  vessel. 

In  none  of  the  cases  of  vessels  brought  before  us,  which  have  cleared  fromBahia, 
have  we  found  a  manifest  of  the  cargo  embarked  at  that  port,  a  circumstance  which 
has  at  times  been  productive  of  some  difficulty,  and  prevented  our  arriving  at  a 
correct  kifiowledge  of  transactions  which  we  were  anxious  to  investigate.  It  has 
been  denied,  when  inquired  into,  tliat  any  such  document  as  a  manifest,  or  descrip- 
tive clearaiice  of  a  cargo,  had  been  issued  at  Bahia,  upon  which  assertion  we  cannot 
form  a  good  opinion,  being  unacquainted  with  the  customs  of  Portuguese  or 
Brazilian  Ports ;  the  absence  of  a  document  answering  the  purpose  in  question 
seems  very  iiTcguIar^  and  leads  occasionally  to  difficulties  in  arriving  at  just  conclu- 

.sions,  as  we  have  before  stated,  and  of  which  the  present  case  affords  an  instance. 
The  only  documents  describing  the  cargo  embarked  at  Bahia  in  the  *'  General 
Ricajort/'  are  triplicates  of  the  bills  of  lading,  said  to  have  been  given  there  by  her 
Master  lo  the  owner  of  the  property  mentioned  in  those  documents. 

We  have,  &c.  ^ 

(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

.  A.  DOHERTY. 

Th6  liigTit  ti6n.  VisconSit  Puhnmton,  G.C.B. 


•    '   ,  :  .;,         ,         ,         Fix:st  Enclosure  in  No.  31. 

.  '.  f  :    'B^^pariofibB  casf  qfthe  Sp^nUh  Bri^  "  General  Ricafbrl,*'  Carlos  MartineZy  Masier. 

T  ^  ^^^  Spanish  m^rdiant,  named  Cosmil  de  Tcoa,  of  Uevaftst,  at  which 

P  ad  filtfed  out  in  February  last,  by  one  Juaa  Yiinco  de  If.rigoyen,  for  a 
V  Part  of  the  cargo  of  this  vessel,  nvhich  consisted  of  a  general  asftoHinent 

0  )r  th^  trade  of  La^os,  was  shipped  at  HaTana*  and  the  remainder  at 

1  labia,  of  the  parties  interested  in  this  voyage,  was  Maaoel  Ca>rdoao  dos 
i  d^riceHvas  EnstaqnidJoaquim  da  Silva  Porto. 

'  the  voya^  the  Spanisrh  autliorities  of  Havana,  iurnished  the  *'  General 
1  p;  papers: 

49,  of  the  5th  of  April,  1885,  tor  a  vopg©  to  Bremen,  under  Carloft  Mar- 
It'  biTicTal  endorsemetit  of  the  itlsi  of  Jane  163i6,  showed  her  tQ^>e  destined 
f  brt ;  and  a  rtrrlher  one  of  date  the  27th  of  Fd>ruary,  1837,  cleared  her  for 
J                                           ht  nsxio}  injunction  not  to  engage  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

persons,  the  number  who  composed  <he  crew  on  leaving  Il&Vana^ 

se  the  Passport  as  regards  the  different  voyages. 

le  9f  the  cargo  fbr  Bahia  only.   There  were  also  oa  board  the  **  General 

i  '  •'  •  .1- 

iill  of  Sale  of  this  vessel,  hearing  date  the  24th  May«  1832,  in  whidi  Jos<^ 
]  na,  appeared  as  seller,  and  Cosm^  Toca  as  the  purbliaser  of  the  said  vessel ; 

\  red  up  by  the  Master  at  an  advanced  stage  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case. 

J  lete  a  considerable  addition  to  the  oai^  was  made,  consisting  of  mm  and 

t  1  documents  wete  obtained.    They  were       *     . 

pts  and  certifieates  from  the  Custom-house  respeotikig  both  vessel  and 
c  IfettsuiOform. 

Spanish  Vice  Consul,  showing  that  the  crew  had  bee&  inereastd  at  Bahia, 
from  sixteen  to  twenty  without  any  apparent  cause. 
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Di^: private  documents  fqu^d  on  l>oard,  having  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  this  vessel  at  Havana 
and  Eahia^  were 
^*     9. "  A iSiil  of  Lading  granted  to  Juan  Yrinco  de  Yrfgoyen  for  the  cargo. shipped  by  him  at  Havana^ 
•'BOdwhieh  he  consigned  to  Don  Manoel.Cardozodos  Sautos»  of  Bahia,  or  Eustaquio  Joac^uim  da 
!  SHxii  jpoi^tpi,  of  I^agoa. 

9.  A  Letter  of  Instructions  to  the  Master,  from  the  owner  of  the  brig,  dated'27th  Fehriiar}',  1S^7, 

acquainting  him  the  vessel  had  been  freighted  to  the  stfd  Yrigoyen,  at  the^  rate  of  eight  biuidred 

dbnafs  per  uiohth,'  for  a  y^afr  or  more^  if  necessary;  enckisihg  him  an  introduction  tp  tile  aforesaid 

•   Manoel  Oardbzo  dcisr  Santos;  of  fiahia ;  to  which  {>ort  he  desires  him  to  proceed,  and  adding,  that  the 

.;  vessel  ))ad  been  ^n^ured  for  eight  thousand  dollars.     The  pariiculais  of  the  insurunce  were  not  givpn. 

.  10.  A  Letter  of  Instructions  to  the  said  Master  from  the  consignee  at  Bahia,  dated  18th  May,  1887, 
'desiring  him  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Chi  Inea,  and  purchase  two  canoes  for  the  use  of -the  vest;el, 
hiring  Guineamen  to  navigate^  them,  and  then  go  direct  to  Lag06,  and  pUoe  blon^Qlf  in  !C()n[lcnuni- 
.  cation  Hrith  Da  Silvan  I^oftO|  wlyy  would  acquaiint  him  if  th^  return  voyage  was  to  be  to  Havana  or 

11.  Two  Bills  of  Lading  dated  Bahia,  one  for  die  cargo  shipped'by  the  consignee  of  Vrigwett,'  for 
^  one  Da  Silva.  Porto  ;  and  the  other  for  a  small  shipment  of  three  hundred  rcAIsi  of  TobaocD,made  by 
'"tWr'icph^w  of  thesaklcorisighee,  (o  Ute  joint  care  of  th6  said  Da  Silva  Porio,  ^md  the  I^la^ter  of  the 

ii-,  pn  IBe  shipment  of  thej  jSuineamen  to  navigate  the  two  cauoes?,  purchased  agreeably  to  the  Bah?a 
;     cpns^ee^  in^truqtipns  above  ajluded  to,  the  authorities  of  St.  George  d*E1mma  on  this  coast,  on  the 
27th  June  la^t,  gave  ati  bfficial  list  or  niuster-rdll,  showing  that  nineteen  men  had  been  embaiiked  for 
■^"ihW'^pbs^.  .    .  ; 

'  "ShJa*"  Waa  a  Log-book  of  the  voyage  throughout,-  whic^  had  been  apparently  kept  by  the  Master. 
.  .|inihi&tl^  ves^^l's  stay  at  Bahia  was  stated  to  have  been  twenty-three  days,  duriujj:  which  the  addi- 
tions to  the  cargo  were  made  ;  and  at  St.'  George  d'Elmina  the  Vessel  was  detained  six  days  on 
account  of  the  purchase  of  the  said  two  canoes,^and  the  hire  of  their  crews. 

'  TM  )aHeg<ed  ground  t>f  pufcha«%iug.  the  two  aaiioes  hcfrein  alluded  to,  was  for  discharging,  the  out- 

:^ard  caocgo  at  Lagos,  and  embarking  tb^  ballast  with  which  Lt>vaa  stated  she  was  to  return  to  Cuba. 

Soon  atler  this  exceedingly  questionable  transaction,'  Her  Majesty^s  brig**  Charybdis"  fell  in  with 

the  *'  General  Ricaforty^  on  the    26th  June  last,  and  her  comniander  iler  a  minute  hifepcction  of 

"the'  vessel's  equipment,  deemed  it  his  duty  to  detain  her  foi^  an  infraction  of  t3i€  tanlh  articltt  of  the 

'  '  Bpatti^h  Treaty,  as  well  as  for  what  'Lieutenant  Mercer  considered  ^  serloqs  informality  ii^  her  bhip's 

The  d^tain^d  vessel  reached  this  port  under  the  charge  of  a  prize  olfficor,  on  the  15th  of  July  last;  and 

her  cargo  and  hold  were  immediately  afterwards  very  carefully  examined,  in  order,  if  possible,  to- 

*'  'disioHrer  additional  causes  for  which  to  prosecute  her,  to  those  contained  in  Ihe  Declaration  of  the* 

ca^tt)r.'   This  led  to  the  Proctor  for  the  seisors  not  presenting  the  brJg*s  papers  to-  the  Court  until  late 

on  the  Ifkh  Jnly;  and  they  were  therefore  not  filed  in  the  Registry  of  the  Court  until  the  subsequent 

>  .-.  day,  when  the  prize  officer's  aflddavJt  authenticating  them  was  received  together  with  the  Declaration  of 

the  capto^r^    Tlie  monition  in  the  case  issued  at  the  same  time,  and' the  examination  of  the  witnesses 

'  pfodoccd  by  the  captor  was  directed  to  be  proceeded  with.  -      .  \ 

The  allegations' contained  in  Lieutenaitt  Mercer's  Dcjclaration  are  tis  fbllpws : — **  That  he^  Liei?t«nant 
Samuel  Mercer,  Commander  of  Hfr  Majesty's  brig  *  Charybdis,'  on  the  26th  day  of  June,'  1837, 
;^it|g^  jp  [or  ^l^utj latifu^e  5/. 19'  N.,  longitude  0°  5'  W.,  British  Ocean,  bearing  N.  W.  by  N.  by 
compass'',  abov^eigjitipr  nfpe  miles,  he  detained  th6  brig  named  the  *  General  Ricafo'rt,*  sailing  under 
Spanish  coliirfs'Cof  two  htmdr^d  aftd  thirty-eight  tons),  armed  with  two  guns,  six-pounder.<^,  and  com- 
manded by  Carlos  Martinez,  who  declared  kerHo  be^bo^Otd  iVom  Havana  vi^  Dafaia  to  Lago^^ith  a 
crew  consisting  of  twenty  men  and  boys,  and  nineteej;  canoe-men,  taken  on  board  at  Eimina,  whose 
names,  as  declared  by  them  respectively,  are  inserted  in  a  list  at  the  foot  hereof;  and  having  on  board 
spare  planks  fitted  as  an  after  slave-deck,  and  laid,  which  planks  are  marked  and  numbered,  and  fitted 
as  the  generality  of  slave-decks,  and  havmg  on  board  besides  a  quantity  of  spare  plank,  and  that  the 
foremost  beam  of  the  slave-decli  is  Hj^ed  for  an  additional  bulkhead ;  and  also  for  informality  in  the 
papers ;  No.  5  stating  that  slie  is  two  hundred  and  Hhlrty-wght  tons ;  No.  2,  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  tons  ;  an^  ^o.  1,  of  ninety-one  and  a  half  tons." 

lie  further  declared,  "  That  this  vessel  had  two  largfe  canoes,  safd  to  have  been  obtained  at  Ehnina,. 
'    'aj/paiewlly  (or  tbepur^oM  of  enabarking  her  sluves." 
"   ^  '  'To^ establish  by  pro6fikc  icootents  oi  the  aboTe-meiUioned  I)eclaration,  the  sei 
''- '  't4wt'a'Cofnm'aBsk>n  of  Suncyand  Inspection  might  be. issued..    The  petitltioi 
'^   ^  *7eMi0stv  thit  a  T«s:s«l  migSlt  be  provided  to  remove  a  part  of  the  cargo  into,  in  < 
^"'     Wane  t)f  the  Surveyors  in  prosecuting  their  iuspeclion.     The  Commission  was  d 
the  20th  of  July  ;  but  the  CtAirt  dechned  aJJowing  a  vessel  to  be  hired  as  had  been 
^^     '^  vdj  evideAc«  of  tb^  ucoessil^  for  incurring  such  a  heavy  expense.     Indeed,  tlie  ss 
ihe  only  intimation  the  Court  had  at  that  time  received  of  their  being  any  carco  i 
•' •'^  deiftihkt  vesael  on  her  arrival  here.    The, result  of  the  Surveyor*^s  investigation 
•  ^  "  liJiilowirlgi  Report,  which  was  duly  attested  before  (he  Registrar  on  the  22nd  of  Jjhv  • — 
''     "  i  '^'We  tound  ihc  hatchways  not  larger  than  usual  in  merdiant  vessels  of  her  s 
coamings  not  hoped  fbr  baM.     We  found  divisions  and  balkheads  as  usual  in  ves 
truffi^Si'    W^  £bund  a  loose  deck  laid  in  front  of  the  steerage,  the  planks  of  whic 
fitted  on  to  the  beam  >in  such  a  mannev  as  to  leave  suOicient  space  on  the  oth 
Teceiveplanks'fdr  acaniinuationof  the  deck  forward.     Wc  observed  several  pk 
on  a  level  with  the  said  loose  deck,  apparently  to  receive  ends  of  beams.     We  ali 
-    brrgc  quantity  xfrdugh  nnimmbered  spare  plank  of  a  sufficient  thickness  for  forn 
'  6f  tte  hair*deck ;  but  from  the  cargo  stoMcd  in  the  hold  \ye  were  unalJe  to  aj 
spare  planks  would  be  sufikient,  or  whether  they  are. fitted  for  that  purpose.     1 
'     iratt fbrelocka or  pins,  apparently  for  fastening  slave  shackles;  but  no  shackles 
We  found  no  larger  quantity  of  iresh  wate^:  J^Uan  would  be  requisite  for  the  crew 
'  efbertnse.  .  We  fpund  jtrloi^e  nosnber  of  casks -containing  spirits,  about  eighty 
^  more  mess  kids  or  pans  than  necessary  for  the  use  of  hi?f  crew^  as  a  meircliant '} 
'^*^  *''^^fcft'n«|fkii|pBritb«ircqiusUfcfor.theu8ppf  thecrew.     We  jfoundnot  mpre  ri 
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the  crew  of  the  vessel,  and  no  flour  of  Brazil  or  farinha.  We  found  two  large  medicine  chests,  ccm- 
taining  a  much  larger  quantity  of  medicine  than  requisite  for  the  crew  of  a  merchant  ves'-el ;  also  a 
large  quantity  of  charcoal  besides  firewood.  On  deck  tliere  are  two  guns,  and  beds  for  ten  water 
casks." 

There  was  a  further  survey  of  the  vessel  held  after  the  case  had  been  finally  closed  on  both  side's, 
the  particulars  of  which  will  appear  in  this  Report  in  the  order  of  its  date,  where  they  will  be  more 
intelligible  than  in  connexion  with  the  foregoing  survey,  as  many  parts  of  it  were  called  for  to  clear 
up  points  that  arose  during  the  proceedings  had  in  this  case,  and  of  which  we  shall  now  give  an 
account. 

The  examinations  in  chief  of  the  witnesses,  produced  by  the  captors,  were  delayed  until  the  24th 
ultimo, — a  period  of  four  days,  owing  to  the  severe  illness  of  the  Master,  Carlos  Martinez.  On  the 
above  day,  however,  he  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  give  evidence ;  and  the  Registrar  proceeded  at 
once  to  examine  him  and  the  Boatswain  of  the  detained  Brig,  on  the  standing  interrogatories,  and  the 
Steward,  on  the  fixed  special  interrogatories  only ;  the  merits  of  the  case  resting  upon  the  question  of 
equipment. 

Carlos  Martinez  deposed,  that  "he  was  born  in  Florida,  North  America;  has  lived  at  Havana  for 
(he  last  seven  years;  is  a  subject  of  the  Queen  of  Spain;  was  formerly  a  subject  (citizen)  of  the 
United  States  ;  witness's  wife  resides  in  Havana.  Was  appointed  to  the  command,  and  possession 
was  given  to  him  at  Havana,  in  February  last,  by  Cosmt^  de  Toca,  a  Spanish  subject,  and  a  resident 
of  the  Island ;  first  saw  the  said  vessel  about  four  years  since ;  she  is  North  American  built.  Was 
present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  ;  does  net  know  for  what  reason  she  was  seized.  Sailed  imder 
Spanish  colours ;  had  also  a  Dutch  flag  for  a  private  signal.  The  vessel  is  called  the  '  General 
Ricafort;^  she  was  formerly  (when  under  the  American  flag)  called  the  *^ion;^  she  is  one  hundred 
and  twenty  tons  burden,  and  had  nineteen  officers  and  marines,  exclusive  of  witness,  part  Spaniards 
and  part  Portuguese ;  there  were  also  two  Bremen  men,  two  Frenchmen,  and  one  Italian,  all  shipped 
and  hired  by  witness  at  Havana,  in  February  last,  except  four,  who  were  shipped  by  witness  at  Batia, 
in  May  last.  Neither  he  nor  any  of  the  officers  and  mariners  had  any  interest  in  the  vessel,  nor  in  the 
cargo,  with  the  exception  of  two  hundred  rolls  of  tobacco,  which  are  the  property  of  witness;  was 
master  on  board ;  there  was  one  passenger,  a  black  man,  whose  name  is  in  the  passport  delivered  up ; 
he  was  embarked  at  Bahia,  for  a  passage  to  Lagos ;  does  not  know  what  his  business  might  be :  the 
^  said  passenger  had  no  authority  or  interest  in  respect  to  the  vessel  or  cargo.  The  voyage  commenced, 
and  was  to  have  ended  at  Havana  ;  Bahia  was  the  last  clearing  port :  from  Havana  the  vessel  went  to 
Bahia.  where  a  cargo  of  tobacco  and  aquadiente  was  shipped,  and  from  thence  she  proceeded  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  touched  at  St.  George's,  Elmina,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  two  canoes,  and  of 
hiring  crews  for  them,  which  he  succeeded  in  procuring  from  the  natives  ;  remained  there  four  days, 
and  was  on  his  way  from  that  place  to  Lagos  when  he  was  captured.  The  capturing  vessel  was  first 
seen  about  twelve  miles  from  Accra,  on  the  26th  June,  and  capture  took  place  there  and  then ;  there 
was  no  chase  ;  witness  was  steering  for  Lascos  at  the  time  when  he  fell  in  with  the  capturing  vessel ; 
the  vessel's  course  was  not  altered,  nor  any  additional  sail  hoisted  on  the  appearance  of  the  man-of-war; 
the  vessel's  course  was  at  all  times,  when  the  weather  would  permit,  directed  to  the  place  for  which  she 
was  destined  by  her  papers.  There  are  two  guns  mounted,  and  there  were  twelve  muskets  and  as 
many  cutlasses,  and  a  small  quantity  of  ammunition  for  the  defence  of  the  vessel  against  pirates. 
Tiiere  was  no  resistance  made  ;  there  were  no  instructions  to  resist  or  avoid,  or  escape  capture,  or  for 
destroying,  concealing,  or  refusing  to  deliver  up  any  of  the  vessel's  papers.  CosmtJ  de  Toca  was  the 
sole  owner  of  the  vessel,  a  Spaniard  by  birth,  and  a  resident  of  Old  Spain,  before  he  lived  at  Havana. 
There  was  a  bill  of  sale,  which  is  at  present  on  board,  and  witnesses  willing  to  deliver  it  up  ;  does  not 
recollect  the  particulars ;  believes  the  price  to  have  been  paid ;  believes  the  sale  to  have  been  a  true 
one,  and  that  the  vessel,  if  restored,  will  belong  to  the  said  Toca,  and  to  him  only :  knows  of  no  private 
agreement.  As  he  has  already  stated,  he  is  himself  part  owner  of  the  cargo,  and  Toz«l  Joaquim  de 
Almeida,  nephew  and  clerk  of  Manoel  Cardozo  dos  Santos,  of  Bahia,  owns  three  hundred  rolls  of 
tobacco,  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  belongs  to  JoztJ  Yrinoo  de  Yrigoyen,  a  Spaniard  by  birth,  and  a 
resident  merchant  of  Havana :  the  lader  of  the  cargo  shipped  at  Bahia,  and  the  consignee  at  that  place, 
was  Don  Manoel  Cardoso  dos  Santos,  a  Portuguese  by  birth,  and  a  resident  merchant  of  that  city  ; 
the  consignee  at  Lagos  is  Eustaquio  da  Silva  Porto,  but  witness  knows  nothing  further  about  him ; 
part  of  the  cargo  was  laded  at  Havana  by  Yrigoyen  himself;  the  whole  of  the  cargo  was  to  be  landed 
at  lias^os  for  the  account  and  risk  of  Yrigoyen,  Almeida,  and  witness,  the  owners  above  stated,  and  if 
restored  will  belong  to  those  parties,  and  to  them  only.  The  lading  of  the  vessel  on  her  last  voyage 
was  sugar  from  Havana  to  Bremen,  whence  she  took  a  cargo  of  linen  back  to  Havana;  the  cargo  on 
the  present  occasion  shipped  at  Havana  is  bale  goods  and  muskets;  and  shipped  at  Bahia  tobacco  and 
rum.  After  capture  tlie  vessel  was  taken  to  Accra,  and  thence  to  Sierra  Leone.  The  passport  and 
other  papers  found  on  board  the  vessel  are  all  true  and  fair.  No  papers  whatever  were  destroyed  or 
concealed,  or  made  away  with.  There  are  no  other  papers  in  any  country  to  his  knowledge  relating  to 
vessel  and  cargo  besides  those  delivered  up,  and  the  bill  of  sale  of  which  he  has  spoken.  There  was  no 
charter  parly  to  his  knowledge.  The  vessel  and  that  part  of  the  cargo  belonging  to  Yrigoyen  are, 
wilne^is  believes,  insured,  the  former  in  Havana,  and  the  latter  in  the  United  States;  does  not  know 
anything  of  the  insuring  parties;  witness's  own  venture  is  not  insured;  cannot  say  whether  Almeida's 
is  or  not ;  the  vessel  was  under  the  direction  of  Cardozo  dos  Santos  in  regard  to  her  trade;  witness 
corresponds  with  him,  Yrigoyen,  and  Toca  in  regard  to  the  concerns  of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  Bulk 
was  not  broken  before  or  since  capture.  The  following  articles  were  found  missing  after  the  man-of- 
war  had  parted  company: — one  Spanish  flag,  one  burdjee,  with  ship's  name,  one  red  flag,  also  two 
pieces  of  duck,  about  twenty-five  skains  of  sail-twine,  sixty  fathoms  of  four-inch  rope,  three  swords,  one 
cabin  chair,  four  or  five  tin  plates  for  the  use  of  the  crew,  and  two  canoes ;  witness  cannot  swear  that 
the  first-mentioned  articles  were  taken  by  the  man-of-war's  people  :  the  two  canoes  were  sent  ashore 
by  the  capturing  officer  with  part  of  the  Spanish  crew.  Since  capture  eight  dollars  have  been  taken 
from  his  trowser's  pocket,  which  hung  upon  the  cot-  in  his  cabin :  does  not  know  by  whom  they 
were  taken.'* 

The  Master's  replies  to  the  Special  Interrogatories,  respecting  the  equipment  of  the  detained  vessel, 
were  as  follows :  "  The  hatches  are  close,  and  of  wood.  The  coamings  of  th6  hatchways  are  not 
bored,  and  there  are  no  iron  bolts  or  bars.  There  are  four  bulkheads  below,  those  of  the  cabin,  fore- 
castle, steerage,  and  sail-room.    There  are  sii  planks  of  two,  and  two  of  three  quarter  of  an  inch. 
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four  boards  of  three  quarters  of  an  inch  and  of  one  inch,  besides  a  number  of  short  pieces  of  different 
sizes,  which  were  for  stowin<r  the  cargo,  and  for  the  carpenter's  use ;  none  of  those  planks  or  boards 
are  numbered  and  fitted  to  any  part  of  the  vessel.  There  is  about  six  feet  of  a  half  deck  luid  before 
the  steerage,  to  stow  the  provisions  upon.  There  are  no  shackles,  bolts,  oF~lmi"^cuffs.  There  are 
twenty  water  casks,  capable  of  containing  about  two  thousand  gallons ;  there  is  >|o  tank,  nor  any 
staves,  except  those  of  about  twenty  bread  barrels;  does  not  know  what  quantity  ot  ."resh  water  was 
on  board  at  the  time  of  capture.  There  are  three  or  four  mess  tins  for  tlie  u**e  of  the  crew.  There 
was  no  copper  or  iron  boiler  on  board.     There  was  a  little  rice  and  fiour  for  the  crew." 

Two  other  witnesses  were  examined ;  the  boatswain,  Sampayo,  and  the  steward,  Isidore  MarceL 
The  first  'gave  his  deposition  on  botii  Standing  and  Special  Interrogatories ;  but  the  second,  as  pre- 
viously mentioned,  deposed  only  as  to  the  Special  Interrogatories,  which  hoTe  on  the  question  c^  the 
equipment  of  the  "  General  Ricafcrt" 

The  general  character  of  Sampayo's  testimony,  although  far  from  being  explicit,  is  decidedly  cor- 
roborative of  Martinez's  statements.  But  three  points  worthy  of  observation  are  apparent ;  ^e  says 
that  six  seamen  were  engaged  at  Bahia,  two  more  than  the  Master  admitted;  he  confirms  the  loss  of 
the  missing  articles,  and  states  further,  that  he  saw  the  missing  twine  conveyed  on  board  the  man- 
of-war;  and  in  his  reply  to  the  Special  Interrogatory,  {^ives  an  additional  explanation  lor  the  extra 
planks  being  on  boai-d,  by  alleging,  that  they  were  for  "  making  boxes  for  bailast,"  as  well  as  for 
dunnage.  The  rest  of  Sampayo's  evidence  does  not  display  the  same  explanatory  tendency,  lie  is 
ignorant  of  the  person  who  gave  the  Master  possession  of  the  vessel,  of  the  owner  of  any  bill  of 
sale,  or  of  the  price  of  the  vessel.  He  knows  nothing  concerning  the  lader,  consignee,  or  owner  of 
the  cai^o,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  quantity  of  tobacco  belonging  to  himself,  **  and  some  that 
belongs  to  the  Master;"  and  he  manifests  equal  ignorance  of  the  dest  nation  of  the  cargo,,  charter- 
party,  and  insurance. 

The  Steward,  Isidore  Marcel,  gave  a  very  similar  account  of  the  fittings  of  the  detained  vessel  to 
that  of  the  Master.  Lii<e  Martinez,  he  merely  admits,  that  the  extra  boards  were  on  board  for 
stowing  the  cargo ;  but  mentions  only  two  bulkheads. 

The  Captor  s  case  was  presented  to  the  Court,  on  the  25th  July,  in  the  above  form  for  publication, 
which  was  granted. 

On  the  26th  July,  the  Master,  Carlos  Martinez,  appeared  as  a  claimant  for  the  vessel  and  cargo, 
and  his  Proctor  accordingly  brought  a  claim,  with  an  affidavit  in  its  support,  under  the  notice  of  ihe 
Court,  setting  forth  his  client's  interests,  and  title  to  claim  the  detained  ves^^el.  This  proceeding, 
however,  could  not  be  completed,  until  the  usual  period  of  two  days  had  elapsed,  in  onler  that  the 
adverse  party  might  have  time  and  opportunity  to  bring  forward  any  objection  against  its  reception. 
In  the  interim  alluded  to,  the  Proctor  for  the  seizors  presented  a  petition,  that  the  said  claim  should 
be  rejected.  The  prayer  of  this  document  was  founded  upon  an  informality  on  the  part  of  the 
Claimant's  Proctor,  in  neglecting  to  give  in  due  time  a  written  notice  to  the  other  party  oi  his  having 
laid  before  the  Court  a  cluim.  Petitions,  with  affidavits,  were  received  for  and  ajiainst  this  appiicft'' 
tion,  which  the  Court  ultimately  rejected  as  an  insufficient  ground  for  refusing  the  Claimant  th£ 
pr.vilege  of  appearing  before  it  to  defend  his  ca'^e.  This  ill-judged  opposition  to  the  claim,  led  to  the 
waste  of  several  days,  and  was  animadverted  upon  by  the  Court  when  givng  judgment  in  the  case; 
and  as  having  led  to  two  things  which  were  to  be  regretted.  The  first,  that  nether  of  the  Proctors 
concerned  had  heretofore  acted  up  to  the  rule  on  which  the  motion  in  question  had  been  founded  ; 
and  the  second,  the  filing  of  Affidavits  of  the  Proctors,  directly  contradictory  of  each  other,  upon  wliich, 
however,  it  was  not  imperative  on  the  Court  to  give  a  decision,  by  which  it  was  relieved  from  a 
most  unpleasant  duty. 

The  claim  is  couched  in  the  following  terms:  "The  claim  of  Carlos  Martinez,  the  Ma'^ter  of  the 
said  brig,  a  subject  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  for  the  said  brig,  her  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  the  g:oods,  wares,  and  merchandises  on  board  the  said  biig  at  the  time  of  the  c 'p:ure 
thereof,  by  Her  Majestj's  Brig,  "  Charybdis,"  Lieutenant  Samuel  Mercer  commanding,  and  bro«:ght 
to  Sierra  Leone ;  and  for  the  value  of  the  said  brig,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  her  cargo; 
the  vessel  as  the  sole  property  of  Cosm^  Toca,  an  inhabitant  of  Havana,  and  native  ot  Spain ;  and  the 
carg^  as  the  property  of  Jos«5  Yrinco  de  Yrigoy^n,  an  inhabitant  of  Havann,  and  native  of  Spam,  of 
Jos^  Joaquim  d'Almt-ida,  an  inhabitant  of  Bahia,  and  native  of  Portugal,  and  of  him,  the  said  C  arlos 
Martinez,  an  inhabitant  of  Havana,  and  native  of  Florida;  and  as  protected  by  the  Treaties  and 
Conventions  entered  into  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  dated  and  signed,  respectively,  at  Ma  ) rid, 
on  the  23rd  day  of  September,  1817,  and  on  the  28th  June,  1835.  And  for  all  costs,  charges,  losses, 
damages,  demnsrage,  and  expenses,  as  have  arisen,  or  shall,  or  may  arise,  by  means  of  the  capture 
and  detention  of  the  said  Brig,  and  her  cargo  as  aforesaid." 

In  support  of  the  above-mentioned  claim,  the  foUowing  Affidavit  was  sworn  to  and  filed : — 

^  Appeared  personally  the  said  Carlos  Martinez,  the  master  of  the  said  brig,  atid  maketh  oath  that 
he  is  a  subject  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  was  master  of  the  said  brig  at  the 
time  of  the  capture  thereof  by  Her  Majesty's  brig  **  Chary bdis,"  Lieutenant  Sanmel  Mercer  Com- 
manding, and  that  the  said  brig  was  so  captured  on  the  26th  day  of  June  la>t  past,  off  Accia,  in  the 
prosecution  of  her  voyage  from  Bahia  to  Lagos,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  bale  goods,  muskets,, 
tobacco,  and  rum,  and  brought  to  Sierra  Leone.  And  he  further  maketh  oath,  that  CosmtJ  Toe  •,  of 
Havana,  a  subject  of  Her  said  Catholic  Majesty,  was  at  the  lime  of  the  capture,  and  now  i*-,  the  tnie» 
lawful,  and  sole  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  said  brig  "  General  RicaforU^^  her  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture  ;  and  that  the  said  Jos<5  Yrinco  de  Yrigoyen,  of  Havana,  a  subject  of  Her  said  Catholc  Ma- 
jesty, and  Jos<$  Toaquim  de  Almeida,  of  Bahia,  a  subject  of  Portugal,  and  him,  tliis  deponont,  are  the 
true  lawful,  and  sole  owners  and  proprietors  of  the  cargo  on  board  the  same.  And  the  deponent  tviriiier 
maketh  oath,  that  he  verily  believes  the  said  brig  and  cargo  are  protected  by  the  Treaties  entere<l  into 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  dated  and  signed  respectively  at  Madrid  on  the  23rd  St'itember, 
1817,  and  on  the  28ih  June,  1835.  That  the  said  brig  left  Havana  with  a  part  of  the  carg.  on  board, 
namely,  the  dry  goods  and  muskets,  on  the  1st  day  of  March  la-t  past,  and  saile  :  direct  to  Bith^a, 
where  the  remainder  of  the  said  cargo,  namely,  the  tobacco  and  rum,  was  taken  on  board,  wi  h  wiiich 
he  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Lagos,  there  to  land  the  same,  and  to  return  in  ballast  to  Hahia  tor 
another  cargo,  which  he  was  carrying  into  effect  when  he  was  captured.  That  previously  to  his  said 
capture  the  deponent  had  landed  a  few  trade  goods  at  Elmina  for  the  purchase  of  two  can  es  which 
were  intended  lor  landing  the  said  cargo  at  Lagos,  and  fof  taking  on  board  a  sufficient  quantity  of  sand 
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bttilast,  4o  «0AUe  Ab  stjd  irtflse!  to  return  to  B»hla.  That  the  cotnmaiKkr  ^f  tbe  captnriag^  i^stet  at 
tile  tiino  of  the  d^ratkm  of  Ike  md  hrigrstBt  the  said  ca«oes  to  Aoem  with  the  people,  whom  deponent 
had  hirad  for  verkiBf  Uun^  together  with  part  of  the  crew  of  the  detained  bHg.  And  the  depoaei^ 
fiirther  stMk,  i^yl  t&B  skid  bri|^  At  the  time  of  her  captare  and  previously  thereto  was  engaged  in 
Icgitimalo  €Oimherce«  and  was  in  no  way  fitted  or  eqnippied  for  the  Slave  Trade.  That  there  are  on 
bMurd  six  ^n&s  oi  imoi  «nd  two  and  three  (piart<r  iudies,  and  four  boards  of  three  quvter  ioeh ;  the 
former  was  pbctd  oaboafd  for  atowing  the  spare  vopen  and  hawsei-s,  when  the  TcsBel  was  in  ballaat,^ 
amd  thekttcr  for  the  caifpentei's  xr«e  in  the  rrpaira  of -the  veaseU  besides  a  number  of  riiort  pieeee^ 
about  tweaty,  of  dlffifcsfent  tizes,  which  wfre  used  as  dunnage  for  stowing  the  cargo;  and  aome  plank: 
was  elao  fecpiired  for  boaing  m  the  sasd  ballast ;  that  there  is  also  a  half  deck  kiid  aft  of  loose  pknk, 
about  six  feet  in  lengthy  ow  wkiph*  the  btores  ntid  provisioas  of  the  vessel  are  stowed ;  that  there  ara 
aeiwrai  forekidca-OR  boanUwhteh  the  captors  have  found  in  the  vessel,  bnt  the  deponent  was  Ignorant 
of  their  being  on  board ;  they  were  in  the  carpenter's  charge;  neither  does  the  deponent  know  for  what 
purpose  ibey  are  intended,  they  ane  not  adapted  Ibr  sla^e  irons,  the  Prize-Offlcer  iMuving  nnce'his 
arrlrel  in  this  poH  brooght  those  pairs  of  irons  on  board,  and  endeavoured  to  make  use  of  the  said 
fonslochsv  but  found  th^  coukl  not  fit  That  in  fact  no  irons,  and  shackles  are  on  board  his  vessel, 
nor  have  ever  been  on  board  since  deponent  has  had  eommand  of  her.  And  deponent  further  maketh 
oath  ^hat>no|ierson  ot  petsemi  other  than  the.  peraons  before-mentioned  have  any  right,  titie,<or 
iatarest  ki  tlfessaid  bi%,iher  tackle,  apparels  and  ftimitiare^  geodt,  wares,  and  merchandises  on  board 
the  itamo  at  4hk  time.of  theeapture  aod  soianrc  tiiereof,  atid  Umt  he  is  dniy  aotfa^rrsed  to  make  the 
daina  hereunto  aknexed,  aud  tbat/tlie  saaM  is  a  truo  and  j«st  daim,  and  that  he  shall  be  able  to  midco 
dao  proof  and  spenificatioa  thereof.  And  the  deponent  kistly  saith,  tliat  atnce  his  arrrval  in  this  port 
which  was  en  the  idth-day  of  July  instaikt,  and  prswiously  to  his  being  examined  oa  the  standing 
inteltogalories,  he  has  only  been  permitted  to  eoaoe  oa  Ahore  once,  and  tlien  he  was  unable  through 
indisposition  to  attend,  is  any  matters  eonueoted  wich  the  cause,  since  which  period  he  has  been  con- 
fined on  board  his  vesaeU  as  the  PrixerOftker  would  not  |>ennit  him  to  come  on  shore,  although  he 
requested  him  so  to  do,  until  his  examination  as  aforesaid. 

After  the  filing  of  the  chiim  the  captor*s  case  was  reopened  by  his  Proctor  on  the  Ut  of  August  for 
the  introduction  of  addiikmal  evidence.  Tl^  BMl  of  i^ale;  the  ducument  aQaded  to  by  the  Master  on 
his  examination  in  chief,  was  filed  with  an  affidavit  of  the  Prize-Officer  relating  to  the  mode  of  its 
delivery  to  him.  Mr^  Rowlatt,  the  Prise  ^Officer,  gave  further  testimony,  on  (he  4th  iuatant,  relative  to 
the  short  pieces  of  |>laiik  found  in  the  hold  oi  the  vessel,  and  th^ir  inteinkd  use.  The  affidavit  of  this 
gentleman  states  that,  on  vempving  a  part  of  the  vesseVs  cargo,  he  was  enabled  to  collect  'thirty  short 
pieces  of  pkak*  which  he  found  stowed  among  the  same,  and  that  from  the  manner  in  which  he  fonnd' 
this  short  plaokalowed  away  among  the  small  part  of  the  cargo  he  has  been  able  Co  remove,  he  has 
reason  to  belteve,  and  does  believe,  that  if  he  were  enabled  to  clear  oat  the  cargo  from  the  entire  hold, 
a4urth«r -quantity  would  be  IoiukL  That  fVom  the  oppeamnee  of  this  short  phmk,  in  length  from  nine 
to  four  feet,,  deponent  is  convinced  it  has  not  beeh  pat  on  board  for  dunnage,  but  that  the  same  haH 
been  out  short  for  the  sole  purpose  of  being  kept  out  of  view,  as  from  the  large  quantity  of  fire^wood  on 
board,  there  existed  no  necessity  fbr  using  p!ank  as  dunnage.    I'hat  deponent  has  laid  the  said  short 

eaokoa  the  i)cams,  and  finds  that  with  the  long  plank  also  on  board,  alxnit  one^haH*  of  tlie  space  may 
i  laid,  ahouki  it  hare  been  considered  necessary  by  the  Master  of  the  said  vessel  to  lay  what  is  generally 
termed  a  slavo^eck. 

On  tho  same  day  the  ci^tor's  Proctor  obtained  permission  to  file  another  affidavit,  tending  to  prove 
that  the  fortlocks  were  not,  as  the  Clahnant  had  stated,  intended  for  lawful  purposes.  It  was  distinctly 
dedaredin  the  above  document,  by  one  of  the  sworn  Surveymrs  of  the  Court,  who  had  been  sent  to 
or^port  upon  the  brig^ equipment,  that,  on  the  production  04* the  forek)oks»  "the  Master  said  he  sup- 
jx>sed  they  were  for  his.  topsail  sheets,  upon  which  the  Prize-Officer  produced  the  topsail  sheet  shackle, 
when  the  forelocks  alluded  to  were  found  unfit  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  shackle,  and  were  clearly 
.never  intended  for  the  same,  and  that  this  de|>onent  could  find  nothing  belonging  to  the  said  vessel  fbr 
iwbioh  the  said  fbrelocks  appear  to  be  intended." 

Certain  special  interrogatories  vrere  at  the  same  time  framed  by  the  captor's  Proctor,  to  elicit  further 
evidence  from  the  three  witnesses  who  had  been  previously  examined.  The  object  contemplated  by 
these  questions  was  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  seamen's  wages,  whether  any  articles  of  agreement 
were  in  existence,  what  was  the  intended  disposal  of  the  two  hundred  rolls  of  tobacco  owned  by  the 
Master,  attd  the  nature  of  the  Charter-party;  whkdi  points,  if  proved,  would  throw  considerable  light 
upon  the  true  ebaraoter  of  the  vessel's  voyage.  It  was  shewn  by  each  of  these  three  examinations, 
that  the  Boatowain  waa  to  receive  forty-five  dollars  a  month,  the  Cook  thiKy  dollars,  and  the  seamen 
each  twenly-five  dollars ;  that  there  were  Artkles  of  Agreement  to  this  efiect  at  Havana,  which  had 
been  left  at  the  Ofiico  of  Marine,  as  the  Master  stated  was  usual.  This  was  a  declaration  at  variance 
vrith  the  Court's  experience,  as  in  the  generality  of  Spanish  cases,  the  document  in  question  has 
been  found  among  the  vessel's  papers.  Notwithstanding  the  above  heavy  monthly  expenditure  for 
wages  alone,  the  Owner  had  hired  her  fbr  eight  hundred  dollars  a  month.  This  question,  however, 
has  been  fully  treated  of  in  our  decision,  which  is  hereafter  detailed,  and  need  not  therefore  be  further 
remarked  upon  hers.  As  to  the  private  venture  of  Martinez,  he  declared  it  was  his  intention  to  In^ve 
disposed  of  it  for  gold  dust  and  money. 

The  unusual  circumstance  of  there  l>eing  three  medicine  chests  oa  board  the  '*  General  Ricafort^* 
was  brought  under  our  notice  on  the  9th.  August,  when  an  Affidavit  vras  filed  of  the  Colonial  Surgeon, 
Mr.  Aitkin,  to  whose  inspection  their  contents  had  been  submitted.  In  ttiut  gentleman's  professional 
opinion  it  was  declared,  that  the  chests  contained  a  very  large  assortment  of  medicines,  fuily  sufficient 
for  the  use  of  several  hundred  persons,  for  a  period  of  from  two  to  three  months;  that  a  great  propor- 
tion oftheiBaid  medioines,  this  deponent  considered,  was  put  up  for  the  cure  of  those  disorders  to 
which  the  natives  of  Africa  on  shipboard  are  found  peculiarly  liable.  This  proceeding  terminated  the 
Captor's  case,  and  publication  thereof  was  published  on  the  same  day. 

In  answer  to  the  above  allegations  the  Claimant's  Proctor  filed  a  joint  Affidavit  of  the  Master  and 
Boatswain  on  the  10th  Atigust.  Both  alleged  ignorance  of  the  contents  of  the  large  medicine  chests, 
which  were  stated  to  have  been  shipped  at  Bahia,  the  first  as  the  property  of  one  Domingo,  a  free 
negro  passenger,  and  the  other  as  Oargo  for  the  consignee  at  Lagos.  The  third  chest  waa  Uvt  the  use 
of  the  brig's  company,  and  was  kept  in  .the  cabin.  They  also  swore  **  that  the  small  pieces  of 
plank  found  on  board  by  the  Captor  were  used  for  the  purpose  of  dunnage ;  that  there  were  about 
three  thousand  packages  of  roll  tobacco  on  board,  and  that  great  care  is  required  in  stowiog  the  sane 
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tkwMiail^  Ud  beeo  reww^ed^by  ihb  Cftploiyaiidin  restfmjnfi^  ik^'tiiJ^bmiM  «0  dvMisf^  bftd j>to« 
iioed*;  'Thtttibcre  am onl^^Mir  tolidbeamt  in  the^^oel  bttvvitetNk*^} abi^  thtft  tiitt'etefr^'witli^iifi 
addilionBl  beaoM  beinf  l«d  dnt.  It  is  imfiDMiblB  tp  ffonn  aaydeek  witfai  ih»  pjiiiik  whiehited  htmrma^ 
fiNrthcfdviiiifisttaf  «kei(»VfOi4oi»ejfif  icbtio^  in  kMfrtlh;  Tbt^VMiitanweMrnkg-saaea^ 

two*thtrdyi  ef  the  OMgo  oa  board*  it  was  found  that  ibat  tbtj  weit  .iriiovl  of  :d4aMgay:ii^d  it  (nani! 
daaaai^y  wns  laqiBtfed  froas-^e  «toi|^ea  at  Bahia,  iHio  immodiatetj-aBnft  off.»  boiat'ldady  aadiipiMV. 
thax^f^o  beii«r  compkted»  than  wat  a  quantity  af  it  left.?'  At  the  ido8» of  tha  AiBiin  tj.  ibm  Baatsmafi: 
dielatta*  that  tha  Pfiae-OftcMr  attempted  to  form  a  deck  on  boadk  w^ihji  pladh,  bot-oopU  aataao** 
oM  in ao dflini^,  ^  aa th«faii«re'na<Wnia  enough ia  the  hold  to* ftufp^  *  nii 

Tha  ClaiOMOtdo^  hia  oaie  on  thelSth  Ai^st,  and  ari^  it  termiaaled  tlw  pvotaadnga  oar  bath^ 


Pfemos  to  paocaeding  to  adjudication,  the  Coart  tbooghl  ih  eape^Bcait  to  -oaate  n  .^8i|r^y>of  the* 
detained Teesal  to  be hel^  m  order  to  airive  al  eertain  anterial  potntain  >tbdeaee«'wfaicb M.-wns  ooa*«^ 
aUecad  ndgfat  htvotbecn  bfottght'fbrwavdinihe  tourge  of  the*itt«e^ti9iition9iabd'ifhiehp(Hi^  'that 
ttportof  that>8urvey»t]bd^athed2mliiMn0v  weMtaeliieidbte.  :  *  -  -  i  «  •  '  <  w(  .  w,  .vii  ^  ,n 
•  The;  sawa  ^eaUeman  ty^to  made  the  fitst  aorveir,  oObdaoted^lftiiiB  <aafmnaian>  «f  IhenTeiadH  ^ild> 
riiported  that  *^  Thera  it  a.  bnUdiead  ibrwani  flaed,  oh  wUch  beAt^  are  aritilod  leM  widki  tkdoiaetf ' 
dedc  beamsy  and  appear  ^  to  Ttfceire  a  deck.  The  gaeattr  parti  of  tbe^|klanka>  an  boaid  ana-of  d-  , 
daaeiiption eimikif  to  those composinf  tile  amall kxme  deck  befale4he'aabh^ and ooaUba .adapted^ 
a  eon^naatkHfc  of  tha  said  tooas  dcck«  The  qfuHntity  of  piank  mi-  saw<  on  toavd'  wooldimaoh  etboirt  Italf » 
tfM»  ]eng&  of  the  teasel, and  would  flerv«  as  a  slave  deck  sate  as  at.  Wiint,^  ahd:tbe  quiaitity  wt  ^6** 
pdaed  it  ato^od  in  thebwer  hokl  wonld  answer  the  pnrpoee  of  oempletinf  tar  slave  deck  fore  andafl.'^''  i 

Theilnat  ^re«ed  opifiion  of  the  surfsyors,  ^  to  there  heini:  a  suttcisBi  ^pibntiCy  of  plank intbfli 
lower  hold  to  eomplete  an  entire  abve  ded[*  being  fbanded<!«a^«np]toaitton  aleiie»-  wab  eii^ined  byt 
them  in  the  following  remark : —  .        .     t  /.  ..    .      .- ^f^tJ^    .>.i<».i 

I  ^  We  heg  to  afaberte,  that ive  fbnnd  it^  imposffiUe  ^aaeertain  aoeuratsly4hh  whciIte'(^htityioft|Mk 
OB  boardv^'incon^quetiee  df  Abe'  eaptors  nat  haTmg  eim^oyed  surffioi^nt  nieamfbr  shHUng^  ittetarg^) 

aaaataaaahleds  la.  e^mme  the  lower  hold.'^ !  '  ■•        ,./..>.-  h  j. -•  n'r.iu.. -"i 

. )  The  continuatk^n  4f  the  ausvey  then'  foOows  >-*^^  The  beams :  %i  the  lowe#  l  hoM  are^ j  sAifitiient  ii^ 
atnengib»  bat  not  in  number,  lo  lay  a  dedk  an ;  <there  are  ao  olealsybat  ktdhA  ie^ting ^re^viriikA^'t^i 
cai.a  lerel  aBith^the  beams^-  Which  wouU  anawer  the  purpose  of  r^ceiviBa^temponay^beanivaoe  imtiines^' 
t*  lay  .a  deekon.  The  aaii^roomis  disthitetand  sep^rdte  from  thecabia^leveeastle^iiad  teimge/faiidj 
app^aas  tOfhanreibeen  bniltfoi^  a>shilHtooni^  The  beda  fof  the  water foasksr* are  mot'^Ktam^  and' w«) 
Cannot  asoer tain  if  they  were  iked  previously,  6t  made  for.thb  present 'vc^gr  J  •  The  -mcdidne  obaati 
in  the,  oaUnis  ofa  description  adapted  fovthe  nse  of  the;  offieeif»  and!  «oeit  of  a  asevchantiiveesei^  icnje'i 
of.  the  two.medieiDe  cbests  in  the  held  k»  mariced  B;  aeithertof  the  aakl  <chestsapp^H%  elthen£rohi ) 
ihdr. packing^  to  extamfil  appearanee^  te> bear  reasonable  «videiice  that.tfa^y  wei«icaege,<>or  formeidt 
part^f  a  paaftnger'S'luiggRgac  .  It  is  not  usual  foi«  a  vesad|,liiDei the  f*  General  Bttifitrk^f  to^tr^pitff^l 
plaidc  for  dunhagefor  19II  tobacco;  and  te  planks  a|ein  k  largta^^aamityytatidiiaagiealenithiefebeBt! 
than  woukl  be  reqaiaite  &x  each  purpose  ;  >  andi&U  or  part 'of  tha  iai^iqiaBntity>otf  fiiakkMlhoaiid  ira4lili 
have  answered  equally  well  without  the  said  plank.  The  forelocks  on  board  are  of  >the"de90ilptloi|J 
usaally.  employed  in  seehdngislavesh&ckles^  andt  areffit  and  adapMd  fbr<puch'piivpoae;u^-Wb  hMre 
fitted  three  of  the  forel9cks  tOelaTashackkt  bdlts^  fwhieh  JwexetilrntD  itheComi/ fdr^iai^etlOitt^f 
ft^ieaeboltaw^e.  those  out  of  six  slave  Bhaofelei>oltatak«n  froma  heapiin'thefstarea'ofi^ha  Oaurt]^' 
*'  TberetappeaiSiBoliiing  remarkable  or  naasual  in  the:appeatanoetof,the«lflaiiied  brig^4BiTegardS'<|EdN 
merehaat  veaeely  bi;t  ti^  brgr  m^eine  chest  In*  the  hiokl,  not  masked^  ifhiohis  tsumtarytof'tbasav 
generally  foand  on.  board  alave^easels/' ->' .-  >,     •••  ■<   !..  •«  r.'.^       >  •'.  .:;i;  -a  '.- n  .* '.:ii  o***!^* 

In  thad^tece  af  4he>C|laimant«'itwas  gtveh;Maa!«sea^foeilia«dng'9ermuoh  eidraplixthto^i^iboard'^ 
as  had  been  discovered,  that  it  was  essentially  nece^sAr^  for  tth^  Stowage lofi  jfOtt^Tcflwecovti^oh^ 
foniled  aivery  laiiga  paft  of  th^  oatgo.  It,haweveiv  aooideBtally  eame  ta  ^^ox^l^dgetaf  thiei€dti/rt 
that  thia  atatement  was  at  direct  vaviance  withtjLmth;  and*  withtifae  daetrahaf  hairing' isvMictlc8'a|]l^'* 
thean^eety  the  Oouit  dii acted: some  special  iiltenrogatorie^^toheipsit  tothe  JNriaeHO(Bcev,Mr.  Ro)irhitl(^J 
00  the  28rd  uldmo^  This  examination  proved  tiiat^  whan^the said  brig -vNis  detaiaiidv  the>M>ll/FobaeOei^ 
1^  itm  finindistoored  ^thoufi  dmiQBge  of,  any  kind,  4a  iar  ^s^  thej  wtteess  had^  dn  apportunftyraf  ohwemi'^- 
iog«  There  was  same  loose  plank,  about  ftft^n  piee^s,  usedaa  a  sort  of  division  helRM^a  thelTohdl^eo  ' 
andtfaareatJdf  theoargOy  biit  aotuniiec  th^Tobaoce^or  be^viiefttititndiheddeaarthe^'feasA  'TMat^' 
pusvioilaiy  to  the  ^'^  General  iRicaJbrt'*  bein^f  bflbi^ht  intof  Court,  ^mtdk^ration  was^nta^'^ii?  tbo' 
stOHfa9aoftheaBidTabacoo».a»i«ghrdsits>daanage;V  aad4Mit)dn4hfitigenMetnan1l^bphiioav  ^tlimr^i 
tmg$  ia  aot  leqnired  in  a  ocUed  vessel  like  the  ^^Omeral  i^afiyrtP  <for*  the-  elbwage^  of  <blF 
Tdbaeoo."'  ■  -  '..■•..,../         ,,,,..  .-,,.  .,;;  -^  •  .  .,  ■•      .^  >^M 

In.aceordaaoe  with  a  foint  petition  for  a  day  of  trials  thfr  dhtb  August  was  appaiMed  b^'<he  Ooatt 
fortheat^adication  of  the  detained  vesseU     •  •  /.    .  .  •     i<  ,     .  r   >.'  -    1 

At  the  sitting  of  thaCoart,  after  the  evidence  token  on  botbahies.  had  heeii  read^  4he  PMCtors  ftr> 
Captor  and  Claimant  were  heard  at  a  considerable  length  oh  behalf  of -thair  reqsectlve  elientsC     it  will  * 
not  be  neoassary  to  recapilulata  the  arguments  used  by  thaae  gentlemen,  many  of  whkh  wvrafcKmdlfd 
npon-.tho  cmstniotion  U  was  wished  the  Court  wooki  pat^upon  certain  acta  and  fiiota  whtch^  had^- 
appealed  inthe  evidence,    Hie  Proctor  for  the  Ckimant,  however,  advanoed  one  posilioB^  wfaidt  tM^ 
Gaurt  felt  eaUed  upon  to  notice^  aa  it  oonleined  a^  reading  of  the  Treaty  )iOt  admitted  by  us;    Thiid'' 
gentleman  niged,  that  it  wa»  no  part  of  the  province  of  tl^  Court  to  jadga  of  a/Ciainant'sintentidasj ' 
and  thai  the  evidence  received,  oaght  npt  to  be  aNowed  to  extend  toiany  other  charges  than  these  ^eoftw 
tainedin  theDeclamtton  ^  the  Captor,  and  4he  Prlte^MBoer's  Affidavit  vespeotilig  the  ciKmmStaiMS'^ 
attending  the  seizure.     His  argumenta  in  support  of  thesevietva  he  foutided  onthe^id  Article  {^> 
Annex.  A^ofthe  Treaty  of  aeth  June,  1885.  -   .      :     l 

lUa  q^nion  was  at  variance  with  that  held  by  ns,  and  with  the  former  pra^ioe  ^f  the  Court.'    f^i 
would  be,.aawas  v^ry  justly  observed  by  the  Seiooi^s  Froeto^,  a  ^eriapa^aidship  npon  the  oammandeMi'' 
oC  oraiaecat  employed  in  checking  the.  Slave  Trade^  if  th^  w^re  ad^fijarmitted  t6  take'adk^nti^  tff^ 
anch  Hew  faotaras  aaight  appear  after  asisure  agamst  their  pHzes^  and  In  partlcubr  f  s  regards' !eq«li{)-  ' 
menteasea,  when  it  Aremembered  the  almost  hisuperahle  difficulties  wblich^presenl  themsdvaa  Wan 
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ettdeni  exMititiiia»'  oS  a  sn^iiotad  vsamI^  fbu|id  al-aen  f|Mltl^  Adli^^«fB»  » ItHcge  oai^oron  hoturdi 
Slich  ftOQOflUnatiea  of  tlie  IVeMy  ««tliai  propoeed  B%wmA  likely  onty  td  beatAt  those  who  are  in*- 
terested  ii»e«adiiig'ite^rowioii8';  whtlpt  h  would  mateijaily  iher^ase  the  reepomibility^  and  liabtMi^ 
of  tile  seizors^  We  AmfiiM  dAeUtied  admiaiiig'this-iiew'readt&gf  of  tb&Tiieefty«  declaring  il  tabeour' 
iDleotioii  to  aet  up  to*  tbe^fomier  practiise  of  the  Court; 

B*^re,going  inle  the- question  of  thoilleffal  equipment;  of  tfte  detebwdlweel)  we'adVeKe#'to-tllat' 
clhNP^ IB' th» Captitsr^s DeelaraAibn  which TMBtee  ta a suppoeed* ialbmidily-ini^e  aUp'spapers';  Vhi  9^^ 
of  wifaichi«pre«eii4eber&sbeilig8d8't(fM^Noi  t(a»^l%<M|i%a^  ftireepeetio* 

No*  1,  the  Ro^al  Ptosporii  the  dfeerepaney  wa»  got  o«ep  by  a»eiidonenMnt'0»tfeii>haek*ol^il{  wttdl* 
explhiBed  that  the-  brig  had  been  altered^  byiphieb  an  iiiereaee  in  bar  capaeify  hadt  takefl'plaeei  aiakittg* 
her  of  the  burlHeirof  120  tone^  aftd  by» which  tkia  dbeaaienit  w»  aaadte^  t^  agiee  wM  tHe  Maramr 
Mtt8ter*n)H;  No;  2.  The  meeeawinentr  i»  these  papers  we  took  fbr  gianted'  eoBiained  tite  Spaansh 
tonnage  of  the  brig.  No  5  containe  the  tonnage  of  this  vessel  as  aseeitaioed  by  the  Authorities-atr 
Bahia,  in  order  to  le¥y  one  of  their  taiMs^  and  of  eoucea-  states  tha  Portuguese  nuasnseuiaBt  of  the 
vessel,  which  is  well  known  to  gi¥a  a  muoh  larger  tonnaga  than  the  Spairish  moda.  The  caose  of 
defence  observed  by  the  captors  in  the- papers  referred  to  appeatad  thaiafore  to  be  easily  aeoonnted' 
for,  and  not  to  involve  any  question  of  fVattd«dent*inteBtion» 

The  captor's  all^M^Ma  that  the  detained  brig  had  her  fbeemoet  beam  Med  'kKhwn  aditttomd  bulk- 
head, did  not  appear  to  be  well  fbunded^  as  the  three  Surveyors  of>  the  Court,  afler  tw»  separate 
surveys  of  tha  vessel,  could  not  concur>in  the  captot's  opinion  on  this  subfeot  It  is  not  very  probable 
that  the  captor  was  on  this  point  correct,  as  the  number  of  buMieads  standing' in  the  brig  were  equid 
to  what  is  usually  met  with  on  board  of  veesel^  not  merely  charged' with,  but  actuary  canying- slaves. 

What  then-  mfnaiaed  fOp  the  Gourtr  to  decide  upon  was,  whether  this  vessel^  had  been  fitted  to  needve 
a  slave  deck,  which^  either  wholly  or  in  part^  was  <m  boa^d  for  ueeas  such,  the  captor- having  declvnad' 
that  he  hod  favmd  a  part  of  such  a  deck  laid  at  the  lime  of  sdfcure,  tlie  saoM  being  marked  and  nuii- 
bered  in>  the  manner  usual  in  vessels  fitted  for  the  Slave  Tiade* 

The  direct  proof  which  we  had  before  us  in  support  of  thiff  charge  we  ibuod  in  the  Sinrveypr'ts- 
Report,  which  states  that  Uiey  '"fbuad  aloosedeek  laid  ifr front  oi  the  steerage^  the  planks  of' which 
aia  numbered  and  fitted  oiv  to4hebean>  in  sueh  a  manner  as  te  leave  a  sufficient  space  on  the  other- 
side  of  the  beam  to  receive  planks  for  a  continuation  of  a  deck  fbrward^"  **That  there  is- a  fixed 
bolkhead  forward,  on  which  battens  are  nailed  level  with  tha  lower  deek  beams,  and  which  appear  fit 
to  receive  ar  deek*'*  "  That  a  greater  part  of  the  planks  on-board  are  of  a  description  simtlar  to  those 
oamposing^he  small  loose  deck  belbrathe  cabin,  and  could  be  adapted  for-acontinuation  of  ^  said  loose 
deokw'^  That  '^ the  beams  in  the hokl  aresufficient  in  strength,  bui  not  in  number*  to  lay  a  deck  on  ;'^ 
tla&re  are,  however,  the  Surveyora  add»  ^'  i^r-holes  cut  in  the  ceiling  on  a  level  with  the  beams,  wiuch 
weirid  answer  the  purpose  of  reoeiving  temporary  beams  or  carlhm  telay  a  dtek  on;*'  and  in  con-' 
elusion  they  observe  on  this  point,  that  *Hhe  quantity  of  plank  they  saw  on  boaed  would  reach  about  half 
the  length  of  the  vessel,  and  would  serve  as  a  slave  deck  as  far  as  it  wenL"  Judging*  ftom  the  quan* 
tity  of  plank  vi^ich  had  been  fbund  by  removing  tha  cargo  of  the  upper  hold>  they'  gi^  air  opinion 
that  vfh9i  might  be  expected  to  be  found  in  ^e  lower  hold  would  ^  answer  the  purpose  Wcompjiettktg 
a  slave  deck  ^re  and-  afl.'' 

This  evidence  very  clearly  established,  to  a  certain  eatent^  the  charge  te  which  itreferred',  and  we 
then  looked  to  the  explanation  given  by  the  ckiraant  and'  his  witnesses  of  the  grounds  of  the  vessd* 
being  so  fitted.  The  Master  in  his  affidavit  in  support  of  his  claim  confitaied  his  statement  at  his 
exammatton  in  chief,  that  there  was  a  loose  deck  sa  feet  long,  laid  befbre  ^e  steerage,  on  which  he 
placed  the  brig's  proyisions,  and  that,  in  addition  to  the  necessary  dunnagefbr  the  cargo,  he  had  oi^y ' 
ten  planks,  varying  in  thickness  fronv  three-fonrths  to  two*  and  three-quarter  inches,  which  were 
intended  for  the- carpenter's  use.  Between-  the  time^*  of  his  firrt  eaaminaiion  and  that  of  his  lodgings 
the  claim,  the  Prize-Officer  had  turned  over  a  part  of  the  cargo,  and  found  UuHy^  pieces  of  {Sank 
varying  in  length,  and  we  had  therefbre^  in  die  affidavit  with  theclaim^  the*  additional  explanation 
that  ^  some  of  the  planks  were  fbr  boxing  in  the  bidlast  with  which  she  was  to  return  te  Cuba."' 

The  Boatswain  and  Steward  at  their  examinations  gave  evidence  as  to  the  plank  similar  to  that  of 
Master  at  his  fh^  examination,  in  a  subsequeni  joint  affidavit  of  the  Master  and  Boatswain,  it  was, 
however^  stated  that  planks  of  the  kind  found  were  required  as  dunnage  for  the  Tobaccos  of 'which 
there  were  three  thoissand  rolls  on  board,  in  order  to  stow  it  away  with  sufficient  care,  and  keep  it 
from  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  vessel.  They  added  that  some  of  the  planks  were  overplus-  dunnage, 
being  part  of  that  obtained  at  Bahia. 

The  main  point  of  this  defence  of  the  claimant  is,  that  he  had  the  suepected  unnttmbered  planks* 
'on  board  as  dunnage  for  his  cargo,  and  in  particular  for  the  large  quantity  of  Tbbacco.  A  statement 
which  has  been  in  the  most  pointed  manner  refuted  by  the  Prize-Offices'  testimony,  which  esta- 
blished that,  at  the  time  of  seizure  (when  the  vessel's  cargo  was  of  course  stowed  in  that  way  which 
the  Master  approved),  no  dunnage  whatever  was  in  use  to  keep  the  Tobacco  off  the  sides  of  the  vessel, 
and  that  such  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  requisite,  the  detained  brig  being  lihed'  throughout. 

Confirmatory  of  this  opinion  of  the  Prize-Officer  is  that  of  three  Surveyors,  whe  have  jointly 
declared  that  ^  it  is  not  usual  for  a  vessel  like  the  *  General  Ricafort*  to  em^rfoy  plank  fbr  dunnage 
for  roll  Tobacco,"  adding  that  ^^  the  fuel  on  board  would  have  answered  eqiudly  as  well  without  tha 
said  plank"  for  this  object. 

This  evidence  of  itself  is  sufficient  to  prove  the  want  of  correctness  in  the  causes  fsss^^ned  by^the 
Master  in  explanation  of  his  questionable  outfit,  and  render  his  defence  useless.  It  is,  however,  but 
just  that  other  circumstances  connected  with  the  voyage,  in  which  the  brig  has  been  detahted,  ahonhl 
be  looked  into  befbre  deciding  finally  upon  the  case. 

The  fitst  and  most  important  point  to  examine  is,  the  alleged- nature  of  the  voyage,  which  we  mre 
informed  by  the  Master,  was  to  deliver  at  Lagos  a  cargo  of  merchandise  shipped  at  Havana,  the  brig^ 
touching  at  Bahia  on  her  way  out,  where  she  received  additional  goods;  and  that  she  was  to  retunt 
from  Lagos  to  Havana  in  ballast :  and  for  this  service  the  freighter  of  the  vessel  was  to  pay  eight 
hundred  dolkrs  per  monUi. 

As  it  had  appeared  ia  evidence  that  part  of  the  crew  of  the  *^  Oenera^  Rict^hre^had  been  hired  at 
those  'rates  whidi  we  were  aware  are  usually  paid  to  the  crews  of  ^vc'^vesseb,  the  freight  sakl' 
to  have  been  agreed  upon,  seemed  to  us  quite  unequri  to  a  reasonable  remuneration  for  the  owner- of 
the  said  vess^    in  order  to  arrive  at  a  correct  opinion  upon  this  point,  we  made  reforeooe  to,  the 
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This  calcutekm  lea^^es  Iwt  ihirty^rae  dollars  jipOiODih  oondiig  to  the  o«i«er  as  a  profit-  oil  the 
Vftt^ial  iavested  hi  Uie  hng^  .and  to  meefihe  nnmevous^und  heavy  expenses,  which  must  oontinnaUy  4urise 
fcri^gb.  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  vessel,  her  rigging,  sails,  ^c^  for  port  duirges,  insurances,  and  other 
4iillay«  Bat,  as  if  it  was  intended  that  the  owner  of  the  biig  should  have  no  renmnaration  for  his 
vessdfln  the  voyage  in  tHiich  she  had  been  seieied,  we  Iband  thai  two  eanoes  had  been  bought  at  St. 
'6eorge'sd*£lmina,  and  nineteen  Ooinea-men  hired  to  navigate  them,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  land- 
ing the  ontwardcaigoat  Lagos,  and  shipping  the  sand  ballast  with  which  she  was  to  return  to  Havana. 
TChe  pay  of  these  nineteen  men,  on  the  lowest  estimate,  must  have  hi  exceeded  the  above-mentioned 
'snm  of  thirty^three  dollars ;  and  thus  the  mere  navigation  of  the  said  brig,  and  delivery  of  her  cargo, 
woold  cause  the  owner  greater  e]|pense  than  the  freight  he  was  to  receive ;  a  circumstance  of  which  he 
nmst  have  been  aware  when  he  despaired  his  vessel  from  Havana.  The  statement  of  the  master 
as  to  the  e^ht  hundred  dollars  per  month  freight  is  somewhat  borne  out  by  the  letter  of  instructions 
Ireoi  the  owner  to  him,  in  Which  it  is  eiqpressed  that  the  brig  has  been  iiired  at  the  rate  in' question, 
ibr  *^  a  year  or  more,  if  neoesssry.''  The  time  staled  by  the  ofwner,  fop  which  he  had  let  his  vessel,  . 
at  onee  leads  to  a  conviction  of  the  incorrectness  of  the  accoont  of  the  Master,  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
^nmge,  for  the  pekfocmanee  of  which  six  or  seven  months  would  have  amply  sufficed. 

In  the  Al  letter  of  instructions  it  appeared,  that  the  brig  had  been  insured  for  eight  thousand 
^Uars-  i2jKoi,\  the  value  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  owner  put  upon  his  Tessel,  and  upon  which 
the  said  freight  would  have  given  a  return  of  twenty  per  cent,  per  month,  which,  in  a  voyi^e  of 
lawiU  commerce,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  affi>rd  the  owner  a  handsome  retnm  for  his  capital ; 
l>nt  which  must  prove  a  loss,  as  we  have  just  shown,  in  a  voyage  wherein  slave-trade  wages  are  to  be 
^wid  to  the  crew  of  a  vessel. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  in  r^^d  to  the  employment  of  the  two  canoes  purchased  at  Elmina,  that 
snch  a  practice  is,  as  we  have  been  informed,  usual  only  with  slave-vessels  bound  to  the  open  parts  of 
the  coast  in  the  Bight  of  Benin.  The  hiring  of  Guinea*men  to  numage  these  canoes  appears  to  be 
A  new  practice,  and  one  which  it  would  seem  could  on]y  be  requisite  where  great  despatch  was  the 
oi^cty  as  is  the  case  at  Lagos  and  Whydah  in  respect  to  the -embarkation  of  slaves. 

There  is  one  dreumstance,  however,  connected  with  the  fittings  of  this  vessel,  to  which  we  have 
as  yet  made  notallusion,  though  of  a  most  suspicious  character,  and  which  tended  materially  to  piae- 
Jojnee  the  Claimant's  case  in  the  view  of  the  Court ;  that  of  haviag  a  bag  containing  seventy-two 
pairs  of  forelocks  lor  fastening  slave  shackle-bolts.  'The  Master's  explanation  respectii^  these  vei^y 
'questionable  things  was,  first,  that  they  were,  he  supposed,  for  the  shackles  of  the  topsail  sheets ; 
and,  secondly,  that  he-did  not  know  they  were  on  board,  as  they  were  in  the  carpenter*s  charge.  On 
examination,  however,  it  was  found  that  these  forelocks  were  not  adapted  for  the  purpose  the  Master 
bad  stated  they  were  for ;  whilst  the  Surveyors  of  the  Court  had  given  their  unbiassed  testimony  that 
fltey  were  "it  and  adapted  for  securing  slave  shackle-bolts,  three  of  which  kind  of  bolts,  out  of  six 
indiscriminately  taken  from  a  heap  lying  in  the  stoves  of  the  Court,  had  been  readily  fitted  by  them, 
mod  m  that  state  returned  into  Court  with  their  Report.  On  such  evidence  we  could  not  entertain 
«donbt  as  to  what  these  forelodcs -were  intended  for ;  or  refuse  to  consider  them  as  an  article  not 
pennittad  to  be  cafried  by  an  English  or  Spanish  vessel,  according  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  Equip- 
ment Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  28th  June,  1835. 

As  to  the  very  large  medicine-chests  found  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel  af^er  capture,  it  was  not 
possible  to  have  any  other  opinion  than  that  they  were  destined  for  the  use  of  slaves,  when  the 
celooial  Surgeon's  testimony  was  placed  in  juxtaposition  to  the  Master's  explanation  on  the  subject. 
The  Surgeon  deposed  that  ^e  major  part  of  their  contents  consisted  of  those  things  adapted  for  the 
treatment  of  diseases  to  ivhich  negroes  in  a  state  of  confinement  on  shipboard  are  peculiarly  liable ; 
and  that  the  quantities  were  equal  to  the  service  of  several  hundred  negroes  for  two  car  three  months. 
The  Master's  excuse  was,  that  one  of  the  chests  was  cargo  to  be  delivered  at  Lagos,  and  that  the 
other  belonged  to  the  free  negro  passenger,  Domingos,  who  had  been  embarked  at  Bahia,  for  con- 
veyance to  Lagos.  If  the  latter  part  of  the  statement  had  been  correct,  it  is  not  probable  that 
Domingos  would  have  gone  away  vnth  the  brig's  crew  to  Accra,  without  even  an  attempt  to  carry 
vrHh  him  this  extraordinary  portion  of  his  luggage.  And  as  in  none  of  the  papers  of  the  vessel, 
official  or  private,  any  mention  was  made  of  a  medioine^best  being  hi  the  cargo,  we  could  not  believe  f^ 
that  it  had  been  so  shipped.  With  the  desire  of  having  this  point  made  as  clear  as  possible,  we 
directed  the  Surveyors  to  repoH  upon  4t  for  our  inforraatiOB.  Their  opinion  was  that  the  medidne- 
diestin  tkeoahin  was -quite  equal  to  the  wants  of  the  brig's  crew,  and  that  neither  of  the  said  la^ge 
chnta  seemed,  either  fipom  their  packing  or  entomal  iqi^pearanee,  to  bear  reflsonable*ewdjePee  that  they 
~  >  orienned  paiiof «  paaoenger'a  Aaggage. 
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These  medidne^^hesU'  nooBi  then  hnw  .be^ii^  on  hoecAffivr some-othf r-piwpofe  •than  .tii^M  «Ue^sd» 
and  as  a  faise  aroount  of  them  had  been  given  by  ibe  clahnant^  we  wereot'opknon  that  tbej^  weie  thwe 
for  the  porpose  for  wbiqh  tb«y  were  best  adapted,  iMunelyy  fox  the  treatment  ^  a  eargQ  of  negroes.    * 

On  the  deck  of  the  brig  there  are  fixed  beds  for  ten  water-casks,  an  arrangement  wbMi.wecoald  not 
but  consider. as  indicative  of  the  jmtention  tp  carry  a  very  laxge  return  eargo^or  else  a  pargo  of  negroes ; 
89  it  is  not  osual  for  vessels  to  run  theriskpf  carryipg  the  du^Tpart  of  their  water  on  ^  deck.  The 
Master  having  declared  tha^  the  brig  was  to  return  to  Havana  in  ballast,  the  ainraqgement  in  question 
ifias  tliere^e  unnecessary.;  but  as  the  I^tster  had  himself  .fed  us  to  the  belief  thai  this  assertion  was 
untrue,  by.  declaring  ajt  h^  examination  in  chief  that  ha  corres|)ODded  with  the  agent  at  Bahia,  tbe 
before^mentioned  Manoel  Cardozo  dos  Santosy^aato  the  vessel!s  trade,  thovigh  he  had  stated  the  voyage 
to  be  simply  from  Havana  via  Bahia  to  liSgos,  and  back  tQ^Cuba  in  ballasts  we  concluded  the  accom- 
modation to  which  we  have  referioed  was  provid^.to  give  more  room  below  for  the  return  cargo* 
And  in  this  opimion  we  if  ere  strengthened  by.  the  letter  of  instructions  of  the  said  consignee  at  Bahia 
to  the  said  Master,  whom  he  directs  to  inquire  of  the  consignee  at  Lagos,  whether  he  diall  return  to 
Brazils  or  Havana ;  a  choice  of  ports  which  cou^  not  b^  needed  for  a  vessel  carrying:  only  ballast. 

As  to  the  ownership  of  the  detained  vessel's  cargo,  the  Master's  statementa  were  anything  but  clear 
and  straightforward,  he  having  entirely  omitted  the  name  of  the  firm  of  Robertson  and  Company,  of 
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vessel ;  and  having  sworn  himself  to  be  the  owner  of  two  hundred  rolls  of  tobacco,  though  his  name 
nowhere  appears  in  the  papers  of  the  vessel,  exeept  in  a  bill  of  lading,  where  he  is  joint  consignee  of 
three  hundred  roDs  of  tobacoq,  shipped  by  Jqz($  Joaquim  de  Almeida^  of  Bahia,  as  mentioned*  in  the 
early  part  of  the  Report,  and  claimed  by  the  Master  as  Almeida's  property. 

Ou  reviewing  carefully  the  whole  of  the  evidence  to  which  we  have  herein  alluded,  and  the  inferenca}- 
to  be  drawn  therefrom,  our  conclusion,  was  that  the  brig  **  General  Ricafart"  had  been  Seized  in  ah 
unlawful  voyage  to  this  coast,  and,  Ibokhig  at  the  fhcts  of  there  having  been  finind  on  board  of  her 
forelocks  for  slave  shackles,  two  large  Giunea  banoes,  such  as  are  used  only  in  slaving  voyages,  twp' 
large  medicine-cht^JH,  of  the  kind  met  with  on  board  of  no  other  vessels  than  slavers,  and  materials,  fox 
the  formation  of  a  loose  lower  or  slave-deck,  in  conjunction  to  her  having  been  bound  to  one  of  thfe 
most  notorious  slave  marts  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  consigned  at  that  port  to  an  individual  known 
and  denounced  as  the  agent  and  shipper  of  sla;ve8  in  a  late  case;  and  also  that  every  person  engage, 
or  interested  in  the  voyage,  except  the  owner  of  the  brig,  had  been  openly  connected  with  proved 
slaving  adventures ;  as  well  as  the  real  nature  of  the  voyage  having  been  differently  stated  by  tho 
Master  and  Claimant  to  the  description  of  it  contained  in  the  two  Tetters  of  instructions  from  the 
Owner  to  the  suid  Master,  and  from  the  consignee  at  Bahna;  that  the  voyage  was  one  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  off  a  cargo  of  slaves  from  Lagos.  The  captor's  impressbn,  therefore,  that  the  small  portion 
of  loose  deck  which  he  found  laid  in  the  brig's  main  hokl,  which  is  marked,  nuoibered,  and  fHied  as  is 
usual  in  laying  such  decks  on  board  of  slave-vessels,  was  a  part  of  a  deck  of  a  description  prohibited  by 
the  third  section  of  the  Equipment  Article  of  the  late  Treaty  between  the  Governments  pf  Spain  and 
Great  Britahi,  we  held  to  be  correct.  ^ 

The  Claimant's  defence,  being  throughout  plainly  wanting  in  good  faith  and  truth,  deprived  the 
Court  of  the  power  of  considering  his  case,  as  was  solicited  by  bia  Proctor,  as  one  which  came 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Eleventh  Article  of  the  Treaty;  that  [provision  applying  only,  in  our 
opinion,  to  well-established  instances  of  strictly  innocent  infractions  of  the  Treaty. 

A  sentence  was  in  consequence  passed  by  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court  of  confiscation  of 
the  hull,  stores,  and  cargo  of  the  brig  '*  General  Ricafort^**  for  having  been  when  seized  unlawfully 
equipped. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  sentence  in  this  case  the  Court  observed  that  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  the 
Seizor's  Proctor  had  not,  if  able,  given  some  information  as  to  the  charge  which  had  been  preferred 
against  the  crew  of  the  capturing  ship  of  removing  various  articles  from  the  detained  brig^at  the  time 
of  seizure,  as  the  charge  thus  stood  tacitly  admitted ;  when  the  Proctor  for  the  Captors  requested  to 
be  then  permitted  to  bring  in  an  explanation,  to  which  the  Court  instantly  assented.  On  the  29th 
ultimo,  a  letter  from  the  PrizerOflBcer  coniaining  the  foUnwing  acciouot  of  the  circumstances  aUuded  to 
was  received  and  filed  with  the  other  papers  of  the  case : — 

**  At  the  time  of  the  *  General  Rica/orVs  *  detention,  Mr.  Tracey  (the  senior  Mate  of  the  *  Charybdis*) 
was  absent  in  the  Portuguese  schooner '  Lafayette^*  and  I  was  just  recovering  from  an  attack  of  fever ; 
in  consequence,  the  acting  Gunner  was  put  in  charge,  a  person  having  but  little  control  over  the 
seamen.  During  the  night  the  *  General  Ricafort  *  remahied  at  Accra  several  of  the  prize  crew  became 
drunk  and  riotous,  so  much  so,  that  a  boat  was  sent  from  the  *  Charyhdis '  during  the  middle  watch 
to  quell  the  disturbance.  That  our  men  took  spirits  I  have  no  doiibt,  and,  under,  the  circumstances, 
they  might  easily  have  taken  other  things,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  they  did ;  the  only  thing  which  I 
know  to  have  been  taken  was  a  binnacle-lamp,  which  I  caused  to  be  restored  on  the]^*  Charybdit^ 
arriving  here.  On  the  passage  up,  the  Master  admitted  to  me  that  he  believed  some  of  his  own 
people  had  taken  several  of  the  missing  articles,  amongst  others,  the  swords,  flags,  and  chairs ;  he 
also  mentioned  a  Portuguese  boy  who  had  been  attending  in  the  cabin  as  the  party  who  had  stolen 
the  dollars  from  his  pocket ;  and  told  me  that  the  second  Mate  had  taken  some  cigars.'* 

*'  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  when  it  was  determined  that  the  *  General  Ricafort*  should  be 
sent  to  Sierra  Leone,  the  Spanish  crew  were  not  landed  until  daylight  in^the  morning  afler  capture ; 
their  luggage  was  put  into  Uie  canoes  over  night,  and  the  canoes  remained  by  the  brig,  so  that,  con-^ 
sidering  the  drunken  state  of  our  men,  there  was  every  opportunity  afforded  for  the  Spaniards  to 
purloin  what  they  pleased." 

(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

Sierra  Leone,  9th  September,  1837.  R.  DOHERTY. 

Second  Enclosure  in  No.  31. 

Mr.  Bidwell  to  Mr.  Melville. 

Sir,  Sierra  Leone,  *ltk  September^  1887. 

I BEO  leave  to  acquaint'you,  for  the  information  of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  ihat,  on  clearing 
the  hold  of  the  Spanish  brig  *'  General  Ricafort"  I  found,  on  three  different  occasions,  the  following 
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suspMotts  Aitliles  .'^three  j^irs  of  skte^hneltl^*,  And  aettk  pi^s  drplidil:*,^  Mm  seven  to  fbur  f^t  in 
l^nbfth,  i»f  ft  deseripttott  «ioiOftr  to  llttt  n^cd  hi  laying*  the  sUiTe^eet>  but  not  Vnailced  or  fitted. 

The  4ltve^liiftcftk»  were  ^ncealed  amongst  the  dtinha^,  ftnd  not  fiMnd  nntH  the  ter^  ht  the  lower 
b<Mhad'b«en  tecnorM.  '  '  -    i.  -      .  •     > .       - 

r  On  moving  some  of  the  totl  tohaceo,  a  portion  of  ft  was  discovetvd' stowed  Upbri  the  aboVcMnetttloned 
a^frcb  pieeai  tff  ptaiik.  Underneath  these  phiaks  again  vrim  a  quahfit^^'  of  .fh^wood,  whitih'  woald 
aji^rently  hi«r«  sin#»rered  eqimtly  as  well  ihr  dilntmge,  hiid  tudi  been  rifditfime;  '  *  '  > ' 

FVom  the  chimnistiince  of  the  reihainder  of  the  tobaeeo^  heiiie  'stowed  wllhont  tntf  ^planks;  iVhkh' 
iMdered  obtfotM  the  hintilit^  (as  fkr  as  regarded  stowage)  of  tbi  M^ftpiet^eis  Ibuhd  -so  qu^iOnstbly 
ettti^oy^  I  eouM  not  but  fnfo  that  concealment  for  some  sinister  ptfrpi»e  wfls't^e  onW  dt^t  cofr^ 
templated  in  hathig  this  adifidonal  plank  On  board  the  condeihned  bri^.     -  •      -  '-        1 

•      '     '  .  IhaiethehOaonrtobe,  so.    '    '" 

(Signed)         '  C.  B.  BiDWELL; 
*'  .     ;   '.  I  .    ..!  Adtmg  Marshal. 

M.  L.  MehUh,  E$q.^  Remstrar  to  the  Misted  CburU.  .         m 

*  '    ^c.  ■''         ire.  9fc.  ■      ••'  '  ■  •'  '    >'.''■'* 
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No,32.      .     ,  .',*.'.:   , 

Her  Ilajesty's  Conmismners  to  Viscount  Pajmerston.— {Received  J)ecemher  16.)' 

Mr  ImD,  .  .  ►  Sierra  Leone,  ^Oifober;  1887. 

Wc.  beg  leave  to  make  reference  to  that  portion  of  our  Despatch  to  your 
iMdskip  markra  Spain,  of  tile  20th  Jaly,  1836,  Respecting  the  expense  of  entting 
up  slave-vessels  condemned  m  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  CotW  of  Justice  es- 
taUished  here,  and  to  state  that  finding  from  the  facilities  which  now  exist  that  the 
rate  of  expense  at  which  such  vessels  had  hitherto  been  cut  up  could:  he  considerably 
HBdneed  without  prejudice  to  the  manner  in  which  this  service  is  executed;  we  have 
directed  Aat  in  future  the  following  scale  of  remxmeration  be  adopted  in  lieu  of  that 
described  in  the  Despatch  above  aUuded  to. 
.  For  the&rst  60  tons  an  allowance  of  3«.  per  too. 

For  the  ftirther  tonnage  of  a  condenmed  vessel  at  the  rate  of  1*.  6rf.  per  ton. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  W.  liEWIS.     ; 

R.  DOHERTY.  .     : 

The  Right  Hon  Fieeount  Pahnereton,  O.C.B. 

Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc.  ' 
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No.  33. 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  Qth  February,  1837. 

W£)iui¥e  tile  lid&eur  to<M^^ 
of  the  rl5th  December,  1336,  with  its  Endosure ;  informing  us  that  your  Lordship 
had  l)eeti  pleased  to  dffer  thanks  to  Mr.  Beecroft  for  the  assistance  which  the  Com- 
mander  of  his  isteam-vessel  afforded  to  the  seizing  Officer  in  ehai^of  ihe  '*  Buz- 
5»rttV^bo^,  in  making  the  capture  of  the  ^Portuguese  slalre-bngantine  *' JWro 

We  beg  leave^to  thank  your  Lordship  for  the  above'Commtmictt^<«i. 

^^^e  liKve  &c 
'(Signed)  WALMR  W.  LTTWIS. 

H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 
Tfie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstofiy  GiC.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  34. 
His  Majesty  8  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Talmerston. — (Received  ^}y  5.) 
My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  Ath  March,  1837. 

The  Portuguese  brig  "  Paquete  de  Caho  Verde,''  ha\dng  on  board  576 
slaves,  was  detained  on  the  11th  January  last,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bonny  River,  by 
His  Majesty's  sloop  "  Scout,"  Conunander  Robert  Craigie,  and  immediately  de- 
spatched for  adjudication  to  this  port,  which  she  reached  on  the  20th  ultimo. 
^  On  the  2d  instant  this  vessel  was  condemned  for  illicit  slave-trading,  and  the 
survivors  of  her  human  cargo,  in  number  452  persons,  emancipated,  a£  will  more 
fully  appear  in  the  Report  oi  thisTUase,  whicTi  we  liave  now  the  honour  to  forward  to 
your  Lordship. 

This  vessel,  formerly  bearing  the  name  of"  San  Pedro,''  alias  "  El  Marinero," 
being  under  Spanish  colours,  was  the  property  of  the  slave-trading  firm  of  Martinez 
and  Company,  of  Havana,  whose  agent  at  Lisbon,  Mattheus  da  Silva  Louro,  sold 
her  on  24th  August  last  to  Francisco  Cardozo  de  Mello^  recently  a  resident  of  the 
Cape  Verde  Islands,  who  obtained  for  her  a  Portuguese  Passport  and  other  Papers 
at  Lisbon,  and  then  despatched  her  to  Cadiz  for  a  cargo,  whence  she  proceeded  to 
the  Bonny,  first  touching  at  the  Cape  de  Verdes. 

The  sale  to  De  Mello  we  consider  must  be  looked  upon  as  of  a  very  questionable 
character,  when  it  is  remembered  that  he  is  the  same  person  who  appeared  as  Owner 
of  thi-ee  of  the  Spanish  vessels  which  nominally  changed  their  nationality  at  the 
Cape  de  Verdes  during  last  year,  and  as  the  security  tor  the  payment  of  the  price 
of  two  other  Spanish  vessels  so  disposed  of,  and  all  of  which  were  condemned  here. 

The  Lists  furnished  by  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Havana  show  this  vessel, 
when  imder  the  Spanish  flag  and  bearing  the  name  of  "  El  Marinero,"  as  having 
completed  two  successM  voyages  up  to  23d  January,  1835.  There  is  no  fiirther 
mention  of  her  until  23d  March  last,  when  she  again  left  Cuba,  and  must  have  pro- 
ceeded direct  to  Lisbon,  she  having  been  sold  in  that  port  in  the  month  of  August 
following. 

It  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Price,  the  Prize-Officer  in  this  Case,  that  we  should  men- 
tion that,  although  an  extensive  mortality  occurred  among  the  slaves  of  this  vessel 
duiftig  their  passage  up,  it  appeared  that  he  had  made  very  judicious  arrangements 
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fty tbeir fcnitot,  aaeTthaik  tlto dgfawd vewel  aadne^iweft  wfb««l  ben waaax* 
ixmuif  cleanly  aad  creditable  conditnMi. 

We.IiaYe,  &c* 
(SigoBd)  H.  P.  CA]^PBBlUv 

W  ALTBft  W.  HBWia 
T^Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 

Bnclosure  in  No.  34. 

Seport  cftk^  €me  oftke  Byrtuffuese  irijg  '^iHiquete  de  Calm  Vktiei^tiifAohmew  R^bella^  MmMer. 
TktB  vessel  was  navigated  under  a  Liabon  Passport,  dated  the  22d  At^st,  1836^  and  autfao- 
rixio^  a  voyage  to  the  ports  of  Africa  vid  Cadiz  and  Cape  de  Verdes.  At  the  two  last-mentioned 
phyoes  many  of  the  Fapers  given  up  to  the  capturing  Officer  were  procured.  The  Spanish  Documents 
obtained  at  Cadiz,  and  authenticated  by  the  Portugaese  Consul-Gteneral,  Senor  Manuel  de  6ouz» 
Macfaado,  show  ibat  the  principal  part  of  th^  outward  cargo  was  shipped  at  that  port.  AMht  of  the 
more  important  Papers  connected  with  this  vessel  is  added  hereunder. 

A  lisbon  Passport,  with  the  date  and  destination  above  expressed,  and  signed  by  Mttttoel  Gbli>* 
9alv^  de  Micanare*  Secretarv  of  the  Marine. 

Francisco  Cardozo  de  Mello  (of  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands),  whose  name  has  been  rendered  noto- 
rious by  his  connexion  vrith  the  Portuguese  slaare-vessels  adjudicated  in  1836,  is  stated  to  be  the 
Owner;  although  this  Werner  was  issued  at  Lisbon,  it  still  contains  no  prohibition  against  the  employ- 
meal  of  the  vestel  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

A  Muster-roll  issued  by  the  Portuguese  Consul-General  at  Cadiz  on  the  3rd  September,  1836,  in 
whi^h  F.  C.  de  Mello  is  again  mentioned  as  Owner.  Some  Spanish  Papers  were  also  procured  at 
Cadiz ;  amongst  these  is  a  bundle  of  Custom-house  Documents,  which  show  that  a  great  pfHl  of  the 
outward  caigo  was  shipped  thare. 

The  Bill  of  Sale  of  this  vessel  Is  dated  at  Lisbon,  the  24di  August,  1686.    A  Portuguese  merchant,. 

living  at  lisbon,  named  Mattheus  da  Silva  Louro,  and  Agent  of  the  slave<*trading  firm  of  Pedro  Mar* 

tinez  and  Company^  of  Havana,  appears  as  the  seller,  and  the  said  Franoisoo  Cardozo  de  Mello  as  the 

^  purchaser.     The  sum  paid  for  the  vessel  was  2,000  dollars.     It  is'  stated  also  that  she  was  formerly 

under  Spanish  colours,  and  bore  the  name  of  "  San  Pedro^*  alias  *'  El  Marinero" 

And  lastly,  three  Custom-house  Papers,  dated  at  the  Cape  de  Verdes,  on  the  19th  and  21st  Sep- 
tember, 1836,  tend  to  prove  that  the  detahied  vessel  fulfilled  that  portion,  of  the  destination  mentioned 
in  the  lishoii  Passport,  which  relates  to  her  being  about  to  procead  to  Cadiz  and  the  Cape  de  Verdes. 
Tka'fesC  p}Bid^  stated  in  the  Passport  are  the  ports  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  which  turned  out  to  be  the 
SoQQy»  where  the  slaves  forming  the  cargo  at  the  time  of  capture  were  brought  and  shipped. 

His  Majesty's  sloop  **  Scout,*'  Commander  Robert- Craigie,  effected  the  capture  of  the  **  Paqueie 
de  Cobo  Verde**  on  the  11th  January,  li3T,  at  the  entranee  of  tha  Biver  Bonny,  with  576  slaves  on. 
bofuid,  as  the  Mzor^a  Dechration,  filed  with  the  Ship*s  Papera  on  the  20th  February,  fully  explained* 
The  respeotive  Reports  of  the  Marshal  and  Surgeon  to  the  Courts  were  filed  on  the  20ih,  the  day 
on  which  the  preliminary  steps  in  the  prosecution  were  instituted,  by  the  issuing  of  the  M6nition  and 
the  order  for  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  in  the  Case.  The  result  of  the  Surgeon's  investigation 
was  unfavourable  in  the  extreme  ;  his  Report  specifying  the  number  of  deaths  to  have  been  106,  all 
om«m1  bgr  dysentery,  with  the  exception  of  3,  2  of  which  were  oasea  of  suicide,  and  one  of  accidental 
diKwningv^i^d  pointing  out  112  cases  for  hcNqntal  treatment*  The  slaves  were  consequently  ordered 
to  be  immediately  landed,  ^d  were  consigned  to  the  custody  of  the  Colonial  Authorities. 

T^e  two  witnesses  in  preparatory,  the  Master,  Bartholomew  Robello,  and  the  Co<^,  Pedro 
Aehamie),  vpere  severally  exammed  on  the  21st  ultimo. 

The  first  witneui  deposed  *^  that  he  waabom  at  Lisbon,  and  lives  there;  has  never  served  any 
State  but  Portagal ;  waa  appointed  to  the  commaud  at  Cadiz  in  July  last  by  the  Owner,  Francisco 
Cardozo  de  MeUo,  a  resident  of  Lisbon  and  a  Portuguese  subject;  possession  was  deltvei«d  at  Cadiz 
to  whness  by  the  correspondent  of  De  Mello,  one  Mathias,  a  resident  of  Cadiz,  and  witness  believes  a 
8)MHuah  sul^eet;  first  saw  the  said  vessel  in  July  last  at  Cadiz 7  does  not  know  where  ^e  was  built. 
WaTv  present  at  the  time  the  veaael  was  seized  for  having  slaves  on  board ;  sailed  under  Portuguese 
colours^  tiiere  was  also  an  old  Spanish  flag  and  a  signal  which  he  found  on  board  when  he  took  pos- 
session.   "Pie  vessel  is  called  *  Paquete  de  Cabo   Verde  ;^  has  never  heard  of  any  other  name;  is  182 
tons  burthen,  and  there  were  31  Officers  and  mariners,  exclusive  of  witness ;  some  Portuguese,  some 
SJtMDmrds,  part  hired  in  Lisbon  by  the  Owner  in  July  last»  and  seat  by  a  steamer  to  Cadiz»  where 
th^  vseie  shaped- with:  the  remainder  of  the  crew  in  August  or  September  last.;  neither  he  nor  any 
other  of  the  Officers  or  manners  had  any  interest  in  the  vessel  or  cargo;  was  Master  on  board ; 
there  were  some  Spanish  seamen  passengers  at  the  time  of  capture ;  they  were  embarked  at  Cadiz,, 
and  came  to  the  Coast  to  seek  employment,  but,  not  meeting  any,  were  going  on  to  Cuba ;  none  of  thent 
had  any  interest  or  authority  in  regard  to  the  vessel  or  cargo.     The  last  clearing  port  was  St.  Jago^ 
Cape  de  Verdes.    The  voyage  commenced  at  Cadiz,  and  was  to  have  ended  at  Cuba  ;  from  Cadis 
the  vessel  proceeded  to  Cape  Verdes,  where  she  lay  2  days,  and  thence  proceeded  to  the  Galinas, 
where  she  remained  4  or  5  days,  and  procured  a  little  wood,  and  then  went  on  to  the  Bomiy,  where 
slaves  were  purchased  from  the  natives.     The  capturing^  vessel  waa  first  seen  outside  the  bar  of  the 
BonNiy,  the  day  after  the  boats  had  captured  witnees's  vessel ;  capture  took  place  within  the  bar  of  that 
river  on  the  IStla.  of  last  month ;  the  captured  vessel  was  steering  for  Cuba  at  the  time  of  seizure.    No 
resistance  was  made;  there  were  no  instructions  to  make  any,  or  to  avoid  or  eaeape capture,  or  for  con* 
ceaHfig-  or  destroy!^  any  of  the  vessel's  Papers.    Fraoeisco  Cardoso  de  Mello  ia  the  sole  Owner  of 
tile  vessel ;  knows  it  from  having  received  the  command  fiEom  him^    De  Meib»iia  a  Portuguese  by 
Mrth;  ^e  said  DeMslto  resided  at  the  Cape  de  Verdes  before  he  lived  al  Usbott.    There  was  a  Bill 
ef  Bale,  he  believes,  amesg  the  Ripears  delivered  up,  bat  knowva  none  of  the  paeticulars,  having  never 
rtauSt  it;  does  not  know  what  the  prioe  wae^  or  vi<he^ier  the  same  be  paid ;  balievi^  the  sale tabe  a 
tme  one:  there  waa  no  privale  agreement.  JPranciseo  Cardoeo  deMriiaia  the  Owii^o£  the  slavey  and; 
irftnes^was  the  Lader  and  Ccmsignee.    They  werete  have  been  landed  at  Cuba,  on  aoseunl  and  xj»k 
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of  De  Mello,  and  will  belongr  to  him  only  if  restored;  believes  so  jfirom  havings  received  charge  of  the 
goods  with  which  they  were  purchased  from  the  said  De  Mello.  Knows  nothing  of  the  last  voyage ; 
the  lading  on  this,  which  was  shipped  at  Cadiz,  was  doth,  powder,  rum,  tobacco,  and  money ;  576 
slaves  were  shipped  altogether,  all  from  the  shore.  Does 'not  know  their  description ;  none  died  before 
capture;  about  110  have  died  since;  was  taken  direct  to  Sierra  Leone  afler  capture.  The  Passport 
and  other  Papers  found  on  board  were  all  true  and  fair.  No  Papers  were  concealed,  destroyed,  or 
made  away  with." 

The  second  witness's  evidence  varies  in  some  of  the  particulars  from  that  above  recapitulated. 
Entire  ignorance  is  professed  of  the  Owner's  name,  and  of  the  existence  of  any  Bill  of  Sale.  It  is 
also  stated  that  the  vessers  proper  name  is  ^Marinero;**  she  is  also  called  ^*  Paquete  de  la 
HavanaJ*    The  remainder  of  this  witness's  examination  is  corroborative  of  the  Master's. 

Publication  of  the  Case  was  granted  on  the  22d  ultimo,  when  the  Prize-Officer's  Affidavit,  showing 
the  number  of  deaths  among  the  slaves  since  capture  to  have  been  111,  was  sworn  to  and  filed. 

On  the  27th,  the  Marshal  returned  the  Monition  duly  certified ;  and  the  Case  being  thus  complete, 
the  Court  proceeded  on  the  2d  instant  to  the  trial  of  the  detained  vessel. 

'JThe  Registrar  having  publicly  read  the  evidence  already  detailed,  the  Court  thereupon  gave  their 
decision,  condemning  the  ^*  Paquete  de  Cabo  Verde**  as  good  prize,  and  emancipating  the  surviving 
452  slaves. 

(Signed)  H.  D.  CAMPBELL, 

Sierra  Leone,  4th  March,  1837.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 


No.  35, 
His  Majesty^s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — Received  .) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  Ath  March,  1837. 

Herewith  we  have  the  honour  of  laying  before  your  Lordship  our 
Report  of  the  Case  of  the  Portuguese  brig  "  Esperanga,''  seized  with  108  slaves 
on  hoard,  by  the  boats  of  His  Majesty's  sloop  "  Scout,"  Commander  Craigie,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Bonny  River,  and  condemned  this  day,  when  her  89  surviving 
slaves  were  decreed  to  be  emancipated. 

The  seizure  of  this  vessel  took  place  within  half  an  hour  of  the  detention  of  the 
"  Paquete  de  Cabo  Verde,''  reported  in  our  previous  Despiitch  of  this  date. 

When  the  "  JSsperanga'*  was  first  seen  coming  out  of  the  Bonny  she  had  on 
board  upwards  of  500  slaves,  all  of  whom  were  disembarked  there  by  the  Por- 
tuguese crew,  except  the  108  above  alluded  to,  before  the  "  Scout's"  boats  could 
secure  the  "  Paquete  de  Cabo  Verde,''  and  then  come  up  with  the  "  JEsperanga." 
At  the  moment  of  detention  the  Portuguese  crew  had  left  the  *'  JEsperanga,'* 
carrying  with  them  the  Papers  of  the  vessel,  and  the  Prize-Officer  informed  us 
that  he  only  succeeded  in  getting  them  on  board  again  by  firing  on  the  canoe  in 
which  they  were. 

This  is  the  vessel  which  was  reported  to  your  Lordship  by  His  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Lisbon  on  the  12th  February,  1835,  as  having  been  fitted  out  there  ^ 
for  the  Slave  Trade.  The.  Passport  under  which  she  sailed  from  Lisbon  on  the 
occasion,  referred  to  by  Lord  Howard  de  Walden,  has  served  as  her  authority  up 
to  the  present  time,  and  bears  only  one  endorsement  of  a  subsequent  date,  which 
expresses,  that  Madail,  her  original  Master,  had  been  superseded  at  Benguela  in 
August,  1835,  by  Carlos  Estavao  Sassetti.  Madail  was,  however,  found  in  com- 
mand of  this  vessel  at  the  time  of  detention ;  a  circumstance  which  he  accounted  for 
by  stating  that  he  had  purchased  the  vessel  from  Sassetti  at  Havana  in  August 
last. 

This  declaration  of  the  Master  is  directly  at  variance  with  the  vessel's  Passport. 

*  It  is  worthy  of  observation  that  the  2  vessels  whose  Cases  are  reported  under 

the  present  date  were  both  fitted  out  for  the  Slave  Trade  in  the  Portuguese  capital. 

T^Ta  bave  &^c 
[(Signed)  H.  D.  CAMPBELL, 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  O.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  ^c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  35. 
Beport  of  the  Case" of  the  "Portuguese  brig  "  E8peran9a,''  Felix  Casmk  Madail,  Master. 
This  vessel,  owned  and  commanded  by  subjects  of  Portugal,  was  fitted  out  originally  at  Lisbon,  in 
tbe  month  of  December,  1834,  for  the  Slave  Trade.  At  that  time  and  place  a  Navigation  Passport 
was  procured  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  and  Marine  Affairs,  which  has  served  for  more 
than  one  voyage,  as  it  bears  an  official  endorsement  dated  at  Benguela,  the  4th  August,  1835,  and  was 
the  authority  under  which  she  was  found  sailing  at  the  time  of  her  detention.  The  only  other  Official 
Papers  found  in  the  captured  vessel  were  a  Muster-roll  and  Custom-house  Clearance  of  the  outward 
cargo  from  Havana,  dated  in  that  port  23d  of  August  last.     In  the  former  Document  she  is  stated  to 
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have  been  bound  for  theMala^ueta  Coast  and  the  Tslancls  of  St»  Thomas  and  Princes ;  and  in  the  latter 
to  lh«Rivef  Bonny,  which  last  proved  correct;  as  at  the  Bonny  tho  slaves  were  purchased  apd  taken 
on  board,  and  it  was  at  the  entrance  of  that  river  that  the  boats  of  His  Majesty's  sloop  **  Scout**  cap- 
tdi^the  slave-fir ig  with  110  neg^-oes  on  the  11th  January,  1837. 

The  Maribkl  reported  the  arrival  of  thp  "  Esperanpa''  on^llie  24tIi.uliiroo;  when  also  theSurgeoiv 
to  theCocrrts  made  his  usnal  statemetitof  the  condition  of  the  slaves  which,  from  recent  ill  health  a^id- 
present  debility,  was  pronounced  unfavourable. 

The  concuiTence  of  the  ColonialGovernmcht  to  their  disembarkation,  was  therefore  obtained  with^ 
et^  possible  despatch ;  and  the  slaves  were  accordingly  landed  and  placed  in  the  custody  of  the 
liiberaied  African  Department. 

The  prosecution  of  this  vessel  \h  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission  commepced 
on  the  25th,  by  the  filing  of  the  Affidavit  of  Seizure  with  Ship's  Papers  and  Captor's  Declaration;  the 
usual  ordiei^  for  the  issue  of  the  Monition  and  examination  of  the  witnesses  being  given  at  the  saiQC 
tirti«  by  the  Court. 

Tlie  principal  facts  set  forth  in  the  Declaration  are,  that  the  detention  took  place  on  the  11th  Jauumry 
last,  At  the  entrance  of  the  River  Bonny,  by  the  .boats  of  His  Majesty's  s)oop  **  Scout  ;**  that  the  vessel 
was  then  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  bound  to  Cuba ;  and  that  she  had  a  cargo  of  110  negroes,  said 
to  have  been  embarked  on  the  day  of  capture. 

The  Registrar  examined  the  witnesses  in  preparatory,  Felix  Cosmc^  de  Madail,  the  Master*  and  the 
Cook,  Plaeido  da  Costa,  on  the  25th  February. 

The  Master  deposed,  that  '*  he  was  born  at  Lisbon,  and  lives  there*  has  never  served  any  State  but 
Portugal.'  Appointed  himself  to  the  command,  being  Owner;  possession  was  delivered  to  witness  in 
August  last,  at  Havana,  by  Carlo  Estavao  Sasselti,  the  Ibrmer  Owner,  a  Portuguese,  and  a  resident  of 
Lisbon  ;  first  saw  the  vessel  at  Lisbon  in  February  1835 ;  does  not  know  where  she  was  builU  W«s 
present  when  his  vessel  WBs;setMd  ibr  havting  ^ves  on  board ;  soiled  under  Portuguese  colours ;  had 
also  Eoglish,  French,  Spanish,  and  Amerkan  ensigns  for  signals,  which,  he  bought  with  the  vess^L 
The  vessel'has  never  been  called  by  any  other  name  than  ^*  Esperanpa^  "  she  is  about  280  tons,  and 
had  about  89  Offifers  and  mariners^  exclusive  o^,  witness,  all  Portuguese,  eKeept  a  few  of  the  seamen 
who  were  Spaniards  and  Italians:  all  hired  apd  shipped  at  Havana  in  August  last  by  witness.  None 
of  the  OflBcers  or  mariners  had  any  interest  m  either  the  vessel  or  cajgo,  and  witness  had  no  interest 
bUoself  in  the  latter;  was  Master  oa  board.  The  last  clearing  port  was  Havana,  and  the  voyage  com- 
roenced  and  was  to  bAve  ended  t^ere ;  from  Havana  the  vessel  went  direct  to  the  Bonny,  where  slaves 
were  shipped  by  the  Supercargo,  Narceso  Estavao.  The  capturing  vessel,  was  first  seen  2  days  nfber 
her  boats  had  seized  the  ''  Esperanpa;'*  capture  took  place  on  the  Ilth  January,  whilst  the  vessel  lay 
at  anchor  in  the  Bonny.  There  was  no  chase;  the  vessel's  Papers  were  for  St.  Thomas's  and  the 
Bonny.  There  are  4  guns  mounted,  a  few  muskets  and  cuthsses,  and  a  small  quantity  of  ammunition 
fyt  defence ;  there  was  no  reaistance  made  or  instructions  to  arake  any,  or  for  avoiding  capture, 
destroying  or  concealing  any  of  the  vessel's  Papers.  He  is  soJe  Owner  of  the  vessel.  There  was  no 
Bill  or  Sale ;  witness  bought  the  vessel  at  public  auction  for  ^vc  thousand  Jive  hundred  and  fifty 
dcHorf,  cash,  paid  doWn,  and  which  was  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  vessel ;  there  was  no  private  agree- 
ment The  Lader,  Owner,  and  Consignee  of  the  skives  was  the  said  Narceso  Estavao,  whom  he 
believes  to  be  a  Portuguese,  and  a  resident  .of  Havana ;  ciinnot  tell  how  long  he  has  Uved  there,  or 
where  he  formerly,  resided.  The  slaves  were  to  have  been  landhdatsome  place  in  the  West  Indies, 
but  does  not  know  exactly  where;  Ihey  were  to  have  been  landed  at  (on)  the  account  and  risk  cf  the 
said  EstavSo  ;  knows  it  from  Estavao  having  hired  the-^esse!  and  shipped  the  outward  cargo.  Kiiows 
nothing  of  the  last  voyage ;  the  lading  shipped  at  Havana  on  the  present  was  cloth,  rum,  tobacco, 
muskets,  and  pow^tr;  110  slavesi  a$d  no  more»  were  shipped  altogether,  all  from  the  shore ;  does 
not  recollect  their  descriptions ;  was  taken  direct  to  Sierra  JLeone  after  capture.  The  Passport  and 
Pi^rs  delivered  up  were  all  true  and  fair.  No  Papers  were  concealed,  destroyed,  or  made  away  with. 
Knows  of  no  other  Papers  in  any  country  relating  to  the  vessel  or  cargo.  There  was  no  Charter- 
patty.  Witmess  blued  the  vessel  of  Estavao,  by  a  verbal  agreement,  for  2,000  dollars  per  month  during 
the  voyage.     The  vessel  was  under  Estnvao's  management  in  regard  to  her  trade.'' 

The  second  witnesses  examination  brovght  to  light  a  fact,  of  which  the  Master  made  no  mention. 
He  said  that  he  thought  ''  about  500  slaves  were  shipped  altogether,  all  from  the  shore,  about  40Q 
escaped  ashore  before  capture."  On  other  subjects  he  appeared,  as  far  as  his  knowledge  extended,  to 
corroborate  the  evkience  of  the  Master. 

The  evidence  on  bebAlf  of  the  Seiior  being  finally  closed,  pablication  thereof  was  granted  on  the  27th 
ultimo.  The  Affidavit  of  the  Seizing  Officer,  Lieutenant  John  Price,  and  of  the  Officer  in  charge  of 
the  "  E^ranfOf^'  Mr.  Nelson  Locker,  filed  on  the  above-mentioned  day,  proved  that  18  deaths  had 
taken  place  s^nee  Capture. 

Hie  Monition  was  returned  into  Court  on  the  4th  instant,  with  the  Marshal's  Certificate  of  its  proper 
execution^  On  this  day  the  Court  met  for  the  decisk>n  of  the  Case  of  this  vessel,  when  a  sentence  of 
condemilation  was  passed  upon  her,  and  the  emancipation  decreed  of  the  89  surviving  slaves  of  her 
cargo. 

(Signed)  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

Sierra  Leom,  ith  Mari)h,lS37.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

'1 

No.  36. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  July  5.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  20th  March,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  aaquaint  your  Lordship  that  His  Majesty's  bri- 

gantine  ''  Bonetta/'  Lieutenant  Deschamps  Commander^  detained  off  the  Bonny 

River,  on  the  20th  January  last,  the  Portuguese  brigantine  "  Temerario,"  for 

having  on  board  349  slaves,  vi^ho  had  been  just  previously  shipped  in  that  river. 

The  ^^  Temerarh*'  arrived  here  on  the  22d  ultimo^  when  the  usual  proceedings 
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were  instituted  against  her  m  the  British  and  Portuguese  Mixed  Commissioni  and 
on  the  1st  instant  a  Decree  was  made  condemning  this  vessel,  and  emano^)ating 
the  236  survivors  of  her  cargo  of  slaves.  *  > 

In  our  Report  of  this  Case,(  herewith  transmitted,  your  Lordship  will  observe, 
that  the  violent  conduct  of  the  negroes  during  the  passage  of  the  vessel  hither 
led  the  Prize  OflScer  to  adopt  some  very  strong  measures  towards  them,  and 
which  he  was  of  opinion  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  vessel 
and  those  on  board  of  her. 

At  the  time  of  adjudication  of  the  Case,  we  had  only  before  us  upon  this  subject 
the  Report  of  the  Surgeon  to  the  Courts,  as  to  the  condition  in  which  he  found 
the  negroes  on  their  arrival  here,  and  the  Prize  Officer's  own  statements  in 
explanation.  Subsequently  thereto  the  capturiiig  ship  came  into  port^  when  her 
commander  handed  to  us  his  own  declaration  as  to  the  unrutiness  and  violence  of 
these  negroes  at  the  moment  of  capture,  and  the  joint  declaration  of  the  Master 
and  Carpenter  of  the  detained  vessel  as  to  their  bad  conduct  during  the  voyage 
here,  both  of  which  Documents  we  allowed  to  be  filed  with  the  other  Papers  m 
the  Case,  and  which  we  have  given  at  length  in  our  Report  for  your  Loniship's 
information.  ^ 

The  "  Temerario'  appears  to  be  one  of  the  many  Spanish  vessels  which  have 
resorted  to  the  Cape  Verdes  to  change  their  nationality  since  the  operation  of 
the  Treaty  with  Spain  of  June  1835;  in  completing  which  arrangement  the 
assistance  of  Joao  Claudio  de  Lima,  of  St.  Jago,  was  given,  he  having  come  for- 
ward as  owner  in  this  instance,  as  he  had  done  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  named  the 
'^  Esperanga,'*  condemned  on  the  22d  of  last  October. 

This  vessel  would  seem  to  have  belonged,  like  the  '*  Paquete  de  Caho  Verdes 
to  the  well  known  Slave  Trading  firm  of  Pedro  Martinez  and  Company,  of 
Havana,  as  we  think  will  appear  by  the  Sub-Enclosure  C,  in  our  Dispatch  to  your 
Lordship  of  the  17th  October  1835,  printed  in  the  Parliamentary  Papers  relating 
to  the  Slave  Trade  for  1836,  Class  A,  page  76. 

In  the  Havana  lists  it  is  stated  that  this  vessel  completed  one  slaving  voyi^e  on 
the  7th  July  18345,  and  commenced  another  in  the  following  month  of  that  year; 
subsequent  to  which  we  could  find  no  positive  account  of  her  proceedings  until 
her  late  detention. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscmnt  PalmersUm,  G.C.B.         WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  ^c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  36. 


Report  of  the  case  of  the  Portugitese  brigafUine  "  Temerario^*^  ComUio  Urbano  da 

Foncecay  Master, 

The  ship's  Papers,  3  in  number,  were  procured  in  December  1BS6,  at  Porto  Praya,  Cape  de 
Verdes. 

The  first  is  a  passport  granted  and  si^ed  by  Domingos  Correa  Arouca,  the  Cfovemor  of  those 
Islands,  wherein  the  vessel  is  declared  to  be  bound  to  Africa  and  St.  Thomas's,  and  specially  prohi- 
bited from  engaging  in  the  Slave  Trade ;  Joao  3oi4  Claudio  de  Lima  is  mentioned  as  the  Owner, 

The  second  a  list  of  crew  ;  and  the  third  a  clearance  of  the  cargo  embarked  on  board  the  '^  Teme^ 
rario.** 

The  ''  Temerario^*  proceeded  from  the  Cape  de  Verdes  to  the  river  Bonny,  where  slaves  were  pur- 
chased from  the  natives,  intended  for  ultimate  disposal  at  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico.  His  Majesty's 
brigantine  "  Bonetta"  captured  her  off  that  river,  on  the  20th  January  1837,  with  a  cargo  of  852 
negroes ;  after  which  the  captor  sent  his  prize  here  for  trial. 

The  arrival  of  the  **  Temerano**  was  reported  by  the  Marshall  on  the  22d  February,  when  also  the 
Surgeon  made  his  usual  medical  inspection  on  the  condition  of  the  slaves.  The  report  of  the  Surgeon, 
containing  serious  statements  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  negroes  during  then*  passage  hither,  we  have 
deemed  it  right  to  transcribe  the  whole  of  that  document ;  as  the  statements  alluded  to  led  to  investi- 
gation, and  ultimate  explanation. 

Mr.  Fergusson  reported,  *•  That  this  vessel  had  358  slaves  on  board  when  captured,  98  of  whom 
have  since  died  of  dysentery.  The  Prize  Officer  also  reports  that,  on  two  several  occasions,  on  inspect- 
ing the  slaves  in  the  morning,  one  was  found  dead,  suspended  by  a  piece  of  rope  from  the  hatchway; 
it  is  conjectured  that  these  acts  were  perpetrated  by  some  of  the  slaves ;  it  is  also  stated  of  two  other 
men,  who  were  found  dead,  that  certain  suspicious  marks  were  observed  on  their  necks,  which  ren* 
dered  it  probable  that  they  had  met  with  death  by  similar  means. 

**  I  separated  and  marked  in  the  usual  manner  51  cases  for  hospital  treatment,  namely,  44  of 
dysentery,  1  of  ophthalmia,  and  6  of  ulcers;  it  was  stated  to  me  by  the  Prize  Officer,  in  explanation  of 
the  circumstance  of  two  of  the  slaves  having  their  backs  extensively  ulcerated  and  lacerated,  as  if  from 
flogging,  that  on  the  15th  February  current,  a  mutiny  broke  out  among  these  slaves,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  confined  40  of  the  men  in  irons,  namely,  24  confined  by  the  legs,  2  and  2,  and  16  by  both 
legs  and  anas,  2  and  2 ;  and  that  on  the  following  day  he  flogged  tiiese  40  men^  and  that  the  2 
leaders  of  the  mutiny  were  ptmished  more  severely  than  the  others,  they  were,  in  fact,  the  persons 
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with  the  lacerated  backs.  In  explanation  of  3  cases  of  extensive  ulcer  on  the  wrist,  it  was  likewiae 
stated  that  these  were  produced  by  ropes«  whidi  it  was  found  necessary  ta  tie  round  the  arms  of  those 
^ho  w^jve  mutino9B ;  it  beeooies  me  to  state  that,  in  niy  opinion,  such  ulcers  could  only  have  been 
produced  by  an  undue  degree  of  severity. 

"  The  general  aspect  of  the  remainder  of  these  slaves  is  pretty  good,  but  the  dimensions  of  the 
vessel  are  so  very  inadeqoate  for  their  accommodation,  that  I  respectfully  recommend  that  they  be 
all  landed  as  soon  as  possible.*' 

The  above  i«coaimendation  was  carried  into  effect  on  the  22d  February ;  a  petition  from  the  captors, 
having  this  object  in  view,  having  been  granted  by  the  Court. 

The  affidavit  of  seisure,  with  the  vessel's  Papers,  and  captor's  declaration  were  filed  oh.  the  same 
day  when  the  monition  went  ibrth,  and  the  evidence  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Lieutenant  Henry  P.  Deschamps  avers  in  his  declaration,  that  capture  took  place  on  the  20th 
January  16S7,  in  or  about  latitude  4^  24'  north,  and  longitude  7°  8'  east;  that  the  detained  vessel  was 
t)ieii  hound  from  the  River  Bcmny  to  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico ;  and  that  there  were  on  board  352 
negroes,  said  to  have  been  shipped  in  that  river  the  day  previous  to  detention. 

The  two  witoesses,  Camillo  Urbano  da  Fonceca,  the  Master,  and  the  carpenter,  Gabriel  Loren^o^ 
imderwent  examination  on  the  25th  ultimo. 

The  Master's  evidence  was  as  follows : — *'  He  was  born  at  St.  Jago,  Cape  Verdes,  and  lives  there ; 
hi^  never  served  any  state  but  Portugal.  He  was  appointed  to  the  command  by  the  owner,  Joao  Joz6 
Claudk)  de  Lim%  a  Portuguese  merchant  and  subject,  residing  at  St.  Jago ;  possession  was  given  to 
"witness  by  the  said  De  Lima  at  that  place  in  November  last;  first  saw  the  vessel  there  and  then; 
does  not  know  where  she  was  built.  Was  present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  for  having  slaves  on 
board ;  had  no  colours  but  Portuguese.  The  vessel  is  called  *  Tetnerario  ;'  knows  of  no  other  name ; 
is  140  tons  burthen,  and  had  31  Officers  and  Mariners,  exclusive  of  witness;  the  First  Mate  was  a 
Portuguese,  the  Second  Mate  and  Boatswain  were  Grenoese,  and  the  Mariners  were  Portuguese,  Bra- 
sdlians,  and  Spaniards,  all  shipped  and  hired  by  witness  at  St.  Jago  in  November  last.  Neither  he^ 
nor  any  of  the  Officers  or  Mariners  had  any  interest  in  the  vessel  or  cargo;  was  Master  on  board; 
there  were  8  Portuguese  and  Spanish  seamen  on  board  at  the  time  of  capture,  whom  witness  had 
taken  on  board  in  the  Bonny  in  January  for  a  passage  to  Porto  Rico  ;  they  had  none  of  them  any 
interest  or  authority  on  board  in  regard  to  either  the  vessel  or  cargo.  The  last  clearing  port  was  St. 
Jago»  Cape  Verdes,  and  the  vopge  began  there  and  was  to  have  ended  at  Porto  Rico  ;  irum  St.  Jago 
the  vi^ssel  proceeded  direct  to  the  Bonny,  where  her  slaves  were  purchased  from  the  natives.  Krst 
saw  \hie  cupturing  vessel  the  day  afler  her  lK)ats  had  seized  the  '  Temerario  ;'  capture  took  place 
within  the  Bonny  bar,  on  the  20th  January  ultimo ;  the  vessel  was  steering  for  Porto  Rico  at  the 
time,  but  it  was  a  calm ;  the  vessel's  Papers  were  for  St.  Iliomas's  and  the  Bonny.  Joao  Jok^  Claudio 
de  Lioba  is  the  sole  Owner  of  the  vessel,  knows  it  from  having  been  put  in  charge  of  that  vessel ;  De 
Lima  is  a  Portugnese  by  birth,  and  believes  he  lived  formerly  at  Lisbon ;  his  wife  and  family  reside  at 
St.  Jago,  Cape  Verdes.  Knows  nothing  of  any  Bill  of  Sale,  or  the  price  of  the  vessel,  or  whether  the 
same  be  paid ;  believes  the  vessel,  if  restored,  will  belong  to  De  Lima,  and  to  him  only ;  knows  of  no 
private  agreement.  The  Lader  of  the  slaves  was  JozcS  Fefteira;  the  supercargo,  a  Portuguese  resi- 
dent of  Tras  dos  (los)  Montes,  in  Portugal ;  does  not  know  who  was  the  Consignee ;  the  Owners  are 
Clftudk)  de  Lima,  before  named,  and  the  said  Ferreira;  the  said  slaves  were  to  have  been  landed  at 
Porto  Rico,  for  the  account  and  risk  of  De  Lima  and  Ferreira ;  believes  so  from  having  been  so 
informed  by  both  De  Lima  and  Ferreira.  Knows  nothing  of  the  last  voyage ;  the  lading  on  the  pre- 
sent voyage  was  tobacco,  rum,  and  cloth;  does  not  know  where  it  was  shipped^  found  it  on  board  when 
he  took  possession ;  352  slaves  were  shipped  altogether,  all  from  the  shore ;  does  not  know  their 
d^Kriptions;  none  died  before,  but  upwards  of  100  have  died  since  capture;  was  taken  direct  to 
£Kerra  Leone  after  seizure.  The  papers  delivered  up  were  and  are  all  true  and  fair.  No  papers  have 
been  destroyed,  or  concealed,  or  made  away  with.  She  was  under  the  management  of  the  Super 
cargo  Ferreira,  in  regard  to  her  trade." 

The  evidence  of  the  second  witness,  although  mainly  corroborative  of  the  Master's,  was  more 
limited  in  the  facts  whieh  regarded  the  vessel  and  her  employment.  Of  the  Owner's  name,  and  of  the 
Supercargo  Ferreira,  he  said  he  knew  nothing. 

On  the  27lh  ultimo  an  affidavit  of  the  Prize  Officer,  Mr.  V.  G.  Roberts,  was  brought  in  to  account 
for  the  number  of  deaths,  which  had  occurred  among  the  negroes  of  this  vessel  during  the  time  he  had 
had  chargpe  of  her,  and  which  appeared  to  have  been  110.  In  this  affidavit  there  were  some  explana- 
tions offered  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  slaves,  and  their  treatment  during  the  passage  hither,  all  of 
which  are  hereunder  given  :  *^  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  during  the  passage  to  this  port, 
namely,  on  the  15th  day  of  February  instant,  he  was  informed  by  one  of  the  slaves,  who  spoke  a  little 
English,  that  the  male  slaves  were  concerting  together  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  vessel  from  depo> 
nent,  and  the  said  slaves  being  on  the  same  day  very  unruly  and  turbulent  in  their  conduct,  it  con- 
Irmed,  in  deponent's  opinion,  their  intention  of  attempting  to  do  so.  And  having  further  discovered 
that  some  knives  had  been  secreted  by  them  among  the  firewood  of  the  vessel,  which  was  stowed 
below,  he  deemed  it  advisable,  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel,  and  of  himself  and  crew,  to  flog  about 
20  of  the  said  slaves,  and  about  40  others  were  ordered  by  him  to  be  immediately  placed  in  irons,  and 
shackled  to  the  chain  cable  on  deck,  where  they  were  kept  during  the  remainder  of  the  passage  ;  and 
that  two  of  the  said  slaves,  who  appeared  upon  inquiry  to  have  been  the  ring-leaders,  were  punished 
more  severely  than  the  others,  in  order  to  deter  them  from  a  similar  attempt ;  and  the  deponent  has 
been  informed  by  one  of  the  other  slaves,  that  one  of  the  said  ringleaders  was  a  notorious  bad  cha- 
racter before  he  was  shipped  from  the  Bonny.  And  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  said  slaves 
were  very  troublesome  from  the  moment  deponent  had  charge  of  the  vessel,  and  frequeut  compluints 
have  been  brought  to  him  of  attempts  having  been  made  to  strangle  one  another  when  down  below, 
and  that  upon  two  occasions,  deponent  found  2  male  slaves  hanging  by  a  rope  to  the  main  hatchway, 
quite  dead;  and  he  verily  believes  that  the  death  of  the  said  2  slaves  was  not  caused  by  their  own  act, 
but  by  the  other  male  slaves  on  board.  And  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  none  of  the  slaves  have 
died  from  or  in  consequence  of  the  punishment  so  inflicted  upon  them,  nor  have  an^  died  of  the  number 
who  were  placed  in  irons ;  that  the  whole  of  the  slaves  appeared  to  this  deponent  to  have  died  from 
dysentery, save  and  except  the  2  that  were  found  dead,  hanging  to  the  main  hatchway;  and  deponent 
further  saith,  that  every  care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  himself  and  crew  was  afforded  to  the  sick 
slaves^  and  that  the  death  of  the  said  slaves  did  not  ensue  through  the  neglect  of  this  deponent,  or 
any  of  hie  said  crew.    And  the  deponent  lastly  saith,  that  every  circumstance  connected  with  this 
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affair  has  been  duly  entered  in  his  Log-Book ;  that  his  prize-crew  consisted  of  9  persons,  exclusive  of 
himself;  that  there  were  4  foreigners  also  on  board,  belonging  to  the  detained  vessel,  and  that  if  he 
had  not  adopted  the  course  which  he  did,  the  deponent  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  said  vessel 
would  never  have  arrived  here  in  safety." 

Allusion  having  been  made  in  the  foregoing  affidavit  to  the  Prize-Officer's  Log,  we  called  for 
authenticated  extracts  of  the  parts  referred  to,  which  were  furnished,  and  are  as  follows: — 

*•  ]  5th  February,  1837. — Found  dead  4  male  slaves.  In  consequence  of  the  men  having  made  an 
attempt  to  seize  the  vessel,  placed  several  of  them  in  irons,  and  secured  them  to  the  ^liiin  cable  on 
deck. 

"  16th  February,  1837. — Punished  21  of  the  male  slaves  witli  40  lashes  each,  for  making  an 
attempt  to  seize  the  vessel,  and  secreting  knives  for  the  purpose  of  murdering  the  crew.  Died  one 
female  slave  (girl)." 

The  Prize-Officer's  explanation  being  somewhat  at  variance  with  Mr.  Surgeon  Fergusson's  Report, 
we  considered  it  due  to  that  Officer  to  allow  him  the  perusal  of  them,  when  he  authenticated  on  oath 
the  Report  in  question,  and  addressed  the  Letter  hereunder  quoted  to  the  Court : — 

"  With  reference  to  my  Report  of  the  22d  February  ultimo,  in  the  case  of  the  Portuguese  vessel 

*  TemerariOf*  and  its  authentication  on  oath,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  on  the  1st  March  current,  I  beg 
leave  to  state  that,  on  a  reperusal  of  my  notea  taken  when  on  board  of  that  vessel,  I  do  not  find  the 
statement  in  the  Report,  that  the  40  mutinous  men  were  all  Ironed  and  flogged,  borne  out  by  the 
memorandum  made  in  relation  to  that  point,  though  it  is  distinctly  noted  down  that  16  of  that  number 
were  double- ironed  and  flogged  next  day. 

*'  My  impression  was,  and  still  is,  that  the  statement  as  made  in  the  Report  was,  in  substance,  iden- 
tical with  the  information  given  me  by  the  Prize-Officer ;  but  I  consider  it,  under  the  circumstances,  an 
act  of  justice  in  a  matter  of  so  grave  a  nature,  to  hold  myself  as  having  been  under  a  misapprehension 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  persons  stated  to  have  been  punished ;  it  is  my  duty,  however,  at  the  same 
time  to  say,  that  my  remarks  on  the  condition  of  the  slaves  were  dictated  by  feelings  as  lenient  as  1 
could  conscientiously  justify  myself  in  entertiining." 

Publication  passed  in  the  case  on  the  27th  ultimo ;  and  on  the  1st  instant  the  Marshall  returned  the 
monition,  certifying  that  it  had  been  duly  served. 

On  the  same  day  the  Court  sat  for  the  trial  of  the  *^  TemerariOt'*^  and,  after  hearing  the  evidence 
read,  pronounced  a  sentence  of  condemnation  upon  the  said  vessel,  and  emancipation  in  favour  of  the 
surviving  slaves,  in  number  236. 

The  Court  at  the  same  time  remarked  upon  the  statements  which  were  before  it,  respecting  the 
treatment  of  the  negroes  of  this  vessel  during  their  passage  to  thisCoIony,  and  expressed  its  regret  that 
the  Prize-Officer  had  not  considered  the  subject  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  have  called  for  further 
testimony  than  his  own.  As,  however,  after  the  adjudication  of  the  case,  additional  information  was 
offered  to  us  upon  the  subject  iu  question,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  state  our  observations  upon  the 
limited  explanations  we  had  then  before  us,  but  merely  to  give  Copies  of  the  Documents  we  received 
on  the  20th  instant,  and  which  we  were  induced  to  allow  to  be  filed  after  the  case  had  terminated,  that 
the  Prize-Officer's  proceedings  towards  the  turbulent  cargo  of  negroes  whom  he  had  had  under  his. 
charge  in  this  vessel  might  be  placed  in  a  proper  light. 

The  additional  testimony  received  was  famished  by  the  Commander  of  the  capturing  vessel,  who 
only  arrived  here  after  the  trial  of  the  *'  Temerario"  and  consisted  of  his  own  Declaration  of  the  state 
of  the  negroes  at  the  time  of  seizure,  and  the  Declaration  of  the  late  Master  and  Carpenter  of  the 
condemned  vessel  as  to  their  conduct  during  their  passage  hither ;  and  which  Documents  are  here 
transcribed  at  length. 

•'  I,  Henry  P.  Deschamps,  Lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  Commander  of  His  Majesty's  brig 

*  Bonetta,'  having  been  informed  that  Mr.  V.  G.  Roberts,  Master's  Assistant  of  the  said  vessel,  had 
been  thought  to  have  been  too  severe  with  the  slaves  on  board  the  '  TVmerano,'  Portuguese  brigan- 
tine,  detained  by  the  '  Bonetta,'  and  sent  to  Sierra  Leone  for  adjudication,  of  which  vessel  he  had 
charge,  do  hereby  declare  that,  on  my  going  on  board  the  '  Temerafio^'  after  capture,  to  count  the 
slaves,  I  had  the  greatest  possible  trouble  in  getting  the  men  to  go  below ;  that  they  were  quarrelling 
amongst  themselves,  and  endeavouring  to  strangle  one  another;  and  that  they  paid  not  the  slightest 
attention  to  what  was  said  to  them ;  and,  upon  my  questioning  the  Supercargo  as  to  the  reason  of 
such  conduct,  he  said  he  had  purchased  any  slaves  he  could  procure ;  that  many  of  them  were  noted  bad 
characters,  but  that  he  had  shipped  them  in  haste,  so  as  to  be  able  to  sail  before  the  return  of  His 
Majesty's  sloop  *  Scout' or  *  Bonetta ;  *  that  he  had  taken  8  extra  hands,  for  the  better  security  of 
himself  and  vessel ;  and  advised  me  to  send  an  experienced  Officer,  and  as  many  men  as  could  be 
spared.  I  do  further  declare  that,  in  the  evening,  after  having  dispatched  the  boats  of  the  *  Bonny»* 
I  went  to  assist  Mr.  Roberts  iu  getting  the  '  Temerario^  under  weigh,  when  I  found  the  slaves  in  a 
most  mutinous  state  ;  and,  finding  that  they  would  not  remain  below,  I  sent  for  her  Carpenter  to  fit 
the  iron  gratings  for  the  men's  slave  room,  while  doing  which  they  made  every  possible  exertion  to 
prevent  its  completion,  and  it  required  all  hands  to  keep  them  down ;  they  broke  the  partition  of  the 
fore  peak,  drove  the  boys  on  deck,  and  endeavoured  to  force  themselves  up  also,  many  Beebees 
trying  to  strangle  the  Eboes  chained  to  them,  knocking  their  irons  off,  and  beating  one  another  with 
billets  of  firewood,  shouting  and  yelling  all  the  time.  During  the  same  afternoon  one  man  was  tied 
to  the  rigging  for  unmercifully  beating  another,  and  whilst  in  this  position  he  bit  the  top  of  a  finger 
neariy  off^  one  of  the  Kroomen  belonging  to  the  *  Bonetta'  (Jem  George),  who  was  passing  by  him. 
After  having,  with  great  difficulty,  secured  the  men's  slave-room,  I  explained  to  them,  through  an 
interpreter  (a  Bonny  boy),  that,  if  well  behaved,  they  would  have  every  kindness  shown  to  them;  but 
if  they  continued  so  riotous,  they  must  be  punished ;  and  the  vessel  being  under  weigh,  I  left  her.  It 
was  my  intention,  if  I  could  have  spared  them,  to  have  sent  4  more  hands  up  with  Mr.  Roberts ;  but 
the  *  Bonetta'  was  at  this  time  so  short  of  men,  after  dispatching  the  boats  as  aforesaid,  that  it  was 
impracticable  to  do  so.  I,  however,  sent  on  board  the  Portuguese  Carpenter  to  assist  and  act  as  an 
interpreter.  I  do  further  declare  that,  in  8  years'  experience  in  Africa,  I  never  saw  so  bad  a  set  of 
slaves.  I  have  always  found  Mr.  Roberts  a  most  humane  young  man,  and  a  most  efficient  and  attentive 
Officer ;  and  I  do  most  decidedly  think,  but  for  his  constant  vigilance  and  determined  conduct,  the 
slaves  would  have  risen ;  and,  if  they  had  got  the  upper  hand,  they  would  have  undoubtedly  murdered 
all  the  prize-crew." 

*'We,  the  undersigned  Camillo  Urbano  da  Fon^ca,  late  Master  of  the  Portuguese  brigantiue 

*  TemerariOf  detained  by  His  Majesty's  brig  •  Bonetta,'  and  Gabriel  Louren^o,  Carpenter  of  the  said 
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brigantine,  do  hereby  declare  that  we  were  bron«^ht  to  this  port  in  the  said  brigantine,  afler  capture,  to 
be  produced  as  witnesses  in  the  cause ;  that  on  the  passage  to  this  port,  and  on  or  about  the  15th  day 
of  February  Inst,  Mr.  Roberts,  the  English  Prize-Officer,  was  informed  in  our  presence  by  one  of  the 
slaves,  named  Bob  Jones,  that  the  male  slaves  were  concerting  together  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
vessel  from  him,  and  previously  to  (his  communication  having  been  made,  we  ourselves  had  heard  the 
slaves  in  the  hold  making*very  unusual  noises  and  shouting  loudly;  that  upon  otir  going  near  the 
hatchway  to  ascertain  what  they  were  doing,  and  to  endeavour  to  get  them  to  desist,  the  shout  was 
again  continued  in  a  more  boisterous  manner,  and  one  of  the  ringleaders  made  a  sign  to  us  with  his 
hand  across  his  neck,  and  cried  out,  *  Kick-a-ree-boo.*  meaning  that  he  intended  to  kill  someone.  We 
farther  declare  that  some  knives  were  subsequently  discovered  by  Mr.  Rx)bert8,  which  had  been  secreted 
by  the  slaves  among  the  firewood  stowed  below ;  that  after  due  consideration  Mr.  Roberts  was  con- 
vinced the  intention  of  the  slaves  was  to  make  an  attempt  to  get  the  vessel  out  of  his  possession,  in 
which  we  fully  agreed  with  him,  and  he  therefore  at  once  determined  to  quell  this  feeling  among  them, 
and  about  20  of  the  slaves  were  ordered  by  him  to  be  flogged,  and  about  40  were  placed  in  irons  and 
shackled  to  the  chain  cable  on  deck,  where  they  were  kept  until  their  arrival  in  port.  We  further 
declare  ^at,if  Mr.  Roberts  had  not  adopted  this  course,  it  is  our  firm  belief  we  should  not  have  arrived 
here  iu  safety,  and  that  our  lives  and  the  lives  of  those  on  board  would  have  been  entirely  at  the  mercy 
of  die  slaves ;  that  the  said  slaves  were  extremely  savage  and  unruly  during  the  whole  of  the  passage, 
and  had  shown  symptoms  of  mutinous  conduct  from  the  first,  and  that  Sequent  attempts  had  been 
made  by  them  to  strangle  one  another ;  and  on  two  occasions  tw9  of  the  said  slaves  were  found  hanging 
by  a  rope  to  the  main  hatchway  quite  dead ;  and  we  believe  that  the  death  of  the  said  two  slaves  was 
not  caused  by  themselves,  but  by  the  other  male  slaves  on  board.  And  we  do  further  declare  that  every 
necessary  attention  was  paid  by  Mr.  Roberts  and  his  prize-crew  to  the  slaves,  and  the  deaths  among 
them  did  not  ensue  through  any  neglect  or  ill  treatment  on  his  part,  or  any  of  his  said  crew." 

Upon  these  late  explanations  we  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  give  any  opinion,  as  the  case  had 
been  finally  adjudged,  and  we  therefore  refrained  from  so  doing. 

Sierra  Leone,  20th  March,  1837.  (Signed)  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 


No.  37. 
His  Majest'ifs  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  July  5.) 

My  Lord^  Sierra  Leone^  23rf  MarcJi,  1837. 

Thb  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Dispatch  of  the  27th  January  last,  covering 
ttie  Translation  of  a  Decree,  issued  at  Lisbon  on  the  lOlh  December  1836,  for  the 
Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  throughout  the  Portuguese  Dominions,  we  beg 
leave  to  acknowledge,  and  to  express  our  satisfaction  that  Portugal  has  been  at 
length  induced  to  make  this  concession  to  the  claims  of  humanity,  which  had  been 
so  long  and  so  justly  hitherto  demanded  of  her  in  vain. 

To  perfect  this  measure  so  tardily  begun,  it  is  essential  that  the  Treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  Portugal  should  be  extended  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  Decree  in 
question,  by  which  means  the  slave  marts  on  this  coast,  now  swarming  with 
vessels  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  might  be  partially  cleared,  for  a  time  at  least, 
of  the  means  of  conveying  the  African  from  his  home  and  friends. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  D-  CAMPBELL. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  GC.B.         WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
Sfc,  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  38. 
His  Majesty  s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  June  15.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  30/A  Mcarcli^  1837. 

His  Majesty's  sloop  **  Columbine,"  on  the  10th  ultimo,  whilst  cruising  in 
the  Bight  of  Benin,  fell  in  with  and  detained  the  Portuguese  schooner  ^^Josephina^ 
having  on  board  350  slaves,  shipped  a  few  days  previously  at  Lagos,  and  bound 
for  the  Havana  market. 

TTie  detained  vessel  reached  this  port  on  the  8th  instant,  when  a  prosecution 
was  institjited  against  her  in  the  oritish  and  Portuguese  Mixed  Commission 
Court,  which  ended  on  the  17th  instant  in  the  condemnation  of  the  schooner  and 
cargo,  and  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  then  amounting  in  number  to  346. 

This  vessel,  your  Lordship  will  observe  by  the  endorsements  on  her  Passport, 
and  which  have  been  described  in  our  Report  of  the  Case,  which  we  have  the 
honour  of  enclosing  herein,  was  employed  in  trading  from  and  to  Bahia,  from 
March  1833,  until  the  voyage  before  that  in  which  she  was  detained,  when  the 
schooner  took  a  cargo  of  Africans  to  Havana,  where  she  arrived  on  the  24th 
December  1835,  as  appears  by  the  Returns  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  at 
that  place. 
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The  Master  of  this  vessel,  who  declared  himself  to  be  a  SftrdimaiH  siFore  tbci 
he  boag^t  her  from  the  agent  of  the  Owner,  Jose  Mazzora,  of  Havana,  who  exe»- 
cuted  a  Bill  of  Sale  in  his  favour,  which  Paper  he  by  accident  left  in  his  lodgings 
in  that  city,  and  that  the  fact  of  h»  Ownership  was  endorsed  on  the  Passport. 
Snch,  however,,  was  not  the  case ;  the  endorsement  alluded  to  merely  eaLpressed 
that  Mazzora  had  appointed  him  to  the  oflSce  o(  Master  of  the  said  vessel. 

The  slaves  were  stated  by  the  Master  to  be  owned  by  Eustaquio  da  Silva  e 
Porte^  a  Portog^uese  merchant  living  at  Lagos,  who  had»  he  said^  made  a  verbal 
agreement  with  him  to  pay  100  doSars  passage-raoney  for  every  slave  delivered 
afive  in  Cuba.  But  little  credence,  however,  can  attach  to  this  nran's  assertions, 
after  bis  denying  the  authority  of  the  Ship's  Papers  as  to  the  Ownership  of  the 
vesseL 

We  have,  Ac- 
(Signed)  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

The  Right  Hon.  discount  Pabmrston,  G.C.B.        WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  ,  ^«. 


Enclosure  in  No.  38. 

Report  of  the  Cate  of  the  Portuguese  Schooner  ''  JosephiiiB,"  Miguel  Angel  Momtam^Mader. 

This  vessel,  in  a  voyage  from  Havana  to  Lagos,  and  tbenee  Imck  to  Havana,  was  captured  in  the 
Bight  of  Benin  on  the  10th  February,  1837,  by  His  Majesty's  sloop  **  Cofawbine,**  Cowwauilei 
Henderson,  for  having  on  board  a  caigo  of  slaves,  and  by  that  Officer  dcvpateked  to  i\m  Cdoiiy  for 
trial,  where  she  arrived  on  the  night  of  the  8th  of  the  following  month. 

The  only  Official  Papers  found  on  board  of  this  schooner  were  a  Passport  and  Muster*roll ;  the 
former  of  which  Documents  was  issued  by  the  Portuguese  Minister  ofMarine  at  Lisbon,  on  the  2TOi 
May,  1832,  for  a  voyage  to  St.  Jago,  Cape  Verde  Islands,  and  the  ports  in  Brazil.  This  Passport 
bears  the  following  official  endorsements : — 

Bahia,  234i  March,  1839.— For  a  voya^  \»  Ha^na,  calltag  oa  tlw  Cms(  of  Afika,  emI  at 

St.  Thomas  and  Princes  Islands,  if  desired. 
Bahia,  .22d  October,  .1833^ — ^No  destination  assigned. 
Bahia^  15th  April,  I83&. — For  a  voyage  to  Cadiz  and  Havana. 

Havana,  16th  March,  1836. — American  Consul's  Certificate  of  a  change  of  Masters  by  the 
authority  of  Jos^  Mazzora,  agent  of  Manuel  dos  Santos,  the  aflegeil'  Owner. 

The  MQster*roU  was  prepared  by  the  Master,  and  certified  by  the  American  Conatil,  in  tli«  sbseac^ 
of  a  representative  of  Portugal 

There  was  vho  found  on  board  a  Log-book,  commencing  on  the  6th  February,  and  ending  4  days 
subsequently  thereto,  at  which  time  she  was  seized,  as  previously  mentioned. 

Immediately  the  detained  vessel  reached  this  port,  the  Marshal  and  Surgeon  ta  the  Courts  made 
their  •ffeial  vi«ii»  en  board*  and  reported  the  result  of  their  inspectieir  in  the  usual  form.  From  the 
Snrgeou's  Report  we  had  the  pleasure  of  learning  that  there  was  very  little  disease  amongst  the  slaves 
of  this  vessel,  6  cases  only  of  dysentery  and  45  of  itch  having  been  marked  for  hospital  treatment,  and 
the  remainder  of  these  people  being  uncommonly  healthy.  The  size  of  the  vessel  was  so  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  number  of  slaves  on  board,  that  their  immediate  disembaricaikm  wae  conaideicd  by  tlie 
Surgeon  necessary.  As  somi^  therefore,  as  the  vessel  had  been  dnly  brought  before  the  Court,  we 
-caused  the  Surgeon's  recommendation  to  be  carried  into  effect,  the  Colonial  Government,  in  the  mean 
time,  having  consented  to  receive  these  people. 

Oa  the  10th  instant  the  Ship's  Papers,  properly  authenticated,  were  lodged  in  Court,  together  with 
the  Declaration  of  the  Captor;  on  which  date  the  Monition  was  sent  forth,  and  the  witneseea  pro- 
duced for  examination. 

The  Declaration  of  the  Captor  was  to  the  effect,  that  on  the  10th  ultimo,  when  in  5°  39'  north 
latitude,  and  2°  45^  east  longitude,  he  detained  the  said  schooner  for  having  on  board  350  slaves,  who 
were,  by  the  Master's  statement,  destined  for  Havana,  and  had  been  shipped  a  few  days  previously  at 
Lagos. 

On  the  13th  instant  the  witnesses  produced  were  examined  by  the  Registrar ;  they  wese  the  said 
Master,  and  Joaquim  Meiitiero,  a  seaman  of  the  detained  vessel. 

The  deposition  of  the  Master  was,  that  he  was  born  at  Genoa,  *'  has  no  settled  place  of  residence* 
considers,  however,  Genoa  as  his  home,  though  he  has  not  been  there  for  the  last  9  years ;  is  serving 
at  present  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  but  the  Ring  of  Sardinia  is  hb  proper  sovereign;  is  not  mai^ 
rie<L  The  vessel  is  his  own  property,  and  he  appointed  himself  to  the  eonimand ;  received  possession 
in  Havana,  in  March,  1836,  from  Jos^  Mazzora,  a  merchant  of  Havana,  and  a  Spanish  subject,  the 
agent  of  the  former  Owner ;  first  saw  the  said  vessel  at  Havana,  in  January  or  February,  1836 ;  believes 
she  is  North  American  built.  He  was  present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  for  having  slaves  on 
board  ;  had  no  colours  but  Portugtiese.  The  vessel  has  never  been  called  by  any  other  name,  to  his 
knowledge,  than  ^Josephina;*  is  120  tons  burthen,  and  had  a  crew  of  19  Officers  and  maruiers» 
exclusive  of  himself,  part  Portuguese  and  part  Spaniards;  all  shipped  and  hired  by  witness  at 
Havana,  in  March,  1836.  None  of  the  Officers  or  mariners  had  any  interest  in  either  vessel  or  cargo; 
had  none  himself  in  the  latter ;  was  Master ;  there  were  3  Spanish  seamen  on  board,  shipped  at 
Adjudah  for  a  passage  to  Havana ;  does  not  remember  their  names ;  they  had  none  of  them  any 
interest  or  authority  in  regard  to  the  vessel  or  cargo.  The  last  clearing  port  was  Havana,  and  the 
present  voyage  began  and  was  to  have  ended  there ;  from  that  place  the  vessel  went  direct  to  Lagos, 
where  the  cargo  was  landed,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Cape  Coast,  where,  after  purchasing  some 
cowries  (80  quintals),  the  vessel  went  to  Adjudah  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  some  letters  ;  declares 
he  does  not  know  who  the  persons  are  from  whom  he  received  those  letters  for  Cbar-Chnr  and  Zan- 
groni ;  thence  retnmed  to  Lagos,  where  slaves  were  shipped.  The  capturing  vessel  was  first  seen  on 
the  9th  March,  in  5^  39^  north  latitude,  and  29  45'  east  longitude;  capture  took  place  on  the  same 
day,  about  2  hours  after  the  chase  commenced ;  witness's  vessel  was  steering  for  Havana  when  par- 
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swd ;  It  wt»  calm  wl  Qf^  time,  mad  the  seizure  was  effected  by  means  of  the  boats  of  the  man-of-war. 
The  Veatel's  Papers  were  for  Logos  and  Princes.  There  was  no  gun  mounted,  but  only  10  muskets, 
and  as  many  cutlasses  for  defence,  and  to  keep  the  slaves  in  awe ;  there  was  no  resistance  made,  or 
instructions  given  to  avoid  capture,  or  to  conceal  or  destroy  any  cf  the  VtssePs  Papers.  He  is  sole 
Owner  of  ftie  wsseL  Thece  was  a  Bili  of  Sale  fiwn  Job6  Mazssora  as  agent,  for  the  former  Owner, 
wkoee  «ame  he  does  not  recoUecl ;  but  it  is  endorsed  on  jtUe  Passport  by  the  American  Consul  at 
Havana ;  it  was  dated  on  the  27th  February,  and  witnei^ed  by  Pasquel  Pluma,  a  Spaniard,  and 
Francisco  Caldras,  a  Portuguese,  both  merclumts  of  Havana;  witness  left  the  said  Bill  behind  him 
(having  forgotten  it)  at  the  house  where  he  hoarded  at  Havana ;  the  price  was  29400  dollars  paid  in 
cash,  and  was  a  fair  eqvdvtdent  for  tke  Tessel,  and»  if  restored,  the  vessel  will  belong  to  witness,  and  tf 
no  other  person ;  there  was  no  private  agreement.  The  Owner  of  the  slaves  is  one  Don  Eustaquio 
da  Silva  Porte,  a  Portuguese  noerchant  residing  at  Lagos ;  believes  he  has  lived  there  about  8  or  9 
years,  and  that  he  formerly  resided  at  Lisbon;  witness  was  the  Lader  and  Consignee  of  tibe  slaves,  who 
were  to  have  been  landed  on  the  Coast  af  Havana  on  account  and  risk  of  Don  Eustaquio,  andt  if 
restored,  will  bek>ng  to  the  said  Eustaquio.  He  knows  nothing  about  the  Inst  voyage ;  the  cargo 
^shipped  at  Havana  in  the  present  was.  rum  and  dry  goods,  the  present  cargo  is  slaves;  350  were 
shipped  altogether  fvora  the  shore,  does  not  recollect  their  descriptions ;  none  died  before  capture,  4 
hav^.  died  since;  was  taken  direct  to  Sierra  Leone  after  capture.  The  Passport  and  other  Papers 
were  and  are  alt  true  and  fair.  No  Papers  were  destroyed,  concealed,  or  made  away  with.  There 
are  no  other  Papers  besides  those  delivered  up,  and  the  Bill  of  Sale,  in  any  place,  to  his  knowledge. 
There  was  a  written  Charter-party  between  Ramon  Font,  a  resident  merchant  of  Havana,  and  witness, 
to  take  a  cargo  to  Lagos ;  the  freight  was  1,800  dollars,  and  having  expired  on  the  cargo  being  landed, 
witness  (the  balance  of  the  freight,  350  dollars,  being  paid  by  Don  Eustaquio)  delivered  up  the  said 
Charter-party  to  that  person,  and  entered  into  a  verbal  agreement  with  him  to  take  the  slaves  found 
on  bootd  across  to  Havana,  to  receive  100  dollars  for  each  surviving  slave  landed  there.  The  vessel 
ifljioiiasiired,  cannot  say  whether  the  cargo  is  not;  the  vessel  was  under  witness's  sole  management 
an  vcgard  to  her  trade." 

The  evidence  of  the  seaman  Mentiero  confirmed  that  of  the  Master,  as  far  as  it  went.  He  added, 
timt  he  first  ^w  this  vessel  about  October,  1 835,  on  the  Gold  Coast,  when  she  ought,  according  to 
tbe  endarsement  on  her  Passport,  to  have  been  on  her  voyage  from  Bahia  to  Cadiz  and  Havana.  It 
may,  therefore,  be  inferred  that  the  last  voyage  of  this  vessel,  which  was  to  Havana,  was  with  a  cargo 
of  slaves  from  Africa,  as  she  is  reported  in  the  Havana  Lists  as  having  arrived  on  the  24th  December, 
1835,  from  this  Coast. 

The  Case  for  the  prosecutioB  closed,  with  the  filing  of  the  Prize-Officer's  Affidavits  of  the  deaths 
which  had  occurred  among  the  slaves  of  this  vessel  during  their  passage  hither,  and  by  which  it 
appeared  a  niortality  of  only  4  had  taken  place. 

Publication  passed  in  this  Case  on  the  16th  instant,  and  the  Monition,  which  was  issued  on  the 
10th,  was  retiu«ed  into  Court  on  the  17th  Ibllowing,  certified  to  have  been  duly  served. 

The  Court  assembled  on  the  17th  instant  for  the  adjudication  of  this  Case,  when  a  sentence  was 
recorded  of  condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  her  cargo  to  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  Por- 
higaL  and  emancipatioa  of  the  surviving  346  slaves. 

(Signed)  H.  B.  CAMPBELL. 

Serra  Letme^  SO/A  March,  1837.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 


No.  39. 
Hi9  Mqfesty's  C(mfm§8ianers  to  Viscmml  Pahnerston. — {Received  June  15.) 
Mt  Lord^  Sierra  Leone  30th  March,  1837. 

In  this  Despatch^  enclosing  our  Report  of  the  Case  of  the  Portuguese 
schooner  *^  Latona,'*  we  have  again  to  bring  under  your  Lordship^s  ribtice  a  fresh 
instance  of  a  vessel  obtaining  a  set  of  Official  Papers  from  the  Government  of 
Princes  and  St  Thomas's,  in  exchange  for  those  under  which  she  had  come 
to  the  Coast  from  Bahia,  in  a  similar  manner  to  that  reported  of  the  Por- 
tuguese brig  ''  ISsperanga*  on  the  25th  October  last.  Provided  with  the  papers 
alluded  to,  the  "  Latona''  appears  to  have  lo^  no  time  in  getting  back  to 
Whydah,  where  she  shortly  afterwards  embarked  a  cargo  of  325  Africans,  with 
whom  she  was  proceeding  to  Havana,  when  His  Majesty's  sloop  ''Columbine" 
detained  ber  off  Whydah  on  the  4th  ultimo.  On  her  arrival  at  Sierra  Leone  the 
usual  proseetiticM  was  instituted,  and  terminated  on  the  17th  instant  in  the  con- 
demnation of  the  vessel. 

The  names  of  two  well  known  persons  engaged  in  slave-adventures,  De  Lowsa, 
aUas  Char  Char,  of  Whydah,  and  Zangroni,  appear  in  the  transactions  connected 
with  the  employment  of  this  vessel.  The  evidence  given  by  the  Master,  De  Car- 
yalho,  explcuns  in  what  way  these  two  individuals  were  concerned  at  various  times 
in  the  affairs  of  the  "  Latona"  The  notoriety  of  De  Lowsa.  as  one  of  the  most 
active  slave-dealers  on  this  Coast,  requires  no  comment.  The  name  of  Zangroni 
is  mentioned  in  the  Case  of  the  "  Mo^ca,"  condemned  on  the  7th  September,  1836, 
as  Owner  of  that  vessel,  which,  like  the  "  Latona,'*  had  sailed  from  Bahia  on  a 
Slave  Trading  voyage.  In  Mr.  Ouseley's  Report  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave 
Trade  at  Bahia,  enclosed  to  your  Lordship  by  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  in  a  Etespatch  dated  the  10th  November,  1835,  the  particular  nature  of 
Zangroni's  business  is  thus  described.     On  mentioning  the  destination  of  slave- 
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vessels,  fitted  out  at  Bahia,  on  their  homeward  voyages,  Mr.  Ouselev  says,  that 
"  if,  for  Cuba^  to  which  Island  (the  *  Mosca"  and  this  vessel  were  thither  bound) 
the  greater  nunaber  of  vessels  under  Foreign  colours  go,  they  are  nearly  all  con- 
signed to  '  Zangroni^'  a  noted  slave-dealer  at  the  Havana.  Zangroni's  bills  on 
London  are  well  known  in  many  mercantile  places,  and  are  readily  ne&fotiated  at 
Bahia,  &c." 

The  "  Latona*  formerly  bore  the  name  of  the  ''  Maria  de  Gloria^''  and  her  last 
Owner  is  said  to  have  been  Joao  Antonio  Chaves,  a  Portuguese  resident  merchant 
of  Bahia. 

The  "Z/afowa"  and  ^^  JosepMnar  previously  reported  under  this  date,  were 
bpth  prizes  to  His  Majesty's  sloop  ''^  Columbine ;"  were  seized  within  a  week  of 
each  other  in  the  Bight  of  Benin  ;  and  were  both  belonging  to  the  port  of  Bahia. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

Tht  Right  Hon.  Fiscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.         WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  ^     Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  39. 

Report  of  the  Case  of  ilie  Portuguese  Schooner  "  Latona,**  Joze  Gervasio  de  Carvalho^  Master. 

The  Portuguese  schooner  "  Latona'  was  furnished  with  the  Ship's  Papers  for  the  recent  voyage  by 
the  Provisional  Government  of  Princes  and  St.  Thomas's  Islands.  These  Documents  are  three  in 
number,  and  of  the  following  description : 

1.  Passport,  signed  by  the  Provisional  Junta,  and  dated  at  Princes,  the  15th  December,  1836.  The 
Owner  is  stated  to  be  a  resident  of  Bahia,  Joao  Antonio  Chaves.  The  West  Indies,  with  permission  to 
visit  the  ports  of  the  African  Continent,  is  the  destination  pointed  out  for  the  vessel. 

2.  A  List  of  crew,  dated  the  17th  December,  1836. 

3.  Fort  Pass,  dated  the  9th  December,  1836. 

After  this  stage  of  the  voyage,  the  "  Latona^*  directed  her  course  to  Whydah,  where  the  notorious^ 
"  Zangronr  completed  the  shipment  of  the  cargo  of  slaves,  On  the  following  day,  the  4th  February, 
1837,  His  Majesty's  sloop  Columbine  fell  in  with  this  schooner  oflf  Whydah,  and  captured  her  with 
325  negroes  on  board. 

Tiie  detained  vessel  arrived  here  on  the  9th  instant,  and  was  then  visited  by  the  Marshal  and 
Surgeon  to  the  Courts,  whose  respective  reports  as  to  the  facts  of  seizure,  and  the  health  of  the  slaves, 
were  received  on  the  same  day.  The  Surgeon's  report  was  very  favourable.  Of  the  325  slaves 
originally  captured,  but  4  deaths  had  taken  place  on  the  passage  up,  on^  of  which  was  accidental,  being 
caused  by  drowning  ;  only  12  were  marked  for  medical  treatment;  and  the  remainder  of  them  bore 
*'  a  very  healthy  appearance.'*  But  from  a  statement  of  the  Prize-Officer,  that  2  convalescent  slaves 
had,  in  his  opinion,  been  afflicted  with  the  small-pox,  the  identity  of  which  disease,  however,  could  not 
then  be  clearly  ascertained  by  the  medical  officer,  his  recommendation  for  their  immediate  landing  was 
accompanied  with  the  suggestion  of  the  propriety,  by  way  of  precaution,  of  preventing  all  present  com- 
munication with  the  slaves  of  this  vessel.  This  was  accomplished  by  placing  them  at  the  Kissy  lazaretto, 
which  was  set  apart  for  their  use ;  and  in  this  way  was  avoided  the  risk  of  the  extension  of  the  conta- 
gion, should  the  doubts  as  to  the  existence  of  the  small-pox  prove  correct.  Happily,  however,  it  was 
found,  after  some  time,  that  they  had  not  that  disease  amongst  them  ;  and  shortly  after  their  eman- 
cipation they  were  taken  from  quarantine 

The  prosecution  commenced  on  the  10th  instant.  The  Papers  and  Declaration  were  then  filed,  and 
the  order  for  the  issue  of  the  Monition,  and  the  evidence  to  be  taken,  was  made  by  the  Court. 

The  substance  of  Commander  Henderson's  Declaration  is,  that  capture  took  place  on  the  4th 
ultimo,  in  latitude  5°  34'  north,  and  longitude  2**  28'  east ;  that  the  detained  vessel  was  under  Portu- 
guese colours,  and  bound  firom  Whydah  to  Havana ;  and  that  there  were  325  slaves  on  board,  said 
to  have  been  embarked  the  day  previous  at  Whydah. 

The  Master,  JoztJ  Gervasio  de  Carvalho,  and  the  Boatswain,  Manoel  Estramadura,  were  the  wit- 
nesses in  preparatory.     I'he  Registrar  severally  examined  them  on  the  13th  instant. 

The  first  deposed,  that  **  he  was  born  at  Ville  de  Conde,  near  Oporto ;  has  lived  at  Bahia  for  the  last 
12  or  14  years,  but  has  never  served  any  State  but  Portugal ;  was  appointed  to  the  command  by  Joao 
Antonio  Chaves,  a  resident  merchant  at  Bahia,  and  a  Portuguese  subject;  possession  was  given  to 
witness  by  the  said  Chaves  in  October  1835,  at  Bahia;  first  saw  the  said  vessel  there  about  3  years 
ago  ;  she  was  built  in  North  America.  Was  present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  for  having  slaves ; 
had  no  colotirs  but  Portuguese.  The  vessel  is  called  *  Latond*  she  was  formerly  called  ^  Maria  de 
Gloria;*  is  126  tons  burthen, and  has  17  Officers  and  mariners, exclusive  of  Master,  some  Portuguese, 
some  Spaniards,  all  hired  and  shipped  by  witness,  part  at  Bahia  in  October  1835,  and  the  others  at 
Princes  Island  in  December  1836,  and  at  Adjudah  in  January  last,  to  replace  some  of  the  crew  who 
had  died.  Neither  he  nor  any  other  of  the  Officers  or  mariners  had  any  interest  in  either  the  vessel  or 
cargo ;  was  Master  on  board ;  there  was  1  passenger,  a  Spanish  seaman,  whose  name  witness  is  not 
acquainted  with ;  he  was  taken  on  board  at  Adjudah,  for  a  passage  to  Havana,  and  had  no  interest  or 
authority  in  regard  to  vessel  or  cargo.  The  last  clearing  port  was  Princes  Island ;  the  present  voyage 
began  at  Bahia,  and  was  to  have  ended  at  Havana;  from  Bahia  the  vessel  went  to  Adjudah,  where 
she  arrived  in  December  1835,  and  where  she  remained  4  months  waiting  for  her  cargo,  and  then  went, 
to  Badagry  and  Porto  Nova,  with  tobacco  and  other  goods  shipped  by  Char  Char,  and  returned  to 
Adjudah  in  July,  where  she  remained  till  October,  and  then  proceeded  to  Princes  to  get  another  Pass- 
port, the  one  Irom  Bahia  being  for  that  place,  and  having  become  old  ;  from  Princes  again  returned 
to  Adjudah,  where  she  arrived  in  December  last,  and  remained  there  until  the  cargo  of  slaves  was 
shipped.  The  capturing  vessel  was  first  seen  about  9  leagues  from  Adjudah,  on  the  4th  February, 
and  capture  took  place  there  ;  and  then  the  weather  being  calm,  the  boats  of  the  man-of-war  seized  the 
*  Latona;^  witness  was  steering  for  Havana  at  the  time  of  capture.      No  resistance  was  made, 
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there  were  no  instructions  to  make  any,  or  to  avoid  capture,  or  for  concealing  or  destroying  any  of  the 
Vessers  Papers.  Joao  Antonio  Chaves  is  the  Owner  of  the  vessel ;  knows  it  because  he  has  seen  it  in 
the  Bill  of  Sale ;  Chaves  is  a  Portuguese  by  birth,  and  resided  in  Portugal  before  he  lived  at  Bahia. 
The  Bill  of  Sale  is  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Chaves,  at  Bahia ;  does  not  know  the  date,  or  the 
names  of  the  witnesses  to  the  said  Document ;  does  not  know  the  price  of  the  vessel ;  has  heard  it  was 
paid,  but  cannot  tell  in  what  description  of  money ;  believes  the  sale  was  a  true  one,  and  that  the 
Teasel  will  belong  to  no  one  but  Chaves  if  restored ;  knows  of  no  private  agreement.  The  Owner  and 
lader  of  the  slaves  is  Joao  Jos<$  Zangroni,  merchant  of  Havana,  but  at  present  trading  on  the  Coast ; 
does  not  know  what  countryman  Zangroni  is,  or  where  he  resided  before  he  lived  at  Havana  ;  witness 
is  himself  the  Consignee  of  the  said  slaves,  who  were  to  have  been  landed  on  the  south  side  of  Havana 
on  account  and  nsk  of  Zangroni,  and  they  will  belong  to  him,  and  no  other  person,  if  restored ;  knows 
ity  because  Zangroni  freighted  the  vessel.  The  lading  brought  from  Bahia  was  cloth,  aguardiente,  and 
tobacco ;  the  present  cargo  is  slaves ;  325  were  shipped  altogether,  all  from  the  shore  ;  does  not  re- 
member their  descriptions,  none  died  before  capture,  some,  but  he  does  not  know  how  many,  have  died 
sinoe ;  was  taken  direct  to  Sierra  Leone  after  capture.  The  Papers  were  and  are  all  true  and  fair. 
No  Papers  were  destroyed,  concealed,  or  made  away  with.  Does  not  know  if  the  vessel  or  cargo  be 
insured  ;  the  vessel  was  under  the  direction  of  Zangroni,  who  is  the  correspondent  of  Chaves  in  re- 
gard to  her  trade,  and  witness  corresponds  with  these  2  persons.     Bulk  was  broken  at  Atijudah." 

No  new  matter  could  be  elicited  from  the  second  witness,  whose  evidence  was  very  limited,  from  his 
having  been  only  engaged  at  Whydah  a  short  time  before  the  embarkation  of  the  slaves. 

The  Prixe-Officer's  Affidavit  as  to  the  extent  of  the  mortality  amongst  the  slaves,  since  capture  to 
the  present  period,  showed  that  only  4  deaths  had  occurred,  a  number  unusually  small. 

The  publication  of  the  Case,  as  above  detailed,  was  granted  on  the  16th  instant ;  and  on  the  day 
after,  the  Monition  having  then  become  due,  the  Court  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  the  "  Loiona*^  The 
charge  of  illegal  slave-tniding  being  fully  confirmed  by  evidence,  a  sentence  of  condemnation  was 
passed  upon  the  Portuguese  schooner  **  Latona,**  as  joint  prize  to  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and 
FDrtagal,  and  the  surviving  820  slaves,  by  a  similar  Decree,  received  the  benefits  of  emancipation. 

(Signed)  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

Sierra  Leone,  SOth  March,  1 887.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

No  40. 
His  Majesty  8  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  June  15.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  6th  April,  1837. 

In  our  Despatch  of  the  4tfa  ultimo,  we  had  the  honour  of  communicating 
to  your  Lordship  the  condemnation  of  the  Portuguese  slave-brig  **  Paquete  m 
Caoo  VerdSy*  which  vessel  wns  sold  by  Public  Auction  on  the  11th  ultimo,  and 
there  bought  by  Mr.  John  Dean  Lake,  a  merchant  of  this  place,  and  formerly  a 
practitioner  in  tKe  Mixed  Courts. 

To-day  the  said  vessel  left  this  port  under  Spanish  colours,  and  we  found,  on 
inquiry  at  the  Custom-house,  that  she  had  cleared  out  under  her  old  name  for 
Havana  with  a  crew  of  18  men,  and  not  having  any  cargo  on  board. 

The  Master  and  alleged  Owner  of  this  vessd  is  the  notorious  Miguel  Bertinote, 
oMas  Mahoel  de  Barros,  the  agent  as  well  on  this  as  on  a  former  occasion  of  Pedro 
Blanco,  the  Spanish  slave-dealer  of  the  Galinas,  and  respecting  hb  connexion 
with  whom  we  laid  before  your  Lordship  a  particular  account,  in  our  Despatch 
of  the  7th  December  of  last  year,  on  the  subject  of  the  confiscation  of  the  Portu- 
guese brigantine  "  VigUante.** 

The  name  of  Mr.  Lake  appears  in  the  abovementioned  Despatch  as  one  of  the 
channels  of  communication  with  Rae  and  Hornell,  on  Bertinote  purchasing  the 
"  rigilante''  from  that  firm. 

We  have  not  been  enabled  to  learn  positively  whether  the  vessel  passed  direct 
fit>m  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lake  into  those  of  Miguel  Bertinote,  but  it  is  the  prevalent 
opinion  here  that  no  intermediate  transfer  took  place. 

We  have,  &c. 
(SignedJ  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  41. 

His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  June  24.) 
Mt  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  6th  May  1837. 

Enclosed  in  this  communication  is  forwarded  our  Report  of  the  Case  of 
the  Portuguese  schooner  ''  Carlota,''  captured  by  His  Majest/s  sloop  *'Champion" 
in  the  West  Indies,  on  the  1st  December  1836.  The  slaves  forming  the  cargo  of 
the  "  Carlota''  were  landed  at  Honduras,  and  the  vessel  itself,  from  her  unsea- 
worthy  condition,  was  also  left  at  that  settlement. 
Class  A.  I 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


58  SIERRA  LEONE.     {Poriugal) 

A  Prize  Officer,  with  the  witnessed  and  documentary  evidence  in  theOase^ 
arrived  in  this  Colony  in  His  Majesty's  schooner  "  Pindber"  on  the  SSd  ultimo. 
The  prosecution  commenced  immediately  after  this  events  and  terminated  on  ike 
2d  instant  by  the  condehmation  of  the  **  Carina'  in  the  British  add  Pdrtoguese 
Miied  Court.  The  survivors  of  the  20?  slaves  remaining  at  Honduras  were  on 
the  same  occasion  declared  free. 

It  appeared  from  the  evidence  elicited  from  the  witnesses,  that  the  '^  Carhta" 
not  only  obtained  her  ship's  Papers  from  the  Provisional  Government  of  Prince's 
and  St.  Thomas's,  but  was  the  property  of  a  resident  and  native  of  the  latter 
Island,  Joze  Barboza  k  Paiva.  From  Prince's,  in  July  last,  the  **  CarhtcT  pro- 
ceeded to  Whydah,  consigned  to  the  notorious  Zangroni^  who  bought  and  dipped 
the  slaves  for  the  vessel.  The  character  of  this  slave  trader  has  been  iuHy 
described  in  our  Despatch  to  your  Lordship,  of  the  25th  April  last,  to  which  we 
would  beg  to  draw  attention. 

By  the  Log-book  of  the  detained  vessel,  it  appeared  that,  in  addition  to  ihe 
name  of  *'  Carlota'  she  also  bore  that  of  "  Mo^quitof' 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  COfLE. 

The  Itight  Hon.  discount  Pabnerston,  0;C.B.         WALTER  W.  LEWIS- 
^e.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  41. 

Report  efike'Ccme  tf  ihe  Portuguese  schooner^  "  Carlota,"  alias  ^  Uosqtuto,''  Miguel  Pau/o^Hastec 

This  Portngueee  «ki¥e-¥efieel  received  her  official  ship's  Pi^pexs  from  the  Gorenunetit  of  Prince's 
Isktiid  in  the  month  of  July  of  last  year.     These  consist  of: — 

1.  Fort-pass. 

2.  Fassjpori4 
8.  Muster-rolL 

Ail  (^  the  above  Papers  declare  the  '^  Carlotd**  to  have  been  bonnd  thence  on  a  lawful  tradiQ|r 
voyage  to  the  Island  of  Cuba,  with  permission  to  visit  the  ports  of  the  African  continent.  There  itre 
also  othmrDocuments,  which  were  found  on  board  at  the  timfe  of  ^eilure,  of  a  more  private  nature,  but 
BtiU  dosely  connected  with  Ihe  transactions  of  ihevoyoge.  Amongst  them  is  a  Log<-bo^ ;  a  list  of 
•slaves  purchased  and  shipped  at  Whydah,  with  the  names  oT  the  sellers,  and  also  Of  tfa^  Cbnsigitti^ 
the  notorious  Zangroni;  and  a  bundle  of  Notes,  principally  addressed  4>yZangroni  to  Hie  Master, 
whilst  the  vesMl  was  laying  at  Whydah. 

After  having  completed  a  shipment  of  slaves  at  Whydah,  through  the  medium  of  ZafigtOBi,  4falB 
vessel  successfully  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  cruizers  on  the  African  station,  and  had  nearly  rsachdd 
her  homeward  destination,  the  Island  of  Cuba,  when  she  was  seized,  whilst  thus  tranfigresiMng  th€?  laws 
of  Portugal,  "by  His  Majesty's  sloop  "Champion,**  Commtmder  Fair.  Such 'was  the  badconditfon^ 
the  prize  that  the  Captor  was  necessitated  to  cariy  her  direct  to  Honduras,  where  the  riffrea  w«K 
hmdtd  and  placed  hi  the  custody  of  the  Acting  Superintendent,  and  the  vessel  itself  left,  Ihmi  beii%  in 
astaie  of  unseaworthiness,  and  quite  unequal  to  performing  a  second  voyage  across  the  Atlantic. 

The  Report  of  a  Survey,  held  upon  the  condition  of  this  vessel  by  direction  of  the  Acting  Sopei^ 
'intendent  at  Honduras  on  the  12tii  December,  1836,  fully  bears  oUt  the  Captoi^  opinion  as  to 41k 
inoseaworlhiAess  of  his  prize.  The  Surveyors  state,  that  *^  the  deck  is  in  a  deplorable  state,  Inmog 
-been  patched  in  a  great  many  places,  and  some  holes  filled  up  with  pitch  only,  no  doubt  to  pnelreat 
the  water  from  running  down  into  the  vessel's  hold. 

*'  llie  stern  frame  and  transom  completely  rotten  and  in  a  veTy1)ad  Tonditiun,  and  *wauaj^-^  ihe 
'Wooden  ends  hsrve  started. 

*'  The  bowsprit  and  bits  completely  unfit  Uii  use,  and  the  Icnight  heads  rotten  and  not  to  Im 
depended  upon. 

*'  The  fore-mast  sprung  about  2  feet  above  the  deck.  The  pomp  on  the  Btarboard^side  tmfit  ibr 
use ;  the  pump  on  the  larboard-side  very  little  better. 

*^  The  anchors  and  chains  (cables)  are  completely  worn  out  and  not  trustworthy,  and,  vven  If  goxiB, 
are  not  calculated  for  a  vessel  of  her  siae« 

*'  The  sails  and  rigging  are  in'  a  deplorable  state ;  the  former  apparently  very  old  and  much  torn, 
the  latter  entirely  rotten  and  not  to  be  depended  upon. 

'^  The  top-sides  are  in  a  complete  state  of  decay,  and  especially  imder  her  quarters.  Shehast^en 
much  patched  with  small  pieces  of  plank,  is  in  a  very  leaky  state,  and  we  consider  hern  complete  wrdck 
and  quite  unfit  to  go  to  sea. 

^'  In  short,  we  are  of  opinion**,  it  would  be  risking  the  lives  of  the  crew  to  send  the  said  schooner 
'*Carlota*  to  sea,  even  on  a  short  voyage,  far  less  to  Sierra  Leone,  for  adjudication  j  and  we  recom- 
mend her  to  be  sold,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 

"  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  at  Belize,  Honduras,  this  12th  day  of  December,  183<6.    . 

(Signed)  "  JAMES  MACDONALD,  Merchant. 

"  JOHN  HUNTER,  Master- Manner. 
"  GEORGE  LE  GEYT,  Master-BmUbf.*' 

A  JBtiie  Officer,  with  the  witnesses  in  the  Case  and  the  Papers  before  mentioned,  arrived  at  this 

place  on  the  23d  ultimo  in  His  Majesty's  schooner  **  Pincher,"  direct  from  the  West  Indies.     On  the 

ibilowing  day  the  Papers  were  fil^  in  Court,  and  the  usual  «l8pB;taken  i«r  prssecuthngthe  ^*  Carl^ta^^ 

under  the  sanction  of  the  Mixed  Coart.    The  Monilion  then  iasued|  cttiag  all  interested  parties  Xo 

.  appear  in  support  of  their  claims,  if  th^  had  ai^y  to  advance. 

The  Captor  made  two  Declarations  :  the  one,  in  full,  setting  forth  the  various  circumstances  of  the 
seizure,  and  the  other  a  supplementary  one,  assigning  the  reasons  for  disembaiiiing  the  alaves  at 
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HoocKuras.:  The  first  states  that  tb€  capture. took  place  on  the  1st  December,  1836,  in  latitude 
flriS'  north,  and  longitude  78^  87'  west;  that  the  detailed  vessel  wad,  at  that  time,  boadd  il*om 
iMydait  toCftba  ;  and  that  tlbere  were  oiif  board  dOd-skMes^  «M  to  have  beea  embariod  «|  VRhjKlahi. 
lie  SMoad  DwrJawiiion  sftys,  that  Ccnunawier  Fair  ma^conniaUed. ti>  laad.th^  slaves  at  Hoo^^ras  ^f 
aoiQ^Bt^-^he  '*  *  C^urlota*^'  ufisaaworthiness,  leBky  stat^^  imperfect  aquipmont,  and  scarcity  of  provbions. 
aa4  water."  To  this  Paper  is  attached  an  Affidavit  of  thie  Senior  Lieutenant  and  Surgeon  of  His 
Majesty's  sloop  **  Champion,"  attested  bef5re  the  Magrtstrates  at  Belize,  confirmatory  of  ite  conlettib*  *' 

1^  Captor's  Proctor  likewise  filed  an  Affidavit  of  the  Prize  Officer  o»  Uie  28d  uUimok  in  farifihcatiott 
of  the  feet  of  the  slavas  of  the  *^  Qariaid*  having;  hnan  dis^mbarkad.  at  IIopdur«s«  aad  receivad  by  ihe 
Ooverament  of  that  Goloujf.  The  Collectar's  Aeceipt  for  those  slaves,  203  in  number,  was,  at  the 
Vfsm  tune  lodged  in  Courts 

The  Master,  Mi^el  Paulo,  and  a  passenger  named  Juan  Parisien,  were  examined  onr  the  standing; 
riilent><ratorie9  on  the  96th  ultimo.  i   i 

lltt!  MaaleB^toposed.  that  ^  he  wae  bora  at  Viciaat  w  Pof  tu§»U  ha&  no  regular  place  ef  residence* 
heuig  almost  eoastanily  at  s«a  v  has  never  served  any  State  p^it  Portugal  Was  appointed  to  thfi 
command  by  the  owner  of  the  vessel  *  Jozi  Barloza  Paiva,*  a  Portuguese,  and  resident  of  St. 
Thomas',  who  gave  him  possession  of  the  same  there  in  June  1896;  first  saw  the  vessel  there,  tind 
then;  believes  she  was  built  in  Baltimore.  Was  on  board  at  the  tiaie  of  captnre ;  the  vesttl  was 
aeiied  for  having  slaves  on  boai4;  had  OP  cofeurs  but  Portuguese.  {las  never  heard  of  any  other 
name  but '  Carlota^  she  was  80  tons  burtheiK  and  had  17.  Officers  and  mariners,  exclusive  of  witness, 
of  diffisreiit  aations,  Portuguese,  Spaniards,  Brazilians,  Italians,  some  shipped  before  witness  joined 
the  vessel  at  St.  Thomas*,  and  the  rest  by  witness  at  Prince's  in  July  last.  Had  an  interest  to  the 
extent  of  1,000 dollars  in  the  vessel  and  cargo;  nanc  others  of  the  O&ers  or  manners  had  any 
interest  ia  either  ; .  was  Master  on  board,  there  was  one  passenger  at  the  time  of  seizure,  a  Spanish 
seaman,  (whose  name  he  does  not  remember,)  embarked  at  Princes  for  Havana  by  orders  of  the 
Goverument.  The  voyage  began  at  St.  Thomas',  and  was  to  have  ended  at  Cuba ;  the  last  clearing 
port  was  Prince's,  from  Prince's  the  vessei  ^iroceeded  to  A^^iidah,  where  the  slaves  were  shipped. 
The  capturing  vessel  was  first  seen  abc«itt4Q  mites  south  of  Cuba  on  the  1st  December  last,  and  cap- 
ture took  place  on  the  same  day ;  the  chase  lasted  about  3  or  4  hours,  and  witness  tried  all  he  could 
to  escape ;  the  *  Carloia^  was  steering  for  Cuba  when  pursued.  No  resistance  was  made^  there  were 
il«^]iistTuetions  to  desttpy  oir  conceal  any  of  the  vessel's  Papers.  The  Owner  of  the  vessel  is  Jozt^ 
Barboza  Paiva,  knows  it  from  having  been  appointed  to- the  command  by  him,  and  by  the  vessel's 
Pi^jers  ;  bdicves  he  had  always  resided  at  St.  Thomas'  where  he  was  bora.  Believes  there  i^  a  Bill 
of  Su]e  in  the  Owner's  possession,  hut  has  never  seen  it;  does^  not  know  what  was  t&e  price  c^  ib& 
vessel ;  knows  of  no  private  agreement.  Barbeca  is  part  owner  of  the  cargo,  and  there  avt  three  or 
iwv  olhera iatere^ted^  whose  names  he  does  not  remember;  Zangroni  was  the  lader  of  the  oargv^ 
whieh  wsis  consigned  to  a  hom  in  Cuba,  does  not  know  the  name ;  the  slaves  were  to  have  baeu 
•bmded  ia  Cuba  on  account  aal  risk  of  the  Owners,  whose  names  he  does  not  remcaubeiv  but  they 
will  be  found  amongst  the  vessel's  Pajjers,  and  believes  if  the  cargo  be  restored  it  will  behuig^lo  the 
petflons  he  has  spoken  of.  Knows  nothing  of  the  last  vovago;  ths  cargo  shipped  at  PtiooeS  on  the 
preeent  vras  mm ;  f08  skores  were  shipped  ahogether,  aA  from  the  short  at  Adjttdah.  The  vcttel 
was  taken  to  Belize  after  capture.  The  Papeis  found  or  board  were  all  true  and  &i^«  No  Papers 
Wtoe  destroyed,  concealed,  or  aiade  away  wi^. in  aay  Hmoner.  Neither  the  vessel  Bor  cargi»  waoc: 
inaiTed  to  bis  knowledge,  the  vessel  was  under  Zangroni*s  nsaiiagemoiit  in  re^rd  to  her  trade.** 

.  The  evidtnce  of  the  passenger  was  necessarily  very  limited,  on  account  of  his  having  only  enharked 
on  board  the  vessel  at  Whydab,  hut  there  appeared  in  it  no  matter  contradictory  of  the  M aater'a 
tastinony. 

.  Publication  of  the  Case  passed  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and  the  Monidoa  having  expired  on  the  U 
hialant,  the  Comrt  then  adjudged  the  case.  The  illegal  nature  of  the  vessel's  anpioymeiit  being 
B^poad  qtt«tion»  a  sentence  of  condemnation  was  recorded  against  the  Portuguese  schooner  ^  Carkfta^ 
and  the  sarvivors  of  the  203  negroes  landed  at  Behoe,  were  at  the  same  \jtm%,  declared  free. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  COLE. 

96^a  Leone^  Bth  May,  1637.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 


No.  42. 
XBt  Mt^stjf^s  Cammwiatiers  to  Flscount  Paknier9ton. — (Received  S^ptemBer  12.) 

ifr  liORD,  Sierra  Leone,  ^Otk  June,  1837. 

His  Majesty's  bri^  ''  Charybdis,"  Lieutenant  Mercer,  Coumuuidec^  when 
cnuzing  off  Lagos  on  tne  llth  ultimb,  detained  the  Partuga€6e  dis^^^sohMiier 
* Lafcfgeiter  with  a  cargo  of.  448  Africans,  shipped  the  previous  day  at  that  port. 
The  eaptured  schooner  reached  this  Colony  on  the  6th  instant^  and  the  proceedings 
Lofldtuted  agaiost  her  by  the  seizors  terminated  on  the  16th  fij^wing  in  the  coa- 
clamiation  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  emancipation  of  441  da¥#s,  the  survivofs 
of  those  seized 

This  vessel  was  found  sailing  under  a  Passport  from  ^he  Minister  of  Marine  at 
Lisbon,,  dated  in  November  1835,  and  which  showed  her  then  to  have  beea 
destined  to  the  povts  of  BraziL  The  first  official  endorsement  upon  this  doeur 
ment  is  dated  the  13th  September,  1836,  at  some  port  in  Brazil,  which  however 
IE  iii>t  mai^oned.  Within  3  weeks  from  that  time  the  schooner  was  at  Bahia, 
Mosigned  to  the  house  of  Almeida  and  Costa.  And  on  the  4th  March  last  she 
eleared  from  Bahia  for  Princes'  and  St.  Thomas'  Islands  on  this  coast. 
As  it  is  not  probable^  that  the  "  Lafayette*^  was  occupied  between  November, 
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1835,  and  September,  1836,  in  making  her  voyage  fi-om  lisbon  to  Brazil/it  may 
fairly  be  suspected,  that  she  came  from  Portugal  direct  to  this  coast,  on  a  similar 
errand  to  that  which  has  now  been  hiappily  frustrated ;  and  was  on  that  occasion 
successful  in  crossing  the  Atlantic  with  a  cargo  of  human  beings  for  the  market  of 
Bahia,  or  some  adjacent  port.  The  time  which  such  a  voyage  would  occupy, 
would  not  be  greater  than  the  period  referred  to. 

In  the  Passport  the  names  of  Antonio  Joze  Coelho,  and  Antonio  Augusto 
Ferreira  Sampaio,  of  Lisbon,  are  mentioned  as  the  Owners  of  this  vessel. 

Tlie  prevarication  of  the  Master  in  this  case  was  marked  as  regarded  the 
destination  of  the  captured  vessel.  When  seized  he  declared  to  the  Commander  of 
the  "  Chary  bdis"  that  the  schooner  was  bound  to  Bahia;  whilst  in  his  examination 
before  the  Registrar  he  stated  she  was  going  to  Havana ;  in  which  latter  statement 
he  was  corroborated  by  the  Cook  of  the  detamed  vessel. 

Our  Report  of  this  Case  we  beg  leave  to  inclose  for  your  Lordship's  information. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  DOHERTY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmer ston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  42. 

Report  of  the  Case  of  the  Portuguese  schooner^  "  Lafayette,"  Manoel  Antonio  Rodrigues  Nogueira, 

Master. 

This  Is  the  Case  of  a  Portuguese  vessel  belonging  to  the  Port  of  Lisbon,  seized  for  having  a  cargo 
of  slaves,  by  His  Majesty's  brig,  '*  Charybdis,"  which  cruizer  fell  in  with  the  Portuguese  schooner  in 
the  Bight  of  Benin,  on  the  11th  of  May  last^  tke  day  after  the  said  slaves  had  been  embarked  at 
Lagos.     At  the  time  of  detention  the  following  Papers  were  found  on  board  the  ^  Lafayette  :** — 

1.  Lisbon  Passport,  dated  19th  November,  1835,  with  a  destination  to  the  Ports  of  Portugal  and 
Brazil. 

2.  Manifest  of  the  cargo  brought  from  Bahia  to  the  Coast,  8hipp|d  by  Almeida  and  Costa,  of 
that  city,  in  March  last*  ^ 

3.  Muster-roll. 

4.  Bundle  of  5  Bahia  Custom-house  Papers. 

By  the  official  endorsements  upon  the  Passport  of  this  vessel  it  would  appear,  that  she  visited  some 
Port  near  to  Bahia  on  the  13th  of  September,  1836,  for  which  she  immediately  cleared  out,  and 
arrived  there  on  the  24th  of  October  following,  and  delivered  a  cargo.  On  the  subsequent  4th  of 
March  this  schooner  was  at  Bahia  again,  as  she  is  described  clearing  at  that  time  for  St.  Thomas' 
and  Prince's  Islands.  When  the  schooner  lefl  Bahia,  it  appears  she  came  direct  to  Lagos,  on  this 
Coast,  as,  on  the  28th  of  April,  she  was  there  boarded  by  the  cruizer,  which  ultimately  succeeded  in 
capturing  her  on  the  completion  of  her  nefarious  transactions,  and  when  in  the  act  of  conveying  her 
unhappy  cargo  to  the  slave-market  of  Havana. 

The  detained  vessel  arrived  here  on  the  6th  of  June,  and  was  duly  visited  and  reported  upon  by  the 
Acting  Marshal  and  Surgeon  to  the  Courts.  From  the  Surgeon  we  learned,  that  the  cargo  of  this 
vessel  were  in  general  appearance  healthy,  and  that  tio  more  than  7  of  the  slaves  had  died  on  the 
passage  up.  Of  those  requiring  hospital  treatment  it  was  satisfactory  to  learn,  that  they  were  few 
in  number,  and  tlieir  diseases  of  a  common  description  and  of  a  mild  form.  They  were,  however, 
crowded,  through  the  limited  size  of  the  vessel,  and  their  early  disembarkation  was  recommended  by 
the  Surgeon,  and  carried  into  effect  by  the  Court,  as  soon  as  the  same  could  legally  be  done. 

On  the  7th  instant  the  Captor's  Proctor  lodged  in  Court  the  Declaration  of  his  Client  respecting 
this  seizure,  and  the  ship's  Papers  properly  authenticated  by  the  Prize  Officer,  when  the  Monition 
issued,  and  the  witnesses  in  chief  were  produced  for  examination. 

The  Declaration  of  Lieutenant  Mercer,  the  Commander  of  the  '*  Charybdis,"  was,  that  on  the  1 1th 
of  May,  1837,  being  in  or  about  latitude  6^  8^  north,  and  longitude  4°  13' east,  he  detained  the 
schooner  named  "  Lafayette,**  sailing  under  Portuguese  colours,  armed  with  2  guns,  and  commanded 
by  Manoel  Antonio  Kodrigues  Nogueira,  who  declared  her  to  be  bound  from  Lagos  to  Bahia,  and 
having  on  board  448  slaves. 

The  Registrar  examined  the  witnesses  brought  forward  by  the  Seizor  on  the  10th  instant,  when 
the  Master  of  the  detained  vessel  deposed,  that  '*  he  was  born  at  Villa  Flor  in  Portugal ;  has  lived  at 
Bahia  for  the  last  5  years ;  has  never  served  any  State  but  Portugal,  and  is  not  married.  Was 
appointed  to  the  command,  and  possession  was  given  to  witness,  at  Bahia  in  February  last,  by  Almeida 
and  Costa,  residents  of  Bahia,  but  Portuguese  by  birth  and  allegiance ;  first  saw  the  said  vessel  there 
and  then ;  believes  she  was  built  at  Oporto.  Was  present  at  the  time  the  vessel  was  seized  for  having 
slaves ;  had  no  colours  but  Portuguese.  The  vessel  has  never  been  called  anything  but  *  Lafayette^' 
to  his  knowledge ;  she  is  184  tons  burthen  ;  and  had  about  17  Officers  and  mariners,  exclusive  of 
witness,  part  Portuguese,  part  Brazilians,  all  shipped  and  hired  at  Bahia  by  Costa,  in  February  last 
Neither  he  nor  any  other  of  the  Officers  or  mariners  had  any  interest  in  either  vessel  or  cargo  ;  was 
Master  on  board ;  there  was  no  pas.seng;er.  The  last  clearing  port  was  Bahia,  and  the  voyage  began 
thens  and  was  to  have  ended  at  Lisbon  ;  from  Bahia  the  vessel  went  direct  to  Lagos,  where  slaves 
were  shipped.  The^  capturing  vessel  was  first  seen  close  to  the  entrance  of  Lagos  on  the  11th  of  May, 
and  capture  took  place  about  4  hours  afterwards ;  the  vessel  was  steering  for  Havana  when  pursued, 
and  made  every  effort  to  escape  ;  the  vessel's  Papers  were  for  the  Coast  of  Africa,  St.  Thomas'  and 
Prince's  Islands.  There  are  2  guns  mounted,  8  or  10  muskets,  and  as  many  cutlasses,  for  the  defence 
of  the  vessel ;  no  resistance  was  made,  there  were  no  instructions  to  make  any,  or  to  destroy  or 
conceal  any  of  the  vessel's  Papers.     He  does  not  recollect  the  Owner's  name,  it  is  in  the  vessel's 
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Papers;  he  livesf  at  Oporto,  and  is  a  Portuguese  subject  He  knows  nothing  of  any  Bill  of  Sale;  has 
never  seen  one ;  cannot  say  what  was  the  price  of  the  vessel ;  believes,  if  restored,  she  will  belong  to 
the  person  named  in  her  Papers.  The  lader  of  the  slaves  at  Lagos  was  Manoel  Pereir{<  dos  Santos, 
a  Portuguese  subject,  and  a  seaman  by  profession,;  believes  the  Owners  of  them  to  be  Almeida  and 
Costa,  and  the  consignee  at  Havana  (at  which  place  the  slaves  were  to  have  been  landed  on  account 
and  risk  of  Costa)  was  a  person  called  Mazorra,  of  whom  witness  knows  nothing  beyond  his  name ; 
believes,  if  restored,  the  said  slaves  will  belong  to  Costa.  The  lading  of  the  vessel  on  her  last  voyage 
..r^Hj  was  salt  from  Oporto;  the  cargo  brought  to  the  Coast  was  tobacco  and  mm  ;  the  present  is  slaves; 

449  were  shipped  altogether,  all  from  the  shore  ;  none  died  before  capture,  some  have  died  since  ; 
does  not  know  the  number ;  was  taken  direct  to  Sierra  Leone  after  capture.  The  Papers  are  all  true 
and  fair.  No  Papers  were  destroyed,  concealed,  or  made  away  with.  Knows  of  the  existence  of  no 
Papers  in  any  country  relating  to  vessel  or  cargo  besides  those  delivered  up.  There  was  no  Charter- 
party.  Neither  vessel  nor  cargo  is  insured  to  hiis  knowledge  ;  the  vessel  was  under  the  mt^iagement 
of  Dos  Santos  in  regard  to  her  trade.*' 

The  Cook  corroborated  the  Master's  evidence. 

An  Affidavit  of  the  Prize  Officer  established,  that  7  of  the  slaves  had  died  on  board  of  the  detained 
vessel  during  the  time  they  had  been  under  his  charg^e. 

Publication  passed  in  the  Cause  on  the  15th  instant.  The  Monition,  issued  on  the  7th,  was  filed 
in  Court  on  the  14  th,  certified  by  the  Acting  Marshal  to  have  been  executed  ;  and,  on  the  16th,  the 
Court  met  for  the  adjudication  of  this  Case,  when  a  Sentence  was  recorded  of  condemnation  of  the 
vessel,  her  cargo  and  stores,  and  en^incipation  of  the  survivors  of  the  slaves  seized  in  the  said 
schooner,  in  number  441. 

(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

^erra  Leone,  20th  June,  1837.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

No.  43. 
His  Majesty* s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — (^Rec.  September  I2th.) 

My  Lord.  Sierra  Leone,  24fth  June,  1837. 

Herewith  we  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  our  Report  of 
the  Case  of  a  Portuguese  schooner,  the  "  Ck^a  de  Africa,''  condemned  for  having 
been  found  ^vith  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board,  to  the  northward  of  the  Equator,  ana 
who  had  been  embarkec^i;  Bimbia,  near  to  the  river  Gameroons. 

The  Commander  of  tos  Majest/s  brigantine  *'  Dolphin,"  the  Seizor  of  this 

vessel,  despatched  his  Prize  immediately  for  Sierra  Leone,  where  she  arrived  on  the 

-  14th  instant,  and  on  the  following  22d  a  sentence  of  condemnation  was  pronounced 

against  the  said  vessel^  and  the  emancipation  of  the  surviving  101  slaves  was  at 

the  same  time  declared. 

The  schooner,  it  may  be  suspected,  is  one  of  the  many  Spanish  vessels  belonging 
to  Cuba,  or  Porto  Rico,  which  have  latterly  resorted  to  the  Cape  Verde  Islands 
nominally  to  change  their  nationality,  in  order  the  more  securely  to  carry  on  their 
detestable  trafficking  in  human  beings  upon  this  coast ;  for  the  accoxmt  of  the 
Master  and  ostensible  Owner  of  the  said  vessel,  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
purchased  her,  and  of  his  having  left  the  Bill  of  Sale  (a  perfectly  unofficial  Docu- 
ment by  his  description,  not  having  even  been  witnessed)  at  the  Cape  Verde 
Islands,  is  exceedingly  improbable ;  whilst  his  ignorance  of  what  the  outward  cargo 
consisted  of,  as  shown  by  his  declaration  that  the  slaves  were  purchased  with  money, 
when  it  appeared  there  was  a  cargo  of  merchandize  carried  for  this  object,  would 
lead  to  the  impression,  when  coupled  with  the  fact  of  there  having  been  a  Spaniard 
on  board  as  a  passenger,  named  Bosce,  embarked  at  Cape  de  Verdes  for  Cuba, 
that  the  Portuguese  was  merely  a  Captain  for  the  national  flag,  and  that  Bosce  was 
the  real  Comq^ander  of  the  vessel,  and  which  was  bondfde  Spanish  property. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon,  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.  C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  43. 

Report  of  the  Case  of  the  Portugtiese  schooner  *•  Cobra  de  Africa,"  Antonio  Joaquin  da 

Conceipdo,  Master, 

This  vessel,  sailing  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  was  provided  with  the  following  Official  Papers  :— 

1.  Passport, 

2.  Muster-roll, 

3.  Clearance  of  cargo, 

at  St  Jago,  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  under  date  of  December,  1836,  and  pointing  out  the  Islands  of 
Prince's  and  St.  Thomas',  with  leave  to  touch  at  the  ports  of  the  Coast  of  Africa,  as  the  destination  of 
the  vessel;  prohibiting  her  at  the  same  time  from  being  employed  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  "  Colnra  de  Africa "  is  said  to  have  touched  at  Prince's  Island,  after  leaving  the  Cape  de 
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Verdes,  but  to  have  had  no  oonununioatioii  witb  tiie  Custom-house  tfaere;  and  dienoe  to  have  pra»' 
oeeded  to  Bimbia,  near  to  the  river  Cameroons,  where  a  cargo  of  AfHcaos  was  embarked,  with  wboei 
the  schooner  had  just  oomihenteed  the  ^ya^  to  Havana,  when  1^  Majetl^a^biiigaiitiiM.**  Dolphiik^ 
M  inr  mtfa,  and  detained  her,  on^the  27th  May,  1837. 

On  the  14th  of  the  following'  month  the  detained  vessel  reached  this  port,  and  was  immediateks^ 
i9flited  by  the  Acting  Mamhai  awl  flmgernvto  the  Qonrto^  and*  fmm  the  Report  of  the.  latter  Ofiicflr 
he.  foand,  that  52  of  the  162  slaves  sei^  in  this  vessel,  had  died  on  the  voyage  up  here,  and  that  no- 
less  than  44  of  the  survivors  of  this  afflicted  car^o  required  immediate  hospital  treatment.  In  expla- 
nation of  the  slaves  of  this  vessel  having  saAnnl  so  severely  from  disease,  and  of  their  generaLappew* 
aatoe  <Mt  AfrivBl  being remaifably  emsciatedaiM}  unhe^thy^  we  lesiroed  that  they  had.  been  oonfinfrf 
ia  the  Barraconei^  or  skkV^^ouseSt  3tfl|0Bidi»pfefiMis  to  their  embarkation. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Captors  against  this  vessel  commenced  on  the  15th  instant,  when,  the 
sehooner'fr  Papers,  duly  anthentfieated,  were  filed  in  the  Court,  with  the  Seizor's  DeclaraMon;  th« 
issued,  and  the  witnesses  in  preparatory  were  ordered  for  examination. 

The  Seizor's  Declaration  was  to  the  effect  that  he  fdl  in  with  the  said  schooner  on  the  27ih  May 
last,  ATid  detained  her  A>r  having  a  eargo  of  slaveson  boMrd,j$a»d  to  have  been  shippedthedayrpfevietts 
at  Bimbia,  and  with  whom  she  was  bound  to  Cuba. 

Immediately  the  vessel  wa»  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  British  and  Portuguese  Mixed 
Commission,  measures  were  adopted  for  disembarking  the  slaves,  as  reeonamended  by  the  Surgeeiw 
and  the  heidtfaj  wwre,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day,  placed  at  the  Liberated  African  Department  in 
Freetown.     On  the  foHowisg  monring  the  sickly  were  lodged  in  the  Lower  Hospital  at  Kissy. 

The  Prize  Officer's  Affidavit,  as  to  the  number  of  slaves  who  had  died  whilst  he  had  charge. of  the 
schooner,  showed  thehr  mortality  to  have  been  52,  and  arising  entirely  from  dbease. 

On  the  19th  instant  the  Registrar  examined,  on  the  Standing  Intenogrttoiiesf  ths  Master  of.  the 
detained  vessel,  and  his  Mate,  Francisco  Barcelo. 

Antonio  Joaquin  da  Concei^ftb,  the  said  Master,  deposed,  that  "he  was^  hern  at  Lisbon,  has  lived 
at  St.  Jago,  Cape  Verdes,  for  the  last  12  years ;  has  never  served  any  State  but  Portugal,  and  is  not 
married.  He  appointed  himself  to  the  command  of  the  vessel;  possession  was  given  to  him  at  St. 
Jago  i»  December  last  by  the  former  Owner,  Job4  Maria  Lobo  Alvel,  a  Portuguese  subject,  and.  a 
resident  of  that  island ;  first  saw  the  said  vessel  at  that  place  a  few  days  previously  5  believes  she  was 
built  at  Baltimore.  He  was  present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  for  having  slaves  on  boards  had 
BO  colours  but  Portuguese.  He  has  never  heard  of  the  vessel  being  called  by  any  other  name  but 
•♦  Cobra  de  Africa  ;"  she  is  about  110  tons  burthen,  aid  had  19  offkwns  and  nrainiaa.  «elusive  of 
witness,  Portuguese,  A>mericaM^  and  Ereoch^  all  hired  and  shippwi  by.  witnesa  aiSt  Jagam  Decembo 
last.  He  was  the  sole  Owner  of  both  vessel  and  cargo  ;,  none  of  the  officers  nor  manners  had  any 
interest  in  either;  was  Master  on  board;  there  was  one  paasenpr  at  the  time  of  captor^ 
a  Spanish  merchant  named  Joz4  Bosoe,  who  was  embarked  at  St.  Jeg^P  December  last  fbr^rpasn^ 
to  Havana;  the  said  Bosoe  had  no  interest  hi  either  vessel  or  cargo,~oi  authocky  as  board.  The 
last  clearing  pwt  woa  Porto  Phiya,  St-  Jago;  the  voya^  began  there,  and  waa  to  have  ended  at 
Bwana;  from  Sti  Jago  the  vessel  proceeded  to  Princes  Island,  where  he  remained  10  days,  and 
shipped  provisions,  but  had  no  communication  with  the  Custom-house ;  and  firom  thence  proceeded  to 
Bimbia,  where  the  slaves  were  taken  on  board.  The  capturing  vessel  was  first  seen  off  the  entrance 
of  Bimbia  on  the  27th  May,  and  capture  took  place  the  same  day ;  witness's  veaed  w  steering  finr 
Havana  at  the  time,  and  made  every  efltort  ta  escape  j  the  vessel's  Papera  were  to  Pnnce  s  Isfeand, 
0t  Ihomaa',  and  the  Coast  of  Africa*  There  are  no  guns,  and  only  8  muskets,,  as  many  cutlasses, 
and  a  little  powder  for  defence;  no  resistance  was  made,  thore  were  no  instructions  to  escape  capture, 
or  to  conceal  or  destroy  any^  of  the  vessel's  Papers.  He  is  himself  the  sole  Owner  ci  the  ^f^o^i 
wrtness  lived  in  Lisbon  before  he  reside^  at  the  Cape  Verdes.  There  was  a  BiR  of  Sale  firom  the 
fbrraer  Owner,  Alvel,  to  witoese,  signed  at  Porto  Praya  in  December  last ;  the  said  Document »  now 
in  that  city>  there  were  no  8ub«»ibing  witnesses;  the  price  was  8,000  dollars,  and  was  paid  down  m 
cash.    The  sale  was  a  true  one,,  and  if  restored  the  vessel  will  belong  to  witness  only ;  there  was  no 

grivate  agreement  He  is  himself  the  sole  Owner,  Lader,  and  Consignee  of  the  slaves;  they  were  to 
are  been  landed  at  Havana  on  account  and  risk  of  witness,  and  if  restored  will  b^ong  to  hyn  only. 
He  knows  nothing  of  the  Itet  voyage;  no  cargo  was  A^^ped  at  Cape  Verdes;  the  sUves  were  pu»- 
ehased  wHh  cash ;  164  were  embarked  ^together,  aU  firom  the  shore,  two  died  before  capture,  several 
have  died  since ;  does  not  know  how  many,  nor  their  descriptions;  the  vessel  was  taken  dnnect  to 
Sierra  I^one  after  capture.  The  Papers  were  and  are  aH  true  and  fair.  No  Papere  ^**'* Jjl^^^y^^ 
concealed,  or  made  away  with.  There  are  no  other  Papers  than  those  ddiverod  im,  and  the  Bill  ol 
(Me,  in  any  country,  reloUng  to  vessel  and  caigo.  There  was  no  Charter-party.  Neither  the  vesaal 
nor  cargo  is  mured  ;  she  was  under  witness's  sole  nuinagement  in  regard  to  her  trade.  

The  testimony  of  the  Mate  differed  only  from  that  of  the  Master  in  respect  to  the  number  of  dajB 
the  vessel  had  remained  at  Prince's  Island ;  the  former  declaring  they  had  stopped  6  days,  whilst  the 
latter  stated  it  to  have  been  10  days.  And  as  to  what  was  used  in  purchasing  the  slaves,  the  Master 
swore  that  he  had  paid  money,  but  the  Mate  said  the  outward  cargo  of  the  vessel,  which  consisted  of 
12,000  dollars*  worth  of  assorted  trade  goods,  had  been  exchanged  for  these  people. 

Publication  in  the  cause  passed  on  the  20lh  instant,  and  on  the  22d  the  MomUon  waa  returned 
duly  certified,  and  the  Court  on  that  day  assembled  for  the  adjudication  of  the  said  vessel.  In  so  clear 
an  instance  of  an  infraction  of  the  Convention  between  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  as  was  presented  m 
this  Case,  it  only  remained  for  the  Court,  after  hating  heard  read  the  evidence,  to  declare  the  penalty 
awarded  which  that  Convention  directs,  and  sentence  of  condemnation  of  the  hull,  stores,  *™^gj 
of  the  said  vessel,  was  accordingly  pronounced.  The  emancipation  was  at  the  same  tuns  decreed  of 
the  101  surviving  slaves  of  the  162  seized  on  board  of  this  vessel.  Tx/^Tn^nmv 

(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY..     ^^ 

Sieria  Leone.  24th  June,  1837.  WALTER  W.  LEWia 
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No.  44. 
HUM^ye^'sCkmrnnisskmer^to  P'iscQunt  Palmereton* — (Received  September  12.) 

My  JUdrd,  Sierra  Leone,  BOth  June,  1837. 

iNpursnance  df  the  75th  danse  of  an  Act>  passed  in  the  5th  year  of  the 
r^n  of  Htt  late  Majesty,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  laws 
relating  to  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade/'  we  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a 
Reitum  of  all  the  Oases  ^of  Portuguese  vessels  which  have  been  brought  to 
adjudication  before  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  -ConunissioB,  in  the 
period  from  the  1st  January  to  the  30th  June,  1337. 

TV^e  have,  &c 
(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

f%e  Right  Hon.  Fiscount  Pahnerstoa,  G.C.B.         WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

4c  Sfc  Sfc. 
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No.  45. 
His  Majesty  9  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  September  12.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone y  Sth  July,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  of  reporting  to  your  Lordship,  that  His  Majesty's 
sloop  **  Wanderer/'  Commander  Dilke,  detained  on  the  3d  April,  off  the  Bahama 
Islands,  the  Portuguese  schooner  "  Flor  de  Tejo,**  mth  a  cargo  of  417  slaves  on 
board ;  which  vessel,  after  her  slaves  had  been  disembarked  at  New  Providence 
from  motives  of  Humanity,  was  sent  to  this  port  for  adjudication,  where  she  arrived 
on  the  27th  ultimo. 

Proceedings  in  the  usual  form  were  witldtat  delay  instituted  against  the  said 
vessel  in  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court';  and  on  the  Sth  instant  the  said 
schooner  and  cargo  were  pronounced  good  and  lawful  prize.  ^  the  same  time  a 
decree  of  emancipation  passed  in  favour  of  the  survivors  on  tf||Pay  of  trial  of  the 
417  slaves  landed  from  this  vessel  at  the  Bahama  Islands. 

Our  Report  of  the  Case  we  herewith  lay  before  your  Loi-dship. 

The  history  of  this  vessel,  as  far  as  we  have  been  enabled  to  discover  it  from  the 
evidence  taken  and  the  Papers  filed  in  the  Case,  affords,  we  think,  as  plain  an 
instance  as  any  which  has  been  communicated  to  your  Lordship,  of  the  readiness 
of  the  Government  of  the  Cape  Verde  Islands  to  lend  itself  to  the  nominal 
transfer  of  vessels  from  foreign  flags  to  Portuguese  colours  for  the  evident  object 
only  of  engaging  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

In  January  last,  this  vessel  arrived  at  the  Cape  Verdes  as  the  Spanish 
schooner  "  Fhr  do  Mar,''  fully  equipped  for  a  slaving  voyage,  and  in  a  few  days 
afterwards  was  transferred  by  her  Spanish  Master,  Miguel  d'Oliveira,  to  Joao 
Antonio  Ribeiro,  the  Portuguese  found  in  command  at  the  time  of  her  detention, 
her  former  Spanish  Master  being  then  Mate.  This  transfer  was  attested  in  the 
presence  of  Francisco  Cardozo  de  Mello  and  Antonio  Dionisio  Furtado,  the  former 
of  whom  we  have  frequently  alluded  to,  when  bringing  to  your  Lordship's  notice 
tlie  repeated  nominal  transfers  of  Spanish  vessels  to  the  Portuguese  flag  at  the 
Cape  de  Verde  Islands  during  the  last  year.  Cardozo's  connexion  with  adven- 
tures of  the  description  in  question  is  fully  given  in  our  General  Despatch,  of  the 
5th  of  January,  of  this  year,  in  which  will  also  be  found  the  name  of  Ribeiro,  the 
Master  of  this  vessel,  he  having  been  here  in  command  of  the  lately  condemned 
Portuguese  slave  brigantine  " Felix'* 

The  Case  of  the  "  Felix'  was  reported  to  your  Lordship  under  date  of  the  22d 
October  last,  and  will  on  reference  appear  to  be  perfectly  similar  to  the  present 
one. 

The  slaving-house  of  Pedro  Martinez  and  Company  of  Havana  has  on  this 
occasion  suffered  as  heavy  a  loss,  as  it  may  be  presumed  it  did  when  Ribeiro  was 
acting  for  them  in  the  *^  FeHx'  under  the  directions  of  Manuel  Espinosa,  who  for- 
merly commanded  this  vessel,  when  she  bore  the  name  of  **  Fhr  do  Mar.'' 

On  the  statements  of  Ribeiro  little  dependence  can  be  placed,  for  we  find  on  a 
reference  to  the  Papers  of  the  *'  Felix'  that,  in  October  last,  he  swore  he  had 
never  served  any  omer  State  but  Portugal ;  whilst  a  few  days  back  he  stated,  that 
he  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  Brazuian  Government  during  1822  and  1823. 
Formerly  he  distinctly  swore  that  he  was  a  resident  of  Oporto ;  latterly  that  he  has 
no  fixed  place  of  abode,  but  usually  sails  from  Porto  Praya.  These  instances  in 
themselves,  we  submit,  are  sufficient  to  deprive  his  statements  of  credibility ;  his 
assertions  therefore,  that  the  "  Felix"  and  her  cargo  of  slaves  were  his  entire  pro- 
perty, serve  but  to  confirm  our  opinion,  that  the  "  Flor  de  Tejo^'  has  only  nomi- 
nally changed  her  name  and  flag,  and  that  she  is  in  reality  still  Spanish  property. 

This  vessel,  under  her  previous  name  of  "  Flor  do  Mar"  made  2  successful 
voyages  to  this  Coast  from  Cuba,  as  appears  by  the  Havana  Commissioners*  Lists 
of  arrivals  and  departures  from  that  island  of  vessels  concerned  in  the  j(|i^ve 
Trade.  *  . 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.         WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8sc. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  45. 
Heport  of  the  Case  of  the  Portuguese  Schooner  •*Ptor  de  TCjo,"  Joao  Antonio  Mbeiro^  Matter. 

Thn  ve^nel.'fuvnished  With-a  PaaBpoH  ibr  laivful  commerce  from  the  Oovernment  of  4te  Cflfie  de 
Verde  Islands,  sailed  thenee  under  the  Portugese  flag,  about  the  7th  January  last,  for  the  desiina- 
turn  Assigned  auVb^  Official  Papere,  aad  reached  the  Galinas  a  few  days  afterwards  ;  where  9>  car^ 
of  slaves  was  embarked  on  the  10th  February,  with  which  she  departed  for  Cuba.  Success  attended 
her  on  the  return  vdyage,  so  far  as  to  sLDow  \iet  Xo  reacih  umnalefiMd  'the  li^itvde  of  tile  Bahama 
fslaods,  when  faappiiy  nlw  ^vtas  faUen  in  with  by  fiis  Majeft/a  alaop ''  WandiM;"  amd  detained,  with 
lier  ui^awfol  ctrg(^  for  adjudicatioa. 

The. condition  in  which  the  vessel  as  well  ae  the  slaves  were  when  captui^d,  rendered  it  necessary 
to  disembark  them  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  after  which  the  schooner  wasde^atched  hither  for  trial. 

On  the  2^h  June  ultimo  the  detained  vessel  came  to  anchor  in  this  port,  and  Wis-aa  asnal  MsHed 
and  reported  upon  by  4fae  Ajcting*  Marshal  io  the  Co«rt»  from  ^hom  we  leai&ed  the  oiitiimttaac^ 
attending  the  seizure. 

The  day  foUowii^  the  arrival  of  the  schooner  proceedings  were  taken  against  her  in  the  British  and 
Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission,  when  ttie  Ship^s  Papers,  properly  autheiiticated,  were  lodged 
in  the  H^istry,  with  tlie  Declamtions  ofthe  Captor  as  to  the  seizure  of  ttiis  vestel,  and  'the  ^ann-    . 
barkation  of  her  slaves.    The-  Monitam  at  the  aaaia  tioie  was  israed,  aad  ibe  witaenca  in  pnqiiaratofy 
were  ordered  to  be  examined. 

The  Declaration  of  the  Seizor,  made  at  the  time  pf  detention,  sets  forth,  that  on  the  3d  April  last, 
being  in  latitude  26^  30''  north,  and  longitude  78^  SO*  west,  he  detained  the  s&fd  sch^aoner  in  a  voyage 
^m  Galinas  to  Havana,  for  having  417  c^Hves  on  b(Hm(!,'94  ^  whcan  wetfs  siokVy. 

In  the  suptilciBentary  Beclaratioa  of  the  Setatir  oi  the  6th  A^-1aet«  he  states  that  the  quantity  of 
provisions  on  board  the  detained  veasel  for  the  skives  and  crew  was  insufficient  for  their  support  during 
a  voyage  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  he  therefore  had  disembarked  the  said  slaves  at  New  Providence  as 
before  mentioned. 

From  an  Affidavit  of  one  of  the  Prize-Offioers  we  kamed  thattlie  smali^paK  prevwUed  am(nigat*tiie- 
cargo  of  AiricBDSk  ami  that  they  wete  in  conaequenee  ih  quamatine  at  He^  Pnmdenca;  which  would.; 
appear  40  be  another^  and^vry  strong  ground  for  not  seodii^^  those  people  a  second  voyage  acro9^ 
the  Atkintic. 

Acting  Governor  Hunter,  of  the  Bahamas,  gave  a  Receipt  for  the  n^roes  of  the  detained  vessel' 
kutfded  tn  his  government,  dated  the  6th  April  to8t,'whiefa  ehowed  the  mmbor  to  liave  been  417* 

Joao  Antonia'Ribeivo^  the  Masleraf  the  detaiaed  Vessel,  was  eaamioed  l|y  the  Ecyistnr  on  the  Jlst 
instant,  and  gave  the  following  testimony: — ^Tliat ''  he  was  born  at  Oporto,  lias  no  regular  place  tef 
abode,  but  generally  sails  from  Porto  Praya,  Cape  Verdes ;  is  a  Portuguese  subject ;  served  the  Em- 
peror of  Brazil  during  the  years  18^  and  1823,  and  at  that  time  considered  himself  a  strtiject  of  that 
Slate ;  is 'not  mutried.  The  vesmlls  his  own,  aad 'be  appointed  hiamlf  Master;  poaseisitm  was  deU^ 
vtred  to  him  at  Gapto  Vevdes  in  Jsmutvy  last  by  the  fonier  Owner  aad  Master  of  die  vessel,  wbosaname 
he  does  not  remember,  but  it  is  in  the  Vessel's  Papers ;  first  saw  the  said  vessel  there  about  8  days  before' 
he  bought  her ;  she  is  North  American  built.  He  was  present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  with 
^aves  on  board  ;  had  no  colours  on  board  but  Portuguese.  The  vessel  was  fofmctly  ealled  *■  Ftar  4e 
Mh'  her  name  is  now,  and  has  been  ever  since  he  bought  her,  *  Fhr  de  Ttjo ;'  she  is  about  110  tens 
burthen,  and  has  26  Officers  and  marioers,  exclusive  of  witoess,$ome  PoitagiiQS«i»soDieSpaaiardfv»iui 
some  Italiauif,  all  hired  and  shipped  at  Porto  Praya  by  witness  in  Jaauaiy  last.  He  was  sole  Owner, 
of  both  vess«»l  and  cargo ;  no  other  person  had  any  interest  in  either ;  was  Master  as  well ;  there  were 
3  passengers,  Portuguese,  taken  on  board  at  Galinas  in  February  for  a  passage  to  ffavann,  2  of  them^ 
ife^re  Masters  of  vessels,  and  the  other  a  mariaer,  all  belonged  to  vessels  condemned  at  Sierra  Leaned; 
deeM.not  remember  Ih^r  names ;  they^had  none  of  them. any  authority  oa  board,  or  intecest  in  eU^ff 
vessel  or  cargo.  The  Last. clearing-port  was  Porto  Pr^ya,  and  the  voyage  commenced  there,  and  was. 
to  have  ended  at  Havana  ;  from  the  Cape  Verdes  the  vessel  proeeedea  to  Galinas,  where  slaves  were 
purchiwed  from  the  native  chiefe.  The  capturing  vessel  wa^  first  seea  on  the  $d  or  'ithl  of  April  t6' 
the  west  of  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  and  oaptare  toek  plate  Ibe  same  day  dote  to  Roquet; 
Island  ;  the  vessel  was  steering  for  Havana  ^^len  pursued.  There  are  2  guns  moanted»  and  10  or. 
12  muskets,  18  cutlasses,  and  2  kegs  of  powder  for  deCence  against  pirates ;  no'resistance  was  ma^e; 
there  were  no  instructions  given  to  escape  capture,  or  to  conceal  or  destroy  any  of  the  Vessel's  Papers. 
He  is  sole  Owner  of  the  vessel.  There  was  a  BUI  of  "Sale  from  the  former  ^Owtier,  which  is  amoagst' 
the  Papers  delK-ered  up ;  the  price  (S  ootitos  and  80  milreis)  was  paid  down  in  caah,  aad  was  a  hit 
equivalent  for  tJbri  veMel ;  the  sale  mus  a  true  OQe^  and  the  vessel,  if  restored,  will  belong  to  witness, 
and  io  ncr  other  person  ;  there  was  no  private  agreement.  He  is  sole  Owner,  Lader,  mid  Consignee 
of  the  slaves,  whom  it  was  his  intention  to  have  landed  in  Havana  on  his  own  account  and  risk,  and 
if  restored,  they  will  belong  to  him  only.  The  ^«89e1  arrived  at  Oape  Verdes  in  'balkistf-and  afVer  he 
bought  her  he  shipped  no  cargo,  taking  cash  for  the  fmrpose  of  purchasing  the  ahivtet ;  465  weae 
-shipped  altogether,  all  from  the^shore ;  does  not  remember  their  desoriptkins.;  54  or  65  died  befow 
capture,  and  some  died  afterwards,  but  does  not  know  how  many  ;  after  capture  the  vessel  was  taken 
to  New  Providence,  and  thenee  to  Jamaica,  and  from  that  Island  to  Sierra  Leone.  The  Papers  were 
and  are  all  true  and  fair.  No  Papers  were  concealed,  destroyed,  or  made  away  with.  There  are  no 
other  Papers  besides  those  delhrered  up  relating  lo  vessel  or  earga  There  was  no  Charter-party. 
Neither  vessel  nor  ceim  is  insured.  The  vessel  was  under  witness's  sole  management  in  regard  to  her 
trade." 

Manuel  Martinez,  the  Boatswain  of  the  captured  schooner,  gave  evidence  confirming  that  of  the 
Matter  iti  every  respiect. 

On  the  3d  instant  a  Petition  came  in  to  allow 'the  Acting  Marshal  to  relieve  the  Priae-^fficer  of  his 
charge  of  the  detained  vessel,  in  onler  to  enable  him  to  rejjoin  Ins  ship  with  the  leaift  possihle'deliy. 
Conceiving  the  public  service  would  be  benefited  by  this  request  being  complied  with,  we  accordingly 
granted  the  Petition,  and  onthe  following  day  the  Prize-Officer  tmnsferred  his  charge  to  the  Acting 
Marshal.  ^K^ 

The  Monition,  issued  ^^^^8th  ultimo,  was  duly  returned  on  the  5th  instant,  on  which  day  the 
Court  assembled  for  the  tml  of  this  vessel,  when  a  sentence  of  condemnation  of  the  schooner  and 
cargo  was  passed,  and  of  emancipation  of  the  survivors  on  this  date,  of  the  417  slaves  landed  at  the 

Bahamas,      .  

(Signed)  R.  DOHERTT. 

Sierra  Leone,  ilk  Jm*  1887.  J||^  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
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No.  46. 
BKf  Miffesty^s  (kmmUmaMttt&  P%9€ount  Paimerstoh.^Receiced  Sept.  12.) 

Jfy  Lord,  iSfemi  Leoncy  I4th  Jufy,  1837. 

<  His  Mi^esiy's  brigantine  ^^  Dolphio,"  cruizing  in  tbe  Bight  of  Benin^ 
Mceeeded  Id  oaptmiog,  ^n  tbe  1st  uUimo,  the  Partuguese  scboovier  ''  Providencia,*' 
HaThig  a  cargo  of  1^  slaves  on  boards  and  bound  from  Lagos  to  tbe  market  of 
Babia. 

On  ewidenoe  of  tbe  dearest  character  this  vessel  was  conderooed  cm  the  10th 
instant  forviolaiiiig^tbe  pravisioiis  of  Ite  existing  Treaties  betvi^een  Great  Britaia 
and  Portugalfor  tbe  repression  of  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

Our  Report  of  this  (Jase  we  have  tbe  honour  of  forwarding  herein. 

Tlie  iprOGHBediDgs  of  tb»  vessel,  will  be  found  to  afford  an  equally  conclusive 
imtanee' of  the' readiness  of  tbe  Portuguese  Colonial  Authorities  to  connive  at  the 
nominal  transfer  of  foreign  vessels  to  the  flag  of  their  own  nation,  as  Aal  con- 
tzuned  in  our  previous  Despatch  to  your  Lordship^  of  the  8tb  instant. 

Doiumgos  Joze  Rodrigues^.tbe  ostensible  purchaser  of  this  vessel  at  Princes 
Island^  was  declared  by  the  Master  to  be  the  Owner  also  of  the  whole  cargo  of 
sikves.  Rodrigues  was  found  on  board  a*  the  time  of  the  sei^urer  in  the  capacity 
of  a  passenger^  as  admitted  by  the  Master,  who  declared  that  of  the  11  passengers 
embarked  none  bad  any  intersat  or  property  in  eitber  the  vessel  or  cargo.  It, 
however,  satisfactorily  appeared  by  a  List  of  the  cargo  shipped,  found  among  the 
Papers  at  the  time  of  seizure,  that  the  reverse  of  the  Master's  statement  as  to  the 
Qwnenship  of  the  oargo  would  have  been  correct^  as  Rodrigues  really  ovyned  but 
4  ^vea  Tbe  paiticttlars  of  tbe  cargo  in  this  instance  a&rded  some  iusigbt  iata 
tfce  manner  of  conductmg  tbe  Slave  Trade  at  present  at  the  port  of  Li^^ 
There  were  embarked  bj  or  on  the  account  of  Lial  Feller  and  Company,  129 
negroes;,  and  for  27  other  persons  tbere  were  shipped  67  negroes ;  the  largest 
shipper  of  these  27  persons  having  but  6,  whilst  many  bad  but  1  slave.  The 
g^eneral  participation  of  tbe  residents  of  Lagos  in  the  profits^  of  thi&  odious  com^ 
merce,  evident  from  tbe  foregoing  facts,  we  fear,  may  be  considered  as  ofiering  a 
rather  serious,  obstacle  to  Uie  extinction  of  this  trade,  as  far  as  this  port  is 
ooposmedii 

When  this  ressel  reached  Princes  Island  in  April  last,  she  was^  under  tb« 
Bl^zilian  fl^^,  and  named  **  2\ife,**  and  had  gone  direct  from  Bahia  to  that 
IsbUnd*  Oaiier  nominal  change  of  nationality^  the  Brazilian  Master  and  seller 
of  the»  ifQteel  becMDe  the  First  Mate  under  her  Portuguese  SiBig ;.  whilst  the  First 
Mute,  when  she  had  BraziUan  colours,  became  the  Portuguese  Master.  Connect- 
fng,  these  (acts  with  the  history  of  the  ostensible  Owner  of  ihe  vessel  and  cargo^ 
wmcb.  had  been  previously  given»  we  think  the  present  as  plain  an  instance  of 
Bomnal  aoDud  fraudulent  tnin«er.  to  the  national  Aag  of  Portugal  as  any  which  has 
becfii  reported! 

From'  tbe  evidence  of  both  the  witnesses  it  appeared  that  the  Rio  Real,  near 
BahUn  is^  a  pbca  whera  slave-veasels  disembark  tueir  cargoes. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWISv 
The  Bight  Hm.  Fiscomd  Palmer  don,  G.C.B. 
^ei  Sfci  Sfc.. 


I  Enclosure  in  No.  46. 

Rtpwft^jkt  Cam!  cfthe  Pitftugmt*  Sdtomut,  **  PMvMaMiay''  lottqum  Mmiim  Gmmdraem^ 

McUier. 

Thb  ^^  Providencia**  wag  a  vessel  nominally  belonging*  for  the  voyage  in  which  she  was  seized^  t^ 
the  laUa^of  9tiBce%. whithor  she  had  gone  in  tbe  month  of  A4mU  1337^  uadeT  Brazilian  polowrs»  and 
OBtensUy  changed  ber  Flag  and  Papers  to  Portuguese^  wh^n  she  immediately  departed  for  the  CMt 
of  Africa  to  trade  in  sUves.  r 

At  Prinoe»Ifll«id<  the  sdiooner  obtained,  the  following  Papers : — 

.     i;  Faeepeirt,  in  the  ufloal  form,  and  fnr '*  lawful  commerce." 
'  9/  Moeter-roU. 
y.  Certificate  of  the  Sale  of  the  Vcssd.  .  ..-^ ^ 

4  Und  ft.  CuBtom-house  Clearances.  ''u^'^      •  ■  ■ 

^e  foregoing  Papers  described  this  vessel  as  liavin'g  been,  on  her  late  arrival  at  Princes  Island, 
the  Brazilian  schooner  **  Jutia^  or  "  Ttt/ia,"  under  tbe  command  of  Jos«$  Vicente  Perreira,  who  there 
sold  her  to  Doipingos  Josc^  Rodrigues,  a  person  found  on  board  as  a  passenger  at  the  time  of  seizure, 
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and  who  appears  to  have  had  no  more  interest  iii  the  oargo  than  that  arising  from  four  slaves  shipped 
by  him. 

The  official  destination  of  the  schooner  was  ^ahis,  ader  she  had  toucnedat  the  ports  of  the  Coast; 
in  pursuance  of  which  ahe  went  direct  fwm  Pdnces  Island  to  Lagos,  as  appeared  by  her  .|jog^book, 
and  there  embarked  a  cargo  of  negroes,  wiUi  whom  she  was  on  her  way  to  Bahia,  when  met  by  His' 
Bfajest/s  brigantine,  "  Dofphin,''  bn  the  Ist  June,  ultimo ;  the  Commander  of  whkh  enif^r  seized 
and  sent  her  here  for  adjudieation. 

On  the  1st  Jirfy,  the  •' iVeru/^icta"  came  to  anchor  in  this  port,  and  was  visited  by  the  AcUng 
Harshal  and  Surgeon  to, the  Courts.  Of  the  slaves  seized  in  this  vessel,  it  appeared  only  5  had  dM 
cm  the  passage  hither,  and  that  21  were  in  need  of  hospital-treatment  for  common  and  mild  cases  of 
disease.  The  remainder  of  these  people  were  in  very  good  health,  but  much  crowded,  as  is  nearly 
fklways  the  case  in  slave  vessels.       <  '  ■ 

The  late  hour  of  the  day  at  which  the  schooner  got  into  our  harbour  prevented  the  Papers  being 
prepared  in  time  fox  bringing  the  case  into  Court  at  once;  and  it  was  in  consequence  delayed  until  the 
following  Monday,  the  3rd  mstant,  when  the  Declaration  of  the  Seizor  and  the  schooner's  Papers  wei« 
filed.  At  the  sam^  time  the  Monition  issued,  the  witnesses  were  ordered  for  examination ;  and  the 
slaves  were  disembarked,  and  lodged  in  the  custody  of  the  Liberated  African  Department 

Lieutenant  Batts's  Declaration,  as  to  the  seizure  of  this  vessel,  was  that,  being  in  5^  A'  north  latitude, 
and  3^  25f  east  longitude,  on  the  1st  June,  1837,  he  detained  the  "^  Providenciaf*  on  her  voyage  from 
Lagos  to  Bahia,  for  having  198  slaves  on  board. 

An  Affidavit  of  the  Prize-Officer,  as  to  the  mortality  amongst  the  slaves  during  the  time  they  were 
in  his  care,  showed  that  5  of  them  had  died  from  disease. 

On  the  3d  instant,  the  Registrar  ej^amined,  on  the  standing  Interrogatories,  the  Master  and  Cook 
of  the  detained  vessel. 

The  Master  deposed  that  *'  he  was  bom  in  Oporto,  and  lives  there.  Has  never  served  any  state 
but  Portugal ;  and  is  not  married.  He  was  appointed  to  the  command,  and  possession  was  ^ven  to 
him  in  Princes  Island,  in  April  last,  by  the  Owner,  Domingos  Jos^  Rodrigues,  a  resident  merchant 
of  that  island,  and  a  Portuguese  subject  First  saw  the  said  vessel  there  and  then :  she  is  North 
American-built  He  was  present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  for  having  slaves  on  board.  Had  no 
colours  but  Portuguese.  The  vessel  is  now  called  ^*  Providencia ;**  believes  she  was  formerly  called 
**  Tulia''  She  is  60  ton?  burthen,  and  had  16  Officers  and  mariners,  exclusive  of  witness,  all  Portu* 
guese :  all  hired  and  shipped  by  witness,  at  Princes  Island,  in  April  last.  Neither  he  nor  any  other 
of  the  Officers  and  mariners  had  any  interest  in  the  vessel  or  cargo.  Was  Master  on  board.  There 
were  11  passengers,  Portuguese  sailors,  whose  names  he  does  not  remember :  they  belonged  to  vessels 
which  had  been  captured  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  cruizers :  they  were  embarked  at  Lagos,  in  Hay, 
fat  a  passage  to  Bahia :  none  of  them  had  any  interest  or  authority  on  board.  The  vessel  cleared  out 
at  Princes  Island ;  and  the  voyage  began  there,  and  was  to  have  ended  at  Bahia.  From  Princes 
Island,  the  vessel  proceeded  direct  to  Lagos,  where  slaves  were  embarked  from  the  shore.  The  cap- 
turing vessel  was  first  seen,  close  to  Ajudah,  on  the  Slst  May ;  and  capture  toc^  place  about  an  hour 
and  a  half  afterwards.  Witness's  vessel  was  steering  for  Bahia  at  the  time:  her  Papers  were  for  that 
place.  There  are  no  guns  mounted :  about  6  muskets  and  as  many  cutlasses.  No  resistance  was 
made :  there  were  no  instructions  to  escape  capture,  or  to  conceal  or  destroy  any  of  the  vessel's  papers« 
Domingos  JostS  Rodrigues  is  sole  Owner  of  the  vessel :  witness  was  present  when  he  paid  for  her. 
Rodrigues  is  a  native  of  Oporto :  he  lived  at  Bahia  before  he  resided  at  Princes  Island :  he  is  unmar- 
ried. There  was  a  Bill  of  Sale,  which  is  amongst  the  Papers.  The  price  was,  witness  thinks,  1  conto 
and  200  milreis,  paid  in  cash,  and  was  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  vessel.  The  sale  was  a  true  one ;  and 
the  vessel,  if  restored,  will  belong  to  Rodrigues :  there  was  no  private  agreement.  The  whole  of  the 
slaves  belong  to  Rodrigues,  except  about  4,  who  were  the  property  of  4  Portuguese,  residents  at  Lagos  ; 
namely,  Antonio  Rodrigues  Dorons,  Manoel  Pachico,  Antonio  Pinheiro,  and  Domingos  ESstaca,  who 
each  put  his  own  slave  on  board.  The  remainder  were  laded  by  Rodrigues  himself,  who  went  with 
the  vessel  to  Lagos,  and  was  on  board  when  she  was  captured  on  her  passage  to  Bahia.  The  slaves 
were  to  have  been  landed  in  the  Rio  Real,  to  the  north  of  Bahia,  on  account  of  the  persons  named, 
and  will  belong  to  them  only,  if  restored.  He  knows  nothing  of  the  last  voyage.  Her  cargo,  shipped 
at  Princes,  was  rum«  iron  bars,  and  dry  goods.  The  present  cargo  is  slaves :  1 97  were  shipped 
altogether;  all  from  the  shore.  Does  not  remember  their  particular  descriptions.  None  died  before, 
but  5  have  died  since  capture.  After  seizure,  the  vessel  was  taken  to  Sierra  Leone.  The  Papers  are 
all  true  and  fair.  There  are  no  other  Papers  in  existence,  to  his  knowledge,  relating  to  vessel  or 
cargo,  besides  those  delivered  up.  There  was  no  Charter-party.  Neither  vessel  nor  cargo  is  insured. 
The  vessel  was  under  the  management  of  the  Owner,  in  regard  to  her  trade." 

Amaro  da  Silva,  the  Cook  of  this  vessel,  contradicted,  by  his  testimony,  much  to  which  the  Master 
had  deposed.  Da  Silva  swore  that  the  alleged  Owner  was  a  resident  of  Bahia,  and  not  of  Princes, 
as  the  Master  had  stated.  That  the  voyage  truly  began  at  Bahia,  where  the  outward  car^o  was 
shipped,  and  not  at  Princes.  That  a  Brazilian  Merchant-Captain,  at  Lagos,  a  friend  of  the  Owner, 
laded  the  slaves,  and  had  the  entire  direction  of  the  vessel,  in  regard  to  her  trade ;  and  not  the  Owner, 
Rodrigues,  as  alleged  by  the  Master.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  information,  the  Cook  declared 
that  the  present  Master  was  First  Mate  during  the  voyage  from  Bahia  to  Princes;  and  that  the  First 
Mate,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure  of  the  said  vessel,  was  the  Master  in  that  voyage.  The  Cook  con- 
firmed the  Master's  statement,  that  the  Rio  Real,  to  the  northward  of  Bahia,  was  to  have  been  the 
place  of  disembarkation  of  the  slaves  laden  in  the  said  schooner. 

On  the  6th  instant,  publication  passed  In  the  cause ;  and,  on  the  10th,  the  day  on  which  the 
Monition  was  returned,  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  met  for  the  adjudication  of  the  case,  and 
pronounced  the  confiscation  of  the  schoo^K  *^  Providencia,**  her  cargo,  and  stores,  and  the  emancipa- 
tion of  193  slaves,  being  the  survivors  of  those  seized  in  this  vessel. 

(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

Sierra  Leone,  Uth  July,  1837.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
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Viscow^, Palmer $ton  to  His  Mqfestjf's  Commismners. 

Qb^tlemen^  Foreign  Office,  25th  September^  1837. 

With  reference  to  the  various  Reports  which  you  have>  from  time  to  time> 
addressed  to  this  Office,  respecting  the  protection  aflK>rded  to  Slave  Trade  trans- 
actions by  the  Portuguese  Authorities  at  the  Cape  Verd  Islands,  I  herewith 
transmit,  for  your  information,  a  Copy  of  the  Instruction  which  I  addressed  to 
Mr.  Egan,  on  his  appointment  to  the  post  of  British  Consul  at  those  Islands. 

By  this  Pfiper  you  will  perceive,  that  Mr.  Egan  has  been  desired  to  report  to 
you  such  facts  respecting  the  Slave  Tirade,  as  he  may  conceive  to  be  worthy  of 
your  attention ;  and  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  do  all  in  your  power  to  aid  Mr.  Egan 
in  the  execution  of  his  duties.  I  am,  &c. 

HU  Majesty's  Commissioners,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

^c.        8{c.        Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No  47. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr,  Egan. 

May  10th,  1837. 

(See  Class  B.) 

No.  48. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Recdted  Nov.  30.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  II th  September,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  your  Lordship  our  Report  of  the  case 
of  the  Portuguese  slave^brig  ^^  Amelia, '  which  was  seized  in  the  Bight  of  Benin 
on  the  5th  ultimo,  by  His  Majesty's  brig  "  Water  Witch,"  Lieutenant  W.  B. 
Marsh  commandingy  and  condemned  in  the  British  and  Portuguese  Mixed  Com- 
mission Court)  in  this  Colony,  on  the  30th  ultimo.  Of  the  359  slaves  seized,  with 
this  vessel^  only  14  had  died  up  to  the  time  of  adjudication,  when  the  surviving 
345  were  duly  emancipated.  .. 

The  ^^  Amelia^''  according  to  report,  is  a  vessel  whim  has  been  running  between 
Bahia  and  Lagos  for  some  time  past,  conveying  slaves  from  the  latter  to  the 
former  port,  in  which  she  has  been  hitherto  very  successful.  In  these  i)revious 
transactions  the  vessel  must  have  had  some  other  name,  it  may  be  imagined,  as 
the  cook  of  the  detained  brig  stated  that  she  was  formerly  called  the  "  Paquete 
de  Africa,''  and  her  present  passport  bears  date  so  recently  as  October  of  last 
year  at  St  Paul  de  Loaudo,  at  which  time  she  was  doubtless  renamed  agreeably 
to  the  practice  of  the  slave  traders.  From  this  document  it  is  impossible  to  dis* 
cover  whether  it  truly  belonged  to  her,  as  the  only  description  of  the  vessel 
contained  in  it  is,  that  she  is  a  brig.  From  the  positive  testimony  of  the  cook  it 
would  appear,  that  the  vessel  had  in  her  last  voyage  been  at  Lagos,  and  carried 
thence  to  Bahia  a  cargo  of  slaves ;  and  not  at  St.  Paul  de  Loando,  as  might  be 
inferred  from  her  passport  bearing  date  at  that  port,  as  previously  mentioned  in 
October  last.  It  seems,  therefore,  probable  from  this  account,  that  the  passport 
used  on  the  present  occasion  may  have  belonged  to  another  vessel,  or  have  been 
procured  for  this  one  in  a  surreptitious  manner,  particularly  as  the  evidence  of 
.  the  Master  is  of  that  character  that  no  great  dependence  may  be  placed  on  it ; 
and,  therefore,  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  refuting  the  cook's  deposition. 

The  passport  of  the  vessel  declared  her  to  1^  bound  from  Loando  to  the  Cape 
de  Verde  Islands,  touching  at  Princes'  Island,  a  destination  which  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  been  attended  to,  as  the  passport  was  endorsed  at  Bahia  within  6  weeks 
after  its  date. 

As  both  the  witnesses  swear  distinctly  that  the  only  Papers  belonging  to  this 
vessel  have  been  delivered  up  to  the  Court,  namely,  the  Passport  and  Muster-roll, 
it  may  be  supposed  that  she  left  Brazil  in  a  clandestine  manner,  as  all  the 
Custom-house  receipts  and  certificates  met  with,  in  former  cases  of  vesseb  cleared 
from  Brazil,  are  in  this  instance  wanting. 

Throughout,  the  history  of  this  vessel  is  of  a  very  suspicious  character,  to  clear 
tip  which  every  exertion  has  been  used,  but  without  success. 

We  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.CJB. 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 
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Enclosure  U>  No.  48. 

Rfport  oftkB  €09»xftkB  P^ugtte»r  Brig^  *^  Amelia,"  Mmm)d  Jose  Mwrcial,  Master. 

'  Tnis  is  the  Case  of  a  vessel beloiigiD^  to  the  port  of  Bahia>  bearing  the  flag  of  Portugsal»9iMllMmogi 
a  Passport  from  the  Government  ofliO&Qdo,  which  was  regularly  employed  in  the  Slave  Trad<  between 
I]ag09  and  B&hla. 

Aco&r^&xkg  io  the  only  Papers  found  on  board  at  th^  time  of  seiaure  (a  Passport  and  Mfiwiay  rotf)» 
ske  appeared  to  be  owned  by  a  Portuguese,  named  Jo8«(  Maria  Henriquez  Ferrekay  said  to  be  a  resir 
dent  of  Bafala,  and  was  bound  thence  oa  a  voyage  to  St,  Thomas's  and  Princes  Islands  direct,  imder 
the  command  of  one  Mahoel  J(»s€  Machado. 

'The  diestilmcion,  in  the  Official  Papers  of  the  vessel,  was  not  attended  to,  as  it  caoie  out  ia*«wklelice 
tbftt  she  went  from  Bahia  to  Gibraltar,  and  there  shipped  some  packages,  and  then  p^Poeeeded  to 
Lagos,  whete  the  car^fo  of  negroes  was  embarked,  with  which  she  was  captured,  on  the  6th  uUinuv 
by  Her  Majesty's  brig  "  Water  Witch^"  off  Cape  Formosa. 

After  ihe  shbrt  passage  of  17  days,  she  reached  this  harbour  late  on  the  22d  ultimo,  and  was  visked 
and  reported  upon  by  the  Acting  Marshal  and  Surgeon  to  the  Coinrts,  oa  the  Gollomm^  mmnEoag, 
earlyl 

-From  Ihe  Surgeon*s  account  of  these  slaves,  we  learned  that  only  5  had  died  of  disease  dunng  the 
passage  hither,  2  had  destroyed  themselves  by  jumping  overboard,  and  4  were  at  different  times  found 
dead  on  the  slave-deck  at  the  morning  inspection,  under  circumstances  which  led  to  a  suspicion  that 
they  had  been  killed  by  the  other  slaves. 

The  survivors  of  this  cargo,  with  the  exception  of  12,  were  in  a  more  than  usually  healthy  condition, 
but  were  much  Crowded ;  and  the  Surgeon  therefore  recommended  their  early  landing. 

On  the  sa^e  day,  the  Vessel's  Papers  were  brought  into  Court,  duly  authenticated  by  the  Prize- 
Officer,  together  with  the  Captor's  PedAJcalion^  «3ien  the  Monition  was  issaedr  and  the-  rcyiiaite 
arrangements  niaSe  for  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  and  the  lauding  of  the  slaves ;  which  latter 
took  place  that  evening. 

The  Captor*s  Declaration  was  to  the  effect  that,  on  the  6th  August,  1837,  when  in  latitude  4°  SO* 
norths  and  loQiifi^nide  IP  20^  east,  he  detained  the  ^^  Amelia,^*  saih'ng  under  Portuguese  colours,  being 
bound  from  Lagos  to  Bahia,  with  359  negroes. 

The  witneaeea  ilk  the  Case  w«re*the  alleged  Master  and  Cook  of  the  detained  vessel^  who  wiere 
examined  on  the  Standing  .Interrogatories,  by  the  Registrar,  on  the  26th  ultimo. 

According  to  the  Muster-roll,  tiie  Master  was  one  Manoel  JoscS  Macbiuk),  a  name'whldi  waa  given  ! 
to- the  eaptiM^n^  Officer  at  the  time  of  seizure^  as  that  of  the  Master  of  the  detained  vque);.  but  tbib 
person  acting  in  that  capacity  was  etidently  assuming  that  name,  as  on  his  being  called  to  sign  the 
Outer's  list  of  storey*  ,beaf|ear8  then  to  have  given  his  surname  as  Mardal,  and  which  he  persisted 
in  when  before  the  Registrar ,  for  examinadon.  In  like  manner  the  Cook  of  the  vessel.  When  here, 
declared  hi^  name  to  be  Jose  Lopez;  a  name  which  neither  appears  in  the  Afuster»n)l!,  jtar  inrtlie list 
ontb6  0i*ew  taken  by  the  Seizor  at  the  time  of  capture,  when  each  man  gave  his  own  appeUatian* 
During  the  yo}-age  this  man  answered  to  Francisco>  which  was  agreeaUe  to  the  name  given  the  Cook 
in  th^  MusteihrolL 

The  deposi tk)n  of  the  said  Master,  who  swore  that  he  was  nnabie  to  write  his  name,  was,;tfaat  *'he  Waa 
bom  at  St.  Mlchaefs  (Western  Islands) ;  he  has  no  regular  place  of  abo^,  Uved  last  at  Bahia,  forahonl 
Sy^it^;  iaa«uib}ebt  of  Portugal;  has  also  served  as  Boatswain,  in  a  Brazilian  man-of-war,  for  2  yeanirf 
left  that  service  4  years  sinoa;  isnetmanied.  Was  appointed  ito  the  conMnand of  the  vessel,  ami  pose^ 
sionwas^ivento  hiJ9AAt.Dahia»  about  5  monthe  ago,by  the  Owner,  wbose  name  he  does  not  remember, 
but  says  \i  is  in  the  Vessel's  Papers;  the  said  Owner  is  a  Portugueae  by  birth,  and  is  a  reakientmerohaM  < ' 
of  Bahia  ;  first  ^aw  the  said  vessel  at  Pemambuco,  about  2  years  since ;  does  not  know  whern  she  WM 
bilit.  Yfti^  present  when  the  veseel  was  captured  for  having  slaves  on  board;  saikd  under, P6ctv«»  . 
gime'€okwii«4  had  no  otbe^si  The^  vessel  is  calfed  *Ametiay*  hae  never  had  any  other  name  to  hia 
knpwiedg^;  she  is  about .200  tons. burthaa*  and  had  18  Officers  and  mariners,  elchtsive  ef  witness,  ' 
air  Portuguese,  hired  and  shipped  at  Bahia,  about  5  months  since^  by  wMnesSt  Neither  he  ncMrany  of 
the'OfHcers  or  mariners  had  any  interest  in  either  vessel  or  cargo ;  was  Master  on  board ;  there- was 
DO  passenger.  The-  last  dealing  pott  wa&  Bahia,  and  the  present  voyage  commenced  at  Babiay  anfl 
was  toi  haj^  ended  there,  or  at  Fernambuco;  from  Bahia  the  vessel  went  to  Gibraltar,  for  the  purpose  . 
^of  delivering  dome  Letters  from  the  Owner  to  his  cousin,  one  Joeo  Antonio  Joaquim.  Machado,  a 
resident  merchant  of  that  place;  staid  there  8  days*  and.shij^ped.pr^visienfl  audi  water  tUroug^  the 
agency  of  the  said  Machado ;  but  had  no  communication  with  the  Custom-hous^ ;  neither,  wHneasmttr 
anf-of  •htar<nrM' went  ashdre;  f^em  (^ibralfar  the  vessel  ^nt  direct  to  Lagos,  wbere»the  slaves  were 
shipp*^*.  ThiQ  capturing;  vessel  ^wca  first  seei»  abont  20*  days  since ;  does  not  know  the  latitude  of 
longUude ;  seizure  tpok  place  the;  same  da)^  ai&er  a  okate  of  between  2'or  8  hours ;  wt6iess  was  steer^ 
ing  for  Brazil  when  he  first  saw  the  capturing  vessel ;  did  not  alter  his  course,  but  used  every  en«'  - 
deavour  to  escape.  There  are  no  guns  mounted ;  had  two,  but  threw  them  overboard  in  the-  chase; 
theie  are  a  few  nuiskets  and  cUtlaMs,  but  does  not  know  how  many ;  tbere  was  na  reabtaoce  made ; 
there  were  no  inatmciidnis  to  ateld  or  escape  capture,  or  f^  destroying  or  ceneealii^any  of  the.  veasel^B 
Papers^  ;  fhefname  ef  i\^  po]^  Own^^of  the  vessel  is  in  the  Passport ;  he  is  a  widower,  and  lived  at 
Lisbon  before  he  resided  at  Bahia.  He  knows  nothing  of  any  Bill  of  Sale,  or  the  prioe  6f  the.veksd;'  ' 
or  whether  the  same  be  paid  ;  believes  if  the  vessel  be  restored  she  will  belong  to  the  Owi^^ar  named 
in  the  Passport,  and  to  no  other  person;  kaows  of  no  private  agreement  The  Owner  of  the  vessel  is 
ako  sole  Owner  of  the  cargo ;  the^lader  at  Lagos  was  Luis  de  AadiFada,  a  Portiig^iese  by  tiiuth  and 
allegiance,  and  a  resident  trader  at  Lagos  ;  dqea'iu)t  koowanytbihg  about  the  Consignee ;  the  slaves 
were  to  have  been  landed  on  the  Coast  of  Brazil,  on  account  and  risk  of  the  Owner,  and  betieves,  jf 
restored,  thej  will  belong  to  ^Wrt  person  nkMt,  He  knows  nothing  of  the  last  voyage;  the  earga 
shipped  at  Bahia,  on  the  present  occasion,  was  tobaecdv  nun^  and  dry  goods;  the  present,  cacg^  i^ 
«layes»i^^6  were  shifted,  aUo^thaiv  aU  ffom  the  shore  ;  noaa  died  before,  b«t  some  have  di^d  since 
capture ;  does  i^t  know  how  many,  oa  their  descriptions ;  was  taken  direct  to  Sierra  Leone  after  cap- 
ture, '^he  JP^pf^^  wfre-^and  are  all  true  and  ftdr.  No  Papers  were  destroyed,  concealed,  or  made 
away  with»  Hq  knows  of  no  Papers  in  any  country  relating  to  vessel  or  cargo  besides  those  delivered, 
up.  Th^ce  waa  no  Chaf ler*paity«.  He  doea  no4'  kaom  whether  the  vessel  or  cargo  be  insured ;  the 
vesiel  h^  us«ally<bee]^  uader.  tiie  direction. of  the  person  named  in  the  Passport  as  the  Ovi^er,  in 
regard  to  her  ^mpioyment  in  trade." 
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The  Cook,  in  bis  «vickiioe,  exhibited  ttinh'inere'iiifeniialhm  asiojthe  detained  vessel  than  the 
Master,  altboogii  the  latter  had,  acc^tdtng^  to  ilie  •  Cook's.  aosoiiBt, 
in  the  former  of  which  he  had  been,  by  her  then  Commander,  prom 
tOiveyiiaoeUaiy'a!^  be  had  determined  on  remaintn^  at  La^s  to  trai 
tend  dttribff  the  ]9remas  voyage  and  hnhiced  him  to  ship  for  th< 
to  questions  from  Uie  Re^strar.  In  respect  to  the  shipment  which 
JM8K  nmm  ttOBt  #rect  in  his  contradiction  of  the  Master's  assertion,  I 
.deeWiriBg  it  mms  small  boxes,  which,  in  all  probability,  contained  d 
^mascl  to^'Mylkr  oftt  of  her  dne  coarse  as  she  did,  and  not  to  d 
•This  -witness  dao  contradicted  tiie  description  of  the  Owner  given 
to.|M  a  widower,  'wktls^  the  Codk  Was  positive  as  to  his  being  no^ 
Irring  ai  Baliia.  On  other  points,  where  he  gave  direct  testimony,  \ 


The  mmber  of  deaths  which  had  occurred  daring  the  passage  up  was  testified  to  in  the  usual  i 
iipr%^the'Prilie-Officer,  and  gave  a  Kst  of  8,  in  additiot,i  to  2  instances  of  suicide. 

•fHiiffefoaed'the  SeitoFs  Case,  and  publication  passed  therein  on  the  28th  ultimo,  on  ivhich  date  a 
Petition  for  a  day  of  trial  was  recehred,  and  the  following  90th  was  appointed  for  that  ^purpose,  the 
Monition 'being*  due  at  that  ^me. 

^iOill  the  day  named  the  Court  aeconHnely  assembled,  when,  the  Monition  having  been  duly 
returned,  the  Case  of  this  vessel  was  proceeded  with,  and  a  sentence  recorded  of  ceodemnation  of  the 
aaid  brig  and  iier  cargo,  with  a  Decree  of  emancipation  for  the  surviving  345  slaves  belonging  ix^  her. 

(Signed)  WALTER  W.  LEWI^ 

Sierra  Leone,  llihS&plember,  l«37.  R.  DOHERTY. 


No.  49. 

'Her^Mrye^iiys  Commissioners  to  P^i^ount  Palimrston.-^Received  Decemher  \6,) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  90th  October,  t837.  ' 

Hrr  Majesty's  brigantine  **  Dolphin,"  under  the  command  oT  Ideutenaat 
Pdritk  Campbell,  fell  in  with  and  detained  on  the  25th  ultimo,  off  Princes 
•Ii^nd,  the  Portuguese  schooner  **  Frimoroza,''  having  on  board  1B2 -slaves,  said 
to  have,  been  shipped  at  the  Boony  for  the  slave-market  at  Havana. 

Tke  "  Frufnoraza''  reached  this  port  on  the  19th  instant,  aod  dn  the  followiog 
mortiiffig  wiis  presented  before  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed 
Commission*for  adjudication,  which  took  place  on  the  fdlowieg  28th,  when  the 
conBscation  of  the  said  vessel  and  her  cargo  was  pronounced,  as  well  as  the 
ea»a»Gipation4>f.ih&«BrvivGr6  of  the  sliaves  seized  on  board  of  her,  who  amoiuited 
on  that  d^^  to  186  ;  no  le^  than  46  of  these  unfortunate  people  having  kW&a 
vicftms  to  diseiase  during  the  month  tiiey  were  under  detention. 

Xhe  slaves  of  this  vessel  on  reaching  the  Colony  showed  in  a  more  thari  ordinary 
iQaniier>tfae-^eete  of  the  disease  which  had  prevailed  amongst  them  during  the 
pasBag^  up,  they  being  generally  much  emaciated  and  debilitated. .  Under  sadh 
cifctrmfetances  it  was  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  detained  scbdoner  had  arrived  in 
an  ex^reJBely  clean  aiul  orderly  state,  and  which  reflected  great  credit  on  the  zeal 
and  htmaoity  of  the  PrizeOfficer,  Mr.  G.  E.  Biirslem,  whose  conduct  on  similar 
oooafiioiTs  previously  has  been  very  praiseworthy, 

Herewitn  we  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  our  Report  of  this 
Case, 

.FroiB<4ill  we*eottld  learn  from  the  Passport  and  Muster-roll  of  this  vessel  (the 
onlr  two  Papers  found  on  board  of  her),  and  the  evidence  of  the  witoesses,  we 
thitik  it  may  be  presumed,  that  the  *'  Frimoroza^'  was  Spanish  property  and 
belonging  to  Cuba,  being  merely  covered  with  the  Portug-uese  flag  to  avoid  the 
effisot  of  the  Equipment  Article  of  the  late  Treaty  with  Spam. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viseouni  Babntnton,  G.C.B. 
^.  ^e.  ^c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  49. 

Report  of  the  Case  of  the  Portuguese  Schooner  "  Primoroza,"  Joaquim  Pedro  Xavier,  Master, 

Ifcc  "  P>-tmoro2a,''  a  small  schooner*  navigaUd  under  the  Portuguese  Hag,  und '  furttish^d  with  a 
Provinonal  Passport  from  the  Goveivment  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  on  a  previous  voyage  wYuch 
endeS  at  Havana,  and  with  a  Muster-roll  from  the  latter  port,  whence  she  sailed  in  May  last,  was 
detained  on  the  25th  ultioio,  by  Her  Mi^ty's  brigantine  ^'  Dolphin/'  off  Princes  Island,  for  having 
on  beard  a  oaigo  'Of  182  slaves ;  said  to  have  been  embarked  a  few^ays  prevknisly  in  the  RWer  Bo^ny. 

TJnder  Ihe  authority  of  the  two  Documents  above  mentioned  tkts  vessel's  voyage  was  conducted ; 
and  from  the  little  information  to  be  derived  therefrom,  no  opinion  could  be  satisfactorily  arrived  at  as 
to  the  real  parties  concerned  in  this  adventure. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


72  SIERRA  LEONE.    {Portugal:) 

The  alleged  Owner  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  when  they  were  brought  before  the  British  and  Portu- 
guese Court,  was  stated  to  be  the  late  Master;  whilst  the  Passport  declared  the  proprietorship  of  the 
schooner  to  be  in  one  Daniel  Honorio  Burrozo,  who  last  year  commanded  her  from  the  Cape  Verdes 
to  Cuba,  and  from  whom  ihe  late  Master  stated  he  had  purchased  her.  Barrozo,  however,  from  bis 
signature  to  the  Passport,  which  is  barely  readable,  and  which  has  several  orthographical  errors  in  it, 
would  appear  to  be  one  of  those  ignorant  men,  who,  of  late,  have  frequently  been  found  in  charge  of 
Spanish  vessels,  which  have  nominally  changed  their  nationality  to  Portuguese,  and  wbo  bave  been 
intended  to  serve  temporarily  as  Captain  for  the  new  6ag,  until  better  arrangements  could  be  effected. 

Late  in  the  atlemoon  of  the  19th- instant  tbcdelained  \£S^\  arrived^a^his  port,  and  was  imme* 
diately  visited  b)^the  Aofili^  Mai^Ed  ixiA  &urgeoo  t6,  lli^^tf Qiirts^  whi  resp^cfiflly  made  their  custo- 
mary reports.  From  the  Surgeou*s  statement  we  found  that  during  the  schooner's  voyage  bither 
much  sickness  bad  prevailed  amongst  the  slaves,  and  that  39  had  died.  On  their  arrival  here,  how- 
ever, there  was  not  much  actual  disease  prevailing ;  but  these  unfortunate  people  were  in  a  more 
than  ordinary  state  of  emaciation  and  debility,  which  led  the  Surgeon  to  urge  their  immediate  landing. 
It  was  very  satisfactory  to  us  to  learn  Change  (Telamed  vessel  had,  notwithstanding  the  illness  of  the 
slaves  during  the  voyage  up,  arrived  in  a  condition  which  afforded  good  proof  of  the  humane  attention 
which  Mr.  Burslem,  the  Prize-OfQcer,  had  bestowed  upon  bis  charge. 

On  the  morning  following  the  schooner's  arrival,  her  Papers,  duly  authenticated!  and  tbe  Captor's 
Declaration  were  received  into  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission ;  the  Monition 
issued,  and  the  witnesses  produced  for  examiaation.  .     <    \ :       ^^ 

At  the'  sanfe  time  the  disembarkation  of  Ihe  slctve^  Mrtb  ^tttioned  for  aiid  complied  With,  oi:ikbc 
Colonial  Governi^^nt  consenting  to  receive  them.  «      ■  r 

The  Declaration  of  the  Captbr  stated,  that  he  had  seized  the  said  schooner,  on  the  2^t'h'Sbptenitfcr, 
18^7,  in  kiitu^e  1?  29^  north,  ^d  )t)ngitude  5""  fit^.^afst^.  in: fin  alleged •  v<^yfig)e  frbfc^  Bonny  to 
iiavana,  for  baying  a  cargo  of  daves  op  Jxwd,  of  wj^ni  15  were  at  that  time  sick. .  j  j  ^  .  i . ,!  w  ^ 
'The  Master  of  the  schooner,  and  the'Cook,  Francisco  Diaz,  were  examined  on  the  20(n' instant  ^y 
the  Registrar  on  the  standing  ii^tenrro^tories ;  to  whieh  Ih^  said  Master  gave  tli^  fiilfowhigoretiHesi:-^ 
"That  he  was  born  at  Liabim,.b8a  no  jse tiled  place  of  residence,  is  a  subject  of  Portugal,  and  has 
never  served  anf  otUeri  ^tt.;'is  i)0t  married.  He«  ap})0inted  himself  to  the  command,  being  Owner ; 
go{  popfe^i^n  of  the  yessel  a^  Havana  about  6  months  since  from  the  former  Master  and  Owner, 
vfnose  name'he  ooes  not  remember,  but  he  is  a  Portuguese;  first  saw  the  said  vessel^t  HaypJia  aJbaut 
6  or  7  months  ago ;  she  is  American  buiH.  ]^e  was  pfeserrt  wh^  ^he  vessel  ^as  captiir^d  Mrtth'^aVes 
on  board ;  bad  no  colours  but  Portuguese.  The  vessel  has  never  had  any  other  name  to,  bif^  knowledge 
than  ^Primoroza;^  she  is  58  tons  burthen,  and  had  15  Officers  and  mariners  exclusive  of  witness, 
chiefly  Portuguese  and  a  few  Spaniards,  all  shipped  and  hired  at  Havana  by  witness  in  May  last. 
He  was  sole  Owner  of  both  vessel  and  cargo ;  none  of  the  Officers  nor  mariners  had  any  interest  in 
either ;  was  Master  on  board ;  there  was  no  passenger.  The  last  clearing  port  was  Havana,  and  the 
voyage  commenced  and  was  to  have  ended  there  ;  from  Havana  the  vessel  proceeded  to  Bonny,  where 
she  shipped  slaves.  The  capturing  vessel  was  6rst  seen  on  the  25ih  September,  to  the  southward  and 
ivithin  sight  of  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas ;  capture  took  place  the  same  day,  after  a  chase  of  about  4 
hours ;  witness  was  stee/^ng  for  Cuba  at  tbe  time,  and  made  every  endeavour  to  escape ;  there  are  no 
guns  nor  ammunition,  and  but  8  muskets  on  board ;  there  was  no  resistance  made,  and  there  were 
no  instructions  for  destroying  or  concealing  any  of  the  Vessers  Papers.  He  is  sole  Owner  of  the 
vessel.  There  was  a  Bill  of  Sale  from  the  former  Owner;  witness  lost  it  at  Havana,  does  not  recollect 
the  date,  there  were  no  witnesse»f-4lw  ptioe  wp  <;000  il»HaMj  najl  was  all  paid  in  cash,  and  was  a 
fair  equivalent  for  the  vessel ;  if  the  vessel  be  restored  it  will  l>elong  to  witness  only ;  there  was  no 
private  agreement.  He  is  the  sole  Owner,  Lader,  and  Consignee  of  tbe  cargo  ;  intended  to  have  landed 
the  slaves  at  Porto  Rico,  or  some  port  in  Cuba,  as  circumstances  favoured ;  and  if  they  should  be 
restored  they  will  belong  to  him  only.  He  knows  nothing  of  the  former  voyage  ;  tbe  cargo  brought 
out  on  the  present  occasion  was  a  general  one  of  tobacco,  rum,  powder,  beads,  &c.  The  present  cargo 
is  slaves ;  189  were  taken  on  board  altogether,  all  from  the  shore  ;  does  not  remember  their  descrip- 
tions ;  6  died  before  capture  and  41  since.  After  seizure  the  vessel  was  taken  to  Sierra  Leone.  The 
Papers  found  on  board  were  and  are  all  true  and  fair ;  no  Papers  were  destroyed,  concealed,  or  made 
away  with,  except  the  Log-book,  which,  during  his  absence  on  board  the  man-of-war,  was  taken  by  the 
Portuguese  sailors,  and  torn  up  for  cigars.  He  knows  of  no  other  Papers  in  any  country  relating  to 
the  vessel  and  cargo.  There  was  no  Charter-party.  Neitlier  vessel  nor  cargo  is  insured ;  the  vessel 
was  under  witness's  sole  management ;  bulk  was  broken  at  Bonny.  No  slaves  have  been  disem- 
barked since][capture." 

Francisco  Diaz's  evidence  was  nearly  a  repetition  of  what  the  Master  had  deposed  to,  excepting 
only  as  to  the  Bill  of  Sale  of  the  vessel,  the  existence  of  the  Charter-party,  and  the  insurance  of  vessel 
and  cargo,  of  all  which  he  declared  himself  ignorant. 

The  statements  of  the  Master,  that  he  did  not  remember  from  whom  he  had  purchased  the  vessel, 
and  that  the  Bill  of  Sale  of  her  had  been  lost,  although  he  has  only  been  in  connexion  with  the  de- 
tained schooner  between  6  or  7  months,  can  only  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  he  had  no  interest  what- 
ever in  the  said  vessel  beyond  the  command  of  her. 

During  the  period  the  Prize-Officer  had  charge  of  the  slaves  of  this  vessel  41  of  them  died  from 
disease,  as  was  shown  by  that  gentleman's  Affidavit  filed  on  tlie  23d  inst. 

Publication  in  the  Case  was  granted  on  the  24th  instant,  and  the  28th  was  appointed  for  the  trial 
of  this  vessel ;  previous  to  which  a  Petition  was  presented,  asking  that  the  Marshal  to  the  Court  should 
be  allowed  to  relieve  the  Prize-Officer  of  his  charge  of  the  detained  schooner,  in  order  to  allow  him  to 
leave  the  Colony  in  a  man-of-war  then  proceeding  to  the  Leeward  Coast;  to  which  application  assent 
was  given. 

The  Monition,  issued  on  the  20th  instant,  was  duly  returned  on  the  28th,  when  the  Court  met  to 
^judicate  this  vessel,  and  a  sentence  was  pronounced  of  condemnation  of  the  vesssl  and  cargo,  and 
emancipation  of  the  186  slaves,  tbe  survivors  on  that  date  of  the  182  originally  seized  in  Uie  said 
schooner* 

(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

Sierra  Leone,  30th  October,  1837.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
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No.  50. 
U\$  M<ye*tt/*M  Committumert  to  Pttcount  Pahnereton. — (Received  Sepiemberl2.) 
Mr  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  30th  June,  1837. 

Wb  bare  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship^  that  no  Case  has  come 
before  the  British  and  Netherlands  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  established  in  thb 
Colony,  during  the  balf>year  ending  on  the  30th  instant. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  DOHERTY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Jiight  Hon,  Viscount  Pabaerstonj  O.C.B. 
^c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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SIERRA  LEONE.     {Brazil.) 


No.  51. 
His  Majesty's  Commissumers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  July  5.) 
My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  25th  February. 

With  this  Despatch  we  have  the  honour  of  transmitting,  for  your  Lord- 
ship's information,  our  Report  of  the  Case  of  the  ship  **  Incomprehensivelt'  seized 
under  Portuffuese  colours  with  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  boards  in  23^  56'  south  lati- 
tude and  16^  16'  west  longitude,  by  His  Majesty's  brigantine  '^Dolphin/'  in 
consequence  of  the  Comnmnder  of  that  cmizer  finding  from  her  Papers  tfiat  she 
was  owned  by  persons  residing  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  that  she  wa«  therefore  not 
entitled  to  protection  from  seizure,  under  her  Portuguese  flag  and  passport,  which, 
he  appears  to  have  considered^  had  been  assumed  for  colourable  purposes. 

The  detained  ship  arrived  here  on  the  27lh  January,  and  the  usual  proceeding 
were  immediately  instituted  for  prosecuting  her  for  a  breach  of  the  Treaty  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Brazil,  and  which  termi- 
nated on  the  17th  instant  in  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel,  and  the  emancipation 
of  the  506  surviving  slaves  of  the  cargo. 

In  this  case  very  lengthy  evidence  was  adduced^  to  much  of  which  it  is  here 
unnecessary  to  allude.  It  will,  we  think,  appear  clear  to  your  Lordship  that  the 
following  facts  were  distinctly  elucidated,  wnich,  we  submit,  were  sufficient  for  us 
to  proceed  upon  to  the  decision  pronounced,  under  your  Lordship's  instructions 
respecting  the  Case  of  the  **  Maria  de  Gloria.*^ 

It  was  proved  that  the  vessel  was  owned  by  a  resident  Foreign  Merchant  or 
Merchants  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  she  was  fitted  out,  and  dispatched  with  a 
cargo,  shipped  in  that  port  by  residents  there,  to  Mozambique,  evidently  on  a 
slaving  voyage :  that  she  went  to  ports  in  the  Mozambique  Channel  under  the 
direction  of  one  Luis  Antonio  de  Carvalho  e  Castro,  a  person  who  has  been 
notoriously  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  as  we  shall  hereafter  distinctly  show,  and 
there  embarked  upwards  of  700  slaves,  purchased  with  the  goods  (as  far  as  we 
had  the  means  of  judging)  shipped  as  the  outward  cargo  at  Rio  de  Janeiro :  that 
the  cargo  of  slaves  W£is  cleared  out  in  an  irregular  manner  by  the  Authorities  of 
Mozambique,  her  Passport  not  authorising  her  to  carry  slaves:  and  that  the 
vessel  did  not  attempt  to  proceed  towards  Angola,  the  destination  assigned  in  her 
Papers,  after  rounding  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  kept  a  direct  course  for  Rio 
de  Janeiro  until  the  day  of  capture,  to  avoid  which  every  effort  was  exerted.  From 
the  course  pursued,  as  above  stated,  and  the  latitude  in  which  she  was  found,  it  is 
plain  she  was  destined  with  slaves  to  the  Brazils. 

The  Master  and  Claimant  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  desired  that  his  claim  should 
rest  solely  on  his  unsupported  testimony,  as  all  the  official  and  other  papers,  which 
were  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  this  subject,  he  declared  to  have  been  obtained 
under  false  representations,  or  fabricated  under  his  directions  to  suit  his  private 
objects. 

This  vessel  appears  to  have  been  for  some  years  employed  in  a  questionable 
kind  of  trade  (so  far  back  as  1827),  when  the  Master  states  he  knew  her  under  the 
Portuguese  flag  at  Angola,  whither,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  she  went  on  a  slaving 
voyage. 

The  evidence  in  the  Case  proves  her  to  have  gone  under  the  several  names  of 
"**  Marcial.*'  "  Emprendedora, '  and  ^*  La  Legurta''  previous  to  her  bearing  the 
title  of  *^  IncomprehensiveV 

Luis  Antonio  de  Carvalho  e  Castro,  the  Master  of  the  *'  Incomprehensiveh''  is 
the  same  person  referred  to  by  the  British  Commissioners  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  dn 
the  case  of  tl)e  ^'  Amizade  FeUz,^  seized  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  and  belonging 
to  the  Monte  Yidean  Company  for  importing  slaves  under  the  name  of  Colonists 
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iDta  Ibe  proYinoe  of  Uru^iMiy,  and  other  places  in  South  America ;  at  the  head  of 
whic4  the  outlawed  Brazilian  subject^  Teadoro  Yillacai  and  L.  A.  de  Carvalho  e 
Castro,  appear  to  be.  This  Carvalho  is  also  described  in  that  case  as  having  been 
the  shipper  of  the  slaves  of  the  ^'  JUo  de  Platuy*  taken  under  Monte  Videan 
cdoars,  and  prosecuted  to  condemnation  before  the  Mixed  Commission  at  Rio# 
His  notorietr  as  a  dave-dealer^  and  hb  determination  to  persevere  in  that  traffic, 
seem^  therefore^  to  be  beyond  all  question. 

Si  May  it  not.  My  Lord,  reasonably  be  suspected,  fliagt  fbi$  vessel  cleared  out  at 
Rk)  to  some  extent  fitted  for  the  Slave  Trade,  when  the  slave  boiler  appears  to 
have  been  the  only  article  of  slaviag  equipment  purchased  or  shipped  at  Mozam* 
bique  ? 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  D.  CAMPBELL. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Bight  Han.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Endoturein  No.  5L 

Report  of  the  Case  of  ike  Ship  ^  Incottiprebcnsiyel,**  tmder  Partuffwue  Chlours,  of  which  LuitAnionio 

de  Cofvalko  e  Castro  wa$  Master » 

Tan  veaatl  leas  provided  with  Uit  under^ineiiliODed  official  Ship's  P^ra  by  the  Government  of 
Moumibiquet  bearing  date  in  November  of  last  year,  authorizing  a  voyage  tbence  to  Lisbon,  touching 
at  Angola. 

1.  Passport,  describing  the  vessel  to  be  owned  by  Agostinho  Atrgusto  de  Farta,  and  commanded 
by  the  above-named  Carvalho  e  Castro.    There  is  no  authority  to  carry  slaves; 

2.  A  Muster  roll  of  the  crew,  which  also  expresses  that  784  slaves  have  been  embarked  as  pas- 


^  Custom-house  Certifioate  of  the  embarkation  of  582  slaves  by  Miguel  Caslone  Pinto,  ofMozam* 
bique,  and  the  transhiphieDt  of  re-embarkation  of  200  from  the  Portuguese  barque  **  Emprehendora.*^ 

4.  Custom-boose  Clearance,  addressed  to  the  authorities  at  Angola  for  the  above-mentioned  slaves, 
and  one  box  of  tortoise-sb^ 

In  udditioa  to  Iba  foregoing  Ship's'Papers,  there  were  found  on  board  this  vessel  at  the  time  of, 
and  siibaequent  to  her  detention,  a  Log-book  of  her  voyage  from  the  date  of  ber  leaving  Mozambique 
to  the  time  of  seizure,  and  62  other  Documents,  which  appear  to  be  as  follows : — 

Papers  dated  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 

I*  JPortugncse  Consular  Certificate  of  the  sale  of  the  Sardinian  vessel  "  La  Leguria,"  by  Joao 
Bapiista  Viale  to  Agostinho  Augusto  de  Faria,  a  Portuguese  subject  resident  at  Rio,  on  the  26th 
February,  18S6,  for  10  eontos  of  reis;  she  vras  named  by  her  purchaser  "  Incomprehensiml.^ 

8«  Certificate  of  payment  of  the  duty  on  wood,  chargeable  on  the  above  sale  agreeably  to  the  Bra- 
sflianlawa. 

,  3.  Chartev-party»  made  on  the  18th  January,  1836,  between  Faria,  the  proprietor  of  the  detaiaedi 
vessel,  L.  A.  Carvalho  e  Castro  lier  Master,  and  J.  B.  Viale,  the  former  Owner,  for  a  voyage  on  the 
joint  account  of  the  last  tw(^named  persons,  to  Goa  and  Mozambique,  returning  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  by 
way  of  MoBte  Video.  The  freighters  to  find  the  crew  of  the  vessel,  and  pay  to  the  Owner  14  eontos 
ef  reia  tbv  her  use;  a  sum  greater,  by  4  eontos  of  reis,  than  the  stated  cost  of  the  vessel  to  Faria. 

This  Document,  which  was  alleged  by  the  claimant  to  be  most  important  in  the  course  of  the  Case, 
la  unsealed,  and  has  not  even  the  signature  of  a  witness.  Its  bearing  date  one  month  previous  to  the 
completion  of  the  Bill  of  Sale  to  Faria,  by  whk^  alone  he  could  possess  kg^al  power  to  enter  into  such 
a  contract.  Is  in  itself  sufficient  to  invalidate  it. 

.  4.  A  Xiattec  of  Instructions  to  the  Master,  Carvalho,  and  Joao  Baptista  Viale,  the  presumed  Super- 
cargo of  the  vessel,  for  the  disposal  of  the  outward  cargo,  and  giving  directions  for  what  was  to  be 
procured  in  return,  from  Vicente  Domingo  Saporiti,  dated  Rio,  13th  April,  1836.  To  this  letter  Saporiti 
I  snbaoribes  himself  aa  "  Cashier  cfthe  Society.*^    lliis  is  a  Document  which  was  considered  of  very 

I  mat  importance  m  the  Case,  and  we  have  accordingly  annexed  hereto  a  copy  of  the  same,  which  ren- 

ders unnecessary  a  more  extended  description  of  it  in  this  place. 
^  A  Bill  of  Pwroeb,  and  receipt  for  6  dozen  shoes,  bought  apparently  for  shipment  by  Saporiti. 

Papers  obiamed  at  Inhambane. 

1.  Authority  to  land  for  sale  some  '*  Bolacha  ^  (a  sort  of  cake),  dated  4th  August,  1836,  and  signed 
by  the  Governor  and  Captain-Mi^or,  Candido  Maximo  Monies. 

2.  A  XiCtter  of  thanks  from  the  said  Governor  to  Carvalho,  the  late  Master  of  the  detained  vessel, 
for  a  20*dollar  subscription  for  some  object  not  distinctly  stated. 

8.  A  Letter  from  the  said  Governor,  Monies,  advising  Jao^  Foueard  that  he  was  sending  (to 
.  Mosambiqae  it  ia  snppoaed)  by  the  bearer  2  negroes  to  be  sold,  and  directing  the  proceeds  thereof  to 
be  remitted  to  him  in  doth,  vrine,  and  spirits. — Dated  the  27th  July,  1836. 

Foueard  vras  connected  with  the  parties  concerned  in  this  vessel,  as  was  evident  from  Carvalho  con- 
skraing  some  goods  to  him  during  the  ^*  Incomprehensivefs ''  stay  in  the  *'  Mozambique  ''  channel. 
XntiBMtely  he  shii^ped  in  this  vessel  as  the  First  Mate,  in  the  room  of  the  one  who  left  at  Mozam- 
bique. 

4*  A  bundle*  eontaining  5  miscellaneous  Documents. 

Fofers  dated  at  Mozambique. 

1.  Certificate  of  landing  there  from  Rio  some  goods  mentioned  in  '*  SaporitiV^  Letter,  and  an 
Aaftfaoniy  for  selling  certain  goods  by  auction. 
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l2U|  NoTeniber,  1B36»  ftapeetr 
'b  aooonnt  lo  Aii^&»i  and  >  Um 
ro^H^Q.  Gapiet^fboUilkese: 
4e(^Q0Q  upon  ihipa.  (  .  v  v. 
)Meip,.ad(k«89ed  U»  CMnnlbQ'at. 
^tter.wns  pn^imvsdby  ibe  btfcc : 

lancisco  i'Ajud^VemB^  mnAr. 

eml  dir«otioii9  eon^emiog^the 

I  ^dir^ssed  to  the  ackaowMgedt 

iti  >,    i         ..    -.    i     . 

J'  ■.  '■   ■ (        '     .    ' 

^  espenfes  in  mpplying/^lnp'a 
lilst  «4  Mosntmbkqne. .  .     .  •  , 

.  1.  Bills  oC  leading  CXww)  ftr  cargp  iiypp^  ji^  Inis  ves^.al.Eto Jbiy  the  said  Stppriti  aiid  Qj^waUio;  ' 
]  for  a  k^nsbipm^nt  by  Carvalhp  at  ipbaim)ajfe  (or  Mozambique  iuthe  schooner  ^  Mindela^r  and 
3  others  foi^  the  like,  purpose  by-^be  sumaccf^  '*  F.aUi  Idiama^**    T^e  last  ?  vessels  ii|ay,  w^.thiokybe 
p^esMoaed  to  b^v^  belonged  ^o^ pr  F^,^  ifl  conn^ooijKith,  '*  t,h«  Sp^y,'*  of  wbicb  $9fKiriti  und  Cv-t 
valho' were  the  ?ig;ent$i .      ..  ,^   ,.•;.•:",  ••,   :/...■  ,,.-..     .  j ^    ...      -      i     •  ;/      *    '» 

'2»  A  parcel,, containing 9  pnyjwte  Pf^pers^  .     ...,., 

$..  $ea!e(l  p^ckefs^  direc|ie^.as  hereujiider^,aad.ii^bich.are  herewith  forwarded  to  England  in  or^iio 
their  reJ^Jjiqg'their^dres^es:— '*  V    .,  ^  ,,    ..,  •,/  ..  ,  ,,,./...»  ,  i  •;■     ■     '>•-     - 

,    .l..TbeSecieU*ybfSiat^AttrI-»bo«.  ,v  ''. 

.<  ; ;8.  SeSor/Viocnie  Tonmo  do8.'5anlns»  Lddboo^ 

^  hB.  fikiior'iBtoft>iAiiloiiiod-A«lradaf  lisboo.   .  i  ^'  "      i 

i4e4ber«iainay 

.  <      )>  . .     ,,       '.r  •  ••  ; 

OQ.    Tb^^ipute  i 
k)utb  Atneriear; 
^y'sbpigf^ntinn'i 
i^tsbebelowgtd. 
;i^  pr  (ivUions  of 
^  dsiained  ^d 
lis  DieqUiin^n^  * 
qivd"  reacbed 
Surg^n  to  tbe 
il,,^d,theeo>n* 
^of  tlie.slaves*! 
M  thfitJWNnenv 
^enii>,w/ei^>c^a. 
rjooking.  sbives  ^ 
loMvithsijandIng  . 

416  l^'aOpOBI* 

k(l,  thatMvenil  . 
on  ofrttoenu  he  j 

nHlpd^,  itwa8..- 
^1vHbtbaquAll-  I 
Cfut^dnlayt  6iHy.  • 

r%,du]yr  Wbfenr  r 

nM^€U9UM9iff]r.. 

Itsseaprodnotd  .. 

•      I  '"  1. ..  ., 
ising.iii  Iftftudeir 

ibot  bad  passed   . 
vboaid;  she  Is > 
ladedarf^  that  . 
a.  PasspoiiMid'  > 
Jaabonrtoiifih-^ 
I  his  Owner  ml, 
bing  at  Monte . 

isk>  will  identify.  ^ 
i  the  Captain  of., 
abxeachof  the 

10  e  CafitrO)  the 
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AfflQllM^SoiMB,  Whd  Mfert'ttH  €ftaite«ed  by  the'Ri^l»rtnr*OW  thfe  Sl'stiiHimb.    "  i. .    -  f 

The  Master's  replies  to'ihe  itattflfn^  1«^r(>gat6H^sr  "^re,  lfii<t^**M  t^iui  bom  irt  VWa'JRei^uliti 

TavM^yyii^s  in'Hio^Jahein>'^  'ha^  t*^KdHl^hcre  itbdntibtii'  W  flV*j  jeiir^  aHorrether;  atr HiflTer^rnt 

pditeA^V  is  a  wlbject  6f  Port«igai,*nd  ha4«  iietfet^»^m»d  kiif  tkher^ate,  tin^'U  not  mdh-ifed."  IT^'bok 

the MMditmiiid  hftiwelf  atl!6zariib«qiie,  ftil?bVc«nb^  lWt,^b^ft^'pf^viotifSly  SnpeVcfefg^'tty  f&ritietj 

Master,  Luis  F«rr«ii^'  de^Afatijo^  who  %<»  Hpip6ftfitctf '  by  witliess'  ttt  Rit)^<fe  Jatteiro,  hiiviHV  pVdijett* 

himMtP^uftfilr  lb  pet^Hii  the  duties ;  and  lipott  oSteitrfdn  df  Witrf^ss  takW^  rthimatid,  he  m^deftie'sJid 

lAiW'Fmtteirti  »§iK|HdiM«tteV'  F*rs<*saw'tlfe  aftitif  ^siel  (n'18l7/itt  AhgiiTaf ;  thftits  ^he  Was  bWft^ftl 

France.     He  was  present  when  his  vessel  was  capturvd^  believes  she  was  detained  on  accost  df' 

hai^tif  slaves  in  boorA.    SilM  twder  Pferin^a<*8C  bdlbni^ ;  fhii^  were  W«o  otief  Preiicb,  rrtit'Eiffflhni;, 

oMl^^ertoftfi^'One^'DMeh,  «nd  two  B^teJF&nettslgri^  *  th^  vrfete  otr  bi^rd  for  the  purposes  of  dVesiin^ 

tlte'yMelviy  gala  days. '  TWe  telss6l*s  ttame  i^^  In^^drkpreherii^et ;'  belfeves'  site  has  beeti  go  callfed* 

since  January  or  February  Itet '  Ftet  liaieW  her  Und^r  the*  namfe  ot^Mdrciali*  ^he  Wfaii  (heh'W 

Angola,  and  suled  under  the  Brazilian  flag ;  believes  she  was  also  Ciilted  '  Leaurid*  atiditl^  w^ottier 

naif^o' ^Mi"iiii1il«ll  he  is  not  a^tlidiit^d:    She  hi^' 5^  ton^  burthen,  ahd  had  abont  21  OfAcefe  ahd 

mariners,  eX6]ti^^  c^f-fi/ithess.    The  Fitst  Pilot 'Atifd  one  l^ahrah  are  Frendh,  the  Boatsir^in  ahd  two 

mariners  are  Genoese,  one  seaman  is  a  Sp^rrlatd,  «nd  (he  Seeotrd^i}6t' (who  was  formerly  the'MisteIr) 

and  the  remainder  of  the  crew  are  Portug;i\fi3e ;  allsl^ippfd  ^p^ 

seamen,  who  were  taken  on  board  at  Mozambique)  by  witness, 

Owitf^r  6f  the  c^rgy  (W6  bf  thfe  slaves  ftlongedtg  wFtness),  atid  j 

BtteiWta  Vfele,  A'passenget*  oh  board :  ttotie  of  the  Officers  or  tha 

T^^iibel^  cargo^    Is  MiistteT  on  board ;  there  wtre  8  passengers,' 

deftefy  ftofai  Mozfttnbiqu^  to  the  Portiigtrese  Cortert,  and  passeng 

Brito,  Master  or  Supercargo  (witness  does  not  know  which)  of  the 

and  two  negro  slaves^  passengers  for,  Angola ;  the  above-named  3 

fes^knvMda  tiafiveof^G^tioa;  with  his  servant,  a  Genoeee  he 

Spanish  mariners,  put  on  board  by  the  Governor  of  Mozambique  j 

The  present  voyage  commenced  at  Rio  Janeiro^  and  witness  tnten 

or  Buenos  Ayres^  or  Rio  Janeiro^  according  to  circunu^oRcdf/^the  hist  clearing' port  wa9M<ianfinhlque. 

From  Rio  Janeiro  the  vessel  proceeded  to  Inhambane^wfaera  sheahvvted  on  tiwr  I2Ui  Jtine.    'Witness 

remained  nearly  three  months,  and  spld  and  bartered  his  carj 

alwIlinBSslteVeir/ ahd  took  On  board  about'Sfiftf  or  2S0  mtfre  sltii 

h«*ttftrHWoh  th^  sad  Septemb^,  aM-vdiere  he  traded  Whh 

board  the  remainder  of  his. slaves,  and  sai|ed  from  thence  on 

capttfiS^W- his ^fegi-ilrither.^He first  liiW  tlifeMiijes^V! 

b^V'doliri  iiot  kkibw-ihcWtude  exactly  ;fhfnks  it  was  iboti 

plb(!«<itt<2A^»  fouth  Id^ltude;  and  about  S^hr  6®  west  Ibngitud 

Pflbt'r  tot  icco^rrg  to  the  *  DolfJhinV  recfcomng  KT^  west. 

retetawrtng  by  sl^ftig^tbat  die  person  Who  had  charge  df  his  cl 

CG^ofMced  about'  1!  cAilock  a.m.,  and  Capture  took  place  abi 

ncit<«^t^)«d;  nor  any  ii(idttfoinal  ^afl  hoisted  on  the  app^arsii^cti 

wait'flii^fiH  tiiric^  dSr^t  for  Anjgola  from  tbe  tirr^e  sbe  Uflr  t/icft\ 

aft^'pi^iols  and  ctrtlasses,  and  a  sitfall  quantity  of  powder;  i 

\\o^  td  m^ke  iJlny,'^T  to  feVoid  capture,  or  for  ctJncedllt^g:  oi 

An^titkho  Aujfitstltt  FBtria  is  the  Owner  of  tbfe  vessel  \  Icnowi 

Poytl^^e  Con^Tate  at  RTo,  ind  from  baving  fWiirhted  the 

Pdfiliig^i^tee  by  Mrth  *rtd  kllegfince,  and  Ve^ides  at  Efo  Jrinc 

th^rfejO^'Whctfe'toii^ttlded  previotisly  j[  th^^dldOi^ner  is  ttol  i 

Sa^'ft^id^Jobofe.^Vlfclie  to  Paria  V  btit  witness  khtiws  hbthihg 

C^lftifiorf^'fftyhifttePortngtfcse  Consulate  (No.  5);  having  n 

noffitfgf  %bddt  ifie  pt4c4  of  the  Vessel ;  but  b^h'eves  tli6  sale 

vessel,  if  restored,  will  belong  to  the  said  FariH.  .  Knbws  oft 

8ol«'>CHrtier  6f  kn  the  dai^  tifow  on  board,  except  the  sla^s, 

C^iMand'  Pinto,  *  Ih^chant  ilhd  hatfve  of  Mozambique,  and  a! 

whtoteeiffgo,  ahd  th^*  Consignee  at  Angola  (tit  which  phiee  it 

actbtliiV'Iflad'fiskibf'Witttcsiaftd  the  said  Pinto)  was  one  Fi 

thiyi  tHttjte,  rind  ri*  Piwrtiigtitte  fet^bject.    The' said  P^reifa  hai 

relfdtfed,<W>H  M6tl^  ifi  iHtnlft^  and' the  said  Pinto,  and  to  (k 

PhlWttotnfe' ffifbt<iit!'4b)  of  tlwe  said  slaves,  and  having  made  a 

th«-wttol^  579^'at  ith^  rate  of  90  dollars  a^h^ad;     fte  knows  t 

shipped  at  Rio  consisted  of  aguardiente,  handkerchiefs  an^ 

Th«'^»ent'c^rg«»C36i]isifitschid!Y  of  slaves';  there  is  also  s6m( 

nuiftlM¥'df'«l(i(m^'cf(dppi^  wa^  785 ;-  does  not  know  th(OT  pd^ 

at^liiMmbanei^iitf^^Wiioiii'Were  lhhd^&tM<i2^  '\^ 

occasion  784,  all  of  whom  wefe  shipped  from  the  shore ;  great  part,  however,  were  of  the  cargo  (871) 

whfeih' fto  had  bMtiig^t  froni  lViharrll£ne,  and  part  consisted  of  a  portion  of  the  cargo  of  the  Portogil^l^ 

bai^«re'*  Smft¥hieitaddo^a^^fiL\\A  pmrch^sM  by  witness  at  Moztimbiqne.    The  detained  vessel  whs  taken 

firit^^A^censH)!^,  atwf  Ihence  to  Sierra  L(eotie  after  capture.    The  Papers  found  on  board  iv-ere  all  true 

an^  fttj^;  i^onebf  th^m  at^  ftilse  or  coWui^ble.   'No  Papers  were  dertroyed,  concealed,  or  triads  aWy 

willii^*  li^  krf^S' of  th^en^^ncet^ifo  other  Pfefpers  relating  to  tbe  vessd  or*  cirgo.    ihiere  was  a' 

CliiiMei^party  bet^en  Vial^,  WitnesSj  aritPFaria.    Witness's  Copy  he  dispatched  from  Mozambiqufe  Ito' " 

hls-^iKM*respokld<e)it  at  Rky)'  Viient*  Domingo  Saporfti,  a  hierchant'and  resident  in  that  city   and 

miM^  to  a  B^^-acilian  lady)>  ^  the  putjpose  of  having  the  same  filtered  so  far  as  regarde't!  Vlale' 

beMg'd^rty  to  it.     Believes  the  said  vialte  had  ialso  a  <topy  of  the  said  Document.     Neithei*  ihe've-sel  ' 

or  0il^o  is  insuMl ;'  the  vesiiel  btfs  be«in  under*  witnie^'s  Tnanagementi  and  witness  corresponds  with 

SaW»i^»  Wh^  YM  %eCftt  his  li^ent^for  ^ome  ye^rrs.     Docs  not  know  what  nation  the  said  Saj^oriti  is  of; 

heWalf«i/'phyi^<^A  be/bre  he  engbged  In  btrsiueds.    I3n1k  was  ftrst  broken  at  Iniiambane  ;  no  slaves    ' 

haV^b^»  diMthbalrked  sfiiicfe  Capture'  and  previously  to  arrival  in  this  port."  ' 

The  evidence  of  J.  B.  Vlale  conftrmed  that  of  the  Master  in  all  the  material  points,  e^^cepting  as  to 

thd*|^^*%iEiteHhi^^voyage  was  to  terminate,  Which  he  declared  was  Lisbon,  and  not  Monte  Video  ot 
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Bueuos  Ayres  as  CarvaJho  had  stated.  Viale  professed  to  be  ig;norant  as  to  who  owned  ihe  cargo  of 
slaves,  or  if  Carvalho  had  any  interest  therein,  and  also  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  Papers  iband  on 
board  of  the  detained  vessel.  He  stated  that  Carvalho  was  nominally  supercargo  on  the  outward 
voyage,  but  really  Master ;  and  that  he  had  formerly  known  the  said  vessel  by  the  names  of  '^  Marcial '' 
and  **  Imprehendatane^^^  and  on  his  purchasing  her  she  was  called  by  him  '*  La  Leguria.*^ 

Gomez,  the  seaman,  in  answer  to  the  standing  interrogatories,  gave  testimony  similar  to  the  previous 
>re  limited  character,  as  his  station  on  board  did  not  afford  him  the  opportunity  of 
ie  affairs  of  the  vessel.    This  witness  confirmed  Viale's  statement,  that  the  voyage 
on,  and  like  him  professed  entire  ignorance  as  to  the  character  of  the  Papers  found 
ed  ship.    As  to  the  ownership  of  the  slaves,  Gomez  deposed  he  believed  that  to  be 
f  ozambique,  of  whose  name  he  was  ignorant ;  his  reason  for  so  thinking  was,  that 
ed  to  had  advanced  the  crew  of  the  said  vessel  a  month's  wages.     Gomez  also 
0,  the  Master  of  the  said  vessel,  had  been  a  resident  of  Monte  Video,  pnevious  to 
f  with  his  family  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  he  has  lived  for  some  time  past, 
['s  affidavit,  accounting  for  the  number  of  deaths  amongst  the  slaves  during  the  period 
.♦«,^  ^  ^.  *, «.  ^.-drge,  was  brought  in  on  the  4th  instant,  and  showed  that  91  castiaUies  had  token  place- 
On  the  14th  instant,  the  Proctor  for  the  Captor  presented  an  affidavit  of  the  Prize-Officer,  authen 
ticating  a  Chart  which  had  been  prepared  from  the  Log-book  of  the  detained  vessel^  describing  her  - 
track,  afler  leaving  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  have  been  direct  for  some  place  in  the  Brazils,  and 
which  placed  her  exactly  in  the  position  in  which  she  was  declared  by  the  Seizor  to  have  been  found, 
according  to  the  reckoning  of  His  Majesty's  brigantine  ^*  Dolphin.^ 

The  Prize-Officer  in  the  said  Affidavit  also  deposed  that  the  chronometer  on  board  the  said  vessel, 
which  had  been  referred  to  by  the  Master  in  the  evidence  taken  in  the  cause,  as  having  been  at  the 
time  of  seizure  run  down  and  out  of  order,  ^' had  been  used  by  the  Deponent  on  the  passage  to  tlus 
port,  and  that  it  had  been  in  perfect  order  durin<i'  the  whole  of  that  time^  and  also  that  hb  reckoning 
by  the  said  chronometer  had  been  found  by  him  to  be  correct  to  a  mile." 
With  this  evidence,  the  Case  for  the  Captor  closed. 

The  defence  of  the  Claimant  in  this  Case,  Luis  Antonio  Carvalho  e  Castro,  the  Master  of  the  de« 
tained  vessel,  was  commenced  on  the  3d  instant,  by  the  filing  of  his  claim,  and  an  Affidavit  in  support 
thereof.  Both  these  Documents  are  inserted  at  length,  and  are  as  follows: — ''The  claim  of  tiie  said 
Luis  Antonio  de  Carvalho  e  Castro,  the  Master  of  the  said  ship,  a  subject  of  Her  Most  Faithful 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  for  the  said  ship,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize,  and  694  Africans,  or  so  many  thereof  as  were  on  board  the  said  ship  at  the  time  of  the 
capture  thereof  by  His  Majesty's  brigantiiie  "Dolphin,"  Thomas  Lorey  Roberts,  Lieutenant  com* 
mandingn  and  brought  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  for  the  value  of  such  of  the  slaves  as  may  have  departed 
this  life  since  the  said  capture;  for  the  said  ship,  her  tackle,  and  furniture,  as  the  sole  property  of 
Augustinho  Augusto  de  Faria,  a  resident  Merchant  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  a  native  of  Portugal,  and 
her  cargo  as  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say,  540  Africans  are  the  property  of  Miguel  Cartano  Pinto,  a  native 
and  resident  of  Mozambique,  and  154  Africans  as  the  property  of  himself,  the  said  Master,  and  also  the 
following  articles  purchased  by  him  the  said  Master,  on  his  own  private  account,  namely,  a  chrono- 
meter, 60  to  62  pounds  of  tortoiseshell,  80  bags  of  rice,  40  bags  of  cassada  flour,  2^  pipes  of  spirits^ 
16  Mozambique  mats,  3  half  barrels  of  American  flour,  1  cask  of  salt  pork,  and  a  few  small  kegs  of 
fish,  vinci^ar,  wine,  oil,  &c.,  and  1  large  copper  boiler ;  and  as  protected  by  the  Treaty  or  Conventioa 
between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  Her  Most  FaithfUl  Majesty,  dated  the  28th  July,  1817;  and  for 
all  costs,  charges,  los<«s,  damages,  demurrage,  and  expenses  as  have  arisen  or  may  arise  by  means  of 
the  capture  and  detention  of  the  said  ship  and  her  cargo  as  aforesaid." 

In  support  of  the  above  Claim,  the  following  Affidavit  of  the  Master  Carvalho  was  filed. 
''Appeared  personally  the  saidLuiz  Antonio  de  Carvalho  e  Castro,  the  Master  of  the  said  ship,  and 
maketh  oath,  that  he  is  a  subject  of  Her  Most  Faithful  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  and  was 
Master  of  the  said  ship  at  the  time  of  the  seizure  and  detention  thereof  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
brigantine  of  War  *  Dolphin,'  Thomas  Jjorey  Roberts,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  commanding,  and  that  the 
said  ship  was  so  captured  and  detained,  on  the  23d  day  of  December  Ia.st,  in  the  prosecution  of  her 
voyage  from  Mozambique,  on  the  eastern  Coast  of  Africa,  to  Angola,  on  the  western  Coast  of  the  same 
Continent,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  674  African,  and  brought  to  Sierra  Leone.  And  he  further 
maketh  oath,  that  Augustinho  Augusto  de  Faria,  a  Portuguese  merchant,  now  resident  at  Rio  Janeiro, 
a  subject  of  Her  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  said  capture  and  detention,  and  now  ia 
the  true,  lawful,  and  sole  Owner  and  Proprietor  of  the  said  ship  *  Incomjirekefuivel,*  her  tackle,  ap- 
parel, and  furniture.  That  deponent  is  the  true,  and  lawful,  and  sole  Owner  and  Proprietor  of  154 
Africans,  who  are  all  that  remain  of  the  206,  purchased  at  Inhambane  and  Mozambique,  and  shipped 
op  board  the  said  ship  for  the  account  and  risk  of  this  deponent.  That  two  of  the  said  Africans  were 
domestics  of  a  merchant  at  Mozambique,  and  were  purchased  by  deponent,  as  being  persons  qualified  to 
attend  upon  deponent,  namely,  Vincente,  as  Cook,  for  285  dollars,  and  Cutauo,  as  Steward,  for  200 
dollars,  without  any  intention  on  the  part  of  this  deponent  to  dispose  of  them  to  any  other  person ;  and 
that  deponent  is  the  true,  lawful,  and  sole  Owner  and  Proprietor  of  the  several  articles  mentioned  and 
enumerated  in  the  aforesaid  claim.  That  Miguel  Cartano  Pinto,  a  merchant  of  Mozambique,  is  also 
the  true,  lawful,  and,  as  deponent  believes,  the  sole  Owner  and  Proprietor  of  240  Africans,  the  residue 
of  579,  originally  shipped  by  him,  on  freight  in  the  said  ship.  And  deponent  fiirther  maketh  oath, 
that  he  verily  believes  the  said  ship,  and  everything  laden  on  board,  and  the  slaves,  are  protected  by 
the  Treaty  or  Convention  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  her  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  alhided  to 
in  the  Claim.  That  this  deponent,  with  certain  goods,  merchandise,  and  monies,  proceeded  from  Rio 
Janeiro  on  the  said  voyage,  and  arrived  ofi^  Inhambane,  on  or  about  the  12th  day  of  June  last,  and  on 
the  change  of  the  moon,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  the  same  month,  the  said  ship  was  got  into  the 
Channel.  That  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of  July  following,  deponent  was  ready  to  proceed  to  sea 
with  the  said  ship,  and  thereupon  received  sundry  Despatches,  to  be  by  this  deponent  delivered  to  the 
Governor  of  Mozambique,  but  being  unable  to  proceed  to  sea  from  the  badness  of  the  weather,  and 
the  state  of  the  Channel,  the  same  were  delivered  by  this  deponent  to  the  Master  of  a  small  Portur 
guese  vessel  then  in  the  vicinity.  That  while  still  detained,  as  aforesaid,  at  Inhambane,  the  said  ship 
was  visited  by  the  Officers  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  *^  Leveret,"  who  found  the  said  ship  then 
under  Portuguese  colours,  that  is,  on  the  24th  day  of  August  last,  and  again,  on  or  about  the  20th  of 
September  following,  while  she  lay  off  Mozambique,  and  which  circumstance  deponent  has  heard,  and 
beLleves  was,  by  the  Commander  of  the  said  brig  "  Leveret''  duly  reported  to  the  Admiral  in  command 
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#D  the  AMcbh  Station.     And  deponent  fintber  maketh  oatii»  that  the  said  ship  tool 
passage  to  Mozambiqae,  a  number  of  Africans,  and  deponent  also  purchased  othe 
time  of  the  said  ship  being  boarded  from  the  said  brig-of-war  *  Leveref,'  she  had  abo 
•D  boardi    That  on  deponent's  arrival  at  Mozambiqtie»  the  doubts  he  had  begun  to 
at  Inhaimbane,  of  the  propriety,  afler  so  much  delay,  of  proceeding  to  Goa,  were  a 
finally  resoked  to  pnrdiase  more  Africans,  from  the  lowne^s  of  their  price  at  Mozaml 
the  offer  jnade  deponent  to  receive  others  on  freight,  and  proceed  with  the  whole  t 
deponent  learnt  considerable  proBt  could  be  made  on  their  sale,  and  for  this  purpose  i 
the  arrangeuaent  entered  into  by  deponent  and  Joao  Baptista  Viale,  which,  with  the  c€ 
Joao  Baptista  Viale,  was  done  accordingly,  and  his  interest  in  the  Charter  abandoned 
having  received  on  board  579  Africans  from  Miguel  Cartano  Pinto  on  freight  to  Ang) 
90  dollars  ibr  each  Afiican,  and  with  those  also  purchased  at  Inhambane  and  Mozann 
to  deponent,  ^e  said  ship,  on  or  about  the  12th  day  of  November  last,  left  Mozambi* 
proceed  to  Angola,  and  from  thence  direct  to  Lisbon,  according  to  an  agreement  em 
deponent  and  the  said  Fiato ;  and  that  it  was  stipulated  in  the  said  Ag^^eement,  that 
deliver  the  Africans  shipped  by  Piuto  to  one  Francisco  Periera  de  Assis,  and  remain 
receive  a  cargo  for  Lisbon,  also  on  freight,  to  consist  of  such  articles  as  are  usual 
tbence  to  Europe,  consisting  of  ivory,  dyewood,  wax,  hides,  and  other  legitimate  articl 
and  that  if  not  despatched  within  that  period,  20  dollars  demurrage  for  each  and  < 
that  time  was  to  be  paid  by  the  Agent  at  Angola  of  the  aforesaid  Pinta     And  he,  < 
maketh  oath,  that  from  the  time  of  leaving  Mozambique  to  tlie  time  of  the  seizin 
afcH'esaid,  the  said  ship,  was  always  kept,  when  wind  and  weather  permitted,  direct  In  her  course 
towards  Angola ;  that,  by  the  negligence  of  the  Pilot,  the  chronometer  was  at  one  time  suffered  to  go 
down,  aad  deponent  verily  believes  that  from  this  cause  and  the  conflicting  currents,  which  evidentiv  to 
this  deponent  they  experienced  off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  occasioned  the  said  ship  to  be  found  by 
file  said  capturing  vessel  to  the  westward  of  her  course.     That  about  9  in  the  morning  of  the  2dd  day 
©f  I^cember  last,  the  said  capturing  vessel  was  discovered  from  the  *  IncomprehensiveU     That  the 
crew  of  the  said  ship  were  alarmed,  and  declared  her  to  be  a  pirate,  and  pressed  this  deponent  to  hoist 
a.flag  of  some  other  nation  than  their  own,  alleging,  that  by  hoisting  their  own  it  would  be  suspected 
slaves  were  on  board.    That  deponent  observed  the  vessel  hoisted  £ng;lish  colours,  and  immediately 
ordered.his  own,  the  flag  of  Portugal,  to  be  hoisted  and  at  the  time  the  said  ship,  *  Incaniprehensivel* 
was  taken  poasessioo  of  by  the  *  Dolphin,'  she  had  the  Portuguese  flag  flying,  and  which  flag  was 
allowed  to  remain  so  hoisted  until  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of  the  said  month,  when  deponent,  being 
then  on  board  the  '  Dolphin,'  saw  that  a  Braxilian  flag  was  displayed,  and  the  Portuguese  flag  hauled 
down.     And  that  deponent  on  again  returning  to  his  vessel,  addressed  hinnself  to  the  Prize  Officer,  to 
ascertain  the  reason  for  such  a  proceeding,  when  the  said  Officer  informed  this  deponent  he  acted  ac- 
cording to  Ms  orders;  thai  deponent  then  declared  to  the  said  Officer,  that  the  Brazilian  flag  was  not 
the  national  flag  of  the  said  vessel,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  deponent's  representations,  and  the 
Brazilian  flag  has  ever  since  been  hobted  on  all  occasions  by  the  Captors.     And  deponent  further 
m^iKth  oath,  that  a  gentleman,  named  as  Deputy  to  the  Portuguese  Cortes,  named  Theadorica  Joze 
de  Abranches,  had  taken  a^passage  with  deponent  to  Lisbon,  calling  at  Angola,  and  paid  for  the  same, 
on  behalf  of  himself  and  family,  consisting  of  1  son,  3  blaok,  and  1  white  servants,  the  sum  of  1500 
dollars;  and  at  the  representation  of  the  Governor  of  Mozambique,  against  leaving  behind  Joao 
Baptista  Viale,  deponent  consented  to  take  him  on  %o  Angola,  or  on  from  thence  to  Lisbon,  as  he 
might  require  That  deponent,  on  loaving  Rio,  was  not  in  command  of  the  *  Incomprehensivel/  but  was 
considered  as  supercargo,  Luiz  Ferreira  de  Aranjo  holding  that  office;  but  that  on  entering  into  the 
Bew  arrangements  for  the  voyage  at  Mozambique,  as  before  alluded  to,  deponent  found  that,  unless  he 
took  upon  himself  the  command,  no  confidence  would  exist  in  Uie  minds  of  the  party  who  was 
freighting  the  said  ship,  and  this  induced  deponent  to  take  tiie  command,  and  have  the  necessary 
documents  made  in  his  name  as  Master ;  »nd  this  deponent  considered  tliat  he  was  fully  authorised  so 
to  do,  by  the  tenonr  of  the  agreement  entered  into  for  the  said  ship  between  himself  and  the  owner 
Faoritt.     That  the  deviation  from  the  original  voyage,  and  every  particular,  were  duly  forwarded  by  this 
deponent  to  his  agent  at  Rio,  Vicente  Domingos  Saporiti,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  make 
such  other  agreement  or  confirm  the  first  (changing  the  destination),  as  he  might  consider  most  for 
the  interest  of  this  deponent,  with  the  owner  Faria;  and  also  informed  the  said  a^rent  that  so  soon  as 
the  cargo  of  the  said  ship  was  discharged  at  Lisbon,  another  would  be,  if  possible,  without  delay 
procured,  and  the  ship  proceeded  with  to  Rio,  intimating  that  deponent  hoped  upon  the  whole  no 
more  time  would  be  consumed  in  completing  the  new  arrani>;eraents  than  the  original  voyage  was 
calculated  to  occupy.     And  deponent  further  maketh  oath,  that  he  arrived  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  Fe- 
bruary, 1836,  and  that  from  the  time  he  first  saw  the  *  Incomprehennvtl,^  and  until  the  time  of  her 
capture  as  aforesaid,  he  never  at  any  time  saw  her  hoist  the  Brazilian  fiag,  but  on  the  contrary  she 
adways  hoisted  the  flag  of  Portugal.     That  depoi^ent  has  several  times  seen  the  said  ship  alluded  to  in 
the   Brazilian  newspapers,  and  that  she  was  always  described  as  a  Portug^uese  vessel.     That  the 
circumstance  of  her  having  on  board  the  fiags  of  various  nations,  besides  her  national  fiag  of  Portugal, 
ia  lawful  to  the  subjects  of  Portugal,  and  of  general  practice  in  merchant  vessels  of  a  superior  size. 
And  deponent  fiirther  maketh  oath,  that  on  leaving  Rio  he  had  not  the  remotest  idea  of  engaging  in 
the  Slave  Trade,  and  therefore  made  no  preparations  for  the  same ;  and  especially  had  no  slave- 
coppers,  the  one  now  on  board,  and  lately  in  use,  made  of  copper,  and  also  one  of  iron,  were  purchased 
by  this  deponent  at  Mozambique.     And  he  fiirther  maketh  oath,  that  no  person  or  persons,  other  than 
the  persons  before -mentioned,  have  any  right,  title  or  interest  in  the  said  ship,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture,  goods,  ware,  merchandize,  or  slaves  on  board  the  same  at  the  time  of  the  capture  and 
seizure  thereof,  and  that  he  is  duly  authorised  to  make  the  claim  hereunto  annexed ;  and  that  the  same 
is  a  true  and  just  claim,  and  that  he  shall  be  ab!e  to  make  due  proof  and  specification  thereof" 

At  the  instance  of  the  proctor  for  the  claimant,  special  interrogatories  were  prepared  and  put  to  the 
said  Master,  Carvalho,  and  J.  B.  Viale.  On  the  13th  instant,  their  examinations  were  taken  on  these 
qoestions. 

Carvalho  deposed,  **  that,  on  quitting  Rio  Janeiro,  the  vessel  was  provided  with  a  passport,  granted 
by  Joaquim  Antonio  de  Magalhaes,  the  Portuguese  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Brazil :  this  docu- 
ment vras  delivered  up  to  the  authorities  at  Mozambique,  according  to  the  usual  practice  on  such  occa- 
He  was  also  provided  with  a  Muster-roll,  signed  by  Bernardo  de  Carvalho,  Chancellor  to  the 
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Portngaese  Consulate  si  Rio :  thh  docmiient  was  In  like  manner  with  the  passport  delirered  up  to  the 
authorities  at  Mozambique.  He  did  receive  a  letter  from  Saporiti  relating  to  the  cargo,  and  Batista 
Viale  was  furnbhed  with  a  duplicate.  Saporiti  is  witness's  ^correspondent,  and  wrote  those  letters 
by  witnesses  instructions,  as  a  precaution,  that  in  case  of  witness's  death  the  property  might  be 
returned  to  his  family  :  the  duplicate  which  was  given  to  Viale  is  amongst  the  ship*s  papers; 
witness's  copy  was  left  at  Mozambique  with  other  property  in  charge  of  Pinto,  to  be  forwarded  direct 
to  Rio  Janeiro.  The  reason  the  whole  of  the  slaves  were  shipiied  in  I^nto*s  name  was,  that  there  is 
a  law  in  Angola' (which  extends  to  all  the  Portuguese  settlements)  that  when  a  man  dies  there,  if  he 
leaves  no  heir  in  the  place  where  he  dies,  his  property  is  seized  by  the  authorities,  and  it  is  generally 
very  long  before  the  representatives  of  the  deceased  receive  the  proceeds,  and  witness  was  desirous,  in 
case  of  anything  happening  to  him,  to  cover  the  property  by  having  it  shipped  in  Pinto's  name,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  this  risk  of  delay.  He  received  a  letter  from  Pinto,  stating  that  he  had 
shipped  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine  slaves^  of  which  number,  however,  only  five  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  belonged  to  Pinto ;  the  reasons  were  the  same  as  those  stated  in  the  preceding  interroga- 
tory (eighth),  and  that  in  case  of  witness's  death  there  might  be  no  discrepancy  between  the  Custom- 
house certificate  and  this  letter.  One  Julia6  was  recommended  at  Rio  to  witness  by  Viale,  and 
witness  authorized  Viale  to  ship  him  as  first  mate,  which  was  done  accordingly.  Jalia6  lefl  the  vessel 
at  Mozambique ;  witness  did  not  make  any  efiprt  to  retake  him,  though  he  lefi  the  vessel  without 
witness's  consent.  Juliao  complained  against  M.  Viale,  whom  he  alleged  to  be  the  cause  of  his 
leaving  the  ship,  and  to  whom  he  looked  for  his  wages. 

^  Witness  supposes,  because  Viale  shipped  him,  and  the  reason  he  was  called  Captain  is.  that 
M.  Viale,  being  a  Master  mariner,  was  always  so  designated.  He  was  not  at  Rio  when  Faria 
purchased  the  '  Incomprehensively  but  was  acquainted  with  him  previously  as  a  merchant ;  and  it 
was  at  the  time  witness  was  about  freighting  this  vessel  that  he  was  recommended  by  Saporiti  and 
others  to  inquire  of  '  Viale,'  the  former  owner,  what  kind  of  a  vessel  she  was,  and  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  these  inquiries  that  witness  became  acquainted  with  Viale.  The  proposition  of  joining  in 
the  Charter-party  originated  with  Viale,  who  offere<l  and  paid  four  contos  of  reis  in  paper  fi/r  his 
share  of  the  freight.  One  consideration  with  witness  in  taking  Viale  was,  that  he  had  been  represented 
to  him  as  an  able  pilot,  but  he  was  shipped  only  as  a  passenger ;  the  contract  was  rescinded  in  con- 
sequence of  disagreements  between  witness  and  Viale ;  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  in  silver 
(Spanish  dollars)  was  paid  by  witness  to  Viale  at  Mozambique  as  the  balance  due  to  him,  and  a  fiill 
consideration  for  his  interest  in  the  said  Charter-party.  Two  hundred  half-doubloons  was  entered  by 
witness  at  the  Custom-house  at  Mozambique,  and  was  no  part  of  the  money  mentioned  in  SaporitTs 
letter. 

"  Viale's  replies  were  as  follows: — ^The  *  IncomprehensiveV  was  in  his  possession  about  seventeen 
months  before  he  sold  her  to  Faria.  He  sold  her  to  Faria  in  November,  1834,  but  did  not  record  the 
sale  till  February,  1835,  in  consequence  of  the  bill  of  sale  not  having  been  regularly  drawn  out  till 
then,  a  minute  only  having  been  made  in  the  first  instance.  He  had  a  passport  for  Ooa  when  he  left 
Rio  in  the  *'  Incamprehensivel ;"  it  was  granted  by  the  Conte  P&lma  de  Borga  Franco,  the  Sardinian 
Minister  at  Rio,  and  witness  was  designated  a  master  mariner.  He  has  that  passport  at  his  lodgings, 
and  can  produce  it  if  required.  The  first  mate,  one  Juliad,  prosecuted  witness  for  his  wages  on 
quitting  the  vessel  at  Mozambique ;  the  reason  he  did  so  was,  that  Juliad,  having  in  the  first  instance 
endeavoured  by  process  to  compel  Carvalho  and  Castro  to  pay,  and  having  failed,  in  consequence  of 
his  being  unable  to  prove  that  Carvalho  gave  him  any  cause  to  quit  the  vessel,  then  attacked  witness 
(through,  as  he  thinks,  the  contrivance  of  Carvalho),  alleging  witness  had  been  the  occasion  of  his 
leaving  the  vessel,  and  in  consequence  witness  had  to  pay  one  hundred  dollars :  the  reason  he  and 
Carvalho  separated  their  interests  was,  that  there  was  constant  disputes  and  misunderstandings 
between  them:  witness  received  two  Uiousand  five  hundred  dollars  in  gold  (Portuguese  half- 
doubloons)  from  Carvalho,  in  consideration  of  resigning  his  interest  in  the  freight  of  the  vessel." 

On  the  17th  instant  an  affidavit  sworn  to  by  Carvalho  and  Viale  was  filed,  with  two  papers  annexed 
to  it.  The  first  was  an  original  list  of  stores  taken  by  the  seizor,  and  found  on  board  the  detained 
vessel  by  the  seizing  officer  at  the  time  of  capture,  in  which  the  *'  Chronometer"  is  described  as  having 
run  down.  This  ract  Carvalho  in  the  above-mentioned  afiidavit  confirms  on  oath,  but  the  Prize- 
Officer  in  a  subsequent  affidavit  explains  the  matter  by  stating  that  the  *^  Chronometer"  was  so 
described  on  the  authority  of  Carvalho,  and  not  from  the  personal  observation  of  the  captor.  The 
second  document  is  a  survey  and  sketch  of  the  harbour  and  town  of  Inhambane,  made  by  Viale, 
representing  the  ^*  IncomprehensiveP*  lying  at  anchor  ther^  under  the  Portuguese  flag.  To  the  truth 
of  this  circumstance  Viale  swears,  with  the  avowed  object  of  satisfying  the  Court,  that  the  "  Ineom* 
prehensiver  had  visited  Inhambane  u  a  Portuguese  vessel. 

The  proctor  for  the  claimant  presented  a  petition  on  the  11th  instant,  stating  that  in  the  Brazils 
there  was  in  the  possession  of  the  authorities,  the  Portuguese  Ambassador  and  Consul,  and  other 
residents  of  that  empire,  additional  and  incontrovertible  proof  that  the  claimant  is  a  Portuguese 
subject,  and  that  the  detained  vessel  is  bondjide  owned  and  navigated  by  Portuguese  subjects ;  that 
no  Brazilian  interest  is  covered  or  concealed  or  employed  in  the  voyage  In  which  she  was  captured ; 
and  that  all  the  evidence  to  establish  these  points  which  the  claimant  could  then  command,  hsMl  been 
already  adduced  by  him ;  it  was  therefore  prayed  that  the  full  period  of  four  months,  according  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Mixed  Court,  might  be  grantee)  in  order  to  obtain  this  further  evidence ;  and  that 
the  vessel  should  in  the  mean  time  l^  sold,  &c.  An  affidavit  was  annexed  to  this  said  petition,  wliich 
simply  repeated  the  substance  of  it.  This  document,  the  Court  were  of  opinion,  should  have 
described,  in  a  clear  and  explicit  manner,  the  nature  of  the  proof,  said  to  exist  in  Brazil,  respecting  the 
facts  alluded  to  in  the  petition ;  in  order  to  obtain  which  the  application  was  directed  to  be  amended. 
In  conformity  with  the  above  directions,  an  amended  affidavit  of  Carvalho,  the  said  Master,  was  put  In 
and  sworn  to  on  the  16th  instant,  containing  the  following  statements : — ^That  he  could  procure  doo«i* 
mentary  proof  from  Brazil,  that  he  and  Faria,  the  owner  of  the  detained  vessel,  are  Portuguese  subjects 
residing  there,  and  as  such  acknowledged  by  the  authorities ;  that  when  she  cleared  out  thence  for 
the  present  voyage,  the  Portuguese  Ambassador  gave  a  passport;  that  on  her  sale  to  Viale  she  was  a 
Portuguese  vessel ;  that  afler  her  sale  by  Viale  she  always  hoisted  the  flag  (^Portugal,  and  that  that 
sale  was  made  truly  and  without  fraud  ;  that  in  the  Gazettes  and  other  periodical  publications  she 
was  always  described  as  a  Portuguese  vessel ;  that  Aranjo,  the  Master  of  the  detained  vessel,  on  her 
leaving  Rio,  1$  a  Pc^uguese  subject;    that  Vicente  Domingo  Saporiti  is  an  Italian  merchant 
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mident  al  Bio,  and  has  not  .been  /|iatiuali?iie4,or  i 
not  own  any  of  the  cargo  of  this  vesseU  bvit  wro 
deponent,  purporting  that  he  had  consigned  th^  eai 
the  same  falling  into  the  hands  of  th^  avthonUes  at 
which  case  Viale  could  have  acted  in ^ his, place;  I 
Portuguese  cannot  he  admitted  to  the  jnghts  ,of  a  B 
married  in  the  country,  or  by  an  act  of  naturalizatif 
this  deponent  out, of  his  own  funds  only;  anc^  i 
deponent  with  Faria  was  withput  fraud  and,  withoul 
ship  in  the  Slave  Trade.  .      .  .    t,       /.      ..  ^ .   •  -     .     ,  .    •  ,.-iv 

The  declared  object  of  this  applicalioa  havinc  been  to  estaljlisli  by  lurtter  proof  that. this  vessel  was  , 
owned  and  navigated  by  subjecU  of  I^ortugal,  the  Cc^^rt  declined  complying  therewith,  beipg  prepared  ' 
on  the  evidence  already  before  it  to  acknowledge,  the  detained  vessiel,  and  her  cargo  as  (the  property  of, 
Portuguese  residents  at  Rio  de  Janeiro.  With  this  proceeding  the  claimapt'i  ^eTence  concludec^  and,. 
the  Court  assembled  on  the  17tK  inst,  for  the  adjudication  of  the  case.  '  , ,     .         ,    ^, 

The  Aoctors  for  the  captor  and  claimant  were  ^eard  at  copiderable  length  on  behalf  pf  thflrj 

clients,  when  the  Court  gave  judgment  herein.  .   .  ' /. 

,  It  is  not  necessary  here  further  to  allude  to  the  arguments  of  . 

was  strongly  urged  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  that  the.  British  « 

mission  had  no  jurisdiction  in  this  case,  an  objection  which  was  q\ 

This  vessel  sailing  under  tjie  flag  of  Portug^al,  \vith  a  cargo 
been  seized  by  Her  Majest};'s  brig  ^*  Dolphin,  23  degrees  to  t! 
about  midway  hefween  Africa  and  Soutji  America,  on  the  ground 
tiiguese  merchant,  being  a  resident  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  therefore 
^ave  Trade  was  an  infraction  of  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britain 
traffic.  At  Mozambique  this  vessel  obtained  official  papers,  node 
which  plainly  show  her  to  have  been  a  vessel  authorized  to  sail  uxi 
Consular  certificate  found  on  board  (a  copy  of  which  issubjoinc 
Tessel  to  be  in  Agostiriho  Augusto  de  Faria,  a  Portuguese  mercha 
were  the  proprietors  of  the  slaves  seized  on  board  this  ship  wai 
ownership  of  the  vessel;  for  all  the  documents  which  related. ther 
ceedingsi  in  the  most  extraordinary  manner  falsified  by  the  eviden 
as  claimant  of  the  ship  and  cargo.  These  documents  consisted 
their  embarkation  at,  and  dlearance  from,  Mozambique ;  as  well  ai 
ticated)  entered  into  there  by  the  Master  of  the  detained  vessel  wi; 
ottijii  ii^r'la  annexed,  No.* 5),  anJ'some  letters , relating  Ihereti]^ 
id  the  list  6f  jpapers  at  the  commenc?inent  of  thi^  Report*  and  w 
as  the  prdpcjrty  of  the  said  Pinto:  This,  ^owever,  Carvalho,  the  M 
tdhe  (he  dasi^/as'ne  insisted  that  two  huh dred'  and  six,  of  trie  si 
pfOfessedTy  6^ed  and  shipped  by  Pii^to,  were  "his  private  prdpeirt 
contradfctioti  of  the  official  and  private  paper^  of  the  vessel,  he  sw 
tised  upon''the'Ctistom-hous6  officers  at  Mozambique,  by  Pinto  ei 
hundreid  ^nd'siJt  slaves  as  hrsown,  in  order'  that,  should  he  (Car< 
colonies,  hfe  niiglit  have  some  agent' to  take  immediate  possession  t 
fallhlg  into  tlie  hands  of  the  ColOYiial  authorities,  to  obtain 'it  fron 
h^n  snbjected  to  difficulty  and  dela/f  This  declaration  of  Can 
thatthi*'Ciistom-housjB  papers,  as  far  ai  related  to  the  slaves,'  hac 
tion^,  though  df  the  ejttent  of  the  deception  stated' to  haVe  been  pfa 
insttatl'ce,  we  bad  6n^  the  fornler*s  evidence ;  as  tlie  bttiei*  witnesses  I 
to  whom  the  slaves  oelong-ed^  As  Carvalho  hai  himself  rendered  t 
dcmhtfiil  character;  ^e  Were  inrfisp<$feed  t6  give  the  official  portioi 
hflxr^  attached  to  (hem,  naturally  supjio^itig,  on  A  consideration  o: 
thehr  having  been  jiltogether  obtafned  undet  fahe'jpretenced,  a^ 
partial!^  so.     * 

To  do  away  vvlth  the  point  which  was  raised  by  Carvalho '  alone;  i^lic 
for  the  conveyance'  td  Angola  of  the*  slaves  seized  bn  bbaihi  bf "  her,  ^itll 
Viale  thereiii,^  td  whom  foiritl}  with  Catv^nio' the  said  vessel  had' beei 
owner,  ]^[Viria,  it  was  declared  ty*  bbfh  these  -persons  that  Viale' had  sol 
Cat'Mhicf,  theyttlving'dl^afer^^  at  Mo^annfbique.  This  evidence  v^asc 
by  special  interrogatories,  and  as  the  first  witness  examinedf  had  hot  \ 
other  wffe  thb  replies'  he  had  given  to  the  questions  put,  we  received  V< 
tnrasaetioi^  fi^m  the  alleg^  principals  therein,  the  one  assertltig  iht\ 
fiVi^FroBdred'sflver  dolTArs,  Spahish  doins,  as  the  consideratlbn-ttioney,  a 
reeeHrtd  thai  ifnottnt,  ndt  in  iiilrcr  moneys  but  in  gbld;  in  Portuguese' 
he'lkthi^doiibt^  tifler  these'^t^tethent^,  bf  the  ttansactfon  having  been  i 
of'Ga**valh6,  pirtfetifftrlj'tti'iib  doctimentary  evidencfe  thereof  was  teni 
recttibt  fo^'tte  Bt'ih  saitttd  Irtve  b^eh  do  pM;  dtiA  Which'!*  hattily lilte] 
pcwAis'a^wc^ly  at  Varfehce  with  feach  othfef.    That  ti  iivant  of  cordialii, 

asirelt^flf  that  thfey  ofilf  had  a  Jblifit  Mithorif^*in  th^  affirfrs  of  the  ve^e'f  in  the  dipafcify  of  agents  of 
the"  eha^tefet«s,  wa^i^lainFf  observable  from  the  style  at  some*notci^  addressed  by  Cai^valho  to  Viale, 
whilst  Ifiey  were  In  thW  Mdzafribique  Channel,  and  ^hidh  n^s  wef^  found  with  the  Mher  papers  of 
the  detained  ship;    Connecthig  th^  statemetlts  bf  Carvalho' respecting' the  papers  describing  the  pro-    .' 
perty  in  tbe'slavea,'th4t  some  were  obtained  by  meabsof  ftilse  representations,  andthef  unofficial  ortes 
fabiieated  by  Plnlo,  to  ^ui!  G*-valhb's  purposes;  with  the  fact  of  Pmto  having  addressed  hife  letter  of-   ' 
advifcei  teto  thiese  slaves',  to  Oarv^Wi^,  vtt  Mb&ia;  W  thbugh  h-e  ^d  betri  at  the  tfme  tii  that  plate^,' 
whi>if  in  fittjt  he  and  Pinto  were  actually^  at  Mozambique  together  completing  their  schemes  for  tliis 
expeditfoif,  antf  the  eontradfrtofy  evidence' coticefnhig  the  sale^  of  Viale^s  interest  in  the  freightage  6f 
the  Bftid  vesscUto  Carvalho,  we  could  Only  come  to  the  conclusion,  thnt  the  papers  and  statements  in     * 
queatlpneould  not  beheld  as  aflbWtng  proof  of  th^  matters  to  which  they  referred.'  ♦^ 

itis  tt  peculiar  circumstiincv,  that  the  whole  of  the  commercial  dealings,  which  appear,  by  the 
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Ipaptn  fcaiidoiiboaid,  tohsve  taken  place  between  Carvalho  mad  Piato,  on  aecoii&t  of^  evpemm 
of  the  ship  at  MozandMqne,  amounted  to  boeely  forty  dollars,  whilst  his  expenditove  with  nier^iaiitg 
tiicre  mint  hwve  been  very  considerable.  This  in  itself  would  cieate  a  reasonable  doubt  as  to  w^iether 
PinftobereaUya  merohuit  of  so  much  substance  as  to  own  upwards  of  five  hundred  slaves,  and 
charter  this  vessd  ibr  their  passage,  and  tends  to  confirm  the  view  taken  by  us  of  his  having  no  pro- 
perty in«this  caigo. 

Confttdering  the  ckim  made  l^  Carvalho  for  the  car^o  to  be  bad,  we  had  then  to  look  for  evidence 
ae  to  who  was  reidly  interested  in  these  skves;  but  previous  to  referring  to  the  only  document  found 
on  board  this  Yeseel  which  seemed  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  this  subject,  it  is  requisite  to  k)ok 
into  the  history  of  the  vessel  from  the  commencement  of  her  voyage  at  Rio,  in  order  to  determine 
whelberit  has  not  been  tlmm^iout  one  of  mystery  and  deception;  thus  giving  additional  cause  for 
baving  pronounced  the,  claim  made  by  Carvalho  as  ill-founded,  and  thereby  prevented  him  from 
taking  advantagie  of  his  and  Pinto's  illegal  acts.  J.  B.  Viale,  a  Sardinian,  found  on  board  at  the  time 
of  seisore,  and  who  called  himself  a  passenger  in  this  vessel,  professed  to  have  originally  owned  her^ 
having  bought  her  in  July  1834,  and  sold  her  again  in  February  1836.  During  the.  period  named, 
be  declared  he  kept  .her  idly  et  ancbor  at  Rin,  although  immediately  after  he  had  purcbased  her  he 
fitted  her  out  for  sea.  The  improbability  of  such  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  a  mercantile  person  ia 
evident.  Faria,  the  alleged  pumhaser  of  the  vessel  from  Viale,  is  made  to  charter  her,  fiwr  the  voyage 
in^bich  she  has  been  detained,  toOarvalho  and  Viale,  in  January  1836,  for  forty  per  cent,  more  thaa 
is  stated  to  have  been  paid  for  her;  «nd  in  additio^to  this  extravagant  arrangement^  the  charters  were 
to  be  at  every  expense  for  the  vessel,  including  even  the  hire  of  the  crew ;  on  ihe  authority  of  this 
dbeiraient,  under  which,  after  Viale  had  been  said  to  bave  transferred  his  interest  to  Carvalho  in  the 
eharttng  oi  the  Tessel,  Carvalho  made  his  8ub*charter-party  witb  Pinto  for  carrying  the  cargo  of 
slaves. 

This  «greement,  however,  with  Faxm,  by  Carvalho  and  Viale,  in  addition  to  being  in  every  wi^ 
informal  and  unauthentic,  not  having  the  s^nature  of  even  a  witness,  being  in  ihe  hand-writing  of 
Carvalho  himself,  aiiid  the  signatures  of  Vy^le  and  this  Faria  appearing  to  have  been  made  by  one  and 
the  same  person,  is  of  a  date  ot^  month  previous  to  the  bill  of  sale  to  Faria,  which  is  tbe  only  autho- 
rity Faria  could  hOeive  for  entering  into  the  contract  in  question.  The  Charter-party  with  Faria  waa 
therefore  pronounced  valueless  as  evidence ;  and  the  under  Charter-party  between  Carvalho  and 
Pinto,  made  on  the  strenccth  of  the  one  named,  met  with  a  like  fate  at  our  hands.  «• 

Much  mystery  has  been  thrown  by  the  witnesses  upon  the  respective  characters  which  Viale  and 
Carvalho  held  on  boanl  on  the  outward  voyage,  doubtless  with  some  object  by  them  considered  of 
importance,  but  whidi  was  not  so  apparent  to  us.  Each  of  them  declared  that  Aranjo  (the  second 
mate  on  the  homeward  voyage)  was  the  Master.  Now,  there  is  among  the  papers  found  on  boards 
a  certified  copy  of  a  lengthy  legal  process  instituted  at  Mozambique  by  one  Juliano,  for  the  recovery 
of  his  wages  ns  first  Mate,  against  J.  B.  Viale,  as  Master  in  the  outward  voyage,  and  in  which  capacity 
Viale  appeared,  without  apparently  ofKering  objection  to  the  title,  before  the  Judge  of  Duties.  Car« 
valho's  letters  to  Viale,  whilst  at  Mozambique,  plainly  show  that  he  considered  the  latter  as  Master,  or 
Carvalho  would  hardly  inquire  from  him  when  it  would  be  "  convenient "  for  the  ship  to  go  to  sea,  or 
oiler  suggestions  to  him  as  to  regtilating  the  ship's  chronometers,  &c.  Viale,  in  one  part  of  his  evi 
dence,  however,  says  that  Carvalho  was  nominally  Supercargo,  but  actually  Master,  on  the  outward 
voyage.  The  contradictions  in  evidence  as  to  the  destination  of  the  vessel  are  v^ry  palpable,  and 
directly  at  variance  with  the  vessel's  papers  and  Log-book;  and  .though  this  does  not  involve  a  point 
in  itself  of  importamce  in  the  decision  of  the  case,  yet  it  serves  to  show  how  cautiously  the  swearing  of 
such  witnesses  shoald  be  received.  To  the  fraud  practised  in  obtaining  the  official  papers  at  Mozaiii- 
btque,  respecting  the  shipping  and  ownership  of  the  slaves,  and  the  fabrication  of  the  letters  and 
papers  suited  for  carrying  out  the  scheme,  of  ^hich  that  act  formed  a  part,  and  of  which  we  have 
fully  treated,  we  only  here  allude,  as  being  the  completion  of  a  lengthened  transaction,  around  which 
every  posf^ible  mystery  has  been  thrown  which  fraud  could  apparently  dictate,  in  order  to  disguise  its 
real  character,  and  lead  the  Court,  if  possible,  to  erroneous  conclusions. 

The  paper  wtii6h  we  jmt  now  observed  was  Ihe  only  document  found  on  board  calculated  to  Bh6w 
who  the  leal  parties  interested  in  the  slaves  of  this  vessel  were,  is  one  whidi  was  found  in  the  po»> 
session  of  the  Master  at  the  time  of  the  seizure,  and  described  in  the  early  part  of  the  Report  as  beii^ 
of  such  importance  that  a  transcript  of  it  had  been  annexed.  It  will  be  observed  that  tbe  document 
in  question  (Enolosure  Kb.  1)  is  a  letter  of  instructions,  under  date  Rio  de  Janeiro,  ISth  April, 
1886.  and  addressed  4so  CamraliH)  and  Viale  by  Vicente  Domingo  Saporiti,  who  signs  himself  **  Cb- 
irier  of  tke  Society  J'  Hiis  letter  has  an  appearaiKC  of  originality  and  authority  about  it,  possessed  by 
no  (rtfa^  unofficial  paper  found  an  board ;  and  shows  that  the  Socfety,  of  which  Saporfita  is  the  agent, 
are  the  owners  of  the  cargo,  md  frei^ters,  if  not  owners,  of  the  vessel  which  they  consigned  to 
Carvallio  and  Viale,  with  diieetioBB  .couched  in  ambiguous  terms  for  the  disposal  of  the  outward,  a»d 
pnrchase  of  the  return  cargeea. 

A  part  of  the  outward  cargo,  it  is  worthy  of  note,  was  formed  of  two  thounmd  doUara,  and  two 
thousand  and  fbrty*oil  and  three*quarter  patacs,  equal  together  to  about  nine  hundred  pounds,  oad 
whiefa  had  been  ewuggled  oot  jof  Rio  by  Saporita  in  some  casks  of  sugar.  As  it  is  a  well-knowa 
fact  that  money  is  nmner  employed  in  Afncan  commerce,  excepting  only  in  the  Slave  Trade,  we  kad 
leady  means 'thereby  of  judging  vrhat  leaning  ought  in  fairness  to  attach  to  the  equivocal  expressione 
iu'Seporita's  letter  of  mstmotiens  as  to  the  return  cargo,  and  which  we  considered  only  to  meail  a 
cargo  of  the  kind  with  which  the  vessel  had  been  detained  when  returning  to  Brazil, 

Carvalho  deposed  tespecting  this  letter  from  Saporiti,  that  it  also  was  a  &brication  made  by*hia 
special  order  for  iIr  like  purpose,  as  that  £or  whidihehad  drawn  up  false  papers  in  conjunction  widiPinto 
at  Mozambique;  and  that  Saporiti,  inatead  of  being  his  employer,  was  but  his  agent,  and  had  lieen  so  fo 
many  years.  The  style  of  the  letter  itself,  however,  leads  to  a  conviction  of  its  being  authentic,  and  as 
such  vre  e«ily  eooid  eensidBrit,  there  being  no  evidence  whatever  to  affect  its  validity  excepthig  Car- 
valho's,  upon  whose  unsupported  testimony  alone  we  could  feel  little  disq;)osed  to  place  reliance,  s^to 
the  prevarication  and  oohtradictioos-we  had  detected  him  in,  and  his  admission  of  having  committed 
a'KnudUo  ^fertiehiB  ptitate  purposes,  upon  the  Costom^^bouse  authorities  of  Mozambique. 
'.  Carvalho  also  asserted  that  tins  letter  from  Saporiti  was  a  duplicate  copy,  i^d  the  one  phisCed  in 
Viale's  handa  for  the^cnrity  of  Oavalho'-s  pvoperty  in  the  .event  of  his  death.  There  Is  nothing  about 
the  doouoient  which  iillieates  its  being  a  duplicate ;  on  the  contrar}',  it  has  every  appearance  of  being 
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thft  origmal  and  only  copy,  which  had  been  written.  If  Uits  paT^cr,  however,  had  been  what  Garvalho 
■has  slated  it  to  be,  it  was  open  to  him  to  have  compelled  Viale  to  give  evidence  on  the  jKnuU  which 
from  his  own  showing,  ought  to  have  had  the  effect  of  coirflrming  his*  testimony.  As,  however,  Viale 
had.  at  his  first,  exaimnatloa  declared,  '*  he  knew  nothing  about  the  papers  found  on  board,  the  vesseH" 
he  wa^  considered,  we  presume,  a  dangerous  witness,  and  Carvalho's  assertion  was  therefore  left  to 
produce  such  effect  as  it  might ;  as  a  contradiction  to  the  assertion  of  Carvalho,  that  this,  letter  was 
placed  in  tie  possessiou  of  Viale  as  he  had  described,  we  considered  the  &ct  of  its  having  baen  found 
very  carefully  concealed  in  Carvalho's  desk,  and  laying  ti^  the  side  of  the  certificate  of  the  Bill  of  Sale 
of  the  detained  vessel  to  Faria,  and  the  charter  party  of  her  by  that  man  to  Carvalho  and  Viale^ 
The  fact  of  Carvalho  not  feeling  himself  to  be  other  than  a  responsible  agent  in  the  expediti^a,  in 
^hich  he  had  been  detained,  that  he  was  bound  to  give  a  full  account  of  every  traaisactioa  to  his 
employers^  will  be  evident  from  his  having  kept  in  the  most  careful  way -many  trifling  receipts  for  his 
expenditure  for  the  ship,,  there  were« fifteen  such  seized ;  and  of  his  having  gone  to  the  esipense  of 
obtaming  a  copy,  under  seal,  of  the  lengthy  process  instituted  by  the  first  mate  for  the  recovery  of 
bis  w^res ;  and  which  could  only  have  been  needed  by  him  as  an  exoneration  with  bis  employers  for 
liis  outlay  on  this  account.  Had  Carvalho  paid  what  was  awarded  to  the  first  mate  out  of  his  private 
purse,  and  on  his  own  account  solely,  as  he  would  have  us  believe,  he  never  would  have  incurred  the 
expense  he  must  have  been  at,  in  obtaining  the  copy  of  this  process,  merely  to  have  it  by  him  as  a 
record.  By  one  of  the  Bills  of  Lading  it  appeared,  a  large  cargo  had  been  shipped  at  Bio  de  Janeiro 
ly  Saporiti  for  the  adventure  at  Mozambique,  th«> value  of  which  when  added  to  the  money  also  em- 
ployed, would  seem  to  have  afforded  enough  for  the  purchase  of  the  return  cargo  of  slaves.  Carvalho 
lias  only  given  an  account  of  the  disposal  of  that  part  of  the  outward  cargo,  which  was  used  in  pur- 
chasing the  two  hundred  and  six.  negroes  claimed  by  him,  and  we  are  left  to  infer  what  has  beionne  of 
th«  lemainder  of  it  The  only  reasonable  conclusion,  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  upon  the  subject, 
is  that  it  went  in  the  purchase  of  the  remaiuing  five  hundred  and  seveoty-six  slaves^  f^i^j^ped  as  the 
pcoparty  of  Pinto. 

•  Having  akeady  expressed  our  conviction,  that  the  ouilNffd  cargo  of  this  vessel  was  owned  by 
Saporiti  or  the  society  he  represents ;  we  must  consider  the  akvtfts  purchAsed  with  that  cargo  as  the 
property  of  the  same  party  or  parties* 

S^po^yti  was  described  by  Carvalho  in  his  claim  as  an  Italian  merchant,  resident  in  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
tkragh  at  bis.  first  examination  be  declared  his  ignorance  of  this  curcumstance.  Carvaiho*s  statement 
u somewhat  home  out  by  the  date  of  Sapooeti's  letter  of  business  to  Carvalho  and  Viale,  be&re  alluded 
Uk  Whether  the  society  which  Saporeti  represented  was  resident  in  Bio^  or  not,  no  evidence  was 
obtained  ;  a  circumstance  which  did  not,  however,  create  any  difficulty#.as  the  place  of  business  of  the 
accredited  agept  of  the  said  Society  must  be  held  to  be  the  Sodety'a  residence  for  legal  purposes. 

^jQ»e  detained  ship  had  therefore  been  proved  to  have  been  seized  in  a  slaving  voyage,  for  which  she 
vras  originally  fitted  out  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  a  foreign  resident  Merchant  or  Merchants  of  that  Port, 
to  which  or  its  neighbourhood  there  can  be  little,  if  any,  doubts  the  slaves  seised  were  destined ;  and 
as  to  the  vessel  it  appeared  that  if  she  be  not  owned  by  Saporiti  or  the  Company  to  which  he  is 
cashier,  she  must  have  been  unconditionally  freighted  to  them  as  regarded  the  trade  in  which  she  was 
to  be  employed,  by  the  ostensible  owner,  Augustinho  Augusto  de  Faria,  a  resident  Merchant  at  Rio. 
All  the  evidence  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  detained  ship  was  hired  to  the  said  Company,  is  io  be 
found  in  the  remark  in  Saporiti's  letter  as  to  having  advanced  the  crew  one  month's  wages,  and  which 

^  must  be  considered  only  as  an  occurrence  likely  to  take  place  where  a  vessel  was  so  hired  as  to  be  for 
the  time  being  under  the  sole  and  entire  control  of  those  who  chartered  her,  and  who  it  appears  had 
to  engage  and  pay  the  crew,  who  ^ere  to  navigate  her.  Such  an  unqualified  huring  of  a  vessel  as  that 
deecnbed,  we  must  believe  has  taken  place  in  this  instance,  and  subjects  the  sliip  to  all  theconse* 
ipenees  of  the  illegal  acts  of  the  charterers,  as  much  as  if  the  owny  himself  had  so  employed  her. 

In  every  point  of  view  has  the  detained  ship  been  illegally  employed,  for  the  official  papers  vrith 
which  she  was  provided  for  carrying  slaves  from  Mozambique,  were  insufficient,  according  to  the 
existing  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Pbrtngal,  of  the  28th  of  July,  1817,  which  especially 

.  Erects  that  Portuguese  vessels  detained  for  this  traffic,  where  it  still  continues  lawful  to  carry  it  on» 
oball  be  prorided  with  a  passport,  conformable  to  the  model  annexed  to  the  said  Treaty,  whilst  thaUUT 

,  the  detained  vessel  was  a  common  commercial  passport,  containing  no  allusion  whatever  to  her  car- 
rying slaves. 

In  tfaif  ease,  then,  it  seems  clear  to  us  that  the  **  Incomprehennvel^'*  and  the  slaves  ibund  on  board 
of  her,  were  owned  by  Foreign  Merchants  residing  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  that  therefore  it  was  incum- 
tient  upon  us  to  act  en  the  principle  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  as  laid  down  in  your  Lordship's  despatch 
respecting  the  Portuguese  slave-vessel  *  Maria  da  Gloria^*  that  ^  the  national  character  of  a  Merchant 

'   is-tohetaJcen  firom  the  place  of  his  residence  and  of  his  mercantile  estabhshm^nt,  and  not  from  the 

fffisce  of  his  birth,^  and  therefore  to  view  the  owners  of  the  detained  vessel  and  her  cargo,  as  Brazilian 

.auljects,  and  as  such  bound  \>y  the  laws  of  Brazil,  and  the  engagements  with  which  tluit  Government 

. .,  )iad  enjtered  with  other  States. 

Gov^ncd  by  the  principle  of  Law,  above  quoted,  we  pronounce  that  the^  evidence  in  die  case  bad 
bnv^  the  captured  vessel  and  cargo  within  the  operation  of  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 

.  Bcazfl  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  th^t  it  had  ^n  proved  she  had  committed  a  violation 
of  that  Treaty,  rendering  her  liable  to  condemnation,  and  ift  the  slaves  to  emancipation,  a  sentence 
in  conformity  with. which  opinion  was  accocdmgly  pronounced.  Itiennmbtip  (^  slaves  declared  firee 
1^  tUa  sentence  was  five  hundred  and  eighty-six.  , 

^  Had  the  claim  of  the  Master  of  the  condemned  vessel  for  the  two  hundred  and  six  slaves,  slated  by 
hm  iQ  have  been  his  private  property,  been  satisfactoriFy  made  oat^it  wouIdMpt  havie  altered  the 
decision  pronounced  in  the  case,  as  in  addition  to  his  befng  in  command  of  a  vesselvvirtually  aBraziliaUy 
and  found  contravening  the  engagements  which  that  country  had  made  with  Gtfeat  Britain  for  the 
eit&ctiah  of  slave  trafficking,  he'  declared  himself  to  have  beeti  a  resident  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  fi>r  the  last 
,fiter  or  five  years. 

.  (Signed)  H.CAMPBELL, 

;  WALTER  JiT.  LEWIg. 

.  Sierra  Leme,  Ktk  of  February^  1887.  .    ^        .     ^ 
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Sub-Enclosure  No.  1.  in  No.  51. 
M.  Luiz  Aniomo  de  Cavalko  e  Castro. 

(Translation.)  Mozambique,  I2th  Navemhery  1836. 

To-morrow  morning  you  will  make  sail  in  the  National  vessel  called  the  "  IncomprehemiveW^ 
under  your  command,  for  Lisbon,  touching  at  Angola,  carrying  on  board  of  her  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  blacks,  my  property,  to  deliver  llbm  at  Angdla  to  M.  Francisco  d'Asses  Peraia,  in  his 
absence  to  M.  Francisco  Fenecia  Lopez,  woK,  having  arrived  in  safety,  you  will  follow  the  orders  of 
the  said  Asses  Peraia,  as  we  have  agreed,  and  the  freight  for  which  will  be  only  paid  at  Lisbon ;  if  any 
quantity  is  necessary  for  your  arrangements,  you  will  ask  for  it  from  the  said  Asses  Peraia,  whom  I 
have  requested  in  my  letter  of  to-day  to  deliver  it,  passing  the  receipt  for  it,  to  be  discounted  from  the 
freight ;  but  you  will  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  conto  of  reis  of  that  country.  I  have  nothing  more 
to  recommend  to  you,  except  that  you  may  have  a  short  and  prosperous  voyage. 

Believe  me,  &c. 
(Signed)  MIGUEL  CAETANO  PINT 

(Signed)  W.  HAMILTON. 

Translator. 


Sub-Enclosure  No.  2,  in  No.  51, 

(Translation.) 

We,  the  undersigned,  Luiz  Antonio  de  Carvalho  c  Castro,  Captain  of  the  vessel  *♦  Incompre- 
hensively*  on  the  one  part,  and  on  the  other,  Miguel  Caetano  Pinto,  have  agreed  for  the  fireight  of 
the  aforesaid  vessel  in  the  following  manner : — 

Luiz  Antonio  de  Cavalho  e  Castro,  freights  the  said  vessel  to  Miguel  Castano  Pinto,  to  Lisbon, 
touching  at  Angolla,  to  carry  seven  hundrwl  and  seventy-nine  blacks,  to  deliver  them  there  to  Senor 
Francisco  d'Asses  Peraia,  in  his  absence,  to  Francisco  Fenecia  Lopez,  sustaining  them  at  his  own 
expense,  for  a  passage  of  thirty  Spanish  dollars  each  that  arrives  alive,  from  Angola  to  Lisbon  ;  to 
load  her  with  goods  on  his  own  account,  according  to  the  state  of  the  country,  towards  this  city  ; 
binding  himself  to  wait  for  the  cargo  at  Angolla  for  sixty  days,  commencing  from  the  day  of  arrival, 
and  for  those  which  he  may  be  delayed  beyond  the  stated  time,  he  binds  himself  to  indemnify  him  in 
the  sum  of  twenty  Spanish  dollars  per  diem.  We  declare  that  all  the  freight  shall  be  pakl  at  Lisbon, 
and  for  our  information  we  have  made  three  of  the  same  tenor,  and  have  both  signed,  which  we  pro- 
mise to  fulfil  upon  our  word  and  honour. 

(Signed)  LUIZ  ANT.  DE  CARV.  E  CASTRO. 

MIGUEL  CAETANO  PINl'O. 
(Signed)  W.  HAMILTON. 

Translator. 
Mozambique^  4/^  Novembery  1836. 


Sub-Enclosure  No.  3,  in  No.  51; 
(Translation.) 

To  the  Most  lUustrious  Messrs.  Antonio  de  Cavalho  e  Castro  and  Joao  Baptiste  Viale. 
Esteemed  Sirs,  Rid  de  Janeiro,  ISth  Aprils  1836. 

To  your  consignment  sails  the  vessel  "  Incomprehensively*  bound  to  Goa,  touching  at  the  Ports 
in  the  Mozambique  Channel  which  you  may  consider  most  convenient ;  I  have  embarked  in  her  dif- 
xferent  goods  to  the  amount  of  ,  according  to  the  bill  delivered  with  them,  and  by  the  list 

of  the  cargo  which  you  will  receive,  the  freight  on  them  amounting  to  1,062  dol.  600  rs.  in  cash. 
The  crew  is  engaged  at  20,000^  dol.  per  month,  the  seamen  and  boys,  and  prior  to  her  departure  from 
this  port,  I  have  advanced  them  one  month's  wages,  as  appears  by  the  account  which  I  send  them, 
and  which  is  due  to  them. 

Touching  at  the  Ports  in  the  Channel  you  will  use  diligence  in  selling  the  goods  appearing  upon  the 
account,  and  you  will  take  care  that  your  purchases  be  effected  with  the  produce  of  the  goods,  that 
they  be  bartered  for  goods  of  the  first  quality,  and  of  quick  departure,  taking  care  not  to  anchor  in  any 
of  the  Ports  which  you  may  visit ;  you  will  also  receive  goods  on  freight,  always  giving  preference  to 
shippers  who  have  embarked  anything  here  in  the  said  vessel. 

Amongst  the  goods  which  are  mentioned  in  the  Bill  of  Lading,  are  eight  barrels  of  white  sugar, 
marked  C.  V.  No.  1,  within  which  will  be  found  2000  Spanish  dollars,  and  20411  papaes,  which  form 
part  of  the  present  negociation. 

At  all  the  Ports  at  which  they  may  touch  you  will  write  to  me,  making  me  acquainted  with  whatever 
occurs  relative  to  the  business  with  which  you  are  charged,  and  before  sailing  from  the  last  Port  of 
your  lading,  you  will  give  me  a  circumstantial  detail  of  the  final  result  of  the  present  transaction. 
Your  letters  should  be  directed  to  T.  D.  Saporiti  and  Co.,  in  his  absence  to  Antonio  Victoriano  da 
Rocha. 

I  should  warn  you  that  according  to  the  latest  arrangements  of  this  Custom  House,  it  is  necessary 
to  present  an  attested  Copy  of  the  competent  authority  of  the  Custom  House  of  the  Port  in  which  the 
seven  packages,  and  dried  meat  are  disembarked,  and  thin  in  order  to  be  able  to  take  away  the  deposit 
which  is  made  for  the  corresponding  duties ;  you  will  take  all  possible  care  to  fprward  to  me  without 
loss  of  time  the  said  Certificate,  which  must  be  made  in  duplicate,  hi  order  to  detain  one  in  your 
possession. 

Confiding  in  your  experienced  zeal  and  activity  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  with  whidi  you  are 
entrusted,  1  have  the  pleasure  of  wishing  you  a  pleasant  voyage,  awl  declare  myself  your  veiy  attenti?e 
and  friend. 

(Signed)  VICENTE  DOMINGO  SAPORITL 

Cashier  of  the  Socieij^ 
"  (SJgned)  W.HAMILTON. 

Translator. 
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Sub-Enclosure  No.  4.  in  No.  51. 
(IVaiislation.) 

Bernardo  de  Ribeiro  Carvalho,  Chancellor  of  the  Consulate  General  of  Portugal  at  this  Court. 

I  hereby  Certify  that  in  this  Chaacellery  is  to  be  found  registered  in  the  competant  book,  at  the 
80th  page,  and  seventh  verse,  the  bill  of  the  following  tenor : — Bill  of  Sale  of  the  vessel  (Sardinian) 
'  Le  LeguriOt'  made  by  the  Proprietor  Joao  Baptisteo,  to  Ag:ostinho  Augusto  de  Faria,  Portuguese 
subject,  resident  at  this  Court,  on  the  20th  of  Feomary,  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
six,  in  this  Chancellery  of  the  Consulate-General  of  Her  Most  Faithful  Majesty  at  the  Court  and  Pro- 
vince of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  before  me,  thcChancellor,  appeared  present  together  as  voluntary  Seller,  Joao 
Baptisteo  Viale,  and  as  voluntary  Purchaser  Agostinlio  Augusto  de  Faria,  Portuguese  subject,  resident 
at  this  Court,  both  known  by  the  undersigned  witnesses,  in  presence  of  whom  by  the  Seller  it  was 
jsaid,  that  he  was  owner  and  possessor,  fiie  and  unembarrassed,  of  the  Sardinian  vessel  called  the 
*LeLegwriai  which  is  at  present  anchored  in  this  Port,  with  the  flag  of  her  nation,  as  was  made 
certain  by  documents  which  he  presented,  of  which  vessel,  and  all  her  appurtenances  he  made  real 
sale,  henceforth  and  for  ever,  to  the  Purchaser  Agostinha  Augusto  de  Faria,  for  the  sum  of  Eight 
Contos  of  Rees,  in  bank-notes,  which  he  received  at  the  time  of  this  transaction,  and  that  he  gave 
him  a  full  and  general  acquittance  not  to  require  any  more  of  him,  binding  himself  in  his  person  and 
goods  to  make  good  this  sale  at  any  and  every  occasion,  and  free  and  safe  from  any  future  debt  And 
by  the  purchase  it  was  said  that  he  accepted  this  Bill  of  Sale  with  all  its  charges  which  are  contained 
in  it,  desiring  that  the  vessel,  in  which  no  foreigner  has  any  share,  may  be  called  "  IncomprehensivelJ* 
And  he  paid  the  sum  of  one  conto,  and  two  hundred  thousand  reis,  in  consideration  of  the  duty  upon 
the  wood,  which  stands  entered  upon  the  competant  book  ;  and  as  just  and  agreed,  they  requested  me 
to  make  this  Certificate,  which  they  signed  with  the  witnesses  present,  Jeiommio  Joza  Duarte  Silva,  . 
and  Joze  Antonio  Thomas  Romeiro.  I,  Bernardo  Ribeiro  e  Carvalho,  Chancellor,  wrote  and  signed 
this.  Bernardo  Ribeiroe  Carvalho,  Chancellor, — ^J.  B.  Viale, — Agostinho  Augusto  de  Faria, — Jeiommio 
Joze  Duarte  Silva, — Joze  Antonio  Thomas  Romeira.— And  there  is  nothing  further  contained,  in  faith 
of  which  I  have  made  the  inresent,  which  is  signed  by  me,  and  sealed  with  the  Royal  seal  of  this  Con- 
sulate Consular^General  of  Portugal,  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  11th  of  April,  1836. 

(Signed)  BERNARDO  RIBEIRO  E  CARVALHO. 

Chancellor* 

(Signed)  W.  HAMILTON. 

Translator, 


No.  52. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston* — {Received  Sept.  12.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  SOtfi  June,  1837. 

In  pursuance  of  the  75th  Clause  of  an  Act,  passed  in  the  fifth  year  of  His  late 
Majesty's  reign,  entitled  **  An  Act  to  Amend  and  Consolidate  the  Laws  relating  to 
"  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade/'  we  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Return  of  one 
Brazilian  vessel,  adjudicated  in  the  British  and  Brazilian  Court  of  Mixed  Com- 
mission  established  here,  in  the  period  from  the  1st  January  last  to  this  date. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  DOHERTY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon.  FiseomU  Palmerston,  O.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No.  53. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  \bth  Sept.,  1837. 

With  reference  to  your  Dispatch  of  the  25th  of  February  last,  I  have  to 
acquaint  you  that  the  case  therein  roported  of  the  *'  Incomprehensivel,'*  captured 
under  Portuguese  colours,  but  condemned  by  the  Mixed  JBrkish  and  Brazilian 
Court,  has  been  referred  to  the  Queen's  Advocate,  who  has  stated  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  fair  result  of  the  evidence  in  this  case  is,  that  the  ^'  Incomprehensivel'* 
and  her  cargo  were  the  property  of  persons  resident  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  atid  oon^ 
sequently  that  the  Mixed  Court  was  perfectly  justified  in  condemning  the  vessdi 
for  a  breach  of^Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Brazil,  and  in  decreeing  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Her  Mcgesty's  Comnussioners. 

CfC*  eft*  VfC. 


No.  54. 
Her  Mqjesty^s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston  (Received  Dec.  16<A.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  B\st  October,  1837. 

Your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  15th  ultimo  reached  us  a  few  days  since,  and 
we  liad  much  satisfaction  in  learing  therefrom  that  Her  Mmesty's  Government  had 
approved  of  the  British  and  Braziuan  Mixed  Commission  Court  having  condemned 
the  ship  *'  Incomprehensivel,''  seized  under  Portuguese  colours,  and  emancipated 
the  slaves  belonging  to  that  vessel,  on  the  ground  of  the  property  in  this  case 
having  been  proved  to  belong  to  persons  resident  at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  DOHERTY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
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No.55.  ^ 
His  Majesty  s  Cammismners  to  Fiscount  Palmerstm.^^(Received  February  13.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  6th  January,  1837. 

By  His  Majesty's  packet  ^'  Lapwing,"  which  arrived  in  this  pprt  yesterday, 
we  were  honoured  with  the  receipt  of  your  J^ordship's  Despatch,  of  the  17th 
October,  1836,  enclosing  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Admiralty,  stating  that  their 
Lordships  had  sent  directions  to  Commodore  Pell  to  order  Lieutenant  Byng  in 
the  "  Pincher"  to  Belize,  to  bring  back  such  of  the  negroes  and  kroomen  who  calT 
give  evidence  against  Jousiffe,  and  to  proceed  with  them  and  Jousifie  to  Sierra 
Leone,  in  order  that  the  necessary  measures  may  be  taken  to  bring  the  said  Jousiflfe 
to  trial  on  the  charges  preferred  against  him. 

We  feel  very  sensibly  the  prompt  assistance  afforded  by  your  Lordship  at  all 
times  towards  enabling  us  to  carry  on  the  duties  of  this  Commission,  for  which  we 
beg  leave  to  return  our  respectful  thanks. 

We  have  Sec* 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
TTie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 

•      .  ■    •  No.  56.  •         '       ' 

His  Majesty* s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — Received  February  13.) 

My  LoRD^ *  Havana,  6th  January ylS37. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch,  dated  the  8th  November,  1836,  ti-ansmitting  for  our  giiidance  a  Copy  of 
the  Keffulations  which  the  MixecjL  British  and  Spanish  Court  at  Sierra  Leoa^  issued 
to  the  Officers  of  that  Court  in  regard  to  the  breaking  up  of  vessels  condemned 
under  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain;  as  also  an  Extract  from  a 
Despatch  addressed  by  your  Lordship  to  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  in  that 
Colony  upon  the  subject. 

Owmg  to  the  dilatory  manner  in  which  such  operations  are  carried  on  here,  the 
accounts  of  the  condemned  slave-vessel  '^  Preciosa  "  are  not  yet  closed ;  but  we 
trust  that,  when  by  the  next  packet  they  shall  be  duly  placed  before  your  Lordship, 
the  manner  in  which  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to  have  her  broken  up  may  meet  with 
t.  your  Lordship's  approval.  We  shall  for  the  present,  therefore,  content  ourselves 
with  assuring  your  Lordship  that  after  the  contract  for  performing  this  service  was 
concluded,  we  ourselves  witnessed  that  in  executing  it  there  was  not  more  tha^n 
6  fetet  of  any  pSirt  of  the  hull  of  the  vessel  left  entire,  so  complete^ #as  her  final . 
destruction.  , 

We  have,  &c. 
XSigned)  EDWARD  W.  U.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Right  Hon.,  Viscount  Palmerston,  O.C.B.  '  ^ 

♦••■■■•■i*««i«i«»ii^i»»i«-«i""-««i«i«"— ■i«--"-p"^«i^— ^^^i*^"i"^?— WP^Pi-«|i*l*«P««^ 

•    '  /Na-^.   :-.  ^^'   J 

Ijord  Palmerstm  to  Hi^  Mdfesty^s  CoThmissloners. 

Gentlemen,  '  Foreign  Ojfice,  \Mh  February,  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatches  of  theS5th  November  and  of  the  12th 
December,  1836,  reporting  the  conaemnation  of  tne  Spanish  schooner  *^  Empresa,' 
and  the  transmission  bf  the  negroes  &Qanci]^ated  from  that  vessel  to  the  Bahamas, 
and  I  have  much  satisfaction  in  conveying  to  you 'my  approval  of  the  steps  taken 
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by  the  Acting  Jadee,  to  obtain  a  remission  of  the  port  dues,  chargeable  upoir** 
the  return  to  the  Havana  of  the  vessel  hired  for  the  removal  of  the  negroes  in 
question. 

It  has  been  represented  to  me,  through  the  Colonial  Office,  that  the  sentence  in 
this  Case  was  not  signed  till  2  days  after  theMia^  Court  had  decided  upon  it,  and 
the  Papers  transmitted  in  your  Despatch  of  November  25th  show  that^  after  the 
sentence  wto  signed,  4  days  more^lapsed,  before  the  negroes  received  their  Certifi- 
cates of  emancipation^  and  were  madi  over  by  the  Mixed  Court  to  the  care  of  His 
Maksty's  Superintendent. 

The  Colonial  Office^  in  drawing  ray  attention  to  these  facts^  and  to  the  great 
increase  of  sickness  among  the  n^roes^  in  consequence  of  their  detention  on  board 
the  *'  Emvresa,'*  does  not  attribute  blame  to  His  Majesty's  Acting  Judge^  as  it 
appears  tnat  this  delay  arose  from  the  necessity  of  making  out  for  the  use  of  the 
Mixed  Court  a  correct  descriptive  list  of  the  individuals  to  whom  Certificates  of 
emancipation  were  to  be  given. 

^It  is,  however,  the  wish  of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  shorten^  as  much  as  is 
consistent  with  the  due  execution  of  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty,  the  inconve- 
nience which  the  negroes  must  suffer  while  they  continue  confined  on  board  the 
small  vessels  in  which  they  are  captured ;  and  I  have  therefore  to  instruct  you  to 
endeavour  to  induce  the  Spanish  Judge,  in  future,  to  sign  the  sentence  as  soon  as 
the  Court  has  come  to  a  decision. 

You  will  also  propose  to  the  Mixed  Court  that,  when  the  sentence  is  signed, 
the  emancipated  negroes  shall  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Superintendent,  as 
soon  as  that  Officer  shall  notify  that  he  b  prepared  to  receive  them.  Such  an 
arrangement  would  conduce  to  the  relief  ana  comfort  of  the  negroes,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  greatly  facilitate  the  proceedings  of  the  Officers  of  the  Court  in  making 
out  the  Lists  above  alluded  to,  as  this  duty  would  then  be  performed  in  a  clean  and 
roomy  vessel,  instead  j>f  in  a  crowded  and  unwholesome  slave-ship. 

I  am,  &c. 
HU  MtyeHy's  CommUsianers,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.  S[c. 

No.  58. 
V%$count  Palmerston  to  His  Majesty  s  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  *  .       Foreign  Office,  13/A  April,  1837. 

With  reference  to  your  several  communications  upon  the  subject  of  the 
refusal  of  the  Captain- General  to  permit  any  slaves  to  be  landed  from  vessels 
adjudicated  by  the  Mixed  Court  at  the  Havana,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the 
Copy  of  a  Despatch  which  I  addressed  to  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Madrid,  by 
which  ]^ou  will  perceive  that,  with  a  view  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  which  thb 
determination  of  the  Captain- General  would  |)roduce,  His  Majesty's  Government, 
intends  to  send  to  the  Havana  a  hulk,  to  receive  negroes  liberated  by  sentence  of 
the  Mixed  Court  during*  the  time  that  may  elapse  before  an  opportunity  offers  of 
sending  Uyefai  to  the  Bntish  Colony,  to  which  they  may  be  allotted  by  the  Superin- 
tendent. 

I  also  enclose  to  you  a  Copy  of  the  reply  which  I  have  received  from  Mr. 
Villiers,  announcing  that  the  Spanish  Government  consents  not  only  to  the 
stationing  of  the  hulk  at  the  Havana,  but  also  to  the  establishment  of  a  lazaret,  on 
shore^  for  the  reception  of  such  of  the  negroes  as  cannot  be  provided  with  proper 
accommodation  on  board  the  hulk. 

I  am,  &c. 
His  Majesty's  ConmUsioners,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.  8fe. 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  58. 

Despatch  to  Mr.  VOUers,  December  22, 1S36.  * 

(See  Class  B.  1836,  No.  24.) 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  58. 

Despatch  from  Mr.  Vdlien,  March  25^  1837. 

(See  Class  B.  1837.) 
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. ,    Pviiffkt}l  Tabnerstou  to  fiw  Jlfqfestys  i^omnmriafitrr.       '  *  • 

I  jftAiyft  neeiired  tlm  £)es{2ftteh€Sr  addressed  to  me  by  I£$  llIaj^stJr's  Atrtia# 
Jfidg0  6ft  tile  HMb  and  Idtk  ofi]>]<Mrembeff,  1836^  togetbw  wUb  »i«|l4^c  daled  Oj 
9t|i  of  thffct  month)  from  His  Majesty*^  Actiag  f^JlMliiinUii^  upon.  tk&i8«lM(»«t  a£  tba 
Pvtuguese  schooner  '^  C^n^^^aoi/'  and  ^  S^tmslb  sehooner  ^  JMitM/ittr/* 
which  vessels  were  detained  by  His  M^^ei^s  sloop  '^  Racec/^aiid  released  by 
tfae'PiriM-Offieors,  wiHioi^  being  brought  be&ra  tia  mixai  Cwst  . 


No- 60.  ""■ 

HifMqfe^^  Cofmnssioners  fo  Viscount  P^rMhVtm. — (Received  April  17.) 
My.Lord,  Havana^  l2thXAnuary,  ISSTl 

In  onr  Despatch  of  the  Sd  instant,  we  had  the  honour  to  report.tiie  letmu 
to  the  Havana  of  the  notorious  Softnisk  stave^fihip  ''  Soooaro^'  naiist  Ri/rtugucsc 
colours^  after  havinglanded  uponme  south  eoart  of  this.  Isiaiid.arcargO'oC  I^tweip 
700  and  800  slaves. 

Alfholigh  it  has  never  been  the  practice  to  denofloce  slavera  mukar  Jtbe  Poi^ 
gpese  flag  to  this  Local  Govemment^  wkkb>  as  your  Lordship  will  i^rceive^itas 
tended  to  no  good  ia  tiib  instance,  yet  the  unnaialielftd  aiiaacit}r.  aad  exteyot^tp* 
•  wbid  tibis  su&rfnge  is  carried  induced  us  to  addrttstlie  C!aptanHGie»ttr£|l  uppfi 
the  subject.  Your  Lord^ip  nt^l  observe  by  the  Copies  of  tW  Come$pondence 
iierev^ini  transmhted,  that  no  attantioa  wfetMer  is.  paid  to  om  atatonairi^  resptcti|i£ 
^  vessl^l  havin|r  on  board  the  sane  Castam  and  qbbw*  as/wben  sbe  quitted 'tbe 
port  under  Spanisb  eol6urSi  Itik  €^Rt  wniabes  anothar  example  c^t  .  tibia  pvo^^ft^ 
4it)n  which  i^  at  aH  time^^tended  by  the  Local  AutboritieeloaAyt and  every  flag 
add  ressid  engvig^  in  the  Slarfe  Trade. 

AVe  have*  &c«  / 

;        (Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY^,, 

R-R.  MADDEN. 
'The  Right  H&il  FiKount  Palmeriton,  &.O.3. 


Sfc: 
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'  i         First  Enclosure  in  No.  60.  *       *         '  ' 

His  Majestifs  ComimssiQntn  to  the  tapiain-Generdl.  '  '* 

The  UncUr8|gQe4^Coiain]fisioiier8«f  GU3  Britanaic  M^csty  for  the.^oppiessiQa  of^tbe  Slave  l!rade,, 
cpnsider  it  their  duty,  to  acquaiat  hia  Excelleacv  the  Captaia-General  niat  the'Botonbaft  slsve-s&lp 
^  Socorro,**  t)on  Antonio  Eduanio  Muzard,  Ifcifler,  which  saUedfibn^tilk  pwt  mi  «llrnpnmi|t'M'  the 
f9lb  Meyil^Sa;  «n4^  Stmiiiestetalottn,  and  wifka^OleaniiDr  fkte  tli»><Uiitwp»h  u  ■■grf  Jia^na^lbr 
.  Hbo^  (assivnf teaiMCffAodAiQr  M»  EMeUAtcjfiba  S|iffQmt«ode«t  oC4ie  Biop^  VMmmn  I>miMrtmc^ 
,  aiW*  (;^tt)nHu^c«ied  by  tha  Cajftain-Geoeral  to  tha  Bjritbli  Arbitnitor,^  in^  reply  to  his  -olficJILKote  of  Xt^ 
39}h  May,  183^,  returned  to  this  port  on-the  morning  of  the  1st  of  January,  1887,' imff'tW  iag^of 
PortU^rflytng  at  her  peak.  This  vessel  is  currently  reported  lo  beloa|^  to' AiMa.,fi€)antr'tod 
Plcabia,^^is  otCjr ;  io  hirw  taktfo  da  bnatd  in  tke  DiomitUqtiev  aiidtoiteve^hi»MLftbj^nMr  MiU- 

SAm^  ]tf«£f(«r  aiyi  ^^Kfbicii,  nav^^d  lier  when  she  sailed  from  tke  H^vana^  io^^l)'^7  ^^■ 

,     The  Undersigned  avalT  themselves,  &c.  '  \_ 

■'''''''"  (Bigwig         '  B.  W..'».«Cfl»lSLiariii 

Hi^BxcHlineyiheCapMn'^entrai,  ■   rim,  |f ABjIBWw  >■  r  ..^ 


ThiOt^iairk^CktieraiioaisM^ieH^sC^mmksi^  ..,f 

.  Vstotfi  dtAA  of  the  lOth  eurrent  the  Benor  Commaodant-Qcoeral  of  ihe  Marise  Depar^m^t 
writes  me  as  Mlowa:—  .     -i 

"  Most  Excellent  Sir, — Having  fbrwarded  to  tlxe  Senor  Commandant-General  of  the  Regislersw 
thi9  Province  your  Excellency's  OfSpal  Letter  of  the  TUiconentyiaiPhich  yon  were  pleased  to  ei^ddse 
the  Translation  of  the  Letter  of  tbe  British  Commissioners,  respecting  the  arr^al  hi  this  poft  if  the 
ship  *^  Socorr&y**  afbr  landing  Hreargo  oT  vegraefl»  the*  asid  Cbitf'wtk^  me  the  foUowing,  datsd  yes- 
terday >^  .  . 

*'  *  $e»or  Commai^ant-General, — ^The  ship  '  Socorro  *  went  out,  'expedited  by  this  office,  with  the 
proper  Documents,  and  Royal  Sailing  Licence  extended  in  ftivour  of  the  Captain,  Do»fid(MMb  Aa- 
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^*  ^''^•!toiik>  :Miaai4y  4m  the^28tb  of  Maj  of  Jast  year,  fbr. Manilla    and  to-iby  the  said  Mszard  has  presented 

^  lumselr  to  me,  declaKmi^  Uiatlxaviiu^  Bold  fhe  ¥9ssel  iii  Mozambique,  as.the  Docuipente  he  also  showed 

piov^d,  he  nrndethe  passage  Wfc  with  the  TPortuguise  ilag';  conseciueiiBy^^iDg  now  foreign^  it 

belMig«>to  kte  CMn  Judge^^te^igfrtefAe  eondnct  observed  on  *the  return  voyage,    Tfaere.4mij^  mm 

al«^9MiijiV8  to  tRk'innEiled  1^  ascniity .ofrthe  Koyal  Fasspoft,  ^  peaf>n  of  |he  «al6,  aeo()rding  to  ^AxL  W 
he^ih  ClaMie'of  the  Ordinance  on  tte  inl^ect,  addfedby  Koy^  Order  or^e&MiS^)ttmber,1824« 
ove  all,  yomrilf determine  m\  What  you  think  rIghL'    Antf  I  insert  thia  m  ati^wer  ,tO  )|?ur  Exc^» 

lttiey>and'yory»ut  JEgceHeptyVhifi iijilii.*^ 

Which  I  forwafd  to  you.  Gentlemen^  foi^jour  information,  and  «n  consequence  df  four  Letter  iu( 
U?e«!««cj^.rfA«  i*h«4?urreia. 

€}od  preseirve  you  tnany  years. 
The  CommUsioners  pf  Sif  BtUanidc XajeHy,  (Signed)        MIGXXBC  TACON.    : 

^    *?.  *c. 


^        No.  61, 
Ifi^  M(yes^f/'»  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Paimerston. — (Received  J^pril\t.) 
MvfLoBD^^  Jiavima,  Q6th  Jwuiory^  tl8SSf. 

'  Wfiiiaveihelioiiear'toformtrd,  for  ymr  Lordship's  inforuiatipn*  Trans^ 
Mions  of  Ae pvoeeedtngs ^iiiiieh  jbaw  fatkeoif laee  in  iUs  Mixed  Opart^  in  ibe 
Cnse  of  ibe  Smmish  bn^emttne  **  <jfenercd  Ldborde,^'  irhich  is  the  firet. vessel  tiwit 
lltt^'b^ii'a^iiaie&ted  tmder  fte  lOtib  (or  E<{tripinent)  Article  <)|  the  New  Treaty. 
-  When/ upon  *the  I'Wh  'of  January  last^  Has  M«ges^'s  Ccwmissioners,  in  thejr 
Deiip^tdh'df^bstt'dftte)  dtatsd^Toiir  Lor^ip&at had  they  then  acted  under  the 
Vtbn  iVefttr  ^e  **  Qemral  Laborde"  moM  have  been  infallibly  dedared  a  prize, 
Urid  ifaiartt  this  TreMy  ^'  will  eflbotaaliy  render  &e  esoape  of  wfih  vessels  as  the 
^  Oen^ral  Labo9fde/  after  capture^  t^  be  iJEHpossible ;"  th^  little  expected  th^^  this 
HlfenticifiA'veMel  <irenld  again  ^o  soea  be  bron^t  before  them  under  circnnistances 
f)«tehely  iimilar,  m^farm  herbein^  *•  aqii^pped  for  th^  Save  Tradb/'  and  they 
itMaitflyiA^efiMtiotpated  M  extraortli»ary  ail  mieror^icni  as  that  now  pflacea 
upon  the  provisions  of  the  10th  Article  of  tbe  'Freerty  by  their  iS^anish  colleagues. 
Your  Lordship  will  perceive  4hat  living  to  the  Judges  not  agreeing  upon  the 
seirf^dfe^ihby  ctagUt'  to^  ^n* ottodnoto,  jiecourse  i¥9S  bad  to  the  farm  prescribed  m 
sudh  Gases.  The  ndme  df'^flfe  £(pMish  Arbitrator  having  been  drawn,  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings,  together  with  the  Wrttten  opinion^  of  tiie  two  Judgejs,,  werq,  -m  * 

file  14tn  current,  placwl  in  bis  bands.  Tbrw  days  afterwards  (on  the  17th)  4he 
Cbnrt  again  met,  and  a  switence  was  signed,  a  Copy  of  which  (Enclosure  No.  *9.) 
we  have  the  honour  to  ^R  your  XordMip'-s  particular  attention  to,  as  %  decrees 
the  liberation,  aJtbough  justifyh^  the  Seitention,  of  a  vessel  equipped  in  almost 
every  circumstance  as  a  slave-vessel,  without  a  shadow  of  evidence  adduced  to 
aqcojunt  for  her  b^jng  so. 

^:  l^is  trial  has  caused  very  ^aft  excitement  hi  the  Havana,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  wrcsee  ftie  extent  of  flae  evi^'wWch  fhe  verdict  of  acouftta!  nray  c^tttte^. 

The  Spanidi  Comnriasioners  being  definitely  resolved  upon  tlie  phpye  'deHtence, 

^  Mr.  Stfl^^AjV  iCfndetfvaured  to  induce  thenti  to  order  tl»  vessel  to  he  disinairtle^bt^ 

[^Bl^^f^  argmn^,  in  oppwitwrn  to  -flieir  seritlments  «pon  the  poilit, 

vfn^fc  w^ourt  was  poss^sed  df  competent  paw6t6.    It  W!S,'fioy^\'er;  detiided 

^(^eTwi^,.ftiidf^  dsttse  he  proposed  to  insert  was  rejected;  Whei)^  Jis  \]t&$t 

tlsibrt/*Wtf^fe  Boeb  palpMble  ^evidenee  existed  of  the  ^vessel  being  fitted  ior  the 

Slkv^'^'T^ae/.M*.  *St*enley  ^<^^^        that  atithough  he  %ad  failed  to  ^ect  her 

condemnation  by  the  Mixed  t!!ourt,  yet  it  coiM  not  be  constdered  a^  oo'Wfepphifjf 

ifa'6vbb(!flAs  ^  fliieir  official  eapacUy  for  His  lW[aje|ty's'Cammissioners  to  endeavour    - 

to  indocfe^Ae  Capftin-Greneral,  as  the  representative  of  Her*  Catholic  Majesty,  to 

take  cognizance  of  the  fact,  and  prevent  the  departure  frotoi  Ibis  port  of  a  vessel  so 

manifestly  illegally  equipf^d^  .  A. Letter ^No.  10)  was^ccordingly  forwarded,  but, 

as  your  Lordship  will  learn  from  his  Excellency's  reply  (No.  11),  wilhoat  producing 

any  x)ther  eJBFedt  than -to  establish  (^ich  wt^femr  the  whole  of  this  transaction 

tends  to  do)  the  right  ^  thede  'vesads  Id  navigate,  almost  ftrlly  equipped  for  the 

fflltfe  Ti^dfe  provided  their  Papers  are  in  order  for  an  European  port,  awrf  thid 

'^^l^^hcnkjmmard  a  toomem  and  ckSdn%  which  ciroumatance  your  tiprd^hip  will 

,  p^nceivj?,  Ijy  the  opinions  of  the  Spanish  Commissioners,  is  made ^a 'Very  prind^ml 

'•  ShiFffig'fbe  interval  betwera  the  tewoination  of  the  evideijce  ah^  <he  dfl^wiriff 

tifill(^1dts/a  period  of?  days  (i  ie.,  from  the  7th  to  the  I4th),  paifrcularly  on  tins 

^  laijtf][  da;^  when  tiie  Spanish  Arbitrator  was  first  called  in  to  receive  ov^  the 

'pixipcdimgs ;bf  ft^  and  tl^e  opinions  of  die  ludgf^s^  Mt^.'Sdhenl^  took 
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E^uipnuMt 
'C6tniiien6rrig  with  the  OfficiaJ  Noteof  Sir  Williaia  A'Couit  to  D<^ 

baitlhg  wiffi  ftfe  lyteft  W  iransmitted  to  Mr-  Villi^rs  by,  toot 

lx)rdsKi^o0thel5t^^^^^^  .    .  T:     .  '  .  .     ■ 

'  Ws'  bbjdct  iK  A6\iij^  ^(>  wai^,  in '  the  fir$t  instaiiceu  tq  $IiQw  the  Spani^  Commis- 
^tiaei^  iti^t,  ttVoiii^houf 'the  wHble  of't^  Qorrespondei^ccv  thejce  doi^  not  exist  a 
isin^  |)assage  which  "^uld  iustify  the  decision  they  hfive  stn<^  giyen ;  md  in  the 
second^  to  ^mw  them  that  th^  Equipnpent  Article  haying  emunated  go^ly  firom 
Hii^'MajeMy's  GdVerriiueiit.  the  Act  passed  by  the  British  jParliament  to  carry  ft 
iUto  efl^  ii^  the  best  proof  of  the  cpnstructipn  which  ihe  British  oatiiQa  places 
upon  this  particular  Article.  A  careful  Translation  of  the  11th  Section  of  the 
said  Actjl  '*  Vessels  equipped  for  traffic  in  slaves  to  be  deemed  engaged  in  the  Sldvc 
Trfide,*\  which  admits  of  no  )oop-hoIe  or  perversion^  was  placjsd  in  their  iiands. 
Mr.  Schenley  further  assured  them^  with  regard  to  the  meaning  of  tiie  exception 
contained  in  the  latter  part  of  the  10th  Article,  unless^  &c.^  &c.,  his  firm  oonvic^ 
tion  is  thati  so  far  from  being  intended  as  a  i^ubterfiige  £>r  vessels  navigating, 
fitted  up  as  slave- vessels,  as  our  Spanish  colleagues  seem  to  infer,  it  is  to  enable 
the  Judfges  to  decide,  as  they  solemnly  swear  to  do^  according  to  th^  9tipidatuma  of 
the  Treaty,  without  their  being  exposed  to  the  alternative  of  perjury,  or  com- 
mitting an  arbitrary  act,  by  pronouncing  sentence  of  condemnation  in  Cases^  for 
instance/ where  accident  or  malice  may  nave  placed  on  board  a  vessel  ^'  any  one 
or  more  **  of  the  prohibited  Articles. 

With  respect  to  the  11th  Article,  Mr.  Schenley  insisted  th^titwas  framed 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  exonerating  the  Captor  from  all  risk  in  Cases  of 
detention,  where  even  billy  "  any  one"  of  the  Articles  enumerated  in  the  pre^ 
ceding  Article  might  be  discovered  on  board  the  vessels  of  either  nation.  We 
would  here  agmn  invite  your  Lordship *s  particular  attention  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Spanbh  Judge  (Enclosure,  No.  7^,  whicji  fully  illustrates  the  construction  and 
value  likely  to  be  placed  upon  the  New  Treaty  by  the  Spanish  Commissioners. 
It  was  in  vain  that  Mr.  Scnenley  {)ointed  out  the  impossibility  of  attaching  ^ 
slightest  importance  to  the  regularity  of  a  Spanish  vessel's  Papers,  or  admi|iittg 
as  proofs  of  the  honesty  of  their  intentions  ''  Folicies  of  Insurance^"  Bonds,  Letters 
addressed  to  ports  in  Spain,  &c.^  &c.,  since  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  no  vessels 
hav^  th^ir  Papers  inorQ  .preqisely  regular  than  slave-vessels  upon  their  outward- 
bonitd  voyage.  ;        /^     ,  ^^ 

The  ^^  Socorro/'  which  had  just  returned^  fnom  the  Coast  of  Africfi^  and  Unded 
her  slaves  (between  700  and  800)  a  few  miles  from  the  Havana^  during  the  trial 
of  the  "  General  Laborde/'  furnisJied  ample  proof  of  the  fact ;  for  she  sailed  7 
months  previously  from  this  port  with  her  Papers  duly  in  order,  as  was  officially 
communicated  by  the  Captain-General  to  His  Majesty's  Commissioner,  bound  on 
a  trading  voyage  to  Manilla.  Nay,  the  repeated  instances  (and  a  very  recent  one, 
that  of  the  *^  Arogante  Majfo^uetan^  ")  tried  before  the  Mixed  Court^^t  Sierra 
Leone,  which  was  fully  explamed  to  our  Spanish  colleagues,  where  the  Master 
had  bouiAl  himself  by  a  bond  to  a  considerable  amount  '*  not  to  pass  into  pro* 
hibited  seas^  or  to  enter  into  contraband  trade/'  tend  to  prove  tnat  no  regard 
whatever  can  be  paid  to  the  regularity  of  the  Papers  of  these  vessels.  The  mere 
fact,  then,  that  the  wife  and  children  of  the  Supercargo  were  on  "board  the 
*^  General  Laborde  "  is  truly  a  deplorably  feeble  ground  upon  which  to  liberate  a 
well-known  and  fully  equipped  smver,  more  especially  as,  since  the  ratification  of 
the  New  Treaty,  the  slave-dealers  have  all  declared  that  the  establishment  of  more 
numerous  factories  upon  the  Coast  of  Africa  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  carry  on  their  nefarious  commerce:  besides,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  persons  so  degraded  as  to  pursue  this  line  of  life  would  not  hesitate  to 
transport  tneir  families  along  with  them. 

The  very  condemnatory  statements  contained  in  the  evidence  of  Josi  Lazo 
(Elnclosure,  No.  2)  are  not  treated  with  the  slightest  consideration  by  our  Spanish 
colleagues.  ?»d?  . 

In  expressibg  our  disappointment  and  regret  at  the  result  of  this  trial,  we  trust 
that,  as  it  is  under  the  present  wording  of  the  Treaty  that  His  Majesty's  Commis- 
sioners are  expected  to  carry  on  the  duties  confided  to  their  charge  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Slave  Trade,  your  Lordship  will  pardon  our  offering  our  opinion 
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■  "^PW  H  mA  ftolMp^^ml^ver  to  ofctaiii  ii  condemnation  in  ft  is  Mixed  Cow;t  lu^der 

^&oirtli!ibAice$*  rimiUir  1J6  the  present  one.  Ni^  l^izure  i^  JiMy  to  be  effected  .Vn^er 

^tlrt^^Ikyii^atieni  Artidte,  ^ere  the  proofs  can  ^  more  nvimerbus  oi:| more  clear; 

^whbre  Uie  repu(iati6n  of  '£h^  vei^l,  and  all  conqemed  in  her,  €|^  ty^.mpre.cQqr 

viMitag^  as  ta  h^r  pliitnate  destination.  ,  the  illegality  of  ^hi^e^uipmoojt,  is,. mo^ 

leoitititetelt  e^blish^d  by  the  sentence  which\ha$  been  given,  yet  she  has  been 

absolved  py  the  construction  placed  upon  the  latter  bart  of  tfe  lOtl^  Arti<49> — 

-•*  ufllesi,  A(f. 'ftc.**^^  bf  tfte  very  Treaty  framed  expressly, to  rrieet  the  pl;ese^l^  ,cpn- 

'<iii||ieineies,  and  which  it  has  cost  Iiis  Majesty's  Croveniment  so  many  years  of 

^^ntoociation  tD  eflfeet  the  ratification  pf. 

'^  Nevertheless;  should  the  opinion  recorded  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  by 
the  British  Acting  Judge  fortunately  meet  with  your  Lordship  s  approval,^  we  cpn- 
Mently  hope  that  measures  may  be  adopted  to  vindicate  that  opinion,  and  to  pre- 
vtinf  the  recurrence  of  an  event  which  we  can  only  view  as  completely  frustrative 
of  what  we  hold  to  be  the  primary  object  of  the  new  Treaty. 

To  effect  this  purpose  some  alteration  in  the  Treaty  will  be  indispensable.  We 
wtmld  venture,  therefore,  to  suggest,  presuming  upon  the  integrity  and  good  faith 
vnth  whic^  we  feel  assured  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  will  always  act,  that  the 
exception  to  the  10th  Article  be  omitted  altogether,  terminating  it  by  the  words 
**  lawful  priaJe ;"  and  that  in  the  9th  enumerdtion  of  the  said  Article  the  words 
^^  or  of  any  other  aliment  whatsoever"  may  be  introduced  after  the  words  **  Indian 
oom;"  it  being  impossible  for  the  Commissioners  to  form  any  other  opinion 
respecting  the  large  Quantity  of  biscuit  (upwards  of  2,000  lbs.)  found  in  the 
-**  General  Laborde,**  tnan  that  it  was  intended  to  be  ground  down,  or  soaked  as 
food  for  negroes.  Indeed  we  feel  no  doubt  of  this  substitute  having  for  object  a 
new  evasion  of  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty.  ^ 

Mr.  Scheniey,  finding  that  no  alternative  remained  tg  him  l^^ut  to  submit,  con- 
formably with  the  Treaty,  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority,  deemed  it  is  duty,  in 
affixing  his  signature  to  the  sentence,  to  record  formally  his  dissent  from  the  terms 
ofit 

'  Mr.  Scheniey  earnestly  trusts,  that  tkis  step  may  be  approved,  and  that  a  perusal 
of  the  several  documents,  herewith  transmitted,  may  satisfy  vour  Lordship  thajt 
there  has  been  no  neglect,  nor  any  want  of  exertion,  upon  the  part  of  the  Com- 
OHBsion,  in^  endeavouring^to  cariy  into  effect  the  humane  intentions  of  His 
Majesty's  Government. 

^^e  have  &c« 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

,       R.R.  MADDEN. 
The  Might  Han.  Vucmnt  Pabn^ston,  G.C.B. 
'   •      Sfei'  Sfc.  ^c. 

First  Enclosure  in  No,  61. 
Captor's  Declaration  m  the  Cate  of  the  ^^  General  Laborde." 
L  Qeoeqx  Bnra,  Lieutenaat  commandiiig  His  Bfriteanio  Majesty's  schooner  **Pmcher,"  do 
declare  fhat  on  the  16th  day  of  December,  1836,  I  boarded  the  Spanish  brigaotme  '^General  La^ 
horde,**  off  the  port  of  Gibara,  on  the  North  Coast  of  Cuba,  and  found  her  in  all  respects^isnd  to  the 
best  of  my  belief  fitted  as  a  slaver,  havhag  on  her  deck  the  coppers,  hatches  with  open  gratings,  hoops 
fpc  water-^fuiks  tms  and  utensils  for  the  use  of  slaves,  and  spare  plank  fitted  for  bulk-heads,  or  a 
spare  deck* 

(Signed)        GEO.  BY^SG,  Lieut,  and  Commmtder. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 
Abstract  of  the  Evidenoe  tn  the  Case  of  ike  "  General  Laborde.*' 
In  the  Always  Most  Fkkhfiil  City  of  Havana,  on  the  28d  of  December,  1836,  Lieutenant  Georqe 


Judge,  

which  he  also  had  forwarded.  That,  on  the  detention  of  the  vessel,  he  received  the  Pape^  now 
eih3»ted^  naiiefy  tlie  Muster-roll,  the  Warrant  cX  Heaftfa  firom  the  Superldr  Junta  of  St.  Jago  de 
Cuba,  and  the  Log-book,  all  which  are  numbered  front  1  to  3.  And,  being  requested  by  the  Members 
of  the  Court,  he  duly  exhibited  the  authority  he  had  received  to  act  in  such  cases,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  rati6ed  and  signed  the  abctve  Declaration.  Note.— That,  at  the  time  of  signing,  the  capturing 
Clqfitahi  declared  that  he  had  seen  all  the  Artkles  indicated  and  specified  in  his  Declaration  ;  but  that 
he  bad  since  kariied  frain  some  of  the  creir,  whobi  be  couM  name  if  required,  that  some  of  the 
shackles,  sucfi  as  are  usually  conveyed  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  were  concealed  bebw  amongst  the  tobacco 
arid  water-casks ;  perhaps  something  else.  That,  for  the  moment,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  look 
fartlier  r^hafhig  found  enough  to  render  the  detention  of  the  "  General  Laborde"  legal,  it  remained 
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ior  ike  Mknd  Court  to  s«e  aMl*d«ter9iiAe-eoii^«v^iii9.  tbe  aiMpi^iottSvarUdUi  de%ii&tfid:ifi  tbe  CTieaSfMlL 
MB  also  of  wiuit;.Biay  issuit  fooiB  &i»  Pedrotions  4Pftdg»  Tke  conUnt^  of  this  apte  V>  he  considered  tS^ 
•n  integral  part  of  his  dfpositiam  Wt  *     * 

In  the  Alwa]f^^  Most  Faiihfiil  City  ofHai^ana,  on  iht  2id  of  Dteember«  1636,  before  likExcelleoc? 
the  Spanish 'Judge  and  the  ^enor  IMdsb  Jvdf^,  appcured'DiM  Samuel  BtdehteTf  wcmd  MksteraS 
His  Britanrile  Mefesty's  sehdioneir  ^'Ptttdier;'  ^o,  after  btHiff  dttijtMt ara»  dqpo«id-^4!h«t».  o»  Fridi^ 
^  16th  of  th^  corrent  tnonth  cf  Dectmber,  they  dttaiMd  tlie^  *'  Om^eml  io&orde' '^ponteO^rlbp 
Fort  of  Gibara,  in  the  mornii^ ;  and  that,  on  the  sane  clay,iift  went  do  hoard  and  noted  the  foUowIi^r 
thinpt,  to  wit,  the  boilers,  the  hatches  with  open  gi>atings,  wate^caaks9  .pipes  aQd'he<]ps;  that  i\m 
bftinacles  were  tuch  as  used  by  sWtveis,  hating' the  li^ht  within  tiiat  they  might  not  he^seen  at  night ; 
hh  attention  beitt^  fixed  by  this  "vHienr  he  was  on  bo»d  thuit  day^withoKt  Ins  baing  able  to  «»oeftaui 
wheth^  there  were  or  not  other  suspicious  articles  of -iilieM  tnd^^dtboqghhe^oon  undmtogdtlM^ 
,  the  staves  of  the  hoops  were  hidden  amongst  the  tobacco  which  was  eofeied  up,  but  daee  not  recollect 
if  there  was  Anything  else  eonce&led.  Tbkt  he  can  giv«  no  acooant  reapecting  the  provisions^  all  his 
attention  being  claimed  by  the  things  jnst  mentioneiL  That  he  ahonkl  W  able  to  point  out  vjduch  oi 
Ihe  crew  it  waa  tiiait  infbnned  hito  whejre  the  staves  .wtea  hidden.  Thatbe  just  nonr  recollects  he  iprsB 
^  ertlltd  Tonas  ;  and  that 'he  thinl^a,  though  he  .cannot  be  certain,  that  there  vas  an  Officer  presenli 
wh«|§he  does  not  point  out»  aot  beiog  ablo  to  be  certain  of  bimt  hi^  attention  beii^  occnpied  b^  the 
occurrence  of  die  ca^re,  and  in  attending  where  he  thought  there  was  most  necessity.  And  be 
mtified  «lnd^signcd  the  above  I>epoaition  in  due  form. 

In  the  Ahvays'Most'faithfal  City  of  Havana,  on  the  28d  of  December,  1836,  there  isemg  on'boari 
the  Spanish  brigatitlne  **  OenetcU  Loborde^**  anchored  in  this  harbour,  the  Senor  Bon  JBdward 
Wyndham  Harrington  fichenley,  with  «ne  the  "Secretary  of  the  Oeurt,  in  oon^»rmi|y  ^th^ertgrd^y-^ 
arrangement,  there  was  brought  before  us  a  man  apparently  white,  captured  in  the  siune  yeasett  iahfl| 
being  duly  $wom,  deposed — That  he  la  called  Don  Jaime  SanH ;  that  he  is  a  native  of  Vigo,  in  the 
Trincipality  of 'Catalonia,  and  mariied  to  Dona  Isabel  Crosas,  a  resident  of  Holguin,  in  this  island^ 
That  he  is  employed  in  commewe,  and,  at  {n-asent,  is  a  'passeftger  in  this  bugantine^  with  his4amUy« 
and  the  cargo  of  tobacco  belonging  to  htm,:  as  fe  proved  by  the  Policy  now  sh^wn  m  ^ontinwatieii, 
That  the  vessel  hefireighted  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  by  means  of  his  comapondents  the  8en«MDes  Fuig 
nnd  Royero,  of  Don  Jos^  Yrostegui,  the  owner ;  and  that  this  happened  in  November  last  That  he 
ifmbdfked'  the  tbb&cco  in  thto  Piort  of  Gibara,  where  he  was  depositing  it  from  the  30th  NovtnAher  laat; 
tmd  that  they  seli||iil  on  the  l&th  current  for  Cadiz  and  Gibraltar, -as  liMy  armnged^  Thotthere^w«i« 
no  other  thfngs  emWfcedthat  he  'knows  o(^  as  aU  thecMgo. consists  of  tohaeoo,  And  <tt|ajBe  a|M>onl)r 
20  joists  of  mahogany,  of  which  2  are  under -cover,  and  the  others  ift  ih»  hohl,  anc),  ^s^e.haff  Aej^n^  ^ 
^  viiras  or  "more  m  1engai,-attd,  in  bulk,  about  a  third  in  euxaunference.  That  nothing  bak  bc^n 
.laken  ont^r^tnovedin  the  stowtigefrotn  ihe  thne  of  the  detection  to-the  present  date.  JBeMiieve^ 
.  also,  that  the  tercios  of  tobacco  remain  untouched,  makings  the  number  of  898  teMtios.  That  he  belieins 
ihereare  Ao'o^erpine'/pknlis'than'tboteib<mdov«rtehalekss,iind  ibaitheaei^ 
which  was^  removed  to  make  mote  MN>m  for  ihe^tobaoo^  That  hecvoldnotsasrhowt^yvrei^fas^^ 
together  when  used  for  the  steerage  (it  being  observed  there  were  no  marks  en  them  of  usils  or  peg^, 
bat  that  Che  Csiptahi  Dot^'Vieente  Saragnna  told  him' that  thcaaMl  pbnks  wefe  used  nsa  boarded  4cpr; 
is- also  ^W  otherlhirtgti  Wh4eli«areon  bc^rd^snehasalarge  bnokedcabottsevforttbetrvopay  he  bicaugi^ 
frc^  V^encid  to  Cuba  ih  his  precedhigvoyag»;  some  staves  and  hoopfl  «f.Mtailei<<9aikAfo];tthi^  6^to? 
treason,  on  aucoont  «f  the  tJXM^S;;  and^  in  a  vpyagi^  preqed^g  that  of  the.tropps,  he  had  transported 
.onminalstlirom  Cuha^to  ^he .Peninsula 4ii  the  same  ye^Be)*  '^  Oenerqll^horde  r  also  ^me  fetters  may 
be  fbund-iii  her.  At  which  time  the  Judge  agxeed  to  suspend  the  examination  of  tliis  man^  continuing 
it  at  a^rocH  and  whenavtic  it  might^niit.  And  the.  Deponent  signed  the  above,  stating  hiin^tf  to  b^ 
'3dyem-ofage.  ,  ,   .  .,....'; 

In  the  Atway^  Most  FaMful  City  of  Havana,  on  the  SSthof  DeeemWr,  1836,  appiMnM.befopre  th^ 
Mixed  Court  a  man  apparently  whhe,  of  the  crew  of  the  Spanish  oMorohant ;  bnk^utine-schoonar 
*•  General  Jjobcfde^^  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  ^-^That.  his  name  ia  Don  Vicente 
Yaragdzd,  married,  a  nathre  and  resident  ofViEUajeyoxa^nnd  his  actual  employment  tltat  of  Capt^ 
and  Frlbt  bf  the  br^gantine^schooner  *^  General  LcAdrde,"  whidk  vessel  was.  detained  by  the  English 
SChOoner-of-Wttr  *'  Pinchef,^  a  mile  from  the  Port  of  Oibard^  where  the  English  ^hooner  was.als^^ 
'hncho^d,  aiMl  r^fchred^lier  andior  ^t  the  «ame  tiane  withthc/  ^  General  LahordR.**  /That  km  cann^^ 
iMhctfy  tellilhc'  reMMhithy  tfh^wss* detained,  se^mg^she  w«iit  ettt  of  a^panish  p0tt«  with  Pap$irs.an# 
tfatgo  likeWise'Stocriili,  for  a 'Spanish  port,  namely,  >C«diz^  which*  may  brseen  by  the  okised.  HegKtc% 
ifi^hithhe  neMT  exhibited  «b%  perfM  prohf,  hoj^ing  thiit  this- would  expknn  iiU  opperiiuiely^  hiiovdtf  thigt 
'^^^nii^  eoMii^ui^  h{sve9«igei    That  he-had  b^n  at<Gih«ra  about  30  days,  where^.hadtak^n  ra  h^ 
'^rgo  td'gd  to  Cftdrz ;  and  thai;  he  had  previously -come  from  the  port  of  St.  Jiigo4eCiibf^  wherf  te 
'ha^  be^tci4e^'6&  reemits'ofi:he«d'Caiiailonian  Hegimenl,  which  he  took  fi^mi  Valencia  <ui  the  1^ 
'cf^^t^pteUibei',hat1iVjg'bi<^e<that taken  froniOQba,ofioeiminalsanid  mUitaryv^^ pelBOl>a4o^Cf^iiz; 
'^nd  tMtt  hef  ptoeeeded  thence  to  Valencia  for  the  rebroits,  whom  he  finally  left  at  ^U  Jsf^.jde.Cub^ 
Yr^  niay  be^efen  bythe  Roll'Whkli  the  EngHsh  Comnmndcr.toofc  fhMnhimat  the  time.of  deteqtix^ 
^nd  thfft'fdst-y^ai*,  Mira  he  boa^fthe  Vessel  •and  ieft/the'post  «if  tiaffanuMSsivfitt  Jagsp:df¥Cuba,  b^ 
<e6nT«5f«d  13?  ^*  fabefosos;^  a  Seijeant,  an  Officer  o^4h*.AGBou&taBt^iQaie«^.alld.a^I.i^;^#]^^l^Q4^^ 
*'tiAM  JMi  Atdro  Zam)a,  all  which  protes  thttt  the  tAsel  has. been remployediaJegp^jfierfaiQB^a^ 
'iibt  Ih  iHfelt'  onesi  as  is  Whowh'  by  her  last^H^ageiaiMl  also  her  fit^tr    Thitti  her  «a#§o  was^i^pofttd^iif 
^28  tei^os^  dftobacco,'beion^ing  to  Don  Jlmie  fiantty  who  ia  on  bosfrd  wfiihJDsgsvi£riLndi«W)  oh^ldsau,  as 
is  also  a  diAClmrged  Gdrporal,  as  UMy  be  mmt  by>  the  PsBspcvt  whidi  he  then  pnoducsdvbesid^.ao  joist^ 
ijotrtti^ahdgattf  andaome^hoaes^ff  ttwisiedf^!iaftpo.lbr,d^^  u8t«i  -That^  tbe^yfo/^rsa^kf^  an^al^t^Me 
\BotiTpu)ttQ|paihcff»  wUkh  WQiei  found. on  bc^ard,  far  fro^  being  ^cessiv^  have  been  most  necessary -u 
*sifiL|)pl/itbe,oAtW'Bnd  tmnsports  of  convicis.and  miliAfry  when  hewa^.so  occupied^  as  before  stated 
;jThat  the  pineiplaAka  were  iised'When  bacenveyed  the  txoqps  fxam  Yalenqia  to  ^.  J^go  de  puba;  thM 
,Ahey)witfre>Date8aryi|Qt  make/A  boarded  llopr  for  sleepijfig,  as  the  crew  and  recoiits  w^re  in  all  60  meii ; 
.audiiiat^the^graUngSsi^nnks,  aod  bare. alluded  u^-maj^  ti^fm.Dnom  the  Intendon^y  of  Cuba,  y/hidi 
.s«ppked  thtm  fei;.tb«tgr^cr,sei}UEit9f.oftbe  pri^^onei^  /eKoeptvpg  ihose  plan)£S>rbic|i  b^ound  on  lu^rd 
aMchen  hBe.beng^  the.ihHgatiAine-echooner  '\Geneml  Jpoioroe.''.  which  were;  destined  for  t'be  same 
purpose  OS  those  furnished  by  the  Intendency,  to  secure  the  openings  of  the  hatches  to  keep  in  the 
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^coirfict»;  and  that  tbegfated^hvlefi,  wbicb  is  thai  bebnging"  totheeteeragey  was  used  to  give  light  and 
4Wr  to  tbe  Ser^bts  luihom  Ii6  wen  conroytng  ftton^Ctilm  tty^Cfldife  ;  the  mst  of  the  people  were  ia^tlro 
hbl^^or^i^hoMtand^made  use  oftheifiaid'pkie-twavdin^.  Jbafrbe  d£^  iwt  te^^e  bMOidtH)r  -bcHyl  ut 
Oibarn^  but;  on  the  eontrve^r,  sold  aboet  5  quintals  of  it^fhere  ;  tba^ihe^o«»glit  and  enibaidEcd  it  at 
illMftt>i4ier«  iffamiucfrdleaper,  oodHhat  he  tva0oliHgedii>^rry  a  quaatUj)  a&  being  of  ^  greatest 
a^ecsdny  fbrtlto  feedh^'of  tbe^-reennt^wyohbefbiwglit  to  the '^Battalion  of  Cati^lonia.in  Cuba* 
itod|'llftTfih^Hamid^-tbB  ¥oyag«tin^34'dayai  be  faadithieever^^hleh'inayeeFve'bim  fbrhb.return  voyage^ 
TftaVihe^t^nrtMon^WfR^belbr^  persotisi  and  ie  not  ext^esaive  fan  the  passengers  he  has^oibark^  fuf 
^^^orag^;'  an^  tliat>aU  theoeotro'of  ^le  o«l>aMe^iaof  briek  and  plaster  m^iA^tlicant.  That  ne 
i^etk^^mted'tlte^Papers^  shown  t9  trim  as  beii^'Um  muam  with  whkk  be  had.  na^vigated  the  *'  General 
fittftonA*'*'  lllai  he* lias ^^6^updey  guh»«B beardy  some  imiskete,'2  pistols^^  andisonie  sabres ;  tbat* 
Hihrfit|tiii«8^4he6l^  g^WMhand*  ttte*  arme^bv  hit  defeme,  and^  to-  aslt ft^r  suocuur  in  case  of  need,  more 
paj^dnhftty^on ^be^Ameif i^an  <?aB8t>  wkevesome  piraeie8.haiw«bteocoB}iniUed«  Aod^  having 8taie4- 
li&^ttge^^  ffyekn,  h^fMmni and  signed  the aheve DectaraMon^fofftheF stating  I^on  Jost^  H — -^ 
oFlUe  CMr-CMnpatiy^  te*  be'ihe  Omep  offthe-  chief  part  of « the  vnaiel,  and  himself  of  the  remainden 
ad  w«4l'as  Cf^HMfe  and'Fiioti  and  that^the^Sf^rcaigo  ia  Don  Jfatme  9aatt« 

*  tn  ite  Afways  Most  Faifliflil  Cily  dfWdYarta,  onth^  29th  Dwember,  18W,  appeared  before  iti^. 
C^urt  a  man  apparently  white,  taken  from  the  prison  of  La.  Fuersa,  and  belonging  to  die  crenir  of  4he  ^ 
captured  brlgantin^schooner  "  Oenerat  Lahordey'  who  being  duty  sworn,  deposed  that  his  n^gps  is 
l>ou  Domingo  Biercf;  that  he  is  a^fctive  ofCarthagena  of  the  X«evant,  an  inliafaltant  of  the  Island  of 
L.eon,  unmarried;  his  trade  that  of  a  Pilots  and  he  is  tH^  employed  ad4he  Seeond  in  the  ftGenerai 
Lmberdti^^  That  theSnglish.sahoaaertdeiaiiiedithe  '^  Genemlf  Lutb^rde"*  abeul  a/  musket  shot's  dis- 
toatfriitoni-  ^  'pggt  of  GHbaitii  on  the  l&th,  andlfom  the  said  JglngUsb  vessel  he  understood  thai  ibe 
deleiitfiki»  waa-eatUsed  by  the  eaboiney  wluch  thtty  supposed  tO'be;foj^  the  A/Hean. trade;  the  capturing 
Oomman^r's^aHcntien  was  aba  soon  attraat«d  by  soraehpops-of  brcAen  i^  casks,.. not  knpwing.  or 
imdeM^nding  tiiat' the  said  cabdti^e  and  ptpeeeeiwed  ibr  the  65  reocuits.  whioh-.th^.  ^ad.  conveyed 
in^os  Aifeetet'to  St^' Ja^de  Qviia^  tem  whence  the^  went  to  Gibai% and.  their,  detentipn  took  pbce 
iqimn  their  <|^tin^  that  port.  That^tlMy-  had  'efabavked'fr  large -quaAtityr^  bread  ^t  JUic^t.  Iiu,ths 
eabki alone  tbetfewere'i^oiit  8(^  quintals^  bemdea  a  quantity  of  bifiouits  in.  the  poop^house  x)f  the  fojce? 
mafll^Bnfd'WlM»they^«tiMnad-toSti  Jagpide«Ciiba  there  still  femained.  a  great  deal;  and  at  Gibara» 
by  ot4tt  ofibe  ^aptsan,  fToai/4to.6  quifltak  of  it  were.-  sola;  and  that  lie  .tboHgfat  the.  refwiiader 
maid  sttffiee  <brihem'jn*goiog  backtAa  Cadia.^  .which  is*  theindestination».  and  tlmt,  Jinstead  of  oopung 
slkrrt^  Ib^re '  would  remain^  some r  ovov  That  he^  never  nadoi  aiw.  other  v«^^£^|[||m  -  tiie  "  General 
i^tbord^*  i»titftllat  froavViaknoia  'Withfthe  scaroits  to. St  Jagok  detCnba^ Jaasmm^ras  befose Jie  waa 
nnl'qnaUAed'nirafllot  That  he  never  Imew  of  the  veesel  bttng  formerly  en^ged  in  slave-traffic^ 
and  re^)ecting  the  cabouse  and  watarreaska  he4M»  .alnsady  g^ftn.  an  eX|4anatipH.>  Thai%  Don  Vioenta 
Zaragoxais  the  Captain  MEid  Owner.  That  the  Pilots  are  the  Captain  and  witness,  and  <  pen  Jiuip^ 
daott  is  the  8ti^ercai|ce.  Thai  when  he  entered  at  Alicant  as  Second  Pilot,  the  sailor  Toxnaa  was  not?F 
Oitbeatrd,  hav^  ttdc^  his*  place  only  a^w  da|p  before  their  leaving  Cfibara.  wheie  he.  was  occupi^c^^ 
aa  n^elT  as.  the  ethers,  in  the  sfcnrage  of  tooKcco.  Having  examined  the  Papers  takan  ffom  the 
^Qtiutcd  Labrrde^  at  the  time  of  lier  defemtkm  by  the  English  Commander,  that  he  did,  not  know 
aaythizij^hboufr  thp  Mnstcr^rdl,  or  the  Patent  from  the  Board  of  He^th,,  both  of  which  coQcem^  the 
Csjplaiii,  bat  that  the  Log-book  he  knew,  it  being  written  with  ilia  own.hand»  and  ap  such  he  reco^- 
fltea  it,  antf>ftmhe^  stating.  hinmeHf  to  be  17  years  of  age,  signed  as  the  troth  tbe  above  deposition. ,  ^    " 

In  the  !/Uways 0!\ft6siJMihfnl:City  of  the  Hiifnaa,  on  tbeiddih  Decenob^r,  1886,  one  of  theicopew^f 
iiie  ^  GetOsTci  jLo&brde,"' taken,  oat  of  the  prison  of  La  Fuersa,  and  to  appearanee  a*  white-  man,, 
tbvuig  fieei^uly  sworn  b0f6re  (She  Judges  of  the  Mixed  Coia^^,  deposed  ihe^ollowiag.paKtioiib«»t  That 
tie  ia  called  Aguitm  (?^i^'Aiict— *that  is,  he  is  a  native  and  re^dent  o9  Vills^yosa  initha  kiuttion  ef 
Valencia,  when  .in  that  place,  and  is  Boatswain  of  the  brigantine  *^  General  La6arcie,!'  whiA>Yess«;l 
vi^w^AtafticidfM  tiMs  mouth  ofr  Gibara,  wiufatt  gfanfr  oist  with  the  BDgiiah«qchaopiec..  He  do^^.not 
lasOir' ^onr whiit.'dayv' butiuoderstoadithecame^ as  he  laamtfronit th^^J^^glis^ioffieefBit aroA^fraB^^s^^ 
pMns  Of  Hlw^cfdiiMie' and/ some*  vessels,  &-boawkdfloortwhich  wasjjnadeto  Join,  and.  other  s^ii^ea 
"kHioh^lte  canttottnoolliet^  such ;  as  asine  ahaoUte.  That  witness 'Staited  thnt^anctefi^inft  the.  cabooi^, 
^!tfc<a*vpyagtftfi^s«HAiieapt^  tbey^  nndidtone  of  the  day  divtsions-  witbitv  to  •  make  roomi  for  the  toiler 
llfftfr the^.<rat>t>evffH^jafi wtottOTtfednirfth  theiotfaen people  of  the  veoaoVi  that  the-^veseelsiWfM^a  also  n^a^ 
^ai'jyHMkht  ai^ttewtseta)  **  Samfanlio^  wluch'ia«n*iboard».as  dUai4her|pnaed  hat^Wf^y  near  the  c^i^ifH 
'te^gMiKViebliliSHoiLVta  the  Seijeamta  smL  <tefWMd9h>wta>.  were.  th«re^;  that»  they  bad  mads  a  boarded 
nam  ulLyBifsfaf  wMehmtowwigdavthrfv  broker '«p,  and*,  that  therffettef»  they  had  i9%sk  ion  board  by  way 
d^{)MiMtiitt.vtoNie»H»thn^ri^  €adia,,bi^^Lt))i8  did  not  saMs^f  the 

-Si^islirOdptatei'WtohrDughi^the  vessel  intO'thieipavft*  thinking  she  waAtenc^^gM  iOft^ slave  traffif,. 
fllom-M^eoipidenwiMihoad  bjft  thnnboirefiDeniioaed'aff^lee.  Thai  the9r>toak^iMhe  bi^d.at  Alic^t 
^M^tter4MWiftittt';''t]tetteKMnioldbaroa9laMiif»  irw«lfr«iO,qaMslals,  «nere*Qff  l«es».but  th|^i|M»w  on  board. 
le-tife^tsiMiiMorio^Vihai^was.taliaKiiiuid^  they;8iydw4ia*bai»AhM»t  finipio^^l^  ThM 

hB4Mli^tii^aetiUsM>o£  ^h%***'<3enaraLltabomAef'  being  emfttofod  i».«Uv%^radiiig|.  a^,  imti^  qam 
^wMiM4M^fai»e'«Mlaidedii}mbt>ai^  h«7tB^.fwifc£iMKbchiMre0i; .  he  badvoeven  tUanght of  g^jo^  to  ttwH 
^tmmf\'^m^k  ''Thkirilwdnee  nlitiknM»>ae  ]Mbste»ffoU  aad  Vl^roiMitAoiA  th^  fioajidT^f).  Health,  fw^ 
Aiwm'Mii»itiiea|gMie  hnqwa  the^eaflrenof'  tha  Mtu«eK!^Mll,.bMt)Ciiiinot^  ha:een|Bi#i»  Qron  bis  ign^r^nqa 
ai!wriS*gi  'IRwi^lDew^TioMter  iathACaptautef^  the- *'* a«n#ra4 Za^ofrie»l'  ltf|h^ 

know  wllO'ir the  owner.  That  the  Pil«teB8feih»eaid  ^il^Ma  isnd.  Dsm  I^emii^g^  Rien^  and  the> 
-BapetCM^  Don  Jay  me  SantL  Andalaling^his.  age.  to  be  .86  years,  Uie  witness  affirmed  the  above 
'jej^rHotx  to  h&  the  truth,  but  ceald  not  sign  the  samethiawelf  firem  hia  aforesaid  ignon^ice. 

In^t^  Always  MostiPaithfui  City  of  Havana,  on  the  SOth  December,  1836,  appeared  before  the  Mixed 
0(jayt  ab  apparently  white  nmti  dfihe  crew  of  the  S)7at)i«h  merdMnt^lM^ntine-schoottcr  "  Oenersl 
jMHyrde^  taken  from  the  prison  of  this  city,  ah^who,  aiiter  fleing  duly  sworwi  thus  deposed  r  Tlnit 
he  is  csJfed  Jos^  de  Lazo,  is  a  bachelor,  and  a  native  of  Guayaquil;  is  a  sailor,  and  enphiyad  dt 
£niii^  as  juchin  the  **  General  Labotde;'*  that  he  undertook  this  employment  at  St  Jago  de  Cuba, 
i{,]^n^  given,  hint  by  the  Captain,  Don  Vicente  Zaragoza,  and  that' tfiey  sailed  for  (}ihara>  where  theyr 
upi.^t  went..  That  at  Santiagpo  de  Cuba  tbe  vessel  took  in  some  legs  of  nwbogaay^  and  at  <iiifaara. 
Chey  loaded'  with  **  tercios"  of  tobacco,  and  from  the  said  port  aalfed  for  CadiJK.  That  before  tfdLtng.a  plhce 
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as  sailor  on  board  the  **  Oenercd  Laborde"  be  did  not  know  her,  nor  had  he  been  on  board,  and  for 
that  reason  cannot  give  an  account  of  her  cargo,  or  of  the  things  found  in  her.  That  he  was  per- 
suaded of  its  being  for  slave-traffic  by  the  water-casks,  part  of  the  planking,  and  the  caboose,  with  the 
gratings  of  the  hatches,  which  were  all  in  the  same  state  when  he  took  his  place,  and  that  also  there 
were  about  85  pairs  of  shackles,  but  that  he  had  not  heard  nor  understood  that  Captain  Zaragoza  was 
going  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  but  to  Cadiz ;  nor  had  h^  either  indicated  or  proposed  it  to  him  direct,  all 
which  he  affirms.  That  all  had  been  kept  on  board  as.  when  he  entered,  excepting  aboat  10  pairs  of 
shackles,  whkrh  were  thrown  into  the  water  at  the  time  the  English  Commander  sent  his  boats  to  take 
the  ^'  General  Lahorde"  That  the  bread  was  on  board  when  he  entered  at  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
neither  was  any  rice,  flour,  or  other  kinds  of  provisions  used  by  the  African  vessels  taken  on  bmurd, 
and  that  at  Gibara  the  Captain  sold  4  or  5  barrels  of  biscuit  to  a  schooner.  Having  read  the  exami- 
natbn  of  Mr.  Samuel  Butcher  of  His  Majesty's  schooner  ^*  Pincher,"  he  observed  it  was  true  his 
having  said  that  the  staves  corresponding  to  the  hoops  were  under  cover ;  they  were  found  in  the 
stowage  of  the  tobacco,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  the  staves  belonged  to  casks  taken  to  pieces  before 
he  entered  the  vessel,  and  that  at  Gibara  they  broke  up  two  more  to  make  place  for  the  tobacco,  being 
as  described  by  the  statement  of  the  2d  English  Pilot,  which  he  has  just  read.  And  remarking  that 
the  English  Pilot  calls  him  Tomas,  by  which  name  he  is  also  called,  although  his  proper  name  is  Jos^, 
and  that  he  is  25  years  of  age,  he  affirmed  the  above  statement  to  be  the  truth,  and  signed  it  accord- 
ingly.  

Third  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 
Examination  of  the  Cargo  of  the  "  General  Laborde." 
In  the  port  of  Havana,  on  the  23d  December,  1836,  the  examlhation  of  the  cargo  and  the  effiscts  of 
the  brigantine-schooner  ^*  Oeneral  Laborde^*  was  commenced  in  the  presence  of  Don  George  Byng, 
Commander  of  the  cs^pturing  schooner  **  Pincher,'*  and  other  officers ;  of  Don  Jaime  l^ti,  the 
freighter  of  the  vessel*;  and  of  the  passenger,  1st  Corporal  of  the  regiment  of  Leon,  Juan  Rosara,  and 
having  taken  out  through  the  chief  hatch,  and  through  the  other  towards  the  cabin  a  lot  of  ^*  terctos" 
of  tolmcco,  they  found  6  pairs  of  shackles,  and  an  equal  number  of  ring^  for  the  neck,  8  bars  of  iron  in 
the  manner  of  clamps,  with  the  holes  to  receive  nails,  and  19  bars  of  iron,  about  a  vara,  little  more  or 
less  in  length,  3  as  with  a  head,  and  the  others  have  in  some  part  a  groove  to  fit  By  this  time,  it 
being  20  minutes  past  4  in  the  evening,  the  British  Judge  ordered  that  Uie  search  shodd  be  suspended, 
the  capturing  Commander  having  shown  that  the  vessel  did  not  possess  sufficient  accommodation  to 
allow  of  all  the  cargo  being  taken  out  and  kept  under  cover,  without  exposing  it  to  damage,  to  continue 
and  conclude  the  examination  with  the  minute  attention  necessary,  there  remaining  to  be  continued 
the  operatk>n,  and  without  injury  to  examine  the  other  things,  as  the  circumstances  might  point  out, 
and  with  attention  that  all  should  be  kepi  for.  the  present  in  the  best  way  possible,  and  unless  anything 
should  occur,  until  the  execution  of  what  they  had  determined  to  do. 

V  On  the  24th  December  1836,  the  examination  of  the  cargo  and  the  effects  of  the  brigantine-schooner 
'^  Genial  Laborde**  was  continued,  there  being  present  the  British  Acting  Judge ;  the  Commander* 
Don  George  Byng;  the  Government  Interpreter,  Don  Luis  Payne;  the  discharged  Corporal,  Juan 
Rosara,  and  other  Officers  and  crew  who  were  on  board ;  and  aAer  taking  out  the  **  tercios"  of 
tobacco,  and  placing  them  in  deposit  in  the  wi^pehouses  of  the  Royal  Custom-house,*  to  the  number  of 
828,  as  appears  by  the  receipt  in  continuation,  they  proceeded  in  the  registering  and  search  of  the 
things  which  had  given  cause  for  this  operation ;  and  at  5  o'clock  in  the  evening  this  search  was  com- 
mitted to  writing — ^in  conclusion,  in  the  Order,  expressed  as  follows.  There  were  found  14  bottoms  of 
casks,  and  4  ditto,  smaller,  which  makes  9  vessels ;  270  staves,  and  89  iron  hoops  for  casks  or  vessels, 
7  iron  fastenings  to  secure  the  staves,  7  casks  of  water,  6  barrels  of  wine,  12  muskets,  and  5  g^ns ; 
9  short  sabres  or  swords,  3  large  joists  of  pine  about  4j^  varas  long,  and  2  small  ones ;  85  planks  of 
the  same,  averaging  from  3  to  4 j^  varas,  marked  with  Roman  numbers ;  1 9  short  ones  of  the  same> 
about  a  vara,  or  a  vara  and  a  half,  and  also  marked  with  the  said  numbers ;  and  all  have  cuts  or 
marks  which  show  they  have  been  used ;  in  which  act  Santi,  the  freighter,  declared  that  in  these 
planks  may  be  included  those  which  were  put  on  the  inventory  yesterday,  in  the  routing  oat  of  the 
steerage ;  7  pairs  of  shackles,  7  iron  rings  for  the  neck,  3  bars  ditto,  each  about  3  varas  long ;  9  pieces 
of  iron  in  the  manner  of  bolts,  8  plates  of  the  same,  and  19  ditto  in  the  form  of  small  bars;  the  said 
Santi  adding  that  Jhese  fetters  and  pieol&s  of  iron  were  equally  included  in  the  inventories  of  the  day 
before  ;  the  capturing  Captain  also  remarking  the  pieces  of  iron  and  the  g^ted  hatches,  although  at  . 
present  covered  with  boards,  as  is  common  and  frequent  in  slave-vessels.  Upon  which  they  deferred 
making  the  requisite  observations,  as  also  upon  the  caboose  or  kitchen.  The  same  Captain  asked  to 
examine  the  Papers  trhich  mi^ht  be  on  board,  amongst  the  effects  of  the  Captain  and  freighter,  and 
there  not  remaining  sufficient  time  for  this  operation,  which  besides  required  tranquillity  and  repose^ 
the  Lord  Judge  agreed  that  the  papers  should  be  shut  up  in  the  Iwxes,  and,  Santi  present,  be  pot  into 
a  chest  and  locked,  as  was  done  ;  the  Senor  Secretary  receiving  the  key,  a  ribbon  was  fastened  round 
with  sealing-wax,  and  sealed  with  the  Judge's  own  seal,  in  presence  of  the  said  individuals  ;  and  as 
the  English  Commander  remarked  that  the  quantity  of  bread  or  biscuit  was  excessive;  and  taken  into 
consideration  amongst  the  suspicions  articles  of  slave-traffic,  the  Judge  also  conceded  that  in  another 
fitting  search  it  should  be  weighed,  and  the  result  noted  down  ;  the  said  freighter  Santi,  being  warned^ 
that  the  biscuit  or  bread  which  might  be  eaten  during  the  time  of  their  executing  the  said  <^>eration'' 
shall  be  taken  with  the  knowledge  of  the  said  Captain,  daily  noting  down  what  might  be  taken ;  and 
this  terminated,  the  Commissary  Judge  arranged  to  suspend  this  search^  and  give  an  aocoont  of  it  to 
the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  signing  it  with  the  specified  pa^rties. 


(A.)    Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 

Papers  Found  on  Board  the  **  General  Laborde.'* 

PoHcy  of  Freightage. 
(Translatbn.)  T 

Don  Josb  Yrostegui  of  this  Company  and  neighbourhood,  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  the  Messrs. 
Puig  and  Rovert,  likewise  of  this  Company,  to  the  account  of  Don  Jaime  Ssnti,  Supercargo  of  the 
brig  <<  General  Laborde,*^  Don  Vicente  Zaragoza,  Captain,  of  which  Don  Jose  Trostegui,  is  Owner 
and  Consignee,  under  the  following  conditions : 
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Artiok  1st.  The  said  Owner  and  Cohsigfiee  fre%bts  to  Don  Jaime  Santi  all  the  space  of  the  said 
vessel,  to  take  in  at  the  port  of  Gibara  a  cargo  of  '^  tereios^'  of  raw  tobeceo,  her  destination  being 
Cadix  and  Qil»»ltar>  or  vice  ver$a^  or  only  one  of  these  ports,  as  may  best  suit,  where  the  unlading 
will  take  place. 

2.  The  Consignee  ai\d  Captain  guarantee  to  Ihe  Freighter  thdt  the  said  vessel  is  water-tight,  and 
lier  hull,  tackle^  and  stores,  in  g^ood  order,*  to  navigate  and  convey  the  cargo  safely,,  and  they  oblige 
themselvea  to  prove  the  said  good  state  at  his  cost,  by  means  of  the  Marine  Office  of  this  port. 

3.  They  allow  to  the  Freighter,  after  the  vessel  shall  have  arrived  at  Oibara  12  working  days  for 
.lading ;  which  being  passed,  the  vessel  shall  be  credited  40  dollars  fbr  every  day  she  may  be  delayed. 

Also,  they  allow  the  Freighter  for  unlading  in  the  port  where  it  may  happen  '20  days,  and  they  being 
passed  30  dollars  shall  be  credited  daily  to  the  vessel,  until  she  shall  again  be  at  free  pratique. 

4.  The  '*  ieroios"  which  will  cdmpote  the  Cargo  are  to  be  of  the  cunent  size  of  this  place. 

5.  The  price  agreed  on  is  that  of  3  hard  dollars  fbr  each  '*  tercio"  of  fVeight.    . 

6.  The  vessel  being  laden,  must  set  out  immediately  for  Cadiz  or  Gibraltar. 

7.  The  duty  in  the  port  of  Gibara,  and  the  duty  in  the  other  ports  indicated,  will  be  verified  accord- 
ing to  the  respective  customs  in  those  ports. 

And  for  proof  and  security  of  the]  jrartiesy  we  hold  one  of  the  same  tenor  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba. 
9th  Deceniherj  1836. 

(Signed)  JOSE  YROSTEGUI. 

PUIG  Y  ROVERT. 

(B.) 

Policy  of  Insurance  of  the  "  General  Laborde." 
The  Company  of  Maritime  Insurance  at  the  Havana* 
(Tranelation.) 

Wk  insore  to  you  Don  Antonio  de  Alvear  of  this  Company,  for  account  of  the  parties  concerned, 
from  all  rides  seen  and  unforeseen,  as  will  be  stated  in  Uie  treatise  of  this  Policy,  the  sum  of  5,000 
dollars  upon  the  value  of  the  four-fiAh  parts  of  the  hull,  keel,  sails,  tackle,  and  other  things  intemdl 
and  external  of  the  Spanish  brig  **  General  Laborde"  of  the  register  and  tonnage  as  may  be,  which, 
-with  the  crew  she  shall  have,  and  in  command  of  her  Captain,  Don  Vicente  Zarngoza,  or  he  who  may 
be,  ought  to  navigate  or  be  navigating  from  this  port  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  for  that  of  Cadiz,  with  pas- 
sage into  Gihmra.  And  placing  ourselves  in  your  stead,  we  take  to  our  charge  all  the  injuries  and 
lo^es  that  may  be  suffered  by  the  insured  vessel,  those  excepted  vvhtch  may  proceed  fVom  a  voluntary 
chmige  x>f  voyage  without  our  consent,  or  a  prolongation  of  the  same  to  a  period  more  remote  than 
designaled  ni  thfs  insurance,  fVom  dispositions  arbitrary  and  contrary  to  the  contract  of  freighting  or 
the  Bill  of  Lading  of  the  proprietor  of  the  vessel  or  his  representative,  from  illegal  and  contraband 
Qommerce^  and  from  frauds  by  the  Caplain  or  sailors,  for  which  this  Company,  Is  not  answerable ;  our 
«aid  risks  beginning  to  run  from  the  moment  that  the  said  vessel  shall  make  sail  from  Santiago  de 
Cuba  until  34  hours  after  she  may  have  anchored  in  Cadiz,  the  Captain  being  able  to  nav^ate  fredy, 
apd  make  the  harbours  and  ports  that  shall  be  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  bis  voyage,  we  being  Vf - 
sponsible  for  the  general  aveiage,  according  to  what  is  prescribed  in  the  gonumercial  code,^aad  for  llie 
unconditional  under,  the  terms  which  will  be  explained  at  the  end  of  this  contract.  For  so  muoh 
recogni»ng  io  this  Policy  as  ouich  power  in  law  as  niay  be  necessary,  we  oblige,  ourselves  to  credit 
and  pay  you  all  the  damages  and  ii^uries  which  may  occur  to  the  said  ship  by  reason  of  the  risks  wis 
haveiaiken  to  our  ohaisge,  agreeing  as  a  premium  to  this  insurance  2^  per  cent. i  which  account  you 
haiie  settled ;  promising  to  verify  the  payment  of  the  loss  to  your  order  30  days  after  the  loss  is  cer>- 
tified^  iu  eurrent  money  of  gold  or  silver ;  and,  as  to  the  damages,  they  will  be  liquidated  according  to 
ryle*  holding  ourselves  insured  and  insurers  in  all  besides  that  may  not  be  mentioned  herein,  as  pro- 
wled by  tbe mercantile  laws  upon  maritime  insurances*  And  if  there  shall  occur  any  motive  for  alter- 
cation, we  submit  mutually  firom  this  time  to  the  judgment  of  2  persons  of  this  Company,  who,  as 
ari>itral9r$,  sh^  be  named  by  both  parties,  and  to  the  decision  of  a  third,  who,  in  case  of  disagreement, 
the  same  shall  elect  prior  to  all  substantiation  and  decision ;  with  the  express  renunciation  of  the  other 
rights  and  ^uures  which  might  &vour  us.  It  ought  to  be  understood  that  the  agreements  and  condi- 
tions contained  ib  the  preamUe  of  the  present  Policy  are  void  when  the  manuscript  of  the  same  is 
altered  ot  annulled. 

5,800  dollai^l     For  §,000  dollars,  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing  Policy,  answering  for  the  simply 
2^  preaiium.)  damages  which  exceed  7  per  oeiit.  upon  the  total  value  of  the  said  vessel,  all  cm  account 
•  of  this  Company.  *  ■     '• 

Smana^Jifth  €f  December^  1836,  oill  o'clock  in  the  day. 

(Signed)  I.  R.  D£  URZAINQUI. 

"  '  /    .  (CO  . 

•    '  .        •'    Don  J.  Yrosiegui  to  Don  A,  Ahear.-  ^ 

(translation.)  ^  . 

SKNpa.DaNA]«»NiO'Aiuv54n^.  Havana,     ..  Cuba^l7 th  Ntfv^nber^  IS36.  . 

'  lEsmmfftfi^THitod'and  countrytnan^-^YeetBrday  i  received  yomrs  of  the  10th  and:  i34(hr  October  lost, 
ba^n^'^MrtlMi't^l^Ott'hy  difft^ent^wayb  under  date^  of  tiie  90th  and  21strof  ihi  Baaae,,and  Sdiectanl, 
concerning  the  insurance  of  7,700  dollaw  uport  thpf  ^^J^^'^a,^imn this  perl  to  tiiat  of^kimnnii, 
under  the  command  of  her  Captain^  Don  Jos4$  Ranteira,  to  whose  order  I  now  ratify.  It  is  well  you 
may  have  charged  me  243  doltei»  6  /  .preipiira^nd  e;^pei;y;es  ol^  the  insurance  of  6,000  dollars 
upon  the  brigantine  **  Liveral^*  since  they  are  credited  with  this  date.  1  charge  to  your  account  20 
dollars,  which  have  been  ddlvteredfof  thatof  Don  Wfe^ncesbw  ReviHa;  fiw  Which  you  may  credit  me. 

The  flour  which  the  ^  Frasquita*  brought  me  I^am  ^eUing  at  20  dollars  the  barrel,  and  at  18  dol- 
lars Ig^ve'Up  at  the  beginning  more  than  half  of  the  cargo.  r    •^  . .  v"") 


irVtS'dbnars,  i  wilt  thanicVou  to  nave  her  insured  for  5,000  dgllars.        ,        ,  ,    ,, 

I  am,  &c.       * 

Class  A.  O 
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We  are  at  the  2Mk  of  At  sam«,  and  I  take  advantage  ol  the  sailing  of  tke  "  Hmanerd'  fiwr  your 
port  to  triplieste  that  which  ^oes  before,  whose  duplicate  and  oric^inal  I  am  afraid  may  be  delayed. 
The  **  Havanera?^  has  only  discharfred  5€0  barrels,  which  sold  at  19  hard  doUan^  and  the  pnee  em* 
tinuinp;  to  fall,  they  did  not  dare  to  discharge,  on  account  of  the  circumstances  we  are  in^  which  ase 
really  to  be  feared  a  little. 

I  be^  you  to  tell  me  if  there  shaJf  have  come  to  your  place  50  or  60  Aim.  hide,  of  which  I  have 
here  some  very  fresh,  and  what  other  Peninsular  effects  may  therein  be  redMmed. 

Ahvays,  &c* 
(Signed)  J.  YROSTEGUI. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No,  61. 

■» 

Don  A,  Ahear  to  the  Mixed  Court, 

(Translation.)  Havena^  2lst  December ,  1836. 

I,  Don  Fernando  Antonio  Alvear,  Consig^nee  of  the  Spanish  brigantine  "  Qeneral  Labordey* 
to  your  Excellency  and  the  Gentlemen  "  como  mashaya  lugar  en  denechOy^  state : — that  the  saidbri- 
gantine  having*  lefl  the  port  of  Gibara  for  that  of  Cadiz,  was  captured  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
schooner  "  Pincher,"  and  conducted  to  this  place  to  be  judged  by  the  Mixed  Commission.  The  bri- 
gantine  "  Lahorde^*  left  Cuba  for  Gibara  to  lade  with  tobacco,  as  appears  by  the  letter  sent  with  her 
in  due  form  under  No.  i.  I  received  orders  to  insure  the  vessel  for  5,000  dollars.  This  I  did,  as  is 
proved  by  the  Policy  which  is  contained  in  No.  20,  and  thus  the  frankness  of  the  orders,  as  well  as 
the  clear  and  precise  terms  in  which  the  insurance  fs  couched,  prove  in  an  unequivocal  manner  that  the 
brigantine  was  employed  in  legal  trade.  Besides,  the  vessel  went  registered  in  form,  and  the  cargo 
itself  taken  in  at  Gibara,  and  consisting  of  828  *'  tfrcios^*  of  tobacco,  had  a  legal  and  known  destina- 
tion ;  and  there  went  on  board  as  passengers,  Don  Jaime  Santi,  his  wife  and  two  children,  the  first 
beitig^  at  the  same  time  Freighter  and  Supereargo.  ft  is  eren  ridiculons  to  suppose  that  an  entire  family 
would  go  to  employ  themselves  in  a  prohibited  traffic,  and  the  supposition  very  anfounded  in  this  Case 
to  the  brigantine  in  question,  which,  from-  the  time  she  was  obtained  by  Don  Jos^  Yrostegoi  of  the 
Connnercial  Company  of  Cuba,  and  the  same  Captain,  Don  Vicente  Zaragoza,  was  never  dedicated  to 
anything  but  what  is  notoriously  legal,  nsually  conducting  recruits.  The  English  Commander  pro- 
ceeded, then,  as  much  without  foundation  as  arbitrarily  in  impeding  the  voyage  of  the  brigantine  "  Lor 
horde^^  in  putting  her  out  of  her  route,  and  conducting  her  captured  to  this  port,  with  a  cargo  and 
passengers.  Look  at  the  register  and  cargo^  examine  the  YesseFs  P^per^  and  tell  me  frankly  if  a 
▼essel  destined  for  a  prohibited  trade  has  ever  borne  such  marked  characters  of  legality  and  good 
despatch.  The  Treaties  concluded  with  His  Britannic  Majesty  have  all  for  their  object  the  abdition  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  hot  they  are  very  cantious  in  the  Articles  that  no  risk  shall  be  incurred  which 
might  have  a  tendency  to  cause  extortion  to  commerce.  So  directs  Article  6  of  the  Treaty  signed  at 
Madrid  on  the  28th  June,  183&,  and  therein  is  shown  the  anxiety  with  which  the  two  high  contracting 
parties  act  to  remove  injuries  to  commerce,  givmg  rules  in  case  of  arbitrary  and  illegal  detention  <^ 
vessels.  Read  also  the  7th  Article  of  the  Annex,  Letter  B.,  and  yon  wiH  find  the  form  with  ^^hk^ 
they  have  advised  not  only  the  liberation  of  the  vessels  arbitrarily  detained,  but  also  their  complete  m- 
demnification.  In  spite  of  all  this  the  vessel  is  still  anchored  in  this  bay,  with  complete  incomnm- 
nication,  and  guarded  by  the  schooner  *'  Pincher,"  as  is  evident  by  the  Certificate  which  he  also  seat 
nnder  No.  3.  All  the  circnmstances  which  have  just  been  stated,  those  which  appear  by  the  Register 
and  Papers,  make  indispensable  a  speedy  decision  by  the  Mixed  dourt,  upon  the  liberation  of  the 
vessel,  and  a  complete  indemnification  of  the  injuries  according  to  the  Treaty,  and  the  decision  ought 
to  be  so  much  the  more  urgent,  as  thereby  further  injury  will  be  avoided,  which  is  always  of  a  mag^ 
nitude  difficult'  to  reduce  to  computation.  In  thia  state  of  things  I  entreat  your  £xcel]eney  and  the 
other  Gentlemen  that,  having  the  Docnments  I  send  you  in  doe  form,  yon  will  be  pleased  with  all 
despatch  to  declare  that  the  detention  and  obstruction  in  her  route  of  the  brigantine  ^  General  Li^ 
horde^  be  illegal  and  arbitrary,  leaving  her  firee  to  pursue  her  voyage,  and  indemnifying  her  com^ 
pletely,  according  to  the  Treaties,  from  all  losses,  damage,  and  injuries  which  shall  ipmye  to  have 
been  caused  thereby.     Thus  I  await  the  equity  of  your  Excellency  and  the  other  Ckntlemen, 

(Signed)  FERNANDO  ANT.  DE  ALVEAR. 

Havana,  22d  December. — ^The  Papers  accompanying  the  above  being  presented,  were  added  to  the, 
others,  there  being  present, 

(Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

(Signed)    FERNANDINA. 

JUAN  FRANC.  CASCALES,  Secretary. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 
freight  of  Biscuit  on  hoard  the  **  General  Laborde." 
(Translation.) 

In  the  always  most  faithful  city  of  Havana,  on  the  29th  December,  1836,  at  9  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  [British  Judge  went  on  board  the  Spanish  merchant  brigantine- schooner  "  General 
Labor de^'*  accompanied  by  the  public  Weigher  of  this  city,  Don  Augustin  Merat,  and  by  the  Mes- 
senger (Alguazil)  of  this  Court,  Don  Juan  Tomas  Sedano,  to  effect  the  pending  inspection  oi  the 
weighing  of  the  bread,  and  there  being  present  the  English  Commander,  and  the  Freighter  of  the 
Tessel,  Ddu  Jaime  Santi,  the  said  public  Weigher  proceeded  to  the  operation,  and  having  concluded 
the  same,  declared  there  were  20  quintals  7  pounds  nett,  of  bread  or  biscuit*  and  that  he  had  done 
the  same  faithfully  and  legally,  according  to  his  ability ;  when  the  British  Judge  concluded  this  Act, 
and  signed  the  same,  I  the  Secretary  being  present.     Certified. 

(Signed)  E.  W.  IL  SCHENLEY. 


(Signed)    JAIME  SANTL 

JUAN  FRANC.  CASCALES,  Secretary. 


GEORGE  BYNG. 
AUGUSTIN  MERAT. 
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Seventh  Enclosure  in  No.  6L 
Opinion  of  the  Spanish  Judge  in  the  Case  of  the  •*  General  Laborde." 

CoKBireaiNG  with  respect  to  the  facts — 

That  by  the  Official  ajud  private  Papers  found  on  board  tbe  "  General  Labor de,"  it  is  proved  in  a 
positive  manner  that  she  left  Gibara  for  Cadiz  laden  with  tobacco  and  with  various  passengers. 

That  if  the  object  of  her  voyage  had  been  to  employ  herself  in  the  Slave  Trade,  there  would  have 
been  already  found  the  merchandize  usually  taken  to  tbe  Coast  of  Africa  for  this  speculation,  also  the 
great  supply  of  water  necessary  for  a  long  voyage,  and  also,  lastly,  the  provision  of  cheap  food  which 
is  likewise  eustomary  in  such  cases. 

That  the  provision  of  bread,  although  abundant,  was  not  so  excessive  as  to  found  prudent  suspicions. 

Tbat  the  idea  of  Cadiz  being  tbe  destination  of  the  vessel  is  confirmed  by  the  facts  indicated,  as 
also  by  the  very  decisive  one  of  the  vessel  being  insured  for  Ihat  voyage,  as  it  cannot  be  presumed, 
even  remotely,  that,  in  order  to  undertake  an  illicit  speculation,  and  so  extensive  as  that  attributed  to 
the  "  General  Laborde,*^  they  would  uselessly  have  niade  so  considerable  a  disbursement  as  that  verified 
by  the  Owners,  merely  to  guarantee  her  successful  arrival  at  that  port. 

And  lastly,  that  the  demonstration  of  the  said  opinion  reaches  even  to  a  degree  of  proof  not  to  be 
rejected,  if  one  attend  to  there  being  found  amongst  the  passengers  the  merchant  Don  Jaime  Santi, 
his  wife,  and  two  children,  persons  who,  under  no  aspect,  could  in  sound  reason  have  embarked  to  i 
traffic  illicitly. 

But  that  at  the  same  time  it  appears  from  the  proceedings  that  the  "  General  Laborde  "  carried 
spare  planks,  fetters,  hatches  with  the  gratings  covered  over,  a  sort  of  mess-tub  larger  than  those 
required  for  the  use  of  the  cr^w  of  a  merchant-vessel,  and  tbe  other  suspicious  articles  described  by 
Mr.  George  Byng. 

As  to  the  justice. 

That  although  it  is  indubitable  tbat  the  "  General  Laborde,**  with  the  suspicions  as  related,  waa 
rightly  detained,  according  to  the  Agreement  in  Art.  10  of  the  Treaty  of  the  28th  June,  1835,  in 
which  it  is  said,  **  It  is  hereby  further  mutually  agreed  that  every  merchant'vessel,  British  or  Spanish* 
that  may  be  visited,  &c.,  may  lawfully  be  detained,  and  sent  or  brought  before  the  Mixed  Courts  of 
Justice,  if  in  her  equipment  there  shall  be  found  any  of  the  things  hereinafter  mentioned,  namely, — 

1.  Hatches  with  open  gratings,  instead  of  the  close  hatches  which  are  usual  in  merchant^ vessels; 

2.  Divisions,  or  bulk-heads  in  the  hold,  or  on  deck,  in  greater  number  than  are  necessary  for  vessels  ; 
engaged  in  lawful  trade;  3.  Spare  planks,  &c.,  &c. ;  4.  Shackles,  bolts  or  handcufis,  &c^  &c.,  &c.  la 
tbe  same  way  it  is  evident  that  these  circumstances,  according  to  the  words  of  the  Treaty,  cannot  be 
considered  as  insurmountable  obligations  which  may  necessarily  produce  condemnation,  but  "  b&  priniSL 

Jade  evidence  of  the  actual  employment  of  the  vesael  in  the  Sla^e  Trade,"  and  to  condemn  and  declare 
her  to  be  lawful  prize  in  the  absenee  of  ether  circumstances  which  may  refute  them,  or  prove  it  not  to 
be  the  actual  destination  of  the  vessel,  or  the  object  of  her  voyage,  sinee  in  the  same  l^eaty  it  is  said 
that  the  quoted  Article  shall  take  effect  ^*  unless  satisfactory  evidence  upon  the  part  of  the  Master  or 
Owners  shall  establish  that  such  vessel  xcas^  at  the  time  of  her  detention  or  capture^  employed  in  some 
legal  pursuit.'' 

f^onsidering  tbat  at  the  time  of  the  detention  of  the  '*  General  Laborde  "  she  was  employed  as 
beforesaid  in  making  a  voyage  to  Cadiz  with  passengers  and  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  which  is  a  legal  pursuit. 
He  declares, — 

That  the  capture  made  by  Mr.  George  Byng,  Commander  of  his  Britannic  Mijesty*s  brigantine 
*"  Pincher,*'  of  tlie  Spanish  merchant-brigantine  "  General  Laborde,*'  opposite  to  Gibara,  on  the  16th 
December,  1836,  although  accomplished  from  just  motives  for  suspicion,  is  not  a  good  Prize.  And 
that  this  Case  being  comprehended  in  the  11th  Art.  of  the  Treaty  referred  to,  according  to  which,  if 
there  is  found  on  board  a  merchant-vessel  any  of  the  things  specified,  neither  the  Master,  nor  Owner, 
nor  any  person  whatever  shall  be  entitled  to  compensation  for  losses  or  damages,  and  that  the  cap- 
tuung  Captain  be  absolved  from  all  responsibility.  That  the  embargo  under  which  the  ''  General 
Laborde '  now  is  be  raised,  returning  to  the  Captain  and  Supercargo  the  Papers  and  Documents 
which  have  been  shown,  leaving  amongst  the  proceedings  a  certified  Notice  of  them,  and  that  this 
decision  be  communicated  to  their  Excellencies  tbe  Captain-General,  the  Commandant  of  Marine,  and 
the  Intendent,  for  the  setting  at  liberty  the  persons  arrested^  and  for  the  giving  up  of  the  vessel,  eargo, 
and  other  effects  thereof. 

(Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  PERNANDXNA. 

JSorono,  Uih  January^  1837. 


Eighth  Eficlosare  in  No.  61. 

Opinion  of  the  British  Acting  Judge  in  the  Case  of  the  "  General  Laborde.** 

The  Treaty  of  the  26th  June,  1835,  was  concluded  between  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United 
*  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  ''  in  the  spirit  of  the  Treaty  con- 
tracted betvreen  both  Powers  on  the  23d  September,  1817,"  the  High- contracting  Parties  '*  being 
desirous  of  rendering  the  means  taken  for  aboUsbing  the  inhuman  traffic  in  slaves  more  effeotwd.** 

Artide  2  engages  that  Her  Catholic  Majesty  will  take  tbe  most  effectual  measures  for  preventing 
the  subjects  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  from  being  concerned,  and  Her  flag  from  being  used  in  carrying 
on,  in  any  way,  tbe  trade  in  slaves;  and  especially  that  Her  Catholic  Majesty  will  promulgate  a  peaal 
law,  iuflicting  a  severe  punishment  on  all  those  Her  Catholic  Majesty's  subjects  who  shall,  under  any 
pretext  whatsoever,  take  any  part  in  the  traffic  in  slaves.  By  virtue  of  the  4th  Article  of  the  Treaty, 
•hips  of  the  JEloyal  Navies  respectively,  provided  with  special  instructions  for  thai  purpose,  may  visit 
such  merchant- vessels  of  the  two  nations  as  may,  upon  reasonable  grounds^  be  aospeoted  of  being 
engaged  in  the  traffic  in  slaves,  or  of  having  heen^ed  out  for  that  pnrpose,  and  sand  them  for  trial 
in  the  manner  hereinafter  agreed  upon. 

By  the  3d  Rule  laid  down  under  this  same  Article,  authorizing  the  right  of  search  as  r^pards 
merchant-vessels,  it  is  directed  that  the  Certificate  exhibited  by  the  Commander  of  the  merchant- 
vessel  shall  declare  that  the  only  object  of  the  search  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  vessel  is  employed  in. 
the  slave  traflBc,  or  if  it  \s  fitted  up  for  the  said  traffic. 

By  the  8d  stipulation  of  the  5th  Article,  it  is  provided  that  if  the  Commander  of  a  cniizer  of  tither 
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of  the  two  nations  shall  suspect  that  any  merchant-vessel,  though  under  the  escort  or  convoy  of  any 
ship  or  ships  of  the  other  nation,  carries  slaves  on  board,  or  has  been  engaged  in  the  traffic  in  slaves, 
or  is  Jitied  out  for  the  purpose  thereof,  he  shall,  accompanied  by  the  Commander  of  the  convoy,  pro- 
ceed to  the  search  of  the  suspected  vessel ;  and  in  case  that  the  suspicions  appear  well  founded,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  of  this  Treaty,  that  the  said  vessel  shall  be  conducted,  or  sent,  to  one  of  the  points 
where  the  Mixed  Courts  of  Justice  are  stationed,  in  order  that  the  just  sentence  may  there  be  pro-, 
nounced. 

By  Article  10,  which  defines  the  circumstances  distinctive  of  a  vessel  fitted  up  for  the  traffic  in 
slaves,  it  i^  stipulated,  that  any  one  or  more  of  the  several  circumstances  therein  specified,  if  proved, 
shall  be  considered  ns  priynd  facie  evidence  of  the  actual  employment  of  the  vessel  in  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  the  vessel  shall  thereupon  be  condemned  and  declared  lawful  prize  (y  servira  alguna  de  estas 
circiimstancias  para  condenarle  y  declararle  buena  presa),  unless  saHrfaetory  evidence  shall  establish 
that  such  vessel  was,  at  the  time  of  her  detention  or  capture,  employed  in  some  legal  pursuit 

By  the  12th  Article,  requiring  the  breaking  up,  &c.,  is  contemplated — 1st,  the  detaining^  and  2d, 
the  condemning  a  vessel,  not  only  as  *^  having  been  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,"  but  also  as  ^'kannng 
been  Jilted  out  for  the  purposes  thereof.** 

By  Article  1  of  Annex  B,  declared  to  be  an  integral  part  of  the  Treaty,  the  Judges  and  Arbitrators 
are  required  to  swear  '*  that  they  will  act  in  all  their  decisions  in  pursuance  of  the  sUpukUiom  of  the 
aforesaid  Treaty.** 

Article  4  of  ditto,  authorizes  the  Judges  to  take  the  Declaration  on  Oath  of  the  Captor,  if  it 
should  appear  to  them  necessary  to  do  so,  '*  in  order  to  judge  and  pronounce  whether  the  said  vessel 
has  been  justly  detained  or  not^  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty,"  and  in  order  that,  accord'^ 
ing  to  this  judgment,  the  vessel  may  be  condemned  or  released. 

With  regard  to  the  sentence  of  the  Court  there  are  two  points  for  consideration;  1st,  the  legality 
of  thisde/en^tcm,  and2d,  the  liability  to  condemnation.  Article  10  of  the  Treaty  determines  both 
these  points. 

1st.  It  is  thereby  mutually  agreed  that  every  merchant- vessel,  British  or  Spanish,  which  shall  be 
visited  by  virtue  of  the  present  Treaty,  may  lawfully  be  detained,  if  in  her  equipment  there  shall  be 
found  any  of  the  things  hereinafter  mentioned. 

24-  With  regard  to  the  liability  to  condemnation,  the  Treaty  stipulates  that  any  one  or  more 
(alguna  5  algunas)  of  these  several  circumstances,  if  proved,  shall  be  considered  as  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  the  actual  employment  of  the  vessel  in  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  the  vessel  shall  thereupon  (upon 
that  evidence  that  is)  he  condemned  and  declared  lawful  prize^  unless,  &c.  In  this  exception  it  is 
required  that  it  be  satisfactorily  established  that  the  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  detention  or  capture  was 
employed  in  some  **  legal  pursuit,^*  which  predicament  is  expressed  in  Article  10,  6th  head,  by  the 
terms  *'  lawful  commerced*  By  the  10th  Article  of  this  Treaty,  it  is  stipulated  that  vessels  found 
equipped  after  a  certain  manner,  therein  specified,  even  in  the  least  degree,  are  to  be  deemed  as  *^  fitted 
out  **  for  the  purpose  of  the  Slave  Trade.  And  under  one  of  the  heads  (Article  10,  6th)  relating 
to  *'  water-casks  and  other  vessels  for  holding  liquid,"  it  is  particularly  required  *'  that  the  Master  (in 
order  to  prove  that  he  is  "  employed  in  some  legal  pursuit,  or  for  purposes  o{  lawful  commerce")  s\M 
produce  a  certificate  from  the  Custom-house  at  the  place  from  which  he  cleared  outwards,  stating  tl^t 
a  student  security  had  been  given  by  the  Owners  of  such  vessel  that  such  extra  quantity  of  casktf 
or  of  other  vessels  should  only  be  used  to  hold  palm  oil^  or  for  other  purposes  of  lawful  commerce. 

In  a  vessel  therefore  fitted  and  equipped,  in  almost  every  circumstance,  as  pointed  out  under 
Article  10,  and  not  having  the  above  stipulated  ^^certificate"  to  support  the  allegation  of  her  being 
**  employed  in  some  legal  pursuit^'^  the  fact  of  her  having  on  board  a  cargo  of  any  description  of  legal 
merchandize^  (See  Annex  B.,  Article  2)  cannot,  of  itself,  entitle  her  to  be  considered  an  honest  trader,' 
or  employed  for  '*  purposes  of  lawful  commerce,*'  more  especially  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration, 
that  from  the  circumstances  of  her  equipment,  there  are  "  reasonohle  groundt^^  for  suspecting  her  of 
**  having  heen  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  the  traffic  in  slaves,"  and  also  that  the  alleged  destination 
is  all  in  the  track  of  the  real  destination,  which,  from  the  several  circumstances  before  recited,  she  may 
*'  reasonably'*  be  deemed  to  have,  and  as,  moreover,  it  seems  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  a  vessel  in* 
tentionally  ^*  fitted  out  for  that  purpose'*  should  proceed  upon  such  a  voyage  in  Imllast  only. 

Such  is  the  construction  which  I  placed  upon  the  Treaty,  and  its  Annexes  of  the  28th  June,  1835, 
by  which  the  Spanish  brigantine,  **  General  Labor de^^'  Yincente  Zaragoza,  Master,  is  to  be  judged,  fbr 
having  been  found  by  His  Majesty*s  schooner,  *'  Pincher,"  Lieutenant  George  Byng,  Commander,  on 
the  16th  December,  1836,  "  with  all  the  fittings  and  appurtenances,  with  but  very  few  exceptions,  pro- 
hibited" by  the  10th  Article  to  the  above  Treaty.  The  Vessel's  Papers,  and  other  Documents,  consist- 
ing of  7  in  nun4>er,  which  have  been  produced  before  the  Court,  offer  no  satisfactory  evidence,  to 
establish  the  legality  of  the  equipment  with  which  the  **  General  Laborde'*  is  fitted. 

1.  The  Captain's  (also  the  First  Pilot)  evidence. .  The  first  part  of  which  is  only  declarative  of  his 
surprize  at  being  detained,  seeing  that  he  was  sailing  out  of  a  Spanish  port,  with  Spanish  Papers  and 
cargo,,  bound  to  a  Spanish  port,  viz.  Cadiz,  as  per  Register.  The  rest  of  the  evidence  is  a  statement  of 
the  employment  of  the  vessel  since  the  time  he  bought  her  in  Havana  last  year,  with  the  view  of  that 
the  vessel  has  been  employed  in  legal  operations.  In  his  first  trip  from  Havana  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba, 
he  conveyed  20  *'  facciozos"  and  3  passengers.  He  next  conveyed  26  persons,  *'  criminals*'  and  mili- 
tary, to  Cadiz.  On  his  return,  he  embarked  from  Valencia,  on  the  19th  September,  65  recruits  of  the 
2d  Catalonia  Regiment,  whom  he  landed  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba.  He  states,  without  adducing  any 
Document  in  proof  of  the  assertion,  that  the  g^ing,  planks  and  bars,  were  taken  from  the  Intei^ency 
of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  which  furnished  them  for  the  security  of  the  prisoners,  with  the  exception  of  those 
planks  which  were  on  board  when  he  bought  the  vessel.  This  statement  is  meant  to  imply,  not  only 
that  he  was  engaged  in  legal,  and  not  illicit  operations,  but  also  an  excuse  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
vessel  is  fitted  ;  well  enough  adapted  indeed  for  purposes  of  confinement,  but  which  being  prohibited 
by  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty,  cannot  be  overlooked  or  allowed. 

Domingo  Rizu,  Second  Pilot,  deposes,  that  he  never  knew  of  the  vessel  being  formerly  engaged  in 
the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  the  only  voyage  he  has  made  in  her  was  from  Valencia,  with  the  recruits,  to 
St  Jago  de  Cuba,  not  having  before  that  qualified  as  Pilot,  but  that  the  caboose  and  water-casks  then 
served  for  the  use  of  the  recruits. 

Agustin  Galliana,  Boatswain,  deposes  that  he  made  a  voyage  from  Alicant  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  with 
recruits;  that  he  never  heard  of  the  **  General  Laborde^*  being  employed  in  slave  trading,  nor  in  that 
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case  would  he  have  remained  in  her;  having  a  wife  and  children,  he  had  never  thought  of  going  to 
the  Coast  of  Africa. 

The  evidence  given  before  the  Court  by  Don  Jaime  Santi,  the  Supercargo,  declares  that  himself  and 
&mily  are  passengers  on  board  the  brigantine ;  that  the  tobacco  with  which  she  was  freighted  belongs 
to  him,  and  that  she  sailed  on  the  15th  December  from  Gibara,  for  Cadiz  and  Gibraltar. 

The  deposition  of  the  Captor,  as  likewise  that  of  Mr.  Samuel  Butcher,  Second  Master  of  the 
**  Pincher,'*  induced  the  Court  to  appoint  a  Commission  to  proceed  on  board  the  brigantine,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  there  existed  in  her  hold  additional  proof  of  her  being  Jitted  2ip  for 
the  traffic  in  slaves. 

The  Supercargo,  Don  Jaime  Santi,  who  had  remained  in  the  vessel  since  her  detention,  declared 
that  no  aheration  had  been  made  by  the  Captors,  and  that  everything  was  in  the  same  state  as  when 
the  vessel  was  taken  possession  of. 

Upon  inspection,  after  removing  the  hatches  (which  were  found  to  be  fitted  with  **  open  gratings**), 
in  addition  to  the  slave  equipment  enumerated  in  the  Captor's  Declaration,  the  following  articles  were 
produced: — Ist,  staves  and  binding  for  casks  or  large  leaguers,  such  as  are  used  exclusively  by  slave- 
vessels,  amounting  to  about  9,  with  89  hoops  for  ditto ;  2dly,  materials  for  laying  a  slave-deck,  consist- 
ing of  pine  joists,  planks  marked  with  carved  roman  figures,  which  had  already  served  for  this  pur- 
pose, also  new  plank,  some  of  which  appeared  to  have  been  already  cut  and  fitted ;  3dly,7  pairs  of  iron 
^ckles,  7  iron  rings  for  confining  by  the  neck,  3  bars  of  iron  3  varas  long,  3  pieces  of  iron  for 
shackle-bolts,  9  other  pieces  ditto  ditto,  8  broad  bars  or  plates  of  ditto  3  varas  long,  and  19  ditto  in  the 
form  of  small  bars,  a  double- handled  bucket  or  utensil  tor  necessary  purposes,  invariably  in  use  and 
required  for  the  female  slaves ;  the  whole  of  these  articles  being  exactly  similar  to  those  usually  found 
on  board  slave- vessels. 

Tbns  there  have  been  found  in  the  equipment  of  the  "  General  Laborde**  nearly  every  article 
enumerated  in  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  28th  June,  1835,  via.,  first  hatches  with  open 

2d.  Divisions,  or  bulkheads,  in  greater  number  than  are  necessary  for  vessels  engaged  in  lawful  trade. 

8d.  Spare  planks  ^Jkted^  for  laying  down  as  a  second  or  slave-deck,  being  regularly  numbered 
with  carved  roman  figures. 

4th.  Shackles,  Ixrfls,  and  handcufis,  also  neck-rings. 

In  connexion  with  the  irons  found  stowed  with  the  cargo,  and  which  could  not  readily  be  got  at,  in 
cooseqaence  of  the  hatches  being  battened  down,  I  would  invite  particular  attention  to  the  testmiony 
ofJo94  Lazo,  one  of  the  crew  c^the  "  Oeneral  Laborde**  who  deposes  before  the  Court  that  he  was 
persuaded  of  the  vessel  being  destined  for  the  Slave  Trade  by  the  water-casks^  part  of  the  plankings 
the  cabouse  and  the  gratings  of  the  hatches,  which  were  all  in  the  same  state  when  he  took  his  place, 
and  that  also  there  were  about  35  pairs  of  shackles,  and  that  all  had  been  kept  on  board  as  when  he 
entered,  except  about  10  pairs  of  shackles^  which  were  thrown  overboard  at  the  time  the  English 
Commander  sent  his  boats  to  take  the  **  General  Labor de.** 

5th  A  larger  quantity  of  water  in  casks  than  is  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  vessel  as  a 
ffiercAan^- vessel,  being  at  the  least  seven  tons,  or  upwards  of  1,760  gallons,  for  a  registered  crew  of  16 
men  with  5  passengers,  which  would  amount  to  more  than  water  enough  for  three  months*  voyage  at 
the.fitll  allowance  of  a  gallon  per  man  per  diem. 

6tb.  An  extraordinary  number  of  water-casks  in  bundles  of  staves,  commonly  called  shakings, 
without  the  stvpulaied  Certificate  from  the  Custom-house  stating  that  a  sufficient  security  had  been 
given  by  the  Owners  that  such  extra  quantity  of  casks  should  only  be  used  to  hold  palm  oil,  or  for  the 
purposes  of  lawful  commerce. 

7th.  A  cabouse,  or  cooking  stove  (the  boiler  only  was  wanting),  larger  than  requisite  for  the  use  of 
the  crew  of  the  vessel  as  a  Tn^cAan^-vessel ;  and  all  this  without  the  sliglitest  evidence  being  adduced 
afibrding  a  shadow  of  plausibility  that  such  an  equipment  was  necessary,  or  any  ways  adapted  to  the 
objects  of  her  stated  voyage.  In  addition  the  coamings  of  the  small  hatchway  forward,  commonly 
called  the  fore-peak,  were  found  pierced  with  holes  for  the  insertion  of  bars,  such  place  being  usually 
employed  as  a  prison  or  place  of  confinement  for  refractory  slaves,  her  main-hatchways  being  also 
impeded  by  crosB>beams  below. 

In  reltance,  therefore,  upon  the  good  faith  in  which  this  Treaty  was  mutually  concluded  by  the  two 
High  Contracting  Parties,  which  disallowed  vessels  to  be  equipped  or  fitted  out  for  the  purpose 
of  the  traffic  in  slaves,  and  considering  that  almost  all  the  circumstances  enumerated  in  the 
Treaty,  implying  the  actual  employment  of  the  vessel  in  the  Slave  Trade,  have  been  found  to  exist  on 
board  the  **  General  Laborde  ; "  considering  also  that  the  Masters  or  Owners  have  failed  in  pro- 
ducing the  stipulated  Certificate  required  in  the  6th  item  of  the  10th  Article,  and  in  other  respects 
have  not  given  satisfactory  evidence  to  establish  that  the  vessel  was  employed  in  a  legal  pursuit; 
seeing  that  neither  the  cargo  nor  passengers  being  on  board  thereof,  and  both  declared  to  be  destined 
for  a  port  by  the  way,  can  fbmish  an  assurance  that  she  is  not  destined  to  the  Coast  of  Africa  ;  con- 
sidering also  the  fact  of  her  throwing  overboard  the  10  pairs  of  shackles,  sworn  in  evidence  by  Jos<$ 
Lazo,  a  fact  which  cannot  fail  to  impress  an  impartial  mind  with  the  conviction  of  the  guilty  feeling 
as  regarded  the  destination  of  the  vessel,  which  prompted  the  Commander  to  such  a  measure  at  such 
a  moment  when  he  was  about  to  be  boarded  by  the  boats  of  His  Britannic  Majest/s  schooner;  con- 
sidering also  the  sworn  conviction  of  the  aforesaid  Josi  Lazo  as  to  the  objects  and  destination  of  the 
vessel,  and  his  reasons  assigned  the  Acting  British  Judge  is  of  opinion  that  the  Spanish  brigantine 
"  General  Laborde*'  was  properly  and  le^ly  detained  by  His  Majesty's  schooner  "  Pincher,"  Lieu- 
tenant George  Byng  Commander ;  and  moreover  that  it  being  fully  and  clearly  established  that  she 
18  equipped  for  the  traffic  in  slaves,  he,  for  the  same  reasons,  considers  she  ought  to  be  condemned 
and  declared  lawful  prize,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  regulations  and  conditions  contained  in 
the  Treaty  of  the  28th  June,  1835. 

14^  January,  1837,  (Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 


Ninth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 

Sentence  in  the  Case  of  the  **  General  Laborde." 

In  the  Always  Most  Faithful  City  of  Havana,  on  the  17th  January,  1837,  the  Most  Excellent 

Senor  Don  JostJ  Maria  Herrera  y  Herrera,  Count  Fernandina,  &c  &c.,  Spanish  Judge  in  the  Mixed 

Court  of  Justice,  and  Don  Edward  Wyndham  Harrington  Schenley,  British  Judge,  by  permission  of 

his  Government,  in  the  absence  of  Don  William  Sharp  Macleay,  and  his  Excellency  Don  Juan 
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Montalvo  y  O'Farrill,  &c.  &c.,  chosen  from  the  contrariety  of  opinioii,  aeeordii^  to  the  Treaty  of 
the  28th  June,  1835,  having  seen  these  proceedings  upon  the  detention  made  by  the  English  schoonow 
of-war  •*  Pincher,"  on  the  16th  Dcceraher  last,  opfMwite  Gihara,  under  Article  10  of  the  said  Treaty, 
of  the  Spanish  merchatit-brig:antine-«chooner  '*  General  Laborde^^^  together  with  the  accounts  of  the 
examinations  made  in  the  captured  vessel,  the  depositions  of  the  Spanish  Captain,  Pilot,  and  other 
individuals,  the  Papers  received  and  presented  by  the  Englfeh  Commander  in  the  act  of  givmg  his 
Declaration,  and  the  others  shown  and  included  in  the  aummary  which  was  made  of  Papers  on  the 
31st  December  of  the  past  year ;  and  taking  into  consideration  the  opinions  of  the  said  Spanish  and 
English  Judges,  which  were  filed  amongst  these  proceedings,  as  also  that  the  indications  which 
induced  the  Captain  to  detain  her  prima  facie^  have  been  cleared  from  all  guilty  imputation,  satisfac- 
torily, in  the  opinion  of  the  Arbitrator,  with  the  Poyal  Sailing  Passport  of  the  Spanish  brigantine- 
schooner,  the  Muster-roll,  Patent  of  Health,  the  Royal  Custom-house  Register  of  the  826  '*  tercios" 
of  tobacco,  and  the  mahogany  logs,  the  Policy  of  Insurance,  the  Passports  of  the  passengers,  includ- 
ing in  the  number  Don  Joime  Santi,  with  his  wife  and  2  children ;  neither  is  there  found  in  the  vessd 
the  things  for  mess,  as  is  customary  in  those  dedicated  to  Slave  Traffic ;  that  although  there  were  fouad 
the  shackles,  casks,  grated  hatches,  and  planks,  which  caused  the  detention,  yet  the  reasons  of  the 
Spanish  Captain  also  prove  that  in  liis  former  voyages  he  was  employed  in  transporting  prisoners,  and 
recruits  for  the  2d  regiment  of  Catalonia,  in  the  province  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba.     It  must  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  '*  General  Ldborde*'  was  captured  on  going  out  from  Gibara,  and  not  at  any  othor 
place  which  might  cause  the  certainty  of  her  voyage  to  Cadiz  to  be  suspected ;  for  all  which,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  4th  Article  of  the  Regulations  for  the  Mixed  Courts,  inserted  in  the  said  Treaty 
under  letter  B,  they  say  that  they  ought  to  declare,  with  all  truth,  according  to  the  proceedings  in  these 
judgments,  briefly  and  summarily,  to  be  truly  known  as  illegal,  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  brigfantine- 
schooner    "  General  Lab^jrde"    notwithstanding  the  indications  which  offered  ^^imdi,  facie  to  the 
English  Commander  for  her  detention,  by  virtue  of  the  Spanish  Captain  having  satis&ctorily  certifidd 
that  the  captured  vessel  was,  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  engaged  in  a  legal  speculation,  but  without 
the  Captain,  Owner,  or  any  other  person  interested  in  the  equipment  or  cargo  of  the  vessel  having  a 
right  to  claim  for  damages  or  loss ;  consequently  they  give  notice  that  the  detained  vessel  and  her 
cargo  be  given  up  to  the  Spanish  Captain,  and  those  interested,  by  formal  writ,  which  they  will  sub- 
scf  ibe,  in  order  that  she  may  continue  her  voyage,  or  in  its  defect,  to  make  other  legal  uae^tbereof ; 
and  that  this  is  their  adjudged  and  definitive  sentence  thus  they  decree,  command,  and  sign,  the 
British  Commissioner  affixmg  his  signature  with  reference  to  the  separate  and  divided  opinion  whidi 
he  has  emitted  to  the  Court,  I,  the  Secretary,  being  present,  do  certify. 

(Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  FERNANDINA. 

JUAN  MONTALVO. 
EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
JUAN  FRANCESCO)  CASCALES,  Secretmy. 

Tenth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 

His  Majesty* s  Commissioners  to  the  Captain-Oeneral. 

Havana^  IStk  January y  1887. 

Thb  Undersigned,  His  Britannk:  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slavse 
Trade,  feel  it  their  duty  to  acquaint  his  Excellency  the  Captain-General,  that  the  Spanish  brigantine 
**  General  Laborde/'  now  in  this  harbour,  although  yesterday  absolved  from  further  detention  by  the 
sentence  of  a  majority  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  yet  she  has  on  board,  in  her  equipment,  almost 
all  the  articles  enumerated  under  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  28th  of  June,  1835^  which  the 
above  tribunal  did  not  feel  itself  competent  to  direct  the  seizure  or  destruction  of> 

The  Undersigned  trust  that  his  Excellency  the  Captain-General  may  not  consider  that  they  exceed 
the  limits  of  their  official  character  as  Commissioners  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  in 
respectfully  expressing  their  earnest  hope  that  his  Excellency  will  take  such  steps  as  may  effectually 
prevent  the  brigantine  *'  General  Lahorde*  firom  again  quitting  this  Island  equipped  as  a  slave-vesseL 

The  Undersigned  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  

His  Excellency  t^  Captain- General,  (Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

.    ^c.  4-c.  Sfc.  R.  R.  MADDEN. 


Eleventh  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 

(Translation.)  The  Captain-General  to  His  Majesty^ s  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Havana,  26th  January,  1687. 

The  Second  Assessor-General  (First  ad  interim),  to  whom  I  referred  your  communication 
of  the  18th  instant,  as  also  the  preceding  ones  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  *'  General  Lahorde^ 
has  advised  me,  under  date  of  the  23d,  as  follows : — 

'*  Most  Excellent  Sir, — The  Captain  of  the  brigantine  *  Lahorde*  being  absolved  by  the  Mixed 
Tribunal  established  in  this  Island,  as  is  accredited  by  the  sentence  forwarded  to  your  Excellency  by 
the  said  tribunal  in  its  Official  Letter  of  the  I7th  instant,  there  appears  to  be  no  right  in  the  request 
and  solicitude  of  the  British  Commissioners  of  the  18th,  inasmuch  as  the  Articles  which  were  found 
on  board  not  having  sufficed  to  condemn  her,  it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  cause  to  be  destroyed 
what  is  qualified  as  good,  and  permitted  by  the  said  Sentence :  in  which  terms  it  appears  to  the 
Afiseflfior  the  Commissioners  should  be  replied  to,  or  as  your  Excellency  may  deem  most  proper." 

And,  having  conformed  with  this  advice,  I  transcribe  it  for  your  information,  and  in  reply  to  your 
aforesaid  Official  Letter. 

God  preserve  you  many  years; 
The  British  Commissioners,  (Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON. 

4'c.        B^c,        Sfc. 

Twelfth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 
(Translation.)  The  Captam-Oeneral  to  Mis  Majesty**  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Haooma,  17*  Jameary,  1887* 

Hayinq  acquainted  th^  Commandant-General  of  Marine  with  your  communication  of  the 
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11th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  thtf  arrival  at  th^  port  from  the  Coast  of  Africa  of  the  Spanish  brig 

*^Jacmto" Trillo,  Master,  after  having,  as  is  stated  therein,  landed  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  the 

Coast  of  this  Isiimd,  that  Officer  has  transmitted  to  me  the  sunmaty  which  he  caused  to  be  instituted 
to  ascertain  if  the  said  vesScl  had  been  employed  in  the  prohibited  traffic  of  negroes ;  and  it  not 
appearing  therefrom  that  she  was  so  employed,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you  therewith  for  your  information, 
and  in  reply  to  yoar  abovennortioned  Official  Note. 

G«d  pres«rve  yan  many  years. 
The  BrUish  Commimoners,  (Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON. 

^c.        ^c.        8fc. 

No.  62. 

His  Majesty" 9  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Pahnerstan. — {Received  April  17.) 
My  Lord,  Havana,  Sist  January,  1837. 

We  regret,  that  it  has  not  feeen  in  our  power  to  procure  the  names  of  any 
of  the  slave-vessels  which  have  departed  from  this  port  during  the  last  month  for 
the  Coast  of  Africa,  excepting  on  the  13th  the  "  Dohrita,''  Spanish  schooner,  for 
San  Tom6,  and  on  the  14th  the  Portuguese  schooner  "  Constitugaoy''  for  the 
Gape  Verdes.  We  have,  however,  good  reason  to  believe,  that  several  other 
vessels  have  sailed  from  hence  with  the  same  destination  during  the  month. 

We  have  obtained  the  following  List  of  Arrivals,  viz. — 

January    4,  Portuguese  Schooner ,  . 

„         7 J  „  Brigantine  , . 

„       10,  Spanish       Brig  "  Jacinto,"  —  Trillo,  Master. 

„       12,  Pintuguese  Ship  "  Cavalho  Marin,"  —  Perez,  Master.  , 

„       18,  „  „      •*  Duquesa  de  Braganza," . 

(a)  •'  Europa,"  (a)  "  Alerta." 


yf 

19, 

>• 

5> 

20. 

»> 

99 

26, 

>» 

>» 

27, 

l> 

99 

28, 

9» 

9i 

29, 

»> 

» 

30, 

J> 

Brig 

Ship  y  — . 

Schooner  **  Proeba,"  —  Diaz,  Master. 
Brig  "  Margaret,"  —  AyoHs,  Master. 

Schooner  ,    > 

Brig ,  . 

Schooner  "  Josefiaa,'*  —  Hnto,  Master. 

The  "  Jacinto^  heing  imder  the  Spanish  flag,  we  addressed  a  Letter  denouncing 
her  to  the  Captain-General,  to  which  we  have  received  the  usual  reply. 

In  again  taking  the  liberty  to  request  your  Lordship's  particular  attention  to 
these  Lists,  and  to  the  fact  which  they  e^^hihit,  that  nearly  all  the  slave-vessels 
which  now  frequent  this  Island  are  protected  by  the  Portuguese  flag,  we  rnay 
also  add,  that  we  have  learned,  upon  respectable  authority,  that  scarcely  any  other 
than  the  Portuguese  flag  is  at  present  insured  here  for  these  nefarious  transac- 
tions, and  that  the  vessels  using  it  sail  from  hence  equipped  in  every  circumstance 
for  the  Slave  Trade. 

W^e  have  &c. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

P.  S.  On  the  27th  of  Januaiy,  Lieutenant  Robinson,  commanding  His  Mar 
jesty's  schooner  *^  Skipjack,"  who  called  in  at  this  port,  states,  that  His  Majesty's 
ship  *'  Champion,"  Captain  R.  Fair,  had  recently  captured  a  schooner  named  the 
*'  Carhta^''  sailing  nnder  Portuguese  colours,  and  having  upwards  of  200  negroes 
on  board ;  that  these  persons  were  landed  and  distributed  at  Belize,  wh^n  shortly 
afterrrards  the  cholera  morbus  broke  out  in  tliat  Colony  with  such  violence  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  His  Majesty^s  brig  **  Wanderer"  to  communicate  Avith  the 
shore.  This  vessel  was  despatched  to  Honduras  in  compliance  with  your  Lord^ 
ship's  wishes,  as  stated  to^  us  in  your  Lordship's  Letter,  No.  20,  of  the  20th 
October,  1836. 

Hie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfe. 

Enclosure  in  No.  62. 

CTVaiiri«tk«L>  The  CaptaiiP-GenereU  to  His  Me^estyU  Commissioners. 

GxHTLSiCBN,  Havanoy  17 th  January^  1897. 

Hatin«  acqnamted  tlie  Commandant-General  of  Marine  with  yoifr  communication  of  the 
11th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  of  the  Spanish  brig 
•*  JadntOp'  —  Trillo,  Master,  after  having,  as  is  therein  stated,  landed  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  the 
coasts  of  this  Island,  that  Ofiker  has  transmitted  to  me  the  summary  which  he  caused  to  be  instituted 
to  ascertain  if  the  said  vessel  had  been  employed  in  the  prohibited  tralRc  of  negroes ;  and  it  not 
appearing  therefrom  that  she  was  so  employed,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you  therewith  for  your  information, 
and  in  reply  to  your  above-mentioned  Official  Note. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 
The  BniUh  Cammustoners,  (Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON. 

4^.        i^c,        Sfc. 
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No.  ©8. 

His  l^^je^ty'is  QitirmiMtme^r,^  t^f^^i<^^^t^ainl^  17.) 

Mr  Lqrd,         .        .  .  Hava7ia,  ^th  February,  193X 

We  have  the  honour  to  ackpowledge  the  receipt  of  your   Xx)rd8hip^3 

Despatch  of  the  9th  December^;  1^36^  stating  to  us  that  it  is  comparatively  of  little 

irtiportanc^,  ho\V  intich  the  broken  pieces  of  a  condemned  slave-vessel  may  sell  for, 

.  and  'that' the  esseiitiar  point  is  that  ihejf'  should  be  so  broken  up  as  that  it  shall  be 

impossible  to  re-construct  them. 

)V.e  beg  Ipave  to  asspe  ypur  Lordship  that  pur  attention  has  been  particularly 
directed  to  this  point,  ^nd  ^at  o^r  vigilance  will  remain  unabated. 

(Signea^  '  ^'     EDWAkD  W.  li.  SCftEWLEY. 
R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahfierston,  G.CB. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  64. 
His  M(yestys  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. ^{Received  AprU  17.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  4th  February,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  14tlj  December,  1836,  .informing  us  that  the  neo^roes  found  in 
captured  vessels  are  to  remain  under  the  care  of  the  Mixed  Commission  until  that 
Commission  has  pronounced  sentence  of  liberation  in  their  favour.  But  at  the 
Havana,  from  the  moment  when  such  sentence  shall  baye  been  pronounced,  the 
negroes  found  in  vessels  captured  by  British  cruizers  are  to  be  placed  under  the 
exclusive  care  of  the  British  Superintendent. 

In  the  Despatch  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  of  the  9th  December,  1836, 
your  Lordship's  attention  was  particularly  requested  upon  a  question  relating  to 
the  subject  of  this  Despatch,  namely,  that  as  the  registration  by  the  Registrar  of 
the  Mixed  Court  can  only  be  commenced  after  the  sentence  has  been  signed,  and 
that  as  this  duty  most  generally  occupies  3  or  4  days,  it  is  impossible  that  the 
negroes  captured  by  British  cruizers  can  be  surrendered  to  the  British  Superin- 
tendent until  this  doty  has  been  performed,  unless  the  registration  by  the  Officers 
of  the  Mixed  Court  of  negroes  captured  by  British  cruizers  be  dispensed  with 
entirely. 

V^' G  h  avG>"  ccc 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H,  SCHENLEY. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  65. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  April  17.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  4th  February,  1837. 

We  are  much  gratified  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  15th  December^  1836,  expressing  your  Lordship's  approval  of 
the  course  which  we  took  in  denouncing  to  the  Captain-General  the  reported 
resumption  of  the  Contracts  by  the  Havana  slave-dealers  to  supply  the  Province 
of  Texas  with  slaves. 

We  shall  pay  particular  attention  to  your  Lordship's  directions,  that  ''  upon  all 
occasions  on  which  we  have  good  reason  to  think  that  the  laws  of  Spain  and  the 
Treaties  with  England  against  Slave  Trade  are  allowed  by  the  Government  to 
remain  unexecuted,  it  is  our  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Captain-General 
thereto,"  as  likewise  to  your  Lordship's  observation  that  we  '*  cannot  be  expected 
to  do  more  in  our  communications  to  his  Excellency  than  to  state  general  facts, 
and  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Governor  circumstances  of  public  notoriety." 

W^e  have  &c 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
Tke  Right  Hon.  Fheount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No.  66.    . 
His  Mqfestys  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — {Received  April  17.) 
My  Lord,  Havana^  4:th  February^  1837. 

In  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  of  the  15th  December,  1836, 
we  have  the  honour  to  transmit  Copies  of  the  Certificates  of  Emancipation  which 
bave  been  given  to  the  negroes  liberated  by  the  sentence  of  this  Mixed  Court 
since  its  first  establishment. 

» T  e  hav6  olC. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 

Sfc.  ifc.  Sfc.  ' 


Enclosure  in  No.  66. 
(Translation)  The  Capiain-General  to  his  Majesty^s  Commissioners. 

I2th  June,  1837. 

The  Certificate  given  under  the  Treaty  of  1834  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  given  under  the 

Treaty  of  1817,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  sentence,  which  is  altered  hy  the  omission  of  the  words 

"  de  eate  Ciudad  e*  Isia,*'  which  stood  at  the  end  of  the  Certificates  under  the  Treaty  of  1817,  thus  : — 

(El  negro)   '^  quedando  sujeto  al  destino  que  en  couformidad  de  dicho  tratado  habrk  de  darle  el 

superior  Gobierno  de  este  Ciudad  e'  Isla." 

No.  67. 

flis  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  April  17.) 

B^xXpRD,  Havana,  2Ath  February,. 1SS7. 

T^'-.-r-',  On  the  24th  current  we  were  honoured  by  the  receipt  of  a  Letter  from  His  . 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Madrid,  enclosinfi^  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  which  was  addressed 
to  his  Excellency  by  the  Acting  Consul  at  Cadiz,  relating  to  the  movements  of 
slave-vessels  at  that  port.  We  beg  leave  to  transmit  Copies  of  these  Doguments, 
whereby  your  Lordship  will  observe  that  the  same  system  of  transferring  the 
Spanish  slavers  to  Portuguese  subjects,  as  has  been  for  some  time  in  practice  at 
the  Havana,  is  now  followed  by  the  notorious  slave-dealers,  Pedro  Martinez  and 
Pedro  Felipe  del  Campo,  at  Cadiz. 

We  cannot  suppose  that  these  atrocious  proceedings  upon  the  part  of  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  subjects,  when  made  known  to  their  respective  Governments,  will  be 
permitted  to  pass  without  their  due  reward ;  and  we  again  venture  to  express  our 
most  earnest  wishes  that  the  maritime  nations,  parties  to  Treaties  with  His 
Majesty's  Government  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  may  forthwith  sub- 
scribe to  the  Equipment  Article,  so  as  to  leave  no  flag  to  shelter  (in  the  manner 
that  of  Portugal  nOw  does)  the  operations  of  these  inhuman  wretches. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
TTie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
ifc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  67. 

Mr.  Villiers  to  His  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Madrid,  23d  December,  1836. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  to  you  herewith,  for  your  information,  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  which 
I  have  received  from  His  Majesty's  Acting  Consul  at  Cadiz,  stating  that  the  Spanish  brig  "  Victoria^* 
sailed  from  Cadiz  on  the  8th  instant  for  the  Coast  of  Guinea,  with  the  supposed  intention  of  taking 
ID  a  cargo  of  slaves,  and  that  the  schooner  "  Scorpion^*  will  shortly  be  fitted  out  for  a  similar  des- 
tination. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS, 

S^c.  8^c.  8fc, 


• 


Sub-Enclosure  in  No.  67, 

Mr.  Brackenbury  to  Mr.  Villiers  .     Cadiz  I4th  December,  1836. 
(See  Class  B.  1836,  No.  25,  p.  13.^ 
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No.  OB. 
His  Majetttys  iJommhsioners  to  Viscount  PaJtnerston. — (^Received  jfyril^l.) 

My  L<nto,  Havana,  28«A  February,  1S87. 

In  support  df-  fhe  mfonnation  contained  in  our  Despattcb  of  ilie  S4th 
Instant^  r^pecting  the  shameless  and  increasmg  abuse  of  the  flag  of  Portugal 
hy  the  slave-traders  here,  we  beg  leave  to  transmit  a  List  of  such  m  the  arrivob 
and  departures  of  slave^vessels  at  the  Havana  as  have  come  to  our  Imowledge 
during  the  month  just  expired,  a  large  proportion  being  under  the  flag  of  that 
nation. 

Arrivals. 

February  3,  Fortoguese  brig  **  Luisa,"  —  Biaz»  Master. 
„        9,  „  „     "  T^o^;;  — Maqueda,  Matter. 

„        9,  „        schooner "  Tfatado/*  —  Cardozo,  Master. 

„      17,  99  „        "  Ligera,*'  Juan  Gualberto,  Master. 

„      21,  V  „        "  Dulcinea,"  —  Garay,  Master. 

„      22,  Spanish  „       '*  AguilaVengadora,"  —  Zavala,  Master. 

V  Departures. 
Pebruary  1,  Portuguese  schooner  **  Dido/ 


8,  „  „        •'  Tres  Mapuelas,^* 

(a)  **  Sin  Igual." 

4,  „  „         *•  Maria  Segunda/' 

5,  Spanish      brig  "  Isabel,** 

8,  Portuguese  schooner  "  Triumyirate,"  — 
14,  SfMinish  ^       ^  Conatiittom," — 

20,  „  „        "Lince," 


an. 


„      23,  American     .     „        "  Bee,"  sailed  for  Cape  de  Verdes, 

under  suspicious  circumstances. 

Having  ascertained  with  sufficient  exactness  that  the  ^^Aguila  Vi 
was  nnder  Spanish  colours^  we  addressed  a  Letter  denouncing  her  as  a 
the  Captain-General,  but  we  have  not  yet  received  his  Excellency's. reply: 
we  have  little  doubt  it  will  be  in  the  usual  form. 

It  will  indeed  be  to  us  a  matter  of  great  congratulation  when  we  shall  learn 
that  the  Portuguese  Government,  by  its  accession  to  the  wishes  of  His  Majesty^ 
shall  no  longer  permit  its  flag  to  be  Uie  means  of  protecting  a  traffic  it  has  so  lone 
since  declared  its  abhorrence  of;  for  the  present,  however,  it  is  our  duty  to  add 
that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Slave  Trade  of  this  Island  is  carried  on  under  fhe  flag 
of  Portugal. 

^^v  6  have  ^cc 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston^  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  69. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  His  Majesty  s  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen.  Foreign  Office,  I5th  May,  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  14th  of  February,  containing  Copies 
of  the  Certificates  given  by  the  Mixed  Court,  of  which  you  are  members,  to 
negroes  emancipated  under  the  Treaties  of  1817  and  1835  respectively. 

1  approve  of  your  having  adopted  the  form  used  under  the  Treaty  of  1817,  for 
the  Certificates  issued  under  the  Treaty  of  1835,  with  the  exception  of  the  last 
words,  which  it  appears  to  me  do  not  distinguish  with  sufficient  clearness  which  of 
the  two  Grovernments  it  is  to  whose  custody  and  care  the  negro  is  to  be  consigned. 
.  According  to  the  Treaty  of  1835,  the  negro  is  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  ef  the 
Government  whose  cruizer  captured  the  vessel  in  which  he  was  taken,  and  this  i& 
what  ought  to  be  expressed  in  the  Certificate. 

You  will  therefore  propose  to  your  Spanish  colleagues  that  the  words  *^  el 
Superior  Gobierno,"  at  the  end  of  the  Certificate,  be  replaced  by  the  words  "  el 
Gobierno  di  Su  Magestad,  Britanica/'  or  "  CatoUca,**  as  the  case  may  require. 

I  am,  &c. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.        SfC.        8fc. 
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'No.'Td 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Visicoujit  Palmerston. — {Received  May  4.) 
MTLfQEB^  \  ,  '\  Havana,  ^March^  IS37. 

We  have,  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  llordship's 
Despatch  of  the  21  st  December,  1836,  transmitted  for  our  infbrmatian  aiid 
g«ddanoe,  land  endonng  a  Copy  €^  «  Note  tvlttehMr.  VUlrors  has  ireeeifed  from 
the  Spanish  Minister^  aoquakitiiig  hkn  tbnA.  Inatruetions  wiU  be  given  to  the 
Spanish  (hmsai/mkni^n  at  the  Hurana,  to  conaidar  the  Captor  of  a  sjave-vessel 
duly  a«liiorkecl>  profided  the  name  of  his  ship  be  &uad  in  the  JU«t  of  Encash 
oMUoers  whioh  tne  Adminil  on.  the  Janaioa  Station  shall  send>  &wx  time  to  time» 
to  the  British  Commissioners  at  the  Havana. 

The  above  measure  must,  we  consider,  obviate  all  further  difficulty  as  respects  the 
presence  of  the  Captor,  or  tlie  production  of  his  Slave  Papers  befose  thaMixed  Courts 
In  respectfully  expressing  our  thanks  to  your  Lordship  for  obtaining  for  us  this 
additional  facility  to  carry  on  our  official  duties,  we  likewise  have  the  satisfaction 
to  state,  that  a  few  days  since  we  received  from  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Peter  Halkett 
a  List  of  His  Majesty's  cruisers  under  his  conunand,  which  is  in  every  way  con- 
formable with  the  second  stipulation  of  Article  5  to  the  New  Treaty. 

^^r  ^  have  &CC 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Mght  Hon.  Viscount  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8f€. 

No.  7L 
His  Motfesfy'^sr  Commissieners  to  Viscount  Palmerstan. ^(Received  May  4.) 
Ifflsf^D,  Havana^  lOtb  March,  1837. 

^'  Wb  beg  leave  to  forward  a  Copy  of  a  Notice,  &c.,  relative  to  the  iotroduc- 
tiSoB-'^  slaves  mto  the  Province  of  Te^ois,  which  tjie  American  Consul  this  day 
placarded  upon  the  door  of  his  Consulate. 

We  wish  that  it  was  in  our  power  to  express  our  belief  that  the  propagation  of 
the  above  l>ocument  iviil  ^  likely  to  effiect  the  purpose  for  which  it  woakl  seem 
to  have  been  framed,  and  ^ve  riiall  feel  most  happv  to  be  l^reaft^  convinced  that 
our  fears  of  the  contrary  are  groundless.  The  publication  of  this  Notice,  however, 
tends  to  prove  two  material  points,  namely,  tlmt  American  citisens  have  been,  or 
are  lili^ly  to  be  engaged  in  the  attempt  to  introduce  slaves  into  Texas;  and, 
se^uidly,  that  the  Amwean  Consul  formally  recognises  the  acts  of  the  self-con- 
stilnted  GoviBrnment  of  Texas,  doubdess  in  compliance  with  orders  from  his  Govern- 
ment to  timt  ^eet.  We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
Mm.  Pismmsa  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. 

€fCm  cfC»  CfC» 

Fkst  Enclosure  in  No.  7L 
CSxRTLSVBN,  Mexico^  ith  March^  1837. 

I  THimc  ft  proper  to  notify  to  you,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  that  the  Mexican 
Mhiikttr  of  War  has  informed  me  Uiat  the  Captain  of  a  Mexican  vessel  which  left  the  Havana  on  or 
ahooi  the  7th  uhimo,  and  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  I4th,  has  stated  on  oath  that,  at  the  heginning 
of  the  same  month,  an  American  schooner  lefl  that  port,  destined  for  Texas,  hiiving  on  hoard  a  cargo 
of  40  negra  slaves. 

I  am  not  ahle  to  give  iSie  name  of  the  vessel,  hut  think  it  right  to  communicate  to  jou  all  t)iat  has 
reached  me  upon  the  subject,  in  order  that  yon  may  take  the  steps  you  may  deem  expedient  to  pre* 
vent  the  recurrence  of  such  abuses.  ^ 

I  write  to  His  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Washington  to  the  same  effect,  m  order  that  he  may  take  the    ^ 
meeaures  he  may  deem  proper  to  induce  the  United  States'  Government  to  check  the  perpetratiim  of 
tfisse  irrBguhurities  under  the  protectkm  of  their  flag. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 
Bis  MajutyU  Cmmimxmert^  Havana.  (Signed)  R.  PAKENHAM. 

Second  Enclosure  in  No.  71. 

*  Notice  posted  by  the  American  Consul. 

Attention  is  particularly  invited  to  the  following  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Texas^  passed  for  the 

pornoae  of  giving  more  certain  effect  to  the  proviskm  of  the  Constitution  of  that  country,  which 

makes  it  Piracy  to  introduce  slaves  from  any  part  of  the  world,  except  the  United  States  of  America. 

It  will  be  seen  that  to  introduce  into  Texas  any  African  whatever,  or  any  slave^  excepting  only 
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such  slaves  as  were  previously  held  in  slavery  iathe  United  Staffs,  in  conformity  vnth  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  subjects  the  offender  to  Death. 

This  penalty  would  be  incurred  by  any  one  who  shoald  introduce  into  Texas  frotn  this  Island  (as 
well  as  any  other  part  of  the  world)  any  African^  under  any  pretext  whatsoever^  or  any  slave  bom 
in  the  Island,  whether  such  introduction  were  eflected  by  landing  directly  upon  ,tlie  Coasts  Texas^. 
or  by  lamlin^  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  on  the  one  side,  or  of  Mexico  upon  the 
other. 

Consuhteofth^  United  S^cUes,  Havana,  loth  March,  ISBJ.  »         .. 

(Copv)  '  Extracted  from  the  *•  Texas  Telegraph.'* 

Ah  Act  Suppien/ientary  to  an  Act  for  the  Punishment  of  Crimes  and  Misdemeanours. 

"**  Sec.-  h  Be  itenat^ted  by  the  Senate  and  House  6t  Representatives  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  in 
Congress  assembled^  Tiiat  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  introduce  any  African  negro  or  negroes,  con« 
trary  to  the  true  intent  and  moaning  of  the  9th  section  of  the  Greneral  Provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
declaring  the  introduction  of  African  negroes  into  this  Republic  to  be  Piracy,  except  such  as  are  fmm 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  had  been  held  as  slaves  therein,  be  considered  guilty  of  Piracy, 
and  upon  conviction  thereof,  before  any  Court  having  cognizance  of  the  8ame,>haU  suffer  death  with- 
out the  benefit  of  clergy." 

*^  Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  introduce  into  the  Republic 
of  Texas  any  Africans,  or  any  slave  or  slaves  from  the  United  States  of  America,  except  such  slave  or 
slaves  as  were  previously  introduced  and  held  in  slavery  in  that  Republic,  in  conformitv  with  tlie 
laws  of  that  Government,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  Piracy,  and  upon  Cdnviction  thereof,  before  any 
Court  having  cognizance  of  the  same,  shall  suffer  death." 

(Signed)  IRA  INGRAM,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

RICHARD  ELLIS,  President  of  the  Senate,  pro.  tem. 
Approved  21st  December,  1836.  (Signed)  SAMUEL  HOUSTON.*' 

"  This  Act  was  passed  in  consequence  of  a  suspicion  that  the  general  Act  upon  this  subject  would 
be  avoided  by  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United  States  by  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine,  when 
they  might  be  forthwith  sent  into  Texas." 

No.  72. 

His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — (Received  May  4.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  29th  March,  1837. 

By  the  packet  "  Swift,"  which  arrived  here  this  day  from  Tampico,  we 
received  a  Letter  from  His  Majesty*s  Minister  at  Mexico,  a  Copy  of  which  we  beg 
leave  to  transmit  to  your  Loi*dship. 

The  subject  which  it  treats  of  (the  shipment  and  introduction  of  slaves  from  this 
Island  into  the  Province  of  Texas  by  American  vessels)  is  one  upon  which  we  have 
already  ineflfectually  used  the  strongest  remonstrances  both  with  the  Authorities 
of  the  Havana  and  the  American  Consul. 

We  consider  it  to  be  nearly  impossible  to  carry  on  these  nefarious  speculations 
without  the  cognizance  of  this  Local  Government,  and  we  have,  therefore,  a  right 
to  infer  its  connivance  at  them,  from  our  conviction  that  it  possesses  ample  powers 
to  suppress  them.  Nevertheless  Ave  have  this  day  forwarded  to  the  Captain- 
General  a  Copy  of  Mr.  Pakenham's  Letter,  and  we  shall  likewise  give  the  Ame- 
rican Consul  the  option  of  receiving  or  again  rejecting  an  official  communication 
from  us  to  the  same  eflfect.  But  we  altogether  despair  of  any  representation  which 
we  can  make  to  this  Government  having  the  effect  of  closing  tnis  most  lucf^tive 
and  extensive  field  for  the  inhmnan  operations  of  the  Havana  slave-traders.  Within 
these  few  weeks  very  many  speculators  from  Texas  have  arrived  here  for  the  avowed 
and  sole  purpose  of  procuring  slaves  for  that  Province. 

A  report  obtained  circulation  a  kw  days  since,  of  a  Treaty  having  been  con- 
cluded by  His  Majesty's  Government  with  Portugal,  similar  to  that  of  the.28th 
June,  1835,  with  Spain.  The  slave-traders  thereupon  declared  that  the  moment 
such  a  Treaty  shall  be  promulgated,  they  will  adopt  the  flag  of  the  United  States 
for  all  theii:  vessels ;  indeed,  as  long  as  they  find  so  secure  a  haven  for  carr^finff  on 
the  Slave  Ti^&de,  in  all  its  Wnches,  as  at  present  exists  at  the  Havana,  the  selec^ 
tion  of  a  flag*  will  not  be  a  matter  of  much  difficulty  with-  them. 
L  We  shajil  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  your  Lordship,  by  the  next  packet, 
the  result  pf  our  pfficial  representation  to  the  Captain-General,  i*elative  to  this 
matter ;  but  we  cannot  conceal  our  astonishment  and  chagrin^  that  the  Sp^hisli 
Government  should  make  so  ill  a  requital  for  the  support  it  receives  from  Great 
Britain,  a^  to  .permit  the  violation  of  her  reiterated  und  most  solemn  Treaties,  upon 
a  subject  too  at  which  humanity  revolts.  ,; 

',    t  !' .;     ,-    -•'      Wehave;'&<}.  .  •[  •' ^'"-  '    •'- 

(Signed)  BI>WARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY: 

R.  R*  madden: 

The  I^igktHon.  Fiswunt  Paimerstan,O.O.B. 
..^<?.  ..         .    i^^^  8fei 

•f  -1.  '         **^— ^ '  *  ■    ^    ■  ^ 
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Enclosure  in  No.  72. 

Mr.  Pakenham  to  Hu  Majesty's  Ctmvmnoners,  iih  March,  18ST. 

(See  Class  B.)  ' 


No.  73. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Pa]fmerston.— (Received  June  14.) 
My  Lobd,  Havana,  Sl^rf  March,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  transi^iit  a  liit  of  the  departures  of  slave-vegsels 
from  this  pprt  for  the  Coast  of  Africa  during  the  pest  month>  viz.,-^ 

1st  March,  Spanish      brig    *•  General  Ricafort." 
7th       „      American       „      «•  Two  Friends." 
„        „      Portuguese  schooner  "  Tratado." 
„        „  „  „         "Olimpia." 

20th       „      Spanish       brig  "Tajo/' 
22d        „      Spanish      schooner  '*  Francisca." 

The  American  vessel  is  supposed  to  have  carried  the  slave  equipment  for  the 
2  Portuguese  vessels  cleared  the  same  day. 

We  regret  to  add,  that  although  several  vessels  have  succeeded  in  landing  their 
cargoes  during  the  month  of  March,  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  their 
names  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  report  them  in  this  list.  They  have  been,  how- 
ever, chiefly  under  the  Portuguese  flag. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLBY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
T%e  Bight  Hon.  VUcount  Palnerston,  G.C.B. 
^c.  Sfc.  Sfo. 

No.  74. 
ISs  Majesty's  Commimoners  to  Viscount  Ptdmerston. — (Recdved  June  14.) 
My  Lord,  Havana,  1th  April,  1837. 

Wb  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  dated 
27th  January,  1837,  transmitting  for  our  information  the  Translation  of  a  Decree, 
issued  at  Lisbon  on  the  10th  December,  1836,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
throughout  the  Portuguese  dominions. 

yLTa  nAve   £cc 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H,  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Bight  Hon*  Viscmnt  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 

No.  75. 

IRs  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Plscount  Palmer ston.— (Received  June  14.) 
My  Lord,  Havana^  ^th  April,  1837. 

We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordsdiip  to  our  Despatch  of  the*  29th  ultimo; 
and  we  now.  transmit  Copies  of  the  Correspondence  which  has  passed  between  His- 
Majesty's  Commissioners  and  the  Captain-General,  relative  to  the  communication 
made  by  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Mexico,  upon  the  subject  of  the  introduction 
of  slaves  into  the  Province  of  Texas  from  this  Island.  The  tepour  of  the  Captain- 
General's  Reply  f Enclosure,  No.,  2.)  will  convey  to  your  Loi-dship  some  idea 
of  the  evasion  witn  which  his  Excellency  permits  liis  Assessor  to  treat  th^  com- 
munication of  the  Commissioners*  It  was  by  no  means  unadvisedly  that  we 
stated  to  the  CAptainrQeneral  our  belief  that  these  transactions  could  not  be  carried 
on  unknown  to  the  subaltern  Authorities  of  the  Island.  We  can  now  assert  our 
conviction  of  it;  and  while  we  shall  carefully  avoid  entering  into  controversial  cor- 
respondence widi  the  Authorities  herey  we  shall  continue  to  communicate  to  them 
any  inibnnatioii  that  may  reach  us  upon  this  subject,  which  we  deem  to  be  worthy 
of  attention. 

We  mustt  however^  express  to  your  Lordship  oUf  dedded  opinion,  that  unless 
more  pre^«(e<ipea8iirea  are  tiJceq  by  tbe  (Government  at  -Madrid  to  enforce  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  Treaty  without  reitriction  or  evasion,  this  port  and  Island 
^rill  become  a  vast  mart  for  the  trans-shipment  oiicslaves  to  a  new  and  extcDsive 
territory.  Notwithstanding  the  laws  which  have  been  framed,  and  the  severe 
penalties  which  they  enact,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  suppression  of  the  traffic 
in  slaves,  we  are  well  assured  that  means  have  been  found  to  introduce  slaves^  in 
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considerable  numbers,  into  Texas ;  nor  'can  we  doubt  that,  \iith  the  local  facilities 
which  American  and  other  unprincipled  speculators  find  for  carrjdng  on  their 
nefaddus  piiojeets,  it  ilnllxontioue  tobe  pcofiee^ted  with  aU  the  eagerness  that  the 
.  immeii^  Drofits,,^cruin^  uppn  successful  enterprises,  beget  in  the  minda  of  sucji 
sordid  and  reckless  wretches. 

Much  ansdety  is  felt  respecting  the  new  Colonial  Laws  by  which  it  is  understood 
the  Island  of  Cuba  is  in  future  to  be  governed.  It  is  very  confidently  asserted  that 
their  conditions  will  give,  if  possible,  greater  facilities  to  the  slave-traders.  Wb 
regret  to  add  that  the  American  Consul  continues  to  decline  rec^ving  any  com- 
munication respecting  American  citizens  reputed  to  be*  engi^ed  in  the  Slave  Tradft. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.R.  MADDEN. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmer^ion,  G.C.B. 

8fc.  S^.  Sfc. 

■  '■'■■  I  '    '  " 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  75. 
His  Mo^ttiy^s  Cwnmissionen  to  tkeCapUnM^Gen^ral. 

Havana^  2$tA  Mardiy  1837.. 
"*  T^B Undersigned,  Coiiniitssk>nera-df  His  Bdtannie  Majesty  for  the  SuppreBsioaof  the  Slave Tfade» 
bttve  thehdnour  to  forward  to  his  Excellency  the  Captain-General  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  which  th^ 
.have  jest  received  from  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Mexico,  upon  the  subject  of  the  shipment  and 
transmission  of  slaves  from  the  Havana  to  the  Province  of  Texas. 

The  Commissioners  a^in  beg  most  respectf\il1y,  but  most  earnestly,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
*  Captilin-General  to  this  distressing^  and  eondnued  violation  of  the  laws  by  some  miscreants  resident 
within  the  scope  of  his  Excellency's  jurisdiction. 

From  the  admirable  regulations  which  have  been  imposed  upon  all  the  pnblic  Departments  o£  this 
Island  by  the  Captain-General's  superior  talent  and  vigilance,  the  Commisfiioners  entertain  little  doubt 
thaty  as  a  transaction  of  so  extensive  a  nature,  and  so  clearly  specified  as  that  described  in  Mr«  Pakea* 
ham's  Letter,  can  hardly  have  been  carried  on  without  the  knowledge  of  some  of  the  subaltern  Autho- 
rities 0f  Havana,  the  institution  of  an  immediate  investigation  may  enable  his  Excellency  to  bring  to 
;punishment  the  guilty  paities. 

The  Commissioners  will  lose  no  time  in  communicating  such  further  particidars  as  may  reach  them 
upon  this  subject ;  but  they  deem  it  their  duty  upon  the  present  occasion  to  acquaint  the  Captain- 
General  that  the  Havana  has  been  resorted  to,  within  the  last  few  montiis,  by.  numerous  speculators 
from  Texas,  whose  sole  and  avowed  object  is  to  enter  into  contracts  to  be  furnished  with  a  proportion 
^  the  slaves  which  continue  to  be  clandestinely  introduced  into  this  Island. 

The  Undersigned  avail  themselves,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

His  Excellency  the  Captain-General,  ,  R.  R.  MADDEN. 

ifc,  Sfc.  fyc. 

Second  Enclosure  in  No.  75.         # 

(Translation.)  The  Captain-General  to  His  Majesty  s  Commisnoners. 

Gentlemen,  Havana,  4th  Aprily  1837. 

AoREEiNO  entirely  with  the  advice  of  the  First  Assessor-General  of  this  Government,  respect- 
ing the  subject  of  your  Official  Note  of  the  29th  of  last  month,  I  transcribe  hi^  Report,  which  is  word 
for  word  as  follows : — '^  Most  Excellent  Sir, — ^The  British  Commissieiier  comffioftieates^dymir  Eaetl- 
lency  what  is  reported  to  him  fnnn  Mexico  by  the  British  Minister  there,  relative  to  40  negro  slaves 
having  been  extracted  from  \\m  port  for  that  of  Texas  by  an  American  vessel,  which  infonnation  was 
given  npon  oatk  Uy  the  Captain  of  a  MexicaiiivesseL  which  waa  here  at  the  tiaa^  but  neither  is  desig- 
nated the  name,  c^  the  vessel,  nor  the  Captain*  nor  the  Spanish  persons  wha  intervened  in  the  buai* 
ntSB,  norwbedierthe  negroes  were  hojoales.  Under  such  circumstances  it  becomes  indispensaUe  to 
repMi  to  the  Commissioner  what  yonr  ExceUency  was  pleased  to  stole  t»  him  on  the  29th  October 
laet,  it  being  impossible  to  detect  crimes  of  thb  nature  by  an  inqnisitien  banreD  of  data  aod  partkidaiaB 
which  might  open  a  road  to  the  proceeding.  Without  knowing  the  vessel,  nor  the  Captain  who  con*  . 
ducted  them,  the  Spanish  subjects  who  contracted  the  sale,  nor  those  who  made  the  purchase^  it  would 
be  very  ridiculous  that  the  authority  of  your  Excellency  should  be  used  to  investigate  ikcts,  vrhidi,  if 
they  were  certain,  everybody  is  interested  in  concealing ;  and  it  must  appear  very  strange  to  your 
Excellency  that  the  Cbmmissioner  should  state  *  that  this  transaetion  can  hardly  have  been  carried 
on  without  the  knowledge  of  some  of  the  subaltern  Authorities  of  the  Island,'  which  accusation,  it 
would  seem,  he  has  no  authority  to  make.  If  the  contract  was  performed  with  such  secrecy,  that  all 
his  zeal  was  insufficient  to  discover  more  than  the  va^ue  attestation  of  the  Mexican  Captain,  the  same 
reason  whereby  he  accuses  the  Spanish  Authorities  of  toleration,  will  they  have  of  aocnsing  him  of  the 
same  fault,  since  he  was  in  the  Havana^  and  had  the  same  means,  and  even  more  Militias  than  the]% 
of  investigating  the  offence,  and  conununicating  it  to  your  Excellency  in  season.  In  these  terms  tba 
Assessor  opines  that  your  Excellency  should  reply  to  the  Commissioners,  adding  your  desire  that  he 
assist  you  by  furnishing  more  positive  data,  so  as  not  to  adventure  proceedings  highly  prejudicial. 
Tour  Excellency  hoping  that  with  such  data  only  similar  commumcations  w>Si  henceforth  be  made, 
and  that  Her  Majesty  (whom  God  preser?e>  will  be  aoqoamted,  fbr  her  sofvreigSB  infomHUioB,  with. 
thisL  afihir,  or  whatever  else  your  Excellency  may  esteem  mcve  proper,'^ 
Wluch  I  make  known  to  you,  Gentl|Attn,  in  reply  to  your  atiovementk>ned  Official  Note. 

^^^  ^  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  MIGUEL  TACC»V« 

The  British  Comwiusionera  in  the  Mixed  Ccwi  ofJudiee^ 
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No.  76. 
MU^Ubffe^*0^MtiM0ri(merio  VUcamut  Pdmemtim.^^(RecmfwdJtme  14.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  28th  AprU,  1837. 

ImrEDiATELT  after  the  receipt  of  your  Xiordship  s  Despatch  of  the 
14th  February,  1837,  and  agreeably  with  the  Instructions  therein  contained.  His 
Majesty's  Ckmimissioners  addressed  a  Letter  to  the  Spanish  Commissioners  of  the 
Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  a  Copy  of  which,  together  with  a  Translation  of  the  reply 
Blade  to  it,  I  beg  leave  to  transmit,  for  your  Lordship's  information. 

By  this  latter  document  your  Lordship  will  observe  tliat  we  have  nothing  to  expect 
from  our  Spanish  colleagues  persomttly,  upon  the  score  of  humanity  towards  the 
negroes  ca^ored  1^  Aotiah  oraizers,  it  being  their  determination  not  to  accede  to 
or  admit  of  any  arrangement,  unless  fonnaUy  agreed  to  and  notified  by  their 
Government. 

With  respect,  however,  to  ihe  representation  made  to  your  Lordship  through  the 

Colonial  Office,  diat  in  the  Case  of  the '' JEnwresa,''  the  sentence  was  not  signed 

tuntil  two  days  after  the  Mixed  Court  had  decided  upon  it,  I  feel  it  but  an  act  of 

justice  to  ^e  Count  Fernandina  to  state  briefly  the  lacts  as  they  occurred  in  that 

Case,  and  again  to  take  the  liberty  of  referring  your  Lordship  to  the  Despatch  of  the 

'SSth  of  November,  18S6.    The  evidence  ior  the  prosecution  of  the  "EmpreMa'* 

^  terminated  at  a  late  hour  (5  o'clock)  on  Saturday,  the  5th  November.     The  Judges 

^j^reed  ^pon  the  terms  of  the  sentence  before  breaking  up  of  the  Court,  and  the 

-Seei^ary  wan  diiected  to  frame  this  document  accordingly.     The  same  evening  ii 

representation  was  made  by  lieutenant  Tindal,  the  Officer  in  charge  of  the 

"  Empresa,*'  that  the  negroes  were  suffering  extremely  from  the  inclemency  of  the 

wealher,  and  requesting  that  some  covering  might  be  supplied  to  them,  &c.     (See 

Enclosure,  No.  5,  in  the  Despatch  above  referred  to.)     I  took  the  most  prompt 

and  immediate  steps  in  my  power  to  have  the  sentence  (a  sunmiary  of  the  proceed- 

^        ings  of  the  "Case)  completed,  during  Sunday,  with  the  least  possible  delay ;  and 

^         by  8  o'cloclj,  on  Monday  morning  this  document  received  the  signatures  of  both 

the  Judges.     I,  therefore,  hope  your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  it  was  not  possible 

to  have  executed  these  duties  with  greater  despatch,  and  that  the  melancholy  sickness 

and  loss  of  life  which  took  place  on  board  the    "  Empresa**  could  not  in  any 

manner  be  attributable  to  the  Judges. 

I  have,  &c. 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  PaXmerston,  G.CB 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

Pal 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  76. 
His  Majeihfs  Cammitsumers  to  ike  Spanish  Commissioners* 
Moor  ExcBLLBNT  SiR  AND  GENTI.1JIBN,  Hovona,  ink  Jpril,  1987. 

We  faare  received  JnBtructifiDs  from  oar  Government  to  sabmit  to  the  Mised  Court  tlie  follow- 
ing <fropMtiMi,  vn.,  That  m  ovder  io  iborten,  m  much  sb  is  consktent  with  the  due  execution  of  the 
Treaty,  the  inconvenience  which  the  negproes  must  «nffer  while  they  continue  oonfiaed  on  boaiiil  the 
-imall  slave-Vessels  in  whichthey  are  captured*  the  sentence  may  be  signed  as  soon  as  the  Court  has 
come  to  a  decision,  and  that  when  the  sentence  is  signed,  the  emancipated  negroes  shall  be  placed  at 
-the  disposal  of  the  Snpermtendent,  as  soon  as  that  Officer  shall  notify  that  he  is  prepared  to  receive 
Hiem.  Sueh  an  nrrangement  would  oondaoe  to  the  relief  and  contort  of  the  negroes,  and  at  the  same 
time  greatly  facilitate  the  proceedings  of  the  Officers  of  the  Court  in  making  out  the  descriptive'  lists 
of  the  negroes,  as  thiaduty  would  then  be  performed  in  a  clean  and  roomy  vessel,  instead  of  a  crowded 
and  unwholesome  slave-ship. 

We  have,  Ac. 
(Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

•     .   „     „         ,    ^  R.  K.  MADDEN. 

Hts  Excellent^  ihe  Conde  de  Fernandina  and  the  other  Spanish 
Members  of  the  Mixed  Court,  8^.  fyc.  ^c. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  76. 
CTranslation.)  Tite  Spanish  Judge  to  His  Majesty* s  Commissioners. 

CteHTLBiiTO,  Havana,  20th  Apnl,  18S7, 

Tub  Sputtsh  members  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  have  consideied  the  contents  of  your 
Official  Note  of  the  Uth  instant,  in  which  you  are  pleased,  according  to  the  Instructions  of  yeur 
Government,  to  submit  to  us  a  proposal  that  the  emancipated  negroes  be  placed  at  the  disposalof  the 
British  Superintendent,  as  soon  as  he  shall  notify  that  he  is  ready  to  receive  them,  which  is  the  same 
as  to  say -that  they  shall  not  be  so  placed  until  this  notification  be  first  made — a  condition  which  not 
only  is  not  contained  in  the  6th  and  2d  Artioks  of  the  Annexes  B  and  C  to  the  Treaty  between  their 
Catholic  and  Britannic  Majesties  of  the  28th  June  1835,  but  which  appears  opposed  to  its  tenour.    It 
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ki  not  lawful  for  m  (o  enlighten,  explain,  or  stiB  less  to  alter  the  articles  or  their  clauses,  it  beloBfing 
exclusively  to  the  High.  Contracting  Parties,  aii4  it  alone  remains  for  us  to  see  to  their  punctual  and 
exact  fulfilment,  which  we  will  not  fail  to  do.  With  which  we  reply  to  your  abovementioned  OflBehA 
Note.  . 

Ckxi  preserve  yon  many  years. 
(Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  PERNANDINA. 

TAe  BriUA  Cowimsmnfir$  in  the  Mixed^  Court />f  Justice^ 
J  ■  ^^»  4*^*  §*^«  • 


•   No,  77.  • 
Ftscmmt  Pahner^ton  to  Her  Majesty" 9  CommUsioners. 
Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  Sl7th  June,  1837* 

With  reference  to  niy  Despatch  to  you  of  the  13th  of  April  last,  upon  tte 
subjeot  of  the  establishment  at  the  Havana  of  a  hulk  for  the  reception  of  negroes 
emancipated  by  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  of  which  you  are  members,  I  have  to 
acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty's  ship  *'  Romney"  has  been  selected  by  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  for  this  service,  and  that  she  will  shortly  sail  for  her  destination  undfer 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Jenkins. 

Although  the  particular  service  on  which  the  "  Romney"  is  to  be  employed  is 
under  the  superintendence  of  Dr.  Madden,  you  -will  not  fail  to  lend  all  tne  aid  in 
your  power  to  Lieutenant  Jenkins  in  the  execution  of  his  duties ;  and  in  settling 
with  the  Captain-General  the  spot  at  which  the  hulk  is  to  be  stationed,  and  the 
place  at  which  the  depot  for  the  sick  is  to  be  established,  you  will  avail  yourself  of 
the  counsel  of  both  Dr.  Madden  and  Lieutenant  Jenkins. 

I  am,  &c. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.        8fc.        8fp. 


r  •      No.  78. 

discount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty  s  Commissioners. 

Foreign  Office,  I5th  July,  1837. 
(See  Circular  of  15th  July. — Sierra  Leone  General,  No.  4.) 


No.  79. 
His  Mcjestys  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston — (Received  July  22.) 

My  Lord„  Havana,  ZOth  April,  1837. 

We  have  tjie  honour  to  transmit  a  List  of  arrivals  and  departures  of  slave- 
vessels  for  the  past  month. 

Your  Lordship  will  not  fail  to  observe  therein,  as  well  as  for  scmie  months  back, 
that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  slave-dealers  no  longer  use  the  fli^  of  Spain  for 
their  nefarious  Speculations. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  slave-vessels  now  insured 
are  either  under  the  Portuguese  or  American  flag.  Several  vessels  under  the 
Portuguese  flag  were  completing  their  arrangements  to  proceed  to  the  Coast  of 
Africa,  taking  especial  care  not  to  render  themselves  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the 
Equipment  Article,  from  the  persuasion  that  a  Treaty  similar  to  that  with  Spain 
was  upon  the  eve  of  being  concluded  between  the  two  Governments,  when,  upon  the 
arrival  of  His  Majesty's  packet "  Pigeon"  (4th  April),  bringing  the  publication  of 
the  Lisbon  Decree  of  the  10th  Decernber,  1836,  these  vessels,  and  all  that  have 
sailed  from  hence  since  that  period,  immediately  set  to  work,  and  have  gone  out 
completely  ^««f  and  equipped  for  the  Slave  Trade,  not  only  as  regards  their  own 
voyage,  but  they  have  likewise  taken  on  board  extra  quantities  of  the  articles  pro- 
hibited by  the  treaty  with  Spain,  in  order  to  furnish  them  to  any  vessels  that  may 
stand  in  need  of  them  upon  the  Coast. 

The  notorious  and  most  successful  of  slavers,  the  "  Socorro,'*  now  sailing  under 
the  flag  of  Portugal,  is  again  nearly  ready  for  sea — her  slave-deck  is  laid — ^her 
armament  (6  long  24-pounders)  is  on  board,  and  she  is  only  detained  in  consequence 
of  the  severe  commercial  depression  which  exists  at  the  Havana  preventing  her 
Owners  from  shipping  a  large  sum  in  specie,  which  she  is  to  carry  out  for  the 
establishment  of  fxictories  upon  the  Coast  of  Africa. 
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His  Bfaje^t^'s  chiizers  constantly  fall  in  wiAt  iheee  reaaeh.  (^  the  porte  of  ihU 
Ijsland ;  ])vX  ^  they  do  not  possess  the  pow^  to  detain  thebi,  hdtii\tg  more  is46n6 
than  to  ascertain  that  they  have  landed  their  slaves.  '  ..y,    ..  ^  r. 

His  Majesty's  sloop '*  Racer/'  G)mmaiider  James  Hope,  a  vessel  that  miglit 
possibly  outsail  the  "  ISocorrb/*  came  into  the  Havana  a  few  days  since,  and  although 
Mr.  Schenley  was  ^credibly  informed  that,  besides  other  slave-eqaipment^'  tEe 
"  Socorro '  had  taken  on  board  1,000  pairs  of  shackles,  and  was  only  waiting  for 
Eef 'money  TO  pttt  W  sea,  yet;  uutwithfltauding  j^wbX-  e¥iBfled.  by  riommander 
Hope,  and  his  oflTer  to  remam  oflF  the  port,  qr  station  the  "  Racer"  in  any  position 
likely  to  intercept  this  formidable  slaver,  Mr.  Schenley  was  most  reluctantly  obliged 
to  decline  a  proposition  otherwise  feo  desirable,  frbm  a  knWledgeHhat  the  "  &- 
corro'9'*  Papers  are  in  rtgular  order  as  a  Portuguese  vessel,  and  that,  90iv^ueiitlj|» 
any  efiGort  to  condemn  her  ^s  Spanish  property  would  prove  abortjve.       , . ,       > 

We  hav^,  &c.  ! 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  feCHfiNIiE Y. 

R.R.  MADDEN.  '* 

The^RigM  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 

8fc.  8fc.  Sfc.  \ 

Enclosure  in  No.  79. 
List  of  Slavt*  Vesiels  that  have  arrwed  m  the  Port  of  Havana  during  the  Mor^th  of  April,  1837. 

April    GUi«  Portuguese  scbooiier  ^*  Felicidad,"  -—  Pereka,  Master,  from  San.  Tom^. 
, ,     15th,         , ,  , ,  **  Eliza,'^  —  St.  Aaa,  Master,  from  Cabo  Verde. 

► ,     17th,         , ,  brig         **  Camoys,"  —  Silva,  Master,  from  San  Tome^. 

, ,     17th,         , ,  , ,  **  Liberal,'*  —  Freytat,  Master,  from  Isla  Principe. 

, ,     23d,  , ,  schooner  "  Primorosa,"  —  Barroso,  Master,  from  Puerto  Rico. 

, ,  *  23d,     '     , ,  brig         "  Boca  Negra,"  —  Cardoso,  Mastejr,  from  Cuba. 

23d,   *American  schooner  "  Forest,"  —  Tripp,  Master,  from  St.  Joseph's. 
24th,  Portuguese      , ,-        "  Dos  Hermanas,"  —  Carvalho,  Master,  from  Bonny. 
,,     96th,        ,,  ,,        "  Viteiade  Cabo  yerde,"  —  Saldanha,  Master,  from  San  TomtJ. 

•  Suipicious.  ^'^ 

List  of  Slave'  Vessels  which  have  sailed  for  Havana  during  the  Month  of  Aprils  1837. 

April    1st,  Spanish       schooner  ^  Ligera.'' 
, ,      4th,  Portuguese        „        **  Belencita." 
,,     14th,         ,,  ship      "Pahnira." 

, ,    20th,         , ,  schooner  **  Dulcinea." 

, ,    25th,         , ,  „         **  Margarita." 

No.  80. 

His  Mcyesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Fdmwston. — (Received  July  22.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  Z\st  May,  1837. 

The  subjoined  List  of  arrivals  and  departures  of  slave-vessels  at  this  port 
during  the  past  month  wiU  tend  to  confirm  the  information  which,  we  had  the 
honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  in  our  last  report,  viz.,  that  the  Slave  Trade 
from  hence  is  now  ahnost  entirely  carried  on  under  the  Portuguese  flag.    . 

Arrivals. 

May  14,  Portuguese  schooner  "Sirca,"  —  Viera,  Master. 

„      15,  Spanish       brig  *'Paquete  de  Caho  Verde,"  —  Bertimati,  Master. 

Departures. 

May  9,  Portuguese  schooner  "  Eliza"       ....  Cleared  for  Cape  de  Verdes. 

„  18,          „              „          "  Primorosa"      ...  „  *  Isla  del  Principe. 

„  20,  Spanish           „           "  San  Jos«5"        ...  „  Cadiz. 

9,  20,  Portuguese  polacra     '*  Palmira"  ....  „  Ditto. 

,>  23,          „         schooner  "  Felicidad"       ...  „  Isla  del  Principe. 

„  24,           „             „           "Viborade  Cabo  Verde"  „  SanTomt;. 

„  25,          „         ship          *'  Maria  (a)  Segunda  Socorro"  „  Mozambique. 

„  27,  Spanish       brig          ^*  Anita"       .      .      •     .  „  Bonny. 

„  27,       ^            schooner  "  Jacinto"    ....  „  Ditto. 

We  regret  to  have  to  add  that  the  notorious  slave-ship  "  Socorro,''  now  the 
"  Donna  Maria  Segunda,''  has  again  put  to  sea  upon  a  slaving  voyage  (after  under- 
going a  thorough  repair  in  this  harbour)  armed  and  'equipped  as  before. 

Mr.  Schenley  was  credibly  informed  that  a  large  sum  in  specie,  and  1,000  pairs 
of  shackles,  formed  a  part  of  her  slave-trading  cargo. 

Captain  William  Jones,  with  His  Majesty's  ship  "  Vestal,"  was  in  the  harboxu* 
when  this  slave- vessel  sailed,  and,  had  the  Portuguese  Treaty  or  Decree  permitted  it, 
would  gladly  have  pursued  her. 

Class  A.  ,  Q 
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The  schooner  ''  rOara;*  alias  "  P'ipef'  (together  wiA  the  "  lAbtMTy,  asiled 
fix>m  hence,  in  October  last,  under  American  tsdoiirs  (both  as  iJready  reported  by 
]\Ir.  Schenley),  belonging  to  a  Frendb  slave-dealer  named  Forcade. 

We  have,  &€• 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W-  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscwnt  Pabnerston^  O.C.B. 
^.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  81. 

-Hi'*  Majesty  s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Paimerston. — {Reeehed  July  22.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  2d  June,  1837, 

We  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  Mr.  Jackson  has  just  obtained 
information,  upon  credible  authority,  that  a  few  weeks  since,  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
Island,  one  of  His  Majesty's  cruizers,  supposed  to  be  His  Majesty's  sloop  ^'  Racer,** 
Commander  James  Hope,  chased  a  suspected  vessel,  under  American  colours,  which 
escaped  by  crossing  some  of  the  shoals  of  the  Bahama  banks.  The  cruizer,  how- 
ever, shortly  after  fell  in  with  an  American  man-of-war  schooner,  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  which,  on  the  above  circumstance  being  communicated,  sailed  in  pursuit 
of  the  suspected  vessel.  It  is  further  reported  that  the  American  man-of-war  suc- 
ceeded in  detaining  and  carrying  to  Pensacola  the  American  merchant-schooner 
"  EmperoTy'  Coxe  Master,  for  having  committed  a  breach  of  the  Slave  Laws,  in, 
landing  from  the  said  schooner,  upon  the  Coast  of  Florida,  near  the  Bay  of  St. 
Joseph's,  a  cargo  of  bozal  negroes,  which,  in  concert  with  a  Frenchman  named 
Malesherbes,  he  had  shipped  a  tew  days  previously  at  the  Havana  for  that  purpose. 
We  conclude  that  it  is  impossible  for  •Ae  Spanish  Authorities  to4eny  aay  logger 
the  existence  of  this  scandalous  commerce,  and  we  respectfully  take  the  liberty  to 
suggest  that  representations  of  this  flagrant  case,  through  His  Majesty's  Ministers 
at  Madrid  and  Washington,  might  tend  to  put  a  stop  to  so  abominable  and  growing 
an  evil,  more  especially  as  we  are  still  of  opinion  that  these  transactions  cannot  (pt 
at  all  events  ought  not  to)  exist  unknown  to  the  Local  Authorities  upon  both  shores. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.R.  MADDEN. 
P.S.  We  understand  that  the  individual  who  furnished  the  above-mentioned 
negroes  is  one  Joaquin  Gomez,  long  known  as  a  notorious  slave-dealer,  who  has 
amassed  considerable  wealth  in  these  abominable  speculations. 

The  Right  Hojl  Viscount  PaJmerstony  Q.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  82.  4b«i^ 

His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmer ston.'^^{Received  July  22.) 
My  Lord^  Havana,  \Sth  June^  1837. 

The  astonishing  extent  to  which  the  Portuguese  flag  is  now  used  by  the 
slave-traders  of  the  Havana,  and  the  facilities  given  to  the  vessels  carrying  it,  in 

Snipping  and  sailing  from  this  harbour  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  induced  us  to 
dress  a  Letter  to  the  Captain-General  upon  the  subject.  We  carefuUy  avoided 
any  direct  interference  with  his  Excellency's  mode  of  carrying  on  his  Government ; 
but  we  certainly  hoped  that  his  reply  would  amount  to  more  than  a  mere  acknow' 
ledgment  of  the  receipt  of  our  communication,  a  Copy  of  which,  together  with  the 
Captain  Creneral's  reply,  we  herewitii  transmit. 

Wg  have  £icc 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  Q.C.B. 
8fc,  8(c.  Sfc. 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  82. 
Bis  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  ^  Captain-^Otneral. 

Havana,  12A  Jtnie,  18S7. 
The  UndenigDedy^Comniissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  te^et  exceedingly  that  itifnll  he  ^leir 
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MiifU  doty  to  tttqouBt  tiKir  6o«9nBBA€Bi  wilh  €tm  muamm  8laye-vt«sdft  that  are  r^fitted^sail  ftom, 
wui  «im'  n  tliis  hnbomv  «nd^  tbe  PortiuneM  fit^.  Ducoif  thfi  moath  of  May  no  fewer  tbaa  6  of 
tfaee*  yeaa^  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  CommisfiioBers,  and  dorisg  the  present  month  it  has  been 
rtpraenttd  to  then  tbact  4  vessels  have  already  socceeded  m  lan^n^  cargoes  of  slaves  in  the  vicinity 
of  Hataaa. 

Tte  Undiisigqid  ore  BsramtbalmK  Treaty  upon  this  subjeci  eaists  between  Spain  and  Portugal^ 
but  tltoy  feel  confident  tkat  osder  the  solem  dedarattoas  of  the  Treaty  of  the  28th  June,  1835,  if 
the  Captain-GeBoral  cam  discover  any  subject  of  his  nation  assisting  or  countenancing  these  nefarious 
specvlatioBS,  more  especially  as  relates  to  the  equipping  of  slave- vessels,  under  whatever  flag  or  deno- 
mination, within  the  possessioDa  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  his  Excellency  will  apply  to  them  the  utmost 
ngotur  of  the  laws  they  transgress. 

The  uxtdecssgned  avair  uieniselTes,  gcc. 

•  (Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

Hit  Excellency  the  Captain  General,  R-  R.  MADDEN. 

dro.  ^.  'Src, 

Seeond  Enclosure  in  No.  82. 
(Tnnsktioiu)  The  CapiainrGeneral  to  HU  Majesty  s  Commissioners. 

CteirruMni,  ^Havami,  Ibih  June,  1837. 

Bv  your  Officiid  Letter  of  the  12th  instant,  I  am  made  acquainted  with  the  information  which 
you  purpose  to  give  to  your  Government,  according  to  the  Regulations  of  the  existing  Treaties,  that 
various  vessels  undfer  the  Pbrtuguese  colours  are  engaged  in  thfe  prohilMted  traffic  cf  negroes  wiA 
JUnca,  oongratolating  me  that  you  are  in  the  firm  persoaaion,  as  you  manifest  to  me,  that  should  ii 
cone  to  your  knowledge  that  any  of  my  subjects  he  found  assisting  or  countenancing  the  disem- 
barkation of  negroes,  sach  as  yon  state  to  have  been  effected  in  this  Island  during  the  month  of  May 
last,  I  should  proceed  against  them  with  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  Laws,  since  the  measures  adopted 
to  impede  the  said  contraband  traffic,  which  is  facilitated  by  the  large  extent  of  mipeopled  coast,  ar^ 
fimnd  insufficient. 

[God  preserve  you  many  years. 
Tb  the  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  (Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON. 

^c,  4^.  ^c. 


No.  83. 
His  Majesty^ s  Commsdoners  to  F'iscount  Palmerstan. — {Received  July  22.) 

My  Lord^  Havana,  22ef  June,  1837. 

Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  13th 
April  last  we  addressed  a  Letter  to  the  Captain-General,  requesting  his  Excel- 
lency to  point  out  suitable  positions  for  the  establishment  of  a  lazaret  on  shore^ 
and  for  mooring  a  hulk  in  the  harbour,  for  the  convenience  of  the  negroes  cap- 
tured by  British  cruizers  and  emancipated  by  this  Mixed  Court  We  transmit  a 
Copy  of  our  Letter,  and  a  Translation  of  the  Captain-General's  reply.  By  the 
latter  Document  your  Lordship  will  observe  that  both  demands  have  been  unhe- 
sitatingly acceded  to  upon  the  part  of  his  Excellency,  and  the  situations  indicated 
are  tbrae  usually  appopriaied  to  sick  and  quarantine  cases. 

Mr.  Schenley  has  furnished  the  Superintendent  of  liberated  negroes  with  a 
Copy  of  the  Letter  addressed  to  the  British  Commissioners  by  the  Captain- 
General. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8ft. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  83. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  the  Captatn^General, 

Havana,  bth  June,  1837. 

The  Undersigned,  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  his 
Excellency  the  Captain-General  that  they  have  received  from  their  Crovemment  the  Copy  of  a  com- 
BBonicatios  which  was  made  to  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  signed  by  the  Count  of 
Almodovar,  and  bearing  date  Madrid,  the  14th  March,  1837.  This  Document  purports  to  be  the 
reply  to  an  application  from  the  British  Minister  upon  the  part  of  his  Government,  respecting  the 
stationing  of  a  hulk  in  the  harbour  of  the  Havana  for  the  reception  of  negroes  liberated  by.  the 
Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  and  the  establishment  of  a  lazaret  for  the  small  number  of  negroes  whose 
keakh  may  require  greater  accommodation  than  it  may  be  possible  to  afford  them  on  board  the  hulk. 

The  Count  AUnodovar  states  that  the  necessary  Instructions  have  been  sent  out  to  the  Captain- 
General  to  give  every  aid  in  his  power  towards  carrying  both  these  arrangements  into  effect,  and  that, 
in  concert  with  the  British  Commissioner,  his  Excellency  will  point  out  the  place  in  which  the  said 
hulk  can  be  stationed,  and  likewise  the  place  or  building  for  the  establishment  of  the  lazaret  for  the 
sick  MgioeB,  ia  ocdtr  thai  ihej  may  be  properly  ta]»n  care  of. 
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t  The  undersigned  are HBftiottfr  to  fuxtu^ii^  (hrfr  (Jovenimen('l9,aA>eariy  oppocUnUy.  wi&  Uustfioal 
settlement  of  this  questipn,  and  will  feel  exlremrfy  pWiged  to  the  Captain-General  iChcJ  will  infonn 
them  whether  the  above  Instructions  have  reached, His  Excellency,  and  in  such  events  tiiat  he  wfll 
have  the  goodness  to  adopt  measu^  for  makhig  tfaem  acquainted  With  the  tdcafities,  <b(Ah  as  f>egards 
the  stationing  of  the  hulk,  and  the  pbcd  or  buitfiag  for  the  establishment  of  the  Dep6t  or  Xiaxavet  ibr 
the  sick  negroesO  i^hieh  may  appear  to  IJ^js  Excellency  beat  calculated  for  the  iulfiUnent  of  t|iAl0rBis.t>f 
Coun^  A1modovar*8  Dispatch,  and  at  the  same  time  eligible  for  the  measures  therein  contemplated. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honour,  &c. 
;  '         (SJgned)  E. 'W.  H,  8CHENLBT, 

His  Excellency  the  Captain-Gentral,  R.  R.  MADDEN* 

^(r,  f       ^a.  4^  .  ■    .     (  ,  .        / 

SectJwl  Enifioaiire  in  NOf  83* ,   ,  >.     : 

(TranalatiouO  '  ^ao4«ta»  20iA  Aii»«  1887. 

Gentlemen,  :       .       i 

By  Royal  Order  of  the  IStfa  Maith'last»  connmnhmted  by  the  ]h*incipal  Sefcreitaiy  of  Slate,  I 
have  received  the  Instructions  to  which  you  refi^  in  yonr  Official  Note  of  the  5th  intti|iit»  urtiicb  afe 
reduced  to  tiie  following :  that  in  entire  conformity  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Treaty  of  the  5t^ih 
June,  1 835,  a  hulk  or  floating^p<)t  be  established  for  the  negiDes  arriving  from  Africa,  who  may  be 
captured  by  vessels  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  daring  the  time  that  may  elapse,  until  the  Mixed  Court 
of  Justice  created  for  tlie  purpof«  pronounce  its  sentence*  and  they  sail  for  their  final  detthuitbn ; 
that  the  spot  be  fixed  where  the  said  hulk  isf  to  be  stationed,  bearing  in  mind  that  such  measure  hos  no 
other  object  than  greater  public  convenienoe,  added  to  the  safety  of  the  coimtry,  whose  interest  it  is 
to  pirevent  the  introduction  of  freed  neigro^s  under  any  shadow  of  pretext ;  that  the  spot  or  building 
be  provided  where  the  depdt  or  lazaret  may  be  established,  in  which  the  negroes  falling  sick  in  the  said 
interval  may  be  attended  in  a  proper  matnner^  with  due  regard  to  the  regulations  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  the  examination  which,  under  the  said  regulations,  is  to  be  mad^  by  the  Physlchin  to  be 
nominated  by  me. 

In  order  to  proceed  with  the  care  I  desire,  I  have  called  for  a  Report  of  the  Commandant-General 
of  Marine  on  this  jstation  with  regard  to  the  first  point,  and  it  appears  therefrom  that  the  hulk  to  be 
used  as  a  provisional  floating  depot  for  the  negroes,  may  be  stationed  within  this  port  at  the  anchorage 
of  Marimelena,  and  with  regard  to  the  second  point  respecting  the  lazaret,  the  Board  of  Health,  of 
whom  I  required  a  Report  thereon,  point  out  the  rooms  of  the  lower  story  of  the  building  contiguous 
to  the  wharf  called  de  Porras,  belonging  to  Dr.  Don  Carlos  Belot,  which,  on  account  of  their  clean- 
liness, ventilation,  and  capacity,  are  very  proper  fur  the  purpose,  unless  the  nature  of  the  diseases  by 
which  the  negroes  may  be  attacked  should  require  other  measures  of  more  rigid  inoomn^unication  to 
be  adopted ;  and  agreeing  with  these  Reports,  I  acquaint  you  therewith  for  your  information,  and  in 
order  that  you  may  enter  into  negotiation  with  Uie  proprietor  of  the  place,  of  the  result  of  which  you 
will  be  pleased  to  give  me  timelv  notice,  on  account  of  the  ultimate  arrangements  which  concern  me, 
relative  to  the  sanitary  and  public  security  of  the  country. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 
The  Cammimoners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty ^  (Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON. 

^c.  ^c.  ^c. 


No.  84. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  July  22.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  22d  June,  1837. 

On  the  19th  of  May  His  Majesty^s  frigate  **  Vestal/'  Captain  William 
tfones,  came  into  this  port,  and,  on  the  25th,  thiaC Officer  addressed  a  communi- 
cation to  His  Majesty's  Commissioners,  acquainting  them  with  the  par^ulars  of  a 
circumstance  which  leads  them  to  believe  that  ti  serious  and  glaring4H^ction  of 
the  Treaty  of  the  28th  of  June,  1835,  has  been  committed  by  Lieutenant  Cruz, 
the  Commander  of  one  of  the  Spanish  men-of-war  cruisers  belonging  to  this 
Island,  in  neglecting  to  bring  before  the  Mixed  Court  a  vessel  which  he  had 
detained  for  being  equipped  for  the  Slave  Trade.  We  beg  leave  to  enclose  a 
Copy  of  the  abov6  communication. 

t)  nfortunately,  during  the  period  that  the  "  Vestal"  remained  here,  both  the 
Spanish  Commissioners  were  absent  some  distance  in  the  country ;  and  as  Capiain 
Jones  declared  that  he  would  not  detain  his  vessel  or  leave  any  of  his  Officere  at 
the  Havana,  Mr.  Schenley  considered  it  advisable  to  take  the  Affidavits  of  such 
of  them  as  had  visited  the  slave^vessel,  and  could  prove  the  fact  of  having  seen 
her  slave-equipment.  We  enclose  Copies  of  these  Affidavits,  as  well  as  of  the 
Correspondence  which  has  taken  place  up  to  this  date  between  His  Majesty's 
Commksioners  and  the  Captain-General,  relative  to  this  subject. 

It  was  not  until  the  10th  instant,  that  the  Count  Fernandina,  the  Spanish 
Judge,  returned'  to  the  Havana,  when  Mr.  Schenley  immediately  summoned  a 
Court,  and  a  Letter  was  addressed  by  the  Judges  to  the  Captain- General 
requesting  that  his  Excellency  would  take  immediate  steps  for  obliging  Lieutenant 
Cruz  to  present  himself,  along  with  his  prize,  before  the  Mixed  Court. 

The  Captain- General  replied  to  this  communication  by  transmitting  a  copy  of 
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ceHarn  depositions  and  examinations  whieh  liave  been  taken  before  the  Admiralty 
Courts  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  wVither  Lieute»ant  Cruz  conducted  the  detained 
.vessel.  Hie  Judges,  haying  duly  weighed  and  coqtt^ed  this  step,  resolved,  that 
diey  could  not  recognize  these  proceedings,  or  tU^Kht  of  any  oih&  Court  or 
Authority  to  interfere  in  a  Case  belonging  exduSWiy  to  the  Mixed  Tribunal, 
which  resolution  they  communicated  to^the  Captain-General,  calling  upon  his 
Excelleocy  again  to  interpose  his  authority  in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  their 
first  Letter. 

No  answer  has  as  yet  been  sent  to  this  second  application  from  the  Judges,  but 
though  we  doubt  not  eveiy  effort  will  be  made  to  prevent  Ihe  Case  being  tried 
befoiB  the  Mixed  Court,  yet,  as  a  perfect  unanimity  Exists  between  the  Judges, 
there  is  little  dcmbt  that  their  demand  will  be  eventually  complied  with,  and  the 
privileges  belonging  to  their  Tribunal  accorded. 

We  trust  that  by  the  next  packet  we  shall  have  it.  in  our  power  to  acquaint 
your  Lordship  more  ftilly  upon  this  Case,  and  to  inmish  Translations  of  the  whole 
of  the  Documents  appertaining  thereto.  %» 

We  reserve  to  ourselves  tiie  right  of  expressing  our  opinion  upon  the  course 
pursued  by  Captain  Jones,  relative  to  the  examination  of  this  suspected  vessel, 
until  tiie  Case  snail  be  concluded  before  the  Mixed  Court. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  tt  SCHENLIEY- 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
Tke  Right  Hon.  Vucount  Pahnerston,  O.G.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Src* 


First  Endosurp  in  No,.84t 
(Copy.)  Captain  Jones  to  HU  Majesbfs  Chnwnusumers, 

His  Britomnic  Majesty's  Ship  **  Vestal  *'  at  Havana,  25eA  itfay,  1837. 
Sir, 

I  HIVE  ihe  honour  to  represent  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Mixed 
Commission,  the  particulars  of  a  recent  occurrence  which  I  consider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  bring  under 
their  consideration. 

On  tke  4th  instant,  this  ship,  being  on  her  passage  from  Port-au-Prince  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  descried 
in  the  evening,  a  little  before  sunset,  a  schooner  of  very  suspicious  appearance,  lying  at  anchor  in  the 
entnince  of  the  Harbour  of  Guantanamo  or  Cumberland  Harbour.  I  immediately  hauled  in  shore  to 
examine  her,  having  reason  to  expect  vessels  of  a  piratical  diaracter  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  the 
place  itself  having  been  notorious  for  former  disorders,  and  having  now  neither  fort  nor  commerce  of  a^ 
regular  kin^.  '  .._-., 

^^  we  approached  the  Harbour  with  our  colours  displayed,  the  schooner  showed  evident  symptoms 
(xf  alarm.  Boats  were  seen  to  pass  and  repasf ;  soi^  sails  were  bent  in  haste,  and  at  last  the  vessel 
weighed,  and  attempted  to  run  up  the  Harbour,  which  abounds  in  intricate  shelter. 

Sedng  these  ^ospiciouB  movement?,  I  directed  a  shot  to  be  fised  wide  of  the  vessel,  as  a  signal  for 
her  to  await  examination.  And  as  she  continued,  nevertheless,  her  endeavours  to  escape,  I  fired 
several  other  guns,  of  which  the  shot  fell  near  without  hurting  her.  In  the  meantime,  two  of  our 
][>oat8,  commanded  by  the  secpn^  Lieutenant,  were  sent  to  the  ^hooaer,  but  whe^  they  had  approached 
a1)6ut  a  third  of  the  distance,  a  smuU  schooneb^^ich  then  first  attracted  our  attention,  appeared  open 
of  the  east  end  of  Che  entrance,  and  fired  a  J|{UPdirectly  at  our  boats,  which,  however,  proceeded  in 
obedience  tOidieir  orders,  and  got  on  board  the  first  schooner  before  she  could  effect  her  escape. 

The  peJoigriffon  boiMrd  declared  that  the  vessel  waa  a  pri2e  to  th?  *'  TtresUa^^  pik>t-4>oat,  in  the  service 
of  Her  Catholic  Majes^,  which  wa^  presently  confirmed  by  Lieutenant  Crusi,  the  Commander  of  that 
vessel,  who  came  hiinself,  and  stated  "  that  he  had  that  day,  at  11a.  m.,  seized  the  schooner,  which 
vni3  called  the  *  Matihia,*  under  the  provisions  of  the  late  Treaty  with  Great  Britein,  for  being  fitted 
lEbr  the  Slave  Trade.^  The<  whole  appearance  of  the  vessel,  as  far  as  the  Ehglish  LEeatenant  could 
judge,  being  in  peHecA  aeooidance  ^ith  fliis  account,  .he  immedifiteily  reived,  being  inftprjned  by  Lieu- 
tenant Cruz  ''  that  he  should  send  the  *  Matilda  *  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the  following  day."  As 
soon  as  1  received  this  report,  the  "  Vestal "  proceeded  on  her  voyage. 

'  Thbse,  Sir,  are  briefly  the  facts  of  the  case.  Not  having  the  slightest  douht  of  the  good  fa^h  of  the 
fipaiiiih  Officer  in  the  trtmsaction,  it  never  occurred  to  me  to  seek  farther  aimreftoe,' when  Lieaftenfliit 
Cru^  declared  the  ^  Matilda  "  to  be  his  prize.  But  a  considerable  Ume  having  now  elapsed  without 
that  vessel  having  appeared  for  adjudication  before  the.on)y  competeut  Tribuufd,  wh^h,  in  such  pi  case, 
1  presume  to  be  the  Court  of  Mixed  Commission,  I  am  at  a  loss  for  a  sufficient  explanation  of  the  cir- 
^nnmtiitice.  t  therefore  have  to  request  that  the  Court  of  Mixed  Commission  will  be  pleased  to  take 
Ike  matter  iato  coBaderation,  and  cause  su6h  enquines  to  be.  instituted  aathey  may  deem  expedient 
fud  progpeir,  with  a  view  to  t  legal  decision  ef  the  case^f  the  ^  Matildi^,''  a  vessel  which  appeared  to 
me  to  be  by  far  the  most  completely  equipped  (or  the  Slave  Trade,  of  all  that,  have  come  under  my 
observation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
£.W.H.8chenletfyB^.  (Signed)  WILLIAM  JONES, 

4rc.        &Cf        4c.  Captain. 

Court  ofMiMed  Commission. 
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Seoood  Eoclosora  ia  No.  84. 

His  Majt8ty*s  CommUsumer  to  Captain  Jones. 

,  Havana^  27<&  May^  1837. 
Sir, 

I  BAVB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  communication  which  jou  have  transmitted 
to  me  for  the  information  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  bearing  date  the  25th  current,  relative  to  the 
detention  on  the  4th  current  of  the  Spanish  Merchant  schooner  "  Matilda,'^  by  the  Spanbh  pilot-boat 
in  the  service  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  **  HeresUa,**  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Cruz,  of  the  Spaaisli 
Royal  Navy,  and  stating  that  this  Officer  declared  personally  to  the  English  Lieutenant  who  visited  the 
**  Matilda  **  by  your  directions,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  the  28th  June,  1833,  "  that  he 
had  that  day,  at  11  a.  m.  seized  the  schooner  which  was  called  the  *  Matilda^*  under  the  provisions  of 
the  late  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  for  being  fitted  for  the  Slave  Trade ;"  further,  that  ^  the  whole  ap- 
pearance of  the  vessel,  as  far  as  the  English  Lieutenant  could  judge,  being  in  perfect  accordance  wkh 
thia  account,  he  immediately  retired,  being  infonned  by  Lieutenant  Crni  that  he  shoiild  send  the 
*  Matilda  '  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  the  foUowmg  day." 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  in  reply,  that  no  notification  whatever  of  the  above  transaction  has 
reached  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  but  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  will  lose  no  time  in  taking  the 
necessary  steps  to  ensure  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  case.  In  the  meantime  I  kaeve  to  request 
that  you  will  place  roe  in  comn^pication  with  the  Lieutenant  of  the  *'  VestiU,''  and  any  others  of  the 
Officers  or  seamen  who  may  have  accompanied  him  upon  his  visit  to  the  '*  Matilda"  and  who  caa 
▼erify  upon  oath  their  having  seen  on  board  that  vessel  circumstances  confirmatory  of  her  being  fitted 
for  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c., 
Captain  William  Jones,  (Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

Hu  Majesty' $,^ip  **  VestaV 

Third  £ndosure  in  No.  84» 

(Copy.)  His  Majesty^ s  Commissioners  to  the  Captain-General. 

Havana^  29tk  May^  1837. 

The  undersigned  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  under  the  Treaty  for  the  Suppression  of 
Illicit  Slave  Traffic,  have  the  honour  to  transnnt  to  His  Excellency  the  Captain-General  the  Copy  of  a 
Letter  which  was  addressed  to  His  Msijesty's  Acting  Judge  by  Captain  William  Jones,  commanding 
His  Majesty's  Ship  ^^  Vestal,"  for  the  information  of  the  Mixed  Court,  respecting  the  Spanish  merchant 
schooner  ^  Matilda,*^  This  vessel  was  fallen  in  with  and  visited  off  the  Port  of  Guantanamo,  by  the 
boats  of  the  '*  Vestal,"  under  the  orders  of  the  Second  Lieutenant  of  that  vessel,  so  far  back  as  the  4th 
current,  when  it  appeared  that  the  English  Lieutenant  found  the  *'  Matilda"  to  be  in  the  charge  of  an 
Officer  and  armed  force  belonging  to  the  Royal  Navy  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  who  were  placed  on 
Jboard  her  by  Lieutenant  Cruz,  Commander  of  the  "  Teresita,"  pilot-boat  of  war,  who  explicitly  stated 
to  the  English  Lieutenant  that  he  had  taken  possession  of  the  **  Matilda"  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Treaty  existing  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  of  the  28th  June,  1835,  on  suspicion  of  her  being 
destined  for  the  Slave  Trade,  and  fitted  as  a  slave-vessel. 

The  Commissioners  beg  leave  to  transmit  likewise  copies  of  the  Affidavits  of  the  2  Officers  and 
2  seamen  belonging  to  the  "  Vestal,"  who  formed  a  part  of  the  force  dispatched  to  visit  the 
'*  Matilda"  and  who  were  thereby  enabled  to  observe  the  several  circumstances  detailed,  which  are 
corroborative  of  the  statement  made  by  Lieutenant  Cruz  to  the  British  Lieutenant,  of  the  vessel's 
being  fitted  as  a  slaver. 

The  undersigned  regret  that  the  strk:t  execution  of  their  duty  compels  them  to  notice  the  neglect 
mnd  delay  which  Lieutenant  Cruz  has  been  guilty  of,  in  permitting  so  long  a  period  to  elapse  without 
having  fulfilled  the  enactments  of  the  First  Article  to  the  Instructions  to  the  vessels  of  the  Royal 
Navies  (Annex  A.  to  the  Treaty  of  28th  June,  1835),  or  without  having  in  any  way  communicated  to 
the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  the  particulars  of  a  transaction  especially  belonging  to  this  Tribunal,  and 
which  it  alone  is  capable  of  taking  cognizance  of  and  deciding  upon. 

The  undersigned  therefore  rely  upon  the  exertion  of  the  superior  authority  of  the  Captain -General 
to  take  such  measures  as  His  Excellency  may  deem  best  calculated  for  causing  Lieutenant  Cruz  to 
carry  into  effect,  without  further  delay,  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  the  ^th  June,  1S9S,  under 
which  he  haa  detained  the  ^  Matilda^"  more  especially  Article  1st  of  Annex  A.  to  this  TVeafy. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honour,  &c 
His  Excellency  the  Captain-General,  (Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCeENLET» 

^c  4-c.  8fc.  R.  R.  MADDEN, 


Fourth  Endo6«re  in  No.  84. 

Affidavits, 

(1.) 
AjnPBARED  personally  before  nve,  Edward  Wyndham  Harrington  Scbenley,  Esq.,  Mr  .Bundle  Surges 
Watson^  Second  Lieutenant  of  His  Majesty's  ship  ^*  Vestal,"  who»  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  on  the 
4th  current,  at  6h.  90m.  P.M.,  when  off  the  Harbour  of  Guantanamo,  he  was  ordered  by  Captain  WiMiam 
Jones,  Commender  of  His  Majesty's  ship'^  Vestal,"  to  proceed  in  charge  of  2  of  the  boots  belonging 
to  &e  ^  VestaF^  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  a  suspiciovis  schooner,  which  appeared  to  hacve  just  weigbed 
her  anchor,  and  to  be  running  into  that  port.  That  on  his  going  on  board  he  was  received  by  a 
Spanish  Officer,  and  a  party  of  Marines  in  uniform.  That  the  vessel  was  to  all  appearance  fitted  for 
the  Slave  Trade,  having  on  board  a  pivot  gun  (12  or  18  pounder),  2  carronades  (1  on  each  gangway), 
very  large  coppers,  open  hatches,  and  small  scuttles ;  the  whole  such  as  he  had  often  before  seen  on 
boaffd  slave-vessels.  That  he  was  informed  by  the  Spanish  Officer  that  he  belonged  to  Ae  Spanish 
man-of-war  pailebot  "  Teresita"  at  anchor  about  a  cable's  length  inndKHre.  That  the  suspiciovs 
schocmer  was  the  *'  Matilde*^  under  Spanish  colours,  detained  by  the  "  Teresita."  That  the  depo-  . 
nent  went  into  the  aAer-cabin  of  the  **  Matilde"  and  returned  on  deck,  during  which  period  a  boat 
arrived  from  the  <*  TeresitaJ*    lliat  deponent  expressed  a  wish  to  proceed  with  the  further  inspection 
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ef  Ihe  yem^  bat  fras  refiued  mittl  f he  Oflicer  shoiiMi  reeekwt  furiher  orders  from  his  Commattder, 
Hm  <Ns  board  the  *'  TeresUa.'*  Shortly  aftem^urds  aa  Officer  arrived  from  the  *'  TerentOt"  wbe 
(feekred  hknadf  to  be  lieufteoant  Cruz,  the  Commaiider  of  the  *^  Teresita  ;'*  that  he  was  acting  under 
the  Treaty  recently  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and  had  that  morning,  at  11  AJC<« 
detained  the  ^^MatUde  **  on  a  suspicion  of  her  .being  destined  for  the  illicit  traffic  in  slaves,  and  fitted 
£>r  that  purpose  ;  that  he  was  going  to  send  her  to  Cuba  for  adjudication ;  and,  upon  being  asked 
idiether  he  himself  intended  to  proc^  thither,  he  stated  that  he  should  previously  finish  his  cruize. 

(Signed)  K.  BURGES  WATSON,  Lieutenant  RJN. 

Sworn  h^ore  me  at  the  Havana*  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  May^  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY, 

Acting  Judge  in  the  Mixed  Court. 
(2.) 
Afr.  JFilliam  Thomas  Rivers^  Mate  on  board  His  Majesty's  ship  ^  Vestal,"  being  duly  sworn, 
declared  that  he  accompanied  Lieutenant  Watson  in  charge  of  the  jolly-boat  on  the  4th  instant,  when 
proceeding  to  examine  the  Spanish  schooner  "  Matil& ;*  that  he  went  on  board  that  vessel,  and 
VMientood  thfttabe  had  been  dietained  by  the  Spanish  sefaooner-of^war  '^  Teresita^*  on  suspicion  of 
being  engaged  in  illicit  Slave  Traffic,  or  fitted  for  it ;  that  in  the  executien  of  his  duty,  on  attempting 
to  go  below,  he  was  stopped  by  a  marine ;  that  the  armament,  and  particularly  the  coppers,  were  pre- 
cisely Bunilar  to  what  he  had  seen  before  on  board  slave-vessels. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  T.  RIVERS,  Mate. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  Havana,  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
OBrty-ieven^ 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY, 

Acting  Judge  in  the  Mixed  Court, 
(S.) 

William  Kinnadrd^  Coxwain  of  the  cutter,  which  was  one  of  the  boats  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Watson  when  he  prooeeded  on  board  the  *'  Matilde,^^  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  that,  while  along- 
ade,  be  farticahurly  noticed  the  combings  of  the  hatchways  to  be  fitted  with  holes  for  receiving  ban, 
and  the  vessel's  coppers  to  be  precisely  similar  to  those  he  has  before  seen  on  board  slave-vessels. 

his 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  X  KINNAIRD. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  Havana,  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY, 

Acting  Judge  in  the  Mixed  Court, 
(4.) 
William  Felstedy  seaman,  belonging  to  the  '*  Vestal,"  being  duly  sworn,  confirmed  the  above  depo- 
sition of  WiUtam  Kionaird. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  FELSTED. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  Havana,  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W-  H.  SCHENLEY, 

Acting  Judge  in  the  Mixed  Courts 


Fiah  Enobsure  in  No.  84. 

The  Capiain^Creneral  to  Hi9  Majetby^s  Commimoner. 
(Tiwishitifln.)  Ha&may  7{h  June,  1887. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Commnnication  of  the  99th  of  last  month  relative  to  the  Spanish  merchant 
sdiooner  *  Matilde,"  which  was  fiillen  in  with  off  Onantanamo  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship 
**  TdAri"  m  the  4th  of  the  same  month ;  and,  on  examination,  it  was  found  that  the  '*  MaUlde  "  waa 
nnder  the  chaige  of  an  Officer  of  the  Spanish  Navy,  placed  on  board  by  Lieutenant  Cruz,  Commander 
of  the  |»lot4x>at  of  war  *'  Terenta^  who  stated  that  he  had  taken  possession  of  the  said  schooner^ 
mder  the  conditions  of  the  existing  Treaty,  on  susplicion  of  her  being  destined  for  the  Slave  Trade; 
and,  having  referred  the  said  Commanicaiieo,  with  the  Docments  it  ooitained,  to  the  First  AsseasorT 
Qeneral,  be  has  advised  me,  under  this  day's  date^  as  follows . — 

*^  Moat  £kBellent  Sii; — ^^e  Assessor  opines,  saving  the  better  judgment  of  your  Excellency,  that 
the  Communications  made  to  your  Excellency  by  the  British  Commissioner  should  be  referred  to  the 
Connnandant-General  of  the  Marine  for  the  proper  purposes,  acknowledging  in  the  meantime  the 
raedpt  thereof.  Notwithstanding,  they  contain  some  occasions  for  previous  disenssioo,  which,  hew* 
emr,  «e  most  pass  by  for  the  present,  in  consideration  of  \h&  gravity  of  the  suhject,  which  mnst  not, 
on  any  account,  become  torpid,  or  whatever  your  Excellency  may  deem  most  proper." 

And  I,  agreeing  with  the  above  advice,  acquaint  you  therewith  in  reply,  as  also  that  I  have,  nnder 
ftiis  day's  dirte,  addressed  tiie  necessary  Official  Letter  to  the  Commandant-Cieneral  of  Marine  of  this 
station. 

Ood  pveserve  you  many  years. 
The  Commissioneri  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  (Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON. 

in  ihe  Mixed  Court  of  Justice, 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  84. 
(TnuiBlation.)  The  CaptainrOeneral  to  His  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

^2nnMMW,  Hawma,  llth  June,  18S7. 

UxBU  this  day's  date  I  have  forwaided  to  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  the  reply  of  the  Dun- 
"^ndMWOeneral  of  Marine  on  this  sUtion  relative  to  the  oocurrcnoe  of  the  schooner  **  Matildef 
and  conndering  Umt  yon,  as  Commissbners  of  the  same  Tribmial  have  to  acquaint  yonrsehes^ritfa 
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the  contents  of  the  Official  Letter  and  Documents  remitted  by  the  aforesaid  Chief  of  Marine,  I  have 
nt>t  thought  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  said  communication ;  but  if,  nevertheless,  you  should  consider 
they  will  be  useful  to  you,  I  will  send  you  a  certified  Copy  of  the  said  Documents  on  your  application 
for  them. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 
The  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  (Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON. 

S^c.  Sfc.  4-0. 


No.  85. 
Viscount  Palmerslon  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  lAth  August,  1837,  . 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  26th  of  January  last,  rep6rtrng  the 
Case  of  the  Spanish  brig  ^^  General  Laborde,^  which  vessel  was  detained,  under 
Article  10  of  the  Treaty  of  June  1835,  with  Spain,  for.  being  equipped  ifor  the 
Slave  Trade,  and  was  released  by  Decree  of  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court 
of  Justice,  of  which  you  are  members. 

I  must  observe,  that  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  of  the  illegal  equipment 
of  the  "  General  Laborde^'  and  the  notorious  disregard  of  truth  among  persons 
engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  Mr.  Schenley  was  fully  warranted  in  maintaining  his 
opinion,  that  the  vessel  was  intended  for  that  traffic. 

I,  therefore,  approve  of  Mr.  Schenley's  proceedings  in  this  Case,  and  more  parti- 
cularly of  his  application  to  the  Captain-Genecal,  that  the  "  General  Lalmde  " 
might  not  be  permitted  to  quit  the  port  again  with  her  illegal  equipment  on  hoard ; 
and  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  on  this  last  point  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Madrid 
will  be  instructed  to  make  a  representation  to  the  Spanish  Government. 


No.  86. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Receif^ed  Sept.  13.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  30th  June,  1837, 

On  the  15th  current,  the  Acting  Arbitrator  having  witnessed  the  exhibition 
on  sale  of  a  great  number  of  bozal  negroes  in  the  front  of  a  house  situated  upon  one 
of  the  most  frequented  public  resorts  of  this  city,  he  communicated  the  facts,  in 
writing,  to  Mr.  Schenley,  who  deemed  it  expedient  to  make  an  immediate  denounce- 
ment of  them  to  the  Captain-General.  Accordingly,  a  Letter,  of  which  we  have  the 
honour  to  enclose  a  Copy,  was  addressed  to  his  Excellency.  The  Acting  Judge, 
viewing  this  Case  as  one  of  more  than  ordinary  hardihood  and  outrage  of  the  Treaty, 
upon  the  part  of  the  slave-dealers,  resolved  to  use  every  eflfort  to  bring  the  miscre- 
ants engaged  in  it  to  justice.  He  accordingly  acquainted  himself  with  the  locality 
of  the  building,  and  ascertained  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  unfortunate  inmates 
had  not  been  disposed  of  during  the  sale  of  the  previous  day,  but  remained  pent  up, 
to  be  again  offered  when  purchasers  should  present  themselves. 

The  following  morning  (the  17th)  a  Letter  from  the  Captain-General  to  the 
Commissioners,  bearing  date  the  16th,  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Schenley.  This  Letter, 
of  which  we  beg  leave  to  transmit  a  Copy,  purports  to  require  a  more  particular 
description  of  the  precise  situation  of  the  denounced  house.  We,  however,  cannot 
consider  it  in  any  other  light  than  written  for  the  purpose  of  giving  time  to  the 
slave-dealers  to  drive  away  their  unhappy  victims  to  a  more  secure  retreat ;  for  there 
is  no  "  Paseo"  within  the  immediate  precincts  of  this  city,  except  the  one  our  Letter 
describes ;  nor,  indeed,  any  other  public  place  bearing  such  a  denomination,  with 
the  exception  of  a  drive,  lately  constructed  by  the  Captain-General,  at  the  distance 
of  a  mile  and  a  half  fiom  the  city,  and  upon  which  there  are  no  houses  whatever. 
jjttjBxich  being  the  tact,  together  with  the  air  of  derision  which  the  Captain- 
^^fcieral's  Reply  seemed  to  throw  upon  the  communication  of  the  Commissioners, 
Mr.  Schenley  resolved  upon  adopting  a  course,  certainly  not  heretofore  pursued  by 
the  British  Commissioners,  but  which,  nevertheless,  he  hopes  may  meet  vrith  the 
approval  of  His  Majesty's  Government;  namely,  to  put  an  end  to  all  furth^g  doubt 
or  subterfuge  respecting  the  position  of  the  imse  in  question,  by  stajflpo  the 
Captain-General  that,  if  requisite,  **  one  of  the  commissioners  would  ac^Blpany, 
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and  point  it  out"  to  such  Officer  as  his  Excellency  might  depute  to  carry  on  the 
investigation ;  and,  as  this  measure  might  be  supposed  to  involve  personal  risk,  the 
Acting  Judge  gave  a  written  assurance  to  his  colleague,  previous  to  asking  his 
signature  to  it,  that  he  would  not  be  called  upon  to  perform  the  onerous  duty. 

No  further  communication  readied  the  Commissioners,  relative  to  tliis  nefarious 
transaction,  until  the  29th  instant,  when  a  long  list  of  depositions  and  examinations, 
accompanied  by  a  Letter  from  the  Captain-General,  was  forwarded  to  us.  We 
^(^ose,  for  jour  Lordship-s  information,  a  Translation  of  the  above  Documents; 
and  thus  has  terminated,  in  a  mass  of,"fre  regret  it)  s«y,-gF06s  perjury,  a  transactioB 
respecting  which,  and  the  correctness  of  our  statements,  there  remains  not  a  shadow 
of  doubt  upon  our  minds. 

We  have^  &c.  ^ 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

II.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Bigfa  Hon.  Fucomtt  Palmrstm,  G.C.B.    . 
^c.  Sfc,  Bfc. 

- 1  [ .  ■ .     ...  -        , 

Fir^  Enclosure  in.  No.  86. 
HU  Majesty**  Commissioners  H  thfi  Qaptain-GeneraL 

I  Havana^  16th  June^  1837. 

The  Undenngned,  Commissioners  of  fiig  Bntannic  Majesty,  under  the  Treaty  for  the  sup* 
pression  of  the  S^to  Trade,  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  bis  Ex<:ellency  ^he  Captain-General  with  the 
following  very  flagitious  act  of  slaTe-dealing  which  was  committed  yesterday  within  the  immediate 
precincts  of  this  city,  in  broad  daylight,  and  in  one  of  the  most  frequented  places  of  recreation  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Havana,  namely,  the  etposure  fior  sale  bf  a  considerable  number  of  bozal 
negroes,  for  the  most  part  children,  at  the  front  of  the  house  No.  61,  on  the  Paseo,  where  these  uufor- 
tanate  victims  wetre  subjected  to  the  disgusting  modes  of  examination  customary  at  these  sales,  in  the 
pitsenee  of  a  number  of  persons  congregated  as  purchasers. 

The  Undersigned  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  whole  of  these  unhappy  beings  were  not  disposed 
of  yesterday ;  they,  therefore,  entertain  a  hope  that  the  measures  which  they  feel  assured  the  CafHain- 
General  will  adopt  upon  the  receipt  of  this  information  may  be  the  means  of  capturing  and  bringing 
to  pimiahmeat  the  perpetrators  of  this  atrocious  crime,  which  exhibits  an  almost  unparalleled  defiance 
and  contempt  for  the  solemn  Treaties  to  which  their  Government  has  so  recently  renewed  its  pledge 
formally  to  abolish  the  traffic  in  slaves  throughout  the  dominions  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty. 

The  Undersigned  have  the  honour,  &c. 
Su  Excdkncy  the  Captmn-General^  (Signed)  £.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

^.  *».  4v.  R.R.  MADDEN. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  86. 

The  Captain-General  to  His  Majesty's  Commissioners* 

Gentlemen,  -    Havana^  \6th  June,  1837. 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  Official  Letter  of  to-day«  in  ivhich  you  are  pleased  to  acquaint  me 
that  yesterday  aflenioon,  in  broad  daylight,  and  in  one  of  the  roost  frequented  spots,  a  considerable 
iiiimber  of  bozal  negroes  had  been  exposed  for  sale,  viz.,  in  the  front  of  the  house  No  61,  on  the 
Paseo;  and  asJn  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city  there  are  various  spots  with  the  same  name  of 
**  Paaeo,"  I  request  you  will  state  without  loss  o(time,  and  with  sufficient  clearness^  to  which  of  them 
you  allude,  in  order  that  I  may  give  the  necessai^  directions  with  exactness. 

Qod  preserve  you  many  years. 
The  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  (Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON.    ] 

Bfc*  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No,  86. 
His  Majesty* s  Commissioners  to  the  Captain^  General. 

Havana,  llth  June,  1837. 
The  Undersigned,  Commissioners  of  I{is  Britannic  Majesty,  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  his 
Excellency  the  Captain-General,  in  reply  to  his  Letter  of  yesterday,  that  the  house  where  the  sale  of 
bozal  negroes  was  held,  on  Thursday,  is  No.  61,  on  the  Paseo,  or  public  promenade,  situated  between 
the  Campo  de  Marte  and  the  Punta.  They  beg  further  to  add,  if  any  difficulty  still  exists  in  ascer- 
taining the  precise  place,  that  one  of  the  Commissioners  will  accompany  and  point  it  out  to  such 
Officer  as  his  Excellency  may  order  to  proceed  to  the  investigation  of  this  open  and  scandalous  infrac- 
tion of  the  Treaty,  although  the  period  which  has  now  elapsed  must  render  the  detection  of  the 
offenders  doubtful.     Meantime  they  have  the  honour  to  avail  themselves,  &c« 

(Signed)  G.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

Hii  Excellency  the  CaptaivrGeneral^  It  R.  MADDEN. 

^•c.        4rc.        ^c. 


Fourtli  Enclosure  in  No.  86. 

The  Captain-General  to  His  Majesty's  Ccmmssioners. 

QxilTLEMBN,  Havana,  29th  June,  1837. 

•  IMP^  ^^  Report  of  proceedings  adopted  in  consequence  of  your  communication  of  tlie  16th 

'oatfK  respecting  the  sale  of  a  cownderable  number  of  bozal  negroes  on  the  preceding  day,  in  the 
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liNmt  of  th^  hdiise  No.  61,  en  the  P^eo,  the  fktt  Teniente  Asttei80r»Gc»eml^  of  tbe  GoYenuttciit  hm 

Ikdvised  me  as  follows : — 

•*  Most  Excellent  Sir, — ^The  British  Commissioner,  in  his  Official  Letter  of  the  16th  instant,  wa* 
pleased  to  announce  to  your  Excellency,  that  in  the  front  of  the  house  No.  61,  on  the  Pftseo,  there  had 
heen  exposed  to  the  public  for  sale  several  bozal  negroes,  for  the  greater  part  children,  but  without 
explaining,  doubtless  through  an  inyoluntary  omission,  on  which  of  the  Pa]se(»  this  had  taken  place. 
This  point  being  cleared  up  by  the  Official  Letter  of  the  following  day,  although  then  with  little  hopa 
of  i^good  result,  as  the  Commissioner  observes,  an  Officer,  who  has  performed  with  exactness  delicate 
commissions  for  your  Excellency,  proceeded  immediately  to  surprise  the  house  and  the  slaves,  hud 
discovered  no  other  vestige  or  sign  of  the  dealing  than  a  few  p!ank  couches,  which  indicated  \w>nxig 
contained  a  greater  number  of  intelligent  negroes,  '*  ladinoi*'  than  were  Rmad.  The  Assenot  does 
not  consider  it  impossible  that  the  circumstance  may  have  been  as  the  Commissioner  was  pleased  to 
denounce,  for  it  is  nowise  strange  that  the  interests  and  avarice  of  man  generally  find  means  to  dude 
the  best  measures  adopted  by  a  vigilant  police ;  nevertheless,  it  is  certain  that  nothing  was  discovered, 
and  all  that  is  manifest  is  the  want  of  vigilance  and  the  neglect  of  the  Capitan  de  San  Lazaro,  to 
whose  ward  belongs  the  house  No.  61,  on  the  Paseo.  To  this  individual,  as  well  as  to  the  rest  of  the 
Coraisarios,  your  Excellency  has  issued  the  strictest  orders  not  only  to  impede,  but  to  apprehend  the 
violators  of  the  Treaty  ;  and  it  is  very  singular  that  in  his  quarter  a  number  of  negroes  should  h% 
collected  together  without  its  having  come  to  his  knowledge,  or  without  hb  endeavouHng  to  acquaint 
himself  with  the  motive  which  occasioned  it,  in  order  to  give  due  notice  to  your  Excellency.  For 
which  notable  neglect  he,  the  Assessor,  censiders  it  just  that  your  Excellency  be  pleased  to  direct  him 
to  be  seriously  admonished  for  the  future,  that  in  case  of  any  other  similar  report  your  Excellency  will 
dismiss  him  from  his  situation  and  correct  him  according  to  circumstances.  Your  Excellency  may 
also  be  pleased  to  reiterate  the  like  charge  to  the  rest  of  the  Comisarios  of  wuds,  and  address  a  state- 
ment of  the  whole  of  the  depositions  to  the  British  Commissioner,  in  satisfaction  and  reply  to  his 
Official  Letters,  or  whatever  else  your  Excellency  may  consider  moie  to  the  purpose." 

And  having  conformed  with  the  above  advice,  I  transcribe  it. to  you,  together  with  the  d^ositioiBa 
referred  to,  in  reply  to  your  heforementioned  Official  Letters 

God  preserve  you  many  years.  ^^ 

The  CtymmUsioTiers  of  His  Britannic  Majesty^  (Signed)  MIGtHSL  TACON. 

S^c.  Sfo.  Sfc.  \ 


Sub-Enclosure  in  No.  86. 


Summary  of  the  Proceedings  aiopied  in  consequence  of  a  Denunciation  of  the  Sate  of  Bozal  JfegriMS 

in  a  House  No,  61  on  the  Paseo. 

.  Decree.  * 

Havana,  28th  June,  18S7. — ^The  Government  Notary  will  imihediately  make  obt  a  Report  ot^  the 
annexed  proceedings,  adopted  in  consequence  of  a  denanciation  of  the  edstencte  of  bozal  negroes  in 
the  house  No.  61,  Calle  del  Prado,  in  the  Ward  of  SanXazaro,  and  having  done  so  he  will  return  them 
to  the  Secretary's  Office.  , 

(S^ned)  TACON. 

Offictdt  Report. 

**  Most  Excellent  Sir, — I  beg  to  lay  before  your  Excellency,  in  11  leaves  of  paper,  the  JEleport  of 
the  proceedings  adopted  by  me,  in  consequence  of  your  Excellency's  Special  Commission,  in  order  to 
discover  the  facts  from  which  resulted  the  denunciation  of  a  number  of  bozal  negroes  having  beea 
publicly  disposed  of  at  the  house  No.  61,  Calle  del  Prado,  in  the  ward  of  San  Lazaro,  as  ^^ted  to  youor 
Excellency  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Commissioners,  in  their  Official  Note  of  the  IMi  instant, 
toinshited  at  2  o'clock  the  same  day,  in  order  that  your  Excellency  may  detennfne  th«i«on.  Qod 
preserve  your  Excellency  many  years.-^^esus  Maria,  29th  June,  18817 ^-^To  His  Eko^llency  tbe  Oeifh 
tain-general. 

(Signed)  MANUEL  D£  MOTAu 

Decree. 

Havana,  19th  June,  1837. — ^Let  this  summaij  be  referred  to  the^firat  Assesaor-Geaeral.* 

(Signed)  TACON. 

Opinion  of  the  Assessor. 

Most  Excellent  Sir, — The  British  Commissioner,  in  his  Official  Letter  of  the  16th  instant,  was 
pleased  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  in  the  front  of -the  house  No.  61,  Calle  del  Prado,  &c.  (see 
Capiain-General's  Official  Note  of  the  29th  June,  1837).— Havana,  26th  June,  1837. 

(Signed)  JOSE  ILDEFONSO  SUAREZ. 

Decree. 

Havana,  27th  June,  1837.^ — I  agree  with  the  above.    Let  it  be  accomplished. 

(Signed)  TACON. 

(Here  follows  the  Letter  of  tlis  Majesty's  Commissioners  of  the  I6th  Jane,  translated  into  Spanish, 
by  Don  Luis  Payne,  on  the  same  day.  llien  the  Captain-General's  of  the  same  date.  And  the  reply 
thereto  of  the  fbllowing  day  (the  17th). 

Dttfee, 

In  haste. — Havana,  18th  Jude,  1837. — Forward  the  preceding  to  the  First  Assessor-General  for 
his  advice. 

'  (SBgned)  TACON. 

Opinion  of  the  Assessor. 

Most  Excellent  Sir, — ^Your  Excellency  niay  be  pleased  (o  direct  jjhat  the  District  Judge  whom 
you  may  name  proceed  immediately  to  the  place  named  in  this  Official  Letter,  and,  together  with  a 
Notary  of  Her  Majesty,  proceed  to  the  summary  investigation,  seizure  of  the  cdl^^us  delicti^  and  impA- 
sonment  in  the  public  gaol  of  such  persons  as  may  prove  to  be  guilty,  acquainting  the  British  Commffl* 
sioner  therewith,  as  also  that  tlie  spot  at  which  the  prohibited  dealing  was  effect  having  been  indi- 
cated, it  appears  to  be  unnecessary  to  trouble  himself  to  point  it  out  in  person.     FimUly,  your 
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jg^]^lJeiicy  mfty  repeat  y«ur  cbarge  to  the  Officer  you  may  select,  that  lie  o«nit  oo  means  of  investiga- 
tion  ii<>f  ^  write  down  any  si^ns  denoting  the  deposit  and  sale  of  the  negroes,  with  which  he  will 
teturMM  for  further  4ireciioiis»  nnless  your  Excellency  be  pleased  to  direct  otherwise. — Havana,  18th 
JiEOG*  1B37. 

(Signed)  JOSE  ILDEFONSO  SUAREZ. 

Decree, 
,Q;^si.vana,  19th  June,  1887. — ^I  agree  io  the  preceding  advice,  and  nominate  the  Captain,  District 
Jaci^g-^  of  the  Ward  of  Jesus  Maria,  to  proceed  immediately  and  execute  whatever  is  therein  directed, 
«Mi       £^^e  me  immediate  advice  of  the  result,  this  Decree  furnishing  him  with  the  assistance  he  may 
reQi.Km  :ve  as  regards  my  military  jurisdiction. 

"^  (Signed)  T^CON. 

Report  of  the  Proceedings. 
the  18th  June,  1887,  the  Sub-Lieutenant  Don  Manuel  de  Moya  y  Morejon,  Captain  of  a  Ward, 
lissioned  to  execute  this  Inquir)*,  as  expressed  in  the  Superior  Decree  of  ihis  day's  date,  inserted 
L^  5,  acoompanied  by  me,  the  Notary  present,  proceeded  from  tiie  quarter  of  Jesus  Maria  to  that 
1  Laxaro,  to  the  street  of  the  Prado  on  the  Paseo,  outside  the  city,  and  the  bouse  No.  61,  for  the 
i  of  aeoomplishing  the  orders  contained  in  the  above-mentioned  Decree,  wliich  is  in  conformity 
4he  preceding  opinion ;  end  on  arriving  there  and  finding  its  doors  closed,  knocked  several  times, 
*<upun  a  coloured  man  appeared  and  stated  that  no  one  lived  in  the  said  house,  and  that  in  order 
kler  it  it  was  necessary  to  pass  through  the  front  of  No.  84,  in  the  Calle  del  Consulado,  which  is  a 
frVs  shop.     Upon  this  we  went  immediately  to  the  said  house  in  the  Calle  del  Consulado,  and 
^  introduced  as  far  as  the  principal  room  of  No.  61,  on  the  Paseo,  and  into  the  first  and  second 
s,  there  were  sundry  plank  couches  which  covered  the  floor,  upon  which  it  appeared  sundry 

[)e8  had  rested  on  the  previous  days,  accoi'ding  to  the  statement  of  Don  Jos6  Cabr^,  the  master 

^^^  '^-^Sse  bakers  shop  in  the  Calle  del  Consulado,  through  which  we  entered,  and  which  communicates 

^''^^t^^   No.  61,  oil  the  Paseo,  by  means  of  an  alley  which  unites  them  at  either  end ;  and  in  the  third 

'^^^^^^"■zn,  opening  into  the  yard  of  the  house  No.  61,  on  the  Paseo,  were  found  lying  on  the  floor  9  intelli- 

S^Bi^-t  negroes  (negros  ladinos)^  who  declared  themselves  to  be  the  property  of  Don  Pedro  Francisco 

X ^^^^^  a^  belonging  to  an  estate  of  his  at  a  place  called  Arroyo  Apolo,  this  individual  b^ing  engaged 

^^     oommerce  in  this  city,  and  also  as  principal  exchange  broker.     They  stated  that,  being  ill,  their 

^*^«k3ter  had  brought  them  here  to  be  bured.     And  in  order  to  ascertain  the  truth,  the  Judge  of  the 

X^v^esent  Commission  directed  that  upon  the  oath  of  religion  Don  Jos^  Cabr^  should  be  examined 

^^   to  these  partic^ilars,  as  also  Don  Pedro  Francisco  Vilch,  the  negro  who  first  answered   their 

^^l,  and  as  many  other  persons  as  shell  be  required  to  discover  the  truth ;  that  the  Citations  be 

^^9Mle  out;  and  that  whatever  other  steps  and  proceedings  may  be  necessary  be  adopted.    Ttius  he 

"directed  and  signed  in  my  presence,  of  which  I  certify. 

(Signed)  MANUEL  DE  MOYA. 

Before  me,  CARLOS  COLON. 

Another. 

In  the  ward  of  San  Lazaro,  outskle  of  this  Most  Faithful  City  of  Havana,  on  the  19th  June,  1837, 
Ittfeie  tbe«aid  District  Judge  of  the  present  Commission,  and  me,  the  Notary,  appeared  Don  Jos^ 
Calnr^,  native  of  Palma,  in  Majorca,  an  inhabitant  of  this  ward,  a  bachelor,  employed  as  master  of  a 
baker  s  shop,  and  50  years  of  age,  who  made  oath  according  to  law,  upon  which  he  promised  to 
declare  the  truth ;  and,  being  examined  as  to  the  particulars  considered  necessary,  stated  that,  about 
8  days  ago,  Don  Pedro  Francisco  Vilch  brought  18  or  20  negroes  from  his  estate,  who  had  sores  and 
other  disorders  to  i^ure,  ancf  placed  them  in  the  same  house  in  which  were  seen  the  9  who  have  not 
yet  recovered  from  their  diseases ;  the  whole  of  them  being  intelligent  negroes  (ladinos),  and  belonging 
to  him :  that  he  has  been  sending  them  back  as  they  recovered ;  the  plunk-couches  which  remain  in  the 
first  and  second  rooms  of  the  before-mentioned  house,  whose  entrance  is  on  the  Paseo,  having  been 
used  by  them.  Being  questioned  as  to  whether  he  knows  that,  in  the  house,  No.  61,  Calle  del  Prado, 
or  the  Paseo,  on  the  15th  instant,  there  were  bozal  negroes  for  sale,  and  whether  any  of  them  were 
sold,  and  to  whom  they  belonged,  and  by  what  individual  their  sale  was  efiVcted,  he  replied  that  there 
was  no  such  thing;  but  it  happened  that,  as  the  number  of  sick  negroes,  although  not  seriously  so, 
amounting  to  18  or  20,  were  publicly  exposed,  several  persons,  moved  by  curiosity,  came  to  the  house, 
and  soaie  even  inquired  if  they  were  for  sale ;  and  also  several  other  persons,  friends  of  Vilch,  came 
to  see  them,  but  not  because  they  were  to  be  sold  ;  and,  in  fact,  no  sale  was  effected.  And  he  declares 
that  what  he  has  stated  is  the  truth,  in  virtue  of  the  oath  he  took.  His  declaration  was  read  over  to 
him,  which  he  allowed  to  be  correctly  and  faithfully  written  down,  and  then  signed  it,  together  with 
the  Captain ;'  of  which  1  was  witness. 

(Signed)  MANUEL  DE  MOYA. 

JOSE  CABRE. 
Before  me,  CARLOS  COLON. 

Another, 
In  th^  ward  of  San  Lazaro,  without  the  walls  of  the  Most  Faithful  City  of  Havana,  on  the 
19th  June,  1637,  before  the  said  J^istrict  Judge,  and  me,  the  Notary,  appeared,  on  being  called,  the 
negro  JostS  Joaquim  Palacios,  native  of  this  city,  a  slave  of  Dona  Maria  de  Jesus  Palacios,  17  years 
of  age,  and  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  calesero,  to  whom  the  oath  was  administered  according  to  law, 
upon  which  he  promised  to  declare  the  truth ;  and,  being  examined  on  such  particulars  as  were  deemed 
proper,  he  deposed  that,  by  order  of  Don  Jos^  Cabre,  imder  whose  care  he  is  placed,  he  went  to  the 
estate  of  Don  Pedro  Francisco  Vilch,  at  Arroyo  Apolo,  and  brought  from  thence  about  20  negroes, 
who  were  sick  slaves  of  Don  Pedro,  in  order  to  their  being  cured  at  the  house  where  he  first  spoke 
with  the  Judge  who  questions  him ;  of  which  negroes  only  9  remain,  because  the  others,  having 
recovered,  were  carried  away  ^ain  by  tlie  said  Don  Pedro.  Being  asked  whether,  in  the  same  house 
in  which  the  remaining  9  now  are,  there  were,  on  the  15th  instant,  bozal  negroes,  who  were  being 
publicly  sold,  he  replied  that  there  were  not ;  but  that,  as  there  were  so  many  in  the  house,  several 
gentlemen  came  to  see  them,  thinking  they  were  hozoXes  for  sale ;  but  they  were  all  ladinos^  and  slaves 
of  Doh  Pedro,  who  iiad  brought  them  here  to  be  cured ;  and  that  nothing  else  -occurred.  And, 
declaring  the  above  to  be  the  truth,  upon  his  oath,  it  was  read  over  to  him,  and  he  confirmed  it,  but 
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did  not  sign,  because,  as  he  said,  he  knew  not  how ;  wherefore  the  Captain  signed  for  him ;  of  whidi 
I  witness. 

(Signed)  MANUEL  DE  MOYA. 

Before  me,  CARLOS  COLON, 

Another, 
In  the  ward  of  San  Lazaro,  without  the  walls  of  the  Most  Faithful  City  of  Havana,  on  the  19th  Jane, 
1837,  before  the  said  District  Judge,  and  me,  the  Notary,  appeared,  on  citation,  Don  Pedro  Francirto 
Vilch,  native  of  Majorca,  inhabitant  and  merchant  of  this  capital,  a  bachelor,  and  25  years  of  afe^ 
whose  oath  was  received  according  to  law,  upon  which  he  promised  to  declare  the  truth ;  and,  being 
examined  as  to  the  tenor  of  the  declarations  resulting  from  these  proceedings,  and  other  particulars 
considered  necessary,  he  deposed  that,  in  fact,  it  is  all  quite  correct  that  has  been  stated, — that  several 
negroes,  belonging  to  him,  and  off  of  an  estate  likewise  his  property,  having  fallen  sick,  he  caused 
them  to  be  brought,  on  the  11th  instant,  to  a  house  belonging  to  Dr.  Manuel  Cao,  being  No.  61,  in 
the  Calle  del  Prado,  for  the  purpose  of  curing  them  sooner  than  could  be  done  in  the  country;  in 
which  house  there  were  still  remaining  9  of  them,  who  have  not  quite  ^recovered ;  the  whole  having 
been  brought  hither  by  the  coloured  man,  Jos(J  Joaquin  Palacios.  Being  asked  if  he  disposed  of,  at 
the  before-mentioned  place,  any  of  these  negroes,  or  if  he  is  aware  that  there  were  bozal  negroes  in 
the  same  house,  on  the  15lh  instant,  who  were  publicly  sold,  and  if  so,  !o  declare  what  he  knows  on 
.  this  particular  subject,  he  replied  that  no  sale  whatever  was  effected,  nor  did  there  exist,  in  the  place 
iu  question,  any  other  negroes  than  what  he  had  stated  as  being  all  his  property ;  but,  as  the  deponent 
and  several  of  his  friends  go  there  every  day  to  see  them,  persons  have  not  been  wanting  who  thought 
they  were  bozales  for  sale ;  and  even  many  have  come  to  make  the  inquiry  of  him ;  but  they  Were 
informed  of  the  contrary.  Being  asked  what  physician  attended  his  slaves  in  their  illness,  and  who 
attends  them  at  present,  he  stated  Ihat  no  physician  attended  them,  because,  their  disorders  being  very 
slight,  a  Uttle  rest  was  sufficient,  together  with  some  household  remedy,  to  restore  them.  And, 
declaring  the  above  to  be  the  truth,  upon  his  oath,  he  read  it  over,  stating  it  to  be  farthtully  written 
down,  and  signed  with  the  Captain ;  of  which  I  witness. 

(Signed)  MANUEL  DE  MOYA. 

PEDRO  FRANCISCO  VILCH. 
Before  me,  CARLOS  COLON. 

Another, 
In  the  ward  of  San  Lazaro,  without  the  walls  of  the  Most  Faithful  City  of  the  Havana,  on  the 
19th  June,  1837,  the  before-mentioned  Captain,  accompanied  by  me,  the  Notary,  went  to  the  house 
next  door  to  No.  61,  Calle  del  Prado,  and  finding  there  Don  Cirilo  Castejon,  native  of  Majorca,  an 
inhabitant  of  the  ward  in  which  he  occupies  the  house  in  which  he  is  examined,  a  bachelor,  clerk  of  a 
'mercantile  house,  and  19  years  of  age,  to  whom  was  administered  the  oath,  according  to  law,  upon 
which  he  promised  to  state  the  truth;  and,  being  examined  with  respect  to  particulars  considered 
necessary,  he  declared  that  he  is  certain  that,  in  the  next  house,  No.  61,  there  have  not  been  any  other 
negroes  than  about  20  laddnosy  sick,  the  property  of  Don  Francisco  Vilch ;  and  that  he  is  equally 
certain  that,  on  the  15th  of  the  month,  there  were  no  bozal  negroes  in  the  house  just  mentioned, 
neither  was  there  a  sale  of  any  class  of  negroes ;  for,  on  that  very  day,  the  1 5th,  he  did  not  go  out 
anywhere ;  but,  from  time  to  time,  he  went  to  see  the  negroes,  and  to  chat  with  other  persons  who 
went  for  the  same  purpose  in  company  with  their  master.  And  he  declares  all  he  has  stated  to  be 
true,  according  to  the  oath  he  has  taken.  He  read  hfs  deposition,  declaring  it  to  be  correct  and 
faithfully  taken  down,  and  signed  it,  together  with  the  District  Judge  of  the  present  Commission;  of 
which  I  certify. 

(Signed)  MANUEL  DE  MOYA. 

CIRILO  CASTEJON. 
Bipfore  me,  CARLOS  COLON. 

Another. 
In  the  ward  of  San  Lazaro,  without  the  walls  of  the  Most  Faithful  City  of  Havana,  on  the 
19th  June,  1837,  before  the  same  Captain,  and  me,  the  Notary,  was  brought  one  of  the  negroes  of 
those  existing  in  the  house.  No.  61,  in  the  Calle  del  Prado,  or  I^seo,  outskle  the  walls,  to  whom  was 
administered  the  oath,  according  to  law,  upon  which  he  promised  to  declare  the  truth ;  and,  in  con- 
sequence, he  was  examined  as  to  the  following  particulars.  Being  asked  what  are  his  Christian  and 
surnames,  his  age,  state,  calling,  and  condition,  and  where  is  his  native  place  and  residence,  he  deposed 
that  his  name  is  Juan  Crisostomo ;  that  he  is  a  slave  of  Don  Pedro  Francisco  Vilch,  a  bachelor, 
a  labourer  on  an  estate  of  his  master  at  Arroyo  Apolo,  of  the  Lucumi  nation,  and  about  45  years  of 
age.  .  Being  asked  why  he  is  in  this  place,  and  by  whose  order,  with  whom  he  came,  and  how  long 
ago,  he  stated  that  the  deponent  and  about  26  of  his  companions,  who  were  all  sick  at  the  estate  in 
Arroyo  Apolo,  were  sent  for  by  their  master,  who  sent  to  fetch  them  the  chino  (coloured  man),  Jos($, 
of  the  baker's  shop,  on  Saturday  of  last  week,  that  they  might  be  cured  here,  in  the  Havana ;  and 
that,  already,  nearly  the  whole  of  them  have  returned  to  the  estate  well,  and  that  only  8  of  his  com- 
panions remain,  who  are  now  also  well,  but  who  have  not  yet  returned  because  their  master  had  not 
sent  for  them.  Being  asked  if  he  had  seen,  if  he  knew,  or  had  heard  say,  that  there  were  bozal 
negroes,  last  week,  in  the  same  house,  and  for  sale  to  the  public,  he  replied  in  the  negative,  since  they 
who  were  there  were  only  the  deponent  and  his  companions,  as  he  has  already  stated ;  but  that  many 
gentlemen  entered  to  inquire  if  they  were  for  sale,  because,  there  being  so  many  of  them,  and  the 
street  door  open,  they  thought  so.  Being  asked  if  they  were  cured  by  a  medical  man,  and  if  he  knows 
how  he  was  named,  he  stated  that  they  were  not,  but  that  they  themselves  prepared  borrage  or  white 
mallows  to  drink,  by  direction  of  their  master ;  and  some  of  them  took  purges,  that  their  master  himself 
gave  them,  of  castor-oil,  which  cmred  them  of  the  chest  complaint,  with  which  most  of  them  were  ill. 
And  he  declared  that  he  had  stated  the  truth,  upon  his  oath.  And  his  declaration  wjis  read  to  him» 
which  he  said  was  correct ;  but  did  not  sign,  as  he  said  he  could  not,  wherefore  the  Captain  signed 
for  him ;  of  which  I  certify. 

(Signed)  MANUEL  DE  MOYA. 

Before  me,  CARLOS  COLON. 
Another. 
In  the  ward  of  the  San  Lazaro,  ^jrithout  the  walls  of  the  Most  Faithful  City  of  Havana,  on  tfa^Jttth 
June,  1837,  before  the  said  Captain  and  me,  the  Notary,  was  brought  another  negro  of  thos  ^^^^ 
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lug  in  the  house  No.  61,  Calle  del  Prado,  in  this  ward,  to  whom  was  administered  the  oath  according 
to  law ;  upon  which  he  promised  to  tell  the  truth,  and  in  consequence  he  was  questioned  as  follows : — 
What  are  your  Christian  and  surnames,  where  bom  and  dwelling,  how  old,  what  state,  calling,  and 
condition.  He  replied,  that  his  nami  is  Mateo  Vilch,  that  he  is  a  native  of  Africa,  of  the  Lucumi 
nation,  about  82  years  of  age,  a  slave  of  Don  Pedro  Vllch,  a  bachelor,  and  a  labourer  on  the  estate  of 
)U8  master?  Being  asked  why  he  is  in  this  place,  when  he  came  to  it,  and  with  whom,  he  replied, 
it  being  ill  with  a  complaint  of  the||iest,  his  master  sent  the  coloured  man,  Josc^,  to  fetch  him  on 
nurday  of  last  week,  and  .that  there  came  with  the  deponent  more  than  half  of  his  companions  on 
r^e  estate  tp  be  cured.  Being  asked  if  he  has  seen,  knows,  or  has  heard  say,  that  in  the  same  house 
there  were  bosal  negroes  for  sale  to  the  public,  he  stated  that  there  have  been  no  others  in  the  house 
but  the  deponent  and  his  companions ;  that  they  have  all  been  a  long  time  in  this  country,  but  as  there 
were  so  many  of  them,  and  tlie  street-door  open,  persons  passing  by  thought  they  were  bozales^  and 
many  gentlemen  entered  to  look  at  them,  but  that  no  one  was  sold,  nor  was  there  any  sale  of  bozales. 
And  he  declared  the  above  to  be  the  truth  upon  his  oath,  and  that  it  was  correctly  taken  down,  but  did 
not  sign  because,  as  he  said,  he  knew  not  how.    The  Capitan  therefore  signed  for  him,  and  I  certify. 

(Signed)        MANUEL  DE  MOYA. 
Before  me,  CARLOS  COLON. 

In  the  ward  of  Jesus  Maria,  outside  the  walls  of  the  Always  Most  Faithful  City  of  Havana,  on  the 
19tb  June,  1837,  the  Capitan,  Judge  in  the  present  Case,  stated  that  these  proceedings  being  com- 
pleted a»  much  as  possible,  they  should  be  remitted  with  an  Official  Letter  to  his  Excellency,  in 
obedience  to  his  orders,  and  for  the  proper  purposes  this  will  be  deposited  as  a  voucher;  of  which  I 
certify.  (Signed)  MOYA. 

COLON. 

A  true  Copy  of  the  originals,  which  I  returned  to  the  Civil  Secretary's  Office,  and  to  which  I  refer ; 
and  in  obedienoato  orders  I  caused  the  present  copy  to  be  made. — Havana,  28th  June,  1837. 

(Signed)  MANUEL  AY  ALA. 


No.  87. 
HU  Mqfesty^s  Commissioners  to  discount  Palmerston. — {Received  Sept  13.) 

My  Lord»  Havanay  ZOth  June,  1837. 

We  beg  to  transmit  the  Lists  of  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  slave- vessels  • 
which  have  come  to  our  knowledge  during  the  month  pabt. 

Arrivals. 


8th  June,  Portuguese  brig   "  Diligente,**            — 

—  Acosta,     Master. 

10th      ,. 

„      **  Hercules,*            — 

—  Ferreira        „ 

14th      „             „      ' 

„       «  Triunfo,"               - 

—  Cardoso         „ 

20th      „ 

„      **  Maria  Teresa,''     — 
Departures. 

—  Mayo            „ 

3d  June,  Portuguese  brig 

"  Matilda" 

Cleared  for  Loanda. 

13th    „      American       ^ 

"  Morris  Cooper'* 

„        Isla  del  Principe, 

„       „      Spanish          „ 

"  Aguila  Veugadora" 

„         Madagascar. 

16th    „      Portuguese  schooner 

"  Liberal" 

„        Isla  del  Principe. 

19th  June  American  schooner 

"  Terrible''      * 

Cleared  for  Cape  de  Verde. 

26th    „      Portuguese  ship. 

'«  Amelia" 

„         Mozambique. 

27th    ,9       Spauish  schooner. 

•«  Nueva  Amable  Salome" 

„         Cape  de  Verds. 

Several  vessels  have  succeeded  in  landing  cargoes,  the  names  of  which  we  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain ;  but  the  present  reduced  price  of  bozal  negroes  leaves  no 
doubt  that  the  importations  have  of  late  been  considerable. 

"W^e  have  &c« 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  88. 
His  Majesty* s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Sept.  13.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  30tk  June,  1837. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  amend  and 
consolidate  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,"  we  have  the 
honour  to  enclose  a  Return  of  the  Cases  adjudicated  in  this  Mixed  Court  during 
the  last  6  months. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  J^ht^t  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  Q.C.B. 
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Enclostire  in  No.  88. 


Return  of  Spanuh  Slate- l^ts&eh  brought  before  the  Mixed  Court  at  the  HaDanaJhr.Adjuditmtion 
between  the  Ut  January  and  the  30th  June,  1837. 


Name  of 
the  Vessel. 

Date  of 
Svizare. 

Property 
seized. 

Name  of 
Sioaor. 

EMeof 
Sentence. 

tiecreta)  part  of  Sesttace, 
vtttthfsrPor&ituieor  BMtMioB. 

General 
Laborde. 

16  Dec. 
1836. 

Bri^antine. 
Cargo  of  tobacco. 

Ldcut.  Geo.  Bynsr, 
commanding  His 
Majesty's 
schooner  Pincher. 

17  Jan. 
1837. 

Caie  referred  to  arbitra- 
lion,  and  sentence  of 
restitution  pronounced 
by  a  majority  of  the 
Court. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 


No.  89. 
His  Majesty* s  Comtriissioners  to  discount  Palmerston, — {Received  Sejpt,  13.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  26th  July,  1837. 

We  beg  leave  to  refer  to  our  Despatch  of  the  22d  of  June,  reepeoting  the 
detention  of  the  Spanish  slave-schooner  '^Matilde''  by  the  Spanish  man-of-war 
"  Teresita^  We  regret  that  it  is  not  yet  in  our  power  to  furnish  your  Lordship 
with  any  satisfactory  information  relative  to  this  detention.  On  the  6th  of  July 
the  Judges  of  the  Mixed  Court  addressed  another  Letter  to  the  Captain-General, 
referring  his  Excellency  to  the  1st  Stipulation  of  Article  7  to  the  Treaty  of  the 
28th  June,  1835,  in  accordance  Avith  which  they  demanded  the  immediate  delivery 
of  the  Case  for  adjudication  before  this  Tribunal.  His  Excellency  issued. a  man- 
date to  that  eflFect  to  the  Marine  Department,  but  the  usual  slowness  of  that  De- 
partment^ together  with  the  delay  consequent  upon  the  distance  between  this  city 
and  Santiago  de  Cuba  is  the  only  reason  that  Mr.  Schenley  can  assign  for  the 
delay,  he  having  understood  distinctly  from  the  Captain-General  that  the  Case 
shoidd  be  deUvered  over  for  adjudication  before  the  Mixed  Court. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Rif^ht  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.  C.B, 

Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


9r 
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No.  90. 

His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston, — (Received  Sept.  13.) 

(Extract.)  Havana,  July  3lst,  1837. 

A  SAFE  opportunity  presenting  to  forward  a  Despatch  to  England,  ]\Ir. 
Schenley  avails  himself  of  it  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
the  Captain-General  to  the  Judges  of  the  Mixed  Court,  which  came  to  hand  the 
day  after  the  sailing  of  His  Majesty's  packet  for  England.  Your  Lordship  wiH.\. 
perceive  by  this  Communication  that  the  demand  of  the  Judges  to  have  the  case  of 
the  ''Matilde''  delivered  over  for  adjudication  before  the  Mixed  Court,  has  been 
acceded  to ;  and  that  the  necessary  orders  to  that  effect  have  been  issued  under  the 
directions  of  the  Captain-General  by  the  Chief  of  the  Marine  Depai-tmeut. 


Enclosure  in  No.  90. 
The  Captain-General  to  the  Mixed  Commimon. 


(Translation.) 

Most  Excellent  Sir,  Havana,22d  July ^  1637. 

THE*Commandant-General  of  Marine  on  this  Station  writes  me,  under  date  of  the  15th  inst» 
as  follows : —  * 

"  Most  Excellent  Sir, — Having  referred  to  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Auditor  of  War  of  the  Marine 
of  this  Station  your  Excellency's  Official  Letter  of  the  12th  instant,  and  the  antecedent  ones  which 
accompanied  it,  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  schooner  '  Matilde^  by  the  pilot-boat  •  Teresita,'  he 
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has  giTen  it  hi  the  Mlowiag  terms  .*-^*'fi€iior^CoininaiM}aBit«6cneral» — From  the  copies  of  tiie  Docu- 
ments transmHled  b^^  his  Excellency  the  Prosident-Goyertior  and  Captain-General  in  his  Official 
Letter  of  th^  l^h  instant,  it  appears  that  yours  of  the  15th  of  last  month,  euclosinir  my  advice  and 
report  of  the  pvooeediiigs  adopted  at  Cuba  in  cousequence  of  the  detention  of  the  schooner  '  McUilde^^ 
was  forwarded  to  the  Mixed  Court,  who  do  not  even  make  mention  of  these  antecedents  in  their  reso- 
hition  or  decree  of  the  12th  of  the  previous  month,  which  was  enclosed  to  yo>^hy  his  Excellency  the 
Captatir-Ctenemi  in  his  Official  Letter  of  the  SQth  of  the  same  month.  Cqusidering  this  silence  of 
the  Mhsd  Court,  and  remaining  of  course  firm  in  my  principles,  since  the  reasons  upon  which  I 
founded  my  report  of  the  8th  of  last  month  have  not  been  weakened,  I  ought  immediately  to  insist  on 
my  advice  already  given ;  but  taking  into  consideration  that  it  involves  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  nation, 
an  ally  and  firiend  of  our  own,  that  the  subject  is  a  serious  one,  and  that  it  is  desirable,  by  means  of 
your  authority  to  remove  even  the  slightest  shadow  of  interest  or  partiality  towards  the  Officer  com- 
mandinir  the  pilot-boat  *  Teresia  ;'  I  opine  that  the  Commandant  of  the  Port  of  Cuba  should  be  im- 
mediately directed  to  send  to  this  port,  without  delay,  and  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Mixed  Court 
the  schooner  *  Matildfy  vrith  her  crew,  under  a  suitable  escort,  without  prejudice  to  Her  Majesty  being 
inforayed  of  what  has  taken  place,  in  order  that  she  may  deign  to  decide  upon  the  line  of  conduct  to 
be  pursued  in  similar  cases,  particularly  calling  Her  Royal  attention  to  the  circumstance  of  the  Mixed 
Couit  Inevibi^  rdined  to  take  your  commumcations  into  consideration,  whose  authority  it  appears  to  dis- 
own, when  stating  that  it  can  only  acknowledge  that  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Captain- 
General.  That  therefore  a  report  of  the  proceedings  be  made  by  the  Notary  and  laid  before  you ; 
and,  finally,  that  his  Excellency  the  Captain-Generars  Official  Letter  of  the  Itih  instant  be  replied 
to,  inserting  this  advtee  therein,  should  it  merit  your  approval— ^Havana,  I5th  July,  1887. 

(Signed)  •  ANA&TASJO  CARILLO.' 

^  Ajid  having  confiurmed  thereto  by  decree  of  this  day's  date,  I  insert  it  to  your  Excellency  for  your 
information  and  in  reply.'* 

And  I  transcribe  it  to  your  Ehceetlency  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Mixed  Court  for  the  proper 
IpoipMea. 

God  preserve  you  mai^  year& 

ifti  BxceUenctf  the  Conde  de  Ferwmdina,  (Signed)  MIGU£;L  TACON* 

and  the  oiier  MemberB  of  ike  Mixed  Courts 

4^»  4^»  ^» 

No.  91. 
Hit  lUt^Hy^s  Omimmwmert  to  Vi$c&unt  Pdhnerttmi. — {Received  Sept.  15.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  BUt  July,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  transmit  enclosed  a  List  of  the  names  of  such  slave-^ 
vessels  ^  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  during  the  past  month,  which  have  sailed 
from  and  arrived  at  this  port. 

We  beg  leave  to  state  that  on  the  29th  of  June  a  vessel,  named  the  "  TraMoh,'' 
und^  •AiStnan  e^urs,  arrived  at  this  port  from  the  Coast  of  Africa.  She  was 
eoDsigned  to  the  French  CJonsul,  who,  being  prohibited  by  his  Government  from 
engaging  in  commerce,  placed  her  in  the  hands  of  Mangoaga  and  Co.,  notorious 
^ve^d^Uert.  She  is  now  publicly  advertised,  and  is  loading  to  return  to  the  Coast 
of  Africa. 

We  have  likewise  been  inf<m»ed,  upon  good  authority,  that,  under  the  supposi- 
tion of  the  accession  of  Portugal  to  the  Equipment  Article,  the  slave-dealers  being 
thereby  driven  from  the  succour  they  at  present  receive  from  that  flag,  are  about  to 
use  extensively  the  flag  of  Austria,  to  secure  them  against  capture  by  His  Majesty  s 
cruizef's,  when  foimd  equipped  for  the  Slave  Trade, 

Mr.  Schenley  has  great  satisfaction  in  acquainting  your  Lordship  that  one  of  the 
persons  most  deeply  engaged  in  this  nefarious  commerce  admittea,  unequivocally, 
^tt  the  general  ad<^tion  of  the  Equipment  Article  must  put  an  end  to  the  Slave 
j&ade,ataU  events  so  far  as  is  connected  with  this  distant  voyage,  itl)eing  impos- 
«fcle  fwr  ilave-vessels  to  convey  cargoes  of  n^roes  across  the  Atlantic  without  a 
large  and  easily  distingiushable  supply  of  water  and  provisions. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

^  R.  R.  MADDEN. 

The  Right  Mm.  FUcomt  PeHmertUm,  G.C.B. 
^c.  8f€.  Sfc. 

^       

Enclosure  in  No.  91. 
Arrival. 
17th  July  Portuguese  schooner  **Ligwa/*  Miguel  Antonio^  Master. 

DeparturtB. 
mjaly,  Spanish  brig  "Irene''  .  Cleared  for  the  PiUpinas. 

Mn    „      Portuguese  schooner  **  Gonstitucion'*  „  Isla  del  Principe, 

11th    „      American  „         "  George  Washington''  „  Cape  de  Verds, 
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Isla  de  Ore. 

9» 

Cape  de  Yerds. 

9f 

San  ToqmS. 

99 

Calabares. 

9) 

Ditto. 

»> 

Cape  de  Verds. 

9> 

Isla  del  Principe,  by 

*Manegat. 

128  HAVANA. 

13th  „  Portuguese       „  «*Triunfo  de  Cabo  Verde"  Cleared  for  San  Tonk5. 

14th  „  „  „  **  Dos  Hermanos*  -  -     .    - 

„  „  American  „  *' Perry" 

18th  „  Portuguese  brig  **  Maria  Teresa" 

261  h  „  „         schooner  **  Pnieba" 

27th  „  „  „  **  Segunda  Maria" 

28th  „  Spanish  brig  "  Emprendedor" 

29th  „  „      schooner  "  Josefita" 

♦  N.B.  The  same  person  who  purchased  the  "  Hyperion.' 

No.  92. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  J^iscount  Palmerston.— {Received  Sept.  15.) 

My  Lord,  '       Havana,  3lst  July,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  Copies  of  a  correspondence  between  His 
Majesty's  Commissioners  and  the  Captain-General,  relative  to  the  arrival  in  this 
Port  of  the  slave  vessel  "  Ligcra,'*  a  schooner  under  Portuguese  colours. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  of  the  15th  of  De- 
cember last,  which  acquAmts  us  that  it  is  our  "  imperative"  duty  to  call 
to  the  attention  of  the  Governor  all  Cases,  a&d  upon  all  occasions  on  which  we 
may  have  good  reason  to  think  that  the  laws  of  Spain  and  the  Treaties  with 
England  against  the  Slave  Trade  are  unexecuted,  we  have  not  hesitated  to  notice 
in  strong  terms  the  shameful  manner  in  which  this  Port  is  permitted  to  be  made 
the  rendezvous  for  the  equipment  of  slave  vessels,  especially  those  sheltered  by  the 
Portuguese  flag,  and  although  the  Acting  Judge  has  been  infoimed  that  the 
Captain-GenerfS  has  expres^d  a  contrary  opinion,  yet  we  trust  that  the  line  of 
conduct  which  has  been  pursued  relative  to  the  **  Ldgera**  may  meet  with  your 
Lordship's  approval. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Paknerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  92. 

His  MajeiU/s  CommUsioners  to  the  Capiain-General, 

Havana^  18/A  Ju/y,  1837. 
The  Undersigned,  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  for  the  suppression  of  the  ^lave 
Trade,  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  his  Excellency  the  Captain-General  that  it  will  be  their  doty  to 
inform  His  Majesty's  Government  of  the  arrival  in  this  Port  yesterday  of  the  schooner  "  Ligera^^* 
under  the  Portuguese  flag,  which  vessel  had  previous^  landed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Havana  420 
negroes,  brought  from  the  coast  of  Africa  to  be  sold  as  slaves  in  this  island. 

The  Undersigned  have  the  honour,  &c. 
His  Excellency  the  Caplcan-General.  (Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

^-c.  Sfc.  4-c.  R.R.  MADDEN. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  92. 

The  Captain-General  to  Hit  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

Translation. 

Gentlemen,  Havana^  22d  Jtdy^  1837. 

The  second  Assessor-General,  1st  ad  interim^  to  whom,  for  his  opinion,  I  referred  your  com- 
munication of  the  18th  instant,  reporting  the  arrival  at  this  Port  on  the  previous  day  of  the  schooner 
*'  lAgera^  imder  Portuguese  colours,  which  vessel  had  previously  landed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
city  420  negroes  from  Africa,  has  reported  to  me,  under  this  day's  date,  as  follows : — 

•*  Most  Excellent  Sir, — It  should  be  'stated  in  reply,  that  your  Excellency  is  informed  of  what  is 
communicated,  and  hopes  to  be  made  acquainted  with  proof  of  the  landing  of  the  negroes,  for  the  pur- 
poses corresponding  to  your  Excellency,  saving,  &c.'' 

And  I  agreeing  with  the  above  advice  insert  it  in  reply  to  your  above-mentioned  communication. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 
The  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty.  (Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  92. 

His  Majesty^  Commissioners  to  the  Captain-General. 

Haoana^  2Bth  Jaly,  1837. 
The  Undersigned,  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  have  the  honour  to  aciniowledge 
the  receipt  of  his  Excellency  the  Captain-General's  official  communication  of  the  ^2d  current,  calling^^ 
upon  theoi,  bf  the  advice  of  the  Assessor-Qeneral,  to  furnish  proofs  of  the  landing  of  the  negroes 
from  the  Portuguese  schooner  **  Ligera"  which  the  Undersigpied  had  the  honour  to  denounce  to  the 
Captain-General  on  the  18th  instant. 
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Tbe  Uuderaigfiied  beg  leave  to  state  in  reply  that  their  duty  as  British  Commissioners  extends 
only  to  putting  the  Captain-General  in  possession  of  the  facts  that  reach  them  connected  with  the 
carrying  on  of  the  Slave  Trade,  which  may  enable  his  Excellency,  through  the  vigilance  of  his  very 
effectual  police,  to  bring  to  punishment  the  miscreants  concerned  in  this  nefarious  commerce.  .And 
the  Undersigned  regret  that  they  have  felt  it  their  duty,  upon  a  full  conviction,  to  report  to  their 
Government  that  the  whole  of  the  vessels  which  frequent  this  harbour  under  the  Portuguese  flag  are 
solely  engaged  in  the  illegal  traffic  in  slaves. 

The  Undersigned  have  the  honour,  &c 
His  Excellency  the  Captmn- General,  (Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

*c.  S^c,  9fc.  II.  1«.  MADDEN. 

2!^ 

No.  93. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  PaimersUm. — {Received  September  16.) 

My  Lord;  Havana,  \6ih  August,  1837. 

Wb  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  (No.  7)  of  the  15th  May  last,  and,  in  reply,  to  transmit  Copies  of  the  Cor- 
respondence which  has  passed  upon  the  subject  of  it  between  His  Majesty's  Com- 
missioners and  tbe  Spanish  Commissioners  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  whereby 
your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  j^r  Spanish  colleagues  have  consented  to  the 
terras  of  the  alterations  proposed  W  be  made  in  the  Certificates  of  emancipation 
which  are  in  future  to  be  delivered  to  the  negroes  liberated  by  the  Decree  of  this 
Tribunal. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN, 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sic.  Sfc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  93. 
Hi»  Majesty*9  Commissionen  to  the  Spanish  Commissioners. 
Most  Excellent  Sia  and  Gentlemen,  Havana,  Sd  July,  1837. 

It  appearing  to  His  Majesty's  Government  that  the  Certificate  of  emancipation  delivered  to 
the  negro  emancipated  by  the  sentence  of  the  Mixed  Court  does  not  distinguish  with  sufficient  clear- 
ness which  of  the  2  Governments  it  is  to  whose  custody  and^care  the  negro  is  to  be  consigned ;  we 
have,  in  consequence,  received  instructions  from  Viscount  Palmerston  to  propose  to  your  Excellency 
and  the  other  Spanish  Members  of  this  Mixed  Court,  that  as,  according  to  the  Treaty  of  1835,  the 
negro  is  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  whose  cruizer  captured  the  vessel  in  which  he 
was  taken,  and  as  this  is  what  ought  to  be  expressed  in  the  Certificate,  the  words  **  El  Supremo  Gobi- 
emo,"  at  the  end  of  the  Certificate,  be  replaced  by  the  words  *'  El  Gtibiemo  de  Su  Magestad  Brl- 
tanica,"  or  **  Catolica,"  as  the  case  may  require. 

•  We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  -         E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
R.R.  MADDEN. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Conde  de  Femandina  and  the 
other  Spanish  Members  of  the  Mixed  Court, 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  93. 
The  Spanish  Commissioners  to  His  Majesty^s  Commssioners, 
GxNTLEMXN,  Havana,  lAth  August,  1837. 

It  being  evident  to  us  that  in  the  clause  (El  Supremo  Gobiemo^  inserted  in  the  Certificates 
of  emancipation,  is  comprehended  that  which  it  is  proposed  to  substitute,  viz.  El  Gobiernode  S.  M.  C. 
b  B,,  we  have  no  particular  objection  that  the  alteration  be  made  accordingly  in  future  cases,  since 
reference  being  made  in  the  said  Certificate  to  the  Government  to  which  the  cruizer  belongs  that 
made  the  detention,  which  rectifies  the  quotation  of  the  Treaty  of  the  28(h  June,  1835 ;  it  is  beyond  a 
doubt  that  the  superior  Government  referred  to  is  that  of  Her  Catholic  or  His  Britannic  Majesty,  to 
"Whichsoever  the  capturing  vessel  belongs.  With  which  we  reply  to  your  official  Letter  of  the  8d  July 
last 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 
(Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  FERNANDINA. 

JUAN  MONTALNO, 
To  E.  W.  H.  Schenley,  Esq.,  and  R.  JR.  Madden,  Esq.,  British 
Judge  and  Arbitrator  in  the  Mixed  Court. 

No.  94. 
Viscount  PaimersUm  to  Her  Majesty* s  Commissioners. 
(Extract.)  Fot^gn  Office,  \Qth  Septemhr,  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatches  to  that  of  the  2d  of  June. 
Class  A.  S 
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In  orderto  obmte  ^mcmipcsmeneewlu^  BMqr  aiiie  from  detetnkig  ^  negtMR 
on  board  the  slave-vessels,  until  aE  the  Forms  of  the  Court  are  complied  iridi^ 
I  have  requested  that  Instructions  may  be  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Golwiws  to  the  British  Superintendent^  to  t^e  cogniaance  of  «ach  case  ^a 
soon  as  the  sentence  is  signed,  and  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  alleviate  tiae  suffering 
of  the  negroes  during  their  unavoidable ,  detention  on  board,  by  supplying  them 
with  clothing,  noiurishment,  and  medicine,  without  waiting,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
*'  Empresa,'*  till  liie  negroes  are  formerly  made  over  to  his  care. 


No.  95. 

Her  MajeMiys  Commismner^  to  Viscount  Palmerstmi. — {Received  November  3.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  31#e  Attgust,  1837. 

The  enclosed  List  contains  the  names  of  the  slave-vessels  that  have  reached 
our  knowledge,  as  having  sailed  for  and  arrived  from  the  Coast  of  Africa  during  the 
past  moflith.  The  "  Trojsiboh,"  Captain  Sraaserick,  under  the  Austrian  flag,  we 
are  informed  carried  a  considerable  number  of  negroes  from  hence,  destin^  for 
San  Jos6,  a  settlement  upon  the  Coast  of  Africa.  Forty-four  of  these  persons  are 
stated  to  he  free  negroes;  and  the  declared  object  of  this  shipment -is  for  the 
formation  of  a  sugar  and  coffee  plantation  at  the  above  place,  the  whole  of  the 
negroes  being  agriculturists. 

We  hail  with  imfeigned  satisfiew^tion  the  prospect  of  an  industry  being  promoted 
upon  the  African  shores,  which,  if  successful,  will  strike  deeply  at  the  root  «f  tlie 
inhuman  Slave  Trade,  which  at  present  desolates  them. 

"We  have   &cc 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
Right^Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstony  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc.. 


Enclosure  in^No.  95. 

List  of  Departwres  during  the  Monih  of  Augusts 

August    5th,  Porltigr»»«s«  l^riff     **Forlnna*'        ...      .  Cleared  for  S«i  Twn^. 
„       19th,  Spanish  schooner  "  Famosa  Estrella'*      .     .  „  IflJa  dd  Principe. 

„       21st,  American  brig        "  Teazer" »  v 

„       22d,    Austrian      „         **Trasibolo"      .      •     .     .  „  Goree. 

'Arrived. 
August  14th,  Portuguese  schooner  **  Destemida.** 


No.  96. 

Her  Maje^'s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Paimerston. — {Received  Novemier  3.) 

My  Lord^  Havana,  I3th  Sef^ember,  1837. 

On  the  dOth  of  August,  Lieutenant  Hunt,  of  Her  Majestj'fi  aioop  ^  Racer/* 
brought  into  this  port,  for  adjudication,  the  Spanish  merchant-schooner  *'  Anionica^* 
Geronimo  Giscafre,  Master.  This  vessel  was  detained  by  the  "Racer,"  CJom- 
mander  James  Hope,  on  the  7th  of  June  kst,  while  sailing  under  Portuguese 
colours,  for  having  on  board  183  African  negroes  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold  as 
slaves  in  this  Island. 

The  necessary  forms  having  been  gone  through,  on  the  6th  instant  the  IVfixed 
Court  met  to  examine  the  Documents  and  Evidence  in  the  Case ;  and,  on  the  1 1th 
sefitenee  was  «igned,  declaring  the  "  Antoniea'*  to  be  a  good  and  legal  prize  to 
Her  Majesty's  sloop  "  Racer,"  condemning  the  vessel  to  be  dealt  with  according 
to  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty,  and  that  the  183  Africans  are  to  remain  free  from 
slavery  or  captivity  ;  also  that  the  British  Judge  is  ^*  to  make  known  to  the  proper 
Authorities  that  th^  ought  to  remit  the  descriptions  of  the  said  slaves  in  fonii»  aod 
upon  oath,  to  this  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  which  will  assign  to  them  th«r  Cer- 
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cf  BBnoMSpetioi^^vUdilpitt  lie  enttwJ  in  the  pvofer  Uok  ia  the  Seose^ 

We  have  the  l^onour  to  transmit  to  Abstract  of  iJie  Evidence  and  Conies  of  the 
Documeiits  which  were  produeed  be&re  the  Court  upon  this  trial,  ^the^  eossist 
of  •  Letter  from  CenjMuidar.  Hey^  to  the  Judgiee  of  the  Mixed  Coiut^  detailing 
Ae  eircmnstances  of  *Ate  capture;  ^e Captor's  ]>M;laration  ;  a  Certificate  of  the 
necessity  for  landing  the  slaves ;  the  Receipt  of  Ihe  ad  interim  Grovemor  of  the 
BahamiMi,  for  183  Africans  bdon^^  to  the  '^jintemica  ;'*  the  Letter  of  the  Prize 
Mnrter,  at  iSofd  tioie  of  bringing  the  shw's  Papers  into  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice ;  & 
Copy  of  the  sentence,  and  a  Copy  of  the  communication  addressed  hy  tiie  Acting 
Judge  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Bahamas,  requesting  to  be  supplied  wi& 
the  descriptions  of  the  above  negroes. 

The  csrennstanoe  of  iihe  capture  of  the  '' jlntotiea"  having  been  made  under  the 
Treaty  with  PortugaXy  and  me  negroes  dealt  with  according  to  the  regulatiowBr 
approved  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  such  cases,  produced  a  temporary 
duerence  q£  (pinion  between  the  two  Judges.  The  Spanisn  Judge  asserted  that  a 
vMation  of  ^  4th  Article  of  Annex  A*  had  taken  place  by  knding  the  slaves 
^  without  the  permission  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,"  and  he  required  that  dicy 
should  be  brought  forthwith  to  the  Havana,  whereas  the  British  Judge  is  of  opinion 
that  the  words,  "  or  any  other  causes,"  contained  in  the  2d  stipulation  of  the  above 
Article,  sufficiently  cover  the  emergency,  especially  when  ''  a  Certificate,  in  proper 
form,"  of  the  necessity  of  the  disembarkation,  is  produced  before  the  Co^,  as  in 
tins  instance ;  consequently,  that  Commander  Hope  had  only  coimnitte^^n  unin* 
tentional  informality.  .We,  however,  respectfully  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  a 
^fadct  search  ought  to  be  proseoited  by  Her  Majesty's  cruizers  on  board  all  vessels 
IkiUe  t*  the  pro^sioos  of  the  Treaty ;  because,  in  many  cases  like  the  present  one» 
the  Spanish  character  would  be  at  once  ascertained;  moreover,  by  otrtoining 
possession  of  the  Correspondence  which  they  almost  invariably  carry,  many 
circuxnstances  would  be  hrcmglrt  to  light  highly  important  as  regards  the  originators 
of  these  eaterprizes,  as  well  as  the  supwession  of  the  traffic. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Fiseomni  Palmen^tM,  G.CM. 

4^.  £f€.  8fc.  ^  , 
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Abstract  of  the  Evidence  in  the  Ceue  of  the  **^  Antowica.** 

6th  SeptembeTy  18S7. 

Lieutenant  Hbhky  Hunt,  of  Her  M^iy's  bri|r  *'  Eaeer,"  and  Prize-Master  of  the  slave- 
'  schooner  '*  Antonica^*  being  duly  sworn,  examined  the  Documents  shown  to  him,  and  declared  the 
first  to  be  timt  delivered  to  him  by  Conmiander  Hope  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Judges,  and 
the  second  that  whick,  as  Prize-Master,  he  presented,  in  order  that  the  adjudication  might  proceed, 
sigDed  by  him^and  now  ratified.  That  the  other  Papers  or  Documents  also  shown  to  him  are  those 
mentioned  by  Commander  Hope  in  his  Letter  just  recognised  by  deponent,  and  are  as  follows :  4  in 
the  English  language,  3  in  Spanish,  and  7  in  Portuguese,  making  in  all  14.  That  of  the  four  first,  one 
is  die  Declaration  of  the  captor,  the  second  a  Certificate  showing  the  necessity  of  landing  the  bozal 
negroes,  the  third  the  Receipt  of  the  Acting  Go^Mtor  of  Nassau  for  the  bozal  tiegroes,  and  the  fourth 
the  Inventory  of  the  effects  of  the  vessel.  Of  theThree  in  Spanish,  the  first  is  the  Mnster-roll  of  the 
Mhined  schooner,  the  second  the  Royal  Passport,  and  the  third  the  Contrasena.  And  of  the  seven 
in  Portuguese,  the  first  is  the  Log-book,  which  being  well  examined,  is  foimd  to  be  written  in  Spa- 
nish ;  the  second,  the  Bill  of  Health,  in  Portuguese ;  -the  third  the  Muster-roll ;  the  fourth  a  Pfeper 
from  the  Custom-house,  stating  the  vessel  to  be  ready  for  sea,  and  comprising  the  attestation  of  the 
security ;  the  fifth  a  Petition  and  Permission  to  perform  the  voyage;  the  4jpth  j^ Passport  granted  by 
the  Government  of  San  Pablo  de  Loanda,  in  the  name  of  Her  Most  Faithf^JMajesty ;  and  the  seventh 
a  Title-deed  of  ownership  of  the  vessel.  That  having  examined  all  these  Ptf^rs  carefully,  deponent 
declares  them  to  be  the  same  Papers  that  were  delivered  to  him  by  the  capturing  Commander  to  lay 
before  the  Mixed  Court  as  necessary  for  the  decision  of  the  Case.  That  deponent  left  Commander 
Hope  at  Jamaica  about  the  15th  August  last,  and  came  to  this  port  without  touching  at  any  other 
placfe  than  Guayavon,  which  he  was  compelled  to  do  in  order  to  pump  out  the  vessel,  which  was 
making  a  great  quantity  of  water.  That  not  having  inlerfered  with  the  negroes  since  he  delivered 
them  up  he  is  ignorant  as  to  how  many  may  have  died.  That  from  the  conversation  of  the  detained 
^  Captain,  and  remarks  made  by  him  at  different  times,  deponent  suspected  liim  of  having  Spanish 
Papers,  and  required  him  to  give  them  up,  which  he  agreed  to  do,  whereupon  deponent  being  con- 
vinced of  their  correctness,  forthwith  returned  that  he  might  deliver  them  to  tjie  Commander  of  the 
*^  Aacer"  hnnsel^  which,  in  fact,  he  did  That  the  above  took  place  in  the  cabin,  none  other  of  the 
crew  being  present  or  cognizant  of  the  facts. 

DoA  dhrawmo  Qittafn^  native  of  the  city  of  Malaga,  a  bachelor,  by  profesakw  Mate*  aad  lu^tually 
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Captain  and  First  Mate  of  the  Spanish  schooner  *'  AnUmica^^^  beto^^uly  swvyrn,  deposed  Uiat  he  was 
brought  to  this  port  by  Lieutenant  Henry  Hunt  of  the  British  Royal  Navy,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mander of  the  English  brig  of  war  "  Racer/'  Mr.  James  Hope,  by  whom  he  was  detained  off  Cape 
Cruz  on  the  south  side  of  this  island,  for  having  bozal  negroes  on  board.  That  he  was  detained  on 
the  7th  June  last,  having  183  slaves  of  both  sexes  on  board.  That  he  embarked  the  said  183  slaves 
in  the  River  Congo,  on  Uie  Coast  of  Africa,  on  or  about  the  29th  April  last,  and  that  he  was  bound  to 
Trinidad  in  this  Island  of  Cuba.  That  be  sailed  from  this  port  of  Havana  on  the  SOth  June,  1836. 
That  the  cargo,  which  was  registered  in  the  Royal  Custom-house,  was  composed  of  cotton  goods, 
aguardiente,  muskets,  and  some  other  effects';  and  that  he  sailed  with  Spanish  Papers  despatched  by 
the  Comandaneia.  General  of  Marine  of  this  Station.  That  the  whole  of  his  cargo  was  exchanged  for 
the  above-mentioned  negroes,  no  part  whatever  remaining.  That  the  Spanish  Papers  numbered  f|rom 
1  to  3,  viz,  the  Muster-roll,  the  Royal  Passport,  and  the  CorUrasena  are  truly  the  Papers  that  he 
sailed  with  from  Havana  for  the  voyage  out  and  back  to  Trinidad  of  this  island.  That  when  the 
•*  Racer"  detained  the  **  Antoniea^'*  he  only  delivered  to  the  Commander  the  Portuguese  Papers,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  ordered  the  negroes  to  be  landed  at  Nassau,  which  was  donej  and  the  Prize« 
Master  pursued  his  voyage  according  to  the  orders  of  his  Commander,  during  which  the  investigatiouB 
and  suspicibns  of  this  Officer  obliged  deponent  to  produce  the  said  Spanish  Papers,  which  remained  ia 
his  possession  until  they  rejoined  the  *'  Racer,"  when  he  delivered  them  to  her  Commander,  Mr. 
James  Hope.  That  he  committed  an  error  in  not  delivering  to  Commander  Hope  at  the  time  of 
detention  the  Spanish  Papers,  but  only  the  Portuguese,  which  he  did,  thinking  he  would  not  be 
detained ;  but,  seeing  his  mistake,  and  acting  in  good  faith,  he  could  not  do  less  than  declare  the 
truth  to  the  Prize-Master  in  reply  to  his  interrogatories.  That  the  deponent  is  Captain  and  Super- 
cargo of  the  "  Antonica^*  as  already  stated,  and  that  the  Owner  is  Don  Manuel  A^ra,  although  he 
has  not  at  present  the  Deed  of  ownership,  which  he  might  find  among  his  Papers.  That  deponent  is 
83  years  of  age. 

Jo»e  Freyne^  a  native  of  Passages,  in  the  kingdom  of  Galicia,  married,  a  seaman  by  profession,  and 
actually  Boatswain  of  the  Spanish  schooner  *^  AntanieOt^*  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  that  the  ^  An* 
tonica^*  was^  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  brig  *'  Racer,'*  Commander  James  Hope,  off  Cape  Cruz,  on 
the  south  side  of  this  island,  for  having  bozal  negroes  on  board.  That  the  captured  schooner  was 
sent  with  a  Lieutenant  of  the  English  Navy  and  another  Officer,  whom  he  took  to  be  a  Midshipman, 
to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  to  land  the  slaves,  who  were,  in  fact,  landed.  That  the  Spanish  crew 
had  already  been  taken  on  board  the  capturing  brig,  excepting  only  the  Captain,  a  white  man,  whose 
name  he  does  not  recollect ;  a  negro  called  Jos^,  and  deponent,  who  remained  on  board  the  schooner. 
That  they  afterwards  returned  to  Cape  Cruz,  in  search  of  the  brig-of-war,  and  not  finding  her,  they 
went  on  to  Jamaica,  and  on  rejoining  her  there,  the  captor  directed  the  English  Officer  who  acted  as 
Prize-Master  to  bring  them  on  to  this  port.  That  there  were  183  negroes  alive  at  the  period  of  deten- 
tion, who  were  all  lefl  on  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  but  he  knows  not  if  any  of  them  died  after- 
wards. That  they  were  taken  on  board  in  the  River  Congo,  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  to  the  above- 
mentioned  number  of  183.  That  they  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  SOth  of  June  last  year  with  a  cargo 
of  cotton  goods,  aguardiente,  gunpowder,  and  other  articles,  and  with  Spanish  Papers.  That  the 
Captain  gave  him  the  situation  of  Boatswain.  That  they  sailed  direct  to  the  River  Congo.  That  as 
he  cannot  vmte,  he  knows  nothing  respecting  the  Papers,  except  that  he  heard  on  board  that  after 
embarking  the  negroes  in  the  River  Congo  they  went  to  San  Pablo  de  Loanda  to  get  Portuguese 
Papers,  which  were  those  presented  to  the  Captor  at  the  period  of  detention ;  but  that  after  landins^ 
the  negroes  in  New  Providence  the  Spanish  Captain  gave  up  to  the  English  Commander  the  Spanish 
Papers,  which  will  be  the  same  that  were  shown  to  him  without  his  being  able  to  distinguish  or  know 
them.  That  the  negroes  were  purchased  by  the  Captain,  but  he  knows  not  who  owns  them.  That 
no  part  of  the  outward  bound  cargo  remained  on  board.  That  the  detention  was  made  in  the 
month  of  June,  and,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  on  the  7th  day  thereof,  although  he  cannot  be 
certain  as  to  the  date.  That  the  negro  Joai  is  not  one  of  those  taken  on  board  in  the  River  Congo, 
he  having  sailed  fix)m  this  port  together  with  deponent  as  Pag^  or  Cook's  Assistant 

Andres  Crucero^  a  native  of  Ferrol  in  the  kingdom  of  Gallicia,  a  bachelor,  seaman  by  professbn, 
and  actually  Stewiud  and  Cook  on  board  the  schooner  '*  ArUordcti,**  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  that 
on  the  7ih  of  June  last  he  was  detained  off  Cape  Cruz  on  the  south  side  of  this  island,  by  the  English 
brig-of-war  *'  Racer,"  the  schooner  **  Anionica**  having  on  board  183  negroes,  who  were  embarked 
in  the  River  Congo  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  on  what  day  he  does  not  exactly  recollect  That  the 
negroes  were  carried  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  by  order  of  the  Captor,  where  they  were  landed, 
and  the  ^  Anionica"  .^iBrned  to  Cape  Cruz,  where  they  fell  in  with  the  schooner  ^  TragamUlas^** 
which  was  also  detained  for  trading  in  slaves.  That  they  went  from  thence  to  Jamaica,  when  the 
capturing  Commander  ordered  the  Lieutenant,  Prize-Master,  to  bring  them  to  this  port  for  adjudication. 
That  he  supposes  the  reason  they  were  not  brought  to  this  port  at  the  time  of  detention  was,  that  they 
sailed  under  Portuguese  colours,  but  that  being  Spanish,  uid  having  sailed  from  this  port  of  Havana 
with  a  cargo  and  Spanish  Papers,  as  he  understood,  will,  without  doubt,  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
English  Commander's  sending  them  on  here  for  trieJ.  lliat  after  the  negroes  were  purchased  in  the 
River  Congo,  he  heard  say  that  with  Portuguese  Papers  the  schooner  could  not  be  detained,  and  he  ia 
persuaded  that  for  this  reason  the  Captain  and  First  Pilot  went  to  Angola  to  obtain  them.  That  he 
knows  nothing  more  on  the  subject.  That  he  has  ahready  stated  that  be  can  neither  read  nor  write, 
but  he  understood  on  board  the  schooner  that  the  Captain  himself  made  known  the  circumstance  of 
the  Spanish  Papers  to  the  Prize-Master,  who  acquainted  the  capturing  Commander  thereof.  Ttiat  he 
is  28  years  of  age. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  96. 


Commander  Hope  io  the  Mixed  Court, 

His  Majesty* sSloop^  Racer^  \btk  Au^st^  1837."  Piirt  RayaL 
Most  ExoBiiLENT  Sir,  AND  Gentlemen, 

I  HAYS  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the  7th  June,  I  [obtained  the  vessel  named  in  the 
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Antonio,  under  Portuffiiew  n'Mtifff»n>  under  the  circumstances  therein  stated,  and  tbatfl  sent  her  to  Nassau 
coloiin;boattdtoTrimdftd,  ^or  the  purpose  of  landing  the  negroes;  giving  Lieutenant  Hunt,  the  Officer 
with  183  negroes.  in  charge,  such  directions  as  I  at  that  time  deemed  calculated  to  insure  his 

D0cmneHi9.  rejoining  me  when  he  should  have  discharged  the  service  in  question. 

Declsmtion  of  Captor.  On  the  31  st  July,  when  Lieutenant  Hunt  rejoined  me,  I  found  the  Captain 

Certificntt  of  the  diiem-  had  Spanish  Papers  in  his  possession  at  the  period  of  capture ;  and  as,  on 
i^^!!?f^1i^rt^^**'  examination,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  thst  liis  Portuguese  Papers  are 

Seport  of'si^^  on  Anto-     fictitious,  I  have  therefore  sent  the  vessel  to  the  Havana  for  adjudication. 
^^.  The  Commission  will  not  fail  to  observe  the  exceeding  inconvenience  which 

FDrtugnete  Papers.  has  accrued  to  His  Majesty's  Service  from  this  want  of  ingenuousness  on  the 

Sp«n^  ^to.  part  of  the  Captain,  to  whom  at  the  day  of  capture  I  explained  most  fully  the 

necessity  which  existed  of  producing  Spanish  Papers,  if  they  were  in  his  possession. 

The  vessel  has  been  dealt  with  as  a  Portuguese  up  to  the  day  on  which  I  became  acquainted  with 
the  iact  of  her  being  Spanish ;  a  period  of  time  amply  sufficient  for  the  termination  of  all  proceedings 
relative  to  her  at  the  Havana;  ami  I  esteem  myself  particularly  fortunate  in  having  taken  the  precau- 
tion of  ordering  her  to  rejoin  me  prior  to  her  proceeding  to  Sierra  Leone,  «rhich  has  .saved  me  firom 
ineurring  much  additional  inconvenience. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  Documents  drawn  up  at  the  period  of  her  capture,  Lieutenant  Hunt  being 
competent  to  make  any  affidavit  which  may  be  required,  and  such  other  Documents  as  are  requisite  for 
her  condemnation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  HOPE,  Commander. 

To  his  EMcellenev  the  Conde  de  Fernandina,  and 
the  other  Members  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  at  Havana. 


Third  Enclosure  iii  No.  96. 

Captor*  s  Declaration  in  the  Case  of  the**.  Antonica** 

I,  James  Hopx,  Esq.,  Commander  of  Hb  British  Majesty's  sloop  "  Racer,"  hereby  declare  that  on 
this  7th  day  of  June,  1837,  being  in  or  about  latitude  19^  18' north,  and  longitude  78^  42^  west,  I  de- 
tained the  schooner  named  the  **  Antonica^^*  sailing  under  Portuguese  cok>urs,  and  unarmed,  com- 
manded by  Jos^  Yictorio,  alias  Geronimo  Giscafre,  who  declared  her  to  be  bound  from  the  river  Congo 
to  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  with  a  crew  consisting  of  15  men,  4  boys,  no  Supercargo,  no  passengers  ;  whose 
names^  as  declared  hy  them  respectively  are  inserted  in  a  List  at  foot  hereof,  and  having  on  b<Mtrd  185 
slaves,  said  to  have  been  taken  on  board  at  the  River  Congo,  gn  the  Ist  day  of  May,  1837,  and  are 
enumerated  as  folbws,  viz. 

Health}/.        Sck. 
Men .  .      90  „ 

Women  .0  i. 

Boys  •    •      62  „ 

Girls  .    •      33  „ 

I  do  further  declare  that  the  said  schooner  appeared  to  be  seaworthy,  and  was  supplied  with  a  suffi- 
cient stock  of  water  and  provisions  for  the  support  of  the  said  negroes  and  crew  on  their  destined 
voyage  to  Nassau  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence. 

(Here  follovirs  the  List  of  the  crew,  in  number  20.) 
(Signed)  J.' HOPE,  Commander. 

JOHN  ROBERTSON,  Surgeon.      I  to.      .      . 
ROBERT  M.  JEFFERY,  Purser.]  ^"'i^^'^*- 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  96. 
Certificate  of  the  Case  of  the  **  Antonica."* 
I,  Jaxib  Hopb,  Esq.,  Commander  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  Racer,  hereby  certify  that  on  the 
7th  day  of  June,  1887,  being  in  latitude  19""  IS'  north,  and  longitude  75^  42'  west,  I  detained  the 
schooner  named  the  **  ilntomcff,''  sailing  under  Portuguese  colours,  and  unarmed,  commanded  by 
Agoste  loBfi  Victorio,  alias  Gkronimo  Giscafre,  who  declared  her  to  be  bound  from  the  River  Congo  to 
Trinidad  de  Cuba,  with  a  crew  consisting  of  15  men,  4  boys,  no  Supercargo^  no  passengers,  and 
haviag  on  board  185  slaves^  vis. 

Healthy.        Sick. 
Men  •  .     90  „ 

Women        0  „ 

Boys  •        62  „ 

Girls .        38  „ 

I  do  further  declare  that,  finding  it  necessary  to  disembark  the  whole  of  the  said  slaves  before  the 
▼essel  could  arrhre  at  Sierra  Leone,  to  which  place  it  was  my  intention  to  send  her  for  adjudication  on 
aoooant  of  the  length  of  the  voyage  to  that  place  being  such  as  to  render  it  an  unsA  one  for  their 
health,  I  did,  on  the  7th  day  of  June,  desire  Lieutenant  Hunt  to  disembark  the  said  slaves  at  Nassat?, 
in  the  Isknd  q(  New  Providence,  at  which  place  they  arrived,  and  where  they  did  remain.       ^ 

(Signed)  J.  HOPE,  Commander.  ^ 

JOHN  ROBERTSON,  Surgeon.     \  tk,«^,,^, 
ROBERT  M.  JEFFERY,  Purser,  i  ^^^^^^'* 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  96. 

Bahama  Islands^  New  Providence. 

RBCimiD  from  Lieutenant  Hunt«  Royal  Navy,  the  undermentioned  negroes,  being  the 
cargo  of  the  Poftngoese  shive-schooner ''  Antonica^'*  captured  by  His  Majesty's  sloop  "  Racer,*'  James 
Hope,  Esq.  Royal  Navy,  Commander,  on  or  about  the  7th  of  June  instant,  namely,— 
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•     •  ' 


Me 

OtfJK  •     •     •  VV 

IVmmb.  •  10 
Cliffa  ...» 

^      M 

TcM        18S 

Ssy  one  hanared  and  efghty^hfM. 
Gf?en  in  duplieafte  under  tny  hand,  at  GovemmeDt-jMmse,  Nasaan,  this  24ib  day  of  Jane,  1897. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  HUNTER,    President, 

Admniitering  ike  Ge^emment 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  96, 
Lieuteaomi  Hunt  to  the  Mixed  Commimoiu 

Conformably  with  the  third  stipulation  of  Art.  3.  to  Annex  A,  of  the  Treaty  offte  fi9A  Jme^ 
1835, 1  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  the  Papers  which  were  found  on  board  the  slave-schooner, 
"  Antonicay^  together  with  a  Declaration  of  the  .Captor,  Ac,  &c^  which  vessel,  in  consequence  of  the 
discovery  of  Spanish  Papers  on  board.  Commander  Hope  has  despatched  to  tlie  Hvrana  nsder  my 
charge,  in  order  that  she  may  be  traduced  before  yoixr  tribunal. 

Day  of  capture,  7th  June,  1837.  Same  day  sent  on  board  the  '*  Racer*'  the  crew,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  men  named  in  the  margin,  landed  the  slaves  on  the  24th  June,  since  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  g^visioning  the  vessel,  no  change  has  taken  plaee.         / 

I  be^lbve  to  refer  yon  to  the  XXocumeats  hecein  enclosed,  bearing  the  eigpiature  of  Commander 

Hope,  fof  all  further  particulars.  ^  

(Signed)  HENRY  li.  HUNT, 

Lieutenant  in  charge  of  the  Prize, 

P.  S.  On  or  aboat  the  2d  day  of  August,  lost  in  Lucca  Bay,  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  one  small 
anchor  and  about  half  an  hawser. 

To  the  Spanish  and  British  Judges, 
Mixed  Court  ef  Justice  Hmana, 


Seventh  Enclosure  in  No  96. 
(Translation.)  Sentence  in  the  Case  of  the  Antonica, 

In  the  Always  Most  Faithful  City  of  Havana,  on  the  llth  day  of  September,  1837,  the  Most 
ExceUeat  Seaor  Don  Jos^  Maria  Henera  y  Hercera,  Coade  de  Fenwndina,  Heaocavy  Grandee  of 
Sptwi^  te  firat  cfaaa,  &&,  4e.,a&d  Dibii  Edward  Wyadham  HarringtOB  Scfaealey,  tiie  first  Spaiii«ii 
Judge  by  nomination,  and  the  second  Acting  British  Judge,  m  consequence  of  the  abaenoe  ef  the 
Officer  who  holds  the  appohUment,  in  the  Mhted  Coart  of  Justiae  catablidbed  in  this  city  for  prevent- 
ing the  subjects  of  either  nation  firoei  engaging  in  the  trade  in  slaves,  in  fulfilment  of  the  Treaty  issued  at 
Madrid  on  the  28th  Jme,  1835,  between  their  Catholic  and  Britannic  Majesties :  having  examined  these 
proceedings  instituted  upon  the  detention  which  the  English  brig-of-war^*  Racer,"  Commander  James 
Hope,  m£ule  of  the  Spanish  merchant-schooner  *^  Antonica^**  Captain  Don  Geronimo  Giscafi*e,  on  the 
7th  of  June  last,  off  Cape  Cruz,  on  the  south  side  of  this  Island  of  Cuba,  in  latitude  19^  18'  north,  and 
longitude  78°  42'  west,  and  sent  to  Naasan,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  for  the  purpose  of 
landing  the  negroes,  whom  in  fact  she  disembarked,  to  the  number  of  183,  as  appears  from  the  Receipt 
of  the  President  administering  that  Government,  and  giving  to  the  Lieutenant  in  the  British  Navy, 
Hr.  Henry  Hunt,  who  acts  as  Captahi  of  the  prize,  snch  orders  as  at  the  thne  he  conaideiedl  pvoper» 
the  schooner  being  considered  at  that  period  to  be  Portnguese,  directing  btflato  vejoin  tha^  Raeef^'  as 
soon  as  he  should  have  performed  the  service  he  was  engaged  in,  which  Lieotenant  Hant  aftcordingly 
did  en  the  31st  July,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  Spanish  Captain  had  Spanish  Paipers  in  his  pos- 
session at  the  period  of  capture;  on  examining  which,  Commander  Hope  became  convinced  tiwt  ttie 
schooner  **  Antonica*'  was  of  Spanish  register,  and  the  second  set  of  Portuguese  Papers  Mss,  ukl  ha 
therefore  sent  the  vessel  before  this  Mixc^  Court  of  Justioe  for  adjudication,  the  said  183  slaves  re- 
maining in  the  Island  of  Providence,  although  they  ought  to  have  been  disembarked  in  this  port  alone 
to  await  the  result  of  the  detention,  according  to  the  Annex  C.  of  the  aforesaid  Treaty,  except  in  the 
cases  therein  referred  to,  or  in  case  of  necessity  at  the  time,  and  until  the  sentence  directs  their  delivery 
up  to  the  Government  to  which  the  cruizer  belongs  that  made  the  capture,  under  all  the  requisities  and 
formalities  prescribed.  And  it  being  fiilly  proved  by  the  Declaration  of  the  ComnMuider  of  the  English 
brig-of- "3il»'!# esented  by  Lieutenant  Hunt  on  his  arrival  in  this  harbour,  from  his  own,  fipom  that  of 
the  SpaiOBi  Captain,  and  those  of  other  individuals  of  the  crew  of  the  detained  schooner,  that  she  sailed 
Apm  this  port,  of  Havana  on  the  SOth  June,  1836,  with  Spanish  Papers  from  the  CemanandaaciA 
Bbgieral  of  Harine  of  this  station,  and  a  cargo  registered  in  the  Royal  Maritime  Cnsftom-hoase  foe  tba 
Islands  of  Principe  and  St.  Thomas,  and  that  she  sailed  direct  for  the  River  Congo  on  the  Coast  of 
Africa,  where  she  embarked  the  183  negroes  who  existed  on  board  at  the  period  of  detention,  and  were  ^ 

landed  at  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  where  they  remain.    And  notwithstanding  the  v' - 

neglect  of  order  in  respect  of  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  ^the  28th  June,  1835,  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  circumstances  which  have  presented  themselves  during  the  proceedings,  without  making  it  a 
precedent  in  any  other  Case,  the  Judges  agreed  that  they  ought  to  declare,  and  hereby  do  declare, 
with  aJl  due  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  Case,  and  according  to  the  usual  brief  and  summary  mode  of 
proceeding  in  all  such  cases,  on  the  truth  being  made  manifest,  the  capture  of  the  above-mentioned 
schooner  "  Antonica/*  and  the  188  bozal  negroes,  to  be  good  and  legal,  the  vessel  being  subject  to 
condemnation,  with  all  her  rigging,  stores,  and  whatever  else  may  appear  in  her  Inventory,  exeepi  Am 
above-mentioned  183  negroes  remaming  alive,  who  are  hereby  decfatred  ftee  fifOTBriareryand  capthi^ 
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AmdCMMnandBT AuMt  Hopc^  o£iha  Eiiglish  bog-oi^war  ^ Racer,"  is  advised  that  in  fiiture  Caie* 
tlie  aegroea  are  also  to  be  brought  to  this  port  to  be  adjudged  according  to  the  Treaty  ;  upon  which 
anlgect  the  British  Judge  will  address  to  him  the  necessary  observations,  as  also  that  he  shall  mafce 
laienH  to  ^e  proper  Authorities  that  they  «iiglit  to  verait  the  desoriptiow  mS  tlie  said  elaiveB  in  fbrm  and 
vpancalh  to  thislfixedOeurtaf  JiMiice,  wMch  will  aasign  to  them  their  Cettifioates  of  emaneipatioii, 
sUeh  willbe  evkeied  in  the  proper  book  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  and  he  will  be  pleased  to  communi- 
cate to  us  the  result  Whereupon  the  Judges  order  that  the  condemned  vessel  be  broken  to  pieces, 
and  that  the  fragments,  with  whatever  other  articles  may  belong  to  her,  be  valued  by  the  prracipsA 
If  asters  of  ibe  Royal  Arsenal,  swam  to  fidelity,  and  tlmt  they  be  then  sold  at  pid>lic  auction,  before  the 
Notary,  DaaMannel  Fomari,  sad  the  proceeds  afiplkd  aceerdiDg  to  the  proviskuM  of  the  Treaty,  aad 
the  Instructions  annexed  thereto  ;  the  TeBscl  being  for  the  present  placed  in  deposit  widi  Don 
imtU  these  orders  aie  executed,  who  shall  likewise  swear  to  be  faithful,  and  shall  receive  her  from  the 
Prite-M aster  under  formal  Inventory;  Aat  an  Official  Letter,  with  a  certified  Copy  of  tlnse  ftoceed- 
iags,  be  addressed  to  fait  ExeelleKcy  tite  Caiptaiin-OeBeral,  the  individvak  of  the  crew  of  the  BciK>encr 
^Aaftamai*  being  plaeed  at  his  Fiuih-j's  dispoaaL  And  by  tiiia  Ikeir  sentence  definitely  jodgnff^ 
thus  the  Judges  fffovided,  ocdeved,  and  signed,  in  thfe  presence  of  the  Secretary,  who  certifies. 

(Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  FERNANDINA. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHEWLBT. 


Eighth  EnclosOTC  in  No.  96. 

Hr.  Scheniey  to  Colonel  Cockburn, 

Bi&y  Havanay  20(h  Septembtr,  1837. 

I  HivB  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the  30th  of  August  Lieutenant  Hunt,  belonghig  to 
Ser  Majesty^  sloop  **  Raeer,'*  brovght  into  the  Hanrana  the  Spanieh  niefdniDt^ackooiier  ^  Ant9n£a^*' 
which  vessel  mm  dekioed  by  the  *'  Racer,"  Conimander  James  Hope,  on  the  7th  June  last,  while 
sailing  under  Pbrtuguese  colonrs,  for  having  on  board  18S  African  negroes  destined  to  be  sold  into 
slavery  in  this  Island. 

I  beg  leave  to  forward  to  you  a  Copy  of  the  sentence  which  has  been  signed  by  the  Judges  of  the 
Mixed  Court  in  this  Case,  wherein  yon  wiU  observe  that  ^  Britiek  Jidge  ta  called  upon  '*  to  wmkt 
known  6>  the  proper  aatborities  &it  they  ought  to  remit  the  deseriptiona  of  the  said  slaves  in  fiNroa^ 
nad  iq>on  oath,  to  this  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  nrhich  will  assign  to  them  their  Certificates  of  emanci- 
padon,  whieh  will  be  entered  in  the  proper  book  in  the  Secretary's  Office.'^ 

As  H  18  proved  by  the  deposition  of  Lieutenant  Hunt,  and  the  receipt  which  he  delmied  inio  Cenrt, 
kearmg  the  signatvre  of  Joseph  Hunter,  Esq^  ad  mterim  Gevemar  of  tiie  Baluunas,  that  tiaesa  183 
■figroea  wene  landed  fimm  the  '^  Jntomea^  at  Nassau,  on  the  24th  June  last,  I  have  to  request  that 
yon  will  he  goad  enough  to  cause  me  to  he  supplied  with  the  above  particulars,  in  order  t  hat  the 
Certificates  of  emancipation  may  be  duly  executed  here,  and  forwarded  to  you  for  distributioB*  agree- 
ably with  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  <d  the  28th  June,  1835^  more  especially  the  iSth  Article^  as 
well  as  Articles  5  and  6  of  Annex  C.  to  that  Treaty. 

T  h»«Q  the  honmur  to  he  4kc 
JECt  EjtetUtMe$f  Coiomel  Cockbtmi,  (Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLET, 

4rc.  S^CL  Ijfc*  Acting  Judge. 

Ne.  97. 
Ber  JKfcge^ty^s  Commissioners  to  Ftscount  Pa/merston. — (^Received  Novemher  3.) 

My  Lokb.  Havanoy  21st  September,  1837. 

W«  have  tlM  heiioar  to  nequaist  your  Loidah^^fdiai  on  tbe  19tk  CHnresit 
Her  Mi^ealy  s  ship  **  Comm,"  GomiBaBder  the  HonouhiMe  P«  P.  Cary^  broeigiit 
into  ik»  port  ^e  Portuguese  ficbooner  ^  Imgemm^,''  whieh  vessel  was  detained  by 
like  ^  CmmsT  wkb  82  boni  negriys  om  beard,  destined  to  be  sold  as  slaves  ia  thk 
iriand* 

Cafrtasn  Gary  put  into  thk  pert  is  the  exeeutiom  of  bin  orders,  but  there  being  ae 
iadieatioB  whatever  of  the  ^  i^a»a>8«''  bekiga  Spaniskyessely  he  did  not  oommuni- 
catoeffietidiy  with  the  CinmiftissiooerB,  and  it  is  his  intention  to  proceed  in  2  dajrs 
wiA  hts  priae  to  Nassaa,  New  Pirovidcace,  for  the  purpose  of  knding  the  negroes, 
and  condemning  the  slave-schooner  as  unseaworthy. 

We  havae,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENUEY. 

R.  R-  MADDEN. 
The  Right  Hon.  Ftscount  Ptilmerstonr  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  S;e. 


No,  98. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Ftscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Nov.  3.)*^ 
My  Lokd,  Havana,  23rd  Sept.,  1837. 

On  the  2l8t  ultimo^  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Seringapatam/*  Captain  Leith, 
arrived  here,  having  under  convoy  the  "Romney."  On  the  23rd  we  were 
konoored  with  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Dispatch  and  Enclosure  of  tbe  27th 
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of  June  last^  acquainting  us  that  this  vessel  had  been  selected  by  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  as  a  hulk  for  the  reception  of  negroes  emancipated  by  the  Mixed  Court  of 
Justice  at  the  Havana,  and  desiring  us  that,  although  the  particular  service  on  whicli 
the  "  Romney  "  is  to  be  employea  is  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr.  Madden, 
we  are  not  to  fail  to  lend  all  the  aid  in  our  power  to  Lieut.  Jenkin,  the  Officer  who 
commands  her,  in  the  execution  of  his  duties,  and  that  the  Commissioners  are  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  counsel  both  of  Dr.  Madden  and  Lieut.  Jenkin  in  settling 
with  the  Captain-General  the  spot  at  which  the  hulk  is  to  be  stationed,  and  the 
place  at  which  the  dep6t  for  the  sick  is  to  be  established  on  shore. 

We  beg  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  our  Despatch  of  22d  June,  1837,  and 
we  trust  that  the  measures  which  we  had  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lord- 
ship in  that  Despatch,  relative  to  the  above  arrangements,  have  met  with  approval. 

When  the  "  Komney  "  entered  the  harbour,  a  Pilot  carried  her  to  her  mooring 
ground,  and  the  situation  selected  as  a  lazaret  on  shore  was  pointed  out.  Both 
these  localities  had  been  previously  approved  of  by  the  Superintendent.  On  the 
26th  the  Captain-General  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Conmiissioners,  a  copy  of  which 
we  beg  leave  to  enclose.  Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  His  Excellency  objects 
in  strong  terms,  and  as  contrary  to  law  and  Treaty,  to  the  "  remaining  permanently 
within  these  shores "  of  the  soldiers  of  the  2nd  West  India  Regiment,  who  are 
doing  duty  on  board  the  "  Romney."  He  further  demanded  their  inmiediate  return 
to  Nassau,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  they  should  be  prevented  from  landing, 
declaring  that,  in  case  they  did,  they  would  "  necessarily  be  arrested." 

As  the  Commissioners  had  not  received  any  instructions  relating  to  these  soldiers, 
beyond  the  fact  communicated  trfjfem  in  the  copy  of  Lieut.  Jenkins'  orders,  namely, 
that  they  formed  a  part  of  the  drew  ordered  by  Her  Majesty  to  serve  on  board  the 
"  Romney,"  the  Acting  Judge  considered  it  advisable  to  make  known  the  contents 
of  the  Captain  General's  letter  to  Captain  Leith,  under  whose  especial  charge  the 
''  Romney  "  was  sent  to  the  Havana,  and  liliewise  to  Dr.  Madden,  in  his  capacity 
of  Superintendent  of  liberated  Africans.  We  beg  leave  to  forward  copies  of  this 
correspondence,  as  well  as  a  copy  of  the  reply  made  by  the  Commissioners  to  the 
Captain-General,  transmitting  to  His  Excellency  the  substance  of  Captain  Leith's 
and  Dr.  Madden's  letters  to  the  Acting  Judge. 

In  this  latter  document  we  purposely  avoided  entering  upon  the  international 
question  of  the  imprisonment  of  British  soldiers,  of  whatever  denomination,  for 
merely  landing  upon  the  shores  of  a  fi-iendly  power  "  to  provide  themselves  with 
proper  diet,"  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  their  Government. 

The  Captain-General  grounds  his  present  opposition  chiefly  upon  a  Royal  Order, 
dated  at  Madrid  on  the  12th  of  March  last.  We  have  no  other  official  knowledge 
of  this  Royal  Order,  but  we  are  assured  that  a  law  exists  which  prohibits  the  con- 
tinuance of  any  free  people  of  colour,  not  Spanish  subjects,  within  the  Colonial 
possessions  of  Her  CatMflkMaiesty.  For  a  length  of  time  this  law  has  ceased  to 
be  enforced,  but  the  ai^mPof  the  ''  Romney,"  and  the  great  excitement  which  has 
been  caused  by  the  presence  on  board  her  of  a  few  of  the  2nd  West  India  Regi- 
ment, induced  the  Captain-General  to  recur  to  it,  probably  with  an  ulterior  object, 
and  it  has  been  promulgated  to  the  authorities,  as  well  as  the  Royal  Order  of  the 
12th  of  March,  with  the  severest  injunctions  for  its  observance.  Already  several  of 
the  unfortunate  persons  amenable  to  the  severity  of  it  have  been  placed  in  confine- 
ment until  the  means  offered  for  their  quitting  the  island,  and  unless  some  modifi- 
cation takes  place,  it  will  operate  most  cruelly  upon  many  tranquil  and  industrious 
individuals. 

Three  weeks  having  now  elapsed  since  our  last  official  note  was  delivered  to  the 
Captain-General,  we  trust  that  the  responsibility  which  Captain  Leith  fortunately 
felt  authorized  to  take  upon  himself  of  prohibiting  the  soldiers  from  coming  on 
shore  from  the  '^  Romney,"  has  set  the  matter  at  rest  for  the  present 

W^e  have  &c. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
The  Right  Hon,  Fiscount  Palmerstan,  G.C.B. 
ofc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


•ft 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  98. 
The  Captain  General  to  Her  MajesiyU  Commismoners. 
Obntibmen,  Havana,  26th  Augmt,  1837. 

By  the  official  communications  which  have  been  made  to  me  relative  to  the  entrance  into  this 
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harbour  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship-of-the-Iine  '^  Romney,"  which  is  destined  to  serve  as  a 
floating  deposit  for  the  negroes  arriving  from  Africa,  during  itie  period  that  they  have  been  eman-* 
dpated  by  sentence  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  and  until  they  may  be  transmitted  to  their  des- 
tinations, I  have  learned  that  on  board  her  there  are  fifteen  African  negroes,  soldiers,  who  have  come 
from  Nassau,  and  that,  according  to  the  relation  of  the  officer  commanding  the  said  ship<^f-the-line. 
Lieutenant  Charles  Jenkins,  he  expects  another  party  of  equal  number.  This  novelty,  contrary  to  tlie 
laws  of  these  dominions,  to  the  existing  Treaties,  to  the  Jnsttu^ions  which  I  have  from  my  Govern- 
ment, and  to  the  particular  ordinances  of  the  Police  of  Security  of  this  island,  exacts  from  me  the  duty 
to  require  that  you  will  comniunicate  the  same  to  the  officer  who  commands  the  ship-of-the-line  hulk, 
that  I  consider  it  most  highly  inconvenient  that  the  said  negro  soldiers,  or  any  other  negroes  who  may 
be  included  in  her  stationary  crew,  should,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever,  remain  permanently  within 
these  shores ;  that  the  good  faith  of  the  Treaties,  and  the  security  of  the  island,  imperiously  demand 
that  they  should  be  returned  to  the  place  from  whence  they  have  come,  or  be  transmitted  to  some 
other  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions,  without  in  the  meanwhile  being  permitted  to  land ; 
because  in  such  case  they  will  necessarily  be  arrested,  for  the  reasons  above  expressed,  as  likewise  in 
conformity  with  the  Royal  Orders  of  the  12th  March  last,  in  which  I  am  charged  not  to  permit  in  any 
manner  the  introduction  of  free  negroes  under  the  ihadow  of  whatsoever  pretext. 

It  remains  only  for  me  to  assjire  you  of  my  good  disposition  regarding  the  greatest  and  most 
punctual  observance  of  the  Treaty  of  the  28th  June,  1835,  together  with  the  ulterior  explanations  of 
toy  Government,  to  which  I  shall  give  documentary  information  of  this  occurrence,  without  losing 
sight  of  the  preferable  object  of  preserving  the  order  and  security  of  the  country. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  MIGUEL  JACON. 

The  Commissioners  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty, 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  98. 


M.  Schenley  to  Captain  Leith, 

Snt,  ^  Havana^  28/A  August,  1837. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the  copy  of  <a  letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners  by  the  Captain  General  relative  to  the  removal  from  this  island  of  the  black 
soldiers  who  are  at  present  on  board  the  "  Romney.** 

The  Commissioners  have  no  authority  or  instructions  whatever  to  interfere  with  the  establishment 
provided  for  this  vessel,  which  however  you  may  possess. 

I  shall  therefore  defi^  answering  the  Captain  General  until  I  am  favoured  with  your  reply. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.* 
To  Captain  Leith,  Commanding  (Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

Her  Majesty^s  Ship  " Seringapatam'* 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  98. 

Captain  Leith  to  Mr,  Schenley. 

Sin,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  *'  Seringapatam^"  SOth  August^  1837. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  commu- 
nication made  to  you  by  the  Captain  General  of  this  island  relative  the  black  troops  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  2nd  West  India  Regiment,  now  serving  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Romney "  as 
marines.  >:3«t# 

I  am  sorry  that  the  arrival  of  these  soldiers  should  have  occasioned  the  excited  feelings  here  that  I 
understand  it  has,  and  I  regret  that  the  Captain  General  has  taken.j|||j|pstile  a  view  of  this  part  of 
the  arrangements  for  the  "  Romney  "  as  to  threaten  to  imprisqipTSKof  the  black  troops  found  on 
shore,  and  requiring  their  immediate  removal.  i ..  W 

I  have  referred  to  my  instructions  for  placing  the  *^  Romney  "  here  as  a  depdt  for  African  negroes 
captured  by  our  cruizers,  and  I  find  that  these  troops  remaining  on  board  that  ship  is  so  material  a 
part  of  the  arrangement,  that  I  cannot  consent  to  their  being  removed.  I  beg,  however,  you  will  assiure 
His  Excellency  the  Captain  General  that  until  time  is  afforded  for  an  explanation  upon  this  subject 
between  the  Governments  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  that  of  the  Spanish  Government,  positive 
orders  shall  be  given,  and  I  will  insure  their  being  strictly  attended  to,  that  none  of  these  said  black 
soldiers  now  serving  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  **  Romney  "  shall  be  allowed  to  quit  that  ship 
upon  any  pretence  whatever,  and  that  this  order  shajl  be  given  in  consideration  of  the  statement  of 
the  Captain  General  that  their  landing  would  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  island  passed  for  its 
security. 

May  I  hope  you  will  assure  His  Excellency  the  Captain  General  of  my  high  respect,  and  that  I 
feel  obliged  for  the  very  hospitable  reception  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ships  under  my  orders  received 
npon  their  entering  this  port. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

G.  W,  H  Schenley,  Esq,,  (Signed)  JOHN  LEITH,  Captain. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty* s  Commissioner ^ 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  98. 


Dr.  Madden  to  Mr.  Scheuley. 
Sir,  Havana,  SOth  August,  1837. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  28th  instant,  enclosing 
a  communication  from  His  Excellency  the  Captain-General,  ^^  demanding  the  removal  from  this 
island  of  the  black  soldiers  now  on  board  the  *'  Romney;"  and  stating  '*  that  the  Commissioners  had 
no  authority  to  accede  to  or  entertain  the  above  demand,"  and  calling  on  me,  in  my  capacity  of  Super- 
intendent, to  furnish  you  with  my  sentiments  on  the  subject. 

In  the  first  place,  1  think  it  necessary  to  state,  that  the  fifteen  colcmred  men  on  board  the  ^^  Rom- 
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Bey"  are  not  placed  Uiere  in  tbe  o^mckj  of  **  Soldiers,"  but  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 
Marines,  and  that  His  Excellency's  objections  to  them  there,  in  any  capacity,  is  a  circumstance,  in 
my  opinion,  to  be  regretted,  inasmuch  as  the  weight  of  His  Excellency's  character  gives  an  importance 
to  these  objections  which  might  not  otherwise  attach  to  them. 

These  objections  could  not  have  been  foreseen  by  our  Government.  The  employment  here  of  free 
Aegproes  of  foreign  countries,  namely,  of  American  subjects  of  that  class,  in  the  steam-boats  that  ply 
In  this  port,  between  Havana  and  Regis,  we  see  permitted.  The  service  in  which  these  Marines  are 
employed,  and  that  of  the  engineers'  assistants,  &c.,  may  differ ;  but  the  class  of  persons  engaged  in 
both  does  not.  The  objection  in  the  present  case  must,  then»  apply  to  those  persons  as  attach^  to  a 
particular  service,  and  being  the  subjects  of  a  particular  power.  My  opinion  is,  that  erroneous  im- 
pressions have  been  given  of  the  B«tiiFe  of  4hie  service^and  of  the  Idnd  of  control  to  be  exercised  over 
those  coloured  men  employed  in  it,  as  conveyed  in  the  Instructions  both  to  myself  and  the  Officer  in 
charge  of  them, — ^to  me  as  respects  the  former,  and  to  that  officer  as  regards  the  latter.  • 

These  Instructions  are  to  the  extent  of  obviating  every  possible  inconvenience  to  His  Excellency, 
and  of  avoiding  every  risk  to  public  order,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  of  both  Government, 
namely,  the  safe  custody  and  speedy  removal  of  the  negroes  placed  under  my  charge.  In  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  expression,  fairness  of  purpose,  the  arrangements  have  been  made  which  unfortunately 
prove  objectionable  to  His  Excellency.  The  class  of  men  em{^yed  in  a  service  so  indispensable  as 
this  is,  has  been  selected  for  one  plain  distinct  object,  the  security  of  the  negroes  that  may  be  placed 
on  board  the  "  Bomney,"  conveyed  to  their  final  destination,  and  the  charge  of  such  as  may  be  set 
apart  for  drafting  into  our  Colonial  service.  For  the  performance,  in  short,  of  the  duties  of  a  specific 
nature,  sanctioned  by  both  Governments,  and  which  purpose  can  only  be  perverted  from  its  plain 
meaning  by  those  interested  in  the  defeat  of  any  object  intended  to  restrain  a  traffic  that  is  con- 
demned, but  has  not  ceased  to  prosper.  For  this  service  the  men  are  pecaliarly  fitted  by  constitution 
and  adaptation  to  the  climate.  If  an  equal  number  of  white  men  were  sent  out  from  England  for 
the  same  duties,  destined  to  be  immured  in  a  hulk  for  one  year  in  this  port — nay,  even  for  one  season, 
from  June  to  September,  disease  and  death  would  render  the  service  they  should  be  employed  in 
absolutely  impracticable.  The  coloured  men  chosen  for  it  can  resist  the  climate :  they  can  be  better 
kept  in  subjection  in  such  confinement  as  this  kind  of  service  necessarily  imposes  than  white  men ; 
they  can  be  more  easily  kept  from  drunkenness  and,  consequently,  from  disorder ;  their  knowledge  of 
the  language  and  habits  of  those  received  on  board  is  a  great  advantage  where  the  pursuits  of  all  in 
charge  of  them  must  leave  them  in  entire  ignorance  of  both.  For  these  reasons  I  beg  to  state  most 
distinctly,  they  have  been  chosen  in  preference  to  white  men. 

I  freely  admit,  if  they  were  suffered  to  be  at  large  on  shore,  disorders  might  probably  happen,  and 
reasonable  objections  might  be  raised  on  this  score.  Captain  Leith's  assureace,  however,  if  any  other 
were  wanting,  that  they  shall  not  be  allowed  to  leave  the  ship,  must  remove  all  doubts  on  this  head. 
Therefore,  as  our  Government  could  not  have  anticipated  the  objections  raised  to  the  employment  of 
a  number  of  men  barely  sufficient  for  the  service  they  are  required  for,  and  of  a  class  employed  in  our 
service  throughout  our  Colonial  empire,  as  they  are  somewhat  similarly  in  this  city,  my  hope  is,  that 
His  Excellency's  objections  may  be  removed  on  a  full  and  honest  explanation  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  selection  of  these  men,  chosen  expressly  for  their  discretion  and  good  conduct  for  this  service. 
But  should  these  objections  unfortunately  remain  unremoved,  in  deference  to  His  Excellency,  whose 
opinions  are  entitled  to  every  consideration,  and  whose  only  interests  are  the  public  good,  I  shall  feel 
it  my  duty  to  state  His  Excellency's  objections  to  the  Department  I  have  the  honour  to  serve  under, 
as  Superintendent ;  and  any  mieintelUgenoe  that  now  exists  on  this  subject,  I  have  no  doubt  will  be 
satisfactorily  cleared  up  without  loss  of  time.  Therefore,  till  the  decision  of  both  Governments  be 
known,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  objection,  I  apprehend,  that  the  men  now  on  board  the  ^*  Romney" 
should  remain ;  and  should  the  others  arrive  before  there  is  time  for  me  to  apprize  the  General  in 
command  at  Barbadoes  of  the  objections  that  have  been  raised,  that  they  shall  likewise  be  received 
on  board  the  '*  Romney,"  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as  those  at  present  are  till  the  question  is 
definitively  settled. 

But  till  that  decision,  whether  as  Commissioner  or  Superintendent,  it  is  not  competent  for  me  to 
give  any  assent  to  the  removal  of  persons  in  Her  Majesty's  Service,  employed  in  the  performance  of 
duties  indispensable  to  the  execution  of  the  Treaty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
E.  W.  H.  Schenley,  E$q.,  (Signed)  R.  R.  MADDEN. 

Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc, 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  98. 
Her  Majesty* s  Commimonera  to  the  Captain^General. 

Havana,  SOth  August,  1837. 
The  Undersigned,  Commissioners  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  have  the  honour  to  reftr  to  His 
Excellency  the  Captain-Qeneral's  official  letter  of  the  26th  current,  demanding  that  the  British  soldiers 
belonging  to  Her  Majesty's  2nd  West  India  Regiment,  who  have  been  ordered  to  perform  the  duty 
of  Marines  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Romney,"  hulk,  should  be  returned  to  Nassau. 

The  Commissioners  not  being  entitled  to  interfere  with  the  establishment  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  has  thought  it  expedient  to  place  on  board  the  **  Romney,"  they  addressed  a  letter  upon 
the  subject  to  Captain  Leith,  of  Her  Majesty's  Navy,  the  officer  who  has  been  chaiged  with  the 
arrangements  respecting  this  vessel. 

They  beg  leave  to  forward  to  His  Excellency  a  copy  of  Captain  Leith's  reply,  as  also  the  copy  of  a 
letter  which  Her  Majesty's  Superintendent  of  liberated  Africans  has  addressed  to  the  Acting  Judge 
upon  the  same  subject.  The  Commissioners  anxiously  trust  that  these  documents  may  prove  satis- 
factory to  the  Captain-General,  and  they  hope  it  is  unnecessary  for  them  to  assure  His  Excellency 
that  the  present  difficulty  was  never  for  a  moment  contemplated  by  their  Government 

The  soldiers  in  question  are  in  the  highest  state  of  discipline,  and,  together  with  their  commanding 
officer,  have  been  selected  expressly  for  this  service,  a  preference  being  given  for  this  description  of 
force,  most  probably  on  account  of  their  greater  efficiency  in  tropical  climates. 

The  Commissioners  feel  convinced  that  when  the  Captain-General  reflects  how  frequently  vessels 
containing  from  six  to  seven  hundred  skves  have  been  brought  into  this  port  for  adjudication,  the 
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Dnmerical  force  which  has  been  assigned  to  the  **  Romney  "  will  not  appear  more  than  barely  suffi- 
cient for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  ship,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  regularity. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  not  failed  to  impress  in  the  strongest  terms  upon  the  officer  who 
commands  the  ''  Romney/'  and  which  extends  to  all  connected  with  her,  that  it  is  his  duty  not  only 
to  conform  to  the  general  regulations  of  this  local  government,  but  by  every  means  in  his  power  to 
acquire  the  good  opratoa  and  respect  of  the  public  authorities  of  the  Havana. 

The  Undersigned  beg  leave,  &c., 
His  ExceUency  the  Cox^Uxm-Omeral,  (Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY, 

^c.        Sfc.        ^c.  R.  R.  MADDEN. 


*» 


No.  99. 
Her  Mc^Hy's  Conmisnoners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  Dec.  16.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  30th  September,  1837. 

The  following  are  the  lists  of  such  vessels  as  have  come  to  our  know- 
ledge as  having  sailed  for  and  arrived  from  the  Coast  of  Africa  during  the  past 
months  viz. : 


S^)teinber  SUi 
12th 
19tk 


9» 

n 


Arrivals. 
Spanish         Schooner  Primira  Union 
Portuguese  »,        Felix 

„  ^        Dido 


Captain  —  Fey. 
„        J.  Victorio. 


September   9th 
16th 

mh 

26th 
80th 


9* 


D€p&ttfir€S. 
Portugoese   Schooner  Vesteraiday  de«*ed  ibr  Sia  Mblo  de  Soaada. 

Brig         Ligero  ^  Rio  CoBgOw 

),           OsmoeWB  y,  fsia  dei  Priacipi. 

Schooner  Oposielon  ^  Saw  Pablo  de  S—a da. 

Sirea  ,,  Cabo  Verde. 

Felix  M  Ditlik 


n 


The  '*  Dido  ^  have  been  denounced  to  the  Captain-General^  forms  the  subject  of 
taotber  I>espa(ck 

Wehav«,  &c 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
Tie  Bight  Horn.  Fi^emmt  Pabnerstm,  G.CM. 

%€.  ipC.  Sf9. 


No.  KXX 
Her  Mqfe$ty's  Commswmers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Dec.  15.) 

Mt  Lord,  Havana,  \st  Oetobery  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  a  correspondence  which  has  passed 
letiveen  Her  Majesty's  Conunissioners  at  this  place  and  the  Captain-General  of 
Havana,  respecting  a  slave  vessel,  the  "  Dido  J'  which,  though  Spanish  property  by 
repute,  and  manned  entirely  by  Spaniards,  entered  this  Port  on  tne  19th  September 
last,  under  Portuguese  colours,  after  having  landedi  a  few  days  previously,  upon  the 
Coast,  upwards  of  400  Africans,  to  be  sold  as  slaves. 

This  circumstance  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  felt  it  their  duty  to  denounce 
to  His  Excellency  the  Captain-General,  who,  in  his  answer  (which  must  be  pro- 
nounced evasive  in  the  extreme)  does  not  attempt,  as  your  Lordship  will  perceive, 
to  dispute  the  accuracy  of  any  of  the  facts  detailed,  while,  at  the  same  time,  how- 
ever, he  appeans,  somewhat  peremptorily,  to  require  that  no  more  such  cases  be 
denounced. 

It  is  but  seldom  that  Her  Majesty's  Commis^ners  can  hope  to  receive  informa* 
iiovt  of  such  conclusive  character  as  Mr.  Sebenley  did  in  this  mstanee,  on  whick 
tbey  may  rely ;  but  should  they  have  it  in  their  power,  they  would  not  hesitate, 
notwithstanding  the  Captain-General's  suggestion  to  the  contrary,  to  brin^  every 
such  case  officially  before  his  notice,  as  well  as  before  that  of  Her  l^itannie 
Majesty's  Government. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
Tie  Right  Hon.  Vhcwnt  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
^e.  Sfe.  Sfc. 
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First  Enclosure  in  No.  100. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  the  CdptainrGeneral. 

^ "^  Havana^  20th  September,  1887. 

The  undersigned.  Commissioners  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  His 
Excellency  the  Captain-General,  that  they  feel  it  tfceir  duty  to  report  to  Her  Majesty's  tiovemment 
the  arrival  in  this  Harbour,  yesterday,  of  the  slave  schooner  "  Dido^**  after  having  landed  a  few  days 
since,  upon  the  Coast  of  this  Island,  upwards  of  400  Africans  to  be  sold  as  slaves. 

The  "  Dido^*  entered  the  Port  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  Portugal,  but  the  whole  of  her 
crew  are  stated  to  be  subjects  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty. 

The  Undersigned  avail  themselves,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Captain-General.  R.  R.  MADDEN. 

fyc.  8^0,  Sfc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  100. 
(Translation.) 

The  Captain- General  to  Her  Majesty* s  Commissioners, 

Oentlemek,  Havana^  2ith  September,  1887. 

Tour  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  relative  to  the  entrance  into  this  Port  of  the  schooner 
*'  Dido,"  under  Portuguese  colours,  after  having  landed  on  the  Coasts  of  this  Island  more  than  400 
Afticans,  and  whose  crew  is  said  to  be  Spanish,  I  referred  to  the  Commandant-General  of  Marme  of 
this  station,  who  has  addressed  me,  under  date  of  yesterday,  as  follows : — 
"  Most  Excellent  Sir, 

**  In  consequence  of  the  official  letter  addressed  to  your  Excellency  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Her  Britannic  Majesty,  respecting  the  arrival  in  this  Port  of  the  slave  schooner  ^  DidOy*  under  Portu* 
guese  colours,  I  have  to  state  to  your  Excellency,  that  the  Marine  Department  has  no  right  of  inter- 
vention  in  cases  of  Foreign  vessels,  since  the  enrolment  and  management  of  their  papers  pertains  to 
the  respective  Consuls  of  each  nation,  in  accordance  with  their  laws,  which  will  determine  what  number 
of  Foreigners  may  be  received  among  the  crew  of  each,  and  which  is  not  known  to  the  authorities  of 
the  Marine  Department,  its  interference  with  Foreign  vessels  being  no  other  than  the  security 
that  Spanish  subjects  who  sail  in]  them  embark  with  the  necessary  guaranties,  namely,  the 
report  of  the  respective  Consuls,  the  Passports  or  Licenses  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  the 
competent  permits  to  sail  in  Foreign  vessels  to  the  seamen  soliciting  them,  and  who  are  not  prevented 
by  the  necessity  of  serving  in  turn  on  board  our  vessels  of  war ;  which  permits  are  general,  without 
naming  the  vessel  or  destination,  which,  as  I  have  already  stated,  is  the  business  of  the  respective 
Consuls,  as  well  as  expressing  in  their  papers  the  number  of  Foreign  seamen  to  be  received ;  conse- 
quently, the  Marine  Department  has  no  more  to  do  than  to  disembark  such  as  may  have  ftirtively 
shipped,  if  the  case  were  urgent,  and  if  not,  for  better  regulation,  it  ought  to  solicit  Your  Excellency's 
Decree,  as  Judge  of  the  Foreigners :  all  which  I  state  to  Your  Excellency  in  reply." 

And  I  transcribe  it  to  you.  Gentlemen,  in  reply  to  your  before-mentioned  communication,  and  in 
order  that  you  may  refer  to  it  in  ail  similar  cases  that  may  occur  in  future  with  Foreign  vessels. 

Qod  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  MIGUEL  JACON. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 


No.  101. 
Her  Majesty^ 8  Commissioners  to  Viscount  PaJmerston. — (Received  Dec.  15.) 
(Extract.)  Havana,  \st  October,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch,  dated  the  14th  August  last,  on  the  case  of  the  Spanish  vessel,  the 
*^  General  Laborde.'' 

Your  Lordship  need  not  be  informed  that  the  course  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  on 
account  of  the  trade  winds,  is  almost  as  direct  by  way  of  Cadiz  as  by  any  other ; 
and,  consequently,  if  carrying  a  few  goods  or  passengers  to  Cadiz  may  protect  a 
vessel,  whose  ultimate  destination  is  unquestionably  the  coast  of  Africa,  every  vessel 
will  take  advantage  of  it,  and  proceed  to  Cadiz  for  their  outfit. 


No.  102. 
Her  Majesty* s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Dec.  15,) 
My  Lord.  Havana,  \Oth  October,  1837. 

VVe  have  the  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  a  correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  us   and  Lieutenant    Jenkin,   commanding  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
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^•*  Romney,"  stationed  at  this  place,  relative  to  a  negro,  who  had  secreted  himself 
oa  board  that  vessel,  and  whom  Lieuteant  Jenkin  had  given  up  to  the  local  autho- 
rities. We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W,  H.  SCHENLEY. 
The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Pdmerston,  Q.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc^  Sfc. 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  102. 

Lieutenant  Jenkin  to. Her  Maietty^s  Commissioners, 

GsNtLBMBN,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  skip  **  Romney,"  Havana,  bth  Octobery  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honout  to  acquaint  you  with  the  following  occurrence  which  took  place  on  board 
Her  Majesty's  ship  ^^Romney,"  under  my  command,  on  Tuesday,  the  3rd  of  October,  in  the 
afternoon. 

A  bbat  with  the  parties  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Mixed  Commission  to  break  up  the  con* 
demned  schooner  **  Antonica  "  came  on  board  the  '*  Romney,'*  and,  it  appears,  brought  with  them  a 
negro,  who  did  not  return  with  the  boat,  but  secreted  himself  on  board  this  ship.  About  half  an  hour 
after  the  boat  had  left  the  ship,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  a  person  was  on  board  who  objected  to  quit 
the  ship. 

On  my  making  the  necessary  inquiry  into  his  situation  and  condition,  I  learnt  from  himself  that  he 
was  a  slave  belonging  to  the  Havana,  who  had  escaped  from  his  Mistress  to  avoid  punishment,  and 
that  he  sought  protection  on  board  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship. 

My  instructions  strictly  inculcating  that  I  should  cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  the  authorities, 
and  iif  no  way  authorising  me  to  afford  the  sought  for  protection,  I  immediately  placed  the  slave  under 
the  charge  of  an  officer,  to  deliver  him  over  to  the  authorities  of  the  Havana,  from  whom  I  have 
received  a  paper  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  slave  in  question. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  JENKIN. 

To  Her  Majtstxfs  Commissioners^  Lieutenant  and  Commissioner, 

Mixed  Court  ofJuaticey  Havana. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  102. 

Her  Majesty^a  Commissioners  to  Lieutenant  Jenkin. 

Sir,  Havana,  9th  October,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  having  received  your  Note  dated  the  5th  instant,  inform* 
ingus  ofa  slave  belonging  to  the  Havana  having  secreted  himself  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship 
*'  Romney,"  stationed  at  this  Port,  under  your  command,  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  our 
o{Hnion  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  approve  of  your  conduct  in  immediately  giving  him  up 
to  the  local  anthorities,  as  being  at  the  same  time  fully  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  and  also 
as  avoiding  a  dangerous  subject  of  dispute,  to  entrap  you  into  which  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  man 
was  sent  by  certain  persons  in  this  place. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

^      .  ,  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

To  Lieutenant  Jenkin,  commanding  Her  Majesty^ s  ship  "  Romney.'* 


No.  103. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  Dec.  15.) 
My  Lord,  Havana,  28th  October,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  on  the  14th  instant. 
Her  Majesty's  Sloop  "Ringdove"  detained  the  Spanish  Schooner  "  Vencedwa;" 
for  having  on  board,  concealed,  twenty-six  bozal  negroes.  The  Mixed  Court  of 
Justice  met  to  receive  the  evidence  on  the  19th  instant;  and  on  the  23rd  and 
24th,  the  two  judges  having  consulted  together,  and  not  being  able  to  agree  as  to 
the  sentence,  they  drew  lots,  as  directed  by  the  Treaty,  to  have  the  case  decided  by 
arbitration,  when  the  lot  fell  on  the  Spanish  arbitrator. 

Since^  then,  the  captor.  Captain  Nixon,  having  forwarded  to  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Judge  some  additional  evidence,  he  demanded  a  further  hearing  of  the 
case,  which  was  acceded  to  by  the  Conde  de  Fernandina,  Her  Catholic  Majesty's 
Judge. 

The  Court  has  not  yet  met  again,  and  the  decision,  as  well  as  the  particulars  of 
the  case,  therefore,  must  remain  for  the  next  Despatch. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
The  Right  Hon  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No.  104. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Talmerston.'-^ilteeeived  Mag  4.) 

Mt  Lobd,  Rio  de  Janeiro^  1st  Februartf,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  intercourse  bet^reen  tlus 
port  and  the  Coast  of  Africa  during  the  month  just  dosed. 

The  result  is  that  6  Portuguese  and  1  Brazilian  vessel  sailed  from  this  port  for 
Africa,  and  that  1  American  and  10  Portuguese  vessels  arrived  thence. 

i^^ft  have  oCC* 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

The  Right  Hon.  VUicount  Pabnertton,  G.C.B.  FRED.  GRIGO. 

8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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Nb.  105. 

Hh  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Visoount  Palmerston. — (Received  May  4. ) 
My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  21th  February,  1837. 

The  Enclosure  is  one  of  the  daily  Rio  newspapers,  which  we  have  the  honour 
to  transmit,  as  it  contains  the  Royal  Decree,  dated  Lisbon,  10th  December,  1836, 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

On  enquiry,  we  are  informed  that  this  highly  important  and  interesting  Doeu* 
ment  has  been  published  by  the  Editor  of  the  "  Jomal  do  Conmiercio/'  which  is 
not  the  Official  or  Government  Paper,  and  that*he  copied  it  from  thcxlisboa 
newspapers. 

We  have.  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT.  HESKETH, 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.  FRED.  GRIGG. 

8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  105, 
(Jornal  do  Commercio,  February  27,  1837.) 


No.  106, 
His  Majesty's  Commissioner  to  Viscount  Palmer ston. — {Received  May  17.) 

My  Lord,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  I8th  March,  1837. 

The  transaction  which  is  the  subject  of  the  Despatches  addressed  to  your 
Lordship  on  the  24th  December  and  25th  January  last,  has  advanced  a  step, 
namely,  that,  on  the  25th  February,  the  jury  at  Mangaratiba  found  matter  of  accu^ 
sation  against  the  '*  Juiz  de  Paz,'*  for  having  received  a  bribe  for  the  giving  up  of 
'38  new  blacks  to  the  importer.  The  jury  consisted  of  23  persons,  only  1  of  whom 
signed  the  verdict  as  dissentient. 

This  information  is  published  as  an  anonymous  advertisement  in  the  "  Jomal  do 
Commercio!'  of  the  17th  instant,  which  I  beg  leave  to  enclose,  with  a  translation  of 
the  article  in  question.  "• 

It  is  uncertain  whether  the  article  has  proceeded  from  a  personal  enemy  to  the 
"  Juiz  de  Paz,"  or  from  an  individual  hostile  to  the  Slave  Trade.  But  the  occur- 
rence is  of  importance  in  itself,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  more  so  in  its  consequence, 
inasmuch,  as  the  whole  body  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  may  be  expected  to  guide 
themselves,  in  such  transactions,  by  the  ultimate  result  of  the  present  Case. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  FR:ED.  GRIGG. 

T^e  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  106. 
Extract  Jrom  the  Jornal  do  Commercio  of  March  17,  1837. 

(Translation.)  Advertispment. 

.  The  jury  have  assembled  in  this  town  of  Mangaratiba,  on  the  2^h  February  last.  Under  the 
Presidency  of  the  most  worthy  Judge  (''  de  Direito")  Joa6  Antonio  de  Micai^da,  there  was  brought 
before  the  First  Council  the  process  in  which  the  law  is  plaintiflP  and  Antonio  t.uiz  Vieira  defendant, 
for  the  crime  of  having  received,  in  the  capacity  of.  Justice  of  the  Peace,  2,200  ,rs.,  for  having  given 
up  38  unhappy  new  Africans^Phom  he  had  apprehended-  on  the  14th  November  last  year,  whose 
decision. (that  of  the  jury)  is  annexed ;  and  it  is  proper  to  say,  that  of  23  jurymen,  only  one  signed  as 
dissentient  ("  Vencido")  ! !  And  the  accused  havingappeared  at  the  bar  of  the  tribunal  to  be  judged, 
the  Second  Council  ("  O  Segundo  Consolho")  could  not  be  formed,  and  the  business  was  therefore 
adjourned.  Whenever  it  may  be  tried,  he  (the  Justice  of  the  Peace)  will  be  punished  as  he  deserves, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  crime. 

(Signed)  A  CONSTANT  READER. 

Document.  * 
I,  Francisco  Luiz  de  Avila,  Notary  Public  in  affairs  of  Law,  &c.  in  this  town  of  Mangaratiba,  do 
certify  tha^  referring  to  the  AcLs  in  page  91,  there  is  the  following  decision: — 

•*  The  jury  found  matter  of  accusation  against  the  defendant,  Antonio  Luiz  Vieira,  only  for  the 
crime  of  having  received  a  bribe.*'  ' 

Hall  of  the  Sessions  of  the  First  Council  of  the  Jury,  this  28th  February,  1837. 

Signed  by  22  persons  absolutely,  and  by,  Antonio  Felippe  de  Oliveira,  "  Vencido,'*  or 
dissentient. 
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No.  107. 
HU  Majesty's  Commissianer  to  Viscount  Palmerston.^Received  May  17.) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  22d  March,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  intercourse  between  this 
port  and  the  Coast  of  Africa  during  the  month  of  February  last. 

The  result  is,  that  6  Portuguese  and  1  Brazilian  vessel  arrived  here  from  Africa, 
and  that  5  Portuguese  [and  1  Brazilian  vessel  sailed  for  that  deslination.  Of  the 
last-mentioned  Portuguese  vessels  3  cleared  out  for  Africa  and  the  Cape  Verde 
Islands* 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  FRED.  GRIGG. 

The  BigMHon.  Ftscoufd  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8f.         ^.^  8fc. 
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No.  108, 
His  Meyesty's  Commissioner  to  Viscount  Palmer stom, — {Received  June  15.) 

My  Lord,  Rh  de  Janeiro,  5th  April,  1837. 

In  the  absence  of  His  Majesty's  Commissary  Judge,  and  of  his  representa- 
tive ad  interim  in  the  Court  of  Mixed  Conamission,  I  have  the  honour  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  27th  of  January  last, 
enclosing,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  the  Translation  of  a  Decree, 
issued  at  Lisbon,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1836,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade  throughout  the  Portuguese  dominions. 

The  Despatch  which  the  Commissioners  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  your 
Lordship  on  the  27th  of  February,  recorded  the  republication,  on  that  day,  of  the 
original  Decree  in  the  unofficial  newspaper,  "  O  Jornal  do  Commercio  ;"  and  it 
is  the  more  incumbent  on  me  to  thank  your  Lordship,  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
missioners, for  the  Translation,  as  its  publication  in  the  London  Gazette  extends 
its  official  character,  and  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  hasten  and  extend  the  good  effects 
which  the  Decree  ought  to  have  in-  the  general  repression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c.    st 
(Signed)  FRED.  GRIGG. 

The.  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmer ston,  G.CB. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  109. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioner  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  June  15.) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro^  5th  April,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  intercourse  between  this 
port  and  the  Coast  of  Africa  during  the  month  of  March  last. 

Your  Lordship  will  observe,  that  that  period  comprises  as  many  as  15  arrivals 
and  9  sailings,  being  a  great  and  lamentable  increase  on  the  intercourse  in  January 
and  February,  and  that  all  the  24  vessels  are  Portuguese. 

I  would  also  beg  ^ve  to  call  yom*  Lordship's  attention  to  t#D*K3ircumstances, 
viz.,  that  a  passenger  on  board  of  the  brig  *'  Reis/'  from  Africa,  in  all  probability 
a  slaving-vessel,  is  described  as  Thomas  Selham,  a  British  subject ;  and  that  the 
barque  "  Commodore"  another  of  the  arrivals,  was  under  the  American  flag  only 
a  very  short  time  before  she  sailed  for  Africa,  and  was  notoriously  purchased  and 
fitted  up  for  the  Slave  Trade,  on  account  of  her  superior  sailing,  and  being  calcu- 
lated to  bring  500  slaves  at  a  time.  Indeed,  it  is  generally  believed  that  upwards 
of  that  number  of  slaves  were  landed  from  the  "  Commodore,''  as  near  to  the  city 
as  Botafoge  Bay. 

I  hav^,  &c. 
(Signed)  FRED.  GRIGG. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.CjB. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

m 

Firsrt;  Enclosufe  in  No.  109. 
Departures  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  for  the  Coast  of  Afirica,  during  the  Month  of  Marchy  1831, 
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No.  110. 

His  Mqfisttf^s  CammUwmer  tQ  J^iseount  PalmerstonA^Rec.  June  15»  1837.) 

Mt  Losd^  Bio  de  Janeiro^  bth  April,  1837. 

I  B£6  leave  to  enclose  the  ''  Correio  O&mX "  of  the  4th  instant,  with 
Translations  of  Minutes  of  Despatches  from  the  Department  of  Justice  to  the 
President  of  this  Province  and  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs^  enjoining  the 
execution  of  the  Law  of  the  7th  of  November,  1831,  tor  the  repression  of  the 
illegal  traffic  in  slaves. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  FREDERICK  GRIGG. 

The  Right  Han.  Viscauni  Pahnersten,  G.C.B. 
S^.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  110. 
(Translatioii.)  PricU, 

]>B8PATCH  to  the  PrMident  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  that,  notwithstanding  the  contents  of 
his  Despatch  of  the  22d  of  last  month,  addressed  to  the  Department  for  Foreign  AJms,  and  a  Copy 
of  which  was  transmitted  to  this  Department,  in  regard  to  the  difficulties  of  opposing  the  criminal 
contraband  of  Africans,  yet  that  it  is  incumbent  on  the  President  to  redouble  his  vigilance  in  order  to 
discover  and  punish  the  transgressors  of  the  Law  of  the  7th  November,jl8Bl,  the  ob^rvance  of  which 
18  of  orach  importance  to  the  credit  and  dignity  of  the  Government,  which  cannot  omit  to  reiterate  the 
prerioas  orders  on  this  subject 

Dbspatch  to  the  Minister  ibr  Foreign  Affairs,  in  answer  to  his  communication  of  the  16(h  of  this 
month,  that  the  orders  previously  given  in  respect  to  the  criminal  contraband  of  A  fricaps  have  been  sent 
to  the  President  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  enjoining  the  punishment  of  the  transgressors  of 
the  Law  of  the  7th  November,  1 831. 

No.  111. 

His  Majesty  s  Commissioner  to  Viscount  Patmerston, — (Received  June  15.) 
My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  8th  Aptil,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  **  0  Jomal  do  Commercio  '*  of  this  date,  con- 
taining a  Despatch  of  the  5th  instant  from  the  Charge  d'Affaires  of  Portugal,  and 
the  Decree,  Lisbon,  10th  December,  1836^  for  the  total  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade  throughout  the  Portuguese  dominions. 

Upon  this  subject  injunction  and  notoriety  abound,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that, 
ultimately,  the  great  and  humane  object  will  be  attained. 

I  have  6lc 
(Signed)  FREDERICK  GRIGG. 

T%e  Right  Hon.  Fiteount  Palmerston,  Q.C.B. 
^c.  S^e.  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  111. 
O  Jornal  do  Commercio,  Apiil  6, 1887. 


No.  112. 

Vitcount  Palmerston  to  His  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

Foreign  Offiuy  Uth  Jufy,  1837. 
(Circular. — See  Sierra  Leone  Oenerat,  No.  4.)  • 


No.  113.     • 
Hi*  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  July  26.) 
My  Lobd,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  I7th  May,  1837. 

We  have  the  honoar  to  ei^ose  a  statement  of  the  intercourse  between 
this  port  and  the  Coa^  of.  Africa%(iring  the  month  of  April  last ;  t|ie  arrivals 
bein^  11  vessels,  all  Portuguese,  and  the  sailings  6  vessels,  5  Portuguese  and  1 
Brazilian. 

,^.  We  have,  &c. 

♦  (Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

;  FREDERICK  GRIGG. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
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No.  114. 
His  l\^€sty's  Comnmsianers  to  Viscount  Pabnerstan. — (Received  July  26.) 

^J  horn,  Rio  de  Jtmeira,  Q^th  Muy,  1837. 

HEREWITH  we  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the.  Report  of  the 
laie  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs^  Senhor  Antonio  Paulino  Lirapo  de  Abreu>  to  the 
General  Legislative  Assembly,  together  with  a  translated  Extract  of  the  same 
Document,  relating  to  the  Slave  Trade  with  Brazil,  and  to  the  measures  recom- 
mended and  in  progress  for  its  repression. 

The  Report  in  question  having  been  just  published^  we  are  obliged  to  defer  some 
observations  thereon  till  the  next  opportunity. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

FREDERICK  GRIGG. 
7%e  Right  Han.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Src.  ^c.  ^e. 


Enclosure  in  No.  114. 
Ejfi^actfrom  the  Report  of^  MiniHGrfor  Foreign  Affairs. 

^TransIatioiL)  Brazilian  and  E-ngUsh  Comtnissipn. 

This  CommiMioa,  creaUd  in  virtue  of  the  Additional  Convention  of  the  2Stli  July,  IS  17,  and 
fomuAg  part  of  that  of  the  23d  November,  1826,  has  not  at  present  judged  any  Caae  of  cootraband  of 
Airicaxis.  It  would  be  satisfactory  in  tbe  extreme  if  the  Imperial  Govermnent  could  state  to  you  that 
that  pernicious  contraband  iiad  ceased  or  diminished;  but,  unhappily,  this  has  not  occurred  in  eitlie^ 
case.  The  Minister  of  His  Britannic  Ma^sty,  in  the  execution  of  th«  duty  of  promoting  the  fulfilment 
of  the  Conventiou  referred  to,  has  shown  to  the  Imperial  Government  that,  in  vario\is  parts  of  thi9 
provLOce  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  there  are  markets  for  those  unfortunate  beings,  and  that,  in  this  respect| 
flagrancy  has  reached  the  point  of  there  being  a  company  of  merchants  which  insures  the  vessel^ 
intended  for  so  immoral  a  speculation.  The  Imperial  Government,  animated  by  tbe  most  sincere 
desive  to  exturpate  this  shameful  contraband,  has  not  only  ordered  inquiry  into  such /acts,  but  has  not 
ceased  to  send  the  most  positive  orders  to  the  provincial  Authorities  to  proceed  against  the  delinquents 
in  conformity  to  the  Law  of  the  7th  November,  1831.  The  result,  however,  of  th^  attention  and  of  the 
judicial  proceedings  has  been  nul :  the  delinquents  i^eet  with  sympathy  and  protection  among  a  large 
proportion  of  the  inhabitants,  who  deem  the  infefeduction  of  Africans  as  a  benefit  to  labour,  and  thus 
escape  the  punishment  to  which  they  would  otherwise  be  subject. 

The  Imperial  Government  has  repeatedly  brought  under  the  cof^nizance  of  the  Portuguese  and 
British  Governments  nepresentatioos  showing  that  the  Portuguese  flag  served  to  protect  the  contra- 
band of  Africans.  Tbe  Government  of  Portugal  has  recently  promulgated  a  Decree,  which  it  ordered 
to  be  commimicated  by  its  Chargt^  d'Afiahres  at  this  Court,  and  which  may  contribute  to  discourage 
the  traffickers  in  human  flesh ;  but,  as  the  provisions  of  that  Decree  may  still  be  insufficient,  it  would 
be  requisite  that  the  sale  of  Brazilian  and  foreign  vessels,  becoming  the  property  of  Portuguese  sub* 
jects,  and  to  sail,  under  the  flag  of  their  nation,  for  the  Coast  of  Africa,  should  be  regulated  so  as  to 
exclude  the  possibility  of  their  being  employed  in  sueh  traffic. 

Here  it  is  proper  to  remind  you  of  the  necessity  of  t  iking  a  determination  in  regard  to  the  Articles 
additional  to  the  Convention  of  the  23d  November,  1826,  which  were  signed  on  the  27ih  July,  1835, 
by  the  Ex-Minister,  Senor  Manool  Aloes  ^anco,  and  the  British  Envoy,  Mr.  Fox.  By  the  operation 
of  those  measures,  and  the  adoption  of  others,  which  your  sentiments  of  philanthropy  may  suggest  to 
you,  efficaeious  means  maybe  foiuid  of  repressing  a  contraband  which  so  greatly  dishonours  humanity 
and  the  degree  of  civilization  which  we  have  happily  attained. 

While  it  is  painful  to  have  to  declare  to  you  the  continued  introduction  of  Africans  into  Brazil,  I 
much  rejoice  to  apprize  you  that  the  Colonization  Societies  established  at  this  residence  and  in  Bahia 
ha^e  made  the  most  praiseworthy  efforts  in  order  that  free,  industrious,  and  orderly  emigrants  may 
come  to  the  empire.  The  Imperial  Government,  aware  of  the  usefulness  x)f  these  societies,  has  recom- 
mended to  its  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Agents  that,  on  their  part,  they  facilitate  as  much  as  possible 
such  emigration ;  and  they  have  contributed  every  assistance  and  good  office  for  the  successful  result 
of  the  measures  adopted  in  this  interesting  undertaking. 

No.  115. 

His  Mqjesty^s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  August  22.) 
My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  I4th  Ju7ie,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Official  Paper  of 
this  date,  with  a  Translation  of  part  of  its  contents,  being  a  Despatch  of  the 
6th  instant,  from  the  Minister  of  Justice,  who  is  also  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
ad  interim,  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  a  district  of  this  city. 

By  the  Despatch  in  question  the  Police  is  ordered  to  detain  vessels  arriving 
from  ''  the  East"  (the  Coast  of  Africa)  for  3  days,  and  the  Justice  of  the  Peace 
is  ordered,  in  the  name  of  the  Regent,  to  apply  to  the  Portuguese  Consul-General, 
and  to  proceed  with  him,  and  with  the  ''  Guarda  Mor'"  of  the  Custom-house,  on 
board  of  such  vessels,  and  to  examine  and  report  whether  they  appear  to  have 
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been  engaged  in  the  transport  of  Africans  in  contravention  of  the  Law  of  the 
7th  November,  1831. 

While  addressing  our  previous  Despatch  to  your  Lordship  it  was  our  impression 
that  credit  was  due  to  the  executive  for  having  resisted  the  numerous  municipal 
applications,  in  the  Session  b(  1836,  for  the  repeal  of  the  Law  above  mentioned. 
The  present  measure  serves  to  confirm  our  opinion^  but  we  are  not:  without 
apprehension  that  the  Legislature  may  still  withhold  the  effective  assistance  which 
it  would  be  so  desirable  that  it  should  contribute  towards  the  bond-fide  execution 
of  the  various  measures  for  the  repression  of  this  nefarious  traffic. 

We  shall  not  omit  to  inform  your  Lordship  of  what  may  occur  on  the  slubject. 
s  We  have,  &c.    ', 

(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKBTH. 

FREDERICK  GFUGG, 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
J^c.  8fc.  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  115.  , 

The  Mini$ter  ofJuitice  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  ^ 

(Translalion.)  Department  ofJtutice.  Palace,  ^th  Jwnk^  1887. 

It  being  requisite  to  adopt  new  pleasures  in  regard  to  the  visits  and  examinations  which  i  are  prac- 
tised on  board  of  the  vessels  arrived  from  the  Coast  of  the  east,,  in  order  that  the  orders  of  tUe  (xovem- 
ment  in  respect  to  the  faithful  and  exact  fulfilment  of  the  Law  of  the  7th  November,  1831,  nky  not  be 
eluded,  and  the  Chief  of  the  Police  having  been  ordered  that,  on  the  arrival  of  any  one  of  tpe  yeaseb 
referred  to,  he  cause  her  to  be  detained  for  3  days  and  apprize  you  thereof,  the  Begent,  in. the  name 
of  the  Emperor,  Don  Pedro  II.,  orders  that,  upon  your  receiving  such  communication,  yod  dp  ^pply 
officially  to  the  Consul-Gieneral  of  Portugal,  in  order  that,  on  the  second  day  of  the  detention,  anid  at 
the  hour  which  you  will  point  out  to  him,  he  do  repair  on  board  of  the  vessel  having  arrived^  iilrorder 
to  proceed  to  the  examinations,  which,  according  to  the  existing  laws  of  his  country,  it  is  ipcumbent 
on  him  to  make ;  and  that  you,  acting  on  the  same  occasion,  accompanied  by  the  Surveyors  Whom  you 
will  require  from  the  Inspector  of  the  Arsenal  of  Marine,  and  having  previously  applied  to  th^ 
**  Guarda  Mor*'  of  the  Custom-house  that  he  be  also  present  at  the  same  hour,  do  proceeil  on  the 
proper  examinations,  drawing  up  a  minute  of  the  whole,  to  be  signed  as  well  by  the  Surveyor  as  by  the 
aforesaid  "  Ghiarda  Mor.** 

The  Government  hopes  that  you  will  very  scrupulously  endeavour  to  discover  afl  the  indications 
which  may  prove  the  transport  of  Africans  in  contravention  of  the  law  referred  to,  in  order  that  the 
abuse  of  the  continuation  of  so  inhuman  a  traffic,  which  is  so  scandalously  notorious^  may  not  go  on. 

God  preserve  you. 
(Signed)  FRANCISCO  G£  ACATABA  DE  MONTEZUMA. 

Vke  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  First  District 
ofthe  Pariah  of  Santa  Rita. 


No.  116, 
His  Majesty^ s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  August  22.) 

Mt  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro^  \bth  June^  1^637. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  vessels  that  amved  at 
this  port  from  the  Coast  of  Africa^  and  of  those  that  sailed  hence  for  that  desti- 
nation during  last  month. 

The  arrivals  were  7,  all  Portuguese.    The  departures  were  10»  viz.,  9  Portu- 
guese and  1  Brazilian. 

We  have,  &c.  j 

(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

FREDERICK  GRIGG. 
The  Right  Han.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.  \ 

$fc.  Sfc.  £[€.  » 
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154  RIO  DE  JANEIRO. 

No.  117. 

His  Mycslys  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmersto)u-^Received  August  22.) 
My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro^  19fA  June  1837* 

Your  Lordslup  is  aware  that  the  Deputy,  Senhor  Vasconcellos^  after 
having,  at  one  period,  advocated  measures  ibr  the  repression  of  the  Slave  Tracte, 
at  another,  and  particularly  towards  the  close  of  the  Session  of  1896,  became  one 
of  the  most  strenuous  advocates  for  the  repeal  of  the  Law  of  the  7th  November,. 
1831. 

In  the  present  Session,  Senhor  Yasconcellos  has  been  the  first  to  revive  the 
subject^  and  we  think  it  right  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  Translation  of  his 
speech,  on  the  17th  instant,  as  reported  in  a  newspaper  of  this  date. 

We  shall  not  omit  to  attend  to  whatever  may  occur  on  this  subject,  having  the 
honour  to  be,  &c. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.  FREDERICK  GRIGG. 

^c.  Sfc,  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  117. 
(Translation.)  From  **  0  Jomal  do  Commercio,^*  I9thjuney  1837, 

Senhor  Vasconcellos,  speaking  to  order,  desired  to  make  a  very  simple  requisition,  which  he  should 
not  even  reduce  into  writing.  Last  year  he  presented  a  project  for  the  repeal  of  the  Law  of  the  7th 
November  1831,  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  which  had  not  yet  given  any  opinion,  either 
approving  of,  or  rejecting,  the  project,  wherefore  he  requests  that  the  President  do  now  invite  the 
noble  Members  of  the  Committee  to  report  their  opinion.  He  does  not  imend,  at  present,  to  demcm- 
strate,  at  any  length,  the  utility  of  his  project,  and  he  confines  himself  to  saying  that  it  is  his  favourite, 
as  a  certain  representation,  of  the  24th  October,  is  the  favourite  of  the  noble  Deputy,  Senhor  Limpo 
de  Abreu.  (Laughter.)  He  does  not  know  who  are  the  Members  of  the  Committee,  or  otherwise 
he  would  already  have  applied  to  each  separately ;  wherefore  he  begs  that  his  Excellency,  the  Presi- 
dent, will  invite  the  illustrious  Committee  to  present  their  Report,  afterhearing  him,  if  they  would  da 
him  that  fiivour. 


No.  118. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  .) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  1st  July,  1837. 

We  have  the  honoar  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  vessels  that  arrived  at 
this  port  from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  of  those  that  sailed  hence  for  that  Coasts 
during  last  month. 
The  arrivals  are  3,  the  departures  as  many  as  10 — ^the  whole  Portuguese. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Paimerston,  G.C.B.  FREDERICK  GRIGG. 

^c.  Sfc.  Sfc.       ^ 
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156  RIO  DE  JANEIRO. 

No.  119. 
His  Majestj^'s  Comnii^oners  to  VUeount  Pabnerston. — (Received  August  22.) 

My  LoiiD,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  2rf  Jufy,  1837. 

We  bepr  leave  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Official  Paper  of  the  30th 
June,  and  *'0  Jornal  de  Commercio*'  of  the  1st  instant,  with  a  translated  Extract 
from  the  latter. 

By  Ihe  Official  Paper,  yotir  Lordship  will  observe,  that,  on  the  12th  June,  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  beino^  also  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  ad  interim,  addressed 
a  Despatch  to  the  President  of  the  Province  of  B^ia,  and  to  the  Presidents  of  the 
other  Maritime  Provinces  of  this  empire^  ordering  the  examination  of  vessels 
arriving  from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  in  the  manner  detailed  in  the  Despatch  which 
we  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  your  Lordship  on  the  144h  June. 

The  ^^  Jornal  do  Commercio'  above-mentioned  contains  a  Rc^rt  of  a  propo* 
sition  of  the  Marquess  Barbacena  to  the  Senate,  on  the  30th  June,  for  the  abro- 
gation of  the  Law  of  the  7th  November,  1831,  and  for  the  substitution  of  other 
measures  for  the  repression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Your  Ix^rdship  will  have  seen  by  our  Despatch  of  the  19th  June,  that  the 
Deputy,  Senor  Vasconcellos,  applied,  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  for  a  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  a  project,  presented  by  Senor  Vasconcellos  in  the  Session  of 
1836,  for  the  repeal  of  the  same  Law. 

In  this  way  an  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  Government,  on  this  head,  is 
formally  instituted  in  both  Chambers,  and  it  is  matter  of  considerable  interest  how 
these  important  proceedings  will  end. 

We  shall  not  omit  to  apprize  your  Lordship  of  what  may  occur,  having  the 
honour,  \Slc. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

The  Right  Hon.  Fiscomt  Palmerston,  G.C.B.        FREDERICK  GRIGG, 
^c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  119. 

(Translation.)  Seition  of  the  Senate,  30lh  June,  }837. 

The  Marquis  Barbacena,  Senor,  President. 

Thb  experience  of  6  years  has  shown  to  us  that  the  Law  of  the  7th  November,  1831,  very  far 
from  having  put  an  end  to  the  Traffic  in  Slaves,  as  was  then  and  is  still  ardently  desired  by  the  Lc^s- 
lative  Body,  appears,  on  the  contrary,  to  have  been  a  powerful  stimulus  to  the  energy,  adroitness,  and 
success  of  the  class  of  merchants  which  is  particularly  engaged  in  the  importing  of  slaves. 

In  the  first  two  years  afler  the  Law  the  importation  was  very  inconsiderable,  inasmuch  as  means 
had  not  been  found  of  eluding  examination  at  the  ports  of  arrival  and  departure ;  neither  were  various 
deposits  established  for  the  reception  of  slaves  and  the  teaching  of  the  Portuguese  language ;  nor  was 
there  a  multitude  of  brokers  employed  in  taking  slaves  to  each  estate  to  tempt  the  innocence  of  the 
planters.  As  soon,  however,  as  all  this  machinery  was  in  action,  the  importation  began  to  increase  to 
such  a  degree,  that  it  may  well  be  said,  without  fear  of  exaggeration,  Uiat  it  has  been,  within  the  last 
three  years,  much  greater  than  it  ever  was  while  the  commerce  was  open  and  lawful.  If  the  Legis« 
lature  acquiesces  that  the  impulse  given  to  this  contraband  traffic  continue  in  the  accelerated  motion 
which  it  has  acquired,  Brazil  will  be  very  soon,  not  the  imitator  and  rival  of  civilized  nations,  but  the 
imitator  and  rival  of  the  Coast  of  Africa. 

An  evil.  Gentlemen,  is  almost  always  accompanied  by  many  other  evils.  Thus  the  horrible  crime 
of  the  importers  of  slaves  found  support  in  our  agriculturists,  who,  beginning  by  purchasing  slaves, 
whom  they  suppose  to  be  instructed,  inasmuch  as  they  spoke,  more  or  less,  Portuguese,  and  deriving 
great  profit  from  this  reinforcement  through  the  constant  high  price  of  our  produce,  and,  in  particular, 
of  coffee,  did  not  hesitate  aflerwards  to  purchase  as  many  as  came,  instructed  or  not,  yielding  to  the 
irresistible  desire,  natural  to  all,  to  preserve  and  increase  their  own  fortune.  In  the  mean  while,  what 
may  not  happen  to  be  the  baneful  result  of  this  infraction  of  the  law  ?  The  General  Legislative 
Assembly,  which,  with  so  much  political  foresight,  applied  itself  to  the  termination  of  the  '[Dtiffic  in 
Slaves,  will  be  able,  with  equal  foresight  and  beneficence,  to  apply  itself  to  the  condition  of  the  agri- 
culturists. Far  be  it  from  me  to  eulogize  those  who  knowingly  infringed  the  Law,  but  I  confess, 
ingenuously,  that  there  never  was  an  in&action  of  a  law  presenting  such  plausible  reasons  for  being 
excused,  if  not  forgiven,  as  this  infraction  committed  by  the  agriculturists  of  Brazil.  They  say,  ingenu- 
ously and  with  truth,  not  having  free  labourers,  as  indeed  we  have  not,  to  substitute  for  slaves,  the 
necessary  consequence  will  be  that  of  diminishing,  annually,  and  with  extraordinary  rapidity,  the 
produce  of  our  farms,  inasmuch  as  sickness,  old  age,  and  mortality,  make  an  end  of  the  largest  army, 
when  not  recruited.  It  is  hard  that  we  should  be  condemned  lo  involuntary  poverty ;  but,  as  the 
Government  so  determines,  let  it  take  its  own  measures  that  slaves  be  not  landed  in  Brazil,  and  content 
itself  therewith.  To  require  that  the  agriculturists  should  not  purchase  slaves,  when  they  are  brought 
to  their  doors— when  means  are  ofien  wanting  of  knowing  whether  the  slaves  are  contraband  or  not, 
is  to  require  more  than  humanity  can  do. 

Who  is  there  who  does  not  feel  the  force  of  this  reasoning  ?     In  truth,  Gentlemen,  to  reject  present 

dvantage,  in  order  to  avoid  a  great  prospective  evil,  befits  Statesipen,  the  Legislators  of  the  Empire, 

but  is  far  above  the  comprehension  of  the  mass  of  mankind.    I  shall  not,  1  repeat,  eulogize  those  who 

infringe  the  Law,  for  it  would  be  better  to  have  immediate  recou^f«e  to  the  right  of  Petition,  of  which 

some  of  the  Municipal  Chambers  have  lately  availed  themselves^  but  I  shall  boldly  maintain  that,  if 
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there  be  circumstances  under  which  reason  and  policy  counsel  the  oblivion  of  crime,  never  could  they 
be  nkftt  iiaperioas  than  in  regard  to  that  ef  Which  I  am  sneaking.  They  are  not  Braailiaiis,  elth^ 
turbulent  or  revolutionary,  aiming,  by  force  of  arms,  to  overthrow  the  Government  and  the  Constitur. 
tkm,  as  some  havie  intended  to  whom  an  amnesty  has  been  granted, — they  are  peaceful  landlords,  heads 
of  Tespectid)^  families,  men  replete  with  industry  and  virtue,  who  promote  public  and  private.prosperity 
by  tlieir  labour,  and  who  doubly  deserve  the  complete  oblivion  of  the  mfxaction  which  they  have 
cottifriitled. 

Knowing  perfectly  well  the  sentiments  of  the  Senate,  inasmudi  as  I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  seat 
in  this  AsMmbly  from  the  very  day  of  its  installadoo,  I  will  not  be  so  unjust  as  to  occupy. your  loitger 
attention  to  the  most  urgent  necessity  of  re-caaiing  the  said  Iaw  of  the  7tli  Noveml>er,  1831,  int^ 
another  Law,  containing  enactments  more  ample  and  more  effective — enactments,  which,  rendering 
the  importation  of  slaves  difiBcult  and  almost  impossible,  may  not  injure  the  lot  of  the  agriculturists. 
They  deserve  the  greatest  security  in  regard  to  the  constant,  absolute,  and  perfect  enjoyment  of  their 
*  property  ;  and  the  Senate,  by  duty,  by  honour,  and  by  indination,  wUl  always  endeavour  to  promote 
and  accomplish  such  security  in  the  greatest  possible  extent. 

Impelled  by  these  reasons,  and  by  many  others,  which  will  not  escape  your  perspicacity  and  discern- 
ment, I  have  made  a  Project  of  Law,  which  I  humbly  offer  to  your  considefalion. 

I  dotnot  rely  on  my  own  ability,  but  on  Uie  cause  which  I  defend. 

(The  Marquis  then  read  the  following  Project  oi  a  Law.) 
The  General  Legislative  Assembly  decrees—^ 

AnTicftB  1. ' 
.The  importation  of  slaves  and  of  free  bUcks  mto  the  territory  of  Braz'd  is  prohibited. 

AUTICibE  2. 

This  prohibition  does  not  comprehend — 

1.  Slaves  enrolled  in  the  service  of  ships  of  any  nation  whatever,  provided  that  the  identity  of  the 
indivkluals  be  verified  by  the  Passport,  the  Muster  Roll,  and  the  other  Papers  of  each  vessel. 

9.  The  slaves^  who  mav  return  from  one  province  of  the  empire  to  another,  whether  after  having 
escaped  or  gone  away  with  the  consent  of  their  Owners,  provided  that  such  circumstances  be  proved  by 
attestations  of  the  police,  or  the  local  authorities. 

Article  3.  • 

Brazilian  vessels  found  in  any  port,  or  foreign  vessels  found  in  the  ports,  harbours,  or  anchorages 
of  Brazil,  having  on  board  slaves  or  free  blacks,  not  excepted  In  Article  2,  shall  be  apprehended  and 
considered  as  Importers  of  slaves.  Vessels,  in  which  there  are  fotmd  signs  of  being  intended  for  the 
Traffic  in  Slaves,  shall  be,  independently  of  other  proofs,  also  apprehended,  and  considered  as  having 
effected,  or  endeavoured  to  effect,  the  importation  of  slaves  into  Brazil. 

Article  4. 
The  indications  of  being  intended  for  the  Traffic  in  Slaves  are  the  following : — 

1.  Hatchways,  with  open  gratings,  instead  of  closed  hatches,  according  to  the  practice  of  merchant 
vessels. 

2.  Divisions  or  bulk  heads  (*'  onHparos**)  in  the  hold  or  on  deck,  in  a  greater  number  than  are 
necessary  for  vessels  employed  in  lawful  commerce. 

3.  Ebttra  planks,  prepared  to  form  a  second  deck  for  slaves. 

4.  Collars,  chains,  or  manacles. 

5.  A  greater  quantity  of  water,  in  casks  or  tanks,  than  is  necessary  for  the  use  of  a  n:erchant  vesseL 

6.  An  extraordinary  quantity  of  casks  for  holding  liquids.  The  Master  not  producing  a  certiticate- 
from  the  Custom-house,  showing  that  the  Owners  of  such  ships  gave  suitable  bond  that  the  casks  should 
be  used  8o!ely  for  receiving  palm  oil,  or  for  other  purposes  of  lawful  trade. 

7.  A  greater  number  (^  mess-trays,  or  buckets,  than  is  necessary  for  tlie  use  of  the  crew  of  a- 
merchant-vessei 

8.  A  boiler  of  extraordinary  size,  and  greater  than  is  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  a  merchant- 
vessel,  or  more  than  one  boiler  of  ordinary  size. 

9.  An  extraordinary  quantity  of  rice,  flour,  mandioca,  beans,  or  jerked  beef,  beyond  what  is  neces- 
sary for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  a  merchant-vessel ;  sucli  provisions  not  being  declared  in  the  manifest 
as  part  of  the  cargo  for  commerce. 

Article  5. 

Those  are  guilty  of  the  crime  of  importing  chives,  and  of  attempting  such  importation,  viz.,  the 
Captain  or  Master,  the  Mate  and  Second  Mute  of  the  vessel,  and  the  Supercargo,  for  the  voyage. . 
Those  who  aid  the  landing  of  slaves,  or  free  blacks,  in  the  territory  of  Brazil,  or  who  assist  in  con- 
eealmg  them  at  sea,  or  m  withdrawing  them  in  any  other  way  from  the  cognizance  of  the  public 
authority,  or  from  being  apprehended. 

Article  6. 

Those  who  commit  this  crime  shall  suffer  the  punishment  of  banishment  from  3  to  5  years,  to  tie 
Island  of  Fernando  de  Noronha,  and  besides  shall  be  condemned  jointly  and  held  bouud  each  for  the 
other  ("  in  soltdum")  for  the  expenses  of  the  re-exportation  of  the  slaves,  or  free  blacks,  to  the  ports 
whence  they  came,  such  expenses  to  be  fixed  by  arbiters. 

Article  7. 
T%e  vessels  importing,  or  employed  in  importing,  skves,  shall  be  confiscated,  with  all  their  appur- 
tenances and  the  targo  found  on  board.    The  boats  employed  in  landing,  concealmg,  or  withdrawinff 
tile  slaves,  or  free  blacks,  and  taken  in  this  service,  shall  also  be  confiscated. 

Article  8. 
The  proceeds  of  the  cargo,  ships  and  boats  taken,  shall  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  captors 
deducting  one  quarter  for  the  informers,  if  there  be  any,  and  towards  the  expenses  which  may  be 
incurred  m  the  apprehension.    The  ships  and  boaU  shall  be  broken  up  and  sold  in  separate  parts  imme- 
diately after  the  condemnation.  ^ 

Article  9. 
'^  All  the  slaves,  or  free  blacks,  who  shall  be  apprehended,  either  on  the  high  sea  or  on  the  coast, 
before  disembarkation,  shall  be  re-exported,  at  the  charge  of  the  Government,  to  the  ports  whence  they 
came,  or  to  any  other  port  of  Afirica,  which  may  appear  to  the  Government  to  be  more  convenient  • 
and,  until  they  be  re-exported,  they  shall  be  employed  in  labour,  under  the  safe  guard  of  the  Govern-* 
ment,  as  at  present.  ^-^  j 
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'     ARTICI.E  10. 

No  pAftsports  shall  he  igrranted  to  tnerchant-veasels,  for  ^e  ports  of  the  Coast  of  Africa,  till  their 
OwDers,  Captains,  or  Masters,  shall  have  signed  an  engagwnent  not  to  receive  on  board  of  the  same 
any  slave,  the  Owner  giving  boiad  tn. a  sam  equal  to  the  vohie  of  the  ship  and  cargo,  which  bond  shall 
be  cancelled  when  the  ship  under  bond  shall  not  have  been  apprehendeil,  er  denounced,  within  the 
sprite  of  16  BsoBths. 

Articlk  11. 

The  ships,  Brazilian  or  Foreign,  despatched  from  the  ports  of  iBraiil  for  the  ports  of  Africa,  aad 
these  vess^  which  maybe  suspected,  or  denounced,  as.being  hound  thither,  without  being  despatched, 
shall  be  examined,  on  the  day  of  their  departure,  by  one  of  the  principal  Ojfieers  of  the  Cu3tom-house, 
who  shall  allow  them  freely  to  depart  on  not  finding  on  board  anything  raising  a  suspicion  that  they 
are  intended  for  the  cornmeree  in  slaves. 

On  finding  things  inducing  ettspicioB,  aud  indicatiiig  that  the  ship  is  about  to  be  employed  in  tbe 
Traffic  in  Slaves,  such  things  ^hall  be  talcen  as  contraband,  and  the  persons  interested  in  the  ship,  the   • 
Captain  or  Master,  the  Pilot  and  Shippers,  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  of  contraband. 

Articlk  12. 
Nothing  can  be  received  on  board  of  the  ship  after  the  visit. 

Article  13. 
The  Judges  ("  de  Dereito^')  are  obliged,  ex  officio^  to  judge  in  the  'first  instance,  subject  to  an 
appeal  to  the  ^  Rela^ao,"  in  regard  to  all  the  crimes  enumerate  in  the  present  Law. 

AltTICLK  14. 

No  action  can  He  against  those  who  shall  have  bought  slaves  after  their  disembarkation ;  and  the 
Law  of  the  7th  November,  1831,  and  all  other  Laws  to  the  contrary,  are  revoked. 
Palace^  Senate^  SOth  Juncy  1837. 

Laid  opon  the  table,  to  be  printed,  for  the  purpose  of  being  brought  forward^  in  the  order  of 
business. 

No.  120. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Sept.  14.) 
Mr  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  5th  Juhfy  1837. 

In  pursoance  of  tbe  75th  Clause  of  the  Act  passed  in  the  5th  year  of  the 
Reign  of  His  late  Majesty  George  IV.,  entitled  ^'  An  Act  to  Amend  and  Consoli- 
date the  Laws  relating  to  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,"  we  beg  leave  to 
report  to  your  Lordship  that  no  vessel  has  been  broqght  into  this  port>  for  adju- 
dication by  the  Mixed  British  and  Brazilian  Court  of  Commission  established  in 
this  city,  between  the  5th  January,  1837,  and  the  prasent  date. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HBSKETH. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.  FREDERICK  GRIGG. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  121. 

His  Majesty's  Commissi^ers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  October  7.) 

My  Lorb,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  9th  August,  1837. 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Lordship  that,  according  to  a  statement  in 
the  **  Jornal  do  Coramercio,"  of  this  day,  the  imperial  corvette  **  Regeneracao,'^ 
Captain  Frederico  Mariath,  which  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Para,  captured,  off 
the  Island  of  Tamaraca,  the  Portuguese  schooner  *^  jEugenia,''  from  Angola, 
having  found  her  equipped  for  the  Slave  Trade»  and  that  there  was  every  appear- 
ance that  she  bad  just  landed  slaves. 

A  crew  from  the  corvette  was  put  on  board  the  schooner,  and  they  sailed 
in  company  to  ^  south  latitude^  when  the  corvette  came  on  to  this  port,  where 
her  prize  is  daily  expected. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.  FREDERICK  GRIGG. 

8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 

No.  122. 

His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  ViscoutU  Palmerston. — {Received  October  7.) 

(Extraci)  Rio  de  Janeiro,  9«*  August,  1837. 

We  are  induced  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  the  following  statement,  being 
confident  that  the  local  experience  and  nautical  skill  of  Her  Majesty's  Officers  on 
the  African  station  will  as  readily  detsect  any  deceptive  or  impra^icaJble  suggestion 
as  they  will  appreciate  any  advantages  which  may  be  derivable  from  the  in- 
formation. 
The  embarkation  of  negroes  has  diminished  on  the  Western  Coast  of  Africa, 
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but  has  greatly  increased  on  the  Coast  of  Mczambiaue.  To  intercept  the  slavers 
on  the  Western  Coast,  the  employing  of  armed  boats  is  recommended>  for  the 
reconnoitring  of  the  rivers  and  the  capturing  thp  vessels  that  may  be  found  therein, 
which,  it  is  stated,  are  generally  small  and  not  well  armed. 

On  the  coast  of  Mozambique  the  slave-vessels  are  larger,  of  superior  construe^ 
tion.  well  manned  and  navigated ;  while  those  trading  to  the  Ha,vana  are  besides 
well  armed.  On  this  part  of  the  coast  the  slave-dealers  now  make  their  purchases, 
in  general,  with  merchandize  in  lieu  of  specie,  and  they  frequent  the  ports  of  la- 
hamban,  Sofaia,  Quillimane,  and  Zanzibai*,  as  well  as  Mozambique.  The  Bars  of 
Inhamban  and  Quillimane  being  dangerous,  require  the  assistance  of  a  Pilot;  and 
slavers  arriving  off  these  ports  anchor,  and  iire  guns  during  tlie  night,  as  signals 
for  Pilots.  Cruizers  at  anchor,  or  under  weigh  in  the  offing,  after  dark,  can  thitf 
be  aware  of  the  arrival  of  slave-vessels.  At  Sofaia  the  insurrections  of  the  negroes 
are  said  to  occasion  a  great  hinderance  at  present  to  slave-dealers,  but  at  Quilli- 
mane there  is  a  great  and  increasing  trade.  To  intercept  vessels  sailing  from  In- 
hamban and  Quillimane,  it  would  be  of  advantage  if  a  vessel  were  anchored  close 
in  shore  to  windward  of  the  entrance  of  eacli  port,  and  "  hull  down  ;"  the  slave- 
vessels  being  obliged  on  leaving  to  haul  thek  wind  to  clear  shoals,  which  being 
once  weathered,  the  Mozambique  Channel  is  open  to  them,  with  a  strong  favour- 
able current. 

A  cruizer  off  Mozambique  could  send  in  her  boats  and  ascertain  what  vessels 
are  in  the  harbour,  which  could  be  blockaded  by  a  force  sufficient  to  intercept 
slavers,  whether  arriving  or  departing.  The  same  might  be  done  at  Zanzibar, 
both  these  ports  being  frequented  by  slave-dealers,  for  the  assorting  or  disposing  of 
their  merchandize,  with  reference  to  the  ulterior  and  illegal  shipment  of  negroes. 

After  clearing  the  ports  with  their  cargoes  of  wretched  human  beings,  the  slave- 
dealers  are  said  to  steer  down  the  Mozambique  Channel,  close  to  the  African  shore ; 
and  those  bound  for  Brazil  generally  make  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  whereas 
those  going  to  the  Havana,  which  are  better  armed  and  navigated,  roimd  the  Cfi^ 
more  to  the  southward. 

With  regard  to  the  points  on  the  Coast  of  Brasil  at  whicb  the  lauding  of  slaves 
is  usually  effected,  a  great  number  of  negroes  are  lainled  at  Ilha  Grande,  situate 
in  about  23®  2Ql  south  latitude,  on  the  Coast  of  the  Province  of  San  Paul<^  at 
2  estates  (*'  Fazendas"),  one  on  the  northern,  and  the  other  on  the  southern 
part  of  that  Island,  and  also  at  a  third  estate  situated  on  the  Main,  and  a  little  to 
the  northward  of  Parati. 

The  vessels  while  landing  approach  those  points  by  daylight,  but  haul  off  at 
night  on  account  of  danger  from  sudden  squalls ;  keeping  under  sail  off  **  Barm 
de  Garroso."  To  capture  such  vessels  a  cruizer  should  keep  out  of  sight  during 
the  day,  to  the  northward  of  Ilha  Grande;  and  at  night  approach  the  entrances 
to  the  northward  and  southward  of  that  Island  where  the  slavers  will  be  found. 

No.  123. 

HU  Majesty'^  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  October  7.) 

Mr.. Lord,  Bio  de  Janeiro^  10th  August,  1837. 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion  in  the  Senate  on  the  3d  instant,  upon  a  pro- 
position to  reduce  the  duty  on  the  produce  of  the  mine  of  Gongo  Soccov  Senhor 
Antonio  Pedro  da  Costa  Ferreira,  one  of  the  Senators  for  the  Province  of  Maran-- 
ham,  moved  an  amendment  that  the  reduction  should  be  on  condition  that  the  mine 
be  worked  by  free  labour. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  apparently  without  a  division.     We  think  it 
expedient,  however,  that  your  Lordship  should  be  informed  of  the  circumstance, 
not  only  as  showing  the  feeling  of  an  individual  Senator,  but  as  demonstrating  that 
free  negroes  would  in  all  probability  always  find  employment  in  this  country. 

We  understand,  that,  by  the  express  instructions  of  the  Candongo  Mining 
Association  of  London,  their  property  in  this  country  is  worked  wholly,  or  as 
much  as  possible,  by  hired  negroes.  But  it  is  evident,  that  however  humane  the 
motive,  the  distinction  necessaniy  falls  short  of  the  object. 

We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  Q.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


FREDERICK  GRIGG, 
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No.  124. 
Her  Majesty  8  Commhmners  to  Fheount  Pahnerston. — (Received  October  7.) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro^  \Oth  August^  1837. 

Your  Lordship  will  liear,  no  doubt,  from  Her  IVIajesty's  Minister  at  this 
G)urt,  of  the  arrival  here,  on  the  24th  ultimo,  of  the  Portuguese  patacho,  ''  Em' 
peculadory*  Guimaraens,  Master,  from  Liverpool,  with  a  cargo  of  British  manu- 
factures consigned  to  English  merchimts  in  this  city. 

It  being  understood  that  the  ''  JSspeculador'*  and  her  cargo  are  bound  for  the 
Coast  of  Africa,  an  Order  was  issued  by  the  Grovernment,  subjecting  all  sudi  car- 
goes to  a  Custom-house  duty  of  16^  per  cent.,  as  a  measure  of  finance,  and  as  an 
impediment  to  the  Slave  Trade. 

This  proceeding,  however,  being  contrary  not  only  to  custom,  but  to  a  formal 
determination  of  the  Government,  with  reference  to  a  proposal  to  the  same  effect 
on  the  part  of  a  late  Inspector  of  the  Customs,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  commu- 
nicate to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  this  Court  the  Copy  of  the  Commis- 
sioners' Despatch  to  your  Lordship  of  the  30th  Septemlj^r,  1836,  with  the 
accompanying  Documents  bearing  on  the  jn^esent  proceeding. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 


The  Right  Hon.  f^iscoiint  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sec.  ^c.  Sfc. 


FRED.  GRIGG. 


No.  125. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Pamerston. — (Received  October  7.) 

My  Lord,  jBio  de  Janeiro,  14th  August,  1837. 

Our  Despatch  of  the  2d  ultimo  will  have  conveyed  to  your  Lordship  a 
Legislative  Project  /presented  by  the  Marquis  Barbacena  to  the  Senate,  for  the 
abrogation  of  the  Law  7th  November,  1831,  and  the  substitution  of  other  enact- 
ments. 

We  now  beg  leave  to  transmit  a  printed  Draft,  dated  29th  July,  of  the  same 
Project,  with  alterations,  the  result  of  several  discussions,  and  as  the  proposition 
stood  for  the  third  reading.  Also  a  similar  Draft,  with  manuscript  erasures  and 
additions  made  at  the  third  reading,  and  as  the  Bill  passed,  on  the.  9th  instant, 
to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  14  Articles  proposed  in  the  first  instance  were  reduced 
to  13,  and  that,  besides  various  intermediate  alterations,  other  alterations  and  addi- 
tions were  made  in  the  last  stage. 

The  latter  are  the  most  important,  and  we  presume  that  their  spirit  wiU  be  best 
seen  by  an  Enclosure  showing  the  comparative  state  of  the  Bill  before  and  after 
the  third  reading. 

Tlie  only  point  which  appears  to  be  an  amelioration  of  the  original  Project,  as 
transmitted  to  your  Lordsnip  on  the  2d  ultimo,  is  Article  6,  substituting,  for 
banishment  to  Fernando  de  Noronha,  the  punishment  for  piracy,  and  a  fine  of 
4  contos. 

In  all  other  respects  the  Bill  seems  to  be  intended  to  legalize  every  slave  trans- 
action in  violation  of  the  Law  7th  November,  1831 ;  to  present  only  such  obstacles 
to  future  importations  of  negroes  as  experience  proves  are  to  be  overcome  by 
connivance,  or  bribery;  and,  above  all,  to  deprive  those  negroes  who  have  received 
freedom,  and  those  who  are  entitled  to  it  under  the  same  Law,  not  only  of  their 
liberty,  but  of  all  means  and  hope  of  recovering  it. 

We  apprehend,  too,  that  such  negroes  as  nave  been  brought  to  this  country 
since  the  Law  above  mentioned,  and  have  not  been  re-exported  to  Africa,  may  lose 
theu*  earnings,  not  only  on  account  of  the  practical  mal-administration  of  their 
affairs,  but  as  the  Law  may  perhaps  be  considered  as  abi-ogating  the  regulation  for 
their  employment  in  this  country.  Upon  this  subject  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
Despatch  which  the  Commissioners  had  tlie  honour  of  addressing  to  your  Lordship 
on  the  22d  February,  1832,  being  Paper  No.  84  in  the  Correspondence  published 
in  that  year. 

We  also  beg  leave,  my  Lord,  to  lay  before  you  "  O  Jornal  do  Imperio  "  of  the 
5th  instant,  with  an  abstract  of  a  Speech,  on  the  4th,  as  reported  to  have  been  deli- 
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vered  by  Senhor  Costa  Ferreira,  one  <tf  the- Senators  for  Maranham,  in  a  third 

discussion  of  this  swbjecL    In  substance,  the  Senator  is  reported  to  have  expressed 

his  surprise  thatothey  Senators  should  have  supported  a  project  appearing,  to.  be 

veiy  injutrious  to  the  country,  that  the  concluding  Article  is  incomprehensible, 

itesznuoli  as  thfe  Constitution  does  not  allow  any  law  to  have  a  retroactive  effect, 

that  the    cause  of  humanity  is  not  to  be  overlooked,  and  tihstt  it  tvdxid  be  pre- 

po8teiX>u»  to  8ay,  in  jspite  of  the  Law  of  November,  1831,  that  the  negroes  in 

Question    are  slaves. 

Jn  fitziother  daily  papsr  it  is  stated  that  the  unSermentioiied  six  Senators  are  also 
op|)oaeci.    <o  the  Law  in  progress. 

For  Minas  Geraes  : — ,,..;. 

Senl^oorEvangelista  deFariaLobate.  * 

Sexilxox  Lucie  Soares  Teix^ira  de  Gouvea.      ►  ,.  i 


SeriTm^ 
Senifc 


Mai 


For  Pern aihbuco  :'; —  \ 

Manoel  Caetano  de  Almeida  e  Albuquerquq.    :  . 
Joz6  Ignacio  Borges.  .  :  .  .    - 

Foi'  Rio  de  Janeiro  :— 
^<^^«:i]6de  Faranageid. 

'     '  For  Piauky  : — 

Sexi  Vi.e>  J  Luis  Joze  de  Oliveira.  •        ''.  - 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed).        „ ROBERT  HESKEEIL 

^    ^^    ' -       •  ^  FRED.  GRIGG. 

The  J^i^^ht  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  O.C.B. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  125. 


Bill  for  Repecd.of  LaWt  7tk  N^vendber^  1831. 

Before  the  Third  Reading.  .  "     *  Afler  the  Third  Reading. 

Articlb  5. 

Those  gfuJfty  of  Ac  cnme  of  importing^  slaves^ 
and  of  attempting  suefa  importaUon,  are  the  Cap- 
tain or  Mast^*,  the  Mate  and  Seoond  Mate  of  the 
Vessel,  the  Supfrcargo,  fiqd  the. principals. in  the 
business.  The  accomplices  are  those  who  aid  the 
the  landing  of  slaves  or  free  blacks  on  the  terri^ 
tory  of  Brazil. 


TV 

^^  r^^^  guflty  of  the  crime  of  importing  slarcs, 
jjjij  *  attempting  SDch  importation,  are  the  Cop- 
Vess^l*  "^^^^^  *^®  Mate  and  Second  Mate  of  the 
bimgy^^^  ^he  Supercai^o,  and  the  principals  in  the 
JainJij^^^.  The  accomplices  are  those  who  aid  the 
Br^^^  ^^  ®^  slaves  or  free  blacks  in  the  territory  of 
thei^  '--  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^7  ^^y  Bssisi  in  introducing 
from  ^J^^^  ^^  interior,  or,  in.  withdrawing  them 
also  c^i^^*  public  authority,  not  only  at  sea,  but 


or^ 


shore,  within  a  league  from  the  beach. 


J  Article 

of  thi*"^^^^  *®  '^®  crimes  which  are  the  subject 
cifto^  .  Xaw,  and  with  exception  of  the  casies  spe- 
ticea  *  *^  **J^  Treaties  with  Great  Britain,  the  Jus- 
triQt  ^^  ^^  ^^^  P^ate,  Municipal  Justices,  and  Dis- 
may ^  ^^^-aticcs  '*de  Dircito,**  when  the  landing 
iativ^  ^^  effected,  or  attempted,  shall  have  cumu- 
but  £«.  "^  ^-^risdiction,  inclusive  of  passing  sentence, 
juria^j  ^hall  never  be  understood  to  exclude  the 
^^  ^^^<^n  of  the  Judges,  **  de  Direito,"  who  may 
r^^nizance  of  actions  commenced,  and  renew 
^  lotions. 


12- 

The  Judges,  "  de  Direito"  are  ^|Eclu»ively  com- 
petent to  prosecute  and  judg^  the  crimes,  which 
are  the  subject  of  this  Law,  subject  to  appeal  **  ex 
officio^'  lo  the  ^  Rela^oes,"  the  local  authorities 
.being  oQly«oitipetent  to  apprehend  and  investi* 
gate,  and  to  take  preparatory  information,  which 
shall  be  sent  to  the  said  Judges,  "  de  Dircito." 


^*  canons. 

-j^  Article  13. 

-Nov^      ^^ction  can  lie  under  the  Law  of  the  7th         No  action  can  lie  under  the  Law  of  the  7th 
(N^»gT^V)er,  1831,  which  is  revoked;   but  those      November,  1831,  which  is  revoked,  as  well  as 
t\i^^^^^*«8)  who  already  enjoy  liberty  by  effect  of     all  other  Laws  to  the  contrary. 
\aw%^**^®  Law,  shall  be  maintained  therein.    All 
^^^  the  contrary  are  revoked. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  125. 
rV^f^^  From  "  0  Jomal  do  ImperiOi*  bih  August^  1837. 

Session  of  the  Ath  August^  1837. 
^     •     Senhoe  Costa  Ferreira  speaks  at  considerable  length  against  the  project.     He  is  surprised  that 
rioole  Senators  of  distinguished  patriotism  have  supported  a  project,  which,  in  his  opinion,  will,  if  it  pass, 

V/Uss  A.  Y 
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he  f«ry  injorious  to  the  countiy.    The  lastArticleis  so  expreaaed  that  he  oannol  iuidec8tuidlt»«iid  he 
should  be  glad  if  It  wene  explained.     But,  if  he  rightly  understand  the  Ccmstitotion,  it  b  very  dear  in  not 
allowing  any  law  to  have  a  retractive  effect.    And,  in  his  humble  opinion,  the  cause  of  humanity  ought 
Bot  to  be  forgotten.    True  it  is  that  the  RoMans  erected  altars  to  Fever,  and  ealM  H  a  goddesi.    So, 
t^  trhftt  he  dbmnts^  it  may  be  said,  distinetly,  aad  without  further  disguise,  that  Slavery  it  Ffeedbm. 
A.Qd  let  it  at  once  be  avowed,  that  in  spite  of  the  faw  of  1881,  these  men  are  Slaves !     He  would  mat 
^eNoUe  Senator,  (Senhor  Francisco  de  P&ula  Souzae  Mello,  one  of  four  senatocs  for  San  Paulo)  what 
is  the  use  of  the  Amendment  which  he  has  bid  upon  the  table  (to  suppress  the  words  ^  those  nwroes 
shafl  be  mafntamed  in  their  liberty  who  already  enjoy  it,")  whether  toese  judges,  ^  de  Direito^^  am 
so  many  Melchizedeks?     He  is  himself  of  opinion  that  what  has  been  done  b  only  going  backward. 
Yesterday,  members  exclaimed  against  judges  *^de  Birdto'*  and  *^  Desembai^gadoresi''  to-day,  one 
hears  the  contrary,  it  is  the  web  of  Penelope,  we  are  doing  and  undoing,  but  he  would  a^  the  noble 
senator  whether  these  judges,  '^  de  Dircito''  and  '^  Disembaigadoves"  have  no  property,  or  reladoms, 
or  friends,  whether  they  are  not  in  the  same  circumstances  as  the  jurymen?    He  (Senhor  Costa 
Ferreira)  is  himself  acquainted  with  many  *^  Disembargadores,"  who,  perhaps,  are  sighing  for  this 
law,  in  order  to  buy  sbves — ^these  are  the  persons  who  are  battling  most  in  fitvonr  of  this  law,  and  b 
it  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  decide  better  than  others?    He  has  no  such  expectatioa,  or 
that  thb  law  will  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves.     On  the  contrary,  it  will  greatly  promote  their 
introduction,  for  whenever  the  number  of  purchasers  is  considerable,  the  market  is  very  active. 
Wherefore,  if  the  juries  be  defective,  let  them  be  reformed;  but  let  it  not  be  expected  that  other  judges 
will  do  better.     He  is  of  opinion  that  the  project  cannot  pass  for  vrant  of  perspicuity.     Upon  some 
points  its  very  author  has  repeatedly  vacillated.     He  has  even  proposed  amendmenta,  the  which  b  a 
sign  that  notwithstanding  his  acknowledged  talent  and  patriotbm,  he  has  not  deeply  considered  the 
project.  Instead  ef  bringing  peace,  it  must,  on  the  contrary,  occasion  disturbances,  for  the  reasons  which 
he  has  already  stated^  and  which  Noble  Senators  know.     Treating  of  certain  pointe  ef  the  project,  he 
observes  that  he  does  not  accord  with  what  he  heard  in  a  previous  debate,  inasmuch  as  the  principal 
criminals  are  a  few  traffickers,  and  as  the  Portuguese  flag  has  continually  covered  thb  traffic.    In  my 
province  (Maraham)  said  the  illustrious  orator,  it  would  be  the  greatest  good  fortune  to  the  agricul- 
turists, if  there  were  not  so  many  means  of  introducing  slaves  in  that  quarter.    They  would  be 
unshackled  and  provided  wi&i  money,  which  they  cannot  be  while  this  infernal  traffic  is  so  rife, 
employing  their  capital,  without  discretion,  in  the  purchase  of  slaves,  by  whose  death  it  b  absorbed. 
Finally,  he  is  of  opinion  that  this  project  has  no  other  object  than  the  reducing  of  the  free  population 
of  Brazil,  and  that  the  Societies  which  have  so  zealously  endeavoiired  to  introduce  free  labourers,  will 
all  be  discouraged  if  this  project  pass. 


No.  126. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston — {Received  October  1th.) 

My  Lord,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  14<A  August,  1837. 

We  have  the  hoaour  to  enclose  a  statement  of  8  vessels^  which  arrived  here 
from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  of  5  vessels  that  sailed  from  this  Port  for  tiie  same 
Coast,  in  the  course  of  last  month. 
The  whole  are  described  as  Portuguese. 

We  have^  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

FRED.  GRIGG. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc,  Sfc.  8fc. 
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No.  127. 
Her  MajeHy'9  Comms^iontrs  to  VucourU  Pabnerston. — (Received  Nat.  15<A.) 

Mr  Lord,  '  Rio  de  Janeiro,  2nd  Sq)temher,  1837. 

We  liave  the  honour  to  endose  a  statement  of  the  intercourse  between  this 
Port  and  the  Coast  of  Africa  during  the  month  just  closed.  Only  1  vessel  is 
stated  to  have  arrived  here  but  there  were  7  that  sealed ;  the  whole  reported  to  be 
Portuguese. 

We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

FRED.GRIGG- 

The  Right  Hon,  Viscount  Pahnertton^  G.C.B. 

Cfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 
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No.  128. 
Her  Majuhfs  CanrnisHmere  to  Vucount  Palmer ston. — {Received  iViw.  15<A.) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Mh  September^  1837. 

Our  Despatch  of  the  \A^  ultimo  will  have  apprised  your  Lordship  that, 
on  the  9th  August,  the  Bill  for  the  abrogation  of  the  Law,  7tii  November,  1831, 
passed  from  the  Senate  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies. 

We  have  now  the  honour  to  add,  that,  on  the  2nd  instant,  the  measure  in  question 
was  taken  up  by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  when  one  of  the  13  Representatives  of. 
t^  Province  of  Peraambucco,  offered  as  an  ameudn^nit,  unsupported  by  any  argu- 
ment, the  project  of  Senhor  Vasconcellos,  presented  in  1836,  for  the  Repeal  of  the 
same  Law. 

Another  Deputy,  for  Pernambaeco,  contended  that>  in  efiect,  the  Bill  sanctions 
the  importation  of  slaves,  which  it  professes  to  prohibit — ^diat  the  prohibition  is 
only  nominal,  inasmuch  as  the  setting  foot  on  the  territory  oS  Brasil,  %  the  agency 
of  a  pirate  (meaning,  no  doubt,  any  slaving- vessel)  is  deemed  a  legal  importation— 
that  no  measures  have  been  taken  to  keep  off  such  vessels^-on  the  contrary,  that  a  Bra- 
.zilian  Officer,  making  such  a  capture,  is  dismissed — wherefore  the  Deputy  proposed 
that  the  consideration  of  this  Project  be  adjourned  till  the  Articles,  additional  to 
the  Treaty  with  England,  prohibiting  the  commerce  in  slaves,  which  have  been 
before  the  Chamber  for  two  years,  shall  be  discussed. 

The  proposed  adjournment  having  beea  negatived,  a  third  Deputy  for  Pernam- 
bucco  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  Government  is  committed,  to  a  certain  degree, 
with  that  of  Englano,  in  regard  to  the  abolition  of  the  traffic,  wherefore,  1»  pro- 
posed that,  to  obviate  difficulties^  the  ^nister  for  Foreign  Affiiirs  should  be  invited 
to  assist  at  the  further  discussion  of  this  Project,  which  was  ultimately  deteonined 
upon. 

The  sam6  Deputy  then  proceeded  to  state,  that,  though  the  Law,  7th  November, 
cannot,  in  his  opinion,  be  executed,  yet  he  could  not  vote  for  the  Bill,  being  of 
opinion  that  the  traffic  would  be  more  effectually  put  down  by  indirect  means,  such 
as  the  excluding  slaves  from  public  works,  the  registjering  of  tfieir  transfer  by- 
sale,  and  the  levying  of  a  tax  upon  their  location. 

A  Deputy  for  the  Province  of  Bahia  then  expressed  his  opinion — ^that  the  present 
Law  is  wholly  inadequate  to  the  repression  of  the  traffic  ;^  that  it  deprives  tiie 
Treasury  of  two  sources  of  revenue,  viz.,  of  the  duties  previously  levied  on  the 
importation  of  slaves,  and  of  the  advantage  which  resulted  from  the  transit  of 
foreign  goods,  through  Brazil  to  Africa,  in  addition  to  a  loss  by  the  non-production 
of  other  goods  and  manufactures,  formerly  the  produce  of  Brazil,  which,  as  matters 
stood,  were  then  exported  to  Africa,  with  the  foreign  goods  intended  for  that 
market. 

In  the  opinion,  too,  of  the  same  Deputy,  the  law  gives  a  premium  to  contraband 
slave  importers,  equivalent  to  the  abro^ted  importation  duty  on  the  slavm,  by 
which  the  importers  have  been,  and  are,  enabled  to  purchase  the  connivance  or 
the  assistance  of  those  who  ought  to  execute  the  law,  and  to  retain  exclusive 
possession  of  the  trade,  while,  even  magistrates,  unsuspected  rf  venality,  shut  their 
eyes  to  what  is  passings  rather  than  subjectthe  contraband  importers  to  the  essbreme 
penalties  of  the  law. 

The  Deputy  further  contended  that,  where  the  law  is  operative,  it  aggravates 
the  misery  and  waste  of  life  of  the  unhappy  Africans,  not  only  as  the  mortality  by 
illness  is  now  more  extensive,  but  as  under  the  present  system  whole  cai^goes  are 
often  sacrificed. 

To  remedy  these  evils,  the  Deputy  proposed  the  levying  of  a  heavy  duty  on  the 
importation  of  slaves,  Arough  the  Custom-house,  or  pecuniary  penalties  on  contra- 
band impcrters,  such  as  will  preclude  their  engaging  in  the  traffic,  by  which,  we 
presume,  is  meant  such  penalties  as  are  not  tantamount  to  the  absolute  ruin  of  the 
parties,  and  which  it  is  thought  will  not  enlist  the  magistrates  and  local  authorities 
in  favour  of  the  culprits. 

In  conclusion,  the  Deputy,  after  advising  that  the  Government  should  take  an 
account  of  the  Africans,  uiJawftilly  acquu-ed  since  18^,  proposed  as  an  Amend- 
ment, that, — "  It  is  prohibited  to  unport  into  Brazil,  and  its  territory,  Africans, 
*'  either  captives  or  slaves,  taught  or  new,  free  or  freed,  or  lihertoe'^ 

The  Amendment  was  secoiMled,  and  the  discussion  adjourned. 
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OS  tiw9e  pvoceedin^  we  be^  leara  to  enclose  a  Ifoport  and  Translation' ;  and  we 
i^ret  l&at,  as  we  believe,  there  is  no  other  Report  on  the  subject.  For  there  is 
Que  part  of  the  proceedings  which  is  not  quite  clear  at  present,  via.,  that  while  two* 
c£  the  speakam  ace^  reported  to  have  reoommended  the  iM>n^mploymentt  of  slaver 
in  JiiM?eria/  Public  Works ;  tiley  are  also  said  to  have  recommended  their  employ- 
ment m  Pirovincial  Public  Works. 

We  have,  &c.. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HE&KETH. 

FREDERICK  GRIGO. 
TKe  Bight  Hon.  Ftsvount  Palmerstony  G.C.B. 
|c.  8fc.  8fc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  128. 

(TVaMlatkmO  Rio  de  Janeiroy  2nd  September,  1837. 

S$siion  of  the,  Chamber  of  Deputies,*^Discus$ion  on  the  Project  of  the  Senate  for  the  abrogation  of 

the  Law  7th  November^  1831. 
Article  Ist. 
'•Tte  Importation  of  Sbves  and  Free  Blacks  intq  the  Territory  of  Brazil  is  prohibited ;  the  Passage 
I  {torn  one  province  to  another  is  (not)  included." 

I  Senlior  8ebastiao  do  Rego  Barros  (one  of  thirteen  Deputies  for  the  province  of  Pemambncco)  an-^ 

DMnced  ^hsX  he  has  to  o&r,  as  an  amendment,  the  project  of  Senhor  Vascellos  (presented  in  the 
Session  of  1886,  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  7th  November.) 

Senhor  Rzende  (another  Deputy  for  Pemambncco)  does  not  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  words 
"the  importation  of  Africans  is  prohibited,"  inasmuch  as  the  project  sanctions  such  importation.     It 
I  q>pearB  to  him  thai  the  first  Article  is  a  contrivance  for  bringing  this  subject  to  a  vote,  in  order  to  the 

I  spreading' of  a  report  in  Br&zii  that  the  importation  of  slaves  is  free ;  they  being  acknowledged  as  free 

;  men  by  the  laws  of  Bi^zil.     He  observes  that»  in  the  north,  in  his  province,  such  importation  v^as 

i  very  rare ;  but  since  the  propositions  for  repealing  the  law  of  1831,  some  one  has  spread  a  report  that 

tiie  low  was  abolished,  and  the  importation  of  Africans  no  longer  causes  any  surprise.  If,  there- 
fore, theOhamber  should  vote  for  the  first  Article,  the  effect  of  which  is  insidious,  it  will  immediately 
b^  said  that  the  other  Articles,  which  sanction  such  importation,  are  also  admitted. 

In  this  project,'  it  is  said,  that  the  importation  of  Africans  into  the  territory  of  Brazil  is  prohibited; 
btit,  when  once  these  Africans  have  set  foot  on  the  territory  of  Brazil,  they  are  imported.  If  a  pirate 
should  succeed  in  landing  Africans  on  the  territory  of  Brazil,  they  are  actually  imported,  notwith- 
sttmlhig  that  the  importation  is  prohibited.  It  appears  to  be  doubted  whether  the  law  of  1831  exists. 
He  reminds  the  Chamber  that  the  present  law  is  proposed  while  no  means  have  been  brought  forward^ 
for  preventing  pirates  from  approaching  the  coasts  of  Brazil  with  Africans.  It  is  known  that,  when 
a  naval  officer  takes  a  vessel  with  Africans,  he  is  dismissed  from  the  command.  If,  while  men  are 
declared  to  be  slaves,  whom  the  law  declares  to  be  free,  and  who,  setting  foot  on  the  country,  in  which 
liberty  is  established,  become  slaves,  there  were  at  least  a  wall  of  iron  preventing  pirates  from  ap- 
proaching the  coasts  of  Brazil,  there  would  be  some  excuse.  But,  while  the  articles  additional  to  the 
Treaty  with  England,  for  the  more  effectual  prohibition  of  this  traffic,  have  been  so  long  before  the 
Chamber,  and  that  no  other  measures  are  taken,  of  what  use  is  this  law  ?  He  (the  Deputy)  desires 
that  the  consideration  of  this  project  be  adjourned  till  the  articles,  additional  to  the  treaty  with  Eng- 
land, probibitiBg  the  commerce  in  slaves,  and  which  have  been  before  the  Chamber  for  two  years,  be 
discussed.  He  is  of  opinion,  that,  if  the  Assembly  wish  to  prove  that  it  does  not  protect  this  com- 
merce, it  ought  to  adopt  every  measure  to  keep  off  the  pirates,  who  are  engaged  therein. 

(The  adjournment  proposed  by  the  Noble  Deputy  is  seconded,  and  put  to  the  vote;  but,  after 
sottiedisevBBkm  rejected). 

SenhcM'  Hottaada'CaifmkBnte,  (also  Deputy  for  Pemambucco)  afler  adverting  to  the  disparity  of 
proceeding  in  this  Chamb^,  in  regard  to  projects  received  irom  the  Senate,  which  pass  immediately 
U>  a  second  discussion,  while  the  projects  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  pass  a  first  discussion  in  the 
Senate,  whence  inconvenience  arises — enters  upon  the  subject 

Ott  Oovemmenl  being  ill  a  eertain  degree  committed  with  that  of  England,  in  regaid  to  the 
abolition- of  the  traffic  in<  slaves ;.  being  himself  tof  opinion,  that,  if  the  law,  as  it;  has  come  from  the. 
Senate,  be  passed ;  there  may  be  great  disputes  ("  Grandes  contesta^oes")  on  this  subject,  and  as 
he  wishes  to  guard  the  administration  from  any  eventual  embarrassment  or  difficulties  consequent 
ufMm  the' law,  he  proposes  that  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  be  invited  to  assist  at  the  discus* 
sbn  of  this  project. 

Altfaoogb  he  (Senhor  CavaleiHite)  admits  that  the  law  of  the  7th  of  November,  1831,  cannot  he  exe- 
cuted,, and  encourages  immorality,  yet  he  cannot  vote  for  the  project  under  discussion.  He  is  of. 
opnioDy  that,  in  order  to  obviate  the  continued  importation  of  Africans,  it  will  be  more  useful  to- 
reetit  to  indirect  means,  such  as  excluding  slaves  from  public  works ;  the  adopting  the  measure  sug- 
gested by  the  Prcynneidl  assembly  of  S^n  Paulo,  and  In  the  reports  oTthe  Minister  of  the  empire,  and 
the  Mlnist^  of  Finance  requiring  that  contracts  for  the  transfer  of  slaves  be  made  by  public  docu* 
ments.  It  also  appears  to  him  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  tax  the  location  of  slaves^  and  that  the 
result  would  be  the  more  useful,  as  it  should  be  determined  by  a  general  law,  that  slaves  should  not 
be  employed  in  pubhc  works,  the  provinces  might  employ  slaves  in  local  undertakings* 

It  was  decided  that  tbe  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  shonld  be  invited  to  assist  at>  the  diteussiott 
of  thk  law. 

Seobor  Rebou^as' (one  of  13  deputies  for  Bahia). — ^Mr.  President,  I  strongly  object  that,,  when  an 
existing  law  is  not  under  disoussion,  it  shonld  be  impugned,  as,  with  great  dissatisfaction,  I  hay^ 
heard  even  of  the  additional  Act.  It  appears  to  me  Uiat  this  is  very  impolitic,  and  that  thus  a  very 
iMd  lesaoii  is  given  to  thi*  people*  (H^ear).  I  think  that  I  am  consistent  in  speaking  against  the 
law  of  1881>.whkdi  belonj^  to  the  discussion  of  this-pibject. 
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It  is  confirmed  by  experience  that  the  Law  of  7th  Notember  tould  ba.ve  no  other  l&tfir  tf  b«<f  aiSct, 
Inasmuch  as,  while  it  prohibited  the  commerce  in  Africans,  the  means  employed  for  lermin^ting  ib« 
commerce  must  be,  in  the  opinion  of  every  body  acquainted  with  the  subject,  absolutely  inefficient/' 
The  result  was,  that  the  public  income  was  deprived  of  two  sources  of  revenue,— the  direct  source  of* 
the  duties  which  were  received  on  the  importation  of  Afirican  slaves,  and  the  indirect  source  fpwn  g%>od^ 
brought  to  Brazil,  and  which  went  hence  to  Africa,  in  addition  to  other  goods  of  the  country,-  whicb 
were  cultivated  or  manufactured  to  a  greater  extent  by  the  keepipg  up  of  that  commerce.     Another^ 
and  a  moral  evil,  resulted  from  this  law.     The  contraband  importers  of  slaves  continued,  hevcrlteless, 
the  traffic,  and,  having  the  means  of  disbursing  the  amount  of  duties  which  they  formerly  paid  to'the 
Custom-house,  they  were  enabled  to  continue  the  commerce  with  impunity,  and  it  has  thus  remained' 
exclusively  m  their  own  hands.     In  this  way  neither  the  comnaerce  nor  its  evils  being  put  down,  them' 
ensued  a  deojee  of  immorality  which  will  ruin  Brazil  entirely,  if,  indeed,  the  evil  be  not  already  irr^ 
mediable.     There  is  another  evil ;  when  the  commerce  in  slaves  was  lawful,  the  deaths,  in  addition  to* 
those  which  ensued  in  Africa  by  the  wars  amo:ig  its  wretched  inhabitants;  were  neither  so  many  nor 
80  frequent.     And  how,  in  consequence  oi  the  present  ineffective  police,  whole  cargoes  are  oflen' 
sacrificed. 

The  Law,  theref<)re,  of  1831  neither  did,  nor  could,  produce  any  beneficial  efiect,  because,  granting 
that  the  means  of  repression  aggravated  the  punishment  of  the  infractors,  that  same  puittshment, 
beiri^  out  of  proportion,  and  beyond  the  nature  of  the  crimes,  has  served  as  an  argument  for  impunity, 
not, as  to  those  who  are  suborned  by  vile  and  sordid  interest^  but  as  to  those  who  are  nmved  by  senti- 
ments of  pity,  and  by  other  motives  which  exist  in  souls  more  generous  and  belter  formed.  A  ship 
jvith  Africans  is  apprehended,  or  a  cargo  is  met  with  on  our  shores,  or  on  an  estate,  who  is  the  appre- 
^fjjder  ?  Let  us  suppose  that  he  is  a  declared  enemy  to  the  traffic,  that  he  is  convinced  of  its  evil 
consequences,  and  even  impressed  with  the  proofs  of  its  ominous  existence  in  BraaiJ.  The  same 
indiyidual,  seeing  that  the  apprehension  of  the  Africans  would  involve,  not  only  the  ruin  of  a  family 
by  the  lass  of  the  property,  but,  further,  that  a  father  is  condemned  to  imprisonment,  to  the  loss  of 
(the  labour  of)  the  Africans,  and  of  the  entire  capital  employed  in  this  trade,  with  whatever  else. he  , 
may  possess,  besides  being  subject  to  a  personal  penalty  not  to  be  commuted  for  any  money — can  it 
be  that  the  apprehender  will  act  to  this  extent  ?  No !  Experience  shows  that  magistrates  and  others, 
who  kuow  that  there  are  Africans  at  a  given  point,  and  who,  by  duty,  are  required  to  repress  this 
commerce,  if  they  profess  to  repress  it,  it  is  only  ostensibly.     Every  one  knows  the  scandalous  result. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  severity  of  the  penalties  cannot  forward  the  repression,  or,  raiher, 
that  it  leads  to  impimity. 

Havinof  reflected  upon  the  mode  of  rendering  effective  the  prohibition  of  the  comnierce  in  slaves,  I 
see  no  efficacious  means  other  than  the  following : — A  heavy  duty  on  the  importation  of  slaves,  or 
pecuniary  penalties  on  the  importers,  such  as  will  preclude  the  possibility  of  their  engaging  in  the 
commerce ;  enacting  also  that  the  Government  shall  take  an  account  of  the  Africans  who  are  to  be 
deemed  unlawfully  acquired  since  1828,  according  to  a  calculation  of  the  mean  term  of  life  of  African.; 
slaves. 

The  Honourable  Deputy,  ailer  having  analyzed  certain  artteles  of  the  Law,  ofiecsthe  followiog 
amendment,  which  is  seconded  : — 

*'  It  is  prohibited  to  import  into  Brazil,  and  its  territory,  Africans,  either  captives  or  slaves,  taught 
or  new,  free  or  freerl,  or  libertos." 

The  discussion  was  adjourned. 


No.  129. 
Her  Majesty  s  Commssioners  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — (Rec.  November.  15) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro^  Wth  September,  1837. 

In  our  Despatch  of  the  9th  August,  we  had  the  honour  of  reporting  tot 
your  Lordship  the  capture,  by  the  Imperial    corvette    *'  Regeneragao,'\  of  the 
Portuguese  schooner  ''  Eugenia,^  from   Angola,  whence   there  was   reason  to 
believe  that  she  had  just  brought  a  cargo  of  slaves. 

It  was  statf  d  at  the  time  that  the  schooner,  manned  by  a  crew  from  the  corvette, 
was  on  her  wmv  to  this  port,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  she  has  arrived  here,  or 
that  there  is  any  subsequent  account  of  her. 

Regardiuir  »he  slaves,  however,  4  Despatches  are  published  in  the  **  Jornal  do 
Commercio"  of  this  day,  apparently  by  authority. 

By  them  it  ap[)ears  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  President  of  the 
Province  of  P«Tnambuco,  the  Prefect  of  the  Comarca  of  Recife,  and  the  Sub- 
Prefect  of  the*  Island  of  Itamaraca,  made  official  inquiries  respecting  300  negroes 
said  to  have  l>  «mi  landed  from  the  "  Eugenia,  at  Itamaraca,  or  in  its  neighbour- 
hood, but  tha     lecording  to  the  statements  of  those  persons,  their  inquiries  were 

unsuccessful  ^    ^                                     i     i-, 

It  also  a!>|)  s  that  the  bar  of  Itamaraca  is  within  gun-shot  of  a  fort,  the  Com- 
mandant of  ^N  l»  states  that  his  authority  is  confined  to  the  walls  of^  the  fort,  that 
vessels  and  I'  n  arriving  at  the  bar,  and  departing  from  it,  are  quite  independent 
of  his  auth  r :  and  thai  he  has  no  knowledge  of  the  reported  landing  of  such 

Africans. 

Under  tl «  ireumstances  we  are  very  much  inclined  to  believe  that  a  landmg 
of  iteo-roes  »      t  the    '  Eugmia"'  did  take  place,  and  that  this  is  aiwrfheF  inOaw© 
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^ihe  easy  accomplbhment  of  such  nefarious  transactions^  with  or  without  the# 
^^izance  of  the  tiocal  Authorities. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

2^  FREDERICK  GRIGG. 

^^  JUght  Han.  Visemnt  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  £fc. 


No.  130. 

\'^5fa;V#<y>  CammUsianer^  to  Fiscount  Palmerstan. — (Received  November  2"^.) 
S^\iOBD,  lUo  de  JaneirOy  19th  September y  1837. 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Lordship,  with  reference  to  our  Despatch 
of  the  4th  instant,  that  the  discussion  on  the  Bill  for  the  Abrogation  of  the  Law 
7di  November,  1831,  was  continued  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  on  the  18th 
instant. 

An  amendment  was  moved  by  Senhor  Rezende  and  seconded,  to  the  effect  that 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  Bill  be  suppressed. 

Senhor  Martin  Francisco,  one  of  the  Deputies  for  San  Paulo^  then  said  that,  in 
pursuance  of  the  former  discussion,  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  had  been 
invited  to  attend  the  further  debate,  but  had  declined  on  the  ground  of  ill-health. 
Senhor  Martin  Francisco,  however,  being  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  Law  would 
interfere  directly  or  indirectly  with  the  engagements  of  Brazil  to  England,  under 
the  Convention  of  1826,  proposed  that  the  project  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
Diplomacy  for  an  opinion  as  to  the  degree  in  which  the  project  may  militate 
against  the  same  Convention,  which  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  the  very  advanced  period  of  the  Session,  we 
presume  that  this  business  will  stand  over  till  next  Session,  especially  as  the 
Regent  has  just  resigned,  and  as  the  Minister  for  the  Empire,  on  wnom  the 
executive    as  devolved,  has  formed  a  new  Administration. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

FREDERICK  GRIGG. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstan,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  131. 
Her  Majesty  s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerstan. — (Received  November  28.) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  28th  September,  1837. 

Referring  to  the  Despatch  addressed  to  your  Lordship  on  the  18th 
March  last,  we  beg  leave  to  enclose  2  Copies  of  the  **  Jornal  da  Cammercio**  of 
this  day,  containing  the  sentence  of  the  jury  of  Man^aratiba,  pronounced  on  the 
15th  instant,  on  Antonio  Luiz  Vierra,  accused  of  havmg  received,  as  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  a  bribe  of  rs.  2,200  for  the  delivery  of  38  new  blacks,  whom  he  had 
apprehended  on  the  14th  November,  1836,  to  the  importers  of  the  same. 

The  sentence  is  in  substance  that,  if  the  party  still  hold  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  he  be  dismissed  from  it,  and  lose  all  the  effect  of  previous  services  in 
that  capacity ;  that  he  be  imprisoned  3  months,  and  fined  rs.  6,600  in  addition 
to  the  costs  of  the  suit,  and  rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  other  public 
employment. 

The  publication  of  the  Document  in  question  is  probably  by  authority,  and  we 
hope  that  it  will  not  be  without  a  salutary  effect  on  the  conduct  of  other  Justices 
of  the  Peace. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

FREDERICK  GRIGG. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstanj  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 
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No.  133. 
Her  Majesty's  Commssioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  November  5B.) 
My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiroy  4rfA  October,  1837. 

Wb  have  the  bonoiir  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  intercourse  betwecQ 
thisport  and  the  Coast  of  Africa  during  the  month  just  closed. 

The  departures  were  3,  and  the  arrivals  only  2.  The  latter  circumstance  is 
the  more  satisfactoryi  as  the  previous  cargoes  of  negrofes  deposited  in  this  vicinitj 
have  undergone  great  mortality  from  the  small-pox»  which,  in  several  cases,  has 
reached  the  free  population  of  this  city  and  its  environs. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKBTH. 

FREDERICK  GRIGa 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston^  Q.CJB^ 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc 
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SURINAM. 


No.  133, 
Mr.  Samo  to  Mr.  Bandinel. — {Received  May  29.) 

My  dear  Sir»  Surinam,  2\st  Marchy  1837. 

The  Dutch  brig-of-war  "  Valk^^  last  from  their  settlenaents  on  the  African 
Coast,  brought  the  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  Greneral  Verveer  and  his  suite  at 
Elmina,  to  fulfil  the  Mission  to  the  King  of  the  Ashantees  from  the  Govemipent  of 
Holland,  of  which  Viscount  Palmerston's  Despatches  to  us,  in  July  last,  made 
mention. 

It  appears  that  a  portion  of  the  presents  brought. by  him  for  the  King  of  the 
Ashantees  had  been  forwarded  and  received ;  but  Up  to  the  time  of  the  departure 
of  the  ^'  Valky  General  Verveer  had  not  succeeded  in  obtaining  sm  audience ;  it 
is  further  stated  that  the  King  had  caused  it  to  be  intimated  to  the  Dutch  Mission, 
that  he  could  not  assent  to  the  proposal  of  raising  troops  for  the  Dutch  service 
from  amongst  his  own  subjects,  but  that  he  was  willing  to  grant  permission  to 
select  for  that  purpose  any  others,  from  amongst  the  prisoners  which  might  be 
made  by  him  in  any  neighbouring  war  in  which  he  might  be  engaged. 

As  this  informatbn  comes  from  a  person  on  whose  veracity  reliaoce  can  be 
placed^  I  think  the  report  likely  to  prove  correct. 

I  am,  &c. 
James  Bandinel,  Esq.  (Signed)  JOHN  SAMO. 

8fc.  Sfc. 


No.  1^4. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

Foreign  Office,  I5th  July A8S7. 
(Sec  Circular.     Sierra  Leone  General,  No.  4.) 

No.  135. 
His  Majesty^s  Commissioners  to  Viscmint  Palmerston. — {Received  July  27.) 

My  Lord,  Surinam,  1st  June,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch^  dated  the  27th  of  January  last,  transmitting  2  Copies  of  the  Translation 
of  a  Decree^  issued  at  Lisbon  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  ttiroiighoiit  the     [ 
Portuguese  dominions. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  SAMO. 

CAMPBELL  JAMES  DALRYMPLE. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8f€. 


London:  Printed  by  W.  Gix>wrs  and  Sons,  Stamford-itieet^ 
For  His  Majetty't  Stationery  OflUf. 
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ai.  H.  M*'a  Commisaionevs  to  Viscount  Palmecston  - 

Two  Enclosures 

32.  H.M.'s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

33.  H.M.'s  Commissioners  to  ViseountPalnerston  - 

Tour  Enclosures 

'34.  H.  M.'s  Commiaiioaefs  to  Viseount  Falmei^on  - 

Three  Enclosures 

-85.  Viscount  Palmerston^io  n.M.'8  Commissioners  - 

86.  Tiscount  Palmerston  to  H.  M.%  Comanssioners  - 

OneEndoMre 

37.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  H.  M.'s  Commissiooees  - 

One  Enclosure 

38.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  H.  M.^  CommissioBers  - 

Two  EndOBurea 


39.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  H.  M.'s  Conunissioners 

Two  Enclosures 

40.  H.M.^s  Commissioners  1o  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

41.  H.  M.'s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

42.  H.  M.'s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

One  Enclosure 

43.  H.M.'s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston - 

Three  Enclosures 

44.  H.  M  's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

One  Enclosure 
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45.  H.  HJt  Cofflmistioiiert  to  Viscoiint  PftlmhYton  -  IT.  Jan.       6,  1 838 
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49.  Viiooaiit  PalflMnloii  to  IL  M.'8  CoainiMio«ef»     D.  April     4^   — > 
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50.  Tisconnt  Palmertton  to  H.  M.'s  Commistioners  -    D.  April      4,    — 
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51.  Yiscoont  Palmerston  to  H.  M.'s  Commissioners  -    D.  April    28,    — 
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62.  H.  M.'s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

One  Enclosure 

63.  H.  M.'s  CommissionefrtcrTiiuuuiit  Pahnentm 


64.  H.  M.'s  Commisnoners  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

65.,  H.  M.'s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  PalmerBton 

Two  Enclosures 

66.  H.  M.'s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

One  Enclosure 

67.  H.  M.'s  Commissioners  ta  Viscount  Palmerston 


68.  H.  M.'s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston     D.  Dec.  4,  1837 

Two  Enclosures    R  Feb.  13,1838 

69.  H.  M.*s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston     D.  Dec.  4,  1837 

R  Feb.  13,  1838 
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67.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  H.M/s  Commissioners     D.April  30,  — 

One  Enclosure 


M.  de  Baibacena's  Project 
of  Jaw.  Opinion  of  the 
Committee  of  Diplomacy    76 

"Josephine,".  Portuguese 
schooner:  crew  to  be 
tried  for  Slave  Trade     -    77 

Acknowledgment  of  Par- 
liamentary Papers  -    77 

Arrivals  and  departures  of 
slave-vessels  in  October     7$. 

Probable  conduct  of  the 
new  Ministrv  with  re- 
spect to  tiie  Slave  Trade      80 

Re-appointment  of  Senhor 
de  Sousa  to  be  Inspector 
of  Customs :  his  opinions 
on  Slave  Trade      -       -    81 

Arrivals  and  departures  of 
slave-vessels  inf  Novem- 
ber      •        -       -        -    82 

Pamphlet  on  the  substitu- 
tion of  free  for  slave- 
labour  -        -        -        •84 

Proceeding:8  of  the  Coloni- 
sation Society  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro  -       -       -       -    84 

Representation  from  the 
Legislature  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Rio,  praying  the 
Repeal  of  the  Law  of 
1831      ....    86 

Extracts  from  publications 
against  the  Repeal  of  the 
Law  of  1831- 

Arrivals  and  departures  of 
slave-vessels  in  December  J  67 

Instructions  to  cruizers  not 
to  remove  any  articles' 
from  their  Prizes   .        -    89 

Half-yearly  return:  no  cue 
a4judicated    -       .       .    89 

Delays  in  adjudication  of 
vessels:  Instructions     -    69 

Slave-vessels  under  Portu- 
guese flag,  not  navigated 
according  to  Portuguese 
Law      .       ^  -93 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tiii  List  of  Papers. 

SURINAM. 

No.  Dttte  aod  Receipt  SUBJECT.  Figt 

68.  H. M.'t Commissioiien  to Yiieoimt Palmertton     D.Dec.       1»  1837    Aecount  of  Parliftmentaiy 

R.Feb.      39,  1838       Papers  -       *       *       -    94 

69.  VUcount  Ptlmeraton  to  H.  M.'s  Coiiiinissioaers     D.March  19,    —     Instructions  to  cruizem  not 

to  remove   any  articles 
from  their  Prizes  -    -    -    94 

70.  Viscount  PaUnerston  to  H.  M.'s  Commissioners     D.  April     9,    —     Additional  Article  to  the 

Treaty  with  the  Nether- 
lands    -       -       -       •    94 

71.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  H.  M.'s  Commissioners     D,  April      9,    -*     Treaty    with    the    Hanse 

Towns  and  with  Tuscany    9S 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Class  A.-1837-8. 

FURTHER  SERIES. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

WITH  THE 

BRITISH  COMMISSIONERS. 


SIERRA  LEONE.    ^General) 


No.  1. 

Viscount  Palmertton  to  Her  Majesty''*  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Offijce,  January  20/A,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  containing  a  Report  of  the  arrivals  from, 
ana  departures  for,  the  coast  of  Africa,  during  the  month  of  October  last. 

(Signed)'  PALMERSTON. 

Her  Majesty* s  Commissioners  at  Sierra  Leone, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 

Havana  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmersion* 

October  31,  1887. 
(See  No.  23.) 


No.  2. 
Viscount  Palmcrston  to  Her  Majesty* s  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  February  13«A,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  a  Despatch  from 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  containing  their  Report  of  the  arrivals 
and  departures  of  slave  vessels,  for  the  month  of  November,  1837. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Her  Majesty* s  Commissioners  at  Sierra  Leone, 

8fe.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  2. 

Havana  Commissioners  to  Viscount  PalmersUnu. 

November  30ih,  1837. 

(Sec  No.  30.y 


Class  A. — Further  Series.  B 
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SIERRA  LEONE,     (General.) 


No.  3. 


Viscount  PalmersMn  to  Her  Majesty* s  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Foreign  Qjfice^  \^th  March,  1838. 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Lord^  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  have 
issued  a  Circular  to  the  Commanders  in  Chief  on  foreign  stations,  directing  th^h 
to  instruct  the  Captains  and  Commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels  under 
their  order,  to  discontinue  the  practice,  ©f  which  it  appears  that  they  claim  a  right, 
under  section  8  of  the  Articles  of  War,  of  taking  from  vessels  detained  by  them 
under  Treaties  with  Foreign  Powers,  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  articles 
relating  to  navigation,  which  may  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  capturing  vessel 
under  their  command. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Her  Majesty* s  Commissionersy 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  4. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty* s  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  April  9,  1838. 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  your  information,  the  copies  of  two  Despatches 
from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  containing  their  reports  of  the 
arrivals  of  slave  vessels  at,  and  of  their  departures  from  that  place,  for  the  months 
of  December,  1837,  and  January,  1838. 

I  also  transmit  herewith  to  you,  for  your  information,  the  copies  frf  two 
Despatches  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Rio  de  Jantfiro,  containing  their 
Repwts  of  the  arrivals  at,  and  departures  of  slave  vessels  from,  that  place,  for  the 
months  of  November  and  December,  1837. 


I  am,  &c. 


Her  Majesty  s  Commissioners, 
^c.  8fc.  8fc. 


(Signed) 


PALMERSTON, 


Enclosures  in  No.  4. 

Havana  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston, 

December  30th,  1837. 
Januury  1st.  1888. 

(See  Nos.  41  and  43.) 

Rio  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 
December  4th,  1887. 
December  31,      „ 

(See  Nos.  58  and  63.) 


No.  5. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  MqjesU/*s  Cofnmissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  9th  April,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  for  your  information,  two  Printed  Copies  of  a 
Treaty  by  which  the  Hanse  Towns  have  acceded  to  the  Conventioofi  between  Hfe 
late  Majesty  and  the  King  of  the  French,  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the 
Slave  Trade.  The  Ratifications  of  this  Treaty  were  exchanged  at  Hamburgh,  on 
the  12tli  of  September,  1837. 

I  likewise  transmit  to  you  two  Printed  Copies  of  a  Treaty,  by  which  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Tuscany  has  acceded  to  the  above-mentioned  Conventions.  The  Ratifica- 
tions  of  this  Treaty  were  exchanged  at  Florence  on  the  2nd  day  of  March,  1838. 


Her  Majesty  s  Commissioners, 
Sfc.        8fc.        Sfc. 


I  am,  &c.  % 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 
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SiSRRA  LEONE.    (GenM»i.) 


No.  6. 

Vheaunt  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty* s  Commissioners, 

<7ENTLEMEN^  Foreign  Office,  llth  April,  1838. 

I  HAVE  referred  to  Her  Majesty's  Advocate-General  the  Correspondence, 
"irhich  has  passed  between  you  and  myself,  upon  the  subject  of  the  purchase  of 
^condemned  slaTe-vessels  by  Merchants,  who  are  resident  at  Sierra  Leone,  and  to 
allappearance  acting  as  Agents  of  Slave  Dealers  to  whom  the  Vessels  are  unsdld. 

The  Queen's  Advocate  is  not  aware  of  any  means,  in  the  power  of  Her  Majesty's 
Oovernment,  for  interfering  to  prevent  the  practice  complained  of,  with  respect  to 
Vessels  captured  under  the  Flag  of  Powers  which  have  not  agreed  to  the  stipula- 
tion for  breaking  up  condenmed  slave-vessels. 

The  inconvenience  cannot  take  place  with  respect  to  Vessels  captured  under  the 
Flag  of  those  Powers  which  have  agreed  to  the  stipulation  just  mentioned ;  and 
you  are  aware,  that  Poitugal  and  Brazil  are  the  only  Powers  with  which  Great 
Britain  has  Slave  Treaties,  without  the  Article  for  breaking  up  the  Vessels  imme- 
diately after  Condemnation  and  before  Sale. 


.Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,^ 
tfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 


No.  7. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Fiscount  Palmerstm.— {Received  May  3, 1838.) 
-My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  \st  January,  1838. 

We  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship  a  certified 
-Copy  of  the  List  of  Slaves  registered  here  by  the  diflferent  Mixed  Courts,  from  the 
let  July  1887  to  the  1st  January  1838.    The  number  so  registered  was  1440. 

We  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

^    ^.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Fiscount  Pdmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  ^c.  S^. 


Enclosure  in  No.  7. 
ABSTRACT. 


Number        Number  died  before  Regis- 
Regiiteied.      traHon,  but  BmanciiMUed. 


Number 
Emancipated. 


Prcmdencia,  .... 

Amelia, ...... 

Primoroza,    .        .    . 
ViboridcCaboVcide, 

FeUcidade, 

... 
Ligetra,  .  .    . 


193 
841 
186 
tl7 
274 
279 


1440 


198 
845 

136 
221 

281 
280 


16 


1456 

43,500 


Mem.— NumW  registered  up  to  the  1st  July  1837,  ..... 
Number  registered  from  Ist  July  1837,  to  1st  January 

1S38 1,440 

Total, 
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4  SIERRA  LEONEL    (Qm^er^y 

Ko/e: 

Her  McQe^iy^^  CommMshners  to  VUtmtnt  P^iinerston.-^^ReceiDed  May  3, 1 838.) 
My  Lord,  Sierra  I^eane,  Ut  /onwaiy,  1838, 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  a  List  of  all  the  cases 
adjudicated  during  the  year  1837,  in  the  British  and  Portuguese,  British  and 
Brazilian  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission,  and  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed 
Court  of  Justice,  established  in  this  Colony.  No  cases  were  presented  for 
adjudication  in  the  British  and  Netherlands  Mix^  Court  of  Justice  during  that 
period. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  brought  before  the  Courts  during  the  past  year 
was  27,  of  which  18  were  cases  under  the  Portuguese  Flag,  and  adjudicated  in  the 
British  and  Portuguese  Court ;  and  one  under  the  same  6ag  was  tried  in  the  Britbb 
and  Brazilian  Court,  the  parties  interested  in  that  vessel  and  her  cargo  being 
residents  in  the  metropolis  of  Brazil.  The  remaining  8  were  cases  under  the 
Spanish  Flag.  Of  the  Spanish  cases,  5  were  prosecuted  on  the  ground  of 
equipment  for  the  Slave  Trade,  and  3  for  having  be^  found  with  slaves  on  boaid. 
All  the  vessels  brought  before  the  Mixed  Courts  for  trial  during  the  year  1837 
were  ccmdemned. 

The  number  of  slaves  emancipated  during  the  same  period  was  6,083,  and  the 
number  registered  here  4,39G*  Of  those  negroes  who  had  been  emancipated 
here,  but  not  registered,  there  were  landed  at  Honduras,  from  the  Portuguese 
schooner  ^*  Carlota,''  203 ;  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  from  the  Portuguese 
schooner  '*  Flor  de  Tejo/'  417;  at  Dominica,  from  the  Portuguese  brig  ^Don 
Francisco/'  443 ;  at  Grenada,  from  the  Portuguese  schooner  "  Fhrida,  277  ; 
and  at  Port  Antonio,  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  from  the  Portuguese  schooner 
"  Traga  Milhas,''  280.  Of  the  emancipated  slaves,  67  died  before  their  descrip- 
tions could  be  taken  to  be  registered. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  several  Mixed  Courts  in  this  Colony,  to  the  close 
of  the  year  1837,  the  total  number  of  vessels  adjudicated  has  been  304,  of  which 
18  were  cases  of  restoration  to  the  Claimants.     From  the  condemned  vessels ' 
there  have  been  emancipated  50,237  slaves,  of  whom  44,980  have  been  rcgb- 
tered  here- 
of the  18  Portuguese  vessels  condemned  during  the  last  year,  7  were  provided 
with  official   papers  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  under  circumstances  of  so 
suspicious  a  character,  as  to  sanction  the  belief  that  tlieir  sale  and  transfer  to  the  ' 
Portuguese  Flag  were  nominal,  the  property  continuing  bond  fide  to  be  Spani^. 
In  two  of  these  instances,  Joao  Joz6  Claudio  de  Lima  appears  in  the  Passport  as 
Owner.      He  was  also  the   ostensible  Owner  of  the   Portuguese   brigantine 
'^  JS^^^eranftf,*' condemned  in  1836,  which  vessel  had  been,Jn  a  like  manner  to 
those  alluded  to,  transferred  from  the  Flag  of  Spain  to  that  of  Portugal,  at  the 
Cape  de  Verds. 

During  the  period  in  question,  there  came  before  the  Commission  5  Portugiiese 
vessels,  fumisned  with  official  papers  by  the  Government  of  Princes'  Island,  3  of 
which  were  under  equally  suspicious  circurnstances  respecting  their  true  nationality 
as  those  previously  mentioned,  while  the  remaining  2  were  owned  by  the  very 
notorious  Char  Char,  alias  De  Souza  of  Whydah,  of  whose  character  and  occupa- 
tion the  Authorities  of  that  Island  cannot  possibly  have  been  in  ignorance. 

Had  the  Government  of  Portugal  performed  the  promise  made  ig  Lord 
Howard  de  Walden,  on  the  4th  June,  1836,  of  sending  out  a  Governor  to 
Princes*  Island,  and  employing  a  Portuguese  cruizer  off  that  Island  for  the 
suppression  of  the  traffic,  the  countenance,  which  those  engaged  in  slaving 
adventures  have  long  received  there,  might  have  been  put  an  end  to. 

Respecting  the  state  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  this 
Colony,  we  have  to  observe,  that  there  have  been  condemned  here  in  the  last 
year  5  vessels,  which  had  embarked  their  cargoes  at  the  Rio  Pongas,  the  Galinas, 
and  the  river  Sherbro.  No  previous  year  has  furnished  an  equd  number  of  slave 
vessels  from  that  quarter ;  and  the  fact  serves  but  too  well  to  establish  the 
correctness  of  the  remark  madfe  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  that  this  trade  was  as 
determinedly  carried  on  in  our  neighbourhood  as  at  any  former  period. 

With  reference  to  this  part  of  the  subject,  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your 
Lordship  an  Extract  from  a  Letter,  received  from  a  mercantile  Gentleman  con- 
nected with  the  trade  in  the  rivers  Pongas  and  Nunez,  several  of  whose  commu- 
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nications  upon  Slave  Trade  matters  have  on  previous  occasions  been  transmitted 
to  your  Lordship* 

We  b^  leave  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  statement  of  this  Gen- 
tleman, relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  Slave  Trade  with  the  Moors,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cape  Blanco^  and  to  the  facility  with  which  slaves  can  be 
supplied  on  a  part  of  the  coast,  where,  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  British  man- 
of-war,  the  Slave-dealers'  operations  may  be  carried  on  with  perfect  impunity. 

Amidst  all  the  evil  consequences  arising  from  the  presence  of  the  foreign  slave- 
dealers  in  the  rivers  in  our  neighbourhood,  our  €!orrespondent  has  remarked  upon 
one  very  gratifying  circumstance,  that  the  Fonlahs  have  been  induced  by  the  fair 
traders  of  the  river  Nunez,  to  bring  down  for  sale  to  them  a  quantity  of  coffee  of 
a  very  saperior  quality,  the  produce  of  the  forests  of  their  own  country. 

Thus  we  have  another  instance  of  the  richness  of  the  natural  productions  of  the 
interior  of  Africa,  whilst  additional  cause  is  thereby  given  to  lament,  that  the 
indostry  of  the  natives  should  be  diverted  from  the  extensive  and  innocent 
commerce  in  which  they  have  the  opportunity  of.  engaging,  by  the  baneful 
infioenoe  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Of  the  37  vessels'  condemned  in  1837,  20  were  bound  to  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
3  to  that  of  Porto  Rico,  3  to  Bahia,  and  I  to  Rio  Janeiro. 

Of  these  vessels  6  were  captured  on  the  windward  coast,  9  in  the  Bight  of 
Benin^  11  in  the  Bieht  of  Biafra,  and  one  to  the  southward  of  the  Equator. 

From  the  fact  of  l3  of  the  27  vessels  adjudicated  having  been,  wheii  detained^ 
bound  to  the  Islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  and  the  number  of  vessels  seized 
with  slaves  actually  on  board  in  the  year  1837  being  only  one  short  of  the  number 
captured  in  the  like  condition  in  1836,  the  most  successful  year  in  the  repression  of 
this  traffic  since  the  establishment  of  the  Mixed  Commissions^  it  may  be  remarked* 
that  the  Spanish  Slave  Trade  has  not  decreased,  though  the  flag  of  that  nation 
is  now  far  less  frequently  met  with  than  formerly  upon  this  coast. 

The  manner  in  which  it  has  been  sought  to  protect  the  Spanish  Slave  Trade, 
even  when  carried  on  under  the  flag  of  I\)rtugal,  may  be  partly  inferred,  from  the 
fact  of  the  Custom-house  functionaries  of  Havana  having  given  to  the  Portugtjiese 
schooner  **  lAgeira,'*  condemned  here  on  the  28th  ultimo,  a  certificate  relative  to 
the  slaving  equipment  shipped  on  board  of  her,  which  document  was  nearly 
similar  to  those  issued  to  Spanish  vessels  adopting  a  like  course ;  and  which,  we- 
presume,  must  have  been  obtained  as  a  precautionary  measure,  in  the  expectation 
of  an  Equipment  Article  being  added  to  the  Treaties  with  Portugal,  and  coming 
into  operation  whilst  the  vessel  might  be  upon  this  coast. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  number  of  vessels  adjudicated  in  the  years  1836 
and  1837  bears  a  proportion  of  upwards  of  one-fourth,  as  compared  with  the  total 
number  tried  during  the  18^  years  which  the  Mixed  Commissions  have  been 
established,  and  that  the. number  of  slaves  emancipated  in  those  2  years  bears  a 
similar  proportion  to  the  total  number  liberated  in  the  entire  period. 

We  have,  &c 
(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Fiscount  PaJmerston,  G.CB. 
8ft.  8fc.  Sfe. 
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Second  Enclosure  in  No.  8. 
Eaetract  of  a  Letter,  dated  Jtio  Nunez,  August  8th,  1837. 

The  Slave  Trade  in  the  rivers  between  Sierra  Leone  and  the  Gambia 
flourkhes  as  ever ;  and  I  re&^ret  to  say  that  Uiis  River,  which  has  been  free  from 
ifae  visits  of  slavers  since  the  death  of  Powell^  has  been  polluted  with  the  visits 
of  two  within  the  last  four  months.  The  master  of  the  one  which  arrived  last, 
finding  his  consort  in  diflSculty^  and  not  likely  to  obtain  the  whole  of  his  wretched 
cargo,  refused  to  land  anything  from  his  vessel,  until  the  first  vessel  had  received 
the  whole  of  his  cargo  stipulated  for.  After  waiting  in  vain  for  this,  the  two 
vessels  clandestinely  dropped  down  the  river  in  the  night,  and  when  they  had 
.proceeded  some  few  miles  below  the  town,  the  Spaniards  detained  every  canoe 
Aej  fell  in  with,  taking  out  the  free  grumettas  and  passengers,  and  putting  them 
in  irons  among  the  slaves.  The  slave-dealing  gentry  of  the  river^  upon  hearing 
ihis,  have  manned  a  number  of  canoes,  and  proceeded  armed  to  attack  the  vessels 
and  get  back  the  free  people ;  and  at  the  moment  I  am  writing  I  hear  a  cannon- 
ading  and  firing  of  musquetry.  This  event  will,  I  fear,  lead  to  disputes  among 
the  native  tribes  of  this  river,  one  of  the  many  evils  attendant  on  the  slave-trade. 

The  Portuguese  flag  is  as  readily  obtained  as  formerly  by  Spaniards  and 
others,  from  the  authorities  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands^  and  at  Bissao.  There 
is  now  in  the  Rio  Pontes  a  fine  schooner,  built  at  Baltimore^  and  launched  about 
mi  months  since,  which  was  fitted  out  with  a  cargo  and  a  complete  slave  equip- 
jnent  at  New  York,  fi*om  which  place  she  sailed  under  her  national  colours. 
Afier  discharging  her  outward  cargo  in  the  Rio  Pongos,  she  sailed  for  the  Cap6 
de  Verd  Islands.  When  at  Porto  rraya  she  obtained  Portuguese  papers,  retain- 
ing, however,  the  American  crew,  and  the  American  captain  keeping  virtually  the 
command  of  the  vessel ;  and  I  am  informed,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Ame^ 
rican  to  conclude  the  voyage  in  the  vessel.  I  am  also  informed,  and  have  every 
confidence  in  the  truth  of  the  information,  that  all  the  fine  new  Vessels  employed 
I  i  inHieshive-»trade,  several  of  which  have  been  (»ptured  and  brought  into  Sierra 

I  I  Leone,  w^-e  buUt  at  Baltimore,  and  openly  fitted  out  with  leaguers,  irons,  and 

[  I  ether  appurtenances  for  a  slave  voyage,  at  New  York,  and  otter  ports  in  the 

;  '  .United  States,  but  principally  at  New  York,  without  any  mplestation  from  the 

Government.     Indeed  the  ship^builders  at  Baltimore  are  highly  delighted  at  the 
stipulation  in  the  late  Treaty  with  Spain,  by  which  all  vessels  condemned  under 
Spanish  colours  are  broken  up. 
I   ...._  There  was  lately,  in  the  Rio  Pong^,  a  Spanish  schooner  from  Havana,  called 

the  ^^  Mannaganay'  or  some  such  name,  which  touched  at  Cape  Blanco,  wiA 
a  view  of  purchasing  a  cargo  of  slaves  from  the  Moors  in  that  part ;  and  the 
I  Spanish  captain,  I  am  informed,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  some  Moors, 

wno  undertook  to  supply  him  with  a  cargo  of  240  slaves  mfour  days,  and  to 
furnish  the  schooner  with  wood  and  water  in  the  same  time.  It  appears  the 
Moors  were  to  receive  no  payment  until  they  had  completed  their  contract;  and 
ih^s^nt  hostages  on  board  the  schooner,  while  some  of  the  Spaniards  remained 
on  shore.  After  two  days  had  elapsed,  and  the  Moors  had  neariy  completed  the 
wood  and  water  necessary,  some  of  the  S{raniards  on  shore  were  detected  intrigu- 
ing with  the  wives  of  the  Moors,  which  immediately  led  to  a  vic^ent  altercation, 
Mkd  ultimately  to  the  breakmg  up  of  the  contract.  Now,  if  it  was  possible  that 
4lie  Moors  could  supply  that  number  of  slaves,  and  equip  the  vessel  with  wood 
and  water  in  that  short  space  of  time,  the  success  of  the  vessel's  voyage  would 
Jbave  led  numerous  others  there,  whose  operations  would  have  remained  at  least 
unchecked  by  any  cruiser. 

I  have  in  a  former  letter  alluded  to  the  importance  of  this  river  as  regards  its 
trade,  and  as  a  direct  and  easy  communication  to  the  country  of  one  of  the  most 
powerful  tribes  of  Africa,  the  Foulahs,  through  whose  territories  pass  the  Man- 
di&goes,  the  Serrakoolets,  the  Kankans,  and  other  trading  people,  whether 
bringing  their  gold  and  ivory  here  for  sale,  or  carrying  it  to  Sierra  Leone  for  the 
mme  purpose.  Here  the  Americans  and  the  French  share  with  us  largely  the 
trade  that  is  brought  down.  One  great  advantage  of  a  peaceful  and  uninterrupted 
commerce  with  the  natives,  particularly  those  of  the  interior,  is,  that  many  valuable 
productions  of  the  country,  of  which  the  natives  themselves  seem  totally  ignorant, 
are,  by  our  research,  brought  to  light,  sometimes  to  their  astonishment/  This  has 
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been  particularly  exemplified  within  the  last  two  years  in  the  article  of  coffee,  of 
which  it  now  appears  there  are,  in  the  forests  of  the  Foulah  country  and  other  parts 
from  this  latitude  to  Sierra  Leone,  vast  quantities  growing  quite  indigenous  and  in 
a  state  of  nature,  and  which  have  been  for  years  pastfood  for  monkeys  and  other 
animals,  but  by  our  search  after  produce  have  now  become  a  source  of  great  profit 
to  the  natives,  and  an  article  of  export  to  Great  Britain,  France,  and  America. 
Twenty-five  tons  have  been  exported  from  this  river  this  season ;  and  the 
^'  Ursula,"  Mr.  Proctor's  vessel,  has  on  board  this  voyage  about  12  tons.  A 
small  quantity  (qbout  3  tons)  was  sent  M  Loadea  last  year,  and,  although  not 
allowed  to  be  entered  for  home  consumption,  sold  in  bond  at  prices  nearly  equal 
to  the  first  class  British  plantation  coffee,  which  at  once  stamps  its  good  quality. 
That  the  natives,  particutariytfae-  Foulahsri;ritt  eventually  cultivate  this  article,  I 
have  no  doubt^  and  its  cultivation  will  greatly  improve  its  quality ;  but  the  fatal 
Slave  Trade  is  a  bar  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture.  If  it  were  possible  at 
this  moment  to  put  an  effectual  stop  to  the  exportation  of  slaves  from  this  coast, 
consequences  the  most  beneficial  and  immediate  would  ensue ;  a  sam  of  fawBan 
misery,  immense,  unknown  even  to  the  many  benevolent  individuals  who  hav^ 
devoted  their  valuable  time  for  years  in  seeking  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the 
unhappy  African  race,  would  be  done  away  with. 

I  perceive  by  the  printed  correspondence  A  and  B,  which  you  sent  me,  how 
watcnfu),  and  properly  so,  is  the  Government  after  the  welfare  and  liberties 
of  the  numerous  negroes  who  have  been  released  from  slavery  in  the  Wefsi 
Indies.  The  same  watchfulness  is  equally  necessary  in  this  part  of  the  Vfofld 
over  those  who,  after  obtaining  their  freedom,  have  thoughtle^Iy  returned  to 
Africa,  expecting  to  find  a  home.  I  am  led  to  this  remark  by  a  circumstance 
which  has  lately  occurred  here,  and  which  shows  h6w  precarious  are  the  liberties 
of  an  emancipated  African  when  obt  of  the  pale  of  British  protection.  Aboi|t  twp 
years  since  a  Gambia  vessel  brought  from  Demerara  some  8  or  9  self^emaadpated 
blacks,  among  whom  was  a  man  of  th)^  Foulah  tribe,  who  had  formerly  been  made 
a  captive  in  war  and  sold.  Another  was  from  some  other  part  of  Africa,  who  had 
been  taught  the  art  of  a  cooper,  and  by  his  industry  had  emancipated  himself  and 
bis  family,  in  all  some  6  or  7  persons.  Governor  Rendall  endeavoured  to  persaade 
these  persons  to  settle  at  St.  Mary's,  but  the  cooper  and  his  family  were  led  away 
by  the  representations  of  a  crafty  Foulah  man,  and  followed  him  to  this  place, 
where  the  Foulah  man  soon  left  them  to  join  his  family  in  the  Foulah  country. 
This  fellow  reported  to  the  Foulah  Alimamy,  that  the  cooper's  family  was  living  in 
the  Rio  Nunez,  and,  according  to  their  ideas,  belonged  to  no  one,  and  had  no 
one  to  take  care  of  them.  Accordingly,  some  few  days  since,  the  Foulah  chief  of 
Labby,  named  Mahdhu,  had  the  whole  family  seized,  dispossessed  them  of  their 
little  property,  stripped  them  of  their  clothes,  and,  with  their  arms  pinioned,  and 
tied  together  by  the  neck,  drove  them  all,  like  so  many  cattle,  into  the  Foulah 
country,  except  the  old  man,  the  cooper,  who  was  detained,  manacled  by  the  legs, 
till  some  parties  who  were  indebted  to  him  paid  their  debts  into  the  hands  of 
Mahdhu.  Neither  Mr.  Proctor  nor  myself  knew  anything  of  the  circumstance 
until  the  poor  creatures  had  been  marched  off  a  day.  We  however  lost  no  time 
in  calling  together  a  meeting  of  all  the  proprietors  of  factories,  French,  Portuguese, 
and  others,  and  then  sent  for  the  Foulah  chief,  to  whom  we  explained  that  the 
people  whom  be  had  seized  were  true  British  subjects  and  belonging  to  the  King 
of  England,  and  that  his  carrying  these  people  off  into  slavery  would  lead  to  a  very 
serious  palaver  ;  that  our  King  considered  himself  as  much  bound  to  protect  these 
poor  people  as  his  white  subjects,  and  that,  unless  they  were  brought  back,  the 
Governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  on  his  being  informed  of  the  circumstance,  would  make 
reprisals  on  all  the  Foulah  headmen  arriving  in  that  countr)r  to  trade.  Mahdhu» 
in  exculpation,  stated,  that,  in  seizing  these  people  and  sending  them  to  Teembo, 
he  had  only  acted  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  his  superior  the  Alimamy  of 
Teembo.  He  at  the  same  time  promised  to  send  a  messenger  to  the  Alimamy 
(wbich^he  has  since  done),  to  acquaint  him  with  what  the  white  people  said 
respecting  this  palaver,  but  made  no  promise  nor  held  out  any  hopes  of  these  poor 
people  beine  brought  back.  We  are  not  at  all  sanguine  that  they  will  be  restored* 
and  I  fear  that  nothing  but  the  threat  we  held  out  mAig  acted  on  in  Sierra  Leone 
will  ever  get  these  poor  people  their  liberty  again* 
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No.  9. 
Her  Majesty'*  Ccmmitsionen  to  Plteount  Palmer»ton. — (Received  May  3.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  Jan.  1,  1838. 

In  pursuance  of  the  75th  Clause  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  5th  year  of 
the  reitrn  of  his  late  Majesty  George  IV.,  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  Amend  and 
Ck>nsoIraate  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,"  we  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  a  Return  of  all  cases  of  Spanish  vessels  adjudicated  in 
the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  from  the  1st  July  1837  to  the 
l8t  January  1838. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  G.CB. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fe. 
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Met  J%#i*^>  Otmmimimers  *o  f^tkommt  ihkueriim^MeeeioedMhiyA,  1626.) 

Mr  Lmkb,  iSiora  Leome,  Iwt  JamMO/ry^  1S38. 

Bncxobcb  we  hare  the  honour  to  transmit  1x)  your  Lordship  an  AfiertrMt 
dr  4he  Pcocee£x^  in  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Couit  of  Justice  establifihad 
hoN^  feotwaeu  the  Irt  Jannry  and  the  S^Ut  December  1837. 

The  number  *of  vessels  adjudicated  by  the  above  €ourt  was  8,  all  of  which  wef6 
condenmedu  Five  cases  were  prosecuted  for  being  equipped  for  the  Slave  Trader 
aad  hauL  4lie  remiUBiBg  3.  winch  Jm^  cargoes  of  slaves  on  board  at  the  time  cf 
eaptare,  ioiir  honArod  and  4hirty«cix  slaves  were  emaBc^)ated  ^t  d^  tiiM  af 
condenmation* 

iV^e  have   Kri* 
(Signed)  '       H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

WALT^iR  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Fiscovnt  Pahrwrston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc         '       £fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  10. 


Abstract  of  the  Cases  adjudicated  in  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court  of  Justice^  estabiished 
at  Sierra  Leone,  Jhr  the  Suppression  of  the  ^ave  Tradcy  during  the  year  1837. 

Siarra  Leone^  IM  January^  ISSa. 

1.  The  Spanbh  Brig  "  San  Nicolas^  Angel  Cassamilia,  Master,  belongrng  to  the  port  of  Trini- 
dad de  Cuba,  cleared  out  in  October,  1855,  ostensibly  for  a  voyage  of  lawful  commerce  to  St  Paul  de 
Laondo,  New  York,  and  St.  Thomas.*  Instead  of  proceeding  direct  to  Loando,  the  **  San  Nicolas*^ 
went  to  New  York,  where  she  remained  some  time,  and  it  appeared  was  altered  from  her  original  rig 
of  a  schooner  to  that  of  a  brig.  Some  cargo  was  shipped,  and  this  vessel  then  sailed  for  Daiiish  St. 
nomas',  where  her  outward  lading  was  completed.  The  "  San  Nicolas  "  left  St.  Thomas*  on  the 
26th  April,  1836,  and  without  any  regard  to  her  official  Papers  at  once  proceeded,  as  was  seen  by  the 
vessePs  Lo^-book,  to  the  river  Sherbro,  where  she  anchored  on  the  7tii  June,  1886.  No  reason  it 
assigned  in  the  log  for  going  into  this  very  notorious  slaving  port  in  violation  of  her  clearances ;  I^at 
the  disembarkation  of  the  cargo  was  immediately  commenced,  and  the  affairs  of  the  vessel  apparently 
conducted,  as  though  it  had  been  originally  intended  to  dispose  of  the  outward,  and  procure  the  home* 
ward,  cargo  at  that  spot. 

Six  months  from  the  time  alluded  to,  the  ^  San  Nicolas  *'  was  occupying  the  position  she  had 
taken  up  on  her  arrival  in  the  Sherbro,  being  then  with  every  article  of  cargo  landed  froni  her,  as  welt 
also  as  all  her  stores,  most  of  her  sails,  many  spars,  and  nearly  every  thing  else  which  was  moveable* 
In  (his  condition  she  was  foimd  on  the  2nd  December,  1836,  by  Lieutenant  Glasse,the  Commander 
of  Her  Majesty's  brig  "  Rolla,"  who,  having  very  carefully  examined  her  equipment,  was  of  opinion^ 
that  it  was  objectionable,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  between  Qr^ 
Britun  and  Spain,  of  the  28th  June,  1835  ;  and  lie  in  consequence  detained  the  **  San  Nicolas  **  and 
sent  her  to  this  colony  for  adjudication,  where  she  arrived  on  the  10th  January,  1837. 

Two  days  subsequently  the  Case  of  this  vessel  was  prosecuted  in  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed 
Court  of  Justice  on  the  following  charges,  as  stated  in  the  Declaration  of  the  Seizing-Officer,  that  the 
**  Scm  Nicolas  "  had  hatches  of  open  gratings  instead  of  close  hatches,  such  as  are  usual  in  merchant* 
vessels;  more  bulkheads  in  the  hold  than  were  requisite  for  the  purposes  of  lawful  trade;  and  a  small 
portion  of  a  slave*deck  and  fittings  oh  board. 

To  support  the  Captor  s  charges,  a  survey,  such  as  is  usual  in  all  cases  involving  questions  o^ 
Okga)  equmment,  was  in  this  instance  asked  for  and  granted,  the  sworn  Report  upon  which  established 
that  the  "  San  Nicolas "  main  hatchway  was  much  larger  than  is  usually  seen  in  merchant-vessela 
of  her  class,  and  that  it  was  fitted  with  hatches  of  wood  grating,  which  were,  however,  lightly  boaidel 
over.  The  main  hatchway  was  found  in  the  *'  San  Nicolas "  to  be  in  the  place  where  the  fore 
hatchway  is  in  merchant^vessels  of  her  site,  and  was  pronounced  to  be  equal  in  extent  to  a  fore  and 
main  hatchway  together.  The  number  of  bulk-heads  standing  in  the  hold  of  this  vessel  the  Surveyors 
reported  were  not  more  than  usually  found  in  vessels  of  this  class,  when  employed  in  lawful  trade* 
The  plank  wludh  was  met  with  was  no  more  than  what  was  requisite  for  the  probable  repairs  olf  the 
Tesael  during  the  lengthened  voyage  in  which  she  was  engaged,  and  was  not  prepared  as  a  deck. 
There  was  a  shifting  deck  in  the  forecastle,  the  place  usually  occu{ned  by  the  crew  of  all  vesoels. 
The  firont  part  of  the  cabouse  appeared  to  be  of  an  ordinary  description ;  but  the  back  part  of  it  was 
adapted  for  the  reception  of  a  boiler  capable  of  cooking  provisions  for  a  meal  for  400  persons. 

On  the  part  of  the  Claimant  (the  Master  of  the  detained  vessel),  little  was  attempted  in  the  way  of 
ea[planation»  The  Master  very  briefly  observed,  that  he  was  ignorant  why  his  vessel  was  provided 
mth  the  illegid  nmn  hatchway  previously  described ;  but  supposed  that  the  brig  had  been  so  fitted# 
when  the  was  a  Columbian  privateer,  on  account  of  the  number  of  her  men.  One  of  the  witnesses  for 
fhe  defence,  a  seaman  named  Ribeiro,  swore  that,  when  the  **  San  Nicolas  **  was  seized,  she  was  thea 
m  sredsdy  the  same  sAate  as  when  he  knew  her  as  a  privateer,  with  the  exception  of  wantmg  a  re- 
solving-gun;  and  that  he  knew  the  main  hatchway  had  been  fitted  with  open  gratings,  whea4he 
br^  was  in  that  employment    This  formed  the  material  part  of  the  defence  of  the  Claimant 

AHheu^  (he  Master  was  the  principal  witness  in  support  of  the  claim  which  he  had  made  in  (he 
case,  the  other  witnesses  nrofessing  to  be  ignorant  upon  the  most  important  points  on  which  they 
irere  quesfiotted,  Iheir  replies,  When  examined  upon  the  interrogatories  fVamed  under  the  Equipment 
Ajctlde  0f  dieTreaty^  however,  were  such  as  to  arense  suspicion,  and  jparticularly  as  regarded  the 
I  wldch  the  detained  Tessel  otS|^%  bad  on  board  for  carQrinX  watet^  which  the  mHiti  taA 
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one  of  his  sailors  stated  were  in  casks  and  8ta.ve8  for  casks,  equal  to  the  number  comnaonly  found  oo 
boaixl  vessels  laden  with  slaves. 

In  respect  to  the  nature  and  object  of  the  voyage  in  which  the  vessel  had  been  aetzed,  the  Claini- 
ant's  statements  were  contradictory  and  unsatisfactory.  At  the  time  of  detention,  he  stated  he  was 
in  a  voya^  from  St.  Thomas'  to  Trinidad  de  Cuba ;  at  his  examination  on  the  Standing  Inter- 
rogatories that  he  did  not  know  where  the  voyage  was  to  end  ;  and  in  his  claim  and  affidavit  in  sup- 
port of  it,  that  he  was  in  a  *' trading  voyage  along  the  coast;"  whilst  the  official  Papers  of  the  vessel 
showed  she  was  only  at  liberty  to  go  to  Loando.  All  the  Papers  which  would  have  cleared  up  this 
point,  as  well  as  some  others,  namely,  the  Clearance,  the  Bill  of  Lading,  and  the  Charter-party,  wieie 
lost  jii  the  Sherbro,  according  to  the  Master's  own  account ;  and  he  neglected  to  prpduce  before  the 
Court  the  supercargo,  who  was  stated  to  have  been  left  at  Sherbro,  and  who  might  have  be«i 
brought  here  without  any  difficulty,  as  well  as  in  any  manner  satisfiaictorily  to  account  for  the  absence 
of  one  who  would  have  been,  in  all  probability,  an  important  witness.  No  retttm  cdrgo  was  shewn 
to  have  been  collected,  notwithstanding  the  vessel  had  been  6  months  in  the  Sherbro,  wiUi  the  avowed 
intention  of  trading  "in  the  produce  of  the  country,  if  possible." 

The  history  of  the  brig's  proceedings  in  the  Sherbro  could  not  be  discovered  by  means  of  her 
Log-book,  as  that  was  also  lost  with  the  other  Papers  before  mentioned.  The  ownership  of  the 
vessel  was  declared  to'be  in  the  Master,  who  swore  that  he  gave  2000  dollars  for  his  purchase  ;  the 
party  from  whom  he  bought  the  brig,  immediately  after  assisting  him  in  obtaining  freight  for  the 
voyage  in  which  she  had  been  seized  for  the  heavy  sum  of  5,500  dollars. 

Taking  into  consideration  all  the  circumstances  of  the  Case,  the  Commissioners  who  tried  the  Case 
(His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Her  Majesty's  Arbitrator),  were  of  opmion  that  it  had 
been  proved,  that  the  ^^ San  Nicolas^*  was  unlawfully  equipped  when  seized  by  Her  Majesty's  brig 
"  llolla,"  and  that  the  Claimant  had  entirely  failed  in  establishing  to  their  satisfaction  that  the  vessel 
when  detained  was  employed  in  some  lawful  pursuit,  and  a  sentence  was  in  consequence  pronounced 
of  confiscation  of  the  Spanish  brig  ''San  Nicolas^**  and  her  fittings,  at  the  silting  of  the  Mixed 
Court  on  the  2nd  January,  1837. 

2.  The  Spanish  pilot-boat  "  Lechuguino,^^  Jos<5  Mduri,  Master,  cleared  from  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  in 
April,  1836,  for  a  voyage  to  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands  and  St.  Thomas.* 

This  vessel  touched  at  the  Cape  Verdes  on  coming  across  the  Atlantic,  and  remained  a  very  few 
days  there.  As  no  cargo  was  embarked  at  that  place,  it  may  reasonably  be  inferred  that  so  experi- 
enced a  person  in  the  African  Slave  Trade  as  the  Master  of  this  vessel  did  not  deviate  from  his  direct 
route  to  the  Rio  Pongas,  whilher  it  subsequently  appeared  he  was  bounds  without  a  sufficient  olject, 
and  which  we  can  only  imagine  to  have  been  to  place  the  vessel  under  the  Portuguese  Flag.  What- 
ever might  have  been  the  object  of  going  there,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  accomplished,  as, 
jafter  a  stay  there  of  2  days,  the  schooner  pn  ceeded  direct  to  the  Pongas,  where  she  was  found  at 
anchor  off  the  town  of  Bangalang  on  the  27th  December,  1836,  with  49  slaves  on  board,  by  Her 
Majesty's  brig  **  Rolla,"  the  Commander  of  which  cruizer  sent  her  here  for  adjudication. 

The  prosecution  of  the  '*  Lechitguivo  "  before  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court  of  Justice 
commenced  on  the  Srd,  and  terminated  on  the  10th  January,  1837,  the  evidence  adduced  exhibiting 
all  the  usual  features  of  open  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Treaties  for  the  Suppression  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  to  be  found  in  most  of  the  cases  of  Cuba  vessels  brought  before  the  Court,  a  sentence 
of  condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  her  cargo  was  accordingly  pronounced,  and  the  emancipation  of 
the  49  slaves  seized  on  board  of  her  at  the  same  time  decreed. 

3.  The  Spanish  schooner  **  jBxpermiento,"  Joaquin  de  Andricain,  Master,  was  found  on  the  27th 
December,  1836,  by  the  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  brig  "Rolla,"  Lieutenant  Glasse,  at  anchor 
off  the  town  of  Saraby,  in  the  Rio  Pongas,  in  charge  of  the  Boatswain  of  that  vessel,  and  with 
Spanish  colours  flying.  No  Papers  were  discovered  on  board  of  her,  and  the  Boatswain,  in  explana- 
tion to  Lieutenant  Glasse,  stated  that  the  ^^  Experimento^s  "  official  Papers  had  been  taken  on  shore 
by  Andricain,  the  Master  of  her,  who  was  residing  in  the  native  town  of  Saraby.  Andricain,  on  ap- 
plication, having  refused,  on  the  plea  of  illness,  to  repair  on  board  of  his  vessel,  and  declining  to  g^ve 
up  the  schooner's  Papers,  the  Commander  of  the  "  Rolla,"  detained  the  "  Kxperimmto^'*  as  a  Spanish 
vessel  illegally  equipped,  and  proceeded  with  her  to  Sierra  Leone. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  here  of  the  detained  schooner  on  the  2nd  January,  1837,  the  usual 
measures  were  adopted  in  the  prosecution  of  the  ''  Experimento  '*  as  a  Spanish  vessel,  her  title  to 
which  character  was  plainly  established  by  the  evidence  received  on  behalf  of  the  captors.  It  appeared 
that  Joaquin  Andricain,  the  Master,  was  also  the  Owner  of  the  ^^  Experimento^**  which  vessel  he 
had  fitted  out  in  July,  1836,  and  obtained  from  the  Authorities  at  that  Port  Spanish  Papers 
for  her. 

The  charge  of  unlawful  equipment  which  v^'as  proved  against  this  vessel,  consisted  of  her  having 
more  water-casks  than  she  required  as  a  merchant- vessel,  and  which  casks  had  not  been  cleared  out  at 
the  Custom-house  whence  she  sailed  ;  of  having  a  far  greater  quantity  of  fresh  water  on  board  than 
was  requisite  for  her  crew ;  and  a  cabouse  adapted  to  receive  at  the  back  of  it  a  slave-toiler. 

The  evidence  in  the  case  having  clearly  shewn  the  **  Experimento**  to  have  been,  at  the  time  of  her 
i^eizure,  a  Spanish  vessel,  and  therefore  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court 
of  Justice,  on  a  charge  of  illegal  equipment,  and  that  charge  having  been  distinctly  made  out,  without 
even  an  attempt  at  a  defence  or  explanation,  the  Court  decreed  the  confiscation  of  this  vessel,  at  its 
sitting  on  the  12th  January,  1837. 

4.  The  Spanish  schooner  "  Gaia^^  Jose  Vicente  Larrazabal,  Master,  was  cleared  out  from  Havana 
in  June,  1836,  for  a  voyage  of  legitimate  commerce  to  the  river  Bonny.  On  leaving  Havana  this 
vessel  was  compelled  to  put  into  Charleston  to  repair  damages  said  to  have  been  sustained  from  the 
heavy  weather  met  with  in  the  voyage.  Thence  the  *•  Qaia  **  proceeded  to  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands 
for  wood  and  water,  as  it  was  alleged,  and  ultimately  to  the  destination,  expressed  in  her  official 
papers,  the  river  Bonny.  At  that  notorious  slave-mart  the  ^^Gata**  received,  on  the  5th  December, 
1836,  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board,  with  whom  she  was  captured  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  *'  Scout,'' 
Commander  Craigie,  in  the  evenmg  of  that  day,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bonny,  when  attempting  to 
leave  the  river  on  her  return  voyage  to  Cuba. 

On  the  4th  January,  1837,  the  detained  vessel  arrived  here,  and  on  the  following  day  the  prosecu- 
tion of  her  commenced  before  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  on  a  charge  of  having 
been  employed  in  the  unlawful  traffic  in  Slaves,  which  the  evidence  clearly  established,  and  on  the 
12th  January  she  was  in  consequence  declared  to  be  good  and  lawful  prize  to  the  Governments  of 
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Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and  the  surviyurs  of  her  slaves,  in  number  101,  were  emancipated  from 
slavery. 

5.  The  Spanish  schooner  "  Descubieria,''*  Pablo  Pla,  Master,  belonging  to  the  Island  of  Porto 
Rico,  where  she  was  built,  deared  out  thence  for  the  Islands  of  Prince's  and  St.  Thomas'  for  a  voyage 
of  lawful  commerce. 

She  was  detained  at  the  entrance  of  the  river  Bonny  by  Her  Majesty's  sloop  "  Scout,"  Robert 
Craigie,  Esq.,  Commander,  on  the  14th  January,  1837,  in  consequence  of  her  equipment  being  in 
that  Officer's  opinion,  questionable.  After  a  tedious  voyage,  the  detained  vessel  reached  Sierra  Leone 
on  the  29th  March,  and  was  prosecuted  on  the  charge  of  illegal  equipment,  which  was  established  in 
the  most  distinct  manner  by  the  evidence  produced  on  the  behalf  of  the  captors.  No  information  was 
afforded  by  the  Master  as  to  the  cause  of  Dis  vessel  being  fitted  in  a  manner  prohibited  by  the  Treaty 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  of  the  28th  June,  1885,  and  the  Court  therefore  pronounced  her  a 
good  prize  to  the  two  Governments,  at  its  sitting  on  the  20th  April,  1837. 

6.  The  Spanish  schooner  "  Cinco  Amigos,'*  Pedro  Ferrer,  Master,  was  detained  off  New  Sestos, 
on  the  30th  March,  1837,  by  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  *'  Bonetta,"  Lieutenant  H.  P.  Deschamps, 
Commander,  on  a  charge' of  being  illegally  fitted.  The  detained  vessel  arrived  here  on  the  8th  April, 
and  2  days  subsequently  thereto  proceedings  were  commenced  against  her  in  the  British  and  Spanish 
Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  which  ended  in  clearly  establishing  that  the  *'  Cinco  Amigos''  had  violated  the 
Equipment  Article  of  the  late  Treaty  with  Spain  in  no  less  than  5  Sections. 

No  attempt  was  made  by  the  Master  to  establish  that  the  vessel  was,  at  the  time  of  her  seizure, 
employed  in  some  lawful  pursuit,  and  she  was  in  consequence  pronounced,  on  the  20th  April,  1837, 
by  the  said  Court,  to  be  confiscated,  for  having  been  illegally  equipped  at  the  time  of  her  detention. 

7.  The  Spanish  schooner  "  Dolores,'^  Francisco  Canal,  Master,  belonging  to  the  port  of  Havana, 
cleared  out  thence  in  October,  1636,  for  a  lawful  commercial  vpyage  to  this  coast,  as  appeared  from 
all  the  official  papers  with  which  she  was  provided  at  Cuba.  Her  course,  after  leaving  Havana,  was 
direct  to  the  Old  Calebar  River,  where  the  outward  cargo  was  at  once  bartered  for  314  slaves.  Thus 
laden,  the  ''Dolores''  left  the  Old  Calebar  on  the  I4th  April,  1837,  but  was  happily  intercepted  5  days 
afterwards  by  Her  Majesty *s  brigantine  "  Dolphin,"  the  Commander  of  which  cruizer  despatched  her 
In  charge  of  a  Prize-officer  to  this  colony,  where  she  arrived  on  the  14th  May,  1837. 

The  usual  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  vessel  on  the  15th  May,  and  on  the  22d  following 
they  were  concluded,  establishing  in  the  clearest  manner  the  charge  brought  against  her  of  having 
violated  the  existing  Treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  respecting  the  Slave  Trade.  The 
"  Dolore^*  was  accordingly  condemned  on  the  23rd  May,  1837,  and  the  survivors  of  the  slaves  seized 
on  board  of  her,  amounting  to  286,  emancipated  from  slavery. 

8.  The  Spanish  brig,  "  General  Ricafort,''  Carlos  Martinez,  Master,  was  a  vessel  belonging  to  the 
port  of  Havana,  and  originally  employed  in  the  trade  between  Cuba  and  Bremen. 

On  the  26th  June,  1836,  this  vessel  was  met  with  near  to  British  Acra  by  Her  Majesty's  brig  **  Cha- 
rybdis,"  Lieutenant  Samuel  Mercer,  Commander,  who  detained  the  '*  General  RicaforC  on  a  charge  of 
unlawful  equipment,  in  having  a  small  part  of  a  slave-deck  laid,  and  spare  planks  on  board,  adapted- 
in  the  captor's  opinion,  for  completing  the  same  the  whole  length  of  the  vessel. 

Tlie  detained  brig  reached  this  port  on  the  15th  July,  1837,  and  4  days  afterwards  proceedings' 
were  instituted  against  her  in  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court,  which  were  concluded  on  the  25thJ 
August. 

The  result  of  this  investigation  was  the  establishment,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  detention  of  the  "  General  RicaforV  she  had  a  part  of  a  slave-deck  laid,  and  spare  planks 
suited  for  the  completion  of  the  same  about  half  the  length  of  the  vessel ;  and  that  she  was  provided' 
with  a  bag  of  forelocks  for  slave- shackles,  both  of  those  articles  being  prohibited  according  to  the  10th 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  28th  June,  1835. 

In  the  defence  of  the  vessel  the  Master  and  Claimant  urged,  that  the  small  loose  deck  which  had 
been  laid  was  for  stowing  the  brig's  provisions  upon ;  that  the  spare  planks  had  been  expressly  shipped 
for  the  preservation  of  a  large  quantity  of  roll-tobacco  found  on  board  as  cargo,  without  which  it  could 
not  have  been  safely  stowed  ;  and  that  the  bag  of  forelocks,  which  had  been  discovered  subsequent  to 
the  detention,  were  not  for  slave-shackles,  but  for  the  shackles  of  the  topsail-sheets,  for  which  pur- 
pose, however,  'on  examination,  ^bey  were  found  to  be  unadapted,  whilst  they  were  readily  fitted  to 
some  slave-irons  furnished  from  the  stores  of  the  Court  for  the  purpose  of  the  experiment 

The  Master's  explanation  as  to  the  spare  planks  found  in  his  vessel  was  not  more  satisfactory  than  that 
respecting  the  forelocks ;  for  it  was  in  evidence  from  disinterested  witnesses  that  it  is  not  usual,  neitiiei^ 
is  it  necessary,  to  have  planks  of  the  kind  in  question  for  the  stowage  of  roll-tobacco ;  and  the  Prize- 
officer  proved  that  the  planks  were  not  used  for  the  purpose  alleged  by  the  Master  at  the  time  of  seizure^ 
as  the  tobacco  was  found  by  him  stowed  without  anything  between  it  and  the  ceiling  of  the  vessel. 
The  placing  of  these  planks  amongst  the  other  part  of  the  cargo,  the  necessity  for  which  was  not  even 
asserted,  was  held  by  the  Court  as  having  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  secreting  them,  and  which 
could  only  have  been  requisite  with  a  vessel  in  a  slaving  voyage.  That  the  brig  was  intended  to  carry 
€iS  a  cargo  of  slaves,  the  Court  considered  was  to  be  inferred  from  the  facts  established  of  her  having 
been  provided  with  2  large  medicine-chests,  of  the  description  invariably  to  be  met  with  in  slave-vessels; 
that  arrangements  existed  in  the  vessel's  hold  for  the  reception  of  a  slave-deck;  that  accommodation 
-was  on  the  upper  deck  for  carrying  a  very  large  quantity  of  water,  which  could  not  have  been  needed 
by  a  vessel  employed  in  the  general  trade  of  this  coast,  and,  therefore,  that  she  must  have  been  so 
Btted  for  carrying  slaves ;  and  that  the  wages  promised  to  the  crew  were  at  the  very  high  rate  common 
only  in  slaving  adventures. 

The  outward  cargo  of  the  "  General  RicaforV'  having  been  consigned  to  a  notorious  slave-dealer  at 
liagos,  also  supports  the  opinion  of  her  having  been  destined  to  carry  a  human  cargo  in  return. 

The  assertion  of  the  Master,  that  the  loose  deck,  marked  and  numbered  as  slave-decks  usually  are 
should  have  been  placed  in  the  hold  of  a  Spanish  vessel  going  from  Havana  to  Lagos,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  person  acquainted  with  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  June,  1835,  merely  to  stow  the  ship's 
provisions  upon,  the  Court  considered  was  so  unreasonable  as  not  to  be  worthy  of  attention. 

On  the  25th  August,  1837,  the  condemnation  was  pronounced  of  the  "  General  Ricaforty'^  her 
cargo  and  stores,  as  good  and  lawful  prize  to  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  for  havinir 
been  equipped,  at  the  Ume  of  her  seizure  by  Her  Majesty's  brig-of-war  "  Charybdis,"  in  an  unlawfid 
namier. 

^  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
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No.  11. 

Her  Majesty's  Commtsimen  to  Visemnt  Pahnersttm.-^Reoewed  Fei.  ?•) 

Mt  Lord^  Sierra  Leone,  lAtk  Nowmier,  1837. 

With  this  Despatch  we  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  yonr  Xiordship 
OUT  Report  <rf  the  case  of  the  Portuguese  schooner  *'  Viboru  de  V^Ao  Verde^* 
bipn^fat  before  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  CemmiBsioii)  on  a  char^ 
of  Illicit  slave<4rading,  and  condemn&d  on  the  13th  instant. 

The."  Vibota  de  Cake  Verde'^  was  detained  hy  Her  Majesty's  brig  *'  Water 
Witch,"  «n  the  28th  September  last,  with  a  cargo  oi  269  slaves  on  board,  whea  off 
Fernando  Po,  in  an  ostensible  voyage  from  Bimhia  (near  the  River  Garaaroess), 
to  Bio  de  Janeiro;  and  was  then  despatched  to  this  Colony  for  adjudication. 

On  the  passage  ©t  the  "  Vibom  de  Cabo  Verde^^  to  this  Port,  which  occupied 
37  days,  the  negroes  suffered  severely  from  disease,  no  less  than  46  of  them  having 
died,  and  23  being  ill  on  their  arrival  here. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  this  vessel  was  the  American  sdiooner 
"  Viper  y*  mentioned  in  the  despatch  of  Her  Majesty's  Comnnssioners  at  Havana 
to  your  Lordship,  dated  the  25th  October,  1836^  as  having  cleared  out  tbeooe 
under  the  direction  <rfthe  French  house  of  Forbade  and  CcHnpany,  equipped  fiw  ti^ 
Slave  Trade,  and  destined  to  the  Cape  de  Verdes,  where  the  Commissioners  sur- 
Hiiaed  she  would  undergo  a  nominal  transfer  to  the  Flag  of  Portugal.  That  such 
was  ultimately  the  case  we  think  will  be  evident,  from  the  facts  stated  in  our  Re- 
port of  the  condenmation  of  this  vessel,  to  which  it  will  not  be  necessary  further  to 
allude  in  this  Despatch,  than  by  mentioning,  that  Joao  Joz6  Claudio  de  Ldma, 
whose  nan^  has  so  repeatedly  appeared  in  similar  cases  to  the  present,  reported  by 
us  to  your  Lordship,  is  described  in  the  Passport  from  the  Cape  de  Verdes,  as  tliie 
Owner  of  tiiis  vessel ;  and  that  in  contradiction  of  this  Official  Statement,  the  laie 
Master  of  the  vessel  swore,  in  the  most  positive  manner,  that  he  was  sole  Owner 
of  both  vessel  and  cargo ;  the  former  of  which  he  bought  in  June  last,  of  an  Ame- 
rican, when  at  the  Cape  de  Verdes,  whose  name  he  has  never  heard,  and  from 
whom  he  took  no  Bill  of  Sale.  With  such  palpably  gross  false  swearing  as  this, 
aj)e  met  most  of  our  attempts  to  arrive  at  the  true  state  of  the  Cases,  brought  before 
us  for  adjudication. 

In  the  course  of  the  examinations,  the  Master  stated  to  the  Registrar,  that  he 
has  been  three  times  brought  into  Sierra  Leone,  in  captured  slave-vessels,  and 
although  h^  has  been  twice  here  within  the  last  twelve  months,  he  expressed  his 
determuiMix>n  of  immediately  engaging  in  the  same  traffic.  He  was  formerly  Boat- 
swwi  of  the  Portuguese  slave-sfip  '*  l^uatro  de  Abrily*  reported  by  u«  on  the  8di 
December,  1836;  since  which  he  has  dropped  the  surname  of  Rafael,  whidx  he 
then  used.  'IT^  Master  addedT  that  he  quitted  Sierra  Leone  in  March  last,  in  a 
brig  belonging  to  Pedro  Blaneo,  of  the  GaUna«,  and  which  was  commanded  by  the 
very  notorious  Miguel  Bertinote,  whose  character  has  been  described  in  our  De* 
spatch  of  the  7th  December,  1886,  and  who,  tiiere  is  every  reason  to  believe,  carried 
off  a  full  cargo  of  slaves  to  Cuba  from  Blanco's  establislunent  at  Galinas, 

The  vessel  which  Bertinote  last  purchased,  was  the  Portuguese  slave-brig  ''  Es- 
fercmfay'  condemned  here  on  the  4th  March,  1837,  and  wluch  eleared  o«t  hence 
for  Havana  on  tiie  5th  of  last  April  in  ballast. 

In  the  ship's  papers  of  the  "  Kibora  de  Caho  Verde^  ete  is  stated  to  have  been 
bound  to  Rk>  de  Janeiro ;  but  b(^  witnesses  dedared,  that,  when  seised  she  w»s 
pooeeding  to  Havana.  After  she  left  Cuba,  her  rig  was  alt^^ed  dig^tly,  in  rii 
probability  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  wrong  impression  as  to  her  Mentity; 
respee^UQg  whieh»  hoMnever,  there  can  exist  littie  doubt,  when  the  several  circum- 
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gtaneea  to  whick  we  have  alluded  are  associated  with,  her  continuing  to  bear^  afiier 
the  change  of  nationality,  the  name  of  ih^  ''  Vipep,^  and  having  a  figur^^heai  auitr 
aMe  t»  racb  titles 

We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  RANKIN. 

WALTER  W.  LBWiS. 
The  Kght  Hon.  Vueoufd  Phhnerston.  G.  G.B.  ,         ^ 

Sfc,  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  11. 
Report  of  the  Case  of  the  Portuguese  Schooner  "  Vibora  de  Cabo  Verde,"  Joaquim  Antonio^  Master. 

This  slave- ves^l  procured  her  ship's  papem  at  <lle  Cape  de  Verd  in  June  last,  under  those  cir- 
ounataacM  of  swpieioa  whueh  would  from  past  txperience  oaginate  the  inference  thatUie  *'  Vibora  dd 
Cabo  Verde,^*  like  many  other  Cuba  vesseh*  detected  with  slaves  under  the  Pbrtug^ese  flag^  d(cmnff  th* 
past  atid  present  years^  had  only  repaired  thither  to  obtain  the  well-known  protection  from  tmara 
of  thia  assumed  nationality.  This  conclusion  is  strengthened  by  the  contradictory  statements  of  the 
VMB^'&dftttinaliMV  the  paasport  statuig  her  to  be  hannd  to  Rk>de  Janeiro,  whilst  both  witnesses 
didared  oa.  their  eKaminatioa,  that  Havana  was  the  port  at  which  the  voj^ge  would  conclude ;  as  wdl 
as  by  tha  very  questionable  circumstunce  of  the  notorious  Joad  Jos^  Claudio  de  Lima^  of  the  Cape  de 
Terds*  being  the  declared  owner  of  the  detained  vessel  in  her  paasport.  The  documents  granted  by 
tibePertnguese  authorities  are  of  lAie  usual  limited'  nature,  and  consist  ooiy  of  a  passpavt  an^l  nmaler- 
Toll,  both  under  the  sdme  date. 

From  Cape  de  Verd  the  vessel  sailed  at  once  to  Bimbia  near  the  Coroaroons,.  and  exchanged  the 
outward  cargo  fur  one  of  slaves.     On  the  return-voyage  the  hitherto  successful  slaver  was  mat  wiUv 
and  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  brig  ^  Water  Witch,"  off  Femnado  Po.  on  the  28th  September  last,.' 
having  on  board  269  Africans. 

The  arrival  of  the  "  Vihorm  de-  Cabo  Vejde^*  was  notified  to  the  Mixed  Court  by  the  Marshiil,  on 
the  4th  instant,,  when  the  Surgeon  hkewise  made  his  report  as  to  the  health  of  the  slaves.  The  most 
prevaiUiig  disorder  amoogpt  negproes,  the  dysentery,  had  can'ied  off  no  less  than  46  of  this  cargo  in 
the  passage  hither ;  and  29  cases  were  selected  for  hospital  treatment.  The  Surgeon  also  felt  it 
necessary  to  urge  the  speedy  landing  of  the  s1av«s^  from  the  conlined  state  a(  the  vessel ;  bat  a9  tfaa 
schooner  only  anchored  in  this  harbour  late  on  the  Saturday  aflernoon,  this  rccommendadon  could  not 
be  carried  into  execution  until  the  following  Monday,  when,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Colonial 
Government,  the  disembarkation  was  effiscted.  On  the  above  day  the  vessel's  papers  were  Al.ed. 
in  Court,  and  the  usual  preliminary  proceedings — the  issue  of  the  Monition,  and  the  order  for  the 
evidence  to  be  taken — were  proceeded  in. 

The  captor,  Lieutenant  William  Dickey,  declares  that  capture  took  place  on  the  28th  September,  oflT 
Ftmando  Po,  and  that  the  vessel  was  bound  to  Havana  with  a  cargo  of  269  slavesv  said  to  have  been 
shipped  at  Bimbia.     Allusion  is  also  made  to  the  sickly  condition  of  the  male  slaves  from  dysentery. 

Tike  Registar  examitied  the  Master  and  the  Cook,  Jos^  Sacrimento,  on  the  6th  instant.  The  fnroMir 
deposed  that  '*  he  was  bom  at  Lisbon,  and  lives  there  ;  is  a  subject  of  Portugal ;  served  on  board  an 
English  man-o^^^r  (the  **  Maidsti me^  frigate)  for  tmo-  yea»>  duriog  the  American,  war ;  is  not 
Baajried.  He  appoioied  himaeif  to  the  oesunand,  being  owoer.  Pbssesskm  was-  g»uen  to  witacMB-  iH 
the  Cape  Verds  about  four  months  since»  bfaa  American,  whoet  name  he  doea  not  knew,,  having 
never  heard  it..  First  saw  the  vessel  in  Havana  about  five  months  ago ;  she  was  built  at  New  Orleans. 
He  was  present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  for  having  slaves  on  board ;  had  no*  colours  but  Pbrtu- 
guese.  The  vessel  is  ciJled  '*  Vibora  de  (Sabo  Verde;*  doea  not  know  whether  she  ever  had  any  olIUBtt 
neiBe*  She  ie  100  tons  bnrthea»,  and  had  SJ.  oficers  and  niarinera  exclusive  of  wiiiitt8,„aH  Portuguese, 
esKceuitwio  or  three  Spanish  seamen  ;  all  hired  and  shipped  at  Villa  de  Praya,  Cape  Verde^by  wit- 
ness about  four  months  smce.  He  is  sole  owner  of  vessel  and' cargo ;  none  of  the  ofl^cers.or  marinera 
had  any  interest  in  either ;  was  master  as  well :  there  was  no  passenger.  The  last  clearing  pert  wee* 
Fh4o  Praya,  and  the  voyage  eonuncnoed  there,  and  was  to  hafte  ended  at  fihurasaL,  Ftmn  Pbrto 
Vtnyai  the  vend  went  direct  to  Bimbia,  wheite  she*  remained  about  55  days,  and  ahit^ped  slavesL  Thee 
oagili&rieg  vessel  was  first  seen  on  the  2Bth  of  September,,  off  Fe/nando  Po,  and  oaptuse  took  place 
within  sight  of  that  Island  *on  the  same  day.  Tliere  no  was  chase  ;  it  was  quite  calni.  Witness  was 
making  the  best  of  his  way  for  Havana,  and  made  every  endeavour  to  a^d  capture.  There  are  no* 
guns ;  there  are  a  fhw  muskets  and  cutlaaees,  and  a  little  powder,  fim  keeping  the  slaves*  under.  Tfaenr 
were  no  ineinratione  for  resisting  or  esoepiug  eajptuie^  or  for  coacealieg  or  destcoyiug  any  o£  thai 
vessel's  papers*  He  is>  sole  owner  of  the  vessel.  There  was  no, bill  of  sale  \  the  price  (5000  dollavs) 
was  paid  down  in  cash  at  the  time  of  purchase,  and  was  a  fair  eqfulvalent  for  the  vesseL  If  restorecL 
she  will  belong  to  no  one  but  witness;  there  was  no  private  agreeraen1\  Ife  is  sole  owner  of  the* 
cargo,  as  well  as  lader  and  consignee.  Witness  intended  to  have  landed  them  at  HavawLoa  hie  awn. 
accQttnt:  and  rsak ;  and  if  restored,  they  will  belong  to  no  one  eke.  The  vessel  came  in  bailasl  fhmi 
ttaveoa.to  Capet  Verd ;,  and>  after  witness  purebred  her,  he  took  in  a  general  cargo  of  ttade  gopds 
at  Porto  Praya.  The  present  cargo  is  slaves:  269  were  shipped  altc^ether;  all  fVom  tlie  shore; 
does  not  remember  their  particular  descriptions.  None  died  before,  but  46  have  died  since  capture ; 
was  taken  after  aei&UQe:  to  Sierra  Leone.  The  papers  found  on  board  were,  and  are,  all  true  and  fair. 
No  papcm  were  destioyed,  concealedH  or  made  away  with.  He  knows  of  the  existence  of  no  papers 
relating  to  vessel  or  cargo  besides  those  delivered  up ;  there  was  no  log-book,  there  was  no  charter- 
party.  Neither  vessel  or  cargo  is  insured.  The  vessel  wee  under  witness  sole  management*  *  Bulk 
was  broken  in  Bimbia." 

In  many  respects  the  evidence  of  the  Cook  assimilated  very  closely  to  that  of  the  Master.  In 
regard  to  the  place  of  shipment  of  the  crew,  and  of  the  outward  cargo  of  the  vessel,  the  Cook's  testi- 
mony was  directly  opposed  to  that  of  the  Master  ;  the  latter  having  sworn  that  the  whole  of  the  ship's 
company,  as  well  as  the  cargo,  were  embarked  at  the  Cape  Verds,  whilst  the  Cook  declared  that  he 
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and  some  other  sailors  shipped  at  Havana,  where  the  cargo  was  received ;  and  that  the  late  Master 
came  from  Cuba  in  the  said  vessel  as  a  passenger  only. 

By  an  affidavit  filed  on  the  7th  instant,  it  appeared  that  a  mortality  of  46  had  occurred  amongst  the 
shives  during  the  time  they  were  under  the  charge  of  the  Prize-Officer. 

The  case  being  thas  brought  to  a  conclusion,  its  publication  viras  petitioned  for  by  the  Captor*s 
Proctor  on  the  above  date,  and  granted  by  the  Court. 

On  the  13th  instant  the  Monition  in  the  case,  which  had  issued  on  the  previous  6th,  was  returned 
as  having  been  duly  executed,  and  the  Court  met,  agreeably  to  a  petition  for  the  same,  to  adjudicate 
the  vessel;  when  confiscation  of  the  schooner  and  her  cargo  was  pronounced,  and  the  emancipation  of 
the  surviving  221  slaves,  seized  in  the  said  vessel,  was  decreed. 

Sierra  Leone,  Uth  November,  1837.  (Signed)  ROBERT  RANKIN, 

WALTER  W.LEWIS. 


No.  12. 
Her  Majesty  s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Feh.  27, 1838.) 
My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  24fA  November,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  25th  of  September  last,  transmitting  for  our  information  a  Copy 
of  your  Lordship's  instructions  to  Mr.  Consul  Egan,  respecting  the  countenance 
and  assistance,  which  have  so  long  been  afforded  to  slave-vessels,  by  the  Portuguese 
authorities  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands. 

For  this  communication,  and  for  the  directions  given  by  your  Lordship  to 
Mr.  Egan  relative  to  his  correspondence  with  us,  we  beg  leave  to  thank  your 
Lordship. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
TTie  Right  Hmi.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
^c.         -       Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  13, 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  Feb.  27,  1838.) 
My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  30th  November,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  transniit  herewith  our  Report  of  the  Case  of  the 
Portuguese  brig  '^  Don  Frandsco,'^  condemned  here  by  the  British  and  Por- 
tuguese Mixed  Commission  Court  on  the  21st  instant. 

This  vessel  was  seized  so  far  back  as  the  25th  April  last,  near  to  the  island  of 
Dominica,  by  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  "  Griffon ;'  but  having  been  found  in  a 
perfectly  unseaworthy  state,  the  captor  proceeded  without  delay  to  that  island, 
when  the  negroes  found  on  board  of  the  detained  vessel  were  disembarked  on  the 
27th  April.  • 

At  Dominica  the  captured  bri^  was  surveyed,  and  pronounced  to  be  in  an  iinfit 
condition  to  make  the  voyage  to  this  colony  for  adjudication.  An  application  was 
then  made  by  the  captor  to  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  at  Dominica,  to  entertwn 
this  case,  as  far  as  regarded  the  sale  of  the  vessel  and  her  stores,  which  was 
complied  with.  To  these  proceedings,  which  have  been  set  forth  at  length  in  our 
Report  of  the  case,  we  beg  leave  to  caU  your  Lordship's  particular  attention. 

The  proceeds  of  the  sale  above  alluded  to  having  been  left  at  the  island  of 
D<»ninica,  we  have  directed  the  necessary  arrangements  for  their  being  trans- 
mitted to  us. 

The  papers  and  witnesses  in  the  case  of  the  "  Don  Francisco''  only  arrived  here 
on  the  12th  instant,  and  came  before  the  Mixed  Commission  on  the  following  I4th. 

^^r  e  have  jfei* 
(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAUIiAY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Bight  Hon.  Vitcmnt  Pabnerston,  G.CB. 
SfC.  8fc.  8fc. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  13. 

R^art  of  the  Case  of  the  Portuguese  Brig  "  Don  Francisco,"  Antonio  Pereira  Lisboa,  Master. 

The  **  Dm  Prandseo'*  was  a  yessel  belonging^  to  the  very  notorioiis  Fcancisco  Felis  de  Souza^  akas 
Char  Char,  the  slaye-dealer  of  Whydab,  and  was  famished  with  the  necessary  ship  s  papers,  «sii  Por«) 
togoese  vesseU  by  the  Provisional  GoTernment  of  the  Islands  of  Princes  and  Su  Thomas,  on  this  coasti 
in  the  month  of  Jnly,  1886,  and  by  which  this  veasei  appeared  ostensibly  to  have  been  -bound  on  a 
voyage  of  lawfU  oommtrce  fh>m  the  Island  of  Piiaces  to  Havana)  with  leave  to  touch  at  any  of  the 
ports  on  this  coast.     The  official  papers  in  question  consisted  of 

1.  Passport ; 
-    \  J  2.  Muster-roll;  and 

3.  Fort-pass. 
.  «3JKtiLtbae.tea«DA3lts  there  was  found  ^  log-l^k  of  the  voyage  from  Whvdah  towards  Cuba,  in 
whidi  she  had  been  so  far  successful  as  to  have  reached  in  safety  the  neighTSouf  hoofof  tTie  island  oT 
Bominica,  when  she  was  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  brisantine  *'  Gri^on."  Lieutenant  D*Urban,  Cont^ 
mander,  for  having  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board.  Lieutenant  D'Urbon  found  his  prize  in  so  unsea- 
worthy  a  oondition,  that  immediately  aAer  her  detention  the  ^^*Don  Francisco**  was  carried  into  Domf^ 
nlca,  that  Island  being  at  the  time  in  sio;bt.  There  the  slaves  were  disembarked,  and  received  inW 
the  care  of  the  coloniaVautborities,  and  the  ve^l  having  been  examined  by  competent  surveyors^  w% 
pronounced  wholly  unfit  for  the  voyage  to  Sierra  Leone,  where  her  adjudication  was  to  take  phice 
before  the  Britlrti  ead  Poitnguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission  resndcnt  there.  ' 

On  the  detained  vessel  being  pronounced  uoseaworthy  by  the  surveyors  at  Dominica,  lieutenant 
P*Urban»  it  appears,  resorted  to  the  Attorney-General  of  that  Island,  for  his  professiooal  advice  as  to 
the  proceedings  to  be  adopted  in  respect  to  his  prize,  and  certain  steps  were  then  taken,  upon  whicli 
w^  will  not  now  dweD,  as  they  must  be  subsequently  remarked  upon  at  length  in  this  R^^pott. 

The  prize-officer  of  the  '*  Don  Francisco  **  bearing  the  papers  seized  on  board  of  that  vessel,. ind. . 
aceompanied  by  the  Master  and  Mate  of  her,  in  the  charaoter  of  witnesses.in  this  cas^,  reaehed  ttus  , 
colony  OB  the  12th  instant,  in  Her  Majesty's  brig  •*  Harpy."  ,         .        ' , ' 

Two  days  subsequently  to  the  '*  Harpy's"  arrival  here,  die  Captor's  case  against  the  "  Hom  Frak^' 
dico**  having  been  prepared  in  the  usual  manner,  was  presented  to  the  Court.    The  ship's  papere 
authenticated  by  the  prize-offieer  were  then- lodged  in  the  Registry,  together  with  the  several  Dedara-* 
tions  of  the  s^if  ii^g^offioer  as  to,  |he  gtoundsof  the  detention  of  the  **  Don  Francisco,*^  the  unseaworthy 
ntate  ^f  the  ve^l,  and  the  uHtmate  lauding  of  the  slaves  found  on  board  of  her  at  the  Island  of 
Dominlba*' 

The  Captor's  first  Declaration,  dated  on  the  25th  April,  1687,  sUtes  that  Her  Majesty's  btigantil^^ 
**  Griffon"  having  been  on  that  day  in  latitude  1 1^  49^  North,  and  longitude  60^  43' West,  fell  in 
with  and  detained  the  brig  "  Don  FrandscOf**  ^^^^'!!IS  ^^^^^^  Portuguese  colours,  in  an  alleged  voyage 
from  Whyrinh  tn  fiavftna  with  a  rjirgn  nf  gUviHi.    T>o  pftptnr  ftlfift  (jg^^iftrcd.  \kv\\  t^ie  **  ^^  Fmnr^ 
Cisco**  when  seized  was  in  such  a  leaky  condition,  as  to  require  the  regular  use  of  the  pumps  every  other 
hour,  and  that  the  stock  of  water  and  provisions  was  unequal  to  the  support  of  the  negroes  on  board 
on  their  destined  voyage  to  Havana.     By  the  second  Declaration  of  Lieutenant  D'Urban,  it  appears* 
that  the  utter  unseaworthiness  of  the  vessel  rendered  it  impossible  for  her  to  be  sent  to  Sierra  LeoM,  and  x 
that  in  consequence  the  slaves  on  board  her  were  disembarked  at  Dominica  on  the  27th  April  la^  with  ' 
the  consent  of  the  President  aud  Council  of  that  Island.     A  third  Declaration  by  the  Captof  waf  ipad^  / 
at  Dominica  as  to  the  state  of  the  detained  vessel,  founded  upon  the  information  derived  from  a  strict 
survey  of  nhe  brig  ^Her  the  slaves  had  been  disembarked  at  that  Islaad.    At  this  esamination  the 
detailed  vessel  was  flund  to  be  even  in  a  worse  condition  than  the  Gpiptor  had  anticipated,  and  ibe 
Shipwright  and  the  two  Master  Mariners  who  made  the  survey*  reported  her  to  be  In  an  unfit  state  to 
pfrocced  to  sea. 

At  this  stage  of  the  case,  the  Captor  applied  to  the  Attorney-General  of  Dominica  for  his  le^l 
aasisfance;  and  that  gentlennn,  in  consequence,  petitioned  the  Tice^Adaiirafty  Court  of  the  Island  I 
on  behelf  of  the  Caplor,  to  take  cognizance  of  the  ease.  This  Petition  sets  forth  the  grounds  eC  the 
detention  of  t|ie  "  Don  Francifco^", and  her  leaky  condition  when  captured,  which  had  compelled  the 
Seizor  to  run  for  the  Island,  and  to  land  the  slaves  there;  that  the  survey  held  on  the  detained  vessel 
by  three  competent  persons  would  prove  that  she  was  not  in  a  condition  to  make  the  voyage  thence  to 
Sienrn  L^one,  the  jploce  of  residence  of  the  Mhed  ConraiiaBioa  having  jurisdiction  iu  snoh  cases ;  aiid 
that  the  Master  of  the  detained  vessel  had.  formally  acknowledged  the  legality  of  her  capture  and  lla« 
biltty  .to  condeosnaUon,  and  had,  as  far  asihe  could  do  so,  relii^uisl^ed  and  abandoned  all  claim  to  the 
said  vessel  and  her  cargo,  on  behalf  of  all  interested  therein. 

The  Attorney*6eneral,  therefore,  submitted  '^  that  it  would  be  for  the  a<)vantage  of  all  concerned 
weie  the  said  brig  And  her  appartenantee  diiscttd  to  be.  sold  by  order  of  the  said!  Courts  the  procefda 
to  abide  the  eventofd  Decree  of  Uie  Court  hairtog  jurisdiction  in  the,  premises  ;"  and  he  accordUxgly 
prayed,  that  the  sale  of  the  detained  bfig  and  her  stores  might  take  place,  \*  for  the  benefit  of  i^l 
parties  concerned,  the  proceeds  of  soch  sale,  afler  deducting  the  necessary  and  proper  charges,  to 
aMe  euch-Ohlto  as  itea^  heiieaAier  be  nHidetcnkchingiOkd  concerning  tfab  same  by  the  said  Mi^  *' 

mission,  or  other  authority  competent  to  take  cognizance  thereofL" 

The  Judge's  OfderoU  this. appliC^iqn  vi^  in  the  foUowiogv^     — .  i 

^  Under  the  circujnsta^ices  stated  in  the  fofegoing  Petitipn,  and  verified  by  the^  several  Documents 
thereunto  annexed,  the 'Court  deeming  it  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties  coucerned,  doth  hereby  order  Ae 
Marshal  of  this  Court  to  redoQfciutojaaiting'a  full  and  perfect  inventory  of  the  said  brig  ^  Don  Fran- 
dsco*  her  |afkl^  appatel,  and  f\||^iturt,  boats,  stores,  {[nd  appurtenances,  and  that  he  expose  or  cause 
the  afores^  s(ave  briy,  h^r  tackle^  ^^marel,  and  furniture,  boats,  stores,  and  appurtenances,  to  be  ex* 
posed  to  Public  Aale,  It  stjtat  ^itttri  1ana  convenient  day,  and  that  he  s^ll,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  sold 
to  the  highest  bidder,  in  such  lots  and  parcels  as  ma]^  be  deemed  oi4st  advaatageoits  iAdbt^elkiai^  ^' 
and  that,  after  deducting  all  necessary  and  proper  charges,  ^e  bring,  or  cause  to  be  broughti  the  pro-  ^ 
ceeds  of  such  sale  into  the  Registry  of  the  said  Court,  within  fifteen  days  from  the  date  hereof,  to  abide  ' 
such  Order  as  may  hereaflter  be  made,  touching  and  concerning  the  same  by  the  Mixed  Commission 
or  other  Court  competent  to  take  cognizance  thereof;  and  also  that  he  duly  file,  vnthin  the  time     ^ 
aforesaid,  the  particular  account  of  such  sale,  subscribed  by  him,  in  the  said  Court«'' 

Glass  A. — Further  Seri&s.  D 
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The  sale  of  the  ^*  Dan  Francisco**  and  her  equipment  then  took  place,  and  the  accounts  tliereof^ 
with  the  proceeds,  were  returned  into  the  Vice-Adoiiralty  Court,  agreeably  to  the  Order  just  quoted. 

Upon  this  arrangement  bein<r  completed,  the  Attorney-General  made  immediate  application  to  the 
Court,  for  the  proceeds  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Captor's  Agent  at  Dominica,  on  Che  ground  of 
there  being  charges  connected  with  the  capture  of  the  said  brig,  besides  those  incurr^  in  the  said 
Court,  which  had  been  defrayed  by  the  Captor,  and  for  whidi  he  desired  reimbufiemeoi  from  the 
proceeds.  In  compliance  with  this  Petition,  the  Judge  of  the  Vice* Admiralty  Conrt  ordered  ttMS 
Marshal  to  pay  over  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  said  brig  to  Messieurs  Dahryiople  and  Cao^- 
pany,  of  Dominica,  the  Agents  ef  Lieutenant  D'Ufbcm,  in  wlrose  hands  the  bitlanoe  na«r  i^nMioa. 
All  the  Accounts  connected  with  those  transactions  have  been  lodged,  with  the  othef  Bspers  in  ^ 
Case  in  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  here,  and  steps  have  b^  taken  to  obtain  from  MesneuM 
Dalrymple  and  Company  the  money  now  in  their  possession,  of  which  a  subsequent  Report  will  be 
made,  on  the  same  being  realized  and  applied  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  receipt  of  the  Collector  ci  Customs  at  Dominiea  for  the  slaves  landed  from  the  **  Don  Fran 
Cisco**  showed,  that  he  had  taken  charge  of  433  negroes  on  the  27th  April  last.     It  also  stated  that, 
on  the  4th  and  5th  May  following,  the  said  slaves  had  been  by  the  Collector  apprenticed  out  to  **  sito- 
dry  persons,  able  and  willing  to  fMrovide  for  them,  agreeably  to  the  Orders  in  Couneil,  and  for  the  km 
of  seven  years,  under  the  88nd  section  of  the  Act  &th  George  the  Fourth,  caput  llS.** 

It  muRt  be  evident,  on  consideration,  that  neither  the  Orders  in  Council  nor  the  Aet  of  rnrliownnl 
referred  to,  will  justify  the  eoivse  pursued  in  this  instance  with  respect  to  negroes,  prerioiis  to  their 
adjudication  l^  a  competent  Court ;  and,  had  it  been  found  necessary  to  deeiee  the  restoration  of  the 
slaves  to  their  original  owners,  it  would  have  been  all  but  impossible,  after  such  an  appropriation  of 
them,  to  carry  the  Decree  of  the  Court  into  effett. 

On  the  16th  instant,  the  Begistnur  examined  oa  the  Standing  Interrogatoiies  the  Ibster  and  Mate 
of  the  captured  vessel,  who  hid  been  produced  as  witnesses  in  the  east.  The  Master  deposed,  that 
**  he  was  born  at  Lisbon,  and  lives  there;  has  never  served  any  State  but  Portugal ;  is  not  married. 
Was  appointed  to  the  command  by  the  owner,  Don  Francisco  Felisde  Sossa  (ChMrChar)  ;  possessioii 
was  given  to  him  at  Princes' Island  in  January  last,  by  one  Gabriel  Giron,  a  Frenchman,  the  former 
owner ;  first  saw  the  said  vessel  at  Adjudah  about  18  months  since;  believes  her  to  have  been  butli.hi 
France ;  was  present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  with  slaves  aboard ;  had  no  colours  but  Portugiieee* 
llie  vessel'has  always  been  called  '  Don  Francisco*  since  he  was  acquainted  with  her;  knows  of  no 
other  name.  She  is  178  tons  burthen,  and  had  22  officers  and  mariners  exclusire  of  witness,  iH 
Portuguese,  except  a  few  Spanish  seamen,  all  hired  and  shipped  at  Prinoee'  Island  by  witness  hi 
January  last.  Neither  he,  nor  any  of  the  officers  or  mariners,  had  any  interest  in  eithM^vesseioreaigo; 
was  master  aboard ;  there  were  two  Frenchmen,  passengers,  embarked  at  Adjudah  in  March  last,  fof 
a  passage  to  Havana ;  does  not  know  their  names ;  they  were  traders  on  the  coast,  and  had  no  auAo- 
rity  on  board,  or  concern  in  either  vessel  or  cargo.  The  last  clearing  port  was  Princefl^  Isbad  ;  the 
voyage  commenced  there,  and  was  to  have  ended  at  Havana;  from  PHoces  the  vesesi  prooeedad  to 
Adjikiah.  where  her  slaves  were  shipped,  and  she  was  on  her  way  from  thenee  to  Havana  whea  ehe 
was  captured.  The  capturing  vessel  was  first  seen  between  Martinique  and  Dominica  on  the  0§th 
May  ;  capture  took  place  there  and  then  afler  a  ehase  of  eight  hours ;  the  vessel  was  steering  for 
Havana  at  the  time,  and  made  every  effort  to  escape.  There  are  no  guns  or  muskets,  and  onfy  a  few  * 
cutlasses  and  pikes  to  keep  the  slaves  in  order;  no  resistance  was  made ;  there  werenoinstruoliomto 
conceal  or  destroy  any  of  the  vessel's  papers.  Don  Francisco  (Char  Char)  is  sole  owner  of  the  caigo^.; 
knows  it  from  having  been  appointed  to  the  command  by  that  person.  Don  Francisco  is  a  Portufueoe 
subject,  and  resides  at  Adjudah.  There  was  no  bill  of  sale  that  he  knows  of;  the  vessel  was  purcaased 
at  auction  ut  Princes*  Island,  the  price  was  about  12,000  dollar^  and  was  all  paid  at  the  time  in  eash, 
and  was  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  vessel ;  if  restored,  she  will  belong  to  Be  8ouaa,  and  to  no  one  elsej 
knows  of  no  private  agreement.  De  Soiua  was  sole  owner  and  kider  of  the  c^rgo ;  the  consignee  td 
Havana  was  one  Avreo ;  knows  nothing  further  about  him ;  the  slaves  were  to  have  been  landed  on 
the  coast  of  Havana  on  f^rcount  and  risk  of  De  Souza,  and  if  restored,  will  belong  to  him  only.  The 
last  voyage  was  from  Bahia  to  Adjudah,  with  rum  and  tobacco,  shipped  at  the  former  j^aee ;  the  caigo 
on  the  present  occasion  was  slaves ;  489  were  shipped  altogether,  all  from  the  shore ;  does  not  nco^ 
lect  their  descriptions ;  three  died  before  capture,  pone  afler  to  his  knowledge ;  the  vessel  wne  tidnsa 
to  Dominica,  where  she  was  sold  by  the  Captors  in  consequence  of  her  being  very  leaky.  The  papeirs 
found  on  board  were  and  are  all  true  and  fair.  No  papers  were  concealed,  destroyed,  or  made  aw»y 
with.  There  are  no  other  papers  in  any  country  relating  to  vessel  and  cargo  to  bis  knowledge. 
There  was  no  charter  party.  He  is  ignorant  whether  the  vessel  or  cargo  is  insured  ;  the  vessel  was 
under  the  management  of  De  Souza  in  regard  to  her  trade.  The  slaves  were  landed  at  Dominica  by 
the  Captors,  on  account  of  the  leakiness  of  the  vessel." 

The  evidence  of  Vicente  Dos  Santos,  the  Mate  of  the  detained  vessel,  entirely  corroborated  that  of 
the  Master. 

Publication  was  granted  in  the  case  on  the  ITth  instant. 

At  the  time  of  the  seizure  of  this  vessel  it  was  alleged  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Giron,  a  paasenger  oa 
board  that  five  of  the  slaves  seized  were  his  domestics.  In  order  to  clear  up  this  point,  an  affidavit  of  the 
prize-officer  vras  filed,  which  stated  that,  on  the  demand  in  question  being  preferred,  Giron  was  aahsd 
for  proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  same,  which  he  was  \^olly  unable  to  give,  the  said  ftve  slavao  not 
having  been  entered  on  the  Muster-roll,  or  any  Passports  furnished  to  them,  whilst  they  had  meilis 
on  their  arms  similar  to  the  other  negroes  composing  the  cargo  of  the  vessel. 

The  Monition  in  the  Case  was  issued  on  the  Hlh,  and  returned  duly  certified  into  <3ourt  on  the 
2lst  instant,  on  which  day  the  trial  of  this  vessel  took  place,  and  a  sentence  of  condemnation  of  the 
said  vessel  and  her  cargo  was  passed,  with  a  Decree  for  the  emancipation  of  the  survivors  <m  t.hat4rtr 
of  the  433  slaves  seized  on  board  of  her,  and  landed  at  Dominica. 

(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWB. 

Sierra  Leone^  SOtk  November^  1837. 
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No.  14. 

HerMqjesty^s  Cammhsiatiers  to  Viscount  PaImerston.'^(Received  Feb.  27, 1838.) 

BIt  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  30th  November,  1837. 

On  the  13th  May  last  Hes  Majesty's  brig  ^' Harpy,"  whilst  cruizing  in 
14^  or  North  latitude  and  61^  (X  West  longitude^  fell  in  with  and  detained  the 
Portuguese  schooner  *^  Florida,'  in  consequence  of  her  having  a  cargo  of  slaves  on 
board,  with  which  she  was  then  proceeding  to  Havana  from  Lagos^  where  the 
daves  had  been  embarked  by  and  on  account  of  Francisco  Felis  de  Souza,  who 
proved  to  be  also  the  owner  of  the  captured  vessel. 

The  ''Florida*  when  seized  was  lound  to  be  leaky,  and  greatly  out  of  repau*, 
jtnd  the  captor  was  therefore  induced  to  proceed  witfi  his  prize  to  the  neighbouring 
ndand  of  Grenada;  where  the  negroes  were  disembarked.  At  Grenada  a  survey  was 
held  upon  the  detidned  vessel,  when  she  was  found  so  much  out  of  repair,  as  to  be 
whdiy  unfit  for  making  the  voyage  to  this  port. 

The  captor,  acting  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Queen*s  Advocate,  to  whom 
he  had  applied  for  l^gal  advice  in  the  case^  caused  the  ^'  Florida"  her  stores  and 
cargo,  to  be  sold  by  Public  Auction  at  Grenada. 

The  capturing  wip  arrived  in  this  port  on  the  12tfa  instant,  and  on  the  14th  the 
««Be  of  tiie ''  Florida^  was  presented  to  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mi&ed 
Commission,  by  which  she  v^as  adjudicated  on  the  succeeding  21st.  . 

Our  Report  of  the  condemnation  of  the  "  Florida,''  and  the  emancipation  of  the 
survivors  on  the  day  of  trial  of  the  negroes  landed  from  her  at  Grenada,  we  have 
Ihe  honour  of  inelosing  to  your  Lordship. 

The  net  proceeds  at  the  sale  of  the  ''  Florida,''  her  stores  and  cargo,  not  having 
been  brought  to  this  colony  by  the  captor,  we  have  taken  the  i-equisite  steps  for 
their  being  remitted  here,  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  usual  manner. 

'iniis  vessel,  as  well  as  the ''  Don  Francisco,"  the  adjudication  of  which  is  reported 
in  our  other  Despatch  of  this  date,  were  both  owned  by  the  notorious  De  Souza, 
of  Whydah,  and  were  condemned  together. 

The  "  Florida"  waa  built  in  America,  and  sold  by  Messieurs  J.  A.  Gordon  and 
Pexcel  Fowler,  of  New  York,  to  De  Souza,  in  May,  1835 ;  and  the  delivery  took 
place  at  Whydah  in  the  following  November. 

It  is  worthy  of  being  remarked,  that  the  passpoH  of  this  vessel,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  ''  Don  Franei^^o,"  previously  alluded  to  in  this  Despatch,  was  obtained  at 
Princess  Island  in  the  year  1836,  in  the  name  of  De  Seuza,  and  for  an  ostensibly 
commercial  voyage. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  PalmerHon,  G.C.B. 
if6.  ifc.  Sfc. 


Endosure  in  No.  14. 
Beport  of  the  case  of  the  Portugueie  schooner  "  Florida,"  Alexandre  Balhino  Proenga,  master. 

This  Teaed  was  provided  with  a  Portuguese  passport  by  the  piovisioiial  governmeDt  of  Prince^' 
and  St.  Thomas'  IsYands  in  February  18d6»  in  which  Francisco  Felis  de  Souza  of  Whydah  was  stated 
ib-  be  the  owner  of  her,  and  that  he  purposed  employing  her  in  a  voyage  of  lawful  commerce^  from 
Prinee's  Island  to  Bahia,  touching  ftrst  at  some  of  the  ports  upon  the  coast 

After  havmg  attained  die  above .  mentioned  passport  at  Prince's  Island,  the  ^  Florida*^  would  seem 
Id  have  gone  direct  to  Whydah,  where  a  cargo  of  slaves  was  embarked,  with  which  this  vessel  was  so 
successful  ta  to  reach  the  Cuba  market  in  safety.  This  opinion  is  founded  upon  the  contents  of  two 
papers,  which  were  among  those  taken  possession  of  by  the  captor  at  the  time  of  seizure.  The  papers 
fa  question  were  a  protest  against  the  consequence  of  the  loss  of  a  boat  full  of  negroes,  who  were 
drowned  on  the  90th  March  1836,  whilst  in  the  act  of  being  shipped  in  this  vessel ;  and  the  log-book 
of  this  vessel  in  a  voyage  from  Havanna  to  the  coast  of  Africa  in  the  period  from  18th  Mav  to  10th 
July  1836.  ^ 

In  September  of  last  year,  the  *'  Florida^^  was  found  at  anchor  at  Whydah  by  one  of  the  British 
cruizers,  and  appears  to  have  remained  in  that  neighbourhood  until  March  last,  when  another  cargo  of 
slaves  was  embarked,  and  she  again  proceeded  towards  Cuba. 

This  vessel  had  successfully  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  squadron  on  this  station,  and  had  nearly 
reached  her  destined  port  in  Cuba,  when  she  was  fortunately  intercepted  by  Her  Majesty's  brig 
•*  Harpy,"  by  which  cruizer  she  was  detained  off  the  Island  of  Grenada,  in  consequence  of  having  a 
cargo  of  slaves  on  board. 

At  the  time  of  seizure,*  the  "  Florida^*  was  found  to  be  leaky,  and  in  other  res|)ects,  in  a  bad  condi-- 
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iion  for  seai  which  drcmnsiances,  together  witli  her  havhig  ft  h«nncii  eavgo  on  4»oardy  genJatcd  it 
indispensable  to  put  into  the  nearest  port,  which  was  that  of  Grenada.  There  the  slavea  were  diacwi- 
barked,  and  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  local  attthorities,  and  the  vessel  on  examinstioa  wcb  temd  to 
be  unseaworthy*  and  she  was  thereupon  sold  on  the  authority- of  the  seizor,  who  acted  under  the  re- 
commendutbn  of  the  Queen's  advocate  of  that  if^Iand. 

On  the  12lh  instant,  the  capturing  ship  arrived  in  this  port  firom  the  West  Indies,  bringing  with  her 
the  ship*8  papers  belonging  to  the  detained  vessel,  and  all  the  documents  connected  with  the  proeeed- 
ings  taken  in  the  case  at  Grenada.  These  papers,  together  with  the  captor's  declarations,  «ei«  (iled 
•  on  the  14th  instant,  in  the  registry  of  the  British  and  ^Portuguese  mixed  eommisnan;  at  the  same 
time,  the  usual  monition  issued,  and  the  master  and  boatswain  of  the  captured  vessel,  who  were  pfo- 
duced  by  the  seizor  as  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  were  ordered  for  examination  en  the  standing  in* 
terrogatorie& 

The  declarations  of  the  captor  were  in  this  instance  two  in  number,  bearing  date  respectively  the 
13th  {and  20th  of  Msy  last.  These  documents  were,  according  to  the  forms  directed  to  be  used  by 
the  regulations  for  the  mixed  commissions,  and  contained  the  following  particulars :-» 

That  the  capture  of  the  Portuguese  schooner  '^  Florida^**  took  p^ce  in  butitode  14^  ^'  north,  and 
longitude  61^  43'  west,  on  the  ]3ih  May  1837,  the  said  schooner  being  in  a  voyage  from  Lagos  to 
Havana  with  a  csrgo  of  shivest  thai  the  detained  vessel  was  at  the  time  leaky,  her  ringing  out  of 
order,  and  in  other  respects  in  bad  repair ;  and  that  the  extreme  length  of  tlie  voyage  back  to  Africa, 
the  confined  space  of  the  vessel,  as  well  as  the  ill  state  of  health  of  the  negroes,  (which  latter  particu- 
lar was  forcibly  set  forth  in  the  certificate  of  the  principal  medical  officer  of  Grenada,  and  the  assistant 
surgeon  of  Her  M^esty's  brig  "  Haipyi''  annexed  to  the.  declaration,)  led  to  their  disembarkation  on 
the  island  to  which  they  were  carried. 

The  receipt  for  the  slaves  landed  from  the  schooner  **  Florida^*^  was  granted  by  the  collector  ^umI 
comptroller  of  the  customs  of  Granada,  in  the  capacity  of*'  Guardians  appointed  by  deciee  of  tfie  Court 
of  Chancery'"  of  that  island,  and  stated  that  there  had  been  received  by  them  56  iiemaleB,  aad  224 
males;  and  that  112  of  the  adult  males  had  vduntarUy  entered  the  1st  West  Indian 'regimimt at 
Trinidad. 

The  practice  of  thus  disposing  of  negroes  previous  to  their  adjudication,  and  in  anticipatk>n  of  their 
eventual  emancipation  by  the  Court  of  Mixed  Commission,  may  lead  to  inconveniences,  whidiai^  too 
obvious  to  require  particular  remark. 

The  survey  held  upon  the  detained  vessel  at  Grenada,  whidi  was  conducted  by  the  OMsters  of  two 
British  merchantmen,  and  described  her  as  unfit  for  the  voyage  to  this  port,  was  kxlged  in  the  court, 
together  with  the  written  opinion  of  the  Queen's  advocate,  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  captor 
in  respect  to  his  prixe,  and  the  accounts  of  the  sale  of  her  under  the  captor's  directions. 

On  the  16th  instant,  the  master  and  boatswain  were  eiamhied  tn  this  came  befeie  the  itgfstrar, 
when  the  master  gave  the  fbllowinig  replies  to  the  standing  interrogatories : — **Tbat  he  was  bom  at 
Lisbon,  had  no  regular  ptace  of  abode»  last  lived  at  Bahia  for  about  18  months ;  has  never  sensed 
any  state  but  Portugal ;  i»  married  ;  his  wife  and  family  reside  in  Lisbon.  He  appointed  himself  to 
the  command  being  owner;  possession  was  given  to  witness  at  Adjudah,  about  2  years  and  a  Mf 
since,  from  the  former  owner,  an  American,  whose  nanfe  he  does  not  remember,  but  it  is  in  the  vessel's 
papers;  first  saw  the  Vessel  tlieire  ai|dthea;  sfae^-is  American  built.  Was  present  wh^n  the  vessel 
was  captured  with  sAaves  alnmrd.;  Imd  no  colours  but  Portuguese.  The  vessel  has  never  had  any 
name  but  *'  F/o/icfo,"  she  is  about  88  tons  burthen,  and  had  18  officers  and  marines,  exclusive  of 
master,  part  Portuguese  and  part  Spaniards ;  all  hired  and  shipped  at  Lagos  by  witncsB^  in  March  last. 
Is  part  owner  of  Uie  vessel,  and  soW  owner  of  the  cargo;  none  of  the  officers  or  mariners  had  any 
interest  in  ekher  vessel  or  carggo.  Was  master  aboard  ;  there  were  6  passengers,  Spanish  seamen, 
belonging  to  vessels  that  had  beea  captured  on  the  coast ;  does  not  know  their  names,  or  the  names  of 
the  vessels  they  belonged  to ;  witness  took  them  aboard  at  Lagos  for  a  passage  to  Havana,  in  March 
last;  none  of  them  had  any  authority  aboard,  or  concern  in  either  vessel  or  cargo.  The  last  ckaring 
port  was  Prince's  Island  ;  the  voyage  commenced  at  Lagos,  and  was  to  have  ended  at  Havana;  from 
Lagos  the  vessel  went  to  Princes,  where  she  got  her  papers,  and  then  returned  to  Lagos,  where  she 
shipped  slaves  ;  and  was  on  her  way  to  Havana  when  she  was  captured.  The  capturing  vessel  was 
first  seen  on  the  12th  May,  between  St.  Lucia  and  Martinique ;  capture  took  place  afler  11  hours* 
chase,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  aflemoon  of  that  day ;  the  vessel  was  steering  for  Havana  when  puraued,  and 
endeavoured  to  escape.  There  were  no  guns,  nor  any  arms  or  ammunitton ;  there  were  no  instructions 
to  resist  capture,  or  to  destroy  any  of  the  vessel's  papers.  The  vessel  is  the  joint  property  of  witness 
and  Francisco  Felis  de  Souza(Cha  Cha),  a  Portuguese  subject,  and  a  resident  of  Adjudah.  There  is 
a  bill  of  sale  amongst  the  papers  delivered  up.  Witness's  name  does  not  appear  in  it ;  but  he  is  never- 
theless proprietor  of  one  halt'  the  vessel,  and  if  restored  she  will  belong  to  witness  wnd  de  Souza,  and 
to  no  other  person ;  there  was  no  private  agpreement  to  restore  the  vessel.  He  is  himself  sole  owner, 
lader,  and  consignee  of  the  cargo ;  the  slaves  were  to  have  been  landed  at  Havana  on  vritness's  account 
and  risk,  and  if  restored  will  belong  to  him  only.  The  cargo  of  the  vessel  on  the  former  voyage  was 
flour,  tobacco,  &c.,  from  Baltimore ;  that,  on  the  present  occasion,  was  slaves,  all  shipped  finom  the 
diore  at  Lagos, — ^6  were  taken  aboard  altogether ;  does  not  know  their  descriptkms ;  about  16  died 
.before  capture  ;  cannot  say  whether  any  have  died  since ;  after  seizure  the  vessel  was  taken  to  Gre- 
nada. The  papers  found  on  board  were,  and  are,  all  true  and  fair.  No  papers  were  destroyed,  con- 
cealed, or  made  away  with ;  know  of  the  existence  of  no  other  papers  relating  to  vessel  or  cargo.  There 
was  no  charter-party.  Neither  vessel  nor  cargo  is  insured ;  the  vessel  was  under  witness'  manage- 
ment in  regard  to  her  trade.  Tlie  slaves  were  disembarked  at  Grenada  by  the  captors ;  does  not  know 
for  what  reason  ;  there  were  three  black  men  who  were  witness's  private  property, — one  his  domestic  for 
11  years,  and  the  other  two  who  had  sailed  with  him  for  eight  years, — detained  by  the  captors  against 
their  will,  and  sent  ashore  with  the  cargo  at  Grenada,  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  slaves  seised  in  the 
vessel.  Witness  exhibited  a  passport  from  Bahia  (1st  July  1834)  for  one,  and  stated  his  name  to  be 
Nuno,  and  that  he,  as  well  as  the  other  two  (Alexander  and  Juao)  were  on  the  muster-roll  as  part  of 
the  crew/' 

The  Boatswain  of  the  **  Florida**  did  not  in  his  evidence  materially  differ  from  the  statements  of 
the  Master,  except  as  regarded  the  time  and  place  of  the  shipment  of  the  crew,  the  Master  declaring, 
as  to  the  former,  that  he  shipped  his  crew  in  May  last  at  Adjudah,  whilst  the  Boatswain  was  positive 
that  part  of  them  had  been  embarked  at  that  place  two  years  previously,  and  that  the  remainder  were 
engaged  at  Princess  Island  in  May  1836^  the  time  at  which  the  passport  of  the  vessel  was  obtained. 
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Tte  Matler's  anertion  tbat  be  owii«d  the  cargo  was  positively  contradicted  by  the  Boatswain,  who 
swore  thai  Ihe  slaves  helonged  to  De  Souza,  a  circumstance  more  than  probable,  when  it  Is  remembered 
thai  De  Sousa  owned  the  vessel,  and  that  his  whole  occupation  b  the  purchasing  and  sellings  of 
negroes.  Tlie  Officer  who  had  charge  of  the  Prize  in  her  passage  to  Grenada,  made  affidavit  on  the 
16th  instant,  that  during  the  period  named  3  of  the  slaves  of  the  detained  vessel  had  died. 

Publication  in  the  cause  passed  on  the  following  day,  and,  in  conclusion  of  the  proceedingf^,  a  joint 
-aflSdavk  of  the  eaptor  and  Prize-officer  was  received  m  reply  to  a  chaige  preferred  by  the  Master,  at 
bis  eiantnatioa  by  the  Registrar,  pf  8  slaves,  who  had  been  bis  domestics,  having  been  forced  on 
shore  against  their  will  at  (irenada  by  the  seizor.  This  allegation  was  satisfactorily  rebutted  by  the 
^fidavits  ini|uettion. 

On  the  Slst  instant  the  monition  in  the  Case  was  returned,  duly  certified  by  the  Marshal,  and  on 
that  day  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission  sat  for  the  trial  of  this  vessel,  and 
passed  a  aentenee  upon  her  of  confiscation,  decreeing  at  the  same  time  the  emancipation  of  the  sur- 
vivors, on  that  date,  of  the  280  slaves  landed  at  the  Island  of  Grenada* 

(Signed)  H,  W.  MACAULAY. 

Sierra  Leone,  SOtt  November  1987.  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 


No.  15. 
HerMajesty*s  Commhsioner^  to  P^hcount  Pabnerston. — (Received  Mar.  16, 1838.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  IQth  December,  1837. 

The  Portuguese  brigantine  "  Felicidade,''  Joao  Joze  Pereira,  master,  having  on 
board  a  eargo  of  slaves,  with  which  she  was  proceeding  from  the  river  Bonny  to 
Havana,  was  seized  on  the  4th  ultimo,  near  to  that  river,  by  Her  Majesty's, 
brijgantine  "  Bonetta,"  and  arrived  here  for  adjudication  on  the  2nd  instant. 

This  vessel  was  condemned,  and  the  surviving  iiegroes  of  her  cargo  emancipated 
firom  slavery  on  the  9th  instant,  the  particulars  of  which  are  set  forth  at  length  in 
our  Report  of  this  case,  which  we  have  now  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your 
Lordship. 

'  In  the  evidence  given  by  the  master  of  the."  FeUcidade"  lie  declares  himself  to 
have  been  owner  of  both  vessel  and  cargo,  and  that  the  last  voyage  was  direct  from 
Havana  to  Bonny ;  statements  which  are  at  variance  with  the  passport  and  log^ 
book  of  this  vessel,  the  former  of  which  names  Antonio  Teixeira  Uuimaraens  as 
the  owner  of  her,  and  the  latter  shows  that,  instead  of  the  ^'  Feliddade^*  having 
proceeded  straight  to  the  Bonny,  she  went  first  to  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands, 
where  she  remained  a  week,  and  thence  proceeded  to  the  Bonny.  What  object  the 
master  could  have  in  view  in  such  palpable  false  swearing  is  not  easily  discoverable^ 

We  have  &c 
(Signed)       •     H.  W.  MACAULAY. 
WAMTEiR  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Han.  Vieemmt  Palmerstan,  G.C.B., 
cfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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•   Report  of  the  Case  of  ike  Portuguese  Brigantine  *'  Felicidade,"  Joao  Joze  Pereira,  Master. 

Thb  "  FeUcidade "  waff  a  vessel  apparently  belon^'ng  to  a  Portuguese  resident  at  Bahia, 
named  Antonio  Teixeira  Quimaraens,  who  obtained  a  Passport  for  her  from  the  Portugoese  Consul- 
General  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  May,  1835,  for  a  voyage  from  Bahia  to  Cadiz,  vid  Havana. 

This  voyage  was  evidently  not  prosecuted,  as  the  note  on  the  Passport  respecting  having  visited 
Havana  is  under  date  of  the  24th  May,  1837,  when  she  is  stated  to  have  cleared  thence  for  Prince's 
Island  and  the  Bonny.  The  only  other  indorsement  on  the  Passport  shows,  that  the  ^^FeHcidade*' 
was  at  Prince's  Island  in  April,  1836. 

At  the  time  of  the  seizure  of  this  vessel  there  were  found,  with  the  above-mentioned  Pftssporf,  a 
muster-roll  and  a  log  book  of  the  voyage  from  Havana  to  Bonny,  by  way  of  the  Cape  de  Verd 
Islands,  where  she  stayed  a  week. 

The  '*  FeUcidade,''  after  remaining  upwards  of  3  months  in  the  river  Bonny,  shipped  a  cargo  of 
slaves,  and  commenced  the  return  voyage  to  Cuba,  on  the  second  day  of  which  she  was  fallen  in  with, 
and  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  **  Bonetta.*' 

On  the  2nd  December  instant,  the  detained  vessel  came  into  this  harbour,  and  waf»,  as  usual,  visited 
by  the  Marshal  and  Surgeon  to  the  Court,  who  made  their  reports  as  to  the  circumstances  attending 
the  seizure,  and  the  condition  of  the  slaves.  From  the  suigeon*s  statement  it  was  found,  that  only 
60  of  the  whole  number  of  the  negroes  of  this  vessel  were  free  from  disease,  all  the  others  being 
afflicted  with  a  cutaneous  disorder  of  an  aggravated  character,  which  led  the  surgeon  to  desire  their 
immediate  landing  and  classification. 

The  papers  of  this  vessel  were  brought  into  Court  and  authenticated  by  the  Prize-oflficer  on  the 
same  day,  when  the  monition  also  issued,  and  the  witnesses  were  produced  for  examination. 
.    The  slaves  were  disembarked  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  in  question. 

The  captor's  declaration  stated  that,  on  the  4th  November,  1837,  being  in  4°  16'  north  latitude,  and 
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<f  i¥  east  bngitade,  he  detained  fbe**  WeHcidadet^'^  under  Fbrtn^ese  coIoar%  and  bound  to  Itavaaa, 
fbr  fmving'a  eargo  of  ^MVts  on  board,  and  faimediatdy  despatcbed  her  to  Serra  Leone. 

On  tile  5th  iastent  the  Register  examined  the  Master  and  Cook  of  the  captured  ^etfsef  on  the 
Standing  tntierrogatortes. 

The  Master  deposed  that  **  he  was  bom  at  Madeira,  has  lived  at  Havana  Ibr  tbe  but  8  years  ;  is  a 
^Pbrtttg^uese  snbject,  bas  neverserved  any  other  state,  and  is  not  married.  He  appointed  hitnseH'to 
the  comfiQsnd,  being  owner  of  the  vessel ;  received  possession  at  Havana  in  April  last  from  Juan  Jos< 
Collo,  a  Pbrtugnese  subject;  does  not  know  the  place  of  residence  of  tbe  sakl  ColFo ;  first  saw  the 
vessel  at  Havana  about  a  year  since  ;  she  is  Sardinian  built.  He  was  present  when  ^e  vessel  wa^ 
captured,  with  slaves  on  board ;  had  no  colours  but  Portuguese.  He  knows  of  no  other  name  fbr  the 
said  vessel  but  ^  Fdiddade  f  she  is  150  tons  burden,  and  had  26  officers  and  mariners,  exclusive  of 
witness,  chiefly  Portuguese;  some  Spaniards,  all  shipped  and  h'nred  at  Havana  by  witness  in  May  he^ 
None  of  the  officers  or  mariners  hod  any  interest  in  either  vessel  or  cargo,  witness  beings  sole  ovmerof 
both ;  was  Master  as  well.  There  were  three  pasiiengers,  Porttiguese  sailors,  belonging  to  te 
^  BeUnmim*  (wrecked  on  the  bar  of  the  Bonny)  ;  the  said  seamen  were  embarked  in  September  for  a 
passage  to  Havana,  and  had  no  interest  or  authority  in  regard  to  vessel  or  cargo.  The  last  deadng 
port  was  Havana,  and  the  voyap^e  commenced  and  was  to  have  ended  at  Porto  Rico  or  Havana. 
ITrom  Havana  tbe  vessel  proceeded  direct  to  the  Boony,  where  the  slaves  were  shifted*  The  ca{h 
luring  vessel  was  first  seen  close  to  the  river  Santa  Barbara,  on  the  4th  November  last ;  capture  iock 
place  the  same  day,  after  a  short  chase  of  abost  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  *  Felicidade,*  was  steering 
for  the  West  Indies  when  pursued,  and  made  every  endeavour  to  escape ;  the  vesseFs  papers  were  for 
Bonny  and  Prince's  Island.  There  were  2  guns  mounted,  but  they  were  thrown  overboanl  ia  tite 
chase,  and  there  were  4  or  5  muskets,  and  as  many  cutlasses  ;  there  was  no  resistance  made,  or  instruc- 
tions given  to  conceal  oi  destroy  any  of  the  vessel's  pi^pers.  He  is  the  sole  owner  of  the  vesad. 
Witness  lived  at  Madeira  and  Cape  Verdes  before  he  resided  at  Havana.  There  was  a  Bill  of  Sale, 
^  which  witness  left  behind  him  at  Havana,  not  considering  it  necessary  to  take  it  to  sea  with  kin ;  it 
was  dated  at  Havana  in  April  last— there  were  no  solMicribing  witnesses  ;  the  price  was  SSOO  donm, 
paid  down  in  cash,  and  was  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  vessel.  The  sale  was  a  true  one,  and,  if  resloiid, 
the  vessel  will  belong  to  witness  only.  There  waa  no  private  agreement ;  he  is  sole  owner,  ladbr,  and 
XM>nsignee  of  the  cargo.  The  slaves  were  to  have  been  landed  at  Porto  Rico  or  Havana,  on  acooont 
and  risk  of  witness,  and,  if  restored,,  will  belong  to  him  only.  He  knows  nothin^^  of  iSnie  hat  voyage : 
the  cargo  shipped  at  Havana^on  the  present  oceasioa  was  tdbaooo^  mn,  and  dry  goods  ;  the  pmaent 
cargo  is  slaves,  335  were  shipped  altogether,  ail  froni  the  shore  ;  does  not  recoUeet  their  desoriptioiis^ 
none  died  before,  but  some  have  died  since  capture ;  does  not  know  the  number ;  was  taken  direct  io 
Sierra  Leone  after  capture.  The  papers  found  on  board  were,  and  are,  all  true  and  fair.  No  papers 
were  destroNod,  concealed,  or  made  away  with.  There  are  no  other  papers  (except  the  Bft  of  dale) 
relating  to  vessel  or  carsa  There  waa  no  charter-party.  Neither  vessel  nor  cai^o  ia  irnared  ;r  dK 
vessel  was  under  witness  s  sole  management.  Bulk  waa  biokea  in  the  Bonny ;  ne  slaves  havo'becii 
disembarked  since  capture." 

Sebastian  Sesa^  the  Cook  of  this  vessel,  gave  evidence  of  a  more  limited  character  than  that  of  Che 
Master ;  as  far,  however,  as  it  went  it  proved  confirmatory  of  the  deposition  of  the  Master. 

The  Affidavit  as  to  tbe  number  of  deaths  among  tbe  slav^s^  whilst  nnder  the  chantgc  of  the  IVijw 
master,  showed  that  49  bad  died  firom  the  eHbots  of  illnesa. 

On  the  7th  instant  publication  in  tbe  case  vras  decreed  ;  and  the  monition,  which  had  been  sent 
forth  on  the  2nd,  was  duly  returned  on  the  9th  instant,  the  day  on  which  the  Court  met  for  the  trial  of 
this  vessel.  A  sentence  waa  then  prononnced,  by  which  the  detained  vessel  *'  Felictdade"  became 
good  prize  to  the  Goveramenls  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  and  the  survivors  of  the  335  slavea 
captured  in  this  vessel*  who  on  that  date  amonnled  to  281  persons,  were  emancipated  from  slavery* 

(Sigiifed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

Sierra  Leone,  I6th  December,  1837.  WALTER  W.  LEWISw 


No.  16. 

Her  Majesty' sCainmunoners  to  f^MeeuntPtinterstan. — {Received  Marchl6^1838.^ 

My  Lobd,  Sierra  Leam,  28<&  December,  1837. 

Wb  have  the  honour  of  forvt^arding  herewith  to  your  Lordship  our  Heport 
of  the  Case  of  the  Poituguese  schooner  *'  Traga  MUhas,'"  which  was  seized,  with 
a  cargo  of  283  slaves,  by  Her  Majesty's  sloop  ''  Racer/'  on  the  1 1th  June  last,  (df 
^  island  of  Jamaica,  whilst  engaged  in  a  voya^  from  the  river  Sherbro  to 
Havana,  and  condemned  this  day  in  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed 
Commission  established  here. 

This  vessel,  on  her  capture,  was  carried  into  Port  Antonio,  in  the  island  of 
Jamaica,  where  the  slaves  were  disembarked,  and  placed  in  the  care  of  the  Collectolr 
of  Customs ;  after  which  she  proceeded  to  Port  Royal,  where  a  Board  of  naval 
officers  surveyed  her,  and  pronounced  her  unfit  fcHr  sea,  unless  very  considerable 
repairs  were  made.  In  consequence  of  this  decision  of  the  surveyors,  the  Cajrtor 
handed  over  his  prize  to  the  custody  of  the  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Jamaica  Dock- 
yard, to  await  the  result  of  the  adjudication  of  the  Case,  and  sent  over  to  this 
Colony  the  detained  vessel's  Papers,  in  charge  of  a  Prize-officer,  who  was  accom- 
panied by  the  Portuguese  Master  as  a  witness  in  the  case,  and  who  arrived  here  on 
the  8th  instant. 

It  may  be  inferred,  we  think,  from  the  statement  of  the  Master,  that  the  lai^ 
voyage  of  this  vessel  was  from  Uie  Sherbro  river  to  Havana ;  and  that  a  similar 
cargo,  to  that  with  which  she  was  lately  detained,  was  then  safely  conveyed  to  Cuba, 
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althoufh  ihe  Master  has  asserted^  that  the  vessel  was  in  ballast  on  the  previous, 
occasion — ^that  being  the  usual  explanation  given  respecting  successful  slaving: 
vovages. 

in  the  lists  of  slave- vessels  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Havana,  a 
•schooner,  bearing  the  name  of  "  Traga  Milhas,  is  mentioned  as  havijag  made, 
under  the  Spanish  flag»  two  successful  slaving  voyages  previous  to  the  dose  of  the 
year  1835;  and  as  this  vessel  apparently  only  came  under  the  Portuguese  flag  in 
June  1836,  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  it  is  not  improbable  that  she  is  the  same 
schooner,  which  has  been  so  successful  in  her  nefarious  pursuits. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Fheaunt  PahnersUm,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc,     '  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  16. 

Report  of  ike  Case  of  the  Portugueie  schooner  "  Traga  Milhas,**  Rafael  Jozk'Alves,  Master, 

TniB  is  the  case  of  a  vessel  furnished  with  a  Portuguese  Passport  by  the  Government  of  the 
Cmpe  de  Verde  Islands,  in  the  month  of  June,  1886,  for  the  general  purposes  of  .commerce,  no  desti- 
nation foft  the  vessel  bemg  therein  mentioned.  From  this  Document  it  would  appear,  that  the 
**  Traga  Milhas**  was  originally  an  American  vessel,  and  was  owned  by  Antonio  Dionizio  Furtado,. 
a  resident  of  St.  lago,  Cape  Verde  Islands. 

The  only'other  Paper  found  in  this  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  seizure  was,  a  Muster-roll,  drawn  up 
by  the  Master,  and  bearing  date  at  Havana,  the  1 1th  April,  1836,  which  expressed  the  destination  of 
the  **  Traga  Mithas**  to  have  been  the  Cape  Verdes  and  St.  Thomas.  This  Paper  received  an 
official  character  from  having  been  certified  by  Mr.  Trist,  the  United  States'  Consul  at  Havana,  who 
declares  he  performed  this  duty  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  Consular  Agent  for  Portugal  in 
fliat  city. 

WiA  the  2  oflidal  Documents  above-mentioned,  the  '*  Traga  Mithas"  left  Havana  and  proceeded 
direct  to  the  Sherbro,  where  a  cargo  of  slaves  was  embarked,  with  which  she  had  safely  proceeded 
■eaxly  the  whole  of  die  return  voyage  to  Cuba,  when  she  was  intercepted  by  Her  Majesty's  sloop 
**  Racer,"  and  carried  into  Port  Antonio,  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  where  the  slaves,  from  motives  of 
humanity,  were  disembarked  in  June,  1887. 

At  Jamaica  an  examination  of  the  detained  vessel  took  place,  when  her  rigging  and  sails  were 
found  in  such  a  condition  as  to  require  replacing.  Various  repairs  to  the  hull  were  also  necessary 
before  iShe  would  be  in  a  fit  state  to  make  the  voyage  to  Sierra  Leone.  The  vessel  was  in  conse- 
mence  declared  unseaworthy,  and  was  placed  in  the  care  of  the  Clerk  in  charge  of  the  Jamaica 
Dock-yaid ;  and  a  Prize-Oflficer  dispatched  to  this  Colony,  by  the  way  of  England,  with  the  schooner*8 
Papers,  and  her  Portuguese  Master  as  a  witness  in  the  case. 

On  the  8th  December,  1887,  the  Papers  of  this  vessel,  authenticated  by  the  Prize-Officer,  with  the 
Captor's  Declaration  as  to  the  seizure,  and  Certificate  of  having  landed  the  slaves  from  her,  were 
lodged  in  the  Britbh  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission ;  the  usual}Moniton  issued,  and 
the  only  witness  produced  by  the  captors  was  ordei:ed  for  examination  by  the  Registrar. 

The  Captor's  Declaration  was  to  the  effect,  that,  on  the  11th  June,  1837,  Her  Majesty's  sloop 
••Racer**  having  been  in  19**  20^  North  latitude,  and  76^47'  West  longitude,  seized  the  schooner 
^  Traga  Milhas  "  nnder  Portuguese  colours,  for  having  a  cargo  of  283  slaves  on  board,  said  to  have 
been  shipped  at  Seabar  on  the  1st  May,  1837  ;  and  that  the  detained  vessel  was  then  despatched  to 
Port  Antonio,  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica. 

The  Captor  also  stated,  that,  from  the  Master's  representation  as  to  the  state  of  the  detained 
vessel,  he  supposed  her  unfit  to  proceed  on  the  voyage  to  Sierra  Leone. 

From  the  Captor's  Certificate  as  to  the  disembarkation  of  the  slaves  of  this  vessel,  it  appeared  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  length  of  the  voyage  to  this  Colony,  he  had  landed  them  at  Port  Antonio,  and 
delivered  them  into  the  care  of  the  Collector  of  Customs  there,  whose  receipt,  dated  the  16th  Jiine 
last,  was  filed  in  the  Case,  and  showed  that  280  had  been  thus  received  under  his  care. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  Case  of  this  vessel  was  brought  into  the  Court,  the  Captor's  Proctor 
flad  the  orig^al  Survey  held  upon  the  ^' Traga  Milhas"  at  Jamaica,  and  which  was  as  follows : — 

"  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  have  been  on  board  the  Portuguese  schooner  *  Tragf 
Mi  kasy  have  held  a  strict  and  careful  Survey  on  the  above-named  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing her  fitness  to  perform  a  voyage  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  find  as  follows ;  viz. : — 

**  Her  bulwarks  cut  to  the  decks,  and  would  require  replacing;  her  topsides  and  waterways  require 
caulking;  her  mainmost  head  wrung;  her  running-rigging  much  decayed,  and  unfit  for  the  voyage ; 
Imt  tails  much  worn  and  unfit ;  and  altogether  we  consider  the  schooner  *  Traga  Milhas*  unfit  to 
perform  the  voyage  to  Sierra  Leone,  without  a  general  repair  and  refit.  And  we  further  dedare,  that 
we  have  performed  this  service  with  such  care  and  attention,  that  we  are  willing,  if  required,  to  make 
oath  to  the  impartiality  and  correctness  of  our  proceedings. 

"  Given  under  our  hands  on  board  thfe  Portuguese  schooner  *  Traga  Milhas^'  at  Port  Royal, 
Jamaica,  this  14th  day  of  August,  1837. 

«•  (Signed)  FRED.  HOLLAND,  Lieutenant.  \  it  t^i  r  «i  q,*,i,:,, ,. 

"CHAS.GAHAN,MaiU».  |ttM.b.    bateUite. 

«  (Signed)  ROBT.  CURRIE,  Master  H.M.S.  «  Magnificent," 

From  die  letter  which  the  Seizor,  Commander  Hope,  addressed  to  the  Court,  it  was  found  that 
thad^tained  vessel  bad  been  put  into  the  f»re  of  the  Oerk  in  charge  of  the  Jamakaa  Dock-yard.  Hie 
jmtipt  of  that  OflScer  for  what  be  had  thus  taken  charge  of  was  not  f unushad  to  the  Coort ;  aadthr 
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on!y  informatioxi,  therefore,  upon  this  point  wad  contained  ih  the  ti^t  of  Stores  attached  to  the  Cap-  ~ 
tor's  Declaration. 

The  Master  of  t^e  deta&ied  vessel  was  'exan&iBed  by  the  Reg^istrar  on  the  Staudine:  Iiitent^;atorifa  .  ^^ 
on^the  lUh  ina^nt,  and  deposed  as  follows  :—*'  He  was  born  at  Lisboiu  has  lived  for  the  last  6  ^ 
years  at  St.  lago.  Cape  Yefdes*;  has  never  served  any  State  but  Port  ag^l,  and  is  not  married.  H^  was  * 
appointed  to  the  command,  and  possessioiv  was  given  to  him,  at  St.  lapfo  Cape  Verdes,  in  June,  1886, 
by  Antonio  Dionizio  Fustado,  a  residenttncrchalit  of  ih^  place,  and  a  Portuguese  subject ;  witness  first 
saw  the  said  ve4s^l  j^erer  aM  theil ;  believes  she  is  American  built.  He  was  present  when  the  vessel 
was  captured,  for  having  shfves  on  board ;  sailed  nnder  Portuguese  colours ;  there  was  also  a  Spanish 
flag  for  a  signal.  The  only  name'  he  knows  of  the  vessel  having  been  called  by.  is  "  Traga  MWuu;** 
she  is  87  tons  burden,  and  had  14  officers  wnd  niarinen^,  exclusive  of  wftness,  all  Spaniards^  «ioepl  v 
4  of  the  seamen,  who  were  Portuguese ;  those  4  men  were  shipped  and  hired  at  Cape  Verdes  by  wit- 
ness in  June,  1836 ;  the  others  had  been  shipped  by  the  Owner  previously  to  witness  joining  the 
vessel, — believes  at  Cape  Verdes  afstr.  -IWther-he  nortmy  of  the  officers  or  mariners  had  any  interest 
in  either  vessel  or  cargo ;  was  Master  on  b<)ard^  there  was.  a  passenger  at  the  time  of  the  capture, 
one  Vicente  Sanchez,  a  Spaniard,  and  late  Mate  of  the  Spanish  vessel  '  Tridente ;'  he  was  embarked 
at  Havana  in  December  last,  for  a  passage  to  Cape  Verdes;  but  the  *  Traga  Milha$*  did  not  go 
there  on  the  present  occasion,  and  the  said  Sanchez,  accompanied  her  to  the  ^erbro,  and  from  thence 
was  returning  to  Havana  when  capture  took  place ;  does  not  know  what  Sanchez'  business  at  Cape 
Verdes,  or  Sherbro,  or  Havana,  might  have  been,  he  was  merely  a  passenger,  and  had  no  interest  in 
regard  to  vessel  or  cargo,  nor  any  authority  whatever  on  board.  The  last  clearing  Port  was  Havana, 
And  the  present  voyage  commenced,  and  vras  to  have  ended,  there;  from  thence  the  vessel  proceeded 
dii'ect  to  the  Sherbio,  where  slaves  were  shipped.  The  capturing  vessel  was  first  seen,  on  the  eastern 
Bide  of  Cuba,  about  11  leagues  from  that  Island,  on  the  11th  June  last ;  capture  took  place  the  same 
day,  by  means  of  the  boats  of  the  cruizer,  after  a  chase  of  about  4  hours;  it  was  quite  calm,  but 
every  endeavour  was  made  to  sweep  away  from  the  man-of-war.  There  was  no  gun ;  there  were 
only  a  few  cutlasses ;  no  resistance  Was  made;  there  were  no  instructions  to  escape  capture,  or  Ibr 
concealing  or  destroying  any  of  the  vessePs  Papers.  The  suid  Antonio  Dionizio  Fustado  is  sole 
Owner  of  the  vessel;  believes  so  from  having  been  appointed  to  the  comniand  by  him,  and  khowmg 
of  no  other  person  concerned  in  her.  He  knows  nothing  of  any  Bill  of  Sale^  or  the  price  of  the 
vessel ;  believes,  if  restored,  the  vessel  will  belong  to  Fustado,  and  to  no  other  person ;  knows  of  ih>  ^ 
private  agreement.  The  Owner  of  the  vessel  is  also  the  sole  Owner  of  the  cargo;  the  lader  at  the  * 
Sherbro  was  one  Francisco  Lopez,  a  Frenchman,  and  a  trader  in  that  place;  the  consignee  , at 
Havana  was  Lino  de  Carvalho,  a  Spaniard,  and  resident  merchant  of  that  place ;  the  slaves  wene  ta 
have  been  landed  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  for  acqount  and  risk  of  Fustado,  and,  if  restored,  will  bekxig 
to  him  only;  knows  of  no  other  person  interested  in  them.  The  former  voyage  was  in  ballast  from 
Sherbro  to  Havana  ;  the  lading  on  the  present  occasion  was  powder,  muskets,  rum,  and  dry  goods^ 
shipped  at  Havana  by  the  consignee  Carvalho,  and  landed  at  the  Sherbro,  where  a  caigo  of  slaves  was 
embarked ;  324  were  shipped  altogether, — all  from  the  shore ;  does  not  recollect  their  descriptions; 
41.  died  before,  and  3  (2  men  and  1  woman)  after,  capture,  and  previously  to  the  said  slaves  being*  ' 
landed  in  Jamaica.  After  the  seizure,  the  vessel  was  taken  to  Port  Antonio,  in  the  Idand  of 
Jamaica.  The  P^Pf  rs  were  and  are  all  true  and  fair.  No  Papers  were  destroyed,  concealed,  er 
made  away  with.  There  are  no  other  Papers  in  any  country  relating  [to^vcfisel  or  cargo,  that  Witness 
knows  of.  There  wi^s  no  charter-party.  He  does  not  know  whether  the  vessel  or  cargo  is  insured;  * 
the  vessel  was  under  the  management  of  witness  in  regard  to  her  trade  Bulk  was  broken  at  Sher* 
bro.  After  capture,  the  slaves  were  landed  at  Port  Antonio,  in  Jamaica,  by  the  Captors  ;  does  not 
know  for  what  reason.*' 

The  evidence  in  the  Case  established,  that  3  of  the  slaves  died  after  seizure,  and  previous  to  thek 
disembarkation  at  Port  Antonio. 

Publication  took  place  in  the  Cause  on  the  14th  instant,  and  the  Monition,  whfeh  Issued  on  the 
8th,  was  this,  day  returned  by  the  M^^rshal,  when  the  Court  assembled  for  the  adjudication  of  this  ^ 
vessel,  and  a  sentence  was  giVen  of  confiscation  of  the  said  schooner  ^  TVa^a  Milhas**  her  cargo  ttut 
stores,  and  of  emancipation  of  the  survivors  on  that  day  of  the  280  slaves  landed  in  the  Island  of 
Jamaica.  '  •  I 

(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

Sierra  U(me,2SlhDecmher,\^2n.  WALTER  W.  LEWia      ' 


.  No.  17.    ■        .      .  '  '  \ 

Her  Maje&ti/'s  Commuswi^s  toYiscount  Palmerston.— (Received  Marth  16.) 

My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  i9th  December]  11587. 

Herewith  we  have  the  henoitr  of  transmitting  to  your  XiOfdahip  ^ur* 
Report  of  the  Case  of  the  Portuguese  schooner  "  Z^^'iyi/'  seized  on  the  16 A 
ultimo,  with  a  cargo  of  313  slaves  oh, board,  by  Her  Maijcsty's  brigantine 
'*  Bonetta,"  and  condemned  in  the  British  and  Portuguse  Court  ojt  Mixed  Com- 
mission on  the  28th  instant,  when  the  survivors  of  the  said  slaves,  in  number  280, 
were  decreed  to  be  emancipated.  .  .      . 

This  vessel,  like  the  "  Traga  Miffias,''  which  immediately  preceded  it  in  tbe 
Comt,  was  provided  with  a  Passport  by  the  Government  of  the  Cape  de  Verde 
Islands,  and  formed  the  seventh  instance  of  such  cases  which  has  come  before  us  in 
the  present  year. 

Amongst  the  Papers  of  the  "Ligeira^*  was  an  Official  Certificate  from  the 
Custom-house  at  Havana,  of  there  having  been  embarked  in  her  a  large  boiler,  and 
the  materials  for  preparing  upon  the  coast  a  slave-^deck,  and  a  large  number  of 
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water-cask^,  the  chief  articles  of  slaving  equipment.  We  presume  that  such  a 
certificate  had  been  sought  by  the  Master  of  the  schooner,  and  granted  by  the 
Authorities  at  Havana,  in  the  exnectation  that  a  Treaty  with  Portugal,  similar  to 
that  entered  into  vnth  Spain/ mignt  come  into  operation,  before  this  vessel's  arrival 
on  the  coast. 

We  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
The  Bight  Han.  FUeaunt  Pakner^tan,  G.C.B. 

Cf€.  SfC.  Sf€. 


Enclosure  in  No.  17. 
Report  of  the  case  of  the  Portuguese  Scliooner  "Ligeira,**  Oaspar  Terreira^  Master. 

This  vessel,  when  seized,  was  found  provided  with  the  following  oflScial  papers  ^— 

1.  Passport. 

2.  Clearietnce  of  the  cargo. 

8.  Certificate  as  to  the  vessel  having  shipped  planks,  beams, 
staves,  and  hoops  for  casks;  a  t)oiler  fdr  making  palm- 
oil  ;  and  some  raw  cotton. 

4.  Muster-roll  of  the  crew. 

From  these  documents  it  appeared  that  the  '^  Ugeira^*  was  the  property  of  the  former  Master,  Jofto 
Alberto  de  Mattos,  who  obtained  a  passport  fur  her  from  the  Government  of  the  Cape  de  Verde 
Islands,  in  August,  1836,  for  a  voyage  ostensibly  to  Bissao,  touching  at  Prince's  Island.  The  next 
place  at  which  this  vessel  was  seen,  according  to  her  papers,  was  Havana,  where,  in  April,  1837,  a 
diange-of  masters  occurred,  through  the  alleged  illness  of  De  Mattos,  and  the  vessel  was  despatched 
thence  with,  a  general  cargo  fur  the  Bonny. 

Amongst  the  cargo  shipped  in  this  vessel  were  planks  and  beamfs  from  their  description  suitable  for 
a  slave  deck ;  staves  and  iron  hoops  for  forming  water-casks,  in  addition  to  the  leaguers  of  water 
for  the  use  of  the  crew ;  and  a  boiler,  said  to  have  been  embarked  for  making  palm-oil.  This  ship- 
ment was  specially  certified  to  by  the  Custom-house  Authorities  at  Havana,  without  any  express 
object  for  so  doing.  The  vessel  sailed  from  Havana  on  the  1st  April,  and  put  back  again  on  the 
fi>llowing  5th,  on  the  day  succeeding  which  the  Certificate  alluded  to  was  granted. 

The  outward  voyage  of  this  vessel  having  been  completed  by  the  shipment,  in  November  last,  of  a 
fiill  cargo  of  slaves  in  the  River  Brass,  she  was  on  her  way  back  to  Havana  when  met  and  detained  by 
Her  Majesty's  brigantine  ^*  Bonetta,"  the  Commander  of  which  cruiser  despatched  her  for  adjudication 
to  this  Port,  which  she  reached  lute  in  the  day  of  the  115th  December,  1837. 

Immediately  on  her  arrival  she  was  visited  and  reported  upon  by  the  Marshal  and  Surgeon  to  the 
Courts,  when  it  was  ascertained  there  had  been  20  deaths  among  tlie  slaves  since  the  time  of  seizure; 
and  that  there  were  55  of  the  survivors  sufiering  from  illness,  chiefly  dysentery  and  ophthalmia.  The 
sise  of  the  detained  vessel  was  reported  also  as  being  wholly  inadequate  to  the  proper  accommodation 
of  the  surviving  negroes  on  board ;  and  their  early  landing  was  strongly  recommended,  which  was 
effected  on  the  jbllowing  morning. 

On  the  16th  instant  the  detained  vessel's  papers  were  lodged  in  the  Court,  together  with  the 
Captor's  declaration  and  the  Prize  Officer's  affidavit  as  to  the  seizure,  aud  the  usual  proceedings  there- 
upon adopted. 

The  Captor's  declaration  was  that,  on  the  10th  November  last  he,  being  in  latitude  3^  12'  north, 
and  longitude  5^  26'  east,  detained  the  schooner  ^  Ligeira^  sailing  under  Portuguese  colours,  for 
baving  on  board  a  cargo  of  slaves,  which  tlie  Master  of  the  ^'  Ligeira*  declared  he  had  shipped  on  the 
previous  11th  November  in  the  River  Brass;  and  that  he  was  bound  with  the  said  slaves  to 
Havana. 

On  the  19th  instant  the  Captor's  witnesses,  the  Master  and  Cooper  of  the  detained  vessel,  were  ex- 
amined by  the  Registrar,  when  the  folk>wing  evidence  was  given  by  the  former: — ^^'He  was  bcxn  at 
Oporto ;  has  lived  at  Havana  with  his  wife  and  family  for  the  last  six  years;  has  never  served  any 
state  but  Portugal.  He  took  the  command,  being  the  owner' of  the  vessel ;  got  possession  in  Havana 
in  April  last  fnmi  the  former  proprietor,  Juan  Alberto  Mattos,  a  Portuguese  subject;  does  not  know 
where  the  said  Mattos  reside ;  first  saw  the  said  Vessel  at  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned.  She 
is  North  American  built.  He  was  present  when  the  vessel  was  captured  for  having  slaves  on  board ; 
had  no  colours  but  Portuguese.  He  is  not  aware  that  the  ressel  has  ever  had  any  other  name  than 
**  Ugeira*^  She  is  78  tons  burden,  and  had  21  officers  and  mariners  exclusive  of  witness :  8  of 
these  were  Portuguese,  the  others  Columbians  and  Genoese ;  all  hired  and  shipped  in  Havana  by  wit* 
Hess  in  April  last.  He  was  sole  owner  of  both  vessel  and  cargo ;  none  of  the  officers  or  mariners  had 
any  interest  in  either;  vras  Master  as  well.  Tliere  were  8  seamen  on  board  at  the  time  of  capture, 
shipped  in  the  Brass  in  September  to  work  their  passage  to  Havana ;  does  not  know  thehr  names. 
One  belonged  to  New  Orleans,  another  was  a  Venetian,  and*  the  third  a  native  of  the  Philippine 
Islandb.  None  of  them  had  any  interest  in  the  vessel  or  cargo,  or  authority  on  board.  The  last 
clearing  port  was  Havana,  and  the  voyage  commenced  and  was  to  have  ended  at  Havana ;  from 
thence  the  vessel  proceeded  direct  to  the  Brass,  where  her  slaves  were  shipped.  The  capturing  vessel 
was  first  seen  on  the  15th  November,  about  30  leagues  to  the  sduthward  of  the  Brass ;  capture  took 
place  same  day,  after  9  hours'  chase.  The  vessel  was  steering  to  the  westward  when  the  man-of-war 
was  seen ;  ber  course  was  altered,  and  every  effort  made  to  escape  capture.  There  are  no  guns ;  there 
are  5  or  6  muskets  and  a  few  cartridges.  No  resistance  was  made ;  there  were  no  instructtons  to 
escape  capture,  or  for  concealing  or  destroying  any  of  the  mipers.  He  is  himself  sole  owner  of  the 
vessel ;  resided  at  Barcelona  before  he  lived  at  Havanna.  There  was  a  bill  of  sale  from  Mattos  to 
witness :  it  was  left  ac  witness'  residence  in  Havana,  as  he  had  no  occasion  to  bring  it  with  him,  hav- 
log  no  iirtention  of  disposing  of  the  vessel.    It  was  dated  at  Havana  in  April,  1837 ;  there  were  no 
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subscribing  witnesses.  The  price  was  550  dollars;  all  paid  downin  ^isfa  at  tbe  time  of  pmdiaset  and 
was  a  fiur  eqaivaknt  for  the  said  vesseL  Tbe  sale  was  a  true  one ;  and,  if  restored,  the  Teasel  wOl  be> 
long  to  witness  and  to  no  other  person :  there  was  no  private  agreement.  He  is  hifnself  sole  owner 
and  lader  of  tbe  cargo;  there  was  no  consignee.  Witness  intended  to  ha?e  landed  the  slaves  on  the 
Coast  of  Porto  Rico»  on  his  own  account  and  risk ;  and  if  restored,  they  will  belong  to  him  only.  Bh 
knows  nothing  of  the  former  voyage.  The  cargo  shipped  at  Havana  on  the  present  occasion  was 
cloth,  tobacco,  rum,  muskets,  tea ;  the  present  cargo  is  slaves :  313  were  shipped  altogether ;  all  fVom  the 
shore ;  does  not  recollect  their  particular  descriptions.  None  died  before  capture  ;  about  23  have  died 
since.  AAer  seizure  the  yessel  was  taken  to  Sierra  Leone.  The  papers  found  on  boani  were  and  are 
all  true  and  fair.  No  papers  were  destroyed,  concealed,  or  made  away  with.  There  are  no  other 
papers  anywhere,  except  the  bill  of  sale,  relathig  to  either  vessel  or  eaigo.  Bulk  was  brok^  in  the 
Brass.    No  slaves  have  been  disembarked  since  capture." 

Francisco  Sanchez,  cooper  of  the  detained  vessel,  by  his  evidence  confirmed  the  Master^s  testimony. 

The  Prize  Officer's  affidavit  as  to  the  mortality  among  the  negroes  of  this  vessel,  whilst  they  were 
under  his  charge,  shewed  that  23  deaths  had  taken  place. 

Publication  passed  in  the  case  on  the  21  st  instant;  and  on  the  following  28th  the  montion 
issued  on  the  16th  instant,  was  returned  duly  certified  by  the  Marshal. 

On  the  28th  instant  the  Court  assembled  for  the  adjudication  of  this  vessel,  and  passed  a  sentence 
of  confiscation  on  the  hull,  stores,  and  cargo  of  the  ^  Ligeira^*  wad  a  decree  of  emancpation  of  the 
surviving  slaves  of  those  seized  on  board  of  her,  in  number  280. 

Sierra  Leone,  29th  December,  1837.  (Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY, 

'  WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 


No.  18. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  May  3.) 

My  Lord^  Sierra  Leone,  1st  January,  1838. 

In  pursuance  of  the  75th  Clause  of  an  Act,  passed  in  the  5th  year  of  ttie 
reign  of  his  late  Majesty  George  IV.,  entitled,  *' An  Act  to  Amend  and  Con* 
solidate  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,"  we  have  the 
honour  to  transmit,  enclosed,  a  Return  of  all  cases  of  Portuguese  vessels  adjudi- 
cated in  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission  established  in 
this  Colony,  in  the  period  from  the  1st  JuW  1837,  to  the  1st  January  1838. 

We  have  &c. 
(Signed)  '     H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

WALTER  W,  LEWIS. 
l^e  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.CJS. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc 
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•    ■       Na  19. 
Her  Mfyestifs  Gammissioners  to  Viseount  Pahnerston. — (Received  May  3.) 
My  Lord,  Sierra  Leone,  1st  January ,  18S8. 

We  have  the  honour  to  transmit^  enclosed,  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission,  established  ia  this 
CoIcMiy  during  the  year  1837. 

During  that  period^  eighteen  vessels  were  adjudicated,  and  all  of  them  oonn 
demned;  and  five  thousand  and  sixty-one  negroes  were  emancipated  from 
da  very. 

iVe  have  &c 
(Signed)      '     H.  W.  MACAULAY. 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  ^. 


WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 


Enclosure  in  No.  19. 


Abstract  of  the  Proceedings  in  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mis^  Commssiony  ,tstahUnhed 
at  Sierra  Leone^for  the  Repression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  during  the  Year  1837.' 

1.  The  Pbrtuguese  brig^  *^ Paquete  de  Cabo  Tijrcfc,"  BartolomtS  Robello,  master;  a  vessel 
which  sailed  under  a  mercantile  passport  obtained  at  Lisbon  in  August,  1836,  for  a  trading  voyage 
to  Cadiz,  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  and  the  Ports  of  Africa,  was  found  at  the  entrance  of  the  river  Bonny, 
on  the  11th  of  January,  1837,  having  a  cargo  of  576  negroes  on  board,  by  the  boats  of  Her  Majesty's 
sloop  **  Scouti'*  Commander  Craigie,  and  detained  fpr  ^judication  at  this  port,  in  which  she  arrived 
on  the  19th  February. 

At  the  time  of  detention,  it  appeared  this  vessel  was  in  the  act  of  commencing  a  voyage  to  Cuba, 
for  which  island  her  human  cargo  had  been  embarked  in  the  Bonny,  in  violation  of  the  ship's  papers, 
which  did  not  sanction  her  going  to  the  West  Indies,  as  well  as  of  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  and 
Convention  between  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  proceedings  instituted  by  the  captors  fully  established  all  the  charges  they  had  preferred 
against  her,  and  the  *^  Paquete  de  Cabo  Verde*'  was  accordingly  condemned  bn  the  2nd  of  March,  1837; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  the  survivors  of  her  slaves,  in  number  452,  were  liberated. 

2.  The  Portuguese  brigantine  **  rfmemno,'',CamilIo  Urbano  da  Fonseca,  master,  cleared  out  from 
Porto  Praya,  Cape  de  Yerd  Islands,  for  a  voyage  to  the  coast  df  Africa  and  St.  Thomas's,  being 
nominally  the  property  of  JoSo  Claudio  de  Lima,  of  the  above  city,  and  whose  name  appeared  in  the 
return  for  the  year  1836,  in  the  popers  of  Spanish  vessels  which  had  ostensibly  become  Portuguese,  at 
these  islands,  in  order  to  avoid  the  effects  of  the  Equipment  article  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain  of  June,1835. 
From  the  Cape  de  Verds  the  "  remerom  **  proceeded  direct  to  the  river  Bonny, — ^a  favourite  resort 
of  the  Spanish  Slave  Trader, —  and  there  shipped  a  cargo  of  352  negroes,  vdth  whom  ^e .  was  pro- 
ceeding to  Porto  Rico  when  intercepted  by  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  **  Bpnetta,"  Lieutenant  Henry 
P.  Deschamps,  commatider,  by  whom  she  was  detained  on  the  20th  January,  1837,' and  sent  to  Sierra 
Leone. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  vessel  satisfactory  proof  was  afibrded  of  her  unlawful  employment  at  the 
time  of  seizure.  A  sentence  of  condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  of  e'man<^pation  froAi 
slavery  of  the  surviving  236  negroes  passed,  at  the  sitting  of  the  1st  March,  1837. 

3.  The  Portuguese  brig  -^Esperanp,  Felix  CosmtS  Madail,  master.     This  was  a  vessel  provided 
with  a  commercial  passport  from  the  citv  of  Lisbon,  dated  in  December,  1834,  and  by  which  she  was 
then  bound  to  the  Cape  de  Yerd  and  the  ports  on  the  African  coast.    From  the  endpr^ments  upon 
this  document,  it  appeared,  that1n*the  following  August  she  had  been  at  B^nguela,  and  l2  months 
afterwards  (August,  1636)  she  cleared  out  firam  Havsina  for  Hbl'i  coast    In  the  Muster-roll  and 
Custom's  Clearance  fitwn  Havana,  the  intended  voyage  of  the  "  Enperan^a**  was  variously  described, ' 
the  former  ^ipressing  her  deMiaatidn  ta be  to  the  '*  Malagueta  Coast,''  and  St.  lliomas  and  Princes; 
and  the  latter,  that  she  would  proceed  direct  to  the  Bonny.    Th6  last-meniioned  destination  proved- 
to  ba^e  been  correctly  stated,  as  this  Vessel  cathe  direct  to  the  Bonny  afler  leaving  Cufia.     In  thai,; 
river  she  received  upwards  of  500  negroes  on  board,  with  whom  she  attempted  ,to  escape  oni  the  lOth 
Jaauary,  1887,'  but  was  met  at  the  bat  bv  the  bbiitd  of  H^r  Majesty's  sloop  **  Scout,*'  Robert  C/aigfe,' , 
Etq^  comrnander ;  whenr,  -fiDdhu^that  thevessertatistbe  tsfptuted,  an  atteijipt  was  toa^^'io  disembark  '\ 
the  slaves,  which  proved  successwl  with  resard  to  about  400  of  them.    When  the  lirig  was  tdt^**"' 
niAtefyaeized'ottly  MOi^VeBwierefouildofnboim*-^  .-   ... 

The  detBliie4  veaad  affrived  faei«  on'the  mb  Februirry^  1887,  and  proceedings  fn'-prose^ulibii  werf" 
cofeDmenced  oki  tbe-fblkmiog'day,  i^klch  ended- ilk  totamhihg  1h6  ctharge  pf  having  violated,  in  eserf 
refepcct,  the  doQdiUoBfrer^e^Mdslftig  iri^atles^  afid^ciAusmg  htt  c6bd)emn^tk>ii  ou  the  4th>f  Mardi,^  i 
1837.    Atthe  same  time  89  slaves  were  declared  free; ^Fiig  the  survivors  6f  the  ltO^Itbd;rn'thS^'' 

4L  Xbe  FortugOMe  Bcbootier  ^/dfa>p*fii(i,'*  Migtid  Angd Hontatio,  master,  wtaa^tiffently  a  ver^  ", 
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successful  slaver  under  a  Llsl>oii  passport,  originally  granted  in  May,  1882»  for  a  voyage  to  the  Cape 
de  Verde  Islands  and  the  ports  of  Brazil,  having  made  under  it  no  less  than  three  visits  to  Bahia.  On 
completing  the  last  voyage  to  that  port  she  wentto  Havana,  whence  she  cleared  out  in  March,  1836, 
for  Lagos.  At  Lagos  a  cargo  of  slaves  was  embarked  on  the  6th  February,  and  four  days  subse- 
quently He?  Majesty's  sloop  "  Columbine"  detained  her  in  the  act  of  returning  to  Havana; 

The  usual  measures,  in  prosecution  of  this  vessel  for  a  breach  of  the  TreaUes  between  the  high- 
contracting  Parties  respecting  the  Slave  Trade,  were  taken  immediately  after  the  vessel's  arrival  here 
on  the  8th  of  March  ;  and,  on  the  following  17th,  her  guilty  employment  having  been  distinctly  proved, 
she  was  pronounced  good  and  lawfid  priae  to  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal;  and  her 
slaves,  amounting  to  346,  were  declared  free. 

5.  The  Portuguese  schooner  **  Lalona,'*  jTos^  Gervasio  de  Carvalho,  master,  was  provided  with 
oflBcial  papers  by  the  Authorities  of  Prince's  Island,  in  December,  1836,  for  a  voyage  to  the  West 
Indies,  vt&  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  owner  of  the  vessel  was  described  as  a  resident  of  Bahia«  From 
Princes'  Island  the  "  Laiana''  proceeded  direct  to  Whydah,  where  she  received  a  cargo  of  slaves  from 
the  very  notorious  slave-dealer  Zangroni,  with  whom  she  was  proceeding  towards  the  West  Indies 
when  fallen  in  vrith  and  detained,  on  the  4th  of  February,  1837,  by  Her  Majesty's  sloop  "  Columbine,'* 
Commander  Henderson. 

After  seizure  the  ^  Laiona^*  was  placed  in  change  of  a  prize  officer,  and  despatched  to  this  colotiy 
for  adjudication,  where  she  arrived  on  the  9th  of  March. 

A  sentence  of  confiscation  of  the  ^id  vessel,  her  cargo,  and  stores,  and  of  emancipation  from  slavery 
of  the  320  negroes  surviving,  of  those  seised  in  this  vessel,  was  pronounced  by  the  British  and  Portu* 
guese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission,  at  its  sitting  on  the  17th  March,  1837. 

6.  The  Portuguese  schooner  '*  Carlota^*  alias  *' Mosquito"  Miguel  Paulo, master,  was  captured 
by  Her  Miyesty's  sloop  **  Champion,"  Commander  Fair,  in  the  West  Indies,  on  the  1st  of  December, 
1836,  in  consequence  of  having  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board.  At  the  time  of  seizure  the  *'  Carlota** 
was  found  in  so  unseaworthy  a  condition  that  she  was  run  to  the  nearest  British  settlement,  which 
proved  to  be  Honduras,  at  which  place  the  slaves  were  disembarked,  and  the  vessel  was  laid  up  after 
a  survey  had  been  held  upon  her,  and  her  unfitness  for  the  voyage  to  Sierra  Leone  established. 

The  witnesses  and  papers  in  the  case,  reached  this  colony  in  the  care  of  a  prize-officer  from  the 
**  Champion,"  on  the  2drd  April,  1837,  and  the  prosecution  of  this  vessel  immediately  commenced  before 
the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission,  and  was  concluded  on  the  2nd  of  May,  1837, 
when  the  ^  Carloia^*  was  declared  a  good  and  lawfiil  prize,  and  the  survivors,  on  that  date,  of  the  203 
slaves  who  had  been  landed  from  her  at  Honduras,  were  decreed  to  be  emancipated  from  slavery. 

The  ^  Carlota^  was  provided  with  official  papers  from  the  Government  of  Princes'  Island,  and  was 
owned  by  Joao  Barboza  4  Paiva,  a  native  and  resident  of  St.  Thomas*s-on-the-Line* 

On  leaving  Princes',  the  **  Carloia"  proceeded  to  Whydah,  consigned  to  the  notorious  Juan  M. 
Zangroni,  who  loaded  her  with  the  cargo  of  slaves  with  which  she  was  seized. 

7.  The  Portuguese  schooner  '*  Lafayette,"  Antonio  Rodrigues  Nogueira,  master,  was  a  vessel  be- 
longing to  the  port  of  Lisbon,  from  which  she  sailed  in  November,  1835,  ostensibly  destined  for 
Brazil,  and  under  a  passport  from  the  Minister  of  Marine. 

This  schooner,  from  her  official  papers,  does  not  appear  to  have  reached  Brazil  before  October, 
1836,  when  she  was  at  Bahia ;  and  from  which-  port  she  cleared  out  on  the  4th  March,  1837,  for  St 
Thomas'  and  Princes.' 

After  leaving  Bahia,  the  detained  vessel  appeared  to  have  proceeded  direct  to  Lagos,  where  she  waa 
found  by  one  of  the  British  cruizers  on  the  28th  April. 

On  the  following  11th  May  the  '^  Lafayette"  was  met  off  Lagos,  laden  with  448  Africans,  by  Her 
Majesty's  brig  **  Charybdis,"  Lieutenant  Mercer  commanding,  who  detained  and  sent. her  to  Sierra 
liCone  for  trial. 

Proceedings  in  the  usual  form  were  taken  before  the  Mixed  Commission  Court  on  the  7th  June 
against  the  ^  Lafayette  "  on  a  charge  of  having  been  employed  unlawfully  in  the  Slave  Trade  when 
she  was  seized ;  which  having  been  clearly  proved,  the  confiscation  of  the  vessel  was  decreed  on  the 
16th  June:  441  negroes  were  at  the  same  time  pronounced  to  be  emancipated  from  slavery. 

8.  The  Portuguese  schooner  **  Cobra  de  Africa"  Antonio  Joaquim  de  Coii^9So,  master,  was  de- 
tained  on  the  27th  May,  1837,  bv  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  *'  Dolphin,"  near  the  entrance  c^  the  river 
Cameroons,  for  having  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board,  embarked  on  the  previous  day  at  Bimbia,  near  to 
that  river. 

This  schooner  was  found  sailing  with  Portuguese  papers  obtained  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  in 
December,  1836,  by  the  master,  who  alleged  himself  to  be  also  owner  of  the  vessel,  which  he  cleai«d 
out  ostensibly  for  a  voyage  to  t^rinces'  and  St.  Thomas'  Islands,  with  leave  to  toudi  at  .the  ports  on 
ibis  coast. 

It  was  stated  in  evidence,  that  the  schooner  had  touched  at  Princes'  Island,  but  liad  had  no  com- 
munication with  the  Custom-house  there,  as  her  papers  had  not  been  endorsed  to  that  effect. 

On  the  14th  June,  1887,  the  detained  schooner  arrived  at  $ierra  Leone,  and  the  usual  prosecution 
was  then  commenced,  which  ended  on  the  following  22nd,  when  a  sentence  of  confiscation  was  passed 
upon  the  said  schooner,  her  stores,  and  cargo,  apd  of  emancipation  of  the  survivors  of  the  negroes 
seized  on  board  of  her,  in  number  101. 

0.  The  Portuguese  schooner  "  Fhr  de  T*jo"  JoSo  Antonio  Ribeiro,  master,  was  detained  off  the 
Bahama  Islands  on  the  drd  April,  1837,  by  Her  B|ajestys  sloop  *'  Wandereri,''  Captain  Dilke,  for  having 
on  boar$l  a  cargo,  of  417  sbives,  all  of  whpm  were  disembarked  at  the  Island  <^  New  Providence  oo ' 
the  6th  April,  in  cppformity  with  t|^p  approved  practice  in  such  oases^  and  the  detained  vessel  then  ^ 
despatche^^  for  adjudicatloivio  Sierra  Leon^    ,  ; 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  vessel  before  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  <»f  Mixed  Commission  * 
|,  eviiknce  oT^the  mosf  conqluwve  chi^i^ler  wf^i  qpvodvioed,  as  to  the  illegal  ^mplojrment  of  IHe 
yr  de  Tejfqr  ni  the  time  of  jher  dete^aion^and  she  wbm  iiccordingly  «Midem»ed  as  gnloA  ^jod  Jawfiil 
.to the  Governments  of  Grea^  Briu^i^  ^4  Pprtjugnl^imd  thr  siffviyiqg  shveaiif.the  417  who Yk/iA.* 
,.^)e(|ti4tl^Biihaniasweredeql^  i      .-,  -^    ,..  ,  « i  .   >      /        -    ; 

From  the  papers  and  evidence  in  the  case,  it  plainly  appeared,  that  this  was  one  of  the  many  Spajlkii.  ' 
sls(ve^yesaela  iiimi|^;,trsASj|e^  to  the^^g  of  PorUw^  for  the  pwTJosei  of  eip^^pii^ ;4i9^P«rati<in  M 
thi  Equipment  Article  of  the  Treaty  between  Great  Bntain  and  Spain  of  the  28th  June;  1835. 
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la  The  Pormgiiese  sduxmer  •*  Protndeneia,*^  Joaquim  Martois  Guimaniens,  ^roaster,  in  a  Toyaffe 
ftooi  Lagos  to  Bahia,  with  a  car^  of  198  slaves,  was  fallen  in  with  and  detained  in  latito^  8^  4^  N^ 
and  longitude  8°  25'  E.,  by  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  "  D<rfphin,*»  Lientenant  Bates,  ComBia»der,  m 
the  1st  June,  18d7. 

Haying  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone  on  the  1st  Jnly,  the  ••  Ptmidendc^  Was  al  once  pfoeecnted  befoie 
the  Mixed  Commistton,  and  her  case  exhibiting  at  its  close  nearly  every  featore  of  shive-tnding  pro- 
hibited by  the  Treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  she  was  accordingly  condemned,  and  the 
surviving  IM  negroes,  seized  in  her,  emancipated  from  slavery  at  the  sitting  of  the  Coort  on  the  10th 
Jnly,  1887. 

11.  The  Portuguese  brig  '*  Amelia,'*  Manuel  JostJ  Maroral,  master,  behmging  to  a  resident  of  St 
Psul  de  Loando,  cleared  out  from  Bahia  on  the  9th  March,  1887,  for  a  lawful  commerctal  voyage  to 
St.  Thomas'  and  Princes*.  The  destmation  of  the  vessel  thns  marked  oat  was  not  observed  by  Jthfr 
detained  brig,  as  she  proceeded  direct  to  Lagos,  where  a  cargo  of  859  slaves  was  embarked  on  the  Gtit 
August,  1887,  with  which  the  <^  AmHia*^  was  about  to  return  to  Bahia,  but  on  the  same  day  she  was 
fortunately  intercepted  by  Her  Majesty's  brig  •*  Water  Witch,"  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Marah  commandmg, 
who  fmstrated  the  guilty  intentions  of  those  who  conducted  this  voyage  by  detaining  and  sending 
the  said  brig  to  this  colony  for  adjudication. 

The  trial  of  this  vessel  in  the  British  snd  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission  took  place  on 
the  30th  Ai^t,  1837,  when  the  case  exhibiting  all  the  usual  features  of  an  open  violation  of  the 
Treaty  and  Convention  between  Great  BrlUin  and  Portugal  for  repressing  the  Slave  Trade^  the  Conrt 
pronounced  the  condemnation  of  the  said  brig ''  AmeUa^'  her  cargo,  and  stores,  and  the  emancipation 
of  845  slaves,  being  the  survivors  at  that  time  of  the  859  slaves  seized  on  boafd  of  the  said  brig. 

12.  The  Poruiguese  schooner  *•  Primoroaa^'*  Joaquim  Xavier,  mai^ter,  was  seized  on  the  25th 
September,  1837,  off  Princes'  Island,  by  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  •*  Dolphift,"  Lieutenant  PMrick 
Campbell  commanding,  for  having  then  had  182  slaves  on  board,  with  Whom  she  was  in  the  act  of 
proceeding  from  the  river  Bonny  to  the  slave-market  of  Havana. 

On  the  19th  October,  1887,  the  "  Prmaroxd''  reached  Sierra  Leone  in  charge  of  a  price-officer,  and 
proceedings  in  prosecution  of  her  upon  the  charge  above  sUted  were  taken  befofe  the  Mixed  Commia- 
sion.  These  proceedings  terminated  in  the  abjudication  of  the  detained  vessel  on  the  28th  September, 
1887,  when  the  evidence  clearly  establishing  the  charges  which  had,  been  preferred  against  her,  the 
'*  PrimoTozay'  her  stores,  and  caigo,  were  declared  good  prize  to  the  British  and  Pbrtuguese  Govern- 
ments. The  survivors  of  the  slaves  seized^  in  this  vessel,  in  number  186,  were  on  that  ocoatkm 
decreed  to  be  emancipated  from  slavery. 

18.  The  Portuguese  schooner"  Vihora  de  Cabo  Fercfe,'*  Joaquim  Antonio,  master,  was  a  vessel  pro- 
vided, as  her  name  partly  served  to  imply,  with  papers  from  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  at  which  she 
changed  her  nationality  from  American  to  Portugese,  in  June,  1887.  From  the  Cape  de  Terds 
the  **  Vibord'*  cleared  out  for  a  voyage  to  end  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  as  appeared  by  her  official  papers ; 
although  Havana  was  really  the  port  at  which  she  was  to  discharge  the  human  cargo  which  was  to  be 
taken  from  this  coast,  if  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  the  statements  of  the  witnesses  at  th^r  exami* 
nations  on  oath. 

Her  Majesty »8  brig"  Water  Witch,"  on  the  28lh  September,  1837,  having  Ikllen  m  with  the «*  Fi- 
bcn-d*^  off  Fernando  Po,  with  a  cargo  of  269  slaves  on  board,  bound,  as  was  then  asserted  by  the  Mat- 
ter,  for  the  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  from  Bimbianear  the  river  Cameroons,  the  latter  vessel  was  detained 
and  sent  to  this  colony  for  adjudication,  which  she  reached  on  the  4th  November,  1887. 

The  proceedings  against  this  vessel,  instituted  by  the  Captor,  having  distinctly  established  the  chaige 
preferred  against  her,  of  having  been  engaged  in  the  illegal  slave-trade  at  the  time  of  her  seizure,  the 
*'  Vibora  de  Cabo  Verde"  was,  in  consequence,  declared,  on  the  SOth  November,  1887,  to  be  confb- 
cated,  and  the  surviving  221  slaves  of  those  found  on  board  of  her  when  detained,  were  pronounced 
to  be  free. 

14.  The  Portuguese  brig  **  Don  Frandsto^**  Antonio  Pereira  Lisbon,  master,  was  a  vessel  bdoog* 
ing  to  the  notorious  slave-dealer,  Francisco  Felis  de  Souza,  alien  Char  Char,  of  Whydah,  who  obtained 
official  Portug^ese  papers  for  his  vessel  from  Uie  Provisional  Government  of  Princes'  and  St.  Tbomaa 
Islands,  in  July,  1836.  Thus  prepared  to  navigate  the  seas,  the  **  Bon  Francisco**  proceeded  at  once 
to  Whydah,  where  a  cargd  of  slaves  was  embarked  for  the  Havana  market.  In  this  object  the  vessel 
had  nearly  ensured  success  by  avoiding  the  numerous  vessels  of  war  cruizing  against  slavers,  until  she 
was  in  the  latitude  of  Dominica,  when  her  Majesty's  brigantine  "  Griffon*^  fell  in  with  and  detained 
her  on  the  25th  April,  1887,  for  having  a  cargo  of  488  negroes  then  on  board.  The  detained  vessrii 
was  carried  into  Dominica,  where  all  the  slaves  were  disembarked  from  motives  of  humanity,  and  left 
in  the  charge  of  the  Collector  of  Customs  of  that  Island,  until  the  case  of  the  **  Don  Frtrndtco**  could 
be  adjudicated  by  the  British  and  Portuguese  Coort  of  Mixed  Commission  here.  On  inspection,  the 
captured  brig  was  found  in  such  an  unsea worthy  and  bad  state  as  to  be  wholly  unfit  to  proceed  to  this 
colony  for  trial^  and  slie  was  in  consequence  sold  at  that  Island,  under  a  provisional  decree  of  tile 
Vu»- Admiralty  Court  there^  to  which  application  had  been  made  by  the  seizor. 

A  prize  officer  in  charge  of  the  Papers  of  the  vessel,  and  accompanied  by  the  witnesses  in  the 
case,  reached  this  colony  on  the  12th  November,  1887,  and  proceedings  were  soon  afler  taken  against 
the  "  Don  Francisco,**  which,  on  the  21st  November,  ended  in  the  said  brig  being  pronounced  good 
and  lawful  prize,  and  the  survivors  on  that  date  of  the  488  slaves  landed  ix  Dominica  being 
emancipated. 

1 5.  TtLt  Portuguese  schooner  *'  Florida^**  Alexandre  Balbino  Proen^a,  master,  was  seized  for  having 
a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board,  in  14''  0'  north  latitude  and  61°  0'  west  longitude,  by  Her  MiE(jesty's  brig 
*'  Harpy,'*  Lieutenant  the  Honourable  G.  R.  A.  Clements,  commanding,  on  the  18th  May,  1837*  At 
the  rime  of  detention  the  ^'  Florida*'  was  found  very  leaky,  fipora  which  and  other  causes  the  seizor 
was  induced  to  convey  his  prize  to  the  neighbouring  island  of  (ken  where,  according  to  the 
practice  usual  in  such  cases,  the  negroes  were  lanjeii  from  the  captaired  vessel,  and  hand^  over  to  the 
care  o(  the  Colonial  authorities  pei^ing  their  adijudicailion. 

The  schooner  was  then  surveyed,  and  pronounced  unfit  (of  sea,  and  the  captor  was  in  .confiequeace 
induced  to  have  her  sold  for  the  benefit  <^  whom  it  might  eventually  ooacem. 

On  the  12th  November,  1887,  the  capturing  vessel  came  into  this  luffboar,  bringing  all  the  Pspesa 
connected  with  the  case,  and  the  detained  master  and  boatswain  as.  witnesses. 

The  prosecution  of  the  '*  Florida*^  was  commenced  on  the  14th  November,  in  the  usual  fbm. 
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before  the  Mixed  Commission,  and  afforded  conclusive  proof  on  its  termination,  of  this  vessel  having 
committed  infractions  of  the  existing  Treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  Portugal  for  the  repression 
of  the  Slave  Trade.  On  the  21st  November,  1837,  therefore,  the  Court  condemned  the  schooner 
*•  Florida^'*  her  cargo  and  stores,  as  prize  to  the  Governments  of  the  two  countries,  and  emancipated 
the  survivors  on  that  date  of  the  280  slaves  left  at  Grenada. 

This  vessel,  like  the  one  which  immediately  preceded  it  in  the  Court,  belonged  to  the  notorious  De 
Souza,  of  Whydab,  who  was  also  owner  of  both  the  cargoes  of  slaves,  and  who  obtained  from  the 
Provisional  Government  of  Princes*  and  St,  Thomas'  Islands  in  February,  1836,  official  Papers  for 
this  vessel. 

16.  The  PortuguWB  brigantine  "^  FeUcUtade^^^  JoaoJost^  Pereira,  master,  was  a  vessel  ostensibly 
owned  by  a  Portuguese  resident  at  Bahia,  and  provided  with  a  passport  by  the  Portuguese  Consul- 
General  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  May,  1835,  and  destined  for  a  voyage  to  Cadiz  vidi  Havana.  This 
intention  did  not  appear  to  have  been  carried  into  effect,  as  the  date  of  the  *'  Felicidade^s*'  visit  to 
Havana,  which  is  stated  on  her  passport  to  hav^  been  the  24th  May,  1837,  when  she  cleared  out  for 
Princes  Island  and  the  river  Bonny. 

On  the  voyage  to  this  coast  the  vessel  touched  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  and  then  went  direct 
to  the  Bonny,  where,  after  a  stay  of  three  months,  she  received  on  board  a  cargo  01*337  slaves,  with 
whom  she  was  on  her  return  to  Cuba,  when  detained  ofi^the  Bonny  on  the  4th  November,  1837,  by 
Her  Maj^y's  brigantine  "  Bonetta." 

The  *'  FeMdcule^  arrived  in  this  port  on  the  2nd  December,  and  proceedings  in  prosecution  of  her 
i^imediately  coaimoiced  on  the  charge  of*  illegal  slave  trading,  which  was  clearly  established  to  the 
«£fect  above  mentiooed,  and  her  condemnation  was  therefore  decreed  on  the  9th  December,  1837,  and 
the  survivors  of  her  slaves  ejnancipated  to  the  number  of  281. 

17.  The  Portuguese  schooner  "  Traga  MUkca^**  Rafael  Jos«5  Alves,  master,  was  originally  an 
American  vessel,  and  transferred  to  the  flag  of  Portugal  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  in  June,  1836, 
under  sufficiently  suspicions  circumstances  to  admit  of  the  opinion  that  this  transfer  was  resorted  to  by 
the  parties  bond  fde  interested  in  her,  to  avoid  the  operation  of  the  Equipment  Article  of  the  late 
Treaty  with  Spain,  as  she  was  when  seized  on  the  eve  of  completing  her  second  voyage  in  the  Cuba 
Stave  Trade. 

Tius  vessel  was  detained  on  the  11th  June,  1836,  by  Her  Majesty's  sloop  "Racer,''  Commander 
Hope,  ofi^the  island  of  Jamaica,  she  having  then  on  board  283  slaves.  The  capturing  vessel  and  her 
prize  proceeded  at  once  to  Port  Antonio  in  that  island,  where  the  negroes  were  disembarked  and 
delivered  into  the  care  of  the  Collector  of  Customs  on  the  16th  June,  at  which  time  they  were  in 
number  280. 

Subsequently,  the  detained  vessel  was  conveyed  to  Port  Royal  in  the  said  Island,  and  there  a  care 
ful  survey  was  held  upon  her  by  Lieutenant  Holland  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  '*  Satellite,"  and  the 
Masters  of  that  Vessel  and  of  her  Majesty's  ship  '' Magnificent,"  whose  report  upon  her  was,  that  she 
was  unfit  to  make  the  voyage  to  Sierra  Leone  for  adjudication.  Thereupon,  the  Captor  laid  up  the 
detained  schooner  in  the  custody  of  the  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Jamaica  Dock  Yard ;  and  a  Prize 
Officer  with  the  schooner's  papers,  and  the  Master  of  the  detained  vessel,  as  a  witness  in  the  case, 
were  sent  to  this  colony. 

On  the  8th  December  1837,  the  prosecution  of  this  vessel  was  commenced.  The  evidence  clearly 
proved  the  illegality  of  the  voyage  in  which  she  had  been  seized,  and  the  propriety  .of  her  detention, 
and  on  the  28th  December,  the  **  Traga  MiUias*^  was  declared  a  good  prize  to  the  Governments  of 
Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  and  the  emancipation  was  pronounced  of  the  survivors  on  that  date,  of 
the  280  negroes  delivered  into  the  care  of  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  Port  Antonio,  Jamaica. 

18.  The  Portuguese  schooner  ^  Ligeira!^  Gasper  Ferreira,  Master,  sailed  under  official  papers  ob- 
tained firom  the  Portugpiese  authorities  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  and  was  ostensibly  owned  by  the 
person  who  commanded  her  on  the  previous  voyage  to  that  in  which  she  had  been  seized.  On  the 
plea  of  indi^positioli,  the  Owner  transferred  the  command  of  this  vessel  to  Fereira,  when  the  schooner 
arrived  at  Havanna  firom  the  Cape  Verds* 

From  Havana,  this  vessel  cleared  out  for  the  river  Bonny  in  April  1837,  to  which  place  she 
proceeded  direct,  and  received  in  exchange  for  the  general  cargo  of  merchandize  which  had  been  em- 
barked at  Havana,  slaves,  and  was  in  the  act  of  returning  to  tlmt  port,  when  detained  by  Her  Majesty's 
brugantine  "  Bonetta,"  on  the  15th  November  1837. 

The  detained  vessel  in  charge  of  a  Prize  Officer,  reached  this  port  on  the  15th  December,  and  on 
the  following^  day,  proceedings  were  instituted  against  her  in  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  oC 
Mixed  Commission,  which  ended  in  proving  that^  when  detained,  she  was  engaged  in  the  unlawfiil 
traffic  in  slaves. 

On  the  28th  December,  the  condemnation  of  the  schooner  **  Ligeira^*  her  cargo  and  stores,  was  de* 
creed,  and  the  survivors  of  the  negroes  seized  on  boajrd  of  her,  amounting  to  280,  were  released  from 
slavery.  H.  W.  MAC AULAY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS 
Sierra  Lecne^  1st  January  1838. 
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SIERRA  LEONE.*  fM/iefiaAMi.) 


FUpount  Paltnertton  to  Her  Majtisty^i  Commitsloner*: 


I  HBKBwiTH  transmit  to 
of  an  Additional  Artick  to  the  1 
1818,  between  Great  Britain 
Traftcin^ves.    The  Ratificat 
on  the  374^  February,  1837. 

Her  Mdjettyt  Comnussioneri, 
Sfc.        Sfc.        8fc. 


I  aoi,  &c. 
(Signed  PALMBRSTON. 


«       ,  •  « 


•'-'     < 
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SUSRRA  l^EONB.; ,  IBrazU.} 


No.  2L; 

y'iscoti^nt  Palmerston  to^Her  Ijdajestifs  Commissioners. 

Gentijbbi£N^    .     ^  -i  Foreign  Office^  30th  April,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  the  Copy 
of  an  Instruction  which  I  have  addressed  to  Her  Majpsty'^  Commissioners  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  by  which  you  will  perceire  that  vessels  are  not  to  be  considered  Por- 
tuguese; afthougli  bearing  the  Portuguese  Flag,  unless  they  have  been  built  in  a 
Port 'within  the  Portugese  Donrinions,  or  unless  they  bore  the  Portuguese  Flog, 
and  no  other,  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  Portuguese  Decree  of  tlie  16th  of  January^ 
1837,  or  unless  they  are  steam-vessels  purcuased  within  3  years  from  the  date  of 
the{)eor6e,  ahd  belonging  to  Portuguese  subjects,  and  are  navigated  in  conformity 
with  the  Laws  of  Portugal. 

I  add,  for  your  information,  the  Copy  of  a  Despatch  and  of  the  Enclosures  re- 
ferred to  therein  from  Mr.  Smith,  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Lisbon. 

I  am,  &c. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.        8fc.        Sfc. 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  21. 

Viscount  Palmerstan  to  H.  M,  Commissioners  at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
Foreign  Office*  SOth  April,  1838. 
.  (See  No.  67.) 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  21. 
Mu  ConsiU  Smith  to  Viscount  Palmersion, 
Lisbon,  13th  March,  1838. 
(See  thisSerieg,  Clas:i  B^  No.  45.) 


No.  22. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston  {Received  May  3.) 

My  Lokd,  Sierra  Leone,  1st  January,  1838. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inclose,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  an 
abstract  of  the  case  of  the  only  vessel  adjudicated  in  the  British  and  Brazilian 
Court  of  Mixed  Commission,  during  the  year  1837.  Five  hundred  and  eighty* 
six  slaves^  belonging  to  this  vessel,  received  the  benefits  of  emancipation. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAY. 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
Tlie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  S^c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  22. 

Abstract  of  the  only  Case  adjudicated  in  the  British  and  Brazilian  Court  of  Mixed  Commission^ 
established  at  Sierra  Leone,  for  the  Suppression  oftfte  Slave  Trade,  during  the  year  1837. 

Sierra  Leone,  \st  January,  1838. 
Thb  ship  *•  Incomprehensivel,*^  Luis  Antonio*  Carvalho  master,  was  owned  by  Portud^uese  resi- 
dents of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  navt<jrated  in  the  voyage  in  which  she  was  detained,  under  a  Portuguese 
flag  and  official  papers  ohtained  at  Mozambique,  iu  November,  1836,  when  a  cargo  of  slaves  was  em- 
barked ostensibly  for  delivery  at  Angola. 
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On  the  ^*  IncomprehensiveP*  rounding  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the  alleged  voyage  to  Angda, 
she  maintained  a  course  which  would,  if  it  had  been  continued,  have  terminated  in  the  neighboarhood 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  In  this  route  she  was  intercepted,  on  the  23rd  December,  1836,  by  Her  Majesty's 
brigantine  *'  Dolphin,"  Lieutenant  Roberts  commander,  in  latitude  23"*  56'  souths  and  longitude  1§ 
16^  west,  and  detained  on  the  ground  of  her  being  the  property  of  residents  of  Bra^  who,  by  employ- 
ing her  in  the  slave  traffic,  were  violating  the  existing  Treaty  between  that  country  and  Great  Britain^ 
for  the  suppression  of  the  trade  in  question. 

.  The  detained  vessel  arrived  here  for  adjudication  on  the  27th  January,  1837,  and  measures,  in  pro 
secution  of  her  on  the  above  charge,  were  at  once  instituted  in  the  British  and  Brazilian  Mixed  Com- 
mission, before  His  Excellency  the  acting  British  Commissary  Judge  and  Mr.  Lewis,  Her  Majesty's 
Commissioner  of  Arbitration. 

The  proceedings  in  this  cas^  which  at  first  appeared  to  be  a  clear  one,  proved  very  voluminoos, 
chiefly  from  the  extraordinary  Une  of  defence  adopted  by  the  master,  who  appeared  also  as  chiimant  of 
the  vessel  and  her  cargo ;  the  object  of  the  Master  having  been  to  induce  the  Court  to  believe  that 
all  the  official  and  other  papers  seized -in  his  vessel,  were  either  incerreet  (having  been  proenred  oo 
felse  representations  of  himself  and  those  concerned  witli  him),  or  were  fictitious,  to  serve  his  private 
ends,  as  he  alleged ;  and  that,  in  the  room  of  the  documentary  evidence  alluded  to,  the  dwtttjiiirtjl 
aeeept  his  assertions  as  to  nearly  the  whole  of  the  matters  under  decision. 

Of  the  informality,  as  well  as  the  fraudulent  nature  of  many  of  the  papers  of  this  vessel,  the  Cooct 
entertained  no  doubt.  The  bill  of  sale  of  the  ship  was  dated  one  month  subsequent  to  the  diailer* 
party,  by  which  the  alleged  owner,  who  lived  at  Rio,  engaged  his  vessel  for  a  voyage  to  the  Mozam* 
blque  Channel,  and  from  whteh  bill  of  sale  alone,  he  derived  his  authority  as  owner,  ^ere  was  a 
second  charter-party,  which  bore  an  equally  doubtful  character  as  that  to  which  aliosion  is  made.  It 
had  been  executed  between  Carvalho,  the  master  of  the  ship,  and  a  merchant  at  Mozambique,  of  the 
name  of  Miguel  Caietano  Pinto,  in  November,  1836,  and  professed  to  be  an  agreement  for  carrying  on 
freight  779  slaves,  from  that  place  to  Angola,  and  was  signed  by  the  contracting  parties.  The  autho- 
rity  of  Carvalho  to  form  such  an  agreement  was  not  established.  This  document  was  enclosed  in  a 
Letter  from  Pinto  to  Carvalho,  on  the  same  day,  and  addressed  to  the  latter  at  Angola,  as  thoagb  he 
bad  been  living  there  at  the  time  and  not  at  Mozambique.  Upon  this  charter-party,  questiooable  as  St 
was,  the  Master  mainly  rested  the  defence  of  his  vessel,  though  he  even,  in  part,  contradicted  ihe  con- 
tents of  it  by  his  own  evidence. 

Without,  however,  further  alluding  to  the  defective  and  suspicious  parts  of  the  documents  seized  ia 
the  **  Incomprehenstvei,*  'it  may  be  remarked,  that,  after  they  had  been  carefully  looked  into,  and  their 
real' worth,  as  far  as  practicable,  discovered,  they,  ip  conjunction  with  the  evidence  receiv^  in  the  case^ 
led  the  Court  to  the  conclusion,  that  this  ship  was  owned  by  some  persons  resident  at  Rio  de  Janeiio, 
and  whom  the  Court  believed  to  be  a  society  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  and  of  which  one  Yioente 
Domingo  Saporiti  appeared  to  be  the  *'  cashier,"  in  a  letter  of  instructions  discovered  among  the 
papers.  If  the  Portuguese  person  named  in  the  bill  of  sale  as  living  at  Rio  was  really  the  owner  then, 
that  he  must  have  let  to  hire  uDconditionally  his  vessel  to  the  said  Society,  who  had  embarked  a  very 
large  cargo  in  the  ^^  Incomprekendvd  "  in  that  port,  and  dispatched  her  to  Mozambique,  under  the 
charge  of  Carvalho,  the  master,  and  a  man  named  Viale,  who  was  found  at  the  time  of  seizure  in  the 
situation  of  a  passenger  on  board.  The  letter  of  instructions  for  this  voyage,  fipom  the  ambiguous 
manner  in  which  it  was  worded,  plainly  shewed  that  the  trade,  in  which  this  vessel  was  to  be  employed, 
was  of  a  very  questionable  character, — that  it  was  in  fact  the  slave  trade ;  that  the  sub-chartering  of  the 
vessel  to  Pinto  by  Carvalho  at  Mozambique,  as  above-mentioned,  was  altogether  fraudulent ;  and  that 
the  slaves,  who  had  been  seized  half-way  across  from  Africa  to  South  America,  formed  the  return  carg& 
of  the  vessel  to  the  Society  for  that  originally  shipped  by  it  at  Rio,  and  which  return  cargo  was  in  the 
act  of  being  conveyed  on  the  Society's  account  to  some  port  of  South  America,  when  fallen  in  with  by 
the  capturing  vessel. 

It  appeared  to  the  Commissioners  who  tried  the  case,  an  admitted  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  that 
the  national  character  of  a  merchant  should  be  taken  from  the  place  of  his  residence,  and  ef  his  aw^ 
cantile  e3tablishment, — and  not  from  the  place  of  his  birth ;  and  the  ownership  of  the  **  Incompre^ 
hemivel "  and  her  cargo  having  been  proved  to  rest  in  residents  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  Court  therefore 
held,  that  she  had  been  legally  detained  under  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
Brazil  raspecting  the  slave  trade. 

On  these  considerations  the  British  and  Brazilian  Court  decreed,  on  the  17th  February,  1837,  tliat 
the  ship  '*  Incomprehensivel^**  her  cargo  and  stores,  should  be  confiscated,  and  the  five  hundred  Mid 
eighty-six  slaves,  surviving  of  those  originally  seized  in  this  vessel,  should  be  free. 

(Signed)  H.  W.  MACAULAT.      ^; 

WALTER  W.  LEWIS. 
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HAVANA. 


No.  23. 

Her  Majesty* s  Commissioners  to  Viseount  Palmerstaii."— {Received  Jan.  1,  1838.) 

M¥  liCWiB,  Havana,  3lst  October,  1837. 

The  following  is  a  List  of  Vessels  that  have  cleared  from  this  Port  during 
the  past  month  for  the  Coast  of  Africa,  viz.  : — 

2nd  October — Portuguese  schooner  **  FelicidBd" — cleared  for  San  Tom<^. 

3td        „         American        „  "Washington  „     •  Buena  Vista. 

18th        „  Spanish  „         ^*  Primera  Union      „        Santiagade  Praya* 

19th        „  Portuguese      „         **  Estela.  „  „ 

20th        „         American        ,,  "  Joseph  Fland        „        Cape  de  Verd. 

Of  the  arrivals  during  the  same  period  we  are  only  able  to  name  2  vessels,  the 
Portuguese  schooners  "JFrawciVa,"  from  San  Pablo  de  Loanda,  and  the  " Ugira^* 
from  the  Island  of  Principe,  though  we  have  heard  circumstances  particularized, 
which  left  no  doubt  in  our  minds  of  one  or  two  others.  It  is,  however,  worthy  of 
remark,  that  much  more  caution  is  now  observed,  respecting  vessels  from  the  Coast 
of  Africa,  as  the  signals  for  them  at  the  Moro  Castle  have  ceased  to  be  made,  and 
also  the  entries  in  Vbe  books  of  the  coffee-houses  where  the  merchants  resort. 

Of  the  vessels  cleared  at  the  Custom-house  for  the  Coast  of  Africa,  your 
Lordship  will  perceive  there  are  two  Americans.  * 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc,  Sfc. 


No.  24. 
Her  Mcgesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston.— (Received  Jan.  1, 1838.^ 

My  Lord,  Havana,  17th  November,  1837* 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  Letter  received  from  Com- 
mander Nixon,  of  Her  Majesty's  sloop  "  Ringdove,"  complaining  of  having  been 
refused  communication,  by  the  orders  of  the  Captain- General,  with  the  Spanish 
schooner  "  Vencedora^  which  he  had  detained  for  having  slaves  on  board,  and 
brought  here  on  the  1 6th  October  last.  We  have  also  enclosed  the  copy  of  a 
Letter,  which  we  sent  to  his  Excellency  the  Captain-General  on  the  subject,  toge- 
ther with  Captain  Nixon*s  Letter,  to  which  his  Excellency  has  not  returned  any 
answer. 

We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
|c.  Sfc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  24. 

Commander  Nixon  to  Her  Majesty^s  Commissioners,  I6th  October,  1837. 

Her  Majesty^ s  sloop  **  Ringdove,'* 

OiMTZJBiiXN,  Haoana,  IQth  October,  1897. 

I  nsa  to  inform  you,  that  on  anchoring  here  this  day,  in  ber  Majesty's  sloop  *'  Ringdove,** 
and  not  seeing  arrive  in  the  harbour  the  **  Fencedora,**  Spanish  brigantine,  detained  by  me  for  an 
infraction  of  the  Treaty,  in  having  concealed  negroes  on  board,  I  proceeded  in  my  boat  to  look  aft4r 

F  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36  HA.VANA. 

her;atKl  foiled  tier  at  anefaor  near  the  eninmce  to  the  Port^  flaws  of  wind  having. preveiiied  her 
coming  up.  To  my  surprise,  I  found  alon^ide  a  Spanish  boat,  without  an  officer  (as  far  as  X  coaU 
perceive),  who  in  an  .  uncivil  manner,  though  probably  from  not  understanding  the  language,  forbad 
my  comnmuicaiiDg  with  the  Tessel.  C«nisidering  that  there  might  be  £ome  mistake  in  thi^  procedure. 
I  80  far  attended  to  it  as  not  to  go  on  board,  merely  giving  some  verbal  orders^  In  the  eyening^  about 
7  o'clock,  my  First  Ltirutenant,  Mr.  Gray,  called  to  supply  the .  two  Officers  with  some  necesssaries, 
when  he  was  also  forhidden  to  go  on  board,  and  informed  by.  the  Officer  in  charge  of  the  ^^VencaJUut^^ 
Of  the  extreme  illness  of  a  negro  boy^  On  learning  this  in  the  evening,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  gJQ  to  the 
'^^Vefioedotay'  and  make  personal  inquiries;  but  still  respecting  the  orders  of  his  Excellency  the 
Capiam-Gencral;  I  di<i  not  insist  on  going  on  board,  though  feeling  convinced  that  the  pipohimtion 
respecting  the  *'  Ringdove,  if  given  from'  sufficient  authority,  must  have  arisen  from  mistaken  mt^tives. 
The  '^  Vmctdora^^*  however,  being  at  present  under  tlie  charge  of  the  British  fli^,  and  mj  nien 
having  been  st^jected  to  mucdi'inconveniencey  1  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  known  this  ^rcumsM^oe  U> 
you,  protesting  ajgainst  it,  as  leading  to  consequences  that  ought  to  be  guarded  against. 

Ihtfve,  Ac  •     •/   . 

(»gned)  H.  StOFFORD  MIXON, 

Uer  Majesfy^s  Commissioner^;  O^mtnamien 


-^ '  ^  *^^'     ''    i '  Second  Eoclosiure  in  No.  24. 

Her  Majesiy^s  Commissioners  to  the  Captodn-General^  I7th  October^  183?- 

MosT  Excellent  Sir,  Havtuma,  11th  Oddbert  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Captain  Nixon,  Coounander  of 
Her  Majesty's  ship  ^'  Ringdove,''  complaining  of  his  having  been  prohibited,  by  your  Exeellency's 
orders,  from  having  communication  with  the  -schoofier  ^  Vencedoray^  detained  by  him  on  the  14tk 
instant,  for  an  infraction  of  the  Treaty  between  Spain  and' England.  On  making  inquiries  upon  tiK 
subject  this  morning,  we  find  that  the  prohibition  has  been  removed ;  but  we,  fully  agreeing  with 
Captain  Nixon,  that  the  order,  if  at  all  emanating  from  sufficient  authority,  was  made  entirely  upon 
mistaken  grounds,  feel  it  a  duty  to  join  in  the  protest  against  it,  as  leading  to  consequences  which 
ought  to  be  guarded  against.  We  have,  therefore,  respectfully  to  request  of  your  Excellency,  that  this 
proceeding  of  prohibitmg  intercourse  between  a  vessel  belonging  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  brie 
detained  under  such  circumstances,  where  the  sanatory  laws  could  not  have  been  infringed,  mky  not 
in  future  be  considered  a  precedent. 

.   .  We  have,  fie 

(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

Hit  Excellency  tlie  Captain-General,  E.  W.  H.  6CHENLEY.' 

8fc.  8^c,  8^c. 

No.  25.      , 

Her  M<yedy^s  Commimoners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  Jan.  1, 183S.) 

My  Lord,  HavamA^^tfiNovetiiber^X^Sln 

\Ve  Ixave  the  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  a  correspondence!  wliick  has  tolnen 

Slace  between  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  and  Commander  Nixon,  of  Her 
lajesty's  sloop  *^  Ringdove,"  on  the  one  side,  and  with  his  Excellency  the  Captinii- 
General  of  Cuba  on  the  other,  relative  to  the  burial  of  negroes  dying  on  hoard  oi 
detained  vessels  generally,,  and  on  board  the  ^'  Ven^edora'*  in  the  particular 
instance  po\v  giving  occasion  to  the  correspondence. 

Two  of  the  Letters^  your  Lordship  will  observe,  have  reference  to  other  subjedfB 
connected  with  the  case  of  the  "  Vencedora"  which  have,  therefore,  to  be  referred 
to  in  the  Report  of  the  proceedings  had  before  the  Mixed  Court  respecting  it. 

.      /     ,  We  h^vp,  ^c-    . 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
Tie  Rigid  How.  Fi^cot^f  Palmerston,  G.  C.B. 


.   .  First  Enclo8iir6  in  No.  25«  ^ 

,     '    '  Vonmiander  Nixon  to  Her  Maj^fify^s  Commfsio^ 

Her  Mcpfesiy^s  Ship  ^Rinsdxm,^  ' 
GkNTUE^iKWj        ■'  Sunday  Eveningyi9ndOclob^,lpS7'^.^ 

'I  likxh  ttut  donour  to  iuform  yon,  that  this  afternoon  a  black  wpman,  "who  q^eaka  j&igli&h,  w^ 
on  to&rd  the  "  t^encedora,'*  and,  speaking  the  janffjua^e  of  the  negroes  there,  informed  Mr,  Pl4Uijp% 
the  officer  in  charge,  that  they  declared  tliey  Were  all  direct  from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  with  many  ptben 
who  were  gent  they  knew  not  where,  and  th^t  they  left  Africa  about  two  moont  ago.    When  we  first 
•bo&rded  the  ^^Vencodoraf^  and  found  so  many  Spanish  passengers  on  board,  49  men  and  2  woOMBg 
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li\A  ti(ft  ^6  Sftte  all  the  stricttttsa  of  «*arch  uttd  taWng  tnTfintories,  ffom  expeeUng  to  i?eacb, Havana 
the  ne^t  day,  and  tbc  great  dcttnUon  and  inconvenience  it  w^uld  have  cauR«d  to  ao  many  passengers. 
Ih  the^rfrtie  spirit  of  concHitrtion,  I  had  given  leave  to  three  of  the  passengers,  on  their  askuic  me  and 
^yifig  tew  mudi  it  would  convenience  theros  to  sleep  on  board,  but  I  have  just  now  learnt  Miat  six  of 
them  liad  told  Mr.  Phfllips,  they  had  my  petraisaion,  atod  not  only  returned  to  sleep,  but  came  and 
werit  durmg  the  day ;  but  after  to  night  I  shsll  not  altew  them  on  board  agaia.  From  the^peculiiir 
^W&mstances  of  the  ^^Vtncedora,^'  the  vrhole  object  of  myself  and  officers  has  been  to  act  by  her  m 
itte  most  open  and  least  annoying  manner  possible ;  but  as  I  have  now  received  inforTOntion,  and 
^suspect  we  have  been  grossly  deceived  by  her  assumed  character  of  a  Government  Packet  from  Cad w, 
5  hdVe  to  request  you  will  cfall  for  the  production  of  her  Log  before  the  Court,  and  that  her  x^rgo  aod 
the  whole  vessel  may  be  strictly  examined,  as  \fell  as  the  negroes. 

1  yesterday  repoited  personally  to  Mr.  Krtinedy  the  death  of  one  of  the  negro  girls,  requesting  to 
Inbw  what  I  would  do  as  to  her  funeral.  Mr.  Keiuiedy  took  Mr.  Wake,  volunteer  1st  cUss^.of  this 
sloop,  to  inqwre  df  the  SpanUh  Secretary  of  the  Mhed  Commission,  as  I  understood,  but  he  not  being 
at  home,  Mr.  Kennedy  sent  a  gentleman  with  Mr.  Wake  to  the  Captain  of  the  Port  on  the  subject, 
who  dedbad  teting  any^iing  to  do  with  it.  Dr.  JFinU^y,  who  visited  the  negroes  officially  and  pro- 
fe88iOiiaUy,-«ad  saw  the  dead  body,  also  assured  me  he  would  take  steps  about  the  .funeral ;.  but  no 
directions  en  the  subject  coming  to«ie  this  day,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  for  the  safety  of  the  others  and  my 
own  men  from  contagion,  to  send  the  body  ouUide  the  Moro,  and  atuching  a  shot  to  it,  committed  it 
to  the  deep. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)^  H.  STOPFORD  NIXON. 

Her  Maje9bf*s  Cpmnmi doners 

^c         '8^c,       -^c,  .    .    ^    . 

Second  EAclosure  in  No.  25.        . 

'  Commander  Nixon  io  Her  3Idjesit/*s  Commission^. 

Her  Majesty's  Bhi^'^TMB^S^^r 
GENtxBWKf,  Haifana,  2bth  October,  1881.' 

.    ,  i  aECfiFT  toanform  youctkat  another ^of  the  negroes  on  board  the  **  Vencedora^  a  boy,  is  n6w 

djnvgy  as  reported  to  me  by  Mr.  Watson,  sargeon  of  this  sk>op.  Not  having  had  an  answer  to  my 
former  B{^)£eation6,  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  body  of  a  negBO  girl  who  died,  I  have  now  to  request  you 
wiU  Inform  me  what  I  shall  do  in  the  event  .of  the  death  of  this  boy. 

lam,  &c. 
Ifiigned)  H.  STOPPORD  NIXON. 

H^  tfuje^sf^omnamoner^, 
Ac        ^c.       J^c. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No,  ^. 

Mtr  Majest^i  Commission^  te  the  Captain-General. 

"^  '  '  Hamna^ZUh  October^  1^2^^^ 

JTm  TJndersi^ed»Commissioneffs  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  hi3 

Btdellency  the  •CSaptain-'Gciieral  that  a  report  has  bee*  mode  to  th«m  by  Commander  l\ixon  the 

4>0Sc^  who  ^eCainM  ihit  Spanish  schooner  '^Vencedora,*'  that  one  of  the  n^grofes  on  board  that  vessel 

JB  MOW  dying*  aaii  ceqniriof^^  to  know!  wk^  ts  to  be  «bne  with  the  body. 

As  ,in  ^1  (brn^r  raises  of.  a  iike  desciiplion,  the  duty  of  burying  the3e  petsons  baa  invariably  been 
performed  by  the  Spanish  Authorities,  the  Undersigned  reqnesi  the  favour  of  his  Excellency  to  issue 
4he  necessary  orders  to  that  effect  upon  the  present  occasion. 
'•     '     '  The  Undersjgnijd  avail  iheraselvcs,  &c. 

«•   »     n        .^   ^      '    ^        ,        '  mmi)  J.KENNEDY, 

JbA.Bf>eliem^iheCaptmn-Genertti.  E*  VT.  «.  SC HENLEY 


...     Fpurfh  I&ciosure  in  No.  25. 

/  '  r    ,.-    .    :    i  -  ^fj  ^(^Ifs^^oifUfissioneri  to  Commander  Nixon. 

^^  .      *  >    ^  '      Havan(^2m^cMKrAS97. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  dated  Uie  22nd  and  24th  October  instant, 
requesting  a  further  examination  of  the  crew,  cargo,  and  papers  of  the  **  ^encedora,''  Spanish 
schooner,  detamed  by  you  on  the  14th  instant,  and  also  communicating  to  us  the  circumstances  re- 
la'mg  to  the  death  of  one  of  the  negroes  on  board  the  "  Feneeddra,"  and  the  illness  of  another 

On  Saturday,  the  2l8t  instant,  the  CoUrt  of  Mixed  Justice  ctosed  ite  examination  of  the  witnesses 
and  papers,  so  far  as  they  were  produced,  and  on  Monday  morning  had  deliberated  on  the  sentenefe 
to  be  passed  before  your  (Nt-^ttenttened  letter  was  reteived:  That  letter  offered  suggestions  of  so 
indefinite  a  pajoire,  that  it  ifas  inipoyible  to  act  on  it  so  as  to  open  the  case  again  after  it  was  so  far 
c^Me4^>b?it  the  information  detailed  in  the  second  letter  being  of  a  more  defined  charaoUr,  Her 
Bdt^nle  Majesty  8  Judge,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  it,  went  with  it  to  the  country  house  of  the 
«n*-dfl  Fernan^na,  thefipatlish  Judge,  and  after  showing  it  to  him,  forwarded  a  cony  the  same 
jrtlernoett,%ith  a  formal  request  fcr  another  meeting  of  the  Court,  and  a  further  cpnsideration  of 
fne-  ease. 

^Ad  «oon  aa  his  answer  i»  received  we  will  forward  jou  a  copy,  that  you  may  act  upon  it  as  yoii  think 
•nvisable* 
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WMi  regard  to  ik«  death  of  the  negro  girl»  rafiectwg  the  disposal  of  whose  body  y^m  conpleia  of 
havio|preQeiTtd  no  assistance,  Her  BriUnnic  Majesty's  Judge  had  done  all  that  laid  in  hia  power»  bf 
directing  the  Secretarjr  to  the  Commissioners  to  go  with  your  Officer  to  the  Captain  of  the  Port,  who, 
upon  alfforroer  occasions,  had  performed  the  like  duty.  Upon  what  grounds  he  founded  his  reftuB«tl 
in  this  ease,  we  hare  not  been  informed ;  but  in  the  meantime  we  have  transmitted  your  oomplauit  to 
the  Captain-General,  with  a  request  that  the  local  Authorities  be  b^r  instructed  in  future. 

At  the  same  iuae  you  will  recollect,  in  the  oonversation  you  had  on  the  subject  with  Her  Miyesty's 
Judge,  in  answer  to  your  saying  that  if  there  was  any  difiiculty  about  (he  matter  you  bad  no  objection 
to  sending  a  boat  outside  the  harbour  with  the  body,  he  told  you  that  he  quite  agreed  in  the  propriety^ 
of  that  course,  should  any  delay  arise,  as  too  often  occurs  in  the  moat  important  mattos  in  tUi 
countiy  in  the  inferior  departments. 

In  caae  of  the  death  of  another,  and  the;  neglect  of  the  local  Authorities  of  any  comnmnicatioa  on 
the  subject,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  advising  a  hke  disposal  of  the  body. 

We  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

To  Commmder  Dixon^  H.M.8. "  Ringdove.**  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLET. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  23. 

The  Captain'GenercU  io  Her  MajestyU  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Havana,  26th  Ociober^  1887. 

Tour  communication  of  yesterday,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  acquaint  me  that  one  of  the 
negroes  on  board  the  Spanish  schooner  **  Vencedora^*  is  dying,  and  desiring  to  know  what  is  to  ba 
done  with  the  body,  I  sent  to  the  Captain  of  the  Port  for  bis  report  thereon,  which  Officer  has  replied^ 
under  this  day's  date,  as  follows : — "  Most  Excellent  Sir, — There  has  been  no  fixed  rule  up  to  the 
present  period  for  interring  the  bodies  of  persons  who  have  died  in  this  Port ;  when  Catholics,  and 
having  been  attended  by  physicians  of  this  place,  and  their  decease  not  occasioned  by  contag^ious  dis- 
orders, they  have  been  interred  in  the  general  burial-ground  :  to  others,  not  Catholics,  burial  has  been 
given  in  the  stranger's  burial-ground,  and  several  captains  of  vessels  who  have  reouested  leave  to  sink 
outside  of  the  Moro  individufds  of  their  crew  who  have  died,  have  been  permitted  to  do  so,  under  the 
charge  of  attaching  a  sufficient  weight  to  the  body  to  sink  it** 

And  I  transcribe  this  to  you,  Gentlemen,  for  your  information,  and  in  reply  to  ymmr  said  coibdmi- 
nication. 

God  preserve  you  many  years, 

, "      (Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON. 

Tolthe  Commissioners  of  [Her  Britannic  Majesty  in  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice. 


No.  26. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (^Received  Jan.  1,  1838.) 


Mt  Lord, 


Havana,  2ind  November,  1837. 


We  beg  to  refer  to  our  Despatch  of  the  28th  October,  in  which  we  in- 
formed your  Lordship  of  the  Spanish  schooner  "  Vehcedora  "  having  been  detained 
in  about  latitude  23*"  23^  N.,  longitude  80^  58^  W.,  by  Commander  Nixon,  of 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  "  Rmgdove,"  on  the  14th  October  last,  and  brought 
into  this  Port  on  the  day  following,  having  on  board  26  Bozal  negroes.  We  also 
informed  your  Lordship,  that  the  mixed  Court  of  Justice  having  met  on  the  19th 
October,  and  two  following  days,  to  receive  the  evidence,  the  two  Judges  had  a 
conference  on  the  23rd  and  24th  of  the  same  month,  and  not  being  able  to  agree 
upon  the  Sentence  to  be  pronounced,  they  drew  lots,  as  directed  by  the  Treaty, 
when  the  lot  fell  on  the  Spanish  Arbitrator,  leaving  the  case,  thus  far,  undecid^ 
at  the  close  of  the  Despatcn. 

We  have  now  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  the  proceedings,  and 
the  separate  opinions  of  the  two  Judges  having  been  previously  laid  before  His 
Excellency  Don  Juan  Montalvo,  the  Spanish  Arbitrator,  a  conference  was  held  on 
ihe  11th  November,  instant,  when  His  Excellency  gave  his  decision  in  licoordance 
with  the  opinion  of  the  Spanish  Judge,  by  w^ch  tte  detention  was  prononnced  tb 
have  been  illegal,  and  declaring  that  the  vessel  and  crew  should  be  liberated,  the 
slaves  given  up  to  their  owners,  and  costs  awarded  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Treaty.  ^ 

Your  Lordship  will  observe,  by  the  Abstract  of  the  Evidence  (No.  2  of  the 
Enclostires),  and  the  Opinions  (Enclosures  6  and  7)  of  the  two  Judges,  with  the 
Sei^tence  (No.  8)  finally  pronounced,  that  there  were  two  questions  bef<nre  the 
Court.  First,  Whether  the  vessel  was  pro\4ded  with  a  sufficient  PMsport,  as  «>• 
cording  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Treaty  of  1817,  Instructions,  Artide  Vll. ;  an^^ 
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Secondly,  W^ieAer  negroes  hwrixxg  been  reeently  brought  from  Africa  into  Porto 
Kico,  aiMl  thence  forwarded  to  the  Havana,  with  Passports  obtained  from  the  Govern- 
ment of. that  Island,  rendered  the  vessel  so  conveying  them  liable  to  detention. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Judgd  held,  1st,  That  the  Passports  (Enclosure  No.  3) 
were  not  sufficient,  the  Treaty  requiring  vessels  conveying  slaves  to  be  provided 
wit|i  a  special  Passport  **  ad  hoc,''  wWch  the  **  VencedorcC*  had  not ;  and,  2ndly,  That 
even  if  the  Passports  were  sufficient,  yet  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  obtained  amounted  to  a  fraud,  and  rendered  the  vessel  liable  to  detention. 

Contrary  to  this  opinion,  the  Spanish  members  of  the  Court  decided,  that  the' 
vessel  was  illegally  detamed,  and,  as  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Judge  understood, 
upon  the  grounds  that  the  Passports  were  sufficient,  and  that  they  protected  the 
vessel,  though  conveying  slaves  recently,  and  therefore  illegally  imported  from 
Africa.  This  doctrine,  however,  was  afterwards  repudiated  by  His  Excellency  the 
Conde  de  Femandina,  in  a  letter  which,  with  the  answer,  we  have  enclosed ;  (Nos. 
18  and  19),  leaving  the  reason  of  his  judgment  otherwise  quite  inexplicable.  His 
decision,  however,  thus  becoming  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  we  have  it  only  left 
us  to  regret,  especially  as  it  is  to  be  considered  as  binding  in  future,  inasmuch  as 
that  Trade  may  now  be  carried  on  openly,  which  before  was  only  of  a  smuggling 
character,  namely,  bringing  into  the  Havana  from  Porto  Rico  the  slaves  recently 
"brought  there  from  Africa,  as  to  a  dep6t,  for  which  the  situation  of  that  Island  is 
so  acmiirably  suited. 

Important,  however,  as  the  case  already  appeared,  yet,  during  the  course  of  the 
trial,  circumstances  arose  rendering  it  still  more  important,  so  as,  in  our  opinion, 
imperatively  to  call  for  the  earnest  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

The  vessel  was  unquestionably  direct  from  Cadiz  to  Porto  Rico,  but  startling 
and  almost  incredible  even  as  it  may  appear,  it  was  discovered,  after  the  evidence 
Tvas  gone  through,  that  the  **  Vencedora,''  instead  of  being  a  vessel  engaged  in  the 
Packet  Service,  as  at  first  alleged,  had  actually  previously  come  to  Cadiz  from  the 
Coast  of  Africa  with  those  negroes  on  board !  That  they  had  been  thence  brought 
to  Porto  Rico  below  deck,  concealed  from  the  passengers  taken  on  board  at  Cadiz, 
in  a  manner  necessarily  to  occasion  much  human  suffering  and  great  mortality ! 
That  a  number  of  the  negroes  had  been  left  at  Porto  Rico,  where  the  vessel  stayed 
8  days ;  and  that  there,  having  obtained  the  colourable  Passj>orts  above  referred  to, 
the  negroes  were  brought  up  to  the  view  oi  the  passengers  on  boai'd,  their  former 
confinement  no  doubt  having  made  it  absolutely  necessary. 

Under  these  extraordinary  circumstances,  Her  Majesty's  Judge  immediately 
applied  to  the  Conde  de  Fernandina  for  a  further  hearing  of  the  case  (see  Enclosure 
No.  12),  to  which  His  Excellency  seemed  to  assent,  referring  it  to  the  conference 
with  the  Arbitrator  chosen  by  lot,  whose  interposition,  however,  in  the  first  instance. 
Her  Majesty's  Judge  declined  to  admit  (see  Enclosures  No.  13  and  14).  In  this 
opinion  the  Spanish  Arbitrator  agreed ;  but  upon  Her  Majesty's  Judge  again  de- 
naanding,  first  verbally,  and  afterwards  in  writing  (Enclosure  No.  lu),  a  further 
hearing  of  the  cause,  as  being  upon  a  totally  different  charge,  as  well  as  on  addi« 
tional  evidence,  the  Spanish  members  of  the  Court  refused  to  allow  it,  stating  their 
reasons  (Enclosure  No.  21). 

We  have  endeavoured  thus  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  as  succinctly  as  possible^ 
the  more  prominent  circumstances  of  this  case,  in  which  we  feel  it  difficult  to  ex- 
]Hre8s  our  astonishment  at  the  daring  heinousness  of  the  offence  imputed,  or  at  the 
refusal  to  investigate  into  its  correctness.  Though,  if  well  founded,  it  could  scarcely 
have  &iled  to  come  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Authorities  at  Cadiz  ;  yet  we  have 
no  hesitation,  from  all  the  circumstances  that  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  to  ex* 
press  a  full  belief  in  the  truth  of  the  accusation ;  and  were  it  not  for  our  confidence 
in  the  integrity  of  our  Spanish  Colleagues,  we  should  be  inclined  to  ascribe  to 
them  also  an  improper  determination  to  screen  the  offenders.  Your  Lordship, 
however,  perhaps  will  be  able  to  decide  more  impartially  on  the  conflicting  opinions, 
and. also  to  judge  of  the  remedy  to  be  adopted  against  the  evils  likely  to  resull^ 
should  these  precedents  unfortunately  be  allowed. 

Your  Lopdship  will  not,  we  think,  consider  it  necessary  for  us  to  have  noticed 
every  particular  of  this  extraordinary  case ;  though,  undoubtedly^  there  are  other 
£adlacies  and  suggestions  deserving  of  extended  remark.  But  we  cannot  fail  to  point 
cut  to  your  Lomship's  attention,  the  assertion  of  the  Spanish  Judge  (Enclosure 
Na  18)^  that  the  Treaty  of  1835  only  is  to  be  observedi  as  an  instance  of  the  noan- 
ner  in  which  the  case  has  been  met.    This  dictum  was  decidedly  opposed  by  Her 
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Britannic  Majesty's  Judffe  declaring,  that  the  second  Treaty  was  only  intended  to 
strengthen  and  extend  the  first,  in  accordance  with  your  Lordship's  Despatch  to 
ihe  Commissioners  at  Sierra  Leone,  dated  the  15th  October,  1836. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

The  Right  Hon  Fiscaunt  Palmer^ton,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


First  Endosuie  in  No.  26. 
Capior*s  Declaration  in  ihe  Case  of  the  "  Vencedora.*' ' 

I,  Horatio  Stopford  Nixon,  Commander  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  **  Ringdove,**  hereby 
declare,  that  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  1837,  being  in  or  about  lat  23**  23'  N.,  long.  80**  57'  W.,  I 
detained  the  brigantine  named  the  "  Vencedora^^  sailing  under  Spanish  colours,  not  armed,  com- 
manded  by  Don  Antonio  Lloret,  who  declared  her  to  be  bound  from  Cadiz  and  Porto  Rico  toHavass, 
with  a  crew  consisting  of  14  men  and  49  Spanish  passengers  ;  the  names  of  the  crew,  as  appear  by 
the  papers,  are  in  a  list  at  the  foot  hereof.  On  examining  her  below,  26  negroes  were  found,  who  bad 
not  been  mentioned ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  the  Master  produced  the  papers  said  to  be  Pas^rts  for 
Ihcm  from  the  Govepior  of  Porto  Rico,  and  they  are  enumerated  as  follows,  viz. : — 

Healthy.    Sickly. 

Men     ....         9  0 

•  Women     •     •     •         7  0 

Boys    ....         7  0 

Girls    ....         2  1 

I  do  further  declare  that  the  said  brigantine  appeared  sea-worthy,  and  was  supplied  with  a  sufficient 
'Stock  of  water  and  provisions  for  the  support  of  the  said  negroes,  crew,  and  passengers,  or  their  des- 
tined voyage  to  Havana. 

I  do  further  declare,  that  the  said  Don  Antonio  Lloret  did  not,  upon  being  questioned,  acknow- 
ledge having  slaves  on  board ;  and  that  il  was  only  upon  the  Master  of  the  *'  Ringdove*'  searching 
4he  vessel  and  finding  the  said  negroes  concealed  in  the  fore-peak,  that  the  said  Don  Antonio  Llor^ 
produced  the  papers  marked  3.  4,  and  5,  purporting  to  be  Passports  for  the  removal  of  the  said 
Jiegroes  from  Port(f  Rico,  but  he  produced  no  passports  for  the  veissel,  authorizing  her  to  carry  slaves 
from  one  Port  in  the  Spanish  Possessions  to  another,  nor  did  he  exhibit  any  notification  on  the  other 
papers  of  the  vessel  that  he  had  any  such  negroes  on  board  :  this  circumstance,  with  the  fact  of  their 
concealment,  afforded  me  convincing  proof  that  the  said  Don  Antonio  Lloret  was  aware  of  the  illegality 
of  his  proceedings. 

1'he  slaves  appeared  to  be  of  recent  importation,  had  no  other  clothing  than  a  piece  of  cloth  tied 
round  their  loins,  their  heads  shaved,  and  some  of  them  were  in  a  sad  state  of  emaciation. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  said  sloop,  this  15th  day  of  October,  1837. 

(Signed)  H.  STOPFORD  NIXON,  Commander 

Witnesses,  (Signed)        JOHN  SHEPHERD,  Master. 
J.  WATSON,  Surgeon. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 

Abstract  of  the  Evidence  in  the  case  of  the  **  Vencedora.** 

19th.  October,  ISS7. 

Horatio  Stopford  Niion^  Esq.,  Commander  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  "  Ringdove,*'  bein^ 
duly  sworn,  and  having  shown  his  Instructions,  declared,  that  all  particulars  renting  to  the  detention 
of  the  schooner  '^  Venccdora^*  are  amply  explained  in  (he  declaration  in  English  which  he  now  presents, 
signed  by  himself.  That  the  Papers  taken  on  board  the  detained  vessel  by  Mr.  Shepherd,  Mate  of  the 
'*  Ringdove,"  he  now  also  presents.  They  are  5  in  number,  viz.,  1,  the  muster-roll ;  2,  the  bill  of 
health  (delivered  to  the  health  officers  on  his  entrance  into  this  Port)  ;  and  the  rest  up  to  No.  5  are 
the  passports  of  the  negroes  found  on  board.  That  although  the  said  Mate  also  delivered  to  him  a 
number  of  passports,  belonging  to  the  passengers  of  the  "  Vencedora^'  from  Cadiz  to  Porto  Rico,  and 
from  the  latter  place  to  the  Havana,  he  returned  the  first-mentioned  their  passports,  and  is  likewise 
going  to  return  the  rest,  considering  them  unnecessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  cause,  excepting  only 
the  4  Papers  remaining  out  of  the  5  he  first  mentioned. 

Mr.  John  Shepherd^  Mate  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  '*  Ringdove,**  being  duly  sworn, 
confirmed  the  declaration  of  the  Captor,  signed  by  himself  as  witness,  and  declared  Uial  nobody  on 
board  the  *'  Vmcedora**  told  him  there  were  Bozal  negroes  in  the  fore-peak,  but  that  he  himself  found 
them  there,  on  going  below  to  search.  Being  asked  if  any  of  the  crew  observed  the  tardiness  of  the 
detained  Captain  to  produce  the  passports  of  the  said  negroes,  he  declared  that  nothing  else  occnrred 
than  what  he  has  stated  on  this  particular. 

Mr.  John  JFatson^  Surgeon  of  the  *'  Ringdove,"  being  duly  sworn,  likewise  confirmed  the  contents 
of  the  Captor*s  declaration,  and  his  own  signature  as  a  witness,  and  declared  that,  understanding  the 
Spanish  language,  he  was  present  as  interpreter  at  the  detention  of  the  schooner  "  Fencedora,"  and 
that  the  Captain  of  this  vessel,  in  reply  to  deponent's  question,  who  told  him  that  they  had  gone  on 
board  to  look  fur  negroes,  signified  that  he  had  no  negroes  on  board,  but  that  the  mate  havings 
depressed  his  desire  to  examine  the  vessel,  and  going  below,  found  that  there  were  i^egroes.  Tliat  the 
deponent  did  net  go  below  with  the  Mate  ;  and  on  asking  the  Captain  why  he  had  told  him  he  had  no 
negroes  on  board,  the  Captain  replied  that  in  fact  he  had  none,  because  those  below  were  passengers, 
as  appeared  by  the  passports  which  he  then  exhibited.    That  he  found  the  negroes  in  a  state  of 
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emaciation,  but  only  one  of  them  saffering  from  diarrhoea  and  incipient  scurry  ;  that  the  most  of  them; 
are  young,  from  10  years  upwards;  that  some  are  marked  on  the  face,  others  on  the  body,  and  that 
Ihcy  cannot  tell  their  own  names. 

2m,  October,  1837. 
Don  Antonio  Uoret  de  Jaymcy  being  sworn,  declared  that  he  is  a  native  and  inhabitant  of  Villa 
Joyosa,  in  the  province  of  Alicant,  married,  and  at  present  Captain  of  the  schooner  '*  Fencedora" 
That  he  was  detained  by  an  English  brig-of-war,  whose  name  and  that  of  her  commander  he  does  not 
know,  bet>f  een  Salt  Key,  the  Rogues,  and  the  Keys  of  this  coast ;  and  that  he  cannot  state  the  cause 
to  be  other  than  that  he  was  boarded  and  examined  by  the  said  brig*of-war.  and  his  Papers  demanded. 
That  the  muster-roll,  the  bill  of  health,  and  the  passports  of  the  individuals  embarked  at  the  port  of 
Cadiz,  as  well  as  of  the  others,  white  and  coloured,  taken  on  board  at  Porto  Rico,  were  taken  from  him 
and  retained  by  the  English  commander,  who  ordered  him  to  continue  his  voyage  to  Havana  under 
the  escort  of  2  officers  and  12  seamen  of  the  crew  of  the  capturing  vessel.  That  he  arrived  at  Porto 
Rico  on  the  28th  September  last,  and  from  thence  he  sailed  for  Havana  on  the  7th  October  instant 
That  he  sailed  from  Cadiz  with  a  cargo  of  Peninsula  produce,  such  as  oil,  vermicelli,  garlic,  and  other 
articles,  as  appears  by  the  Register  which  was  opened  at  Porto  Rico,  and  that  the  drawback  was  taken 
off  of  what  remained  there.  That  be  took  the  26  negroes  on  board  at  Puerto  Rico,  as  appears  by  the 
passports  taken  from  him  by  the  English  officers  at  the  time  of  detention.  That  besides  these  he 
now  presents  two  documents.  Bills  of  Sale,  one  by  Don  Ramon  Tie  villa,  dated  the  3rd  instant,  for  14 
nag^roesof  both  sexes,  in  favour  of  Don  Jos<$  Antonio  Vedal,  and  the  other,  dated  also  the  drd  instant,  for 
7  negres  of  both  sexes,  which  Don  BartolomcS  Ferrer  si<>ns  in  favour  of  Don  Angel  Arcinelles  (which 
documents  are  taken  to  annex  to  these  proceedings)  ;  that  two  other  documents  are  wanting  for  the  5 
negproes,  who  complete  the  26  above  mentioned,  which  documents  must  be,  as  well  as  he  can  recollect, 
3n  one  of  the  trunks  remaining  on  board,  and  which  he  will  produce,  if  necessary,  as  soon  as  he  can 
^t  at  them.  That  all  the  negroes  are  comprised  in  the  3  passports  taken  by  the  English  com- 
mander. That  he  did  not  hear  of  the  negroes  arriving  from  any  other  place  while  he  was  at  Porto 
lUco ;  that  he  only  knows  of  their  coming  from  Porto  Rico,  where  he  embarked  tliem,  and  that  2 
days  af^er  his  arrival  from  the  Peninsula  he  was  applied  to  to  bring  them  to  this  Port.  That  he  had 
entertained  no  doubt  respecting  the  embarkation  of  the  negroes,  because,  besides  not  being  pro- 
hibited by  his  Government  from  embarking  them  in  one  Spanish  port  for  another,  he  did  not  observe 
the  least  objection  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  at  Porto  Rico,  to  give  their  permission  for  their 
clearance  and  embarkation  for  this  Port  of  Havana.  That  the  negroes  were  not  naked,  but  dressed 
the  same  as jvhen  they  came  on  board;  that  he  had  placed  them  from  the  cornmeDcement  of  the 
voyage  in  the  fore-peak,  from  which  he  took  away  his  crew,  and  that  then,  on  account  of  the  heat,  and 
because  it  was  almost  night  when  the  English  officer  made  his  search,  it  might  have  been  that  some  or 
many  were  naked ;  but  it  might  likewise  have  been  seen  on  the  following  day,  when  they  came  on 
deck,  that  they  were  dressed  as  when  they  embarked.  That,  with  respect  to  the  delay  he  is  said  to 
have  made  in  the  delivery  of  the  passports,  he  declares,  that  there  was  no  difference  or  delay  between 
the  delivery  of  those  of  the  white  passengers  and  those  of  the  negroes ;  that  he  placed  them  all  on 
the  table,  and  as  he  took  them  out  the  officer  read  them,  and  he,  deponent,  afterwards  showed  them  to 
the  Commander,  who  said  they  were  good,  and  took  them  away:  that  this  is  truly  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  done.  That  after  the  search  the  English  commander  retired  ;  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
following  day  he  returned  on  board  the ''  Venctdora^'*  with  a  certificate  respecting  the  before-mentioned 
Papers,  but  that,  not  being  signed,  he  would  not  receive  it,  and  the  Commander  returned  on  board  his 
vessel.  That  aAer  their  arrival  in  this  Port,  and  they  were  admitted  to  free  pratique,  the  English 
Commander  returned  with  the  said  certificate,  which  he  signed  on  the  companion  hatch  of  the  *'  Venr 
cedoro^\  and  handed  to  deponent,  who  again  refused  to  take  it,  desiring  him  to  delivejr  it  to  the  Captain 
of  the  Port.  That  the  Papei-s  now  shown  to  him,  numbered  1  to  5,  excepting  No.  2,  which  is  the 
bill  of  health,  are  the  same  that  he  delivered  to  the  English  Commander,  and  that  he  also  dehvered 
to  him  the  passports  of  the  individuals  he  carried  from  Cadiz  to  Puerto  Rico,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Havana.  That  he  holds  the  Royal  sailing  passport,  the  counteiflign,  and  the  deed  of  ownership  of 
the  vessel,  and  that,  respecting  the  negroes,  there  are  no  other  Papers  besides  the  2  documents  (bills 
of  sale)  which  he  mentioned  in  the  body  of  the  Declaration.  That  he  cannot  state  whether  or  no  the 
negroes  spoke  Spanish,  or  could  answer  to  their  names,  because  they  were  placed  in  the  part  of  the 
vessel  already  explained,  and  that  deponent,  as  Captain,  being  in  that  part  pertaining  to  him,  had  no 
reason  for  making  himself  familiar  with  them,  or  for  conversing  with  them.  That  he  took  them  on 
board  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Government,  as  he  has  stated,  without  believing  he  was  liahle  to  such 
examination  ;  but  he  thinks  there  is  one  or  other  of  them  called  Antonio,  who  explains  himself  suffi- 
ciently. That  he  believes  the  negroes  on  board  his  vessel  are  the  same  as  are  indicated  in  the  before- 
mentioned  passports,  because  the  passports  were  delivered  at  the  same  time  as  the  negroes.  That  he 
had  49  white  passengers,  including  two  women,  on  board  when  he  arrived  at  Havana. 

Don  Vicente  Miguel  Navarro^  Chief  Mate  of  the  schooner  **  Vencedora**  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
that  he  was  detained  between  the  Rogues  and  the  Southern  Keys ;  that  he  was  brought  to  this  Port 
by  2  officers  and  12  men  of  the  crew  of  an  English  brig-of-war,  who  were  placed  on  board  by  her 
Commander,  all  of  whose  names  he  is  ignorant  of,  as  well  as  of  the  cause  of  being  brought  into  this 
Port,  for  that  the  detained  Captain  being  asked  how  many  passengers  he  had  on  board,  and  replying 
that  in  all  there  were  75,  namely,  49  whites  and  26  negroes,  the  English  officer  who  was  sent  by  the  Com- 
mander to  make  search  thus  reported,  when  the  Commander  came  on  board  the  **  Vencedora'*  and  took  all 
the  passports,  the  muster-roll,  and  the  bill  of  health,  notwithstanding  ihat  the  Spanish  Captain  intimated 
that  he  ought  to  keep  the  said  documents  in  his  possession.  That  the  Captain  took  on  board  the  26 
negroes  at  Porto  Rico ;  that  he  does  not  know  if  they  are  his  property ;  that  he  heard  or  understood 
that  they  belonged  to  different  owners,  who  paid  the  Captain  freight  to  bring  them  to  Havana.  Being 
questioned  as  to  whether  he  knew  if  the  negroes  spoke  Spanish,  or  could  answer  to  the  names  given 
them  in  the  passports,  he  stated  that  on  one  occasion  he  heard  Loretizo  called,  and  that  a  negro 
answered  "  Senor"  (Sir),  but  that,  as  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  them,  nor  with  their  embarkation,  he 
cannot  be  certain  whether  or  no  they  speak  Spanish,  nor  as  to  the  name  belonging  to  each,  according 
to  the  passports.  That  the  negroes  were  not  naked ;  that  they  came  on  board  at  Porto  Rico  dressed, 
and  were  put  below  into  the  fore-peak,  where,  at  night,  they  undressed  themselves  to  sleep,  and  when 
they  came  on  deck  they  were  dressed.  That  they  went  from  Cadiz  to  Porto  Rico  with  a  cargo  of 
Peninsula  produce,  such  as  garlic,  vermicelli,  wines,  &c.  That  they  went  from  Cadiz  to  Porto  Rico 
without  touching  at  any  other  placie.  '  That  they  arrived  at  Porto  Rico  on  the  2bth  September  last. 
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mi  he  betieres  the  Ctptein  was  applied  to,  the  aeeond  w  third  day  after,  to  hrini^  the  negroes  to 
Havana.  Being  asked  if,  in  case  the  negroes  were  present  and  Lorenxo  called,  he  would  aaswer,  as 
before  stated,  *'  Seiior,  he  replied  that  pro^bly,  as  he  then  answered  **  Sdior,"  there  is  no  reason  ^y, 
on  being  called  by  his  name,  he  should  not  giye  the  same  answer,  as  is  reasonable  to  suppose.  That 
be  belieres  the  Papers  now  shown  to  him,  numbered  from  1  to  5,  eixcepti«g  No.  2^  which  is  the  bill  of 
health,  are  the  same  as  were  taken  by  the  English  Commander,  altbo«g^  they  were  not  under  his 
dmrge,  but  more  properly  the  Captain's.  That  in  his  last  answer  he  has  declared,  that  it  is  not  his 
duty  to  know  positively  the  particulars  respecting  the  TessePs  Papers  or  others,  which  is  the  Captain's 
bosfness,  but  that  he  thinks  the  Captain  nnist  have  the  Royal  sailing  passport,  the  couAtersign,  the 
register,  &c. 

Don  Juan  Pedro  Jindnex^  Second  Mate  of  the  **  VenoedorOy**  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  that  he 
was  detained  by  an  English  brig'-^-war,  whose  name  he  does  not  know,  between  Salt  Key  and  the 
Keys  of  this  coast,  on  the  14th  instant,  in  consequence,  as  he  believes,  of  having  ^Dund  on  board  the 
*•  Vencedora'^  26  negroes,  who  were  embarked  at  Porto  Rko.  That  the  "  Vencedora''  was  from 
CadiiE,  and  did  not  touch  at  any  port  on  her  passage  to  Porto  Rico,  consequently  she  neither  landed 
nor  embarked  any  thing.  That  he  does  not  know  whether  the  negroes  speak  Spanish,  although  he 
has  heard  one  of  them  answer  Sir  (Sefior)  when  called ;  neither  can  he  be  certiun  that  those  named  in 
the  passports  are  the  same  tliat  were  on  board,  because  he  has  never  seen  their  passports,  and  that 
their  passage  was  taken  from  the  Captain,  as  a  matter  pertaining  to  him.  That  he  was  present  when 
the  negroes  came  on  board,  and  that  they  were  dressed  Hke  other  negroes  of  the  coantry.  That  he 
repeats  what  he  has  just  stated ;  and  that  if  the  English  officers  found  the  negroes  naked,  it  was  because 
they  arrived  at  nightfall,  when  they  were  going  to  sleep,  and  the  heat  obliged  them  to  take  oflT  their 
dodies.  That  the  Papers  now  shown  to  him,  numbered  from  1  to  5,  excepting  No.  2,  which  is  the 
bill  of  health,  appear  to  him  to  be  the  same  as  were  taken  by  the  Captor,  although  he  does  not  know 
ibr  certain  the  passports.  « 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 
Copies  of  the  Passports  for  Hie  Negroes  on  board  the  "  Vencedwa." 

Don  Francisco  Moreda  Prieto,  Gobernador,  Capitan-G"^,  Ac.  &c.,  en  la  Isla  de  Puerto  Rico. 
Concedo  licencia  k  Don  Ramon  Trevilla  de  este  comerclo,  para  que  pueda  remftir  k  la  Habana,  en 
el  buque  que  se  le  proporcione,  catorce  neg^s  esclavos  de  sa  propiedad  nombrados  Jos6,  AntoniOj 
Maria,  Antonia,  Manuel,  Josefa,  Miguel,  Ursula,  Nicolas,  Juana,  Mannela,  Francisca,  Jorge  y  Lo* 
masa,  que  ha  vendido  k  Don  Jos^  Antonio  Vidal  y  Pascual  de  aquel  comercio  y  vecindad. 
Puerto  Rico:  4  de  Octubre  de  1837. 

(Firm')  FRANC**-  MOREDA. 

EL  CONDE  DE  CARPEGNA. 

Otra. — Concedo  licencia  k  Don  Antonio  Torate,  para  que  pueda  remitir  &  la  Ciudad  de  la  Habana 
4os  Criados  de  su  propiedad,  nombrados  Juan  y  Antonio,  en  la  ocasion  que  se  le  proporcione.  Puerto 
Rico,  5  de  Octubre  de  1837. 

(Firm")  FRANC**-  MOREDA. 

EL  CONDE  DE  CARPEGNA. 

Otra. — Concedo  licencia  a  Don  Bartolome  Ferrer  para  que  pueda  remitir  d  la  Ciudad  de  la  Ha- 
bana diez  criados  de  su  propiedad,  nombrados  Pedro,  Antonio,  Lorenzo,  Jos^,  ESsteban,  Ramon,  Do- 
loves,  DanuLsa^  Dario  y  Gabwo,  en  la  ocasion  que  se  le  proporcione.  Puerto  Rico,  5  de  Octubre  de 
1887. 

(Firm*)  FRANC^  MOREDA. 

EL  CONDE  DE  CARPEGNA. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 


(TMislaAion.)  Cguni  Fermmdina  to  Mr.  Kennedy. 

Mt  dear  Sir  and  esteemed  Colleague  ;  October  2A^  1837. 

I  STATED  to  you  at  our  last  interview,  that  I  considered  the  schooner  *•  Veneedora^^  to  be 
wrongfully  detained,  founding  this  opinion  on  the  Bill  of  Health  from  Porto  Rico,  containing  the 
total  number  of  passengers,  to  which  class  belonged  (he  26  slaves,  provided  with  their  passports  in 
regular  order,  granted  by  the  Captain- General  of  that  Island.  Besides,  they  ahnost  all  came  wilfe 
the  documents  of  purchase,  legally  extended  in  favour  of  their  proprietors  in  the  Havana,  and  the 
commander  of  the  cruizer,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  passports,  ought  to  have  left  the  vessel  at  perfect 
Hberty,  according  to  the  3rd  Rule  of  the  4th  Article  to  the  last  Treaty,  as  he  did  not  find  in  her  equip- 
ment  any  of  the  things  mentioned  in  Article  10,  nor  could  have  any  other  jnst  motive  for  suspecting 
her  to  have  been  engaged  in  the  prohibited  traffic,  or  to  be  destined  for  it. 

The  English  Officers  declare,  that  the  Spanish  Captain  was  silent  as  to  the  existence  of  the  slaves 
until  they  were  seen  ;  but  this  circumstance,  which  the  said  captain  denies,  is  of  no  importance  v^ien 
the  Bill  of  Health  expressed  the  number  of  75  passengers;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  production  of 
the  passports  ought  at  any  time  to  have  satisfied  the  Commander  of  the  "  Ringdove." 

It  is  in  my  opinion  a  mistake  to  believe  that,  in  order  to  conduct  slaves  from  one  Spanish  port  to 
another,  the  Royal  Passport  which  was  exacted  by  the  Treaty  of  1817  is  necessary.  The  object  of 
this  passport  was  to  permit  the  Trade  in  Slaves  to  the  south  of  the  Line,  as  expressly  determined  hi 
the  Instructions  annexed  to  the  Treaty,  and  an  irrefragable  proof  that  neither  then  nor  at  present  was 
the  transfer  of  slaves,  in  the  character  of  passengers,  from  one  Spanish  port  to  another,  considered 
illicit,  is,  that  the  said  Treaty  of  1817  only  declared  illicit  the  Trade  carried  on  *'  in  Spanish  vessels 
bound  for  any  port  not  in  the  dominions  of  His  Catholic  Majesty.*' 

Whether  the  slaves  were  naked  or  not,  or  knew  the  Spanish  language  'or  not,  are  likewise  circom- 
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stances  tvhich  prove  nothing.  Both  IVeaties  estalilish  the  priviltgt  of  trmnspovting  slaves,  alwajNI 
provided  it  be  not  with  the  express  objeet  .of  the  Trade-  wkh  Afriea;  and  the  sole  inspectiom  gf  tM 
vessel,  the  small  number  of  slaves,  and  the  circumstance  of  their  having  been  alienated  in  Porto  Rico^ 
&d  not  permit  for  a  moment  to  be  doubted,  that  this  was  not  a  prohibited  case. 
jfl^Sach  are  the  grounds  which  iudnce  me  to  eonsider  improper  the  detention  of  the  schoone];  **  Ve$^ 
cedora.^^  If  you  entertain  the  same  idees,  oar  decision  might  be  drawn  up  in  the  terms  of  Uie  ac* 
oompanyhig  mmute,  otherwise,  we  wiH  respectively  give  o«r  opinions ;  in  which  case  I  reserve  the 
right  of  enlarging  upon  the  above  reasons. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  consideration,  &c. 
(Signed)  EL  CONDE  D£  FERNANDINA. 

/.  JCmncrfy,  Esq, 


Sub-Enclosure  in  No.  26. 


Minute  accomfanying  the  Conde  de  Pemandina^s  letter  ofthe2Mh  October y  1887. 

(Translation.) 

In  the  Havana  of  October  1837,  the  Conde  de  Fernandina  and  James  Kenned}^,  Esq., 

judges  of  the  Mixed  Court,  &c^  &c.,  having  considered  the  proceedings  consequent  upon  the  deten- 
tion of  the  schooner  **  Venc^dora^^  by  Her  Majesty's  cruizer  **  Ringdove,*'  &c.,  &c.,  declared,  that  it 
being  roaaiiest  from  the  docoments  foond  on  board  the  detained  vessel,  and  from  the  state  in  which 
the  vessel  was  found,  that  she  had  not  been  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  neither  that  she  was  equipped 
for  the  purpose,  as  also  that  the  Africans  whom  she  conveyed  came  in  the  quality  of  passengers,  with 
their  corresponding  passports,  that  they  ought  to  absolve,  and  in  effect  do  absolve  by  this  their  sen* 
tence,  the  said  vessel,  and  order  that  both  the  vessel  and  her  cargo,  in  the  state  in  which  they  may 
remun,  be  delivered  up  to  the  Captain  and  others  interested,  as  aho  the  slaves  to  their  owners.  That 
this  determination  be  communicated  to  His  Excellency  the  Captain-General,  in  order  that  all  the  indi- 
viduals who  are  under  detention,  pending  the  present  cause,  be  set  at  liberty,  and  that  the  proceedings 
be  regbtered. 


fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 

Mr.  Kennedy  to  Count  Fernandina. 

Cerro,  2Ath  October^  1837. 
Most  ixcsllent  Sib, 

I  ftBORBT  eioeedingly  that  on  the  first  question  that  has  come  before  us,  I  have  the  misfortune 
to  differ  from  your  Excellency,  but  I  cannot  assent  to  your  opinion  that  the  passport  referred  to  in 
Article  7  of  the  Instructions,  is  the  same  as  was  required  for  the  Slaves  Ships  tradmg  to  the  Line. 

The  Article  7  says,  **  de  un  puerto  de  las  posesiones  Espanolas  i  otro,"  and  I  do  not  recollect  any 
Spanish  possession  on  the  eoast  of  Africa. 

Nor  can  I  assent  to  your  Excellency*s  opinion,  that  though  the  negroes  had  been  but  recently  in- 
ported  from  A^ca,  yet  that  the  piqters  produced  as  passports  protected  the  parties  carrying  them  from 
oae  kknd  to  another.  In  this  case,  I  consider  and  believe  it  all  one  transaction,  the  bringing  them 
from  Afirica  to  Puerto  Rico,  and  £roin  Puerto  Rico  to  the  Havana. 

Under  tfaeee  circumstances,  I  will  take  leave  to  call  on  your  Excellency  in  the  morning,  to  enable 
ihtt  natter  to  be  bioiight  to  a  decision  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e. 
UU  Excellency  (SRgned)  J.  KENNEDY. 

The  Conde  de  Fernandina. 

ijfC*      9^.      4^6. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 
CTimaslatioB.) 

Opinion  eftkt  Spanish  Judge  in  the  Case  of  the  ''.Venoedora.** 

Considering, 

Ist. — tSbI  m  the  l^panisb  sdiooner  ^  Veneedort^*  tfatta  was  noi  found  evea  one  of  tbe  thioM 
which,  according  to  Art.  10  of  the  existing  Treaty,  could  have  legttimked  her  detention,  and  caasedlt 
to  be  presomed  that  she  vras  engaged  in,  or  destined  far,  the  Slave  Tk«de. 

tndty. — That  if  e^e  conveyed  on  boaid  96  slaves  with  their  correspondiog  passports,  it  was  in  the 
qoality  of  passengers,  indtided,  like  the  rest,  in  the  Rel  and  BiU  of  HeaUh  ;  nearly  all  of  them  bring- 
ing likewise  a  document,  in  form  of  the  Bill  of  Sale,  in  favour  of  their  respective  proprietors  in  thii 
city. 

Srdlj.— That  these  Documents  and  Ptoyoitii  peremptorily  prove  the  ctreomstaaoe,  that  the  slaves 
vrere  not  brooght  for  the  express  and  prohHiited  object  of  tbe  traffia;  Iw^  that  being  already  alienated 
in  Perto  Rfcc^  ^ey  cenie  to  join  their  awaers,  and  ta  too  small  a  Mober  to  adoait  of  other  reasoi^^ 
able  concepHoQ. 

4^.— That  the  Captain  of  the  '-  Venced^m^**  even  though  he  neglected  io  explain  to  the  officers 
of  the  BfitiBh  cmiser  **  Ringdove,*'  as  they  afirss,  that  M  of  die  passengers  wereslaves^perfiNmedhls 
duty  by  stating  the  total  number  of  75,  as  shewn  by  the  albi»rflieatioMedl  Dociwieat%  and  by  preaeni- 
inf  the  Passports  granted  by  ^  Govemment  of  Fseto  Rico. 

Mhly.— That  tbe  transfer  of  ffovcs  from  one  Spanish  port  t#  Motfher  kaa  not  been  psohibited  by 
ciflier  of  the  TVeaties,  bnton  <te  contrary,  awwteapiisuij  perawtted ;  aiaee  in  seactaiaftheir  Articles  the 
tase  is  supjxwed  in  winch  those  ftund  on  board  of  detaiaed  vasseisMghtio  he  Metoved  totheir  owners. 

<Hhly.— Ttet  tile  oidy  tldng  pointsd  'OKt  as  ra^olsite  for  such  tansiiMr  hy  ths  7th  Art.  of  the  In«- 
^triKtfcNia  aimezed  to  the  IVeiky  ef  1^7,  wae  a  Fassport  «d  Aic  inn  the  Gav^^ 
irhieh  Article  hwiwH  been  hidailsd  a  «m  pwnsiir  Iwnt wrtJensj  nwi  thBtsfiii  ii^t  to  ha  x 
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without  eflfect,  since  the  Mixed  Courts  arc  only  obliged  to  judge  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
last  Treaty,  as  expressly  directed  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  Art.  7,  and  in  the  3rd  of  Art  1,  of 
the  Regulations  of  the  said  Courts. 

7thly— That  even  admitting  the  old  Instructions  to  be  in  force,  and  the  necessity  of  the  Passport 
ad  hoc,  it  is  evident  that  the  Government  of  Porto  Rico  permitted  the  removal  of  the  slaves  in  the 
first  vessel  that  might  offer,  by  which  it  indubitably  authorised  the  schooner  "  Vencedora^'  for  the 
purpose,  without  the  possibility  of  raising  a  question  as  to  the  validity  of  the  Passports ;  since  they  were 
granted  by  the  competent  Authorities,  and  the  Treaty  contained  no  form  to  which  they  had  precisely 
to  subject  themselves. 

Sthly.— -That  even  supposing,  contrary  to  what  appears  in  the  Documents,  that  this  Passport  was 
wanting,  its  simple  absence  could  never  convert  into  illicit  traffic  the  mere  transfer  of  slaves  from  one 
Spanish  port  to  another,  without  this  requisite;  and  when  the  most  that  could  be  said  upon  this 
hypothesis  is,  that  the  slaves  ought  to  be  returned  to  the  port  from  whence  they  came,  as  improperly 
exported. 

9thly. — Considering  lastly,  that  the  clothing  used  by  the  slaves  during  their  passage,  and  their 
greater  or  lesser  instruction  in  the  Spanish  tongue,  are  circumstances  not  pointed  out  in  the  Treaty, 
as  inducing  reasonable  suspicion,  and  cannot  consequently  establish  a  charge  against  the  detained 
vessel. 

For  all  the  above  reasons  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  schooner  "  Vencedora''  ought  to  be  absolved  on 
every  point,  and  restored,  together  with  her  cargo,  to  the  Captain  and  others  interested,  deliveriBg  op 
the  slaves  to  their  owners,  and  communicating  this  determination  to  His  Excellency  the  Captain- 
General  ;  in  order  that  all  the  individuals,  who  have  suffered  detention  in  consequence  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, be  immediately  set  at  liberty. 

Havana,  2bth  October,  1837. 


Seventh  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 

Opinion  of  Her  Majesty^  Judge  in  the  Case  of  the  "  Vencedora," 

The  Spanish  schooner  *'  Vencedora^*  from  Cadiz  and  Porto  Rico  to  the  Havana,  having  on 
board  49  Spanish  passengers  and  26  negroes,  was  detained  on  the  14th  of  October  instant,  in  about 
latitude  23**  2'^  N.,  longitude  80°  58'  W^  by  Her  Majesty's  sloop  *'  Ringdove,"  Captain  Nixon,  for 
having  the  said  negroes  on  board,  and  not  being  provided  with  such  a  passport  as  is  required  by 
Art.  VII.  of  the  Instructions  in  the  Treaty  of  1817. 

The  evidence  of  the  English  officers  (denied,  however,  by  the  Spaniards),  showed,  that,  upon  the 
discovery  being  made  of  the  negroes  on  board,  and  not  till  then,  three  passports,  or  licenses,  were 
produced  from  the  Grovernment  of  Porto  Rico,  authorising  certain  persons  to  remove,  in  one  passport, 
14  slaves;  in  the  other  two  passports,  12  (criados,  or)  servants,  ^*by  any  vessel  or  opportunity  they 
pleased,  or  that  offered — (que  se  le  proporcione).  The  evidence  also  showed,  that  on  the  ship's 
•*  rol,'*  or  rather  that  part  which  we  should  call  the  Custom  House  clearance,  at  Porto  Rico,  though 
49  passengers  are  noted,  answering  to  the  number  of  white  passengers  on  board,  no  reference  what- 
ever is  made  to  the  26  negroes  !  while,  on  the  Bill  of  Health,  the  number  of  passengen  is  stated  ta 
be  75,  which  is  the  exact  number  of  the  Spanish  passengers  and  negroes  together  ^on  board. 

I  do  not  think  that  either  the  Custom  House  clearance  or  the  Bill  of  Health  can  possibly  be  said 
to  answer  to  the  character  of  passports  granted  by  the  Government.  If  either,  it  would  be  the  former, 
virhich  is  defective  with  regard  to  the  negroes,  rather  than  the  latter,  which  is  given  as  a  matter  of 
course,  by  the  Captain  of  the  Port,  and,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that,  if  fraud  were  intended,  it  would 
certainly  be  practised  with  the  former  rather  than  with  the  latter.  The  question  here,  therefore, 
appears  to  be  whether  these  passports,  giving  a  licence  to  certain  persons  to  remove  certain  negroes 
in  so  very  indefinite  a  manner,  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  what  is  required  by  the  Article  VII.  of  the  In* 
structions  referred  to. 

I  think  they  are  not  sufficient,  believing  that,  according. to  the  treaty,  it  is  not  only  necessary,  in  the 
removal  of  slaves,  to  have  passports  for  them  respectively,  as  with  other  persons,  but  that  it  is  also 
necessary  for  the  vessel  itself  to  be  provided  with  a  special  passport  for  them,  to  render  the  convey- 
ance of  them  lawful. 

No  words  can  be  clearer  than  those  of  the  Vllth  Article,  which  are  comprised  in  about  two  lines— 
viz.,  ^*  No  conveyance  of  slaves  from  one  port  in  the  Spanish  possessions  to  another,  shall  take  place, 
except  in  vessels  provided  with  passports  from  the  Government  on  the  spot,  ad  hoc,**  I  would  note 
that,  in  the  Spanish  version  of  the  Treaty  is  to  be  found  a  word  not  given  m  the  English,  "  exp&- 
didas"  (expedidas  ad  hoc) ;  a  word,  I  conceive,  of  no  small  import  in  the  consideration  of  the  present 
question,  as  strengthening  my  argument. 

Whether  it  has  been  the  practice  to  give  vessels  such  passports  or  not  does  not  alter  the  question* 
No  neglect  of  the  stipulation  can  affect  its  validity,  and  it  may  be  that  no  vessels  have  been  engaged 
in  so  removing  slaves  from  one  Spanish  ]K)rt  to  another,  of  late  years,  so  as  to  render  such  passport^ 
necessary. 

But  a  suggestion  has  been  made,  that  the  stipulation  refers  only  to  vessels  having  slaves  on  board 
as  a  cargo.  Supposing  this  were  so,  though  I  do  not  assent  to  it,  what  stronger  instance  can  be 
fotrnd  than  this  of  a  vessel  carrying  slaves  as  a  cargo,  where  the  slaves,  as  is  proved  by  all  the  evi- 
dence, cannot  speak  a  word  of  Spanish,  and  know  not  even  the  names  assigned  them,  who  are  not 
attended  by  either  owner  or  agent,  and  of  whom  some  even  appear  by  the  produced  passports  to  be 
consigned  to  a  merchant  at  Havana?  But  I  cannot  find  one  word  in  the  article  giving  it  so  limited  a 
character,  nor  is  it  likely  that  cargoes  of  slaves  should  be  brought  from  one  port  in  the  Spanish  pos- 
sessions to  another,  unless  they  had  first  been  recently  imported  from  Africa,  and  were  sought  to  be 
removed  by  wholesale ;  which  contingency  requires  discussion  hereafter.  I  cannot,  therefore,  give 
this  article  any  so  limited  an  interpretation.  My  opinion,  on  the  contrary,  is,  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  two  Contracting  Powers  to  guard  against  the  occurrence  of  ships  coming  from  Africa,  which 
had  succeeded  in  landing  their  slaves  in  one  place,  procuring  them  to  be  removied  to  another  more 
convenient,  either  in  instalments  or  in  cargo.  For  if  this  practice  were  allowed,  ships  landing  their 
slaves  at  Porto  Rico,  to  escape  firom  the  cruizers,  and  maldng  that  island  a  depdt,  for  which  its 
sitnation  for  this  illicit  traffic  is  so  well  suited,  might  smuggle  them  afterwards  into  the  Havana,  as 
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opportunities  offered,  by  the  coasting^  or  other  vestels,  with  still  grater  impanity  than  they  already 
have  done. 

In  fact,  I  believe  the  Article  had  in  view  the  very  case  now  before  the  Court,  where  it  is  proved  by 
the  evidence,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  negroes  have  very  recently  been  brought  from  Africa,  not  only 
by  their  being  in  a  state  of  nudity  and  emaciation,  and  by  having  their  heads  shaved  in  the  manner  of 
newly  impoited  Africans,  but  more  so  by  their  ignorance  of  the  Spanish  language,  or  even  of  the 
names  assigned  them  in  the  passports,  which  two  last  mentioned  facts  were  acknowledged  even  by  the 
master  and  two  mates  of  the  detained  vessel. 

But  the  Conde  de  Femandina  advances  an  opinion,  that  even  though  they  have  been  recently  and 
illicitly  brought  from  Africa,  yet,  that  having  been  sold  in  Porto  Rico  and  sent  thence  to  Havana, 
under  the  protection  of  these  passports,  the  English  sloop  of  war  had  no  right  to  detain  the  vessel,  and 
that  neither  have  we  the  power  to  condemn  it.  I  differ  from  this  opinion  also.  Had  the  slaves  been 
any  length  of  time  in  Porto  Rico  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  pronounce  the  same  judgment ;  but, 
in  this  case,  where  it  is  evident  that  they  have  been  very  recently  imported,  I  consider  the  bringing  of 
them  from  Africa  to  Porto  Rico,  and  from  Porto  Rico  to  the  Havana,  as  all  one  and  the  same  trans* 
action,  notwithstanding  the  passports  manufactured  to  put  a  false  character  upon  their  importa- 
tion. I  consider,  therefore,  tlmt  if  the  bringing  them  from  Africa  to  Porto  Rico  was  unlawful,  the 
bringing  them  from  Porto  Rico  to  the  Havana  is  unlawful  also.  I  consider,  upon  the  same  principle, 
that  though  the  British  officers  could  have  had  no  authority  to  seize  them  while  in  any  Spanish  pos- 
session, yet,  that  as  soon  as  they  were  agsiin  on  the  open  sea,  they  came  within  the  operation  of  that 
power  given  by  the  Treaties  to  the  cruiisers  of  both  nations,  to  take  all  vessels  engaged  in  promoting 
the  traffic. 

Seeing  then,  hat  no  such  passport  has  been  produced  as  is  required  by  the  Treaty,  and  that  the 
negroes  found  on  board  have  been  very  recently,  and  therefore  illicitly,  imported  from  Africa.  Seeing 
also  that  the  Captain  of  the  *'  Vencedora'*  is  the  owner  of  that  vessel,  and  that  he  was  fully  conscious 
of  the  illegality  of  his  proceedings,  as  was  manifested  by  his  concealing  the  slaves,  or  not  acknow- 
ledging he  had  them  on  board,  or  showing  the  passports  till  the  discovery  was  made  by  the  British 
officers,  I  cannot  come  to  any  other  decision  than  that  the  vessel  was  rightly  and  lawfully  detained  f 
and  that  it  must,  therefore,  be  condemned  and  the  slaves  liberated.  My  opinion  also  is,  with  regard 
4o  the  Treaty  of  1835,  that  the  case  comes  within  the  6th  Article  of  the  Regulations,  rather  than  the 
12th  Artide  of  the  Treaty ;  and  th^t  the  schooner  •*  Vencedord*^  and  cargo  must  therefore  be  sold  for 
the  profit  of  the  two  Governments. 

(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

6th  November,  1837. 


Eighth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 

^anslation.)  Sentence  in  the  Case  of  the  *'  Vencedora." 

In  the  Always  Most  Fiuthful  City  of  Havana,  on  the  11th  day  of  November,  1837,  His  Ex«^ 
cellency  the  Conde  de  Femandina,  Grandee  of  Spain,  &c.  &c.,  and  James  Kennedy,  Esquire,  the 
Spanish  and  Brittsh  Judges  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  established  in  this  City  for  the  prevention 
of  the  trade  in  slaves,  together  with  His  Excellency  Don  Juan  Montalvo  y  O'Farrill,  &c.  &c.,  the 
Spanish  Arbitrator  of  the  said  Court,  who  was  drawn  by  lot  in  conformity  with  the  Treaty,  having 
examined  the  proceedings  consequent  upon  the  detention  of  the  polacra  schooner  ^'  Vencedora^*  Don 
Antonio  Lloret,  Master,  by  the  English  brig-of-war  **  Ringdove,"  Horatio  Slopford  Nixon,  Com- 
mander, in  latitude  23^  23^  N.  aud  longitude  80"^  58^  W.,  with  a  cargo  of  produce  (frutos)  and  26 
negroes  from  Porto  Rico,  and  with  other  effects,  which  being  examined  by  the  Captor  he  found  the 
MuBter-roll,  the  Passports  of  the  passengers  and  negroes,  as  also  the  Certificate  from  the  Municipal 
Board  of  Health  at  Porto  Rico,  which  is  annexed  to  the  proceedings,  and  taking  into  consideration 
all  this  Evidence,  on  which  the  investigation  of  the  Case  was  submitted  to  the  Mixed  Court,  according 
to  Art  4.  of  Annex.  B,  and  conducted  in  the  order  therein  expressed  \  and  the  said  Judges  having  met 
to  pronounce  definitively  as  to  the  legality  or  nullity  of  the  capture,  and  disagreeing  thereon,  lots 
were  drawn  for  a  third,  which  nomination  fell  upon  His  Excellency  Don  Juan  Montalvo,  to  whom  the 
proceedings,  together  with  the  opinions  of  the  Judges,  which  are  inserted  at  pages  78  and  86  were 
referred,  and  having  carefully  considered  them,  together  with  the  other  circumstances  referred  to,  His 
ExeeUency  stated  that  he  repeettsd  the  same  determination  as  His  Excellency  the  Conde  de  Femandina^ 
to  whose  opinion,  which  is  that  at  page  78,  he  adheres  entirely ;  and  which  will  be  Md  as  the  defini-^ 
tive  Sentence  given  in  the  case  of  the  "  Vencedora,^*  according  to  the  termination  of  the  7th  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  the  28th  June,  1835,  which,  being  the  latest,  is  that  which  governs.  It  must  be  noted 
that  during  this  meeting  and  after  determining  upon  the  principal  points,  a  conference  was  likewise  - 
held  upon  the  communication  of  Commander  Nixon,  at  pages  73  and  75,  which  was  forwarded  by 
Mr.  Kennedy,  in  his  official  letter  at  page  70. 

Whereupon,  after  having  again  considered  the  antecedents  upon  which  the  Sentence  was  founded, 
which  the  said  Mr.  Kennedy  dilated  upon  verbally,  and  His  Excellency  the  Conde  de  Femandina  in 
a  Letter  comprised  of  6  Articles,  and  the  Judges  disagreeing  in  their  opinion.  His  Excellency  the 
Arbitrator  stated  that  the  definitive  Sentence  being  pronounced,  there  ought  to  be  no  alteration  made 
as  to  its  fulfilment  and  execution,  according  to  the  said  Article  7,  as  otherwise  delays  would  be  occa- 
sbned  which  by  the  Tieaty  are  to  be  avoided  by  all  means,  and  whatever  else  is  set  forth  in  the  said 
Letter  of  His  Excellency  the  Conde  de  Femandina,  whk:h  he  likewise  adopts  in  this  particular  case« 
And  by  this  their  Sentence  definitively  pronounced,  thus  the  Judges  and  Arbitrator  signed  and  ordered 
in  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  who  certifies,  as  also  that  the  costs  are  to  be  defrayed  according  aa 
the  Treaty  directs. 

(Signed)        EL  CONDE  DE  FERNANDINA. 

J.  KENNEDY. 

JUAN  MONTALVO. 
(Signed)        LITIS  PAYNE,  as  Interpreter  of  the  Government 
JUAN  FRANCISCO  CASCALES,  Secretary. 
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Ninth  Enclosure  in  No.  36. 

Commander  Nixon  to  Her  Mafesi^*s  Commissioners, 

S2nd  October,  1637. 
(S«e  Endosure  No.  1  ia  No.  25.) 


Tenth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 
Gotnmander  Nixon  to  Her  Majesty^ s  Commissioners. 

Her  Mo^sty's  Ship  «  Ringdove,"  Havana,  October  2A{k,  1837. 

Singe  my  Letter  to  you  of  the  22ad  inataiit,  I  have  received  further  inlbrmatioii  r€lative  to  the 
'^  Vencedora^"  which  eKhibibi  a  new  case  of  barbarity  never  surpassed  in  the  annals  of  this  atrocioai 
tnffic. 

In  my  former  Letter  I  told  you  of  a  black  woman»  speakikig  English,  having  been  informed  by  tht 
negroes  they  were  direct  (about  2  moons)  from  Africa,  and  knowing  that  the  ^'  Vencedora**  was  fironi 
€8^12,  J  took  for  granted  they  had  been  purchased  at  Porto  Rico  and  sent  on  liere ;  but  on  questioning 
the  negroes  since,  they  all  declared  most  solemnly,  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  they  had  never 
b^n  in  another  vessel,  and  swore  to  it,  aAer  the  custom  of  their  own  country.  Never  conceiving  Uie 
utter  barbarity  of  their  having  been  shipped  at  the  Rio  Congo,  taken  round  by  Cadiz,  and  concealed 
below  while  there  and  the  whole  passage,  I  confess  I  thought  they  were  in  some  ern>r»  but  I  have 
akice  ascertained  they  were  correct,  and  that  the  ''  Vencedora^** 

Ist  H«d  3  iron  c(^)pers  between  Cadiz  and  Porto  Rico,  and  that  they  were  there  sent  on  sihore  and 
the  present  ones  supplied ; 

2nd.  That  quantities  of  Rice  and  Indian  Corn  were  daily  cooked  on  the  passage  to  Porto  Rico  ; 

Srd.  That  ^  foremast  passengers  were  prohibited  gmng  below  until  they  arrived  at  Porto  Rico^ 
and  that  when  any  individttal  wanted  a  change  o€  linen,  one  of  the  saibrs  went  belew  to  precure  iL 

4th.  That  when  the  '*  Vencedora**  arrived  at  Porto  Rico  the  passengers  landed  to  buy  pvovisioBS 
and  tteeessartes^  and  on  returning  on  board  they  found  negroes  on  deck,  and  were  told  by  the  people 
of  the  vessel  that  the  negroes  were  brought  from  on  shore  for  a  passage  to  Havana,  that  ^be  widte 
passengers  remonstrated  with  the  Captain  on  the  impropriety  of  embarking  slaves,  to  which  he  replied 
that  they  might  do  as  they  pleased,  but  that  he  should  persist  tn  carrying  them  to  Havana. 

5th.  That  between  Cadiz  and  Porto  Rico  the  passengers  were  daily  sensible  of  disagreeable  smells 
from  below,  and  that  on  their  arrival  at  Porto  Rico  a  number  of  earthenware  jars  (such  as  might  be 
used  for  necessary  purposes  for  persons  concealed  between  decks)  were  sent  out  of  the  ship. 

From  the  above  circumstances,  and  the  steady  unvaried  declaration  of  the  negroes,  however  appal- 
Ihig  Um  &cti  I  believe  the  *^  Vemedora**  shipped  a  cargo  of  slaves  at  Rio  Congo,  took  tbem  round 
by  Cadi%  tkeaeete  Porto  Rico,  where  the  ethers  were  disposed  of;  got  the  illegal  passports  (wl 
believe)  from  the  iiovenior  of  Porto  Rico,  ibr  the  26  negroes  Mr.  Shepherd -found  conoeafed  bdkMV, 
and  whi<^  caused  me  to  detain  Uie  **  Vencedora**  I  have,  therefore,  to  reiterate  my  request  ibr  the 
IMPodnction  of  <the  log,  end  the  strict  ezanunatien  <^  the  vessel,  her  cargo,  and  crew,  and  the  negroes, 

I  have,  Jbe* 
(Signed)  H.  8TOPFORD  NIKON. 


£le¥6BUi  Ekido6Uj:e  in  No.  ^. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Comimander  Jfixon. 

dath  Oetober.  1837. 
(See  £nelesnp^  No.  4  in  No.  25.) 


Twelfth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 
Mr.  Kennedy  to  Cownt  Femandina. 


Certo,  «5!A  tktdber,  IWT. 


Most  fiiocLLmt  Stit, 

I  HAVB  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  %  Copy  of  a  Letter  tecehred  t>ds  morning  from  Captdn  ISixon, 
of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  **  Ringdove,"  detailing  infbrmation  of  such  a  natnie,  ^at  I  am  mm 
yoor  Excellency 'Win  agm  with  me  in  the  propriety  of  the  Mixed  Coort  of  Jostioe  meeting  again,  for 
the  fhr&er  consideration  of  the  case  of  the  *^  Verkcedorar 

Waiting  yonr  pleasare  on  the  striject, 

I  have  the  hononr  to  fcie,  ftc, 

<Signcd)  J.  KENNEDY. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Conde  de  femcmdinay 
ijrc.  d^e.  4*0. 


Tfairtoenth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 


(Translation.)  Comd  Femandina  to  Mr.  Kennedy. 

SiR>  Hma$Hk^  October  2Sih^  1837. 

On  consideration  of  the  new  Cemnranioalion  of  Oaptatn  Ifinon,  which  you  were  ^pleased  to 
transmit  to  me  in  your  official  Note  of  the  25th  instant,  I  fully  agree  that  the  Mixed  Court  ought  to 
meet  again,  to  determine  on  what  is  necessufy ;  nnd,  as  In  the  present  case,  His  Excellency  Don  Juan 
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Hontalvo  is  an  integ^ral  part  of  the  Court,  in  consequence  of  the  diflference  of  our  opinions,  we  will 
thoeiUre  meet  again,  as  soon  as  His  Excellency,  when  acquainted  with  the  proceedings,  shall  give 
notice  that  he  is  ready  (o  confer  on  the  question  at  issue. 

God  presenre  you  many  years, 

Jame$KmHe(fy,  E$q.  (Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  FEBNANDINA. 

4rc.    Sf<i.   Sfc. 


Fourteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 


Mr,  Kennecfy  to  Couat  Fernandina. 

Most  Ekcbllbnt  Sib,  €erra^  3rd  November,  1^37. 

With  reference  to  your  Note  of  the  28th  October,  on  the  subject  of  taking  into  consideration 
the  further  evidence  to  be  had  respecting  the  voyage  and  equipments  of  the  *^  Vencedora"  I  beg  ta 
acquaint  your  Excellency  that  I  am  now  prepared  to  attend  the  Court,  whenever  it  may  please  your 
Excellency  to  appoint. 

With  regard,  however,  to  that  part  of  the  Note  in  which  your  Excellency  seems  to  express  ap 
opinion  that  Don  Juan  Montalvo  is  now  an  essential  Member  of  the  Court,  I  must  beg  to  express  my 
decided  dissent. 

His  Excellency  Don  Juan  Montalvo  was  drawn  as  Arbitrator,  upon  our  disagreeing  as  to  the  Sen- 
tence to  be  passed,  to  arbitrate  up<Hi  (he  evidence  already  received,  and  that  only,  and  I  cannot,  upon 
any  consideration,  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  he  is  empowered  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  any  other 
(^estions  than  those  on  which  we  disagreed.  On  the  contrary,  I  consider  that  if,  unfortunately, 
other  subjects  of  difference  should  arise,  it  would  be  our  duty  to  draw  the  lots  again  to  decide  whi^ 
of  4he  two  Arbitrators  ^ould  be  called  upon. 

I  have,  &c 
JSis  Excellency  the  Conde  de  Fernandina,  (Signed)  J.  KHINNEJ>Y. 

4rc.  4^c.  ijrc. 


Fifteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 
(^IraBsdatioB.)  Count  Fernandina  to  Mr.  Kennedy. 

Sm,  Havana,  4ih  JVotwmbcr,  1837. 

In  reply  to  yoor  oflScial  Note  dated  yesterday,  which  I  have  jtwt  received,  I  love  to  inform 
you  that  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  schooner  "  Vencedora  "  must,  in  due  course, 
be  v^erred  to  the  Arbitrator  drawn  by  lot ;  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  nomination  of  the  said  gen- 
tleman is  co*extensive  with  the  totality  of  the  Case.  In  effect  such  is  the  evident  spirit  of  the  Regu- 
lation for  the  Mixed  Courts  inserted  in  the  Treaty,  without,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  indreating 
therein  the  necessity  of  repeating  the  drawing  of  lots  on  each  one  of  the  points  of  doubt  that  may 
occur.  But,  setting  aside  for  the  present  this  difficulty,  that  which  does  not  admit  of  a  douU  is,  that 
neither  you  nor  I  have  the  power  of  depriving  His  Excellency  Don  Juan  Montalvo  of  the  right  he  has 
acquired  of  sitting  with  us  on  the  Case;  and  as  soon  as  his  Excellency  shall  have  exercised  this  right, 
an  farther  discussion  will  probably  be  naekiss.  Tbertfora^  whenever  his  Excellency  shall  make  known 
that  he  is  ready  to  confer,  I  will  give  you  timely  notice,  in  order  that  we  may  meet  again. 

God  preserve  you  many  years, 
Jmme9  Kenmsdy,  Esq.  (Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  FE&NAkoiNA. 

ife,    Sfe.    Sfc. 


i^xteenth  Enelosore  in  No.  26. 
Or.  Kemuedy  fo  Ckmnt  FeatmmmditM. 
Most  Excellent  Sir,  Haoana,  Uih  November,  1887. 

The  Judgment  of  the  Mixed  Court  halving  now  been  pronounced  en  the  Case  as  Jt  was  tm- 
gindBy -presented  before  us,  I  have  now  formally  to  request  your  Excelleflcy  to  appoint  immedtatelT 
another  meeting,  to  comdder  the  additiofial  evidence  which  has  been  offered  on  the  part  of  the  Captor 
or  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  place  the  reasons  you  before  gave  ini«ftBfng  it^n^ic  «e  -of 
proceedings. 

Should  your  Excellency  persist  in .  this  refusal,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  call  for  the  decision  of  the 
Arbitrator,  though  I  trust  your  Excellency,  on  further  consideration,  will  render  this  unnecessary. 

The  Mixed  Court  is  a  Court  without  appeal,  unfettered  by  forms,  and  possessing  extraoTdinary 
powers  for  the  effectual  prosecution  of  traffickers  in  slaves,  and  1  feel  assured,  that  the  utmost  indiffw 
nation  will  be  excited  in  both  the  Courts  of  Spain  and  England,  if  the  foUest  inquhy  be  not  allowedL 

The  charge  against  the  "  Vencedora*'  is  undoubtedly  the  most  deserving  i>f  inqmry,  as  the  crime 
alleged  is  the  most  atrocious  ever  y^  brought  before  the  Court,  and  it  is,  m  my  opinion,  due  to  all 
parties  to  have  the  follest  investigation. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  the  Conde  de  Fernandina^  (Signed)  J.  KENNEDY 

4'c.  Sfc,  §-c.  " 


Seventeenth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 

(Translation.)  Count  Fernandina  to  Mr.  Kennedy. 

^"*      _•     ,     _,     .  ,.,j     .,  ..    ^      ,  HaMina,lbthNovefnher,\QZ7. 

,  In  the  Conference  held  wUh  his  Excellency  Don  Juan  Montalvo  on  the  11th  instant,  the  only 
question  touching  the  Mixed  Court  was  definitively  resolved,  by  absolving  the  schooner  "  Vencedora  " 
in  an  iwrevoc^e  man«Ber ;  and,  moreover,  it  was  declared  that  there  was  no  ground  ibr  any  iaao- 
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Tation,  in  consequence  of  the  last  communication  of  the  Commander  of  the  "Ringdove,"  which  was 
taken  into  consideration.  It  is  thus  stated  in  Ihe  proceedings,  as  you  may  remember,  and  can  see  by 
application  to  the  Secretary's  Office;  so  that  all  you  express  in  your  official  Letter  of  the  11th  in- 
stant is  already  done.  According  to  the  4th  Article  of  the  Regulations  annexed  to  the  Treaty,  the 
Resolution  adopted,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Arbitrator,  is  final ;  and  would  fiul  to  be  without  appeal, 
if,  by  any  circumstanc<?,  it  could  remain  without  effect ;  more  particularly  after  its  publication  and 
communication  to  his  Excellency  the  Captain-GK»neral,  for  tli€  purpose  of  liberating  the  individuals 
who  were  in  custody.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  if  you  insist  in  your  opinion,  contrary  to  that  of  the 
Arbitrator  and  my  own,  it  cannot  influence  the  proceedings,  and  that  the  Court  has  no  other  powen 
than  to  carry  into  effect  what  is  determined  on.  Our  authority  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  persecute, 
but  to  judge  ;  it  has  a  limit,  which  is  not  a  form,  in  the  act  of  having  sentenced  without  appeal,  and 
vire  cannot  open  anew  a  question  already  decided  ;  which  I  state  to  you  in  reply  to  your  said  offieitti 
letter. 

'God  preserve  you  many  years, 
James  Kemtdy,  Esq.  (Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  FERNANDINA, 

4'c.    Sfc,     S^'c, 


Eighteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 
(Translation.)  Count  Fernandina  to  Mr,  Kennedy* 

Sir,  Havana^  Wtk  November^  1837. 

In  the  9th  paragraph  of  your  opinion  of  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  schoolier 
**  Vencedora^^'  I  observe  that  you  refute,  as  an  opinion  of  mine,  the  doctrine  that  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  cruizer  lacked  the  power  to  detain  the  vessel  conveying  slaves,  even  though  they  were 
introduced  into  Porto  Rico  illicitly  aod  recently,  supposing  this  to  be  the  case  in  the  present  instance. 
I  do  not  recollect  having  sustained  this  doctrine  eiiher  byword  or  writing.  Perhaps  some  want  of 
explanation  on  my  part  has  led  you  into  this  mistake  ;  and  although  it  is  not  essential  in  the  present 
affair,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  make  it  known  to  you  for  your  information,  and  in  order  that  at  no 
time  my  opinion  may  appear  to  be  anticipated,  whatever  it  may  be,  upon  a  case  which  I  believe  is  not 
before  us. 

For  the  present  question  it  sufficed  for  me  to  consider,  that  the  Treaty  of  1817  is  not  directed  to  be 
observed  by  the  Mixed  Courts  in  that  qf  1835,  and  that  the  26  slaves  came  included  in  the  Roll  from 
Porto  Rico,  since  in  effect  it  is  therein  stated,  that  at  diat  place  4  of  the  29  passengers  from  Cadiz 
were  landed,  and  50  more  embarked,  not  49,  so  that  the  entire  number  of  passengers  was  always  7^. 

God  preserve  you  many  years, 

(Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  FERNANDINA. 

To  James  Kennedy,  Esq. . 


Nineteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 
Mr.  Kennedy  to  Count  Fernandina, 

Most  excellent  Sir,  Havana^  I7th  November^  1837. 

After  the  refusal  by  the  majority  of  the  Court  to  allow  an  investigation  of  the  additional 
evidence  and  further  charge,  offered  by  the  commander  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  *'  Ringdove^" 
ag  ainst  the  schooner  *^  Vencedora^^^  I  should  not  have  written  again  on  the  subject^  but  for  •  tl^ 
Declaration  in  your  Letter  of  the  11th  instant,  that  I  had  mistaken  your  Excellency  on  a  part  of  the 
case  which  in  my  opinion  was  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  question,  before  us.  On  this  question, 
therefore,  as  it  appears  to  me  highly  important  that  no  mistake  should  exist,  I  think  it  due  to  your 
Excellency,  and  also  more. especially  to  myself,  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  I  so  represented  your 
opinion. 

I  certainly  understood  your  Excellency,  not  only  at  the  first  conference,  when  together  alone,  but 
also  afterwards  at  the  second  conference,  to  repeat  the  opinion,  which  I  understood  was  assented  to 
by  His  Excellency  Don  Juan.Montalvo,  that  the  case  of  negroes  recently  brought  from  Africa  into 
Porto  Rico,  and  sent  thence  to  the  Havana,  under  the  protection  of  a  Passport,  was  not  provided 
against  by  the  Treaty,  and  that  an  additional  Clause,  therefore,  must  be  added  hereafter,  if  it  should 
be  required  to  take  them  out  of  the  protection  of  such  Passport,  so  as  to  empower  the  Cruizers  to 
detain  them. 

In  this  understanding  of  your  opinion  I  was  confirmed  by  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  24th 
October,  in  these  words :  **  Si  los  esclavos  estaban  6  no  desnudos,  y  sabian  6  no  el  idioma  Castellano, 
son  tambien  circumstancias  que  nada  prueven.''  And  again,  in  your  Excellency's  judgment,  dated 
25th  October,  but  which  J  did  not  see  till  the  9th  November,  *^  Considerando  por  ultimo,  que  los 
vestidos  de  que  usasen  los  esclavos  durante  la  navigacion,  y  su  mayor  6  menor  instniccion  en  el  idioma 
Castellano,  son  circumstancias  no  previstas  enelTratado  p«  inducir  justasospecha,  y  no  pueden  p'  con- 
siguiente  fundar  un  cargo  contra  la  embarcacion  detendida."  These  words  your  Excellency  repeated 
at  both  these  conferences,  and  I  then  stated,  that  1  considered  these  circumstances  as  proving  every- 
thing against  the  detained  vessel,  and  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  have  them  inserted  in  the  Treaty  for 
our  guidance.  I  stated  that  I  considered  the  question  of  the  defective  Passport  as  of  minor  consequence^ 
inasmuch  as  that  defect  might  have  existed,  without  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  captain 
to  commit  a  fraud  upon  the  two  Governments,  but.  that  the  state  in  which  the  slaves  were  found,  and 
their  ignorance  of  the  Spanish  language,  or  even  of  their  pretended  names,  satisfactorily  proved  tl^y 
had  been  recently,  and  therefore  illicitly,  brought  from  Africa,  and  so  placed  it  within  the  power  (^ 
the  Cruizers  to  detain  the  vessel  conveying  them. 

As  your  Excellency  now  admits  that  slaves  brought  thus  recently,  and  therefore  illicitly,  from  Africa, 
may  be  detained  by  the  Cruizers,  I  confess  I  cannot  understand  how  this  acknowledgment  can  be 
reconciled  with  the  judgment  of  the  majority  of  the  Court.  Here  are  slaves,  beyond  all  doubt 
recently  brought  from  Africa, — ^here  is  a  palpaUe  fraud  attempted  to  be  practised  upon  the  Spanish 
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Gwemment  bv  colourable  Passports ;    your  Excellency  admits  they  may  justly  in  such  case  be 
detained  by  the  Cruizers,  and  yet  the  vessel  so  bringing  them  is  freely  discharged  by  the  decision  of 

the  Court!  .    .     ,r  i. 

So  much  upon  the  first  aspect  of  the  case,  sufficiently  deser\ing  of  punishment  in  itself,  but  pre- 
sentiii^  no  feature  of  peculiar  iniquity.  The  second  charge,  however,  is  quite  of  another  and  almost 
incredible  character  for  atrocity,  namely,  that  of  having  actually  come  from  the  coast  of  Africa  with 
the  slaves  on  board,  hv  way  of  Cadiz,  and  having  them  confined  most  miserably  from  the  view  of  the 
passengers  taken  on  board  at  Cadiz,  under  cu-cumstances  most  appalling,  considering  at  what  sacrifice 
it  must  have  been  of  human  suifering  and  human  life ! 

Your  Excellency  says  it  is  our  duty  not  to  persecute  but  to  judge.  I  trust  it  is  as  far  from  my 
inclination  to  i)erseculc.  as  I  am  sure  it  is  from  your  Excellency's  to  screen  any  one  engaged  in  this 
trafiic ;  but  my  ideas  of  duly  are,  that  we  should  investigate  ever^'  case  to  the  utmost,  where  there  is 
any  reasonable  suspicion  of  the  parlies  being  illicitly  engaged  in  it. 

In  this  case  I  cannot  doubt  it  will  be  unhesitatingly  believed  that  the  new  charge  against  the  **  Ven- 
cedora'*  was  well  founded,  and  the  parties  therefore  justly  deserved  the  severest  punishment.  If  the 
charge  is  not  just,  they  are  unfortunate  in  not  being  allowed  to  clear  up  the  imputation  against  them, 
which  I  must  again  npeat  I  consider  as  the  gravest  ever  offered  to  the  attention  of  the  Court,  and 
therefore  deserving  of  its  most  serious  consideration. 

There  is  one  other  pjart  of  your  Excellency's  letter  requiring  remark,  wherein  your  Excellency  denies 
the  validity  of  the  first  Treaty,  by  reason  of  its  l)eing  superseded  by  the  second.  This  opinion,  now 
advanced  for  the  first  time,  is  so  contrary  to  that  held  by  the  (loverument  of  Her  Britannic  M^esty, 
that  I  would  suggest  to  your  Excellency  the  advisability  of  applying  fur  instructions  from  the  Govern- 
ment at  Madrid  respecting  it.  Every  reasonable  consideration,  on  the  contrary,  that  can  be  given  to 
the  subject,  appears  to  us  to  shew  that  the  first  Treaty  is  in  as  full  force  as  the  second,  except  where 
expressly  altered,  and  that  the  second  was  only  intended  to  strengthen  the  first.  As  other  qnestions 
of  the  same  nature  may  hereafter  arise  in  dispute,  I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  decidedly  to  assert 
the  continuance  in  full  power  and  efficacy  of  the  Treaty  of  1817,  except  where  it  Is  inconastent  whh 
the  Provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  1835,  though  desirous  of  avoiding  every  subject  of  debate. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Conde  de  Femandiiia,  (Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

Sfc.  4-c.  8^. 


Twentieth  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 
(Translation.) 

OpMan  cf  the  Conde  de  Femandina  respecting  Commander  Nixon*s  Communication  of  the  24th 

October,  1837. 

Havana,  lllh  November,  1887. 
Thb  last  Communication  made  by  the  Commander  of  the  English  Cruizer,  can  in  no  wise 
alter  the  resolution  which  ought  to  be  pronounced. 

Istw — ^Because  the  evidence  of  the  slaves  is  not  admissible  against  their  owners,  much  less  in  tlieir 
own  cause,  they  being  perhaps  already  advised  that  they  would  recover  their  freedom  by  declaring  in 
a  determined  manner. 

2ndly. — Because  the  proceedings  were  concluded  and  about  to  be  resolved  upon,  both  judges 
having  pronounced  their  sentence,  although  disagreeing  on  the  terms ;  and  all  the  laws  prohibit  t^, 
in  such  a  state  ofthing^s,  proofs  and  justitications  be  entered  on  anew. 

Srdly. — ^Because,  according  to  the  Treaty,  the  Courts  ought  to  judge  upon  the  examination  of  the 
Papers  of  the  Vessel  and  of  its  principal  Officers,  leaving  to  their  discretion  to  examine  also  or  not  the 
Officers  of  the  capturing  vessel,  if  they  should  consider  it  necessary  (Art.  4  of  the  Regulations.) 

4thly. — Because  the  facts  referred  toHn  the  said  communication  are  too  slightly  probable  to  admit, 
on  such  doubt,  of  the  positive  and  considerable  damage,  which  would  result  from  the  delay  of  a  length- 
ened proceeding. 

Sthly. — Because  these  facts,  even  though  they  should  acquire  a  degree  of  probability,  could  never 
influence  the  es<^ntial  question  of  the  '*  Vencedord**  having  been  legally  or  illegally  detained. 

6thly. — And  finally,  because  on  good  principles,  as  soon  as  a  judge  pronounces  his  sentence,  he  is 
deprived  of  the  power  of  innovating  in  the  case ;  and  according  to  the  before  mentioned  Regulation 
there  is  no  arbitration  for  anything  else  than  conferring  with  the  third,  and  ratifying  or  altering  the 
first,  resolution. 

(Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  FERNANDINA. 


Twenty-first  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 
(Copy.) 

Protest  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty* s  Judge,  on  the  Refusal  by  tlie  Majority  of  the  Covrt  to  entertain 
the  further  Charge*  offered  by  Captain  Niton  against  the  **  Vencedora ;"  arid  Reasons  for  dis^ 
•enting  from  the  Judgment  of  his  Excellency  tlie  Conde  de  Femandina^ 

^  Ist — Because  that,  supposing  the  accusation  to  be  well  founded  of  the  negroes  having  been  brought 
directly  from  Africa,  they  cannot  have  owners  against  whom  to  give  evidence,  and  the  evidence 
of  slaves  is  certainly  admissible,  according  to  precedent,  though,  as  in  their  own  behalf,  to  be  taken 
-with  due  caution ;  but,  on  this  principle,  the  evidence  of  the  Officers  of  detained  vessels  must  also  be 
taken  with  due  caution,  as  given  on  their  own  behalf,  under  the  strongest  bias,  the  fear  of  punishment 
With  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  the  negroes  being  advised  what  evidence  to  give,  it  is  not,  in  my 
c^inion,  for  the  Court  to  anticipate  such  a  culpable  possibility. 

2ndly. — ^The  proceedings  were  concluded  upon  a  charge  totally  and  essentially  different  from  the 
second.  The  first  amounted  only  to  fraud,  in  assisting  those  engaged  in  the  illicit  traffic,  by  bringing  fur- 
tively from  Porto  Rico  to  the  Havana  negroes  recently  brought  to  the  former  Port  from  Africa.  The 
present  accusation  is  for  an  offence  more  heinous,  that  of  having  actually  brought  the  negroes  from  the 
Coast  of  Africa  by  way  of  Cadiz,  and  having  had  them  confined  below  deck  from  the  view  of  the  passen- 
ClASS  a. — ^FURTHER  SerIES.  H 
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gers  taken  on  board  at  Cadiz,  so  as  to  occasion  necessarily  much  human  suffering  and  eveB.gi)afll 
mortality. 

8.  The  treaty  states  imperatively  that  the  Court  shall  examine  the  Papers  and  crew  of  the  detained 
Tcssel,  but  it  also  leaves  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Court  to  take  what  other  evidence  they  tlnnk 
proper ;  and  I  consider  it  our  duty  to  take  ail  we  can  procure,  and  judge  afterwards  of  the  weight  to 
be  attached  to  all  or  any  part  of  it. 

4.  No  reasonable  objection,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  made  on  the  ground  of  delay,  as  the  utmost 
oould  only  be  of  2  or  3  days. 

5.  The  corresponding  Article  of  the  opinion  of  his  Excellency  the  Conde  de  Femandina,  consists 
of  a  dictum  which  I  cannot  understand,  except  upon  the  doctrine  that  the  Passports  obtained  at 
Porto  Rico  protected  the  vessel  from  detention  under  any  circumstances ;  or  surely  if  it  was  shown 
that  the  vessel  had  actually  brought  those  negroes  from  Africa,  tliat  circumstance  could  not  have  fidled 
to  influence  the  question  whether  the  **  Vencedora^^  had  been  legally  or  illegally  detained. 

6.  The  last  objection  has  already  been  met  by  the  answer  to  the  2nd  Article,  in  addition  to  which 
it  should  be  observed,  that  the  Mixed  Court  is  not  bound  by  any  forms  or  particular  directions,  while 
their  proceedings  are  ordered  to  be  taken  as  summarily  as  possible,  evidently  that  offenders  may  not 
escape  from  an  over  great  regard  to  technicalities.  The  very  circumstance,  too,  of  the  judgment 
being  without  appeal,  must  shew  that  the  more  careful  consideration  and  strict  investigation  ought  to 
be  given  to  every  case. 

On  these  grounds  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  protest  against  this  denial  of  a  just  demand  for  a  further 
investigation  of  the  case  of  the  '*  Vencedora^*'  and  require  this  Protest  accordingly  to  be  entered  upon 
the  proceedings. 

(Signed)  J.KENNEDY. 

Havana^  ISth  November^  1837. 


No.  27. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmersfon. — {Rec.  1st  Jan.,  1838.) 
My  Lord,  Havana,  27th  November,  1837. 

With  reference  to  the  last  Despatch  of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  of 
the  31st  July,  respecting  the  case  of  the  "  Matilde,''  we  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  Lordship,  that  we  have  as  yet  received  no  further  communication  from  his 
Excellency  the  Captain  General. 

Should- no  satisfactory  reason  for  the  deLay  come  soon  to  our  knowledge,  we  shall 
feel  it  our  duty  to  write  again  to  His  Excellency,  to  remind  him  of  the  subject. 

We  have,  &c. 
.  (Signed)        .     J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  28. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners. 
Gektlemen,  Fof^ign  Office^  5th  January,  1838* 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatches  to  that  of  the  27th  of  November  laet, 
inclusive. 

With  reference  to  your  Despatch  of  the  10th  October,  containing  your  Corre-i 
spondence  with  Lieut.  Jenkin,  commanding  the  "  Romney"  hulk,  relative  to  a  Negrot 
who  had  secreted  himself  on  board  that  vessel,  and  whom  Lieut.  Jenkin  had  givea^ 
up  to  the  local  Authorities,  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  course  pursued  by 
Lieut.  Jenkin  in  this  case  appears  to  me  to  have  been  right  and  proper. 

1  have   &c. 
(Signed)     '       PALMERSTON. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners, 
Sfc.        Sfc.        S^c. 


No.  29. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  8th  January,  1838. 

With  reference  to  your  Despatch  of  the  23rd  September,  1 837,  respecting 
the  refusal  of  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba  to  allow  the  Black  Marines,  on  duty 
on  board  of  Her  Majesty's  hulk  "Romney,"  to  go  on  shore  at  the  Havana^  I 
herewith  transmit,  for  your  information.  Copies  of  my  Coirespondence  with  Her 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Madrid  upon  this  subject;  by  which  you  will  learn,  that  the 
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^NtttusIiMiiiiBter  has  promised  to  give  such  Instructions  to  the  Captain-General^  as 
majr  be  calculated  to  lead  -to  an  arrangement  of  these  differences,  in  such  a  manner 
«8  jnay  be  eon^patible  with  the  tranquillity  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

I  have  Szc 
(Signed)       '     PALMERSTON. 
Her  Maje^ty^s  C&numsrionerSf 
8fc,        ifc.        8fc. 


Enclosures  in  No.  29. 

ViscoufU  Paimerslon  io  Sir  G.  Villiers. 
November  14,  1837. 

Sir  G.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 
December  10,  1837. 

(See  Class  B.  of  Pirst  Series,  Nos.  29  and  33,  pp.  24  and  ^7.) 


No.  30. 
Her  Mqfe/fty's  Commissioners  to  f^iscouni  PaJmergtan.-^(Rec.  Jan.  31, 1B38.) 
My  Lord,  Havana^  ZOth  November,  1837. 

TaE  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  that  have  cleared  out  from  this  Port, 
for  the  coast  of  Africa,  during  the  last  month. 

18nd  November,— Portuguese  schootter,  •*  Libera."— For  the  Isla  de  Principe. 

7th  „  Swedish  brig  **  Victorina"  Cape  de  Verd, 

18th         „'  Portuguese  brig  *•  Vigilante*'      „       Loando. 

25th         „  American  schooner     •*  Cleopatra"      „       Cape  de  Verd. 

„  Portuguese  schooner   *'  Sin  Igual''      „       Cape  de  Verd. 

30th         „  Portuguese  brig  '^  Triunfo  de  Loando"      San  Tomt^. 

Of  these  the  "  Cleopatra^'  niti  the  "  Sin  IguaV^  are  entered  in  the  names  of  the 
great  Slave  Dealers,  r.  Martinez  and  Co. 

During  the  month,  the  following  vessels  have  arrived  from  the  Coast  of  Africa. 

November     „     Portuguese  sc^Looner,  **  Manuelita." 

„  „  „  „  **  Dos  Hermanos." 

„  16th  „  „  •♦  Olimpa,"  Silva,  Master. 

„  25th  „  „  Name  unknown. 

„  28th  „  „  ••  Veloz,**  Lima,  Master. 

„  30th         „  „  **  Maria  Teresa,"  Malo,  Master. 

TTour  Lordship  will  perceive,  that  all  these  vessels  sail  now  under  the  Portuguese 
Flag ;  though  there  is  no  doubt  that  most,  if  not  all,  are  manned  and  owned  by 
Spaniards. 

In  addition  to  these,  it  may  be  right  to  add,  that  Lieut.  Jauncey,  now  here  in 
<^iarge  of  the  Spanish  schooner  '*  Matilder  has  brought  information  of  the  ^Arro^ 

fante"  a  vessel  manned  entirely  by  Spaniards,  but  under  the  Portuguese  Flag, 
aving  been  captured,  with  409  negroes  on  board,  oflf  Cape  Antonio,  by  Her 
M^esty's  sloop  **  Snake ;"  and  it  is  further  reported  here,  that  the  "  C/rroca,"  also 
under  Portuguese  Colours,  has  been  taken  'by  her  Majesty's  sloop  **  Ringdove,'* 
with  518  negroes  on  board,  and  sent  on  to  Sierra  Leone. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
7%e  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  31. 
Her  Majesty  s  Commissioners  td  Viscount  Palmerston. — {B£c.  January  31, 1838.) 
My  Lord,  Havana,  20th  December,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  Mixed 
Court  of  Justice  by  the  Captain  and  Master  of  the  schooner  "  Vencedora^'  liberated 
by  its  Decree,  as  reported  to  your  Lordship  in  our  Despatch  of  the  22nd  ultimo, 
claiming  compensation  for  the  detention  of  that  vessel,  and  also  for  a  number  of 
articles,  provisions,  charts,  wearing  apparel,  and  part  of  dte  cargo,  which  he  alleije^ 
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were  taken  away  while  it  was  under  the  charge  6f  the  oflScers  of  Her  'Majefity'd 
sloop  '^  Ringdove/'  Of  these  articles  a  barrel  of  wine,  and  another  of  spirits,  were 
taken  away  intentionally,  by  Captain  Nixon,  for  safe  custody,  but  on  their  beW 
sent  back  to  the  •'  Vencedorar  after  sentence  of  acquittal  was  passed^  the  MastS 
refused  to  receive  them,  as  \nll  further  appear  by  the  Enclosure  No.  2. 

The  Court  met  on  the  I2tU  instant,  to  consider  of  the  demands,  when  Her  JIh- 
jesty's  Judge  being  of  opinion,  that  they  had  no  power  to  adjudicate  beyond  the 
Treaty,  suggested,  that  a  Commission  should  be  issued,  directing  Don  Francisco 
Cascales,  the  Secretary  of  the  Court,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Jackson,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Commissioners,  to  inquire  and  report  what  loss  had  been  incurred  by  the  detention, 
as  provided  for  by  the  Treaty,  ctnd  further  what  loss  had  in  any  probability  been 
suffered,  as  alleged,  in  the  articles  deficient  upon  the  vessel  being  given  up.  His 
Excellency  the  Conde  de  Fernandina  agreeing  to  this  suggestion,  a  Commission 
was  issued,  and  the  Inquiry  will  be  proceeded  vrith  immediately. 

With  reference  to  this  Inquiry,  the  purpose  of  this  Despatch  is  to  request  your 
Lordship's  Instructions,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  payment  is  to  be  made  for  the 
detention,  and  whether  we  may  include  such  compensation  as  may  appear  reason- 
able for  thcf  alleged  deficiencies. 

That  some  portic«i  of  the  pxovjsioos  were  used  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt ;  and 
that  some  other  articles  might  have  been  taken  away  is  not  improbable,  considering 
there  were  49  Spanish  Passengers  left  on  board,  after  tibe  Master  and  Crew  we»e 
given  into  the  custody  of  the  local  Authorities ;  but  there  is  still  less  doubt  that 
there  is  considew^ble  exaggeration  in  the  de;nands,  which  it  will  be  our  duty  to 
reduce  to  what  is  apparently  consistent  with  justice.  The  difficulty  is  further 
increased  by  the  absence  of  the  officers  of  the  "  Ringdove,"  and  the  demandii  not  hav- 
ing.been.made. to  us,  until  after  their  departure. 

We  have,  &c.  *     

(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
The 'Right  Hon.  Viscmnt  Paimerston^  G.C.B/ 
^c.         ''     Sfe.  '•'  Sfc. 


.,  .     ,  F^irst  ISncloBurein  No  31. 

:  The  M0si6r  of  the  ^^Yeaceiotd:' to  the  Mixed  Court. 
(Translaiioti.)  •  Havana^  7th  December ,,ISS7^ 

Don  Antomio  Llorbt  d«  Jaxmb,  Captaia  and  Master  of  the  polacca  "  Fencedora^^*  which, 
comings  from  Cadiz  and  Porto  Rico,  was  seized  by  Her  Majesty *&  brig  **  Ringdove,"  respectfu)Iy 
states  to  your  Excellency  and  your  Honour,  that  the  capture  of  the  vessel  being  declared  bad,  and  its 
delivery,  under  the  formalities  required  in  such  cUses,  being  dhrected,  it  has  been  carried  into  effect  in 
the  terms  shewn  by  the  inventory  herewith  enclosed.  The  results  have  proved,  as  might  be  ejcpected 
from  the  conduct  observed  by  the  captor,  against  the  Laws  and  Treaties  relative  to  the  matter,'  a  cob- 
duct  highly  reprehensible  on  the  principles  of  all  justice,  and  as  regardless  of  the  sacred  rights  of 
property  and  national  decorum  as  offensive  to  the  English  Flag  itself. 

This  Flag,  hoisted  on  board  the  *^  Vencedora**  from  the  moment  of  her  irregular  detention,  was 
certainly  a  token  of  scandalous  pillage,  which,  consummated  without  awaiting  the  result  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  capture,  was  an  nnpardonaUe  aggression  against  the  faith  of  the  Treaties,  and  an 
ostensible  insult  to  the  honour  of  both  Flags. 

By  the  annexed  note  of  the  inventory  of  delivery,  enormous  deficiencies  are  accredited,  which, 
together  with  the  other  expenses  and  damages  incurred,  as  are  shown  by  the  11  Documents  atso 
annexed,  must  be  fully  indemnified  under  the  guarantee  of  the  established  protests,  the  effects  found 
to  be  wanting  being  previously  valued  by  skilful  persons,  to  be  named  by  the  Commander  of  the  cap- 
turhig  brig  and  the  writer,  in  order  to  avokl  all  suspicion  of  fraud  or  excess  in  the  reclamation. 

This  reclamation  is  based  upon  tiie  contents  of  the  note  of  delivery  which  the  English  Officer  who 
was  on  board  offered  to  confront,  and  who  commissioned  a  person  of  his  confidence  to  be  present 
during  the  discharging  of  the  vessel,  which  person,  however,  did  not  appear  at  the  given  time,  as  ^ 
the  public  Interpreter  of  the  Government  and  Captaincy-General,  who  was  summoned  to  attend,  can 
declare. 

Such  like  informality,  coupled  with  the  last  Paper  herewith  sent,  and  by  which  it  was  pretended  to 
make  delivery,  under  a  receipt  of  a  portion  (porcion)  of  aguardiente  and  wine,  imposes  upon  the 
writer  the  indispensable  necessity  of  seeking  the  protecting  authority  of  your  Excellency  and  your 
Honour,  in  order  that  on  an  investigation  of  the  serious  deficiencies,  their  immediate  restituticm  and 
indemnification  may  be  provided  for,  on  the  judgment  of  skilfiil  appraisers,  with  whatever  other 
demonstrations  the  Tribunal  may  be  pleased  to  direct ;  and  in  order  that,  while  serving  as  an  example 
of  correction  for  the  future,  the  Treaties  be  inviolably  fulfilled,  individual  propTerty  be  respected,  the 
national  decorum  be  preserved  unsullied,  as  well  as  the  outraged  honour  of  the  respected  Flag  of 
England.  ^ 

The  assertion  that  the  Prize-master  did  not  exact,  as  he  should  have  done,  the  contents  of  the 
delivery,  is  surely  sufficient  to  convince  of  the  irregularity  with  which  he  proceeded,  and  the  imperative 
necessity  of  obliging  him  to  perform  his  duty.  He  put  on  board  a  person  in  his  confidence,  to  be 
present  during  the  discharging,  which  he  also  daily  attended  in  person ;  consequently  he  witnesised  tlie 
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defieientiefryhiUtt  iniWadLng,  as  wdl  as  the  broken  lodes  of  the  boxes  beloDging  to  the  Officers  and 
crew :  notwithstanding  he  was  informed  by  the  Interpreter  that  he  ought  to  appoint  a  person  in  his 
confidence  to  make  the  inVentory ;  that  in  fact  such  person  was  appointed  ;  that  he  himself  took  account 
of  the  proceedings,  and  offered  finally  i6  agree  with  the  writer  as  to  closing  H  in  due  form.*'  Far  from 
dvkigflOy  he  absented  hiinf«etf  from  ihe  vessel,  and  it  became  impossible  to  terminate  the  bi\siness 
with  the  sokmni^  required  by  the  judgment  of  this  Tribunal.  The  writer,  therefore*  full  of  confidence 
andvespe^t  for  ywir  accredited  rectitu<k,  prays  that  your  Excellency  and  your  Honour,  having  before  , 
you  the  annexed  documents,  and  taking  the  report  of  the  Government  Interpreter,  will  be  ple&sed  tu 
dh-ect  the  valuation  and  liquidation  of  the  deficiencies  and  damages  by  skilful  appraisers  to  be  named 
bj  the  writer  mid  the  Tribunal,  hi  the  event  of  the  Prize*master  not  doing  so ;  as  also  that  the 
amount-be  immediately  paid  in  this  plaqe,  as  the  vessel  cannot  continue  her  vuyage  for  want  of  these, 
fiuids»  so  urgent  and  of  tlie  utmost  necessity  for  her  refitting. 

Denonnding  justice,  the  writer  subscribes  himself  to  be, 

(Signed)  ANTONIO  LLORET  DE  JAYME, 

To  the  fudges  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Jvitiee. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  31. 
Commander  Nixon  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners, 
Qbntlemeh*.  Ringdove^  November  24M,  1837.  . 

After  my  Note  to  you  of  yesterday,  relative  to  some  wine  and  spirits  removed  from  the  **  Vence^ 
dora^  oil  board  here  ^r  safety,  havhig  learned  where  she  was,  I  sent  the  casks  to  her.  ijer  Master 
not  being  iheh  on  board,  the  persou  in  charge  declined  receiving  them.  I  sent  them  a  second  time, 
when  Don  Antonio  Lloret  was  there,  who  also  declined  receiving  them.  I  shall,  tlierefore,  send  them 
on  board  the  '^  Romney,"  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Jenkin,  to  await  your  instructions  relative  to  them 
as  I  go  to  sea,  if  wind  permits,  in  the  morning. 

I  am,  &c. 
T^  Ber  Mk^tfs  Comsnissioners^  Havana.  (Signed)  H.  S.  NIXON. 


, No.  32. 

Her  Majesties  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Rec.  Jan.  31*/,  1838.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  20th  December,  1837. 

With  reference  to  the  numerous  allegations  constantly  made  here,  as  well 
as  at  Sierra  Leone,  of  deficiencies  in  the  equipnoents  of  slave  vessels  taken  by  our 
cruizers,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  state  to  yotir  Lordship,  that  we  have  heard  with 
considerable  astonishment  ot  a  right  claimed  by  the  Navy,  under  the  Articles  of 
War,  Section  .VIII.,  to  take  from  prizes  whatever  may  be  found  in  them  relating  ta 
.  navigation,  and  which  happen  to  be  required  in  the  ciipturing  vessel,  including 
charts,  chronometers,  and  sextants. 

As  this  practice  may  lead  to  considerable  abuse,  and  is  certainly  open  to  much 
misrepresentation,  we  think  it  right  to  submit  to  your  Lordship,  whether  the  subject 
should  not  be  taken  into  further  consideration  at  the  Admiralty,  and  other  instruc- 
tions be  issued  to  the  cruisers,  as  regarding  vessels  detained  for  being  engaged  io 
the  Slave  Trade. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  33. 

Her  Majesty s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Paimerston. — (Rec,  Jan.  3lst,  1838.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  2\st  December,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  the  further  Correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  between  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  and  the  Spanish  Authorities, 
on  the  subject  of  the  schooner  "  Matilde,''  as  with  reference  to  the  Despatches 
from  the  Commissioners  of  the*  3 1st  of  July  and  the  27th  of  November. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  from  the  enclosure  No.  4,  that  the  General  of 
Marine  still  persists  in  an  endeavour  to  evade  the  real  point  at  issue,  by  insisting 
upon  a  question  of  form  as  to  the  mode  of  being  addressed  by  the  Mixed  Court, 
though,  as  the  dispute  has  been  submitted  to  the  Government  at  Madrid,  it  may, 
perhaps,  be  most  advisable  now  so  to  leave  it,  especially  that  the  same  vessel  ha» 
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since  been  captured  and  condemned,  as  will  appear  by  our  otbw  Despat^  of 
this  date. 

This  circumstance,  also,  will  give  the  fullest  answer  to  the  allegations  contained 
in  the  statements  of  the  Marine  Department  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  afford  t^ 
most  concluave  evidence  of  the  little  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the  good  faith  of 
'  some  of  the  inferior  Authorities  in  this  country. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J,  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
The  Right  Hm.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G,C,B. 
8fc.  ^c.  Jfyc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  33. 
(Translation.)  The  Mixed  Court  to  the  Captain^ General. 

Most  Excellent  Sin,  Havana,  4th  August,  1837. 

By  your  Excellency's  Official  Letter  of  the  22nd  of  last  month,  we  arc  informed  that  the  Com- 
mandant-General of  this  Station  has  determined  to  instruct  the  Commandant  of  Cuba  "to  cause  the 
schooner  ^'Maiiide,*'  with  her  crew  and  a  suiUble  escort,  to  be  sent  to  this  Port,  and  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  this  Mixed  Court  of  Justice;  wherefore  we  are  persuaded  that  it  will  be  effected  as 
floon  as  possible.  But  to  prevent  future  delay,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Exc^ency's  notice 
the  4th  Article  of  Annex  B.,  in  order  that  the  capturing  Commander  may  be  advised  to  appear  and  make 
declaration  as  to  the  special  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  with  reference  also  to  the  Srd  Article  of 
Annex  A.  We  ought  here  to  conclude  our  reply  to  the  aforesaid  Official  Lietter  of  your  EiKeelleiicy; 
but  seeing  that  the  Commandant-General  of  this  Station  insists  that  this  Mixed  Court  has  passed  over 
in  silence  its  reply  to  the  proceedings  adopted  by  the  Commmnndant  of  Cuba,  which  yoiirExoellency 
was  pleased  to  forward  to  us  in  an  official  Letter  dated  the  17th  June,  and  also  the  complaint  which 
be  makei:,  that  we  refused  to  take  his  communications  into  oonsiderotion  by  pretending  to  disown  his 
authority,  we  are  enabled  to  recal  your  Excellency's  attention  to  the  Letter  which,  under  date  of  the 
19th  of  the  same  month,  we  forwarded  in  reply  thereto,  wherein  these  indications  are  replied  to  by 
pointing  out  the  preceding  cases,  in  which  it  appears  that  the  Commandants-treneral  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  have  expressed  no  doubt,  complaint,  or  reclamation  at  our  having  applied  to  your  Excel- 
lency to  cause  the  condemned  vessels  to  be  aj)praised  by  the  principal  Masters  of  tlic  Royal  Arsenal ; 
that  is  to  say,  that  this  Mixed  Tribunal  has  never  in  the  slightest  degree  pretended  to  disown  the  rank 
or  authority  of  his  Lordship,  (su  Sriu)  and  still  less  to  offend  him,  but  has  only  strictly  adhered  to  the 
ntle  observetl  since  its  establishment ;  which  is  to  correspond  directly  with  your  Excellency  as  the  chief 
authority  of  this  Island,  as  we  stated  in  our  before^entioned  Letter  of  the  19th  June. 

God  preserve,  &c, 
(Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  PERNANDINA, 

To  His  Excellency  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

The  Presideni^Govemor  and  Captam- General. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  33. 
{Translation.)  The  Captain"  General  to  the  Mixed  Court. 

Most  Excellent  Sir,  Havana,  9lh  September^  1837. 

Under  date  of  the  29lh  August  last,  the  Commandant-General  of  Marine  writes  me  as 
follows : — 

*^  Most  Excellent  Sir, — As  soon  as  received  your  Excellency's  official  Letter  of  the  23rd  instant,  in 
which  you  are  pleased  to  insert  one  from  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  referring  to  particulars  relative 
to  former  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  detention  of  the  schooner  *'  Matilde**  by  the  pilot-boat 
^^  TeresiU,"  of  the  Cuba  Station,  I  referred  it  to  the  Auditor  of  War  of  the  Marine  of  this  StatioD. 
Two  days  after  I  received  another,  from  the  Commandant  of  Marine  of  the  Province  of  Cuba,  upon  the 
same  subject.  This  I  likewise  referred  to  the  Assessor  for  his  advice,  which  he  has  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  : — ^  Senor  Commandant-General, — ^With  a  difference  of  two  days  between  each,  I  have 
received  for  my  .opinion  the  official  Letter  of  His  Excellency  the  President,  Governor,  and  Captain- 
General,  of  the  23rd  instant,  transcribing  one  from  the  Mixed  Court  of  the  4th,  and  the  previously 
dated  Letter  from  the  Commandant  of  Marine  of  the  Province  of  Cuba,  inserting  the  opinion  of  the 
Assessor  of  that  district,  consequent  upon  your  commands  to  remit  immediately  to  this  Port  the 
schooner  *^  Matilde,'*  If  the  official  Letter  of  the  Mixed  Court  contained  no  other  indlcatbn  thaa 
what  relates  to  the  conduct  of  the  said  vessel,  I  would  limit  myself  to  advising  you,  in  reply,  to  remit 
a  Copy  of  the  above-mentioned  Opinion  of  the  Assessor  of  Cuba;  but  as  that  Tribunal  in  order  to 
arrive  at  the  definitive  resolution  it  adopted,  of  not  corresponding  with  you,  nor  taking  into  due  con- 
sideration your  communications,  refers  to  precedents  which  it  is  proper  to  explain  as  a  precaution  for 
future  occurrences,  I  consider  it  very  opportune  to  make  a  brief  observation  thereupon.  The  Mixed 
Court  refers  to  its  custom  of  corresponding  exclusively  with  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Captain*^ 
General,  even  for  the  citation  of  the  principal  Masters  of  tlie  Royal  Arsenal,  whenever  it  has  beea 
necessary  to  fix  the  value  of  the  captured  vessels.  This  solitary  case  Only  proves  that  the  Corn*- 
mandants-General,  in  a  matter  of  such  trifiing  import,  choose  to  sacrifice  a  small  portion  of  their  prir 
vileges  to  the  desire  of  not  putting  any  obstacle  whatever  in  the  way  of  the  performance  of  the  duties 
of  the  Mixed  Court ;  but  this  cannot  in  any  way  serve  as  a  rule  in  the  case  now  before  us  (as 
difiereiit  in  its  nature  as  its  circumstances),  for  not  having  entered  upon  the  discussion  you  propoeed 
with  such  firankness  and  good  faith,  and  which  might  have  prevented  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
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^lioff  ihA  attentioa  qi  the  Supreme  Govtrnraent  lo  this  affair.  Because  tlie  Commandante-GeuerBl, 
for  the  leasons  expressed,  have  chosen  lo  tolerate  the  Citation  of  the  principal  Masters  without 
tbe  Mixed  Court  applying  to  their  authority,  as  it  should  have  done,  it  cannot  be  inferred  that  they 
lenoMnce  the  right ;  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  that  they  should  forget  the  very  sacred  duty,  of  sup- 
nvriins  their  juriadictioa  in  other  grave  and  delicate  porticalars,  wherein  the  national  commerce  or  the 
respeeUbility  of  our  forces  are  intereste<l ;  and,  consequently,  the  argument  deduced  from  that  circum- 
stance, in  order  to  make  good  the  resohit  ion  adopted  on  the  point  before  us,  and  which  has  called 
forth  your  just  complaint,  does  not  appear  very  opportune.  With  this  explanation,  if  it  meet  your  ap- 
probation, I  am  of  opinion  the  before-mentioned  official  Letter  of  the  23rd  instant  should  be  replied 
to,  inserting  also  the  report  of  the  Commandant  of  the  Province  of  Cuba,  for  the  information  of  the 
Mixed  Court ;  which  will  be  pleased  to  state  if  it  still  considers  the  presence  of  the  Officer  command- 
ing the  pilot-boat  *  Teresita*  absolutely  necessary  here,  as  the  calling  him  off  from  his  iluties  must 
prove  prejudicial  to  the  service  ;  and,  finally,  that  an  account  be  rendered  to  Her  Majesty  of  these  late 
proceedings,  serving,  &c.— Havana,  29th  August,  1837.— (Signed)  Anastasio  Carrillo.'  And  having 
conformed  to  this  advice,  by  decree  of  this  duy's  date,  I  beg  to  transcribe  it  to  your  Excellency,  to- 
gether  with  a  Co{^j  of  the  Report  of  the  Commandant  of  Marine,  ad  interim,  of  the  Province  of  Cuba, 
for  the  proper  ends."  . 

All  whicli  I  transcribe  to  your  Excellency  and  the  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Mixed  Court,  enclosaig 
also  the  before-mentioned  Copy  for  the  proper  purposes. 

God  preserve  you  many  years* 

(Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON. 

To  His  Excellency  iJie  Conde  de  FernancUna,  and 
the  otiier  Members  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  at  Havana^ 


Sub-Enclosure  in  No,  33. 

Report  of  the  Commandani  of  Marine  of  St  logo  de  Cuba. 

Marine  Department  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

F6r  the  exact  and  due  fulfilment  of  the  directions,  conveyed  to  me  by  your  superior  official 
letter  of  the  15tb  July  last,  that  I  should  immediately  cause  tlie  schooner  ^^  MatUde"  with  her  crew 
and  a  suitable  escort,  to  be  remitted  to  that  Port  (the  Havana),  and  at  the  disposal  of  the  Mixed 
Court,  I  referred  it  to  the  2nd  Assessor  of  this  Jurisdiction,  who  has  in  consequence  addressed  the 
following : — 

••  Seiior  Commandant  of  Marine , — By  the  official  letter  of  the  Commandant-General  of  the  Station, 
dated  the  15th  ultimo,  contaiiiing  the  opinion  which,  under  the  same  date,  the  Auditor  of  War  gives 
him,  I  perceive  that  the  detention  of  the  schooner  *  Ma  tilde, ^  by  Her  Majesty's  pilot-boat  *  Teresita,* 
has  given  rise  to  objections  on  the  part  of  the  Mixed  Court,  established  in  the  Havana  to  adjudicate 
the  Cases  of  capture  of  vessels  employed  in  the  prohibited  traffic  in  Bozal  negroes.     VVith<;ut  doubt,, 
this  will  have  arisen  from  the  occurrence  which  took  place  in   the  Port  of  Guantanamo  with  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  *  Vestal,'  which,  traducing  the  ^  Matilde*  as  one  of  those  vessels,  attempted 
her  capture,  until  the  moment  she  was  persuaded  that  a  Spanish  vessel  of  war  had  already  taken 
charge,  and  having  her  under  her  batlery  liad  placed  a  crew  on  board,  and  was  sending  her  to  this 
Port.     The  Superior  authority  consequently  directs,  that  you  caused  the  before-mentioned  schooner 
"  Jtffit&'Wc,'*  with  her  crew  and  a  suitable  escort,  to  be  immediately  sent  to  the  Havana,  and  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Mixed  Court.     The  impossibility  of  complying  with  tliis  order,  in  consequence  of" 
the  *  MatUde*  having  pursued  her  voyage  as  soon  as  she  had  repaired  the  damage  sustained  on  the 
first  sailing,  makes  the  explanation  of  the  eJSelr  more  necessary,  as  i  believe  the  conduct  pursued  in 
these  proceedings  to  have  been  very  simple  and  prudential.     It  is  one  of  the  principal  duties,  or  the 
first  obligation,  of  the  vessels  of  war  on  this  station,  to  watch  with  the  utmost  vigilance  all  the  Ports 
upon  these  coasts,  particularly  those  to  the  eastward,  as  far  as  the  Ptmto  de  Maysi,in  order  to  prevent 
by  all  means,  and  to  cut  off  at  once,  the  scandalous  smuggling  which  for  a  length  of  time  was  carried  ' 
CO  in  those  partSy  and  was  facilitated  by  the  depopulation  and  other  notorious  circumstances.     Whilst 
sailing  in  this  direction,  the  pilot-boat  ^Teresita'  discovered  in  Guai>tanamo  a  schooner,  which, 
legally  despatched  in  Cuba  for  another  destination  4  days  before,  could  not  nor  ought  not  to  be 
aochored,  without  authority,  in  a  poet  in  the  Island  itself,  unless  in  consequence  -of  a  powerful  motive 
to  prevent  him  from  continuing  his  voyage,  or  with  a  view  of  receiving  contraband  goods,  which  sole  . 
reasQQ  could  induce  concealment  or  deviation  from  her  route.     No  more  powerful  argument  was 
requisite  to  excite  the  zeal  of  the  Commander  of  the  ^  Teresita'  in  the  exact  fulfilment  of  his  duties, 
and  of  the  particular  instructions  communicated  to  him.     Nor  could  he  on  any  account  overlook  the 
examination  of  the  ^  Maiilde^*  or  the  sending  her  to  this  Port,  to  which  any  one  would  be  urged  by 
the  mysterious  appearance  of  this  vessel,  at  so  short  a  distance  from  the  place  from  whence  she  was 
despatched  4  days  before.     She  was  thus  engaged  when  the  English  corvette  aimed  at  the  same 
object,  though  from  a  different  cause — namely,  the  supposing  her  to  be  a  slave-vessel ;  and  setting 
aside  the  question  of  her  being  subject  to  her  examination  whilst  anchored  iu  a  Spanish  port,  it  is 
indubitable  that  the  Commander  of  the  ^Teresita'  perceived  in  this  occurrence  a  new  reason  fi^r 
sending  the  schooner  to  Cuba,  purely  to  satisfy  the  Commander  of  the  ^  Vestal,'  with  the  design  of 
justifying  his  conduct,  aud  in  order  that  the  same  Authorities  who  dispatched  her  should  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  cause  of  her  delay,  or  of  her  diverging  from  the  course  for  which  the  Royal  Patent 
de^tatched  ben    The  examinations  and  other  proceedings  adopted  in  this  Comandancia  prove  the 
dangerous  state  the  ^  MaUlde*  was  then  in  hr  continuing  a  long  voyage,  and  the  consequent 
necessity  of  repairing  it  on  enteiing  the  Port  of  Gimntanamo,  as  she  would  have  done  in  any  other, 
or  had  ^  returned  here  in  distress,  whichever  was  the  nearest  place  to  where  she  sustained  the  damage, 
AU  these  circumstances  transpiring,  her  ill  condition  being  proved,  the  legality  of  her  proceedings 
recognised,  and  there  appearing  no  reasonable  ground  for  suspecting  that  she  made  an  improper  use 
of  the  Patent^  it  does  not  appear  conformable  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  equity  to  order  the 
detention  of  the  schooner  in  port,  until  such  time  as  the  results  of  this  species  of  contention  (corope* 
teatia)  be  sent  down,  to  which  this  Comandancia  never  supposed  an  affair  so  simple  and  so  easy  to 
xesolve  on  mvestJgation  could  be  brought.    The  detention  of  ihe^MatUde*  would  have  been,  in  such 
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case,  equivalent  (o  the  total  loss  of  capital  employed  on  the  expedition,  and  even  of  the  vessel  herselft 
thus  incurrinp^  Incalculable  losses  to  the  Owner,  and  others  interested  in  the  branches  of  commerce  for 
which  the  vessel  was  destined.  And  under  such  circumstances,  to  what  immense  responsibility  would 
not  this  Tribunal  be  subject,  if,  in  consideration  of  the  opportune  protests  and  reclamations  of  the 
Commercial  Heuse  and  the  Owner  of  the  vessel,  the  Superior  Government  disapproved  of  a  detention, 
the  more  ulijust  in  proportion  to  the  clear,  certain,  and  positive  reasons  that  existed  for  the  '  Matilde^ 
repairing  her  damages  in  Guantanamo,  or  any  other  port?  And  would  not  these  damages  and  losses 
be  reasonably  claimed,  in  case  of  the  interminate  detention  of  a  vessel  legally  despatched,  only  4  days 
before,  by  the  competent  Authorities,  with  a  Royal  Sailing  Passport  ?  If  the  damage  was  competently 
certiBed,  the  bad  condition  of  the  ^Matildt*  notorious  here,  and  this  Comandancia  convinced  of  the 
legality  of  the  motives  which  occasioned  her  to  go  into  Guanianamo,  what  plausible  reason  could 
possibly  have  justified  this  unaccountable  an^I  prejudicial  detention,  unless  it  resulted,  as  it  did  not» 
from  proof  of  an  improper  use  of  the  Patente  ?  These,  and  many  other  just  eonsiderations,  occasioned 
the  vessel  to  be  despatched  on  her  voyage,  which  could  scarcely  be  said  to  have  begun,  considering  the 
short  distance  at  which  she  received  the  injury  which  rendered  her  hull  unserviceable — and  tliese,  and 
still  further  considerations,  which  can  be  adduced  by  the  superior  information,  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Station,  render  it  impossible  to  comply  with  his  superior  determinatipn,  inserted  in  the 
above-mentioned  -official  letter  of  the  15th  July,  since  the  schooner  *  Matilde*  having  pursued  her 
course  fur  the  reasons  explained,  it  is  impossible  to  send  her  to  the  Havana  as  directed.  I  am  there- 
fore of  opinion,  that  you  reply  to  the  aforesaid  official  letter  of  the  said  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Naval  Forces,  by  transmitting  for  his  information  tlie  reasons  upon  which  this  Comandancia  based 
itA  proceedings,  taking  for  the  purpose  any  part  of  this  opinion  you  may  deem  ex|)edient,  or  adding 
thereto  whatever  other  reflection  you  may  p^nsider  to  bear  upon  the  subject. 

(Signed)  ''I.E0NAIIDO  BRAVO. 

"  Santiago  de  Cuba  bth  August,  1887." 

Cuba,  9th  August,  1837. 
I  agree  with  the  above,  and  direct  an  official  letter  to  be  written  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Station,  including  the  whole  of  the  preceding  opinion. 

(Signed)  RIOS. 

By  order  of  the  Commandant,  (Signed)  JOSE  VALDES. 

I  transcribe  the  above  to  you  for  the  purposes  indicated.^-God  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  MANUEL  DE  LOS  BIOS. 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  lOth  August,  1807. 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Navat  Forces 
of  the  Havana  Station. 
(A  true  Copy.)  (Signed)         FRANCISCO  DE  IRIGOYEN.  -^ 

(A  true  Copy.)  (Signed)        ANTONIO  M.  DE  LA  TORRE  Y  CARDENAS. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  33. 


(Translation.)  The  Mixed  Court  to  the  Captain-General. 

Havana,  2bth  September,  1837. 
Most  Excellent  Sir, 

We  have  received  your  Excellency's  official  Letter  of  the  9th  instants  in  which  you  are  pleased 
to  enclose  one  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Naval  Forces  of  this  station,  and  the  opinion  of 
his  legal  adviser,  dated  the  29th  August  last,  and  also  a  Copy  of  th«  official  Letter  of  the  Commandant 
4>f  Marine  at  Cuba,  with  the  advice  of  his  second  assessor ;  and  having  duly  considered  tbe  whole, 
we  beg  most  particularly  to  refer  to  theofficial  Letter  we  addressed  to  your  Excellency  on  the  19th 
June  mst,  in  which  we  replied  to  the  Report  made  by  the  said  Comandancia  de  Matriculas,  from 
which  the  advice  of  tlie  second  assessor  and  the  official  Letter  enclosing  it  do  not  essentially  differ,  any 
more  than  the  observation  of  the  said  legal  adviser.  This  Mixed  Court  considered,  that  l^  quoting  in 
Its  aforesaid  official  Letter  of  the  19th  June  the  case  of  the  **  Maria  de  la  Gloria^  which  oocurred 
with  the  said  Department  of  tbe  Commander-in-Chief,  the  doubts  had  been  cleared  np,  which 
had  arisen  respecting  the  order  to  be  observed  and  followed  by  this  Mixed  Court  in  its  reclamatioaa, 
hoi  it  is  convinced  of  the  contrary  ;  and  desiring  now  to  close  this  discussion,  as  regards  what  may  be 
said  not  to  be  the  principal  object,  and  which  indeed  carries  us  away  from  the  essential  consideration 
ci  the  case,  we  have  agreed  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  a  certified  copy  of  the  official  Letter  of  his 
Excellency  your  predecessor,  Don  Francisco  Dionisio  Yives,  of  the  30th  June,Jl884,  together  with  tbe 
opuiions  and  decree  of  conformity  consequent  thereon,  in  order  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  &e 
Naval  Forces  of  the  Station  may  be  convinced,  that  this  Mixed  (3ourt  has  not  held  direct  communica- 
tion with  his  Lordship  (su  Srla),  not  because  it  does  uot  appreciate  and  distinguish  the  considerations 
due  to  his  rank,  but  because  the  said  tribunal  not  being  one  of  those  belonging  to  Xht  country,  it  is 
obliged  to  correspond  with  the  highest  authority,  which  is  that  of  your  Excellency,  who  repres^^ 
under  such  character  her  Catholic  Majesty,  with  whom  it  is  our  duty  to  correspond,  In  order  that  you 
may  cause  the  Treaty  with  Her  Britannic  Majesty  to  be  fulfilled  as  regards  Her  Catholic  Majesty's 
liubjects,  as  an  affiiir  purely  of  state  and  high  policy  which  does  not  fall  under  the  laws  framed  for  the 
other  tribunals  of  the  pation.  From  this  emanates  the  constant  practice  observed  by  us  of  correspon- 
jding  directly  with  the  Government  in  all  matters,  aAd  not  from  condescendences,  as  the  Auditor  c^ 
Marine  supposes.  In  this  state  of  things,  we  have  no  other  course  left  us  than  to  refer  to  our  former 
correspondence,  not  only  in  order  that  the  schooner  *'  Matilde**  he  sent  to  this  port  to  be  adjudicated, 
but  also  that  the  capturing  Commander  may  appear  to  give  in  his  declaration  in  proper  form ;  and 
trusting  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  such  measures  as  we  expect  from  your  seal  for 
the  service  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  in  order  that  this  may  be  duly  and  punctually  carried  into  effect, 
as  no  infraction  whatever  ought  to  serve  as  sufficient  excuse,  when  it  aj^pears  by  the  documents  which 
;we  have  forwarded  to  your  Excellency,  that  the  said  capturing  Commander  manifested,  that  he  had 
detained  the  **  MaHlde^*  under  the  Treaty  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  which  must  be  carried 
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Into  effect,  notwithstanding  the  damages  annonnced. 

God  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years. 

(Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  PEENANDINA. 

E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

To  His  Excellency  Don  Miguel  Tacon^ 
President y  Governor^  and  Captain- General. 


Sub-Enclosure  in  No.  33. 

(Translation.)  Dm  F.  Vires  id  the  Mixed  Court, 

Havana^  SOth  June,  1824. 

Under  this  day^a  date  I  have  written  to  His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-ChieF  of  the  Naval 
Forces,  as  follows  :— 

•*  Most  Elcellfent  Sir; — Th^  Enclosure  which  accompanies  this  will  apprize  yonr  Excellency  of  the 
^letermination'I  have  taken,  respecting  the  claims  made  by  the' Mixed  Commission  established  here,  to 
have  the  co|;nis^nce  of  the.  cause  respecting  the  entrance  into  this  port  of  a  bripf  with  a  car^o  of  ne- 
groes, its- being  a  ctfse  of  their  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  I  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  fdrwand  to  nie  as  soon  as  possible  the  original  Documents,  in  order  that  I  may  transmit  them  io 
the  aforesaid  CorpdVation,  atid  prevent  the  continuation  of  the  protests  ai^rainst  delay,  which  already 
have  begun  to  be  made,  and  with  this  I  liketvise  have' answered  yonr  Excellency's  official  Letters  on 
the  Subject:'*'  Anil  I  communicate  the  same  to  you,  enclosing  likewise  a  Copy  of  the  Documents  above 
referred  to  for  your  information^  and  the  moment  the  proceedings  reacli  me  they  shall  be  forwarded  to 
you  without  delay. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  FRANCISCO  DIONISIO  VIVES. 


I  -    !  Decree  in  ihe  Mwrgin  of  the  above.  ,  ' 

Havana^  Srd  July,  1824. 
Let  this  be  sidded  to  the  proceedings,  and  its  receipt  acknowledged  to  His  Excellency  the  (>ap« 
taifi-'Getierat,  expressing  at  the  sfame  time  the  thanks  of  this  Commission  for  His  Excellency's  zeal 
and  efficacy  in  an  affair  which  in  all  respects  requires  the  quickest  despatch. 

(Signed)  JAUREGXn,  KiLBEE,  QUESAI>A— a  Kubrick.    \ 


t     ,  /,      .     0£fniqUiof.the  Oidorp  Don  Jose  de  Fr/^nco. 
Most  Excellent  Sir, 

The  question  raised  between  the  Real  Junta  of  the  Station  and  the  Court  of  Mixed  Commis- 
sion, resklent  in  this  city  by  ^virtue  of  the  solemn  Treaty  concluded  between  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  and  our  Catholic  Monarch,  to  which,  the  Ro^al  Cedula  of  the  19th  December, 
1817,  has  reference,  as  to  which  of  the  two  tribunals  belongs  the  cognizance  of  the  prize  brought  to 
this  port  by  the  brig-of-war  "  Marie^*  and  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  previously  detained  by  the 
privateer  **  Romano"  despatched  from  hente  with  the  necessary  Paienie,  presents  doubts  of  sufficient 
importance,  considering  all  the  circumstances.  The  said  Junta  of  the  Station  (the  Navy  Board)  has 
explained  with  sufficient  clearness  the  reasons  it  conceived  to  bear  upon  the  question,  in  its  resolution 
of  the  22nd  instant,  in  ivhich  it  conformed  with  the  Report  of  its  Solicitor,  wherein  these  reasons  are 
specified;  tmd  the  Mixed  Commission  has  explained  its  reasons  in  the  difftrent  official  Letters  it  has 
aiddfetfled  to^thki  Miperior  Government  Ttie  difficulty  consists  in  graduating  between  the  reasoning 
of  ^cf  tnvo,  considering  on  boHh  sides  whatever  is  of  most  consequence,  and  after  haVing  reflected  upon 
«a6h,  1  ineline  to  consider  those  of  the  aforesaid  Mixed  Commission  of  the  greatest  weight,  considering 
tiwt  the  vessd  laden  with  slaves  from  the  Coast  of  AfVica  has  been  detained  by  thebrigot-war  •*  Marte** 
\pi  whieh  vessel  herself  she  was  brought  to  this  pcwrt ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  under  such  circum- 
•taaoesy  according  to  the  1st  Article  of  the  Inaftructions  for  Cruiserp,  inserted  in  the  Treaty  already 
aentioned,  the  detained  vessel,  with  all  the  papers  concerning  her,  ought  to  have  been  placed  at  the 
diaposai  of  the  said  Mixed  Commis!»ion,  which,  on  investigating  them,  would  have  adjudged  the  legal- 
^  or  illegality  of  the  capture,  winch  is  supposed  io  have  been  made  oF  the  same  slave-vessel  by  the 
privateer  ^  Romano^*  of  which  there  is  no  authentic  ]^oof,  and  it  may  very  well  happen  that  this  was 
nothing  else  tlian  a  measure  of  precaution  for  saving  the  cai^  of  negroes,  in  case  of  the  vessel  being 
captured  by  any  o«e  of  the  cruizers,  as  the  said  Commission  infers.  The  other  qnestion  vrtiich  pre- 
sents itself  is  not  less  embarrassing,  viz.,  whether  the  authority  of  your  Excellency  can  interfere  in 
the  qnestion  of  competency  between  the  authorities  above-mentioned.  The  Navy  Board  demes  it 
epenly,  and  in  truth,  neither  in  the  Treaty  nor  in  the  Royal  Cedula  before-mentioned,  is  there  any  ord^ 
^ber  for  or  against  it.  This  question,  nevertheless,  having  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  said  Com« 
mission  intimfUbg  that  it  was  not  of  the  ordinary  tribunals,  subject  to  the  general  laws  respecting  com- 
peteiioie8»  but  a  Commission  composed  of  individuals  of  both  nations,  immediately  dependent  upon 
abeir  respective  Sovereigns,  and  which  consequently  ought  not  to  correspond  with  any  other  than  the 
•nperiolr  authority  of  the  Island,  which  represents  that  of  the  King  our  Master,  and  to  which  for  the 
•ame  reason  it  lool^s  for  the  fulfihnent  of  its  faculties,  as  sanctioned  by  the  Treaty :  it  appears  to  me,  that 
tlie  retf^tion  of  the  superior  Government  on  the  question  at  issue  ought  not  to  be  so  strange,  and  that 
It  may  very  well  repeat  its  intimation  to  His  Excellency  the  Commandant-General  of  Marine,  to  remit 
te  Ae  said  Commisaion  everything  relating  to  the  detention  of  the  slave-vessel  by  the  brig-of-war 
•  Marie^  reeommending  to  His  Excellency's  notice  the  results  likely  to  occur  in  a  contrary  event, 
iHrithoat  prejudice  to  the  cognizance  oi  tlie  case  by  the  Junta  of  the  Station,  according  to  the  resolution 
to  be  adopted  by  the  said  Commission :  adding,  that  this  affair  is  of  sufficient  gravity,  and  for  Uds 
xeason,  if  it  appear  meet  to  his  Excellency,  he  can  take  other  counsel,  whereby  to  be  more  certain  of 
Ibe  boatness^ 

(Signed)  JOSfi  DE  FRANCO. 

iTorcBia,  «8<^/tt/te,  ISjM. 
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Decree, 

Havana,  28th  Jvne^  1 8^^ 
With  respect  to  what  is  expressed  in  Uie  precsoding  opinion,  let  it  be  referred  to  Dk^.    xSc 
Francisco  Garcia  de  Fierro,  tbat  he  may  likewise  report  his  opinion. 

(Signed)*  VlV^^^^ 

Opinion  of  Dn  Don  FrancUco  Garcia  de  Fierro. 
Most  Excellent  Sir,  Havana^  SOth  June^  182^ 

Having  examined  these  Papers  with  the  maturest  reflection,  corresponding  to  the  impov-t^^^^,'^* 
of  the  subject,  relative  to  the  detention  of  a  merchaiit  vessel  with  a  cargo  of  negroes,  off  the  cc^^^^f^^  ^ 
this  Island,  I  do  not  find  any  reasonable  doubt  as>  to  the  autliority  to  which  it  pertains,  to  take  -^dosrx^ 
zance  thereof,  to  ascertain  if  it  be  a  case  of  prohibition,  since  there  is  a  law  which  points  it  ^u^!^^^^ 
determines,  it  being  made  a  public  Law  by  the  High  Contracting  Parties.  The  King  of*  C5r^j|* 
Britain  and  our  Sovereign  agreed  to  abolish,  and  to  cause  to  be  carried  into  effect  the  abolition  m^-^'  t^be 
Slave  Trade  in  their  respective  dominions ;  they  foresaw  the  means  of  which  their  subjects  ^^mm^hk 
avail  themselves  for  defrauding  the  law  of  the  State ;  they  declared  the  circumstances  for  libefaC&s^^  ^^ 
condemning  the  vessels  destined  for  the  express  purpose  of  the  Trade,  and  they  formed  a  Royal  C^om* 
mission,  named  by  the  two  High  Powers,  for  the  suppression,  and  for  adjudicating  the  cases  ia  ^w^Iug^l 
it  might  be  presumed  that  the  prohibition  was  violated,  and  giving  to  these  Commissioos  th^  oleax 
and  simple  formula  for  the  judgment,  since  which  time  such  captures  are  not  of  the  (N^inary  obac^ 
belonging  to  the  military  jurisdiction  of  the  marine  department  of  e'lihoc  of  the  two  nations^  cm  cm*  ax» 
they  adjudicated  otherwise  than  by  means  of  a  political  law,  or  a  law  of  nations  agreed  upon  l>^€j«recnL 
both  Sovereigns,  the  execution  of  which  depends  upon  tlie  instructions  with  which  they  chang»c:l.  tlieir 
Commissions.  There  is  nothing  clearer  thaq  the  whole  of  the  12th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  JVflT  st^lrid^ 
the  6th  cap.  2  of  the  Instructions  for  vessels  of  war,  the  1st  of  the  Treaty,  and  the  2nd,  3rd,  a&d.  121^ 
of  the  Regulations  for  the  Mixed  Commissions,  whicb  I  recommend  to  your  ExceUency's  peru^Bcal  ctnd 
contemplatton.  The  exceptions  pointed  out  favour  the  capturing  vessel,  and  are  provided  for  bjr  .A.rt.  5 
cap.  3,  and  by  the  10th  of  the  Treaty,  and  if  by  the  same  reason  the  detention  is  not  compretB  ^axcied 
under  it,  or  is  unjust,  the  illustrious  agents  of  their  Majesties  will  be  gratified  not  only  in  declare  x^iC  ^^* 
liberation,  but  also  in  granting  to  the  owners,  when  freed  from  the  objects  attributed  to  thei 
indemnities  provided  for  a  ease  of  the  kind  in  the  aforesaid  instructions.  It  appears  to  me  tha.C^ 
Esticellency,  as  ^e  fkst  Magistrate  of  the  Island,  should  thus  acquaint  the  Navy  Board  wad  the  ~ 
Commission,  because  it  would  oonpromise  your  authority,  and^  perhaps  the  good  ui 
between  the  two  Cabinets,  and  might  give  oooasion  in  other  respects  to  suppose,  that^  the  Stm 
liocal  Government  inclined  to  render  the  whole  of  the  Treaty  illusory,  by  withholding  from  the 
roissioners  of  the  Crown  the  cognizance  of  a  vessel  suspected  of  the  Trade  in  Negroes  with  this  ^ 
whether  she  be  Spanish  or  English,  or  her  cargo  belonging  to  Spanish  or  English  Proprietors. 

(Signed)  DR.  FRANCISCO  GARCIO  DEL  FIEREK^O- 

To  the  Members  of  the  Mixed  CommUsion. 

Decree. 

Havana,  SOHi  June,  19^^^ 

HAVING  examined  the  preceding  opinions,  with  which  I  agree,  let  Copies  be  sent,  io&'^^^ 
with  this  Decree,  to  His  Excellency  £e  Commandant  General  of  Marine,  in  order  that  he  vcm.^^^     ^ 
convinced  of  the  reason  I  entertain  for  requesting  him  to  forego,  for  the  present,  the  cognizax7i^^^0^ 
this  case,  and  remit  it  to  me  in  its  present  state,  for  the  purpose  of  handing  it  over  to  the  l^xed  Cm^ 
mission  established  in  this  city,  since  I  being  the  only  authority  empowered  with  it  to  carry  the  Xre^    *^ 
relating  thereto  into  effect,  it  is  unquestionable  that  the  said  Commission  should  receive  it  frotn  ^^^ 
hands.  ^ 

A  true  Copy.  (Signed)  VlVEa 

(Signed)  Francisco  Antonio  Seqdra. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  33. 

(Translation.)  The  Captain- General  to  the  Mixed  Court. 

Most  Excellent  Sir,  Havana,  2ith  November,  1837. 

Under  date  of  the  26th  October  last,  the  Commandant^General  of  Marine  ^iTites  me  as. 
follows  :— 

"Most  exCbllbnt  Sir, — ^The  Counsellor ^nd  Auditor  of  War  of  the  Marine  of  this  Station,  fbr 
whose  advice  I  referred  your  Excellency's  Official  Letter,  dated  the  20th  instant,  in  continuation  of 
the  antecedents  respecting  the  detention  of  the  Spanish  merchant  schooner  *  Matilde  '  by  the  pilot- 
boat  of  the  Coast-guard  of  Cuba^  the  ^  Teresita^  has  given  it  in  the  following  terms: — ^*Senoc 
Commandant  General,  I  have  examined  the  Official  Letter  of  His  Excellency  the  Captain-General  of 
the  20th  instant,  enclosing  one  addressed  to  him  by  the  Mixed  Court  on  the  25th  ultimo,  and  whieh 
comprises  two  parts :  First,  it  insists  that  the  said  Tribunal  has  to  correspond  directly  and  exclusively 
with  His  Excellency  ;  and  secondly,  it  declares  the  necessity  of  the  officer  commanding  the  pilotrboat 
^^Terenta^^^  presenting  himself  here,  and  the  schooner  ^^  Matilde''  being  sent  for  adjudication.  The- 
first  point  should  have  been  considered  at  an  end,  (although  the  question  is  not  at  rest,)  sioee-  year 
Lordship  made  known  that  you  had  acquainted  Her  Majesty  therewith  for  Her  Sovereign  resolution 
thereon  ;  and  in  this  understanding  I  would  limit  my  opinion  to  ihe  second  point,  did  not  the  Miied 
Court,  for  the  support  of  its  opinion,  avail  itself  of  an  isolated  and  deficient  Document,  and  if  I  did 
not  observe  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  First  Assessor-General  of  the  Government,  which  His 
Excellency  the  Captain  General  inserts  in  his  Official  Letter,  it  is  evident  tbat  His  Excellency  reo^ 
nises  the  legality  of  the  reasons  upon  which  the  Mixed  Court  founds  its  claim,  and  that  it  pertains  to 
his  authority  to  intervene  and  cause  the  Treaty  to  be  fulfilled,  and  because  silence  might  be  inteqpccted 
to  the  prejiulice  of  the  privileges  of  the  Marine  Court,  by  judging  that  it  adhered  to  principles  which 
it  could  not  maintain,  by  reason  of  their  not  being  considered  sufficiently  clear  and  unanswerable^ « is 
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supposed.  Hie  Docoment  which  serves  ss  a  basis  for  the  Mixed  Court,  and  which  has  called  forth 
the  opinion  of  the  Second  Assessor  of  the  Governtneot,  consists  of  the  reports  which  Don  Francisco 
Garcia  del  Fierro  and  Don  Jo94  Franco  made  to  His  Excellency  Don  Francisco  Dionisio  Vives,  in 
consequence  of  the  dispute  between  the  Minced  Commission  ttnd  the  Navy  Board,  as  to  which:  of  the 
two  Authorities  4t  belonged  to  take  cognizance  of  the  captuve  made  by  the  Spanish  printleer 
^RoPMnei**  of  the  Portuguese  brig  **  Maria  de  la  GUma^^  with  a  cargo  fi  Africans  on  board.  I 
have  said  that  these  Documents  are  isolated  and  deficient,  and  in  effect  being  distinct  portions  of  a 
question  which  was  discussed  with  deliberation  and  warmth  by  both  Tribunals,  there  should  have  "been 
teme  reference  made,  however  slight,  to  the  effect  produced  bj  the  resolution  of  His  Excellency  Senor 
¥lves,  and  as  to  whether  the  Navy  Board  reoognieed  the  faculties  attributed  to  His  Excellency.  To 
Bll  this  void,  and  examine,  as  should  have  been  done,  into  the  progress  and  result  of  that  l^gal 
4W0iHinter,  I  have  examined  the  proceedings  on  the  said  capture,  and  it  appears  therefrom  thai  the 
Marine  Department,  by  the  advice  of  the  Auditor  and  Fiscal,  demanded  that  if  the  Commission  con* 
sidered  it  its  privilege  to  take  cognizance  of  the  capture,  and  raise  a  formal  contention  it  should  oor- 
4fiespoiid  directly  with  the  Board,  without  the  mediation  of  His  Excellency  the  Captain  General, 
^opinion  of  the  31st  June,  1824,  page  67)  and  when  His  Excellency,  in  conformity  with  the  above* 
jventioned  opraions  of  Messrs.  Fierro  and  Franco,  communicated  to  the  Board  the  resolution  of 
which  the  H^^xed  Court  now  makes  a  merit,  the  Junta  was  very  far  from  agreeing  therewith,  or  of 
recognising  in  His  Excellency  faculties  for  interfering  m  the  affair,  and  deciding  the  legal  dispute, 
fa  eftct  ^e  Fiscal  in  bis  representation  of  the  1st  July,  1824,  gtH)ttnded  on  the  axiom  that  the  :power 
«f  judging  is  an  exckmive  gift  of  the  MonanAi,  and  that  without  special  nominatioa  nobody  can 
exercise  it,  impugned  the  principles  emitted  in  the  said  opinion,  and  Uie  Navy  Board,  in  conformity 
with  that  advice,  although  it  forwarded  the  proceedings  to  His  Excellency  the  Captaiu  General, 
proposing  an  agreemeirt  with  the  Mixed  Cocn^,  did  so  fbr  political  reasons,  preserving  its  faculties 
asd  decorum,  and  with  the  fiirmal  pretest  which  H  extended,  without  impairing  the  jtirrsdicUon  upoa 
whiob  it  alone  recognised  the  Authorities  appointed  by  the  Laws  for  limiting  it  to  that  object,  and  not 
His  Excellency,  b^use  the  Sovereign  from  whom  they  all  emanated,  had  given  to  the  Chief  of  this 
Comandancia  General  a  plenitude  of  power,  which  could  not  be  curtailed  by  any  other  local  authority, 
without  committing  an  act  which  would  distivrb  the  order  assigned  to  each  public  functionary  in  the 
exercise  of  his  dutie?,  ftc.  The  finrce  of  these  arguments  coold  not  fail  to  produce  a  corresponding 
effect,  and  thus  it  is  that  the  said  Senor  Fraaoo  in  his  report  of  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  with 
which  His  Excellency  Senor  Vives  agreed,  as  appears  from  his  Official  Letter  of  the  same  date,  stated 
that  the  authority  of  the  Government  has  never  exceeded  the  limits  of  insinuation  or  recommeadatioo, 
in  order  to  avoid  consequences  that  might  be  disagreeable;  and  concluded  by  proposing  that  the  whole 
matter  should  be  laid  before  His  Majesty,  who  might  <ieign  to  make  known  his  resolution,  which 
would  serve  as  a  rule  in  future.  Nothing  has  been  determined  on  up  to  the  present  time  by  the 
Supreme  Government,  and  the  New  Treaty  presents  on  this  particular  the  same  void  as  the  first,  and 
still  the  reasons  exist  that  were  emitted  by  the  Fiscal  and  the  Navy  Board,  as  well  as  the  doubts  of 
the  said  Senores  Fierro  y  Franco,  who  in  good  faith  confessed  that  the  point  was  doubtful  and  delicate, 
limiting  themselves  to  grounding  dieir  respective  opinions  on  Inotives  of  expediency  and  policy.  And 
by  the  way,  it  will  not  be  superfluous  to  observe,  tliat  the  first  Tenicnte  Assessor  of  the  Government, 
ijso  considering  that  the  reasons  of  the  Mixed  Court  were  not  obvious  enough  to  disclaim  the 
cognisance  of  the  proeeedings  adopted  at  Cuba,  in  consequence  of  the  detention  of  the  ^*  Matildef^^ 
wWn  ia  its  report  of  the  7th  June  last,  transcribed  in  the  Official  Letter  of  His  Excellency  the 
Captain  General  of  the  same  date,  it  allowed  that  the  affair  presented  some  circumstances  of  former 
^discussion.  For  the  identical  reasons  of  the  Navy  Board  for  transmitting  to  His  Excellency  the 
Captain  General  the  proceedings  consequent  on  the  cq)ture  of  the  brig  ^*  Maria  de  la  Gloria^^*  your 
Lordship  agreed  to  adopt  the  prudential  measures  which  I  proposed  in  my  Report  of  the  15th  July 
last,  for  the  rest  I  had  no  desire  to  extend  the  present  Report  in  any  respect  beyond  what  a  new 
discussion  was  calculated  to  provoke.  I  have  only  desired  to  simply  facts,  and  to  prevent  silence 
being  interpreted  as  an  acquiescence  in  the  principles  emitted  by  the  Mixed  Court,  and  supported  by 
the  first  Assessor  of  the  Government,  since  this  is  a  question  already  exhausted,  and  submitted  to  the 
determination  of  Her  Majesty,  to  whom  must  be  also  transmitted  an  account  of  all  that  has  lately 
transpired;  in  the  mean  time  we  will  attend  to  the  second  particular.  Your  Lordship  was  pleased 
to  acquaint  me  verbally  that  you  had  issued  the  necessary  orders  for  Don  JoscS  de  la  Cruz,  the  Com- 
annder  of  the  pilot-boat  */  terenta"  to  present  himself  nere  with  all  possible  despatch,  notwith- 
standing the  serious  inconvenience  which  results  from  removing  au  Officer  from  the*  charge  he  holds 
with  the  Royal  approbation,  and  as  regards  the  coming  of  the  schooner  **  MaHlde**  the  Mitred  Court, 
withoot  doubt  has  not  given  attention  to  the  Official  Letter  of  the  Commandant  of  Marine  at  Cuba,  a 
Copy  of  which  was  sent  to  them  for  the  sole  puqiose  of  explaining  to  them  the  absolute  impossitiility 
of  sending  on  the  said  vessel,  by  reason  of  her  having  set  out  on  her  voyage,  as  soon  as  her  damages 
were  repaired.  All  that  can  be  done  on  this  particular  is  to  apprize  the  said  Commandant  of  Cuba 
that,  in  case  the  ^*  MaiUde**  return  to  that  Port,  he  cause  her  to  be  immeditftely  sent  on  to  this  with 
all  safety,  and  without  losing  a  moment,  saving  your  better  judgment,  &c. — Havana,  25th  Octobq^, 
1837.— ^Signed)  Akastasio  Carrillo." 

And  having  conformed  with  this  opinion,  I  transmit  it  to  your  Excellency  by  Decree  of  yesterday, 
for  your  Excellency's  information,  and  in  reply  to  your  Communication. 

And  I  transcribe  it  to  your  Excellency  and  your  Honour  for  the  proper  ends  as  regards  you. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

The  Judges  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice.  (Signed)  MIGUEL  TACON. 

No.  34. 
Her  Miye%tyi  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  Jan.  31, 1838.) 

Mt  Lord,  Havana,  2U<  Dteember,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  Spanish  schooner 
*•  Matilde"'  was  captured  on  the  4th  instant,  in  latitude  19°  38'  N.,  longitude  IT 
12'  W.,  by  Her  Majesty's  sloop  **Snake/^  Commander  Milne,  with  259  negroes 
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on  Board,  of  whom  4  have  since  died,  and  Vas  brought  into  thi«  port  on  the  1 1th 
instant,  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Jauncey. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  from  the  evidence,  of  which  we  send  an  abstract 
enclosed,  that  the  slaves  were  taken  on  board  at  Arabrh,  on  the  eoast  of  Africa^ 
and  were  intended  to  be  taken  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  when  the  "Snake"  fortunately 
eame  up  with  them. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Court,  having  met  on  the  14th  and  15th  instant 
to  receive  the  evidence,  on  the  18th  pronounced  sentence  ^  of  condemnatu>n  onti^e 
vessel,  and  decreed  the  liberation  of  the  surviving  negroes. 

The  **  Matilder  according  to  the  ship's  register,  appears  to  have  for  its  owner 
one  Pedro  Mas,  who  was  also  stated  to  be  the  Captain ;  but  the  real  owner  is 
reported  to  be  an  American,  of  the  name  of  Wilson.  According  to  the  evklence, 
however,  the  Master,  Pedro  Mas,  and  his  Chief  Mate,  ware  taken,  out  of  the 
*'  MatUdCy'  together  with  a  part  of  the  crew  and  cargo,  by  a  ship  professing  to  be 
a  Portuguese  vessel  of  war  (name  unknown),  though  it  is  worthy  of  note,  that  the 
*^  Matilde"  was  found  armed  with  3  cannons  and  an  extraordinary  stock  of  ammuni* 
tion  and  fire  arms,  all  full  Ibaded,  so  as  to  lead  to  a  suspicion  of  the  parties  them- 
selves having  had  certain  piratical- intentions. 

We  feel  peculiar  satisfaction  in  the  capture  of  this  vessel,  as  putting  an  end, 
most  conclusively,  to  the  questions  arising  from  her  having  formerly  been  met  by 
Her  Majesty's  ship  ''  Vestal/'  and  given  up  to  the  Spanish  vessel  of  war  "  TeresUa,'* 
which  then  claimed  to  have  her  in  charsce. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY.  * 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmer ston^  Q.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  34. 


Captor's  Declaration  in  the  ca$e  of  the  **  Matilde." 

I,  Alexander  Milke,  Commander  of  Her  Brittannic  Majesty's  sloop*'  Snake,"  hereby  declare, 
that  on  this  4th  day  of  December,  1837,  bein^  in  or  about  latitude  19^  38^  north,  longtitude  77^  12f 
west,  I  detained  the  ship  or  vessel  named  the  goleta  '*  Matilde^**  sailing  under  Spanish  colours,  armed 
with  3  guns,  one  18,  two  6  pounders,  commanded  by  Dicho  Camano,  but  at  present  in  drarge  of 
Miguel  Aldabo,  who  declared  her  to  be  bound  from  Ambris,  coast  of  Africa,  to  Sanilaafo  de  Cuba,  with 
a  crew  consisting  of  37  nien,  boys,  supercargo,  passengers,  whose  names,  as  declared  by'tbttn  respec* 
tively,  are  inserted  in  a  list  at  foot  hereof,  and  having  on  board  259  slaves,  said  to  have  been  taken  on 
boaid  at  Ambris  and  Cabenda,  on  the  15th  day  of  October  1837,  and  a^e  enumerated  as  follows, 
viz.  :— 

Heahhy.  Sickly. 

Men,         56         .. 

Women,    45 

Boys,        98 

Girls,        48         .. 

Children,  17 

I  do  furtber  declare  that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  appeared  perfectly  re^worthy,  and  was  supplied  with 
a  sufficient  stock  of  water  and  provisions,  for  the  support  of  the  said  negroes  and  crew  on  their  destined 
voyage  to  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

I  do  further  declare,  that  the  said  vessel  appears  a  fine  vessel,  well  found,  and  slaves  quite  healthy^ 
and  cleanly  ;  but  we  were  obliged  to  supply  her  with  provisions  to  oarry  her  on  to  Havana. 

HORATIO  JAUNCEY,  Senior  Lieutenant,  H.  M.  S.  ** Snake,"  witness. 

JAMES  BANKIER,  3f.  D.,  Surgeon,  H.  M.  S.  ** Snake,'*  xoUness. 

I  am  doubtful  as  to  the  person  in  command  of  the  **  Matiide^**  being  the  proper  person  whose  name 
is  in  the  manifest. 

(Signed)  ALEXANDER  MILNE,  Commander  H.M.  stoop  "  Snake." 


Second  EHclosure  in  No.  34. 


Abstract  of  the  Evidence  in  the  Case  of  the  "  Matilde." 

\Ath  December,  1837. 

Mr.  Horatio  Jauncey,  Fii-st  Lieutenant  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  "  Snake,"  being  duly 
sworn,  affirmed  the  signature  at  the  bottom  of  the  letter  to  the  Mixed  Court,  forwarded  by  the  British 
Judge,  to  be  his.  That  the  document  now  showed  to  him  is  the  same  that  was  delivered  to  hiia  by 
Alexander  Milne,  Esq.,  commander  of  the  sloop-of-war  *•  Snake,"  being  the  declaration  respecting^  the 
detention  of  the  *'  Matilde,'^  signed  by  the  said  commander,  whose  signature  he  rec<^ises,  and 
affirms  the  truth  of  the  contents.  That  he  recognises  the  papers  numbered  from  1  to  4  as  thcsa.me 
that  he  delivered  to  the  British  Judge,  viz.,— 1.  The  Royal  Sailing  Passport  of  the  '*MatUde;  2. 
The  Deed  of  Ownership  of  the  said  schooner;  8.  The  Muster-Roll  of  the  **  MaUlde's^'  crew;  and.  4. 
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the  Log*book,-*ih&t  ihtj  are  iho  same  that  were  delivered  to  him  by  the  capturing  commander^  and 
which  were  found  on  board  the '*  3fa<{Yde*'  on  her  examination.  Thnt  he  parted  company  with  the 
V  Snake"  between  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  the  Point  of  Tarquino, — that  two  of  the  negproes  died  on  the 
passage  from  thence  to  Havana,  and  that  there  remained  aPive  257*  That  lie  did  not  iovn^h  at  any 
other  place,  but  came  direct  to  this  as  the  residence  of  the  Miied  Court  Tlrnt  there  are  but  a  smaU 
quantity  of  proviskHM  remaining  in  the  vessel,  and  tliat  they  only  took  from  the  brig-of-war  three 
large  barrels  of  flour  of  about,  he  thinks,  370  lbs.  weight  each.  That  he  now  exhibits  to  the  Judges 
the  instructions  mentioned  intlie  Treuty,  for  examining  and  detaining  vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave. 
Trade,  and  that  all  he  has  declared  is  true. 

Mr,  Maurice  Jones^  volunteer  of  Her  Britannic  M4\iesty*8  sloop  "  Snake,"  being  duly  sworn,  and 
hariog  examined  the  Captor's  declaration,  aiHrmed  the  contents  thereof  to  be  true,  and  the  signature 
lo  be  that  of  Commander  Milne,  who  detained  the  schooner**  3/a/iW^,"  and  sent  her  to  this  port 
under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Horatio  Jauncey,  with  whom  this  deponent  came. 

Iblh  Dfcember,  1887. 

Don  Miguel  Aid abo,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  is  'lliird  Mate  of  the  schooner  '*  MaiUde^^ 
that  the  ^^MatUde*^  was  detained  by  Her  Brit£mnic  Majesty's  brig  **  Snake/'  and  brought  to  this  port  by  a 
XVize  Master  for  having  negroes  onboard.  That  there  were  250  odd  slaves  on  board  the  **3/a/i7<fe"  at 
^he  time  of  the  detention ;  but  that  he  does  not  know  the  exact  number  ;  that  they  brought  the  negroes 
from  Ambris  on  the  coast  of  Africa  ;  that  the  detention  was  made  in  latitude  19^40'  north,  and  lotig^ 
tilude  71^  15'  west  of  Cod'Z.  That  they  saile<l  fVom  Santiago  de  Cuba;  that  the  owner  of  the  vessel 
is  Don  Pedro  Mas,  who  filled  the  situations  of  Captain  and  Supercargo,  and  that  the  cargo  was  linens, 
muskets,  aguardiente,  bars  of  iron,  and  gunpowder.  That  the  said  Captain  Mas  is  not  amongst  the 
detained  crew,  but  that  he  was  left  behind  in  Africa,  detained  by  some  Portuguese  vessel,  who  also 
robbed  them  of  part  of  their  cargo.  That  they  touched  at  no  place  on  their  passap^e  from  Africa* 
That  he  does  not  recollect  on  what  day  they  arrived  at  Amhris,  nor  when  they  sailed  uom  Cuba,  but 
tiiat  they  embarked  272  slaves  of  both  sexes.  That  the  papers  now  skown  him  are  the  same  with 
which  the  *'  Matilde**  sailed,  and  which  the  captors  took  from  on  board  at  the  time  of  detention.  That 
of  the  outward  bound  cargo,  there  remains  on  board  some  bars  of  iron,  from  8  to  10  pipes  of  aguar- 
diente, 2  or  3  barreb  of  gunpowder,  and  nothing  else.  That  Don  Jose  Camano,  who  is  called  the 
Captain  in  the  Muster-roli  he  has  just  examined, did  not  sail  in  the  vessel  on  her  expedition  to  Africa, 
that  h^  remained  at  Cuba,  and  the  Captain,  as  he  has  already  stated,  was  Don  Pedro  Mas.  That 
the  second  Mate,  Don  Angel  Jose  Conesa,  as  stated  in  the  Muster-roll,  also  remained  a  prisoner  on 
the  coast  of  Africa. 

Don  Hilario  De/^acfo  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  is  Boatswain  of  the  Spanish  merchant- 
schooner,  **  Matilde^**  which  vessel  was  detained  in  sight  of  the  Point  of  Tarquino  on  this  island,  by  an 
English  brig-of-war,  which  sent  them  into  this  port  for  having  Bozal  negroes  on  board.  That  there 
were  259  slaves  on  board,  embarked  at  Ambris  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  that,  as  well  as  he  ciin  re- 
coUect,  they  there  took  on  board  212  of  both  sexes,  who  were  reduced  by  disease  to  the  before-men- 
tioned number.  That  they  sailed  from  Santiago  de  Cuba,  on  what  day  he  does  npt  recollect,  with 
Spanish  papers,  and  a  caf^  consisting  of  l^les  of  linent  bars  of  iron,  muskets,  and  aguardiente  in 
demijohns,  and  that  they  have  brought  back  about  25Q  bars  of  iron,  and  9  pipes  of  aguardtante.  That 
the  Owner,  Captain,  and  Supercargo,  was  Don  Pedro  Mas,  who  was  left  prisoner  in  Africa,  together  with 
Don  Angel  Conesa>  the  Portuguese  having  taken  them  as  well  as  a  part  of  tlte  niercliandise.  That 
the  papers  now  shown  to  him  are  those  with  which  the  schooner  **Ma///(fe'*  sailed,  and  vvhich  were 
taken  by  the  captor  at  the  time  of  the  detention.    That  he  is  28  vears  of  age. 

Don /oJi&i^ /ie;iea,  seaman  on  board  the  schooner,  *' Matilde/*  deposed,  that  the  ^^Matilde**  was 
brought  to  this  port  by  an  English  Officer^  Lieutenant  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  **  Snake,"  on 
accouut  of  her  having  Bozal  negroes  on  board.  That  there  were«259  slaves  on  board  at  the  time  of 
detentidn  ;  that  there  were  Uiken  on  board  at  Ambriz  on  the  coast  of  AfVica,  to  the  number,  although 
he  does  not  well  recollect,  of  270.  That  they  sailed  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  with  Spanish  papers^ 
because  their  flag  was  Spanish,  and  that  the  cargo  consisted  of  bales  of  goods,  gunpowder,  mu^kets^ 
a^ardiente,  and  some  other  eifects  which  he  cannot  recollect.  That  ihey  bring  back  no  part  of  the 
cai^  that  remained,  although  all  the  goods  were  not  expended  in  the  purchase  of  the  slaves,  because  a 
Portuguese  ship  carried  off  part  of  their  merchandise,  and  detained  the  Captain  and  the  Second  Mate» 
Don  Angel  JostS  Conesa,  besides  others,  who  remain^  at  Cabinda.     That  he  is  28  years  of  age. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  34. 
Sentence  in  the  Case  of  the  **Matilde-" 


(Translation.) 

In  the  Always  Most  Faithful  City  of  Havana,  on  the  18th  day  of  December,  1637,  the  Most  Ex- 
cellent Seiior  Don  Jost5  Maria  Henrem  y  Herrera,  Conde  de  Fernandina,  Grandee  of  Spain,  &c.  &c. 
the  Spanish  Judge  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  established  in  this  city,  and  James  Kennedy,  £sq.» 
the  British  Judge  thereof,  having  examined  the  proceedings  consequent  upcn  the  detention  made  by 
the  English  brig-of-war  •*  Snake,'*  Commander,  Alexander  Milne,  in  latitude  lO'^  38'  north,  and 
longitude  77°  12'  west,  of  the  Spanish  merchant-schooner  **  MatUde"  sailing  under  Spanish  colours, 
armed  with  3  guns,  one  18-pounder,  and  two  6-pounders,  and  commanded  by  the  3rd  Mate,  Don 
Miguel  Aldabo,  the  Captain  not  being  on  board,  he  having  been  left  a  prisoner  at  Ambriz,  on  the 
Coast  of  Africa,  from  whence  he  was  sailing  from  Santiago  de  Cuba ;  and  having  on  board,  at  the 
time  of  capture,  259  negroes  of  both  sexes :  and  it  appearing  by  the  Declaration  forwarded  by  the 
Commander  of  the  said  English  brig,  and  presented  by  the  Lieutenant  of  the  said  vessel,  Mr.  Horatio 
Jauncey,  by  the  Declaration  of  this  last  Officer,  by  that  of  the  before-mentioned  Don  Miguel  Aldabo, 
and  the  other  individuals  examined,  as  also  by  the  Spanish  Papers  found  on  board,  that  the  said 
schooner  sailed  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the  16lh  of  May  last  for  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  with 
Spanish  goods,  and  made  for  Ambriz,  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  where  she  purchased  272  slaves  of  both 
sexes,  and  that  she  sailed  on  her  return  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  the  above-mentioned  number  of  272 
slaves  being  reduced  by  illness  at  the  time  of  detention,  and  of  those  remaining  2  more  died  up  to  the 
time  of  her  arrival  and  anchorage  in  this  Port ;  so  that  on  the  whole  they  are  reduced  to  257. 
Whereupon  the  Judges  agreed  that  they  ought  to  declare,  and  hereby  do  declare,  with  all  due  r^ard 
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to  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  according  to  the  osiial  brief  and  aammary  ii»ode  of  pioeeednif  adoptaJ 
in  all  such  cases,  on  the  truth  beings  made  manifest,  the  capture  of  the  above  mcatioaed  schooner 
**  Matilde  "  to  be  good  and  legal,  together  with  the  257  negroes,  and  that  the  ircsael,  wiUi  whatcier 
effects  may  be  found  on  board,  including  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  whatever  may  i^ppcar  m  her  ibubh 
tory,  excepting  the  above-mentioned  257  negroes  remaining  alive,  are  subject  to  confiscation,  the  aaid 
negroes  remaining  free  from  all  slavery  and  captivity ;  and  the  Prize^Master  it  dkeoted  to  deliver  «p4» 
condemned  vessel  to  Don  Jnan  Stntas,  according  to  formal  Intpenlory,  for  wbidi  purpose  the  pecetawry 
Order  will  be  issued  previously  to  the  accustomed  oath  being  administered,  and  the  aaaie  then  to  te 
kept  at  the  disposal  of  the  Court,  until  she  be  broken  up  and  sold  by  public  anctka,  in  order  that  the 
proceeds  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  two  Governments,  for  which  purpose  she  will  be  valued  by 
the  Principal  Masters  of  the  Royal  Arsenal,  who  shall  be  likewise  svH>m  to  perform  this  doty  finth* 
fully,  previously  to  the  assistance  being  remlered  by  the  Commandant-General  of  Ibie  8tatii,  hf 
means  of  his  Excellency  the  President,  Governor  and  Captain-General,  in  the  same  raaaner  as  km* 
tofore.  The  Secretary  shall  also  proceed  to  deliver  to  the  above-mentioned  negroes  their  Certificates 
of  Emancipation,  and  shall  address  an  official  Letter,  with  a  Copy  of  this  Sentence,  to  his  fisoeUeney 
the  Captain-General  for  his  information,  and  in  order  that  Uie  Spanish  individuals  of  the  crew  of  Ifaie 
schooner  ^^Malilde^^  may  remain  at  his  Excellency's  disposal,  for  whatever  purpose  may  be  oeoe»* 
sary.  And  by  this  their  sentence,  definitively  judging,  thus  the  Judges  provided,  ordered,  and  stgned, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Secretary,  who  certifies. 

(Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  FERNANDINA. 

J.  KENNEDY- 
(Signed)        JUAN  FRANCISCO  CASCALES,  Secretary. 


No.  35. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office^  22nd  F^rutsry,  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatches  to  that  of  the  Slst  of  Deoember,  1837. 
With  reference  to  your  Despatch  of  the  20th  o(  December,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  claim  made  by  the  Master  of  the  "  Vencedora^^'  for  compensation  for  the  deten* 
tion  of  his  vessel  by  Her  Majesty's  sloop  "  Ringdove,"  I  have  to  acquaint  you  dmt 
I  fully  approve  of  the  course  whicii  has  been  pursued  by  the  Mixed  Court,  io€ 
liscertaining,  by  means  of  a  commission,  the  actual  loss  incurred  in  the  case*  aad 
that  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  articles  of  the  cargo,  which  may  be  proved  to  have 
been  removed  from  the  **  Vencedora"^  by  the  captor,  may  fairly  be  allowed  to  form 
an  iten\  in  the  claim  iot  damages  for  which  compensation  is  to  be  made. 

With  regard  to  your  request  for  instructions  as  to  the  mode  in  which  payment 
is  to  be  made,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  the  claimant  should  be  furnished  with  aa 
official  copy  of  the  award,  if  any,  made  in  his  favour  by  the  Mixed  Court  against 
the  captor ;  and  that  it  is  for  him  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  recovering  the 
amount  awarded,  either  from  the  captor,  or  in  his  default  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners, 
£fc:  8fc.  Sfc. 

No.  36. 

Viscount  Pabfnersion  to  Her  Majtstjfs  Commissontrs. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  6/A  March,  1838. 

I  HAVE  directed  Her  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Madrid  to  communicate  to  the 
Government  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  the  substance  of  a  letter  which  was  addressed 
to  me  on  the  26th  August,  1837,  respecting  the  Slave  Trade  said  to  be  earned  an 
from  Cadiz  and  in  the  West  Indies^  in  vessels  the  property  of  Spaniards,  but  sailing 
under  the  Flag  of  Portugal. 

I  have  now  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  answer,  which  has  been  returned  bjr 
the  Spanish  Government,  to  the  conmiunication  made  to  them  by  Sir  G.  ViUierB 
upon  the  subject.  The  Spanish  Government  state,  that  inquiries  are  being  made 
at  the  Havana,  respecting  tne  facts  and  circumstances  mentioned  in  Mr.  Kennedy's 
letter^  and  that  orders  will  be  given  for  redoubling  the  precaution  taken  for  Uie 
prevention  of  fraud  and  abuses  similar  to  those  complained  of. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Her  Majesty^ 9  Commhtionerff 
Sfc.        ^c.        8f€. 
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Enclofiure  in  No.  36. 

Sir  G.  Vaiieri  to  ViseowU  PahmuUm. 

MadrM>  February  lOtb;  1 8S8. 
(Se^  Claas  B.  of  this  Series^No.  11.) 


No.  37. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty  s  Commissioners. 
Gbntlimbn,  Foreign  Office,  6th  March,  1838, 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  the  Copy  of  a  Despatch  and  of  its  Enclosure, 
ftemHer  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Madrid, containing  the  answer  returned  by  the  Spanish 
OofenuBent  to  a  complaint  made  to  them  by  His  late  Majesty's  Government  in 
the  year  1836,  founded  upon  tlie  infonnation  sent  by  you  on  the  30th  April  in  that 
year,  that  4  Spanish  vessels  had  landed  cargoes  of  Slaves  on  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Her  Majesty^ s  Commissioners, 
ifc.        ^c.        Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  37. 

Sir  G,  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Madrid,  February  17lh,  1888.^ 

(See  Class  B.  of  this  Series,  No.  12.) 

No.  38. 

Viscount  Pahnersion  to  Her  Mqfesfy's  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office^  &th  March,  1838. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  to  you  of  the  5th  January  last,  relative  to  a 
Negro  who  had  secreted  himself  on  board  Efer  Majesty's  ship  *'  Romney,"  stationed 
at  me  Havana^  and  whom  Lieutenant  Jenkin  had  given  up  to  the  liacal  Autho- 
rities at  that  place,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  Copies  of  two 
Despatches  and  of  their  Enclosures,  from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Madrid,  by 
which  you  will  perceive,  that  the  Spanish  Government  have  expressed  themselves 
to  be  much  pleased  with  the  course  pursued  by  Lieutenant  Jenkin  in  this  matter. 

I  have,  &c. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fc.        SfC.        SfC. 

Enclosures  in  No.  38. 

Sir  G.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Madrid,  January  27th,  1838. 
„        February  3rd,      „ 

(See  Class  B.  of  this  Series,  No.  6  and  No.  9.) 

No.  39. 

discount  Palmei'ston  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  6th  March,  1838. 

With  reference  to  previous  Correspondence  upon  tlie  subject  of  the 
Negroes,  stated  to  have  been  concealed  on  board  the  Spanish  schooner  "  Vencedora^ 
whue  she  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  previous  to  her  departure  for  the  West 
Indies,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  Copies  of  two  Despatches, 
and  of  their  Enclosures,  from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Madrid. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  Spanish  Minister  s  note  of  the  29th  January,  1838, 
enclosed  with  these  Despatches,  that  the  Spanish  Government  Uaye  ordered  in- 
quiries to  be  instituted  into  at  Cadiz,  for  ascertaining  the  truth  of  the  allegations 
made  upon  this  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners, 
Sfc.   ,     4re.         ^c. 
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Enoldsures  k  No.^O. 
-  ^   iSirO.  rmcrsi(K  Viscount  Palm^^Um. 
i  Madrid,. Jtimuuy  27lh,  1838^  ; 

I  (See;  Class  B.  of  this  Serief,  No.  7  and  No.  10.) 


No.  40. 
jfler  Majesty  6  Cammisnoners  to  Viscount  Palmer^ tQn.—(Rec.  March  7,  1838.) 

My  Lord,  Havana,  22nd  December,  1837. 

We  li&ve  the  honour  to  acknowledge  haying  received  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  18th  September  last,  containing;  your  Lordship's  Instructions 
respecting  the  providing  food  and  clothing  for  the  liegroes  brought  here  in  slave- 
vessels  by  Her  Majesty's  cruizers,  and  liberated  by  sentence  of  the  Mixed  Cotirt, 
which  Despatch  we  duly  communicated  to  Her  Majesty's  Superintendent  of  libe- 
rated Afiicans* 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  G.C.B. 

SfC.  Sft.  if€. 


Na.41.- 
Her  Majcdy.9  Commission's  to  Viscount  Palmer ston. — {Rcc.  March  7, 1^38f) 
My  Lord,    .  .        .  Havana,  30fA  December^  1^37. 

We  beg  leave  to  subjbin.  lists  of  such  arrivals  and  departures  of  slane- 
vessels,  during  the  past  month,  as  we  have  been  .OtblQ  to  obtain  information  of, 
yiz. :-~    -■-...  ' 

ARRIVALS. 

December  15tl;i  Boitiigiuese  Schooner  *'  Con^titucion"       . , ,       ■ , , 

, ,        17lk  , ,         Ship  **  Maria  Segunda,"  J.  Garcia,  Master. 

(a)  Socorro        '  .    -    *  ' 

, ,  , ,  , ,         Brig    ,      **  PaUnira"  , ,         , , 

,,        23rd         ,,         Sch6on«r       ,,  ^  ,,  ,, 

9  »  9  9  »  >  DiUO  f9-'''  9  9  9  9 

, ,        80th         , ,         Brig         *•  Carlota"  , ,         , , 

DEPARTURES. 

December  11th  American  Schooner  ^'  Jtramiirra,^'  cleared  for  Isia  Principe 
,,         15th  Spanish  ,,  ,     •'Montana^**  ,,         Cape  de  Verd 

, ,        23rd  Portuguese  Brig      **  Vcloi,"  , ,         San  TomtJ. 

We  have,  Sue. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstqn,  G.CJS. 


.    No.  42.  ■ 

Her  Majesty  s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmer4ton.^'^(Receiv€d  Mar€h7.) 

IAy  Lord^  Havana,  1st  Jantmryif  1838. 

In  obedience  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  5th  Geo.  IV.  cap.  li3,  entitled 
"  An  Act  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  laws  relating  to  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,"  we  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  a  return  of  the  cases,  adju- 
dicated in  the.  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  at  this  place  during  the  last  six  months. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Paimerston  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  42. 

Rehtm  of  Spanish  VemU  brmghl  before  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  at  the  Havana  for  Adjudica* 
Hon,  between  the  lit  July^  1S87»  and  the  Ut  January,  1838. 


NMMofVesM). 

J)mte 
of  Seisoie. 

Property 
Seised. 

Seller. 

Date  of 
Sentence. 

Decretal  part 
of  Sentence, 

whether 
Forfeiture  ov 
Bestitution. 

Whether  Property 
Condemned  has  been  sold 
or  comretted,  and  whether 
any  part  ifemains  unsold, 
and  in  whose  hands  the 
Proceeds  remain. 

Antonka  •     • 

Veneedora      • 
lUtUde     •    • 

7  June  1837 

14  October, 
1837 

4  December, 
1837 

Schooner, 
with  183 
Negroes. 

Schooner, 
with  26 
Negroes. 
Schooner, 
with  259 
Negroes. 

Commander  Hope, 
H.MJS.^wRscCT." 

Commander 

NixoD,  H.M.S. 

«  Ringdove," 

Commander 

MHne,  H.M.S. 

"Snake." 

11  September 
1837 

UNoTember, 
1837 

18  December, 
1837 

Forfeiture. 

Restitution. 
Forfeiture. 

The  Tessel  hat  been  broken 
up  and  sold,  according  to 
the  stipulations   ef   the 

stUl  remain  in  tbs  hands 
of  the  Secretai^  of  the 
Mixed  Court. 

The  Tessel,  &e.   are    now 
under  the  charge  of  Don 
Juan  Sintas,  to  be  broken 
up  according  to  the  Treaty* 

(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

KDWARD  W.  H.  SCHSNIfi^. 


No.  43. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmer ston. -^{Received  March  7.) 

My  Lord^  Havana^  \st  January,  1838. 

In  submitting  to  your  Lordship  our  yearly  Report  of  the  state  of  the  Slkve 
Trade,  we  have  to  express  our  regret,  fliat,  notwithstanding  the  additional  difficul- 
ties placed  in  the  way  of  ohtaining  information,  that  traffic  seems  to  be  consider- 
ably increased  during  the  last  year,  if  we  may  form  an  opinion  by  the  number  of 
Yessels  that  have  lately  sailed  from  this  port  for  the  coast  of  Africa. 

In  the  year  1836  the  number  of  vessels  which  left  this  port  for  the  coast  of 
Africa,  as  appears  by  the  Return,  Enclosure  No.  1,  was  38,  viz. — 

Spanish     •   2S 
Portuguew    5     * 
American  •  5 


ToUl . . 

38 

During 
creased  to- 

the 

last 

year. 

see 

return  Enclosure  No. 

Portuguese  •  40 
Spanish    •   •  19 
American     .  11 
Austriftn      •     1 
Swedish       .    1 

3, 

the 

departures 

have 

in- 

Totol  .. 

72 

Injustice,  however,  it  must  be  stated,  that  the  Austrian  vessel  was  known  to  be 
engaged  otherwise  than  in  the  illicit  trade  \vith  Africa ;  and  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Swedish  vessel,  also,  was  not  directly  implicated  in  the  traffic. 

In  other  respects  we  have  little  to  add  to  the  remarks  forwarded  to  your  Lord- 
ship on  former  occasions;  but  we  cannot  fail  in  our  duty  to  congratulate  your 
Lordship  on  the  success  which  has  attended  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  1832, 
as  evinced  by  the  anxiety  j)f  the  31ave  Traders .  to  avoid  its  penalties  by  putting 
their  vessels  under  other  flags ;  and,  accordingly,  we  find  that  there  are  very  few 
vessels  sailing  now,  from  this  port  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  under  Spanish  colours. 
This  will  account  for  the  great  increase  in  the  return  of  Portuguese  vessels  engaged 
in  the  trade ;  and  this  must  also  account  for  the  scanty  traces  we  have  been  enabled 
to  obtain  of  the  vessels  that  sailed  from  this  port  for  Africa  in  the  year  1836. 
When  placed  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  they  were  also  furnished  with  other 
names ;  and  it  is  thus  almost  impossible  ror  us  to  recognise,  under  one  name,  the 
vessel  that  had  sailed  under  another.  Some  of  the  transfers  have  been  said  to 
have  been  made  in  the  Portuguese  possessions  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  but  there  are 
also  persons  here,  who  are  reported  to  be  engaged  in  furnishing  Portuguese  papers 
to  the  owners  of  slave  vessels.     Of  these  we  have  been  informed  of  one  person. 
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named  Jos^  M assoura,  living  in  the  Calle  de  Justiz,  who  received  2000  dollars  for 
papers  to  a  schooner ;  and  is  reported  to  have  done  the  same  for  others. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  ^eat  increase  in  the  number  of  vessels  from  this  port, 
it  is  stated  that  the  trade  is  by  no  means  flonrishing.  Many  persons  engaged  in 
it  have  been  considerable  losers  by  the  captures  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the 
premiums  on  insurances  have  arisen,  it  is  said,  to  even  more  than  40  per  cent. 
The  price  of  slaves,  also,  per  head,  as  brought  in  cargo,  has  arisen  to  the  avera^ 
of  480  dollars ;  and  there  is  an  anxiety  evinced  by  the  planters  to  stock  their  plan- 
tations, under  the  belief  tiiat  the  detmnination  ef  the  Irtish  Government  to  put 
down  the  trade,  by  inducing  other  nations  to  agree  to  the  same  Treaty  as  that_<^ 
1835  with  Spain,  will  be  eventually  successful. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pabnerston,  O.C.B. 
Sfc  Sfc.  S[c. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  43. 

List  of  Slave  Vessels  which  Sailed  from  the  Port  of  Haicana  for  the  Coast  of  Africa  during  the 

Year  1836. 


No. 

Date. 

Nation. 

Class. 

VesseL 

Blaster. 

Remarks. 

1 

4  Jan. 

Sftmmh 

Schooner 

Tres  Maanelai    •     • 

—  Hai^pies  .     •     . 

Retoraed. 

2 

17    „ 

Portoguese 

Brig       . 

Fenix       .... 

J.  A.  Barbara    .     • 

{^^ss^v^'"*^ 

3 

27  Feb. 

Spanish 

9  9 

Rosario    .     •     •     . 

—  Alcain. 

4 

2  Mtf. 

PortagaeM 

9  9 

Fortona   *     •     •     • 

-^Maqneda. 

5 

8    „ 

Spamih 

>  ) 

Marinero       .     ^    • 

—  Milam 

6 

8    „ 

„ 

,  y 

Isabel      .... 

—  Moviero. 

7 

19    „ 

Fbrtagoflie 
Spaimh 

Schooner 

Joeefina  •     .     •     • 

—  Mentor. 

S 

19      , 

9> 

Union      •     •     •     • 

Betoned. 

9 

19     „ 

, , 

Brig 

Nasaieno      •     •     . 

—  CamaSo 

10 

20     ' 

,, 

p  f 

Ramoncito    «     •     . 

—  Hoon. 

11 

.28  ,; 

, , 

y  } 

FeUcU     .     .     •     • 

—  Hem. 

13 

19Maj 

22  ,; 

>> 

SegnadaMomca      . 
Floientino     •     •     • 

—  CraiL 

—  Tomas. 

14 

22 

,, 

,  t 

Saltador  •     .     •     . 

-Bo4eL 

15 

26 

i> 

Ship       • 

Buropa     •     .     •     • 

•        .        • 

Returned  18th  Jan.  1837. 

16 

29  ;; 

9  9 

1 ) 

Socorro    •     •     •     • 

Anto*  Ednardo  Mnsaid 

Returned. 

17 

-Snit 

Poiiagaeee 

Brig      . 

rEsperanca,  oNas  Mi-1 
\  nerva,  oHoi  Meseoff  j 

—  Gairalho. 

18 

4  Oct. 

American 

Schooner 

Anaconda. 

19 

8     „ 

>> 

9  9 

Viper. 

20 

•       • 

)  > 

Bng 

Marcha. 

21 

»  >• 

Spaoiih 

Schooner 

Doloree. 

22 

•       • 

99 

Ketch    . 

Manuelita     •     .     • 

•     • 

Returned. 

23 

*»^  ••••  %■  ^i  ••  w%m              www 

Bloratin. 

24 

22    „ 

99 

9  9 

Schooner 

99 

Cariota     .... 

Returned. 

25 

Rosarita. 

26 

•       • 

1  , 

9  ) 

Smannel. 

27 

22    „ 

American 

Ship 

Rosana. 

(Seised  at  Cape  de  Verde, 

28 

99        >> 

9  9 

Dcnooner 

Vsnnj  Butler     •     • 

onacconntef  infensaUty 
[  in  her  Papers. 

29 

1        99 

Spanish 

9> 

Julia. 

30 

4     , 

9  9 

99 

Preciosa. 

31 

14     „ 

|> 

99 

Urraca. 

32 

—  Nor. 

9  , 

Brig       . 

Lansaiote. 

33 

,, 

>  , 

9  9 

Flor  de  U  Umi. 

34 

, , 

,  ) 

Schooner 

Siiena. 

35 

ff 

99 

Ifaria  Teresa. 

36 

6  Dee. 

Spanish 

Brig      • 

Galgo. 

37 

:23    ,, 

, , 

9  9 

Union. 

38 

*>       >> 

>> 

Schooner 

Doniella  VeermoM. 

Spanbh  . 

Portuguese 

Amerieao 


Total 


98 
5 

88 
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Second  Enclosure  in  No.  43. 

Hit  of  Slave  Vessels  which  have  Arrived  at  the  P&rt  of  Havana  from,  the  Coast  of  Africa  during  the 

Year  1887. 


No. 

Dttte. 

Nation. 

CbM. 

VeeieL 

Biaater. 

Kemaifca. 

1 

4  Jan. 

Schooner. 

2 

7     ,, 

f  > 

BrigantSne 

3 

10    „ 

SpUOBh 

Brig      . 

Jacinto    •     .     •     • 

—  Trillo. 

4 

1«    „ 

FtortngoMB 

Ship      . 

Cavaiho  Marin  .     . 
Doqneia  deBtagansa, 

—  Perea. 

5 

18    „ 

>> 

99 

o/iM  Xoiopa,  alias 
Alerta. 

6 

1!    '> 

M 

Brig. 

7 

20    „ 

>> 

Ship. 

8 

26     ,, 

9  9 

Schooner 

Pmeba    .... 

—  Dial. 

9 

11    - 

»> 

Brig      . 

Margaret      ... 

—  Ayona. 

10 

28    ,, 

>9 

Schoona; 

11 

29    ,, 

>> 

Brig. 

n 

80    „ 

9» 

Schooner 

Joeenua  •     ••    . 

—  Pinto. 

13 

3  Fob. 

it 

Brig      . 

Luiaa      •     .     •     • 

—  Dial. 

:i4 

15 

99 
99 

Sdiooner 

Tijo  .     .     •     •     . 
IVatado   .... 

—  Caidoeo. 

16 
17 

^I:: 

•  9 

y  f 

99 

9  9 

Ligera     •     .     •     • 
Dnianca .... 

Joan  Ooalberto. 
—  Gatav. 
—-  Za?ala. 

18 

22      , 

99 

99 

Aguila  Vengadora   . 

19 

6.^>ril 

99 

99 

Feliadad.     •     .     . 

—  Penira. 

20 

1*    ., 
1'    " 

19 
>9 

Brii'     . 

Eli«i 

—  St  Ana. 

21 

Camoya   •     •     •     • 

—  Silva. 

22 

"         >t 

99 

99 

Liberal    .... 

—  Fieytat 

23 

23    ,. 

yy 

Schooner 

Primoioea     .     •     • 

—  Banooa. 

24 

"        91 

»9 

Brig      . 

Boca  Negra  •     •     • 

—  CardoM 

25 

24    „ 

9  > 

Schooner 

DosHermanae  •     • 

—  Carvalho. 

98 

26     ,, 

*9 

9  9 

VitoriadeCabo  Verde 

—  ftaMatibft, 

27 

I4M^y 

»» 

99 

Sirca  •     •     *  -    • '    . 

—  Viera. 

28 
29 

8  June 

Spamfh 
Portoguaoe 

Brig      . 

99 

Paqnete  de  GaboVerdtf 
Diligente       .     .     . 

—  Bertimaii. 

—  Acoeta. 

30 

10     M 

y  9 

99 

HercQiee       •     »     . 

—  Ferreira. 

31 

W      . 

9* 

9  9 

Triunfb    •     •     .     • 

—  CaidoM. 

32 

20 

99 

99 

Maria  Teresa     •     • 

-Majo. 
Migoel  Antonio. 

33 

17  July 

»» 

Schooner 

Xiigera     .     •     .     • 

34 

14  Aug. 

9  f 

99 

Deetemida. 

35 

Siqrt. 

Spamah 

99 

Primera  Union  .     . 

-.Fey. 

36 

12    .. 

Portogufioe 

99 

Felii  .     •     •     •     • 

J.  Victorio» 

37 

19 

99 
99 

Dido. 

^  W        w  m^^tn0mm^0m 

38 

-Oct 

9  9 

99 

Frandica. 

39 

—  JNOT. 

99 

99 

Ligenu 

40 

99 

9  9 

Mannelita. 

41 

» '      >>' 

99 

99 

DoaHermanoi. 

42 

16  N<^. 

99 

99 

Olimpa    •     •     •     . 

—  Siha. 

43 

25    „ 

99 

99 

44 

28    ,, 

9  9 

9  9 

Veloi      .     .     •     • 

—  Lima. 

45 

30    , 

99 

99 

Maria  TneMu 

46 

15  Dec 

99 

9  9 

Conititiicion. 

47 

17    » 

99 

fflrfp'        .' 

Maria  Segnnda. 

48 

i^ ;; 

9  9 

Brig      • 

Pabnina. 

49 

99 

Schooner 

50 

>>      ># 

99 

_      9  9 

51 

30    „ 

99 

Brig      . 

Cariota. 

Portuguese 
Spanish 


Total 


48 
8 

51 


K2 
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HAVANA; 


Third  Enclosui^  in  No.  43. 

£M.9/FMte&  vjAtc^.turMtaOed  /ram  thtPort<{fJS4f>ami  for  tke  Coad  <(f  Mica  durina  (M 

V>or  1837. 


No 

u     iD»ie/, 

Nft^n. 

,  .<<'?»^. 

;      VeweL 

MMer. 

TT 

laUn, 

Spnitk  . 

'    SdlMMT 

3>oloiita. 

■ ' 

.     .  i       .           , 

2 

M    „ 

HntoguM 

•       '.»>■  ■ 

CoMliiuciaff  •     *     • 

(Detuned  bj  tter  MajiKtjf'a 

a 

1  Fih.' 
3    „ 

o 

'           ,.i'' 

Dido 

Ratnrae^^                  .  .  ;    . 

4 

/Tres  ICiinuelas,  o/iot 
\    SinlguaL 

yy 

9» 

.    ^\ 

5 

f    «* 

>» 

■  L      9  9 

HariaSegunda.     . 

■  •     f  ■  •    •    ^    .^ 

Returned.                    r 

6 
7 

8     " 

14  .; 

Spanithj 
SpttAsh 

1^           • 

9 

Is4hel. 
'  ArRinio    •     •     •     • 

Returned  14th  Jan&  , 

8 

Cotittitucioil       i    • 

/Returned  I5th  De<^ber, 
I  under  Portnguese  eolottfa. 

t 

20    j. 

9  9 

99 

Linca; 

10 

22    „ 

Americao 

99 

Bee 

SaUed  for  Cape  de.Vads 
under  sttspidons  ciiciim* 
I    stances. 

n 

IHucb. 

Spanish 

Brif      • 

Qfneral  lUeafort. 
Two  Friends. 
Trataio.  ' 

12 
13 

if    >, -  ■ 

American 

Sgliootier 

14 

9  >        >  9 

9  • 

9  9 

Olimpia  .     .     •     . 

Returned  16th  Nofember. 

15 

20     ,, 

Spanish 

Brig 

Tajo.                ,        .  . 

I 

16 

22     „ 
1  April 
4     *> 

99 
99 

Portugoew 

Scboonmr 

99 
9  9 

Francisca      •     •     • 

Returned  -^  October. 

17 
18 

Ligera. 
BJencita. 

9t                            91 

19 

$  1 

Ship       • 
Schooner 

Pahnira  •     •     •     • 

Retomed  17th  December;. 

20 

Dulcinea. 

Hias  *  «••  aavi^A     ^w   m  •■    ^t^  •^r^^^mmmm^^fmw 

21 

25      . 

9i 

99 

Margarita..      . 

22 

9  H>T. 

t  9 

9  9 

Eiisa. 

23 

13  ,; 

9  9 

9  9 

Primerosa. 

24 

20    „ 

Spanish 

9  9 

SanJos^. 

25 

»9       «  • 

Portuguese 

Polacca  • 

Palmira. 

2G 

23    ,, 

1 1 

Schooner 

Felicidad. 

27 

24    „ 

i  9 

9  9 

ViboradeCabo  Verde. 

, 

28 

23     „ 

99 

Ship     . 

fMaria  Segunda,  tUia»\ 
Socorro      •     ,     .( 

Returned  17th  Ykcntlbtt. 

29 

27    „. 

Spsnish 

Brig 

Anita. 

SO 

>  >        >  9 

9  ) 

Schooner 

Jacinto. 

31 

3  June. 

Portugese 
American 

Brig 

Matilda. 

. 

32 

13    „ 

9  9 

Moms  Cooper, 

- 

33 
34 

J6    ,, 

10    ,, 

Spanish 
Portuguese 

9  9 
99 

Agtdla  Vengadora. 
Uberal 

35 

26    „ 

American 

Schooner 

Terrible. 

36 

27     „ 

Portuj^ese 

Ship       . 

AmeUa. 

37 

7  July. 

Spanish 

Schooner 

NuevaAmabla  Salome. 

38 

8     ,, 

f  f 

Brig       . 

Irene. 

, 

39 

13     ,, 

Portu|^efe 
Amencan 

Schooner 

99 

Constitucion «     *     • 

Returned  15:h  December. 

40 

George  Washington. 
TriunfodeCaboVerde. 

41 

>  >          if 

Portuguese 

9  9 

42 

14    „ 

9  9 

9  9 

Dos  Hemumot. 

43 

9  i         >  > 

American 

9  9 

Perry. 

44 

18     „ 

Portuguese 

Brig      .      • 

Mana  Teresa. 

45 

26     ,, 

9  9 

Schooner 

Pnieba. 

46 

27       , 

9  9 

9  9 

Segunda  Maria. 

47 

28     „ 

Spanish 

Brig       . 

Bmprendedor      •     • 

— •  Garcia. 

48 

29     ,, 

99 

Schooner 

Joiefit^  .... 

—  Manegat. 

49 

5AjuKmt 

Portuguese 

Brig      . 

Fortuna. 

50 

19     „ 

Spanish 

Schooner 

Famosa  Estrella. 

61 

.21     n 

American 

Brig 

Teaser. 

52 

22     „ 

Aostriaa 

99 

Traaibolo       •     .     . 

—  Smasarick      •     . 

Tana  to   the  Coast    of 
[    Africa. 

53 

9  Sept. 

Portuguese 

Schooner 

Destemida. 

54 

16     ,, 

■  9  9 

Brig       . 

Ligero. 

' 

55 

19       ;, 

9  9 

99 

Camoens. 

'' 

56 

23  ;; 

99 

Schooner 

Oposicion. . 

57 

26     ,, 

9  9 

99 

Siroa. 

58 

30     ,, 

99 

99 

Felif. 

59 

2  Oct. 

9  9 

99 

Felicidad. 

60 

3     „ 

American 

99 

Washington. 

61 

18     ,, 

Spanish 

99 

Primera  Union. 

62 

10     M 

Portu|;iiMe 

99 

Estela. 

63 

20     ,, 

Amencan 

9  9 

Joseph  Hand. 

64 

2  Nov. 

Portuguese 

9  9 

Ligera. 

65 
66 

7     „ 
18    ,, 

SwAHifth 

Brig      . 

9  9 

Victorina        .      «      > 

Cleared  for  Capede  Verde. 

owtsuiui 

Portuguese 

»  tv^WKAUai            •         •         • 

Vigilance. 

67 

23     ,, 

Schooner 

Cleopatra. 
Sin  iffual. 
Triunro  de  Loando. 

68 

69 

30     ,, 

Portuguese 

9  9 

Bng       . 

70 

11  Dec. 

American 

Scboon«r 

Itramnrra. 

71 

16     ,, 

Spanish 

f 

Montana. 

72 

23     „ 

Portuguese 

99 

Veloi. 

Portuguese         .             .             •             .             40 

Spanii^h        .             •             •             •             .19 

Ameriean           •             •             •             •             H 

Austrian       .             •              •             •             •       1 

Swedish             •             •             .             •               1 

Total             .             .     72 

Digitized  by  V^OOQI 

My  Tio5d7  "       ^      "'  — Ilnvanai^imi  Junuioyr  WSB-; — 

\trEmve  the  honour  to  enclose  to,  yo^r  Ix)rdship  the  icopy  of  a  Letter 

receiyefl  from  Her  Majesty's  Superintendent  ^rf**  liberated  Africans,  giving  an 
account  of  his  proceedings  relative  to  the  negroes  brought  b^e  in  the  Spanish 
schooner  ''  Mamde\''  and  liberated  by  sentence  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  the  11th  of 
December  last. 

From  this  detailed  account  your  Lordship  will  perceive,  that,  of  the  25 1  sur- 
viving, there  were  220.  negroes  sent  on  the  31st  December  to  Her  Majesty's  pos- 
sessions at  Belize ;  16  have  been  received  as  recruits  on  board  the  "  Romney,*' 
and  18  remain,  having  been  in  a  state  of  weakness  and  illness  at  the  time  when 
the  others  sailed,  though  now  convalescent. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

2^he  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstony  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  ^c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  44; 

Mr,  Madden  io  Mr.  Kennedy. 
Sir,  Havana^  SUf  December^  1837. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  having  received  Certificates  of  emancipation  for  the  negroes 
brought  here  in  the  Spanish  schooner  ^  Matilde^**  and  hberated  by  the  sentence  of  the  Mixed  Court 
on  t^  I8th  instant.  Pursuant  to  your  directions,  Lieutenant  Jauncey,  the  Officer  in  charge  of  the 
**  Matilde"  delivered  over  to  me  254  negroes,  3  having  died  since  the  vessel  was  brought  into  this 
Port,  and  of  these  1  only,  since  liberation,  on  board  the  **  MatUde."  Of  the  254,  241  were  sent  on 
board  the  ^  Romney ;''  the  remaining,  73  having  been  attacked  with  small  pox,  were  sent  to  the 
sick  depdt,  formed,  pro  tempore^  for  their  reception,  the  hospitals  on  shore  iiaving  refused  to  receive 
them ;  and  subsequently  one  having  consented,  but  on  terms  I  should  not  have  been  justified  in  com- 
plying with.  Of  the  negroes  on  board  the  "  Romney,"  16  have  been  enlisted  into  Her  Majesty*s  Ist 
and  2nd  West  India  Regiments,  5  more  are  on  the  sick  list,  and  220  have  been  this  day  embarked  on 
board  the  brig  **  Venus"  for  Belize ;  the  number  being  as  follows : — 

Sick  remaining 18 

Enlisted  into  1st  and  2nd  West  India  Regiments      .        lit 
Removed  to  Belize 220 

254 
The  sick,  when  sufficiently  convalescent,  shall  be  removed  by  the  first  opportunity. 
I  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  how  sensibly  I  feel  the  advatitoges  my  duties  in  the  emergencies  of 
the  present  case  have  been  received  from  your  assistance  and  support. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  R.  MADDEX. 


No.  45. 

Her  Majestf/'s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  March  7.) 

My  Lord^  Havana,  6th  January/,  1838. 

We  have  tbe  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  the  deposition  of  Don 
Jos6  de  la  Cruz,  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Navy,  and  Commander  of  the  Spanish 
pilot-boat  of  war  "  Teresita,''  who,  on  the  4th  May,  1837,  claimed,  as  a  prize^ 
and  took  from  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  "  Vestal,"  the  Spanish  schooner 
"  Matilde,''  since  condemned  by  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  for  being  equipped 
for  the  traffic  in  slaves,  in  contravention  of  the  Treaty  of  1835. 

Lieutenant  Cruz  has  been  ordered  by  his  Excellency  the  Captain-General  to 
appear  before  the  Mixed  Court,  to  make  declaration  *  of  his  capture ;  and  your 
Lordship  will  perceive,  that  he  charges  the  circumstance  of  the  " Maiilde'  not 
having  been  brought  before  the  Mixed  Court  for  adjudication,  to  the  responsibility 
of  the  Commandant  of  Marine  at  St.  Ja^o  de  Cuba. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  ^c.  8fc. 
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TO  HAVANA* 

EncloBure  m  No.  45. 

JDeptitUion  ofLieiU.  CruM^  relative  to  the  schooner  **  Matilda/* 
(Translatioiu) 

Iv  the  Always  Most  Faithful  City  of  Havana^  on  the  4th  January,  1838,  appeared  personally  be- 
fore the  Spanish  and  British  Judges  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  Don  Jos^  de  la  Cruz,  Lieutenant 
hi  the  Royal  Navy,  and  Commander  of  the  Spanish  Hlot-boat  of  war  ^  Teresita,''  who  made  oath 
Meording  to  law,  and  declared  in  reply  to  the  question,  whether  the  R.^>ort  now  shown  to  hiiPf  aadl 
belonging  to  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  Spanish  merchant-schooner  ^^  MatUde^*  is 
the  same  that  he  made  to  the  Commandant  of  Marine  of  Cuba  on  the  5th  May  last;  that  it  is  the 
same  that  he  made  to  the  said  Commandant  of  Marine ;  that  its  contents  are  true ;  that  he  has 
nothing  tq  add  or  take  from  it,  and  that  he  ratifies  it  in  all  its  parts. 

Being  asked  why,  haying  taken  diarge  of  the  schooner  **  MiUSde^**  he  did  not  send  her  to  thu 
Port  for  abjudication  by  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  to  which  the  cognisance  of  her  Case  belonged, 
according  to  the  1st  Article  of  Annex.  A.  to  the  Treaty  between  their  Catholic  and  Britannic  Ma- 
jesties of  the  28th  June,  1835,  instead  of  sending  her  to  the  Port  of  Cuba,  he  declared  that  on  taking 
charge  of  the  said  schooner  she  was  very  leaky,  for  which  reason  he  sent  her  to  Cuba,  as  the  nearest 
Port  to  where  she  was  detained,  in  order  that,  on  being  repaired,  the  Commandant  of  Marine  of  thai 
Province  might  pass  her  to  the  Tribunal  by  which  she  was  to  be  adjudicated,  as  stated  in  his  before- 
mentioned  Report,  and  that  he  had  considered  it  better  to  send  her  into  a  Port  where  she  could  be 
repaired,  than  to  expose  her  to  a  longer  voyage  in  which  she  might  have  been  lost  That  what  he  has 
above  declared  is  true  upon  his  oath. 

(Signed)  FERN  ANDINA. 

J.  KENNEDT. 
(Signed)  JOSE  DE  LA  CRUZ. 

(Signed)        JUAN  FRANCISCO  CASCALES,  Secretary. 

No.  46. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  March  7.) 
My  Lord,  Havana,  3lst  January,  1838. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  on  the  1 5th  December 
last.  Her  Majesty's  sloop  **  Ringdove,"  Commander  Nixon,  in  sailing  from  this 
port  to  Jamaica,  came  up,  in  about  lat.  19''  SCK  N.,  long.  76**  47'  W.,  with  the 
SpiMiish  schooner  "  FigiJanie,"  from  Porto  Rico  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  in  which 
vessel,  upon  sesuxh  being  made,  were  found  3  negroes  on  the  deck,  apparently  not 
of  recent  importation  from  Africa ;  and,  stowed  away  in  the  main-hold,  18  other 
negroes,  evidently  Bozales.  For  all  of  the  negroes  were  Passports  produced  from 
the  Governor  of  Puerto  Rico,  precisely  similar  in  form  to  those  produced  ia  the 
case  of  the  "  Veneedora"  under  similar  circumstances ;  when,  being  at  the  time  off 
St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  and  the  "  Vigilante  "  in  an  extremely  leaky  condition.  Com- 
mander Nixon  determined  to  take  her  into  that  harbour.  On  further  examination, 
^s  will  appear  by  the  Enclosure  No.  3,  the  *'  Vigilante*'  proved  to  be  so  totally 
unseaworthy,  that  it  was  impossible  for  her  to  be  sent  round  to  this  port ;  and  being 
found  not  above  the  estimated  value  of  Forty  Pounds  sterling,  was  not  in  a  condi- 
iion  to  admit  of  sufl&cient  repairs  to  make  her  fit  for  even  such  a  voyage.  Com- 
mander Nixon,  therefore,  not  able  apparently  to  discover  any  well-founded  cause 
for  further  detention,  thought  it  advisable  to  give  \i^  the  vessel  at  once  to  the 
owners,  and  discharge  the  crew,  contenting  himself  with  taking  an  assurance  from 
the  Governor  of  St.  Jago,  and  a  guarantee  firom  a  merchant  of  that  place,  Don 
Ramon  Mayol,  that  the  negroes  should  remain  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  Mixed 
Court  of  Justice.  The  period  of  cruize  for  the  *'  Ringdove"  having  expired,  and 
the  provisions  and  stores  requiring  to  be  renewed.  Commander  Nixon  was  under 
the  necessity  of  proceeding  to  Jamaica,  whence  he  sent  his  declaration  (Enclosure 
No.  1),  as  required  by  the  Treaty,  together  with  the  papers  of  the  ^*  Vigilante^ 
(Enclosure  No.  4),  by  Her  Majesty's  sloop  '*  Snake,"  then  coming  to  tms  port; 
but  without  any  officer,  or  other  evidence,  to  support  the  right  of  detention. 

On  examining  the  papers  of  the  *'  Vigilante,'*  and  also  other  communicatiolis 
from  Commander  Nixon,  and  the  ElngUsh  Consul  at  St.  Jago,  Her  Majesty^s 
Judge,  considering  that  nothing  was  stated  to  have  been  found  on  board  in  contra- 
vention of  the  equipment  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  1835,  nor  any  reason  given  to 
suppose  that  the  vessel  had  been  engaged  otherwise  than  in  coasting  transactiono, 
or  uom  the  island  of  Porto  Rico  to  Cuba,  was  of  opinion,  in  accorc&nce  with  the 
decision  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  in  the  case  of  the  *'  Vencedora,*^  that  he  had 
no  alternative  but  to  concur  in  the  expediency  of  Commander  Nixon's  act,  in  hav- 
ing discharged  the  vessel  and  crew,  and  in  directing  the  negroes  to  be  given  up  to 
theparties  who  claimed  them. 

The  Declaration  and  Papers,  which  are  the  usual  papers  of  a  Spanish  merchant- 
vessel,  arrived  at  the  Havana  on  the  6th  January,  and  on  the  17th,  not  receiving 
any  fiirther  communications,  either  by  the  "  Snake,*'  or  by  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"  Champion,"  which  subsequently  arrived  from  Jamaica,  to  state  that  Conmoander 
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Nixon  could  be  considered  as  acting  othermse  than  abandoning  the  case  on  his 
own  responsibility,  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  met,  and  agreed  to  a  sentence  in 
the  terms  above  stated,  of  which  we  have  the  honour  to  enclose  your  Lordship  a 
copy  (Enclosure  No.  5.) 

After  this  meeting  on  the  17th  instant.  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner  of  Arbitra- 
tioQ,  not  concurring  in  the  opiaion  of  Her  Majesty's  Judge,  of  which  the  former. 
was  informed  on  tiie  8th  inrtant,  urged  that  a  Commission,  including,  at  least,  one 
member  of  the  Mixed  Court,  should  be  sent  to  St.  Jago,  to  examine  the  vessel,  the 
negroes,  and  such  of  the  crew  as  might  be  found  there,  under  the  impression  that 
evidence  might  thus  be  procured  to  condemn  the  vessel.  But  even  if  this  sugges- 
tkm  had  been  made  before  the  sentence  was  agreed  to,  Her  Majesty's  Judge  could 
not  have  assented  to  the  propriety  of  so  doing,  in  opposition  to  the  many  dmculties 
which  would  have  attenoed  it,  of  time  and  expense,  with  the  little  probability  of 
now  obtaining  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  such  a  proceeding,  when  it  could  not 
be  obtained  l^fore,  besides  the  question  of  power  to  delegate  the  duty  of  taking 
evidence  under  such  circumstances. 

Her  Majesty's  Judge,  in  a^eeing  to  this  sentence  of  the  Court,  felt  it  his  duty, 
in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  all  Superior  Courts,  to  respect  the  judgment 
which,  upon  full  dehberation,  had  been  passed  in  the  last  case,  until  corrected  by 
a  higher  Tribunal ;  but,  continuing  of  the  same  opinion  as  in  the  case  of  the  **  P^en- 
cedam,**  must  submit  to  your  Lordship  the  expediency  of  adopting  some  means  of 
putting  an  end  to  this  practice  of  bringing  negroes  from  Africa  to  rorto  Rico,  and 
thence  to  this  Island,  under  the  protection,  fraudulent,  though  now  to  be  permitted^ 
of  Passports  obtained  in  that  place. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioner  of  Arbitration  was  also  of  opinion,  that  the  attend- 
ance of  Commander  Nixon  should  have  been  imperatively  required  before  the  Court, 
which  attendance,  no  doubt,  would  liave  been  more  satisfactory,  as  well  as  that  of 
some  of  the  crew  of  ihie  "  Vigilante.^  But  in  every  case  of  search,  the  captor, 
undoubtedly,  possesses  a  right  of  judging  on  his  own  responsibility,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  detention  ;  and  if,  in  this  case.  Commander  Nixon  was  satisfied^  notwith- 
standing the  suspicious  circumstances  he  has  mentioned,  that  no  sufficient  proof 
existed  to  ensure  a  conviction,  Her  Majesty's  Judge  considers  him  to  have  acted 
wisely,  in  not  causing  unnecessary  irritation  by  further  detention.  Those  suspi- 
cious circumstances,  however,  it  should  be  observed,  might  be  easily  explained 
otherwise  than  as  evidences  of  guilt,  and  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  conversa- 
tions, where  none  of  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  **Ringdove  "  possessed  any  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
T?ie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  46. 
Ca'pton^B  Declaration  in  the  due  of  the  "Vigilante." 

I,  Horatio  Stopford  Nixon,  Commander  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  **  Ringdove,"  hereby 
declare,  that  on  this  15th  day  of  December,  L837,  being  in  or  about  latitude  19^  50^  north,  and  longi- 
tude 75^  47'  west,  I  detained  the  brigantine  named  the  '*  Vigilante^*'  sailing  under  Spanish  coknm, 
anned  with  1  long  pivot-gun,  commanded  by  Don  Jos^  Ferrer,  who  declared  her  to  be  bound  from 
Porto  Rico  to  St.  Ja^  de  Cuba,  with  a  crew  consisting  of  13  men  and  8  passengers.  The  names  of 
the  crew,  as  appear  by  the  Papers,  are  in  a  list  at  the  foot  hereof.  On  examining  her  18  negroes 
were  found  concealed  below,  and  there  were  3  on  deck  not  having  any  appearance  of  being  of  recent 
importation,  all  of  whom  are  enumerated  as  follows,  viz.  :— 

Healthy.  Sickly.  Total. 

Men 7  ,,  7 

Women 2  ,,  2 

Boys 4  3  7 

Girls 3  2  5 

21 
Three  not  i4ppearing  of  recent  importation      »     •     •     «      3 

Leaves 18 

I  do  further  state  she  was  very  leaky,  and,  on  being  surveyed  by  two  officers  and  carpenter  of  Her 
Majesty's  ship  under  my  oomroand,  was  declared  not  seaworUiy. 

Given  imder  my  httnd,  on  board  H.M.S.  ^  Ringdove,"  this  15th  day  of  December,  1837,  at  San* 

tiago  de  Cuba.  

(Signed)  H.  STOPFORD  NIXON,  Commander. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


72  -rfAV^AiVA. 

Second  EucloBure  in  No.  46.  .  •- 

.Commander  Nix0nio  Ben Mqfeni^s  Canmimo^^rt. .       ..  >  ^  ,.4^  ».-.,-.f 

>  I  ^wa^WanayoKi  llMC;yestar<kiyj  '#hell4tniiihliig  fc^*  JMntiea^  I-chasedki  1m%  ancLlirigpMline, 
which  appeared  to  me  8usplew«».  On  iianflnj^  them^'tte  Wg<»tiwr  tiwidlm  dail  ihead  fCiHtf  <WK<(ta 
whom  from  aloft  i  could  perceive  she  ha4  jt^tfid  all  studding-sails,  as  well  as  fore*sail  and  try-sail.) 
Aheiil1»q«f»  I'-efWld  1<i<h  the  hrig,  who  showed  the  royal  colours  and  pendant  of  the  Spanish  Navy  ^ 
and,  on  my  hailing^,  was  informed  she  was  tba;**  jtf#r<i^^briCH)ftwa^  .UAiMiig  s^fi^l  W  ^atfhe 
was  so,  I  asked  if  the  brigantine  ahead  ^as  a  vesselH>f-war  (frofn  her  having  a'pendaiit  and^royal 
t^\qfiw^fi^ngy\jf^  ^^s^ed  she  was  a  meithani -vessel  from't^orto  fttcb. '  1  tben'^ifiade' ml  in 
duise.  At  t'  20^  spdke  Che  brigantine,  jand  told  h^  I  would  s^nd  ^  boat, op  boa|tl ;  OA.5^<^"9|,^Ui^^ 
and  while  Lieutenant  Tarleton  was  Examining  he^'Fapers,  ha^  of  tiiy  dien,'tv^1iad  iconic  bAw^ 
found  18  boKal  negroes  stowed  away  in  the  main-hold,  and  there  were  3  negroes  on  deck  having  no 
appearance  of  recent  impoflalion.  '  On  going  oh  tkmrd  myself  I  found  there  were  passports  for  the 
.  negroes  from  the  Governor  of  Porto  Rico,  exactly  like  those  of  the  ^*  Vencedora^^  when  I  felt  it  my 
duty,  in  obedience  to  the  9th  AHicle  ^  Che  TM«lf  of  jte|>(lliiiUer,  1817,  and  more  particularly  of  the 
7th  Article  of  the  Instructions  for  vessels-of-war  in  the  said  Treaty,  to  detain  her.  At  this  period  the 
**  Marie  "  came  up,  and  hailed  to  say  the  brigantitle  was  iinder  his  convoy,  ilrhen  I  went  and  told  the 
Captain,  Don  Juan  Morales  delos  Ries,  that«  hid  I  knnini'  that  before^-I  would  luive  rcquM^  him 
to  accompaoy  me,  or  Boardingp-OlRcer,  in  visiting  her,  but  thil  I  new' felt  it  my  duty  to  detain  her  ; 
when  he  requested  I  would  take  her  into  St.  Jago,  close  off  which  from  the  length  of>chf«le  wte^ow 
were,  and  representing  to  me  that  she  leaked  very  mndh,*!  ai8ctated^<lbiTeiMJi»'coatained  in  a  Letter 
firom  me  to  Cofemodore  Sir  John  Peyton,  .an  Eittraet  of  which  I:bo»1#  ^nek]^,  ai  n^U  as  my  Corres- 
pondence with  Brigadier-General  Don  Domaa  Gaston*  Gofvennr  of 'St  Jago  de:!Ouba.  Ton  will  per- 
ceive that  his  Excellency  has  engaged  to  be  answerable  for  the  n^iigtfaesy  ttnlU  dicided  on  by  your 
Honourable  Court  I  also  enclose  my  Declaration,  witSi  eeveK  Plipcrsi  «e  tdceiNred  on  board  the 
*'  Vigilante^**  and  I  have  to  remark  on  two  of  thoae  Papers^  vh^  the  Pkuepoft  signed  by  Admiral 
Topete,  that  Don  Juan  Ferrer  told  me  he  had  but  jneeently  hoo^t  the  *^  FigUanie'*  before  leaTing 
Porto  Rico,  whereas  Admiral  Topete*s  Passport  is  signe.d  in  August,  1896 ;  and  in  the  passport  for 
Id  negroes  called  Criados,  frdiH  the  Ceiptain-Geneiel  of  Porto  Rico,  they  are  described  as  IX>n  Jos6 
Ferrer's  criados,  whereas,  he  assured  me  and  Mr.  Watson,  the  negroes  were  only  passengers,  and 
that  he  was  paid  for  them  as  such.  Having  been  detained  a  day  by  a  most  wanton  attempt  to 
assassinate  one  of  my  boat's  crew,  I  would  have  written  then,  but  was  occupied  entirely  with  the  neces- 
sary legal  proceedings  against  the  asswin,,  whom  we  secured  op  the  instant,  in  wnich,  and  every- 
thing relative  to  this  atrocious  affair,  i -received  the  most  prompt' assistance  from  the  Spanish  Guards 
his  Excellency  the  Goveraoiv  Don  Jos4^  .Perrer,  and  all  the  Authorities. 

"        '  Ihave,&c.  <'-^W 

•  ^  (Signed)  H.  STOPFORD  NIXON,  Commander. 

HeitSriUmniCiM^i08tif*$:C(mmi*9ipri4$f$t^  .'.'..  <  r  ,i     ,  ^  -'tH 


TT- 


we  further  declare,  that  we  have  performed  this.^ryic^  with  such  care  and  accuracy  that  we  are 
willing,  if  required,  to  make  a  solemn  declaration  to  the  {futh  and  impartiality  of  our  procedfngs. 

Given  under  our  hands,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  sloop  ^'  Ringdove,** 
this  liSth  day  of  December,  1837.  

(Signed)        JOHN  WALTER  TARLETON,  Lieutenant,) 

JOHN  SHEPHERD,  Master,  V  H.  M.  S.  "  RmgdoTe/' 


RICHARD  HEANS,  Carpenter, 
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Copy  of  Surffe(m*s  Report  on  the  Neyroet  on  board  "  Yigibnte.'' 
8i«,  '      ^   *   .'  ■  •^,  ^ 

In  compliiiiice  with  your  order  of  this  day's  date,  I  haye  carefully  inspected  the  21  negroes  on 
board  the  **  Vigilanie^^  Spirnish  hriganftine.  '  They  are  all  ^cled  wHh  a  cutaneous  disease,  and  a 
ecMidefi^le-proporUon  of  tt)e«/|Mre8ent  a  most  miserable  spectacle  of  emaciation ;  tud^in  ep^jwial 
Hiera  ar^  b  dnMrai  so  mui^  reduced  in  sAvengih*  i4>pafeiillj  (rfvm  yiscesal  diBffise,.ihiit  I  am  oJ^ 
o|tekm  they  oooU  B»t  attrviye  a  sea  voyage  of  even  »  few  dayi^  duraik^ 

■    Ibave^'&c;-  '- 

^       (»gned>  J;  WATSON,  Sut^tfoh. 

%  ff.  .i.  Nvcon,  Estf.^  Cmmander  H.  M.  8.  **  fttngdote." 

The  aboye  ai«  tme  extracts  and  copies  of  the  original  documents.  '     ' 

^  (Signed)  II,  STOiPFOftD  >riXON. 

M.  U.  S.  "  Ringdove,"*  Port  Royals  Jomaica,  December  21*/,  1837.    .  :  .      . 


Third  Enclorare  in  No.  4& 

.    .  tist  of  the  ^Ylg\l9Mle*9''  Papers. 

I,  HoMtio  Stopford  Niion,  Commander  of  Her  Britsiinio  Majesty's  sloop  "Ringdoye,"  have 
iceeivod  fnm  Don  JoziS  Ferrer,  Master  of  the  brigantine  ^  VigUantef'  the  following  Piqpera  in 
Spanish,  vin.  :-^ 

1.  A  Log,  or  MnaU  diary  of  the  voyage. 

2.  The  Royal  Busport,  signed  by  Admiral  Topete  at  Hayana«  ooimler-    . 
signed  by  the  Com»andant  of  Marine  at  Porto  Ruxn 

8.  Muster^RoiL 

4.  License  for  IS  Negro  Passengers* 
6.  Incense  foi^  4  Neg^  Pateengers, 
6«  License  for  4  Negro  Pasaengtrs. 
*10.  BiU  of  Health* 

(Signed)  H.  STOPFORD  NIXON.  Owtmofidet. 


Fourth  Eiiclosure  in  No.  46. 

(Transition.)  Sentence  in  the  Case  of  the  ^  Vigilante." 

Bavana^  I9lh  January^  1S3S. 

Haying  examined  the  Proceedings,  amongst  which  are  tho  DeckrMion  or  Report*  daft^'&e  l5th 
December  last,  of  Horatio  Ninon.  Esq.,  Commander  of  the  English  brig-of-irar  **  Ringdove,''  in 
whidi  he  states  having  detained  the  Spanish  merchant  brig  **  Figilcmie^**  Don  Jos<§  Ferrer,  Master,  iu 
Latitude  19*'  50'  N.  and  Longitude  lyP  45'  W .,  on  her  passage  firom  Porto  Ficp  to  Santiago  de  CuImi 
with  a  regular  crew,  and  with  passengers,  on  account  of  finding  on  board  1 8  negroes :  the  official 
communication  of  the  Governor  ofthfe  Province  of  Cuba,  dat^  the  18th  of  the  said  month,  which  was 
forwarded  to  this  Mixed  Court  by  His  Excellency  the  Proudent,  Ctovemor  and  Captain  General,  in 
his  official  letter  of  the^7th  instant,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  passed  between 
the  said  Governor  of  Cuba  and  Commander  Nixon,  who  offinred  to  leavie  the  ne^^  in  thi  city  of 
'Cuba,  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Government  and  the  security  of  Don  Ramon  Mayol,  until  the  result 
of  the  trial,  to  which  he  acceded,  notwithstanding  that  the  detained  vessel  was  on  her  way  from  One 
Spanish  port  to  another,  with  Papers  likewise  Spanish,  as  evinced  by  the  Roya!  sailfng  "passport,  the 
muster-roll,  the  bill  of  health,  the  passports  fbi'  the  negtoes  fh>m  the  Superior  Gbv^mment  of  Puerto 
Rico,  without  any  other  evidence  fo  prove  that  the  vessel  had  been  or  was  actualh)r  engaged  in  the 
prohibited  trade  in  slaves ;  and  seeing  finally  that  the  ciiptaring  Commander,  up  to  Uie  present  dme, 
bas  neither  appeared  himself  nor  sent  any  one  of  the  officers  of  the  *^  Ringdove*'  with  instructions, 
according  to  the  treibty  of  the  28th  June,  1835,  to  show  that  the  said  negroes  had  been  taken  ftbm 
the  coast  of  Africa :  moreover,  taking  into  consideration  the  judgment  in  the  case  of  the  '*  Fencedara^** 
which  was  likewise  from  Puerto  Rico,  as  well  as  the  results  of  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  and  more 
particularly  the  grounds  of  the  opinion  of  the  17th  instant,  the  Judges  agreed  :  That  they  ought  to 
declare,  and  do  hereby  declare,  with  all  due  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  according  t6  the 
tttual  brief  and  summary  mode  of  proce^ing  in  all  such  cases,  on  the  truth  being  made  manifest,  the 
detention  of  the  said  brigantine  *'  Vigilante^**  to  be  illegal,  and  in  consequence  that  the  Spanish 
Captain,  Don  Jozt$  Ferrer  be  left  at  liberty  to  go  with  her  and  her  cargo  wheresoever  it  may  suit  him  ; 
that  the  Masters  be  allowed  to  take  their  slaves  or  dispose  of  them,  the  security  given  by  Don  Ramon 
Mayol  being  cancelled ;  this  determination  to  be  made  known  to  whomsoever  it  may  concern,  and  an 
official  letter  to  be  addressed  to  His  Excellency  the  Captain-General  with  a  copy  thereof,  in  order  that 
it  be  duly  carried  into  effect.  And  by  this  their  Decree,  definitively  iudging,  thus  provided,  ordered, 
and  signed.  His  Excellency  Don  Joz<S  Maria  de  Herrera,  Conde  de  Femandina,  and  Jamea 
Kennedy,  Esquire,  the  Spanish  and  British  Judges  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Secretary  who  certifies* 

<Signed)  EL  CONDE  DE  FERNANDINA. 

J.  KENNEDY 
(Signed)       JUAN  FRANCO  CASCALES,  Secreiofy. 


*  Numbeied  to  in  original. 

Class  A. — Further  Series.  L 
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No.  47.        ' 

Her3fqjesttf*s  Gamtriissimers  to  Viscount  Pahnerstoh.^  {Refieived  Morch  7.)    . 
MyI4(>rd,     •  Havana,  Zlst  JamaryllW^. 

Of  the  arrivals  oi  slave-vessak  during  the  past  month*  we  are  enabled  to 
report  to  your  Lordship  the  following,  vi^. : — 

17th  January,  Portuguese  Schooner  (name  unknown.) 
19th      „  „  „        Josefina,  Nieces,  Master. 

21  St       „  .„  „       Maria  Segunda,  Alhorquierque. 

.  Mtb       ),  •,  ,>        Brigantine  Felicidade,   Verriel. 

The  three  following  vessels  are  the  whole  that  have  cleared  during  the  same 
period  from  this  Port  for  the  African  coast,  viz. : — 

18th  January,  Spanish  Schooner  Negrita,  for  Isla  del  Principe. 

19th      „        American      n.       Gi^brie), :  for  ditto. 

20th      „         Spanish  „        Ceres,      for  Cape  de  Verds. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)    •        J.KENNEDY. 

EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.G.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  48. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Mc^stys  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  \9th  March,  1838. 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
have  issued  a  circular  to  the  Conunanders  in  Chief  on  Foreign  Stations,  directing 
them  to  instruct  the  Captains  and  Commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels 
under  their  orders  to  discontinue  the  practice,  according  to  which  it  appears  that 
they  claim  a  right,  under  section  8  of  the  Articles  of  War,  of  taking  from  vessels 
detained  by  them,  under  Treaties  with  Foreign  Powers  for  the  suppression  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  ajrticles  relating  to  ttjtvigation,  whidi  may  be  required  for  the  use  of 
tlie  captiyring  vessel  under  £eir  commaxid. 

I  afliy  &c« 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

H^r  Majesty's  Commissioners, 
Sfe.        Sf'C'        Sfc. 


No.  49. 

Viscount  Pahnerston  to  Her  Mcgesty's  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Offieey  4<A  April,  1838* 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  the  accompanying  ocyy 
of  a  Despa;tch,  and  of  its  Elnclosure,  from  her  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Madrid,  eontam- 
ing  the  answer  of  Count  Ofalia  to  the  complaints  made  against  die  conduct  of  lieiit 
Cruz  of  the  Spanish  pilot-boat  *'  Teresita ;"  and  I  also  transmit  to  you  the  cofy 
of  a  Despatch  which  I  have  subsequently  addressed  to  Sir  George  Villiers,  direct- 
ing him  to  demand,  that  lieut.  Cruz  shall  be  dismissed  from  the  Spanish  s^vice* 

T  nave   occ 
(Signed)  'palmerston. 

Her  M(yesty's  Commissioners, 
Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfe. 


Eydbsures  in  No.  49. 

Sir  G.  VUlierB  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  February  2Ath,  1838. 

Viscount  Fdtmerston  to  Sir  George  ViUiers,  March  ttnd,  IWS. 

(See  Class  B.  of  this  Series,  No.  15  and  No.  20.) 
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No.  50. 

Viscount  Pcdmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  4M  April,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  Despatch,  and 
of  its  Enclosure,  from  Hfer  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Madrid,  containing  the  answer  of 
the  Spanish  Government  to  the  complaint,  that  the  Custom  House  Authorities  at 
St.  Jago  de  Cuba  had  permitted  120  pairs  of  leg-irons  to  be  shipped  on  board  the 
vessel  "JB/f»a." 

I  have,  &c. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fc.        Sfc.        8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  50. 

Sir  0.  VUliers  to  Viscount  Palmerston, 
Madrid,  March  3,  1838, 
(See  Class  B.  of  this  Series,  No.  16.) 


No.  51. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen^  Foreign  Office,  28*A  April,  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  you  Despatches  of  the  23rd  of  October  and  the  22nd  of 
November,  1837,  on  the  subject  of  the  Spanish  schooner  '*  Vencedora,''  captured 
by  Her  Majesty's  schooner  ''  Ringdove/'  and  taken  to  the  Havana,  and  subse- 
quently liberated  under  a  sentence  of  the  Court  of  which  you  are  members. 

Hiat  decision,  the  evidence  on  which  it  was  grounded,  and  the  opinion  given 
individually  on  the  case  by  the  British  Judge  and  by  the  Spanish  Judge,  have, 
together  with  the  other  Papers  sent  by  you  upon  this  case,  been  taken  into  considera- 
tion  by  the  proper  Law  Officer  of  the  Crown. 

I  have  now  to  state  to  you,  that  Her  Majesty's  Commissary  Judge  has,  in  the 
opinioB  of  the  Law  Adviser  of  the  Crown,  taken  a  correct  view  of  this  ease ;  and, 
OIL  the  ffrounds  stated  by  him>  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  ought  to  have  pro- 
nounced upon  the  ''  Vencedora,''  a  sentence  of  condemnation  and  not  of  release.  I 
herewith  transmit,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  the  copy  of  a  Despatch  which, 
by  Hter  Majesty's  commwd,  I  have  addressed  to  Her  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Madrid, 
dkeeting  falm  to  make  a  representation  oa  the  subject  to  we  Spanish  Government, 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  it  to  send  out,  for  the  guidance  of  the  Spanish  Com- 
Husdoners,  in  future  eases  of  a  nature  similar  to  that  of  the  ''  Veneedora,''  instruc- 
^ns  in  conformity  with  the  intent  of  the  Contracting  Parties  to  the  Treaty. 

I  have  ^cc 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners, 

8fc.  8fc.  ifc. 


Enclosure  in  No*  51. 

ViscaufU  Palmerston  to  Sir  O.  VUUers. 

April  24, 183& 
(See  Class  B.  of  this  Series,  No.  26.) 
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My  Ijoro,  Rh  de  Janeiro,  November  3rd,  1837^  "; 

The  jDqspatcb,  w^icb  W€.  had  the  lK>nour  of  addressing  to  yow 
Liordship  ob  the  19th  of  September,  will  have  apprized  you  that,  in  consequenite 
of  a  proposition  by  a  Deputy  for  tite  provinipe  of  San  Paulo,  the  Project  of  the 
Marcjtiis  Barbacena  for  the  al)rogation  of  the  Law  7th  November,  1831,  was. 
referr^  to  a  Committee  of  Diplo*ttacy»  for  an  opinion,  whether  the  Project  in 
question  might  or  not  be  considered  as  militating  against  the  Convention  of  the 
23rd  November,  1826,  between  Great  Britain  and  Brazil. 

Tbjp  Cottimiitee  consisted  of  Senhor  Antonio  Maria  de  Moura,  one  of  the 
Deputies  for  Mina^  Geraes;  Senhor  Jose  de  Aranjo  Ribetro,  a  Deputy  for  Rio 
Grande ;  and  of  Senhor  Manuol  Maria  do  Amaral,  Deputy  for  Bahia. 

Their  opinions  were  given  on  thfe  80th  September, — namely,  that  Senhor  de 
Moura  and  Senhor  Ribeiro  considered  the  Project,  as  not  opposed  in  any  I'esped 
to  the  Treaty,  while  Senhor  do  Amaral  considered  the  Treaty  as  "  attacked"  by 
the  Project ;  and,  further,  that  the  Project  is  contrary  to  the  real  agricultural 
interest  of  Brazil. 

The  respective  opinions  have  been  printed  by  the  Government  press ;  and  we 
have  the  honour  to  enclose  two  copies  and  a  tianslation. 

The  dissentient  Deputy  characterizes  the  Project,  bs  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Treaty  of  1826, "Which  requires,  not  mei'dy  the  reducing  of  the  traffic  in  slaves  oa 
the  coast  of  Africa,  but  its  abolition  within  the  empire  of  Brazil;  while,  in  fiwrt, 
the  practical  security,  afforded  to  those  accomplishing  tlie  importation,  necessarily 
augments  and  extendi^  the^vfery  sam^  traffic. 

The  LfegisUtive  ses^on  closed  on  the  15th  of  October,  without  further  proceed- 
ings in  this  business.  The  elections  of.  .Deputies  ior .  the  ensuing  sMsion  aro  oom  ■  ■ 
pleted,  and  the  22nd  April  next  is  fixed  for  the  election  of  a  new  Regent,  in  the 
person  either  of  the  Regent  ad  interim,  or  of  sou^p  other  gentleman.  And,  on  their 
meeting  for  business  in  May,  it  would  be  highly  satisfactory,  if  the  Executive  and 
the  tti^o  chambers  would  concur  in  some  effective  measure  for  putting  ^owi^, 

of  Diplomacy  and  of  S^i^bor 
the  "  Jornal  dos  Debates"  <rf 

repeated,  in  the  "  Jocnal  dq, 
extensive  circulation  here  and  . 


(Sigpedr  ^     ROBERT  HEskETJ^I^. 


li^RElbERlCK  GRIGO/. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  G.C.B. 

Enclosure  in  No.  32. 

(Translation.) 

{From  Paper  No.  19D,  **  Topographia  NacioncU,*'  1887.)  ^^ 

Tm  Commltt^  'orDfpTomacy  has  liad  Before  It  the  requisition  of*  the  Veputy,  Senlior  Mtrtlii 
Francisco,  that  it  should  examine  whether  the  project  No.  isii  received  from  the  Senate,  be  or  not  in 
opposition  to  the  Treaties  with  Great  Britain ;  and,  after  having^  compared  it  with  the  same  Treaties 
the  ComroiUee  is  of  opinion  that  t^e  project  referred  to  is  in  no  respect  opposed  to  thasamCifiiiV 
therefoi^  that  it  tnay  «tlH  be  diftCttssed. 

Palace  ofikp  Chaml^T  oflkpuli^t^  the  dQthSepimheru  1837.  '«  '  < 

(Signed)  A.  M.  DB  MOURA. 

'^  ARANJO  RTBEIRO. 

^    ^  MANOEL  MARIA  DO  AMARAL,  DiV^enfi^n/. 
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Septtrate  Vote* 

Thb  CoAvendon  of  the  99rd  Norember^  1826,  between  our  Goverament  ami  that  of  Gfeat 
Britaiii,  prohibiting  the  traffic  in  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
attacked  by  the  project  of  law,  No.  188,  receiyed  from  the  Senate.  The  spirit  of  the  said  Conrention, 
^e  Treaties  to  which  it  refers,  and  the  Law  of  the  7th  Noveml)er,  1831,  prohibit  that  the  traffic  In 
slaves  be  carried  on,  in  or  out  of  Brazil,  by  Brazilian  subjects :  the  project,  while  continuing  to 
prohibit  the  traffic  in  Africans  on  the  JDOfst  i&  f^P^^  P^'^'^IF  f  baf  '^f  ^  within  tbe  empire :  the 
project  abrogates  the  law  of  the  7th  *Nminaev$  l8A>  Vka  fimdequate  to  )|>ut  an  end  io  tbe  same 
traffic,  and  it  therefore  enacts  other  means,  more  efficacious,  for  the  execution  of  the  Convention  in 
that  respect,  for  as  much  as  it  affirms  thatrifae'iiuu*eieuut1uu  of  ttic  same  law  of  the  7  th  November 
arises  firom  there  being  a  large  portion  of  our  population  interested  in  such  traffic,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  hands  for  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  because  niany  of  our  countrymen  are  already  impli- 
cated in  this  contraband  trade.       ^  .  ^ 

The^etidre'lbe  rtaaoas  isMippOTt^  the  pkj^eei  of' the  Seh^tt,  Vhich  are  said  td  be  unconnected 
with  the  'DFeatiM,  an4  in  fa^voi^r  of/ihe jj^^PP.^A*^  ^  ^  project  The  object  of  the  Convention,  beteg, 
not  merely^  to  reduce  the  traffic  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  but  to  abolish  it  by  mfans  of  obstacles,  to  that 
end,  it  ia  clear  that  Jbwaaibwing  the  trade^tobe  eaAied  oii  witUin  the  empire,  *fn  the  puUic  ifiarkets, 
and  in  tj^  prfssei\<^e  pf-  the  Authorities,  are  in:  viobUion.  of  the  basbiofthe  aaid*  Convention,  end 
coBtiar^.to  the  princi^d^  oi^  which  it  is  founded.  ^  is  in  vaia  that  bffiyy;fi(ies  be  iipposed,  and 
greater  vigilance  enjoined^  to  prevent  |ae  traffic,  short  qf  the  i^nportcition. into  Brazil;,  w.bicb,;  if!  on 
the  oncf  band  iC  appear  tb  bid  iUt^nde^  to  dihihAsh  tbe  traffic  on' the  coast  of  Afdca  (even  which  is  so 
fiM^evidcPtfydon^ryta  what  was  x  stipulated  by  the  high  contracting  parties),  woilTd,  on  the  o^V 
hand,  \y  giving  ^^v^^ry  s^cvrity^to  the  merpbant  accom  pushing  the  unportatioa;  aeteannrily  augment 
and  extend  the  very  same  traffic.  1     ;        '    i  ' 

If  Brazil,  in  order  to  augment  or  preserye.her  riches,  cannot  dispense  withihe  cojatiniieil  iniportation    \ 
of  Africadb,  if  this  be  deM6iisi/ated  bnd  nsefol  (6  the  country,  which  in  the  opinion^of  the  undersigned 
it  is  no^  He  course  tobe  tblbwed  would  be;  t6  requii^  at  once  the  revocation  6r the  Convention  itself,  ' 
as  vitaUy  necessary  for  thfe  preiervalipa.of  tbe  amntry,  and  fdso  to  oVor^ate  the  taw  of  the  7th 
November,  1831,  apd  not  to  endeaVpur^  under  specious  pretencf»,  to  elude  a  Convention  which  ought 
to  be  msinuined  by  atl  the  powers  of  the  State. 

The  iioa^execution  of'a  1^  te  important  as  (hat  of  the  7tti  November,  1831,  is  attributable  to  neg- 
ligence and  proileotidB.  more  than  io  any  real  waM  of  the  country,  notwithstanding  the  inadequate 
measur^  taVen  in  regard  to  colonizatioa.  If.  there  were  aft  admitiistration  fesolmi  to  execute  the  - 
law  in  question,  the  undersig^ned  is  convinced  that  it  (the  law)  would  not  be  trodden  down  as  it  baa 
been,  and  that  such  an  Administration,  taking  tbe  requisite  precautions,  would  neither  sacrifice  the 
country,  nor  place  it  ond^r  the  necessnty  of  continuing  the  hideous  commerce  in  Africans.  This,  no 
doubt,  would  be  the  principal  object  of  af>mdent  Admibislration, ,  desirous  of  proraothig  the  material 
improveosents  of  the  cpontqr,  and  ^  supporting  oiihif  institutions.  >  Tiie  underaiffned,  hot  thihkinig  it 
necessary  \o  extend  the  development  of  this  subject^  con^lud^  that  the,  project  of  the  ^Senate  attacks 
the  Convention  of  the  23M  Novem^r,  1826: 

Palace  6f  the  Chamber  of  Deputies^  ZOth  Sefitemher,  1 837. 

(Signed)  MANOEL  MARU  DO  AMARAL. 

^  J     (On?  of  13  Peputies  for  the  Province  of  Bahia.)    .  . 


•  ^     '  ■      •  •'    "     No.63.  ■  ■'.■'."'." 

Her  Majesty's  Cmnmssionerf  to  Viscount  Paknersfffn.-^^RecehedJim.  13^  1838.) 
My  Lord,  Ria  «fe  Janeiro,  3rd  November,  1837. 

*  Wfi'Wg  leave  to  eniclbse  tvro  copies  o^the  *' Jor^ial  do  Ccmimercio"  of  thi^ 
date,  dteting  tihat*  among  the  business  brought  before  the  Jury  in  this  city  on  th^ 
1st  instant,  was  a  charge,  pnhehalf  of  the  Crown,  against  the  crew  of  the  Portu- 
guese schoOh^r  '*«/bi'^j)Afi>ia/'  accused  of  the  crime  of  traifi eking  in  slaves,  upon 
which  the  Jury  found  "matter  of  accusation/'  equiv^ent,  we  believe,  to  the  findmg 
of ''  a  true  bill"  ia  ISn^^nd.  ,  .      ' 

We  shall  bot  piflii  to' report  to  yoiir  Lordship  the  result  of  the  trial,  which,  we: 
believe,  is  thfe  firirt  of  the  Kina. 

We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 


The  Right  Hon.  discount  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. 
^c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


FREDERICK  GRIGa 


:;     ;'.'.".'  '"No* 54."  . , 

Her MdJesty'sConimissioners'io  Viscount  Palmerston. -^(Received  Jan. 31, 183&7 
My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  lUh  November,  1837. 

Wb  beg  leave  to  inform  ypux:  JjordiBhib,  that  we  have  received,  by  Her 
Majesty's  Packet  ''Tyi^ao,"  the  nve  copies  of  Parliamentary  Papers,  relating  to 
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the  Slave  Trade,  which  your  Lordship  did  us  the  honour  to  address  to  u^  on^he 
15th  July  last 

.  We  have,  Ac. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  HBSKETH. 

FREDERICK  GRIOa 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
^.  8f€.  Sfo. 


No.  55. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Ftscount  Palmerston.^Itecdved  Jan.^X,lS3S^) 

Mt  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  I6th  November,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  declared  intercourse 
between  this  port  and  the  coast  of  Africa,  during  the  month  of  October  last;  the 
departures  being  2  vessels,  and  the  arrivals  4 ;  all  Portuguese.  We  regret  to 
repeat  our  conviction,  that  all  the  vessels  arriving,  and  detamed  for  a  time  by  the 
police,  have  previously  landed  slaves,  and  will  be  exempt  £com  punishment 

It  has  been  reported,  that  fewer  vessels  have,  of  late,  proceeded  to  Africa,  as 
the  parties  interested  were  in  doubt,  how  far  the  new  Portuguese  Authorities  on 
the  coast  would  act  upoa  the  last  Decrees  of  the  Government  of  Portugal  respei^ 
ing  the  Slave  Trade. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETHT. 

FREDERICK  GRIGG. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viseaunt  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8f€. 
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so  RIO  BE  JANEIRO. 

No.  56. 
(Extract) 

HerliefjeMitf'^  Commissioners  toViscaunt  Pdmerston. — {Received  Jan.  31, 1838.) 

Biode  Janeiro.  17/A  Nwember,  1837. 

The  change  in  the  Brazilian  Government^  which  took  place  on  the  19th 
September,  has  had  this  important  consequence,  in  respect  to  the  Slave  Trade ;  that, 
while  the  late  Goyernment  appeared  to  wish  to  put  down  the  traffic,  as  matter  of 
principle,  and  of  eompact  witn  Great  Britain,  the  present  Government,  as  far  as  it 
IS  represented  by  Senhor  Vasconcellos,  Minister  of  Justice,  and,  provisionally.  Minis- 
ter tor  the  Empire,  has  proclaimed  the  traffic  to  be  indispensable  to  the  conatry, 
has  released  those  concerned  who  were  under  prosecution,  and  set  at  nought  the 
engagMTient  with  Great  Britain  on  this  head. 

It  appears  by  a  Despatch  of  the  21st  October,  from  Senhor  Yasconoellot  to 
the  Minister  of  Finance,  that  orders,  issued  on  the  6th  June,  to  the  Police  and 
to  the  Ipspector  of  the  Custom-house,  strictly  to  examine  vessels  arriving  from  the 
Coast  of  Africa,  had  been  revoked,  previously  to  the  21st  October,  as  well  as  bUier 
orders  to  the  same  Inspector,  respecting  3  slave-vessels  under  embargo ;  and,  at 
length,  on  the  27th  October,  the  Minister  of  Finance,  acting  under  the  orders  of 
Senhor  Vasconcellos^  as  Minister,  ad  interim,  for  the  Empire,  transmitted  a  Copy 
of  the  Despatch  of  the  21st  October  to  the  Inspector  of  IheOustom-hous^  for  his 
Government 

As  far  as  we  know,  the  Documents  in  question  were  not  promulgated  before  tlie 
6th  of  the  present  month,  when  they  appeared  in  the  First  Number  of  a  Paper 
entitled  ''  O  Regresso,"  of  which  we  have  the  honour  to  enclose  2  Copies,  wito  a 
Trandation  of  the  Documents  and  of  the  Reflexions  of  the  Editor. 

Another  Periodical  notices  the  appearance  of  the  ''  Regresso/'  and  the  import- 
ABce  of  the  Documents  thus  brought  before  the  public,  but  without  throwing  any  ' 
li^^  on  the  qtiarter  from  which  they  were  derived. 


Enclosure  in  No.  56. 


XTraiMttation.)  (From  *•  0  Regresso,**  Rio  de  Janeiro,  6lh  November,  1887.) 

To  the  Inspector  of  the  Custom-House. 

I  SSND  to  the  Inspector  of  the  Castom-House,  for  his  infonnation  and  guidance,  the  Copy  €i 
the  Note  addressed  to  me  by  the  Minister  for  the  Empire  on  the  2ist  instant,  in  answer  ta  my  Note 
<»f  die  28th  September,  accompanying  the  representation  of  the  Inspector  ad  interi^,  of  the  USQi  of 
tthe  said  month,  in  regard  to  the  examinations  and  proceedings  lately  established  with  leqpM^  k>  jthe 
43hip8  wliich  might  arrive  from  the  African  ports. 
JUo  de  Janeiro,  fl7tk  October,  1837. 

(ftgned)  MIGUEL  CALMON  DV  PIN  E  ALMEIDA, 

•  (Uinieter  of  Fbianee). 

flVanalation.)  Copy  of  the  Note. 

Most  Illvstrious  and  Most  Excellent  Sir, 

The  Chief  of  the  Police  having^received  orders,  that  the  examinations  on  boaid  of  ships  enter* 
ing  this  port  from  the  Eastern  Coast  should  be  made,  according  to  the  mode  followed  prior  to  the  latest 
Instructions  codtained  in  the  Note  of  the  6th  June  last,  I  likewise  communicate  to  your  Excdiency, 
in  SBSwer  to  the  Note  which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the  98th  ulthnofthst,  in  coneeqiieiiee,  the 
interference  of  the  '*  Quarda  Mor"  of  the  Custom-House  has  ^^eased  in  the  examinatioBS  ffeferred  lo, 
and  as  to  the  orders  which  had  been  addressed  to  the  Inspector,  ad  interim,  of  the  C^atom* 
House,  in  respect  to  the  embargo  on  three  vessels,  which  are  to  be  subject  only  to  judicial  act  haying 
emanated  (h>m  the  oompetent  authority. 

God  preserve  your  Excellency. 
P^ace,  Stlst  October,  1887. 

(Signed)  BERNARDO  PEREIRA  DE  VASCONCELLOS. 

(A  true  Copy.) 

(Signed)  JOAO  MAl^IA  JACOBINA. 

To  Senh^  Miguel  Caiman  du  Pin  e  Almeida. 
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(TraBslation.) 

The  preceding  Despatch  of  the  Most  Excellent  Minister  of  Justice  revokes  that  of  the  €tlt  Jvdj*  of 
the  present  year,  hy  which  his  predecessor  intended  to  impede  the  importation  of  Africans  into  the 
empire.  .  It  washy  difficulties  in  the  examination  of  ^mls,  arriving  from  the  Qtasi  'Of  Africt^,  in 
balhst,  tbafCthe  ex-Minister  thought  that  he  should  succeed  in  putting  an  end  to  the  tralBc.  But  who 
does  not  know  thai  it  was  continued  as  heretoiore  ?  In  fact,  some  owners  of  ships  were  harassed,  and 
perhaps  ruined,  btitlh^lr  nuiiilkr  was  so  inccrnsiderahle,  that  it  might  he  said  to  be  a  grain  of  sand  in 
p^portion  to  those  heaps,  made  and  dispersed  }>y  the  wind,  in  the  deserts. of  Ai|ibit^  Hence  the 
iniKtofiee!  , 

f n  a  eoistkotidnal  country  what  is  meant  by  a  Judge  absolving  a  culprit,  while  the  Government 
orders  the  consequences  of  the  process  to  subsist?  The  Justices  of  the  Peae^  ^itld  acquit  alt  the 
Tesseli ;  their  being  Judges  named  by  the  peojde  iadieatet  that  they  repcesent the  opioioft  qf  ftie  coun- 
<i^— ^wherefore,  how  is  the  Government  to  resist  them?  <       ,        .  , 

ttence,  Scnhofr  Vasconcellos  understood  the  true  policy  in  this  respect.  His  ppredecessoir,  Seabor 
Nmitaxumi,  aHowed  Itself  to  be  carried  away  by  a  few  crack-brained  brawlers,  who  have  nothing  to 
lotey  and  are  of  no  uw  to  the  State,  unless  it  be  in  absorbing  itd  substance.  The  fA^sent  Ministifr  is 
a  Statesman — the  ex-Minister  was  a  rank  emptnc,  who  came  to  <3omplete  the  ibt  of  bad  M^aialers. 
What  would  Brazil  gain  by  th^  absolute  cessatipu  of  the  traffic  in  slaves?  Wanting  hands  for  her 
agrieirlture,  sh^  expires,  and  what  is  lefl  to  us  ?  Misery,  and  nothing  else.  If  we  had  any  oth^r 
brsBth  of  industry— if  our  population  were  already  on  a  par  with  our  territorial  riches,  the  policy  of 
Sehhor  Montezuma  might  bt  excused.  Yet  it  is  not  90,  but  the  reverse.  Our  country  has  neither 
pppulatbn,  nor  capital,  nor  iadnstry.  Everything  ia  idleness  ignorance,  and  poverty,  in -the  midst 
df  the  richest  territory  in  the  world.  Pride,  ridiculqus  presumptjon,  and  vanity  beset  y^.  in. order 
to  labour,  and  to  obey,  it  is  requisite  to  be  a  slave.  '  It  is  only  by  slavery  that  there  can  be  a  public 
looome^  and  therefore  it  is  only  by  it  that  we  can  obtain  peabe  and  tranquillity. 

Xhe  enlightened  peiietration  of  Senhor  Vascoocellev  saw  and  estanated  the  whele,  and  promptly 
decided.  We,  he  said,  are  in  want  of  slav«,  therefore  let  their  importation,  be  faoiUtated^  and  hence- 
forth let  no  one  be  persecuted.  Any  other  person  would  have  drawn  the  same  consequeuoe.  The 
Noble  Minister  did  still  more :  he  proposed  the  revocation  of  the, law  of  the  7th  November>  while  yet 
a  Deputy ;  h&  courageous  spirit  was  not  intimidated  by  English  frowns.  We  know  that  the  English 
.  Minister  haa  already  dated  to  address  to  the  Irapevial  Goveromeat  a  very  bai^  Note  on  the  tevoeatfon 
of  the  **  Portaria"of  the  6th  June.  The  answer,  we  are  sujne»  will  not  displease  C^  deioagradavk*' 
printed  in  Italics)  His  Britannic  Excellency;  and,  if  he  chose^  he  may  go  ou.  Th^  Minister  of 
Justice  will  know  how  to  make  him  feel  his  position,  and  enter  into  the  sphere  of  the  respect  due  to 
theBtazilfaui  Oovernmcmt.  Ho  Government  need  fear  to  lose  by  excess  of  energy.  /  Let  the  Gbvern- 
naent  be  anything  rather  than  weak  and  eowardly.  Let  it  adopt  a  decided  policy,  fotm  a  party,  and 
put  itself  at  the  head — let  it  not  hesitate,  but  let  it  march  firmly  to  J(s.  object.  Every  Government 
vhich  halts,  is  ephemeral.  The  motto  of  the  present  Government  is  **  O  Regresso^  (Old  Principles). 
Therefore,  let  us  retrace  our  steps,  as  well  in  our  internal,  as  in  our  external,  policy.  Let  us  place  the 
throne  of  Don  Pedro  II.  as  it  was  and  ought  to  be.  Let  iis  examine  the  Treaties,  and  let  whatever  be 
good  remain — let  the  rest  be  revoked  and  remain  henceforth  unfulfilled.  Let  the  Ministry  profit  by 
the  good  opinion  which  it  enjoys.  All  the  Provinces  are  already  aware  of  the  existing  incongruities 
in  our  political  legislation ;  let  ever>'thing  be  restored  to  its  ancient  state,  and  let  that  which  experience 
recommends  be  retained,  until  our  young  Emperor  come  of  age. 


No.  57. 

H^  Majesty* s  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  Jan.  31  ^  1838*) 

My  Lord,  ^  ,  Rip  ^e  Janeiro^  20th  November,  1837. 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that,  about  the  16th  <tf  last  month, 
Senhor  Saturaino  de  Souza  e  Olzveira,  who  was  dismissed,  under  the  late  Regency, 
from  the  office  of  Inspector  of  the  Custom-house,  was  re-appointed  to  the  same 
office,  apparently  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commercial  body. 

Upon  this  occasion,  your  Lordship  will,  perhaps,  allow  us  to  refer  to  a  Paper, 
marked  A.,  accompanying  the  Commissioners'  Despatch,  of  the  30th  September, 
1836,  being  a  Translation  from  "  O  Correio  Official,''  of  the  18th  July,  1836,  of  a 
Despatch  of  the  4th  December,  1835,  from  Senor  Saturnino  de  Souza  e  Oliveira,  as 
Inspector  of  the  Custom-house,  to  the  Minister  of  Finance, 

In  that,  communication,  the  Inspector  stronsly  advocated  the  putting  a  stop  to 
all  direct  commerce  between  Brazil  and  the  <S)ast  of  Africa,  as  the  best  means  of 
extinguishing,'  or,  at  least,  reducing  "  the  horrible  trade  m  slaves,'*  or,  at  the 
least,  the  positive  prohibition  of  "  Despachos  "  of  goods  for  transhipment  and  re- 
exportation to  the  Portuguese  Colonies  and  the  Independent  Ports  of  the  Coast, 
and  admitting  the  egress  of  goods  for  those  parts  only  on^  payment  of  the  duties  of 
consumption. 

You  are  aware,  my  Lord,  that  neither  proposition  was  sanctioned  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  Finance,  or  the  Law-Officers  of  the  Citown.  But,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, we  think  it  our  duty  again  to  submit  the  subject  to  your  Lordship's 
consideration. 

*  Appareatly  aa  error  of  Uie  ptett  Ibr  ttie  Oth  of  June. 

Class  A. — Further  Series.  .    M 
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We  refrain  from  adverting  to  the  eventual  bearing  of  the  opinions  of  SeBhor 
Satumino  de  Souza  e  01iveira»  in  December,  1835,  upon  poBSibla  cases^  such  m 
that  of  the  *'  Especulador*'  noticed  in  our  Despatch  of  the  10th  August  last ;  being 
aware,  that  the  question  raised  as  to  the  duties  on  her  cargo  has  been  laid  before 
your  Lordship  from  another  quarter. 

T^e  have  &c 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

FREDERICK  GRIGG. 
The  Right  Hon.  Fhcount  Palmerston,  Q.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  ^c. 


No.  58. 
Her  Majesty's  CommissUmers  toVisewnt  PabMrMton^-^iBeeeived F^.  13»  1898.) 
My  Loed»  Rio  de  Janeiro,  4th  December,  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Statement  of  the  declared  and  now  unre* 
atricted  intercourse,  between  this  Port  and  the  Coast  of  Africa,  during  the  montli 
of  November  last ;  ihe  arrivals  being  7  Portuguese  vessels,  and  the  diepBirtQie^  9 
P^uguese  and  1  Brazilian. 

Ire  have,  Ace. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

FREDERICK  GRIGG. 
The  Might  Hon.  Viseount  Palmentm,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  S^e. 
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No.  59/ 


Her  Majesty* s  Cwtmu^imers  to  f^iscmint  Palmer^tof I. — (^Received  Feb.  13,  1838.) 

My  Ix>ep»  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Ath  December  1837. 

Deeming,  it  our  duty  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  whatever  may  ishew  tbe 
state  of  tli6  public  mind  in  this  city,  or,  by  po^bility,  affect  itliereaftep,  in  Regard 
to  the  Slave  Trade,  we  beg  leave  to  enclose  two  eopies  of  a  pamphlet  ontiiat  sub- 
ject, recently  published  here  undet  the  title  of  an  "  Analyttcai  Memoir  oA  the 
Traffic  in  Slaves,  and  tlie  Evils  of  Domestic  Slavery." 

Your  Lordsliip  will  recollect,  that,  after  the  abdication  of  Don  Pedro,  «  sooiety 
styling  itself,  **  Defelisora da  Liberaade  e  Independencia  Nacional,"  was  thepnn- 
cipal  auxiliary  of  the  new  govornment,  and  that  it  offered  a  premium  £br  the  best 
essay  on  the  means  of  abolishing  the  traffic,  and  of  silbstttuting  free  for ilatve 
labour. 

The  pamphlet  in  question  professes  to  have  been  written  in  consequence,  but 
not  to  have  been  completed  till  after  the  Toluntary  an^  tacit  dissekrtion  of  the 
Society  ;  so  that,  instead  of  obtaining  the  expected  patronage  of  a  very  infloeatial 
body,  the  'pampMet  now  appears  under  adverse  circumstances,  and  can  liave  a  good 
effect  only  prospectively. 

.  It  remains,  however,  to  be  seen,  whether  those  members  of  the  late  'Legidiitiire, 
who,  as  such,  expressed  their  hostility  to  the  Stave  Trade,  are  not  availing  them- 
selves of  this  opportunity  of  diffusing  their  opinions  on  the  subject. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

FREDERICK  GRIGa 
The  Right  Hofi.  discount  Palnicrston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No- 60. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Feb.  13, 1838.) 

My  Loro,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  ISth  December^  1837. 

We  hope,  that  your  Lordship  Will  permit  us  to  address  you  on  the  subject, 
which,  though  beyond  the  immediate  charge  of  the  JMixed  Commission,  has  a  prac- 
tical bearing  upon  its  ultimate  object. 

Od  the  13th  of  last  month,  a  French  bark,  called  **  La  Justine/*  M.  liucas, 
master,  arrived  here,  in  65  days,  from  Havre  de  Grace,  in  ballast,  with  238  Ger- 
man settlers,  bound  for  New  Holland. 

Soon  afterwards,  a  society  in  this  city,  established  in  March  1836,  under  the 
title  of  **  Sociedade  Promotora  de  Colonisacao  do  Rio  de  Janeiro,"  havinff  for  ob- 
ject the  Location  of  European  Emigrants  m  the  Interior,  and  their  employipent, 
generally,  as  Ubpurers  in  Brazil,  commenced  proceedings  to  alter  the  destmation  of 
the  emigrants  on  board  of  the  "  Justine,*'  who  had  been  especially  selected  for  good 
character,  and  succeeded  in  accomplishing  their  landing  here,  on  payment  of  a 
sum  to  the  master  of  the  vessel,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  expense  of  their  transport 
thus  far* 

This  transaction,  and  the  general  proceeding  of  the  society,  from  its  instalment 
to  the  close  of  ftlai*ch  1837,  as  detailed  in  a  prmted  report,  evince  its  activity  and 
good  management,  and  also,  that  its  exertions  ar<i  steadily  directed  towards  the  in- 
troduction of  free  labourers  into  this  country,  on  an  extensive  plan,  hitherto  suc- 
cessful. 

We  think  it  probable,  that  the  Negotiation  for  th^  landing  of  the  party  by  the 
"  Justine**  was  approved  of  by  the  Government ;  and  it  is  most  satisfactory,  that,  as 
the  practicability  of  introducing  free  labour  into  Brazil,  is  demonstrated,  the  pally 
who  so  perseveringly  support  and  encourage  the  flagitious  importation  of  African 
Slaves,  on  the  plea  of  the  want  of  other  hands  and  of  necessity,  will  be  deprived'  of 
that  argument,  while  the  Landed  Proprietors  themselves  will,  we  trust,  iftvail  them- 
selves progressively,  of  the  means  of  obtaining  other,  better,  and,  in  the  eud^ 
cheaper  labourers.  .  . 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  UESKETH. 

FREDERICK  GRfGG. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerstoji,  G.C.B. 
^c.  8fC.  ^e. 
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No.ei. 

ifcr  Majestji^  Commstnoners  to  FiscountPalmerston.'-i  Received  feb.  13, 1*838.^ 
Mx  hoBJK  ^^9  ^^  Janeiro,  ^nd  December',  lfli37. 

.Wfibeffleave  to  enclose  tTW  copies  of  the  '*  Correio  Official  Nicthei-oyense" 
of  the  28th  November,  with  a  tranglatioa  of  an  address,  17th  November,  from 
the  Legielativ*  Asaembly  of  the  Province  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  to  the  General  Le- 

fisiative  Assembly  of  the  Empire,  pricing  thp  ahro^tion  of  the  law  of  the  Ttli; 
IweiHber,  1881,  against  the  traffic  in  slaves.  v> 

'  The  oflfeial  and  strenilous  charActer  of  tliis  Representation,  evi4ently  shews,  that,, 
tmthe  meeting  of  the  General  Legislative  Assembly  in  May  1838,  every  exertion, 
wftlbe  made  to  repeal  the  law  in  question, — the  only  remaining  support  to  the 
Treaties,  concluded  with  this  country  with  the  humane  object  of  the  abolition  of  the. 

The  docui»eiit  ahoTO-mentioned  was  republished  in  *'  0  Jprnal  do  Cominercio^'*^ 
of  die  21«t  instant,  without  comment*  We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  HESI^KTH^ 

FREDERICK  GRtGG, 
The  Bight  Hon.  Fiseount  Fidmer^totis  G.C^. 
Sfc.  8(e.  Sfe. 


Enclosure  in  No.  61. 


(Translation.) 

JRepresentcUian  of  the  Provincial  Legislative  Astefnbl^  of  Rio  de  Janeiro^  in  regard  to  ths' J)'€t0(c : 

in  Slaves*, 

August  and  Most  Worthy  Representatives  op  the  Nation, 

'  ~  "■THEXegTsTalive'iGsiembTy  ofThe  Fitovfrtfife-  crtto*  tfe  J«wtro,  taking  into  doe  consideration  . 
the  representations  of  several  Municipal  Chambers  of  the  same  Province,  and  acting  upon  the  right, 
or  rather  complying  with  the  obligation  laid  upon  it  by  tlie  9th  Article  of  the  Additional  Act,  representb 
to  the  General  Legislative  A^embly,  the  urgent^  necessity  of  the  early  abrogation  of  the  Law  of  the 
7ih  November,  1831. 

That  Law,  (hough  dictated  by  commendable  ^ntiments  of  humanity,  far  from  producing  those  ■ 
salutary  eff^'ts  which  were  aimed  at,  has  caused  irreparable  evils,  which  are  felt  on  even'  side,  and  is 
preparing  an  abyss  of  still  greater,  the  terrible  consequcncos  of  which,  verj'  easy  to  be  foreseen,  may 
be  fatal,  if  Divine  Providence  shall  not  deign  to  continue  its  protection  to  Brazil. 

The  importation  of  Africans  has  neither  been  impeded  nor  dimhuished  by  the  law  in  question :  on 
the  eonlraxyf  the  traffic  has  been,  and  is,  continued  with  impunity,  and  the  zealous  efibrts  of  the  public 
authority  have  not  been  able,  either  to  prcyent  tlie  importation,  or  to  punish  the  infractors  of  the  la^i^'! 

This  general  non-observance  of  the  Law  of  the  7th  November  is  neither  extraordinary,  nor  a  solitary 
instance  in  the  history  of  legislation  ;  it  is  rather  to  be  considered  as  a  commcm  occurrence,  for  its- 
cause  lies  in  the  natural,  necessary,  and  irresistible  order  of  thhigs. 

The  interest,  the  habits,  «rid  the  ide$tS  of  many  ages  have  impressed  upon  the  greater  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  that  it  is  inppossible  to  do  without  slave  labour  ;  and  at  least  the  agricul- 
tural class,  the  largest  and  the  most  important,  feels  its  practical  necessity.  And  if  it  be  an  acknow- 
ledged truth  that  this  is  the  idea  of  the  majority  of  the  population,  one  cannot  but  aeknowledge,  that 
nothing  is  so  common  in  the  matural  order  of  human  affairs  as  the  desire  to  acquire  skive  labour,  in 
spite  of  every  riak,  inasmudi  as  the  motive  to  procin-e  the  means  of  ol^taining  ^  profitable  and  more 
secure  subsistence,  is  unquestionably  graven  by  nature  on  the  heart  of  man ;  and  such  and  so  weighty 
being  the  circumstances,  nothing  is  so  natural  as  the  disinclination,  the  lukewarmtiess,  and  the  neglect 
of  ail  those  who  are  charged  with  executing  a  law  such  as  that  of  the  7th  November,  against  which 
the  Tiding  opinion  of  the  e6untry  has  been  so  openly  expressed  ;  and  the  more  so  when  we  observe, 
thai  so  numerous  are  the  infractors,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  effect  their  puni^ment  viithout  the 
risk  of  occasioning  a  deplorable  and  general  calamity.* 

'Nor  let  it  be  said  that  the  majority,  thinking  thus,  are  in  error,  and  that  their  real  interest  requires 
the  termination  of  slave  labour ;  for,  granting  that  it  be  so,  still  the  Law  of  the  7th  November  could 
not  be  maintained ;  it  being  a  fixed  Q'  exucto*')  principle  in  legislative  science,  that  the  errors  or  the 
pv^diees  of  natione,  rendered  inveterate  by  habits  of  long  islanding,  should  be  attacked  not  by  direct, 
Di^t  by  indirect  means,  tendinff  to  enlighten  the  people,  and  to  turn  them  insensibly  from  those  errors 
or  prejudices,  which  it  were  advisable  to  eradicate,  and  particularly  when  they  are  bound  up  with  the 
great  interests  of  the  people,  even  though  they  be  more  plausiUe  than  real.  And  this  prifneiple  applies 
«kactly  tio  the  Law  of  the  7th  November. 

Hiesci  considerataona  are  corroborated  by  another  principle,  adraiitiog  of  no  exception.  No  criminal 
prohibitive  laws  should  be  enftcted,  the  inobserN'ance  of  which  will  probably  apply  to  so  great  a  number 
of  transgressors,  that  their  punishment  nlust  be  impracticable;  th^  necessary  result  of  such  laws  is 
impuhHy,^  which  adds  to  the  number  6f  the  culpable  ;  and  there  is  nothing  so  imtnomi  as  a  society 
>  which  is  in  the  habit  of  violating  the  law  with  impunity.  And  if  it  be  a  lamentable  fact,  which  how- 
ever cannot  be  disguised,  that^o  m^py  ar^Jlhe  transgressors  of  the  Law  of  the  7th  November,  that 
their  ppf  ifhjpe^tJs.abeoliitdy  impossible,  particularly  as  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  their 
number  extends  and  augments  from  day  to  day,  how  can  one  acquiesce  in  preserving  the  same  law, 
withoht  cbtnmitiing^  the  serious  polStibal  fault  of  occasbning,  and  even  promoting,  the  demoralization 
of  the  country,  with  all  its  unavoidable  consequences* 

Finally,  if  we  look  forward  to  a  period  of  dangerous  reaction,  when  there  may  be  ft  force  nifBcient 
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to  cause  the  Law  of  the  7th  November  to  be  executed,  what  heart,  really  Brazih'an,  will,  with  tiger 
cruelty,  fail  to  shed  tears  of  blood  on  the  scene  of  horrors  threatened  by  so  frightful  a  conjuncture, 
and  on  the  extreme  sufleringa  of  thousands  of  valuable  citizens  condemned  to  end  in  dire  imprison* 
ment  the  remainder  of  those  laborious  days,  spent  in  producing  abundant  wealth,  wifh  which  thUr 
country,  thfis  punishiiig  then*  errors,  had  been  nourished,  had  grown  great  and  prosperous — innuim- 
rable  unoffending  families  ruined — the  fields  without  labourers---districts  in  desolatioq. 

For  alllfaeae  reasoBs,  asd  for  others  passed  over,  more  proper  to  be  &lt  than  expcessed,  the  Legis- 
lative AssemMy  of  the  Province  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  hopes,  that  the  August  and  Most  Worthy  Repreaeo- 
tatives  of  the  Nation  will  be  pleased  g^raciously  to  receive  the  present  representation,  as  matter  of 
necessity  and  of  clahn  by  all  Brazil,  aira  especially  by  the  Frbvince  of  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Palace  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Rio  de  Janeiro^  I7th  No/oen^er^  1887. 

(Signed)  J.  CLBMENTE  PEREIRA. 

J.  J.  VAN  vicrvA. 
J.  C.  MONTEIRO. 


No.  62. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to.  Viscount  PalmeTsUni4 — (Rec.  March  6,  1838.) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  28<A  December,  1837. 

Considering  the  efforts,  which  are  being  made  by  the  Minister  of  Justice 
and  Acting  Minister  for  the  Empire,  apparently  with  the  sanction  of  the  Regent, 
ad  interim,  and  of  the  other  Members  of  the  Government,  to  abrogate  the  Law  of 
the  7th  of  November,  18S1,  and  to  revert  to  the  open  and  unlimited  importation  of 
African  slaves,  we  hope  to  be  allowed  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  the  enclosed 
additional  Papers  on  the  subject : — 

"  O  Jornal  do  Commercio  "  of  this  date,  containing  an  Extract  from  a  Number, 
11th  May,  of  the  "  Carapuceiro,*'  a  respectable  and  intelligent  Paper,  published  at 
Pernambucco. 

A  Translation  of  a  Passage  on  the  Slave  Trade. 

We  rejoice,  that  such  just  and  forcible  arguments,  on  national  grounds,  against 
the  traffic,  have  been  reproduced  in  the  Cftpfel  of  the  fhnpire  ;  and  we  would  fisojt 
hope^  that  in  the  ensuing  Legislative  Session,  means  will  be  found  at  once  to  with- 
staiid  the  endeavours  to  repeal  the  Law  of  the  7th  November,  and  to  maintain  the 
engagements  of  Brazil  to  England  on  this  subject. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

FREDERICK  GRIGG. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  £fc.  8f€. 


Enclosure  in  No.  62. 

Extract  from  O  Jomai  do  Commercio  of  December  26, 1887. 
^Translation.) 

Thbre  is  no  doubt  that  our  Brazil  commenced  with  many  vicious  principles,  and  has  always  been 
terribly  mismanaged.  Slavery,  thus  introduced,  became  a  hot-bed  of  immorality,  which,  for  many 
years,  will  turn  the  mass  pf  our  population  head- strong  and  corrupt,  as  if  the  Supreme,  outraged  in 
this  (the  African)  portion  of  His  creation,  be  permitting  such  evils,  as  a  punishment  for  our  injustice 
and  want  of  humanity.  It  appears  that  our  Independence  being  once  proclaimed,  and  the  principles 
of  a  Government  founded  on  Uie  imprescriptible  Rights  of  Man,  recognised  as  holy,  we,  Brazilians, 
^ould  be  horrified  at  the  sight  of  the  captivity  of  so  considerable  a  portion  of  oor  fellow-creatuces ; 
and,  if  we  should  find  it  impracticable  at  once  to  set  them  at  liberty,  that  we  should,  at  least,  aim  at 
manumitting  them  slowly  and  progressively,  abstaining  absolutely  from  the  importation  of  those 
miserable  victims  of  our  unpardonable  cupidity.  But  the  result  has  been,  in  every  respect,  the  reverse. 
Though  we  had  but  just  ceased  to  be  colonists,  we  aimed  at  leajMng  over  the  whole  process  of  civiloa- 
tion,  at  ranking  with  the  nations  most  advanced  in  the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  yet  keeping  up,  at  the 
same  time,  the  miserable  system  of  slavery,  and  piu^uing  the  same  iniquitous  and  horrible  traffic  in 
human  flesh.  Thus  we  have,  in  the  midst  of  us,  a  frightful  number  of  slaves,  in  spite  of  civil  law-* 
in  spite  of  reason^-in  spite  of  the  stings  of  religious  conscience — thus  perpetuating  one  of  the  most 
prolific  sources  of  immorality,  and  constraining  our  country  to  retrograde.  And  yet,  we  shall  be  found 
boasting  of  our  social  progress !  What  social  progress  is  that,  which  impels  us  to  disregard  every  prin* 
ciple  of  reason  and  of  justice,  and  to  sacrifice  our  real  and  lasting  interest  to  the  sordid  lucre  of  a  few 
daysP 
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No.  63. 

Her  Mqfesfy's  Commmioners  to^  Vi$cour4  Painerston. — {Ree.  Mttreh  6,  1838.) 

Mr  LoRD^  Rio  de  Janeiro,  31^  December^  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  Intereourse  between  this 
IPorl  and  the  Coast  of  Africa,  from  the  Ist  instant  to  this  date  inclusive;  the  d^ 
partores  being  4  vessels,  and  the  anivals  as  many  as  14>  all  Portuguese. 

It  is  very  probable,  that  this,  increased  activity  is  mainly  at^ibutable  to  the  pre* 
sent  policy  of  th^  Brazilian  Government  in  respect  to  the  traffic.^ 

We  have,  &a 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH. 

FREDERICK  GRIGG. 
The  Right  Hon  Fiscount  Palmereton,  Q.C.B. ' 
8fi}.  8fc.  Sfc. 
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:       ,  No.  64.  I 

Fiscaunt  Pakner^ton  to  Her  MaJesty^s  CMitAisMoners.  { 

OeKtlemfn,    ;  Foreign  Ojfice,  19th  March,  1638.  j 

I  I  PAVE  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admirajy 
havJB  issued  a  CSrcular  to  the  Commanders  in  Chief  on  ftwreign  stations,  directing 
thehi  to  instruct  the  Captains  and  Commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  and  veBs4is 
tinder  their  ord«r»  to  discontinue  the  practice,  as  which  it  appears  that  they  claftn 
ift  r^ht,  under  section  8  of  the  Articles  of  War,  of  taking  from  vessels  detained  ty 
them  under  Treaties  with  Foreign  Powers,  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Tra(fc, 
_  ifcles  relating  to  navigation,*  which  may  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  capturing 
vesiel  under  their  command.    •  j 

;  '      ^  lara,  &c. 

I  (Signed)  PALMERSTON.j 

H&r  M(0$9ty*0  tlommusionersi  i 

;    ^c:       ift.        8fc.        ' 


I  No.  65.  ^  ! 

tier  Mcgesty^  Oommissioncrf  to  Viscount  Palmer aton. — {Received  March  19.) 

Mt  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  5th  January  1838., 

In  purs^iance  of  the  7^th  clause  of  the  Act  passed  in  the  5th  year  of  the 
reign  of  His  late  Majesty  George  IV.,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  amend  and  consolids^e 
thsk  Laws  relating  to  the  AboHtion  of  the  Slave  Trade,"  we  beg  leave  to  report  to 
yoiir  Lordships/ that  no  vessel  has  been  brought  into  this  Port,  for  adjudication  by 
the  Mixed  Bxiiish  and  Brazilian  Court  of  Commission,  established  in  this  city» 
belWeen  the  5tiL  July,  1837, 8(nd  the  present  date.  ; 

t  V^^o  have  &c 

;  (Signed)  GEORGE  JACKSON.    ' 

FREDERICK  GRIGG. 
The  Right  /fof  Fiscount  PcAmerston,  O.C.B. 
^c.      I  Sfc.        i        4rc.  . 


No.  66. 


Gj^ntlemen,    I 

I        I  HEBEWITH  transmit 


^i9coi0it  Pabn^ston  to  Her  Majesty  s  Commissioners. 

Foreign,  Office,  \8th  April,  1838.! 
to  you  the,  copy  of  a.  Letter,  and  of  its  Enclosu^, 
ich  havie  beeh  received  at  tlis  office  from  the  Colonial  Departnx^nt,  containing 
imunidationlfrom  Dr.  Wil^am  Cullen,  representing  the  conduct  of  the  GovejJ 
it  of  Brazil  In  Tespect  to  thfe  Slave  Trade. 

.  beg  to  dra^  your  attention  to  the  statement  of  the  delays,  which  occur  in 
adjudication  of  slave- vessels,  fa  the  Court  of  Mixed  Commission  of  which  you 
m^beors.  ;  |  | 

STou  will  be*  in  mind,  thali  in  your  Commission,  and  in  the  Conventions  with 
Portugal,  COB  filmed  by  the  Cbnvenition  with  Brazil,  under  which  documents  me 
power  is  given  to  you  of  adjud  Icating  slave-vessels,  you  are  enjoined  to  conformlto 
thdse  Conventidns,  to  their  se;^eral  annexes,  and  to  the  Acts  of  Parliament  wh^h 
have  been  passed  to  carry  those  Conventions  and  their  annexes  into  effect.  T 

jThose  Convebtions,  together  with  the  Legislative  Enactments,  which  have  bej^n 
pafsed.with  regard  to  them,  s  ipersode  the  previous  laws  both  of  Great  Britain  abd 
Bit^il,  on  tlH>s4  matters  whic^  belong  to  the  execution  of  those  Conventions,      j 

$Phe  le^llty  <of  the  proceedings  oi  the  Mixed  Commission  does  not,  therefo  -e, 
proper}y'depen|  upon  the  conformity  of  such  proceedings  with  the  general  laws  of 
Biflzil ;  but  piJoperly  upon  their  conformity  with  the  Conventions  under  whi  A 
yo6r  powers  ar0  given.  | 

llie  regulation  for  the  Mixed  Commission!  attached  to  the  Convention  of  18!  7, 
a  paper  d];a\rn  jup  specially  for  the  guidance  of.  the  Judges  and  Arbitrators  icon- 
p(^i^i;he  Mixied  Courts  of  Jptice  eMabliihed'iilider'the  Convention,  prescdbes  in 
thr  third  paraglraph  of  its  firat  article,  that  the  Commissioners  shall  give  sentei  ce 
asWtnmarilf  as  possible,  audi  they  ^re  required  to  decide  (as  far  as  th^  shaH  find 
CiUss  A. — ^FdnTHER  SerieI  If    :   ' 
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it  practicable)  within  the  space  of  20  days^  to  le  dated  from  the  day  in  which  the 
detained  vessel  shall  have  been  brought  into  the  Port  where  the  Commission  shall 
reside. 

It  appears  frpm  your  own  Despatches,  that  this  stipulation  has  not  been  compli^ 
with. 

The  reason  given  by  you  is  the  intervention  of  holidays,  whieh  are  sanctioned  by 
Brazilian  custom ;  and  the  practice  of  Embargoes,  which  is  sanctioned  by  the  Brazi* 
iian  law. 

In  both  of  these  instances^  however,  a  delay  is  produced  ineonsii^tent  with  the 
intent  of  the  Conventions,  highly  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  captor  aivl  of 
the  captured,  and  extremely  injurious  to  the  unfortunate  negroes,  whose  release  is 
one  of  the  main  objects  of  the  Treaty. 

By  the  practice  of  Embargoes  an  opportunity  is,  moreover,  expressly  allowed 
for  a  reviaal  of  the  Sentence,  and  a  principle  is  thereby  admitted,  in  direct  contira- 
vention  of  the  re*gulation  above  quoted,  the  words  of  which  are,  that  the  "  Commis- 
sioners shall  judge  without  appeal.*' 

I  am  glad  to  hear,  that  the  Brazilian  Government  admits  the  justice  of  the  com- 
pkants  made  aminst  the  praetice  of  Embargoes.  But  the  mere  fiiet  which  hm 
been  stated,  of  an  intention  of  that  Government  to  propose  to  the  Legislative 
Body  in  Brazil  an  alteration  of  the  law  in  this  respect,  must  not  induce  you  to 
acquiesce  in  permitting  the  practice  to  continue,  until  soch  alteration  shall  have 
been  made ;  because  the  practice  might,  in  such  case,  be  continued  for  an  indefinite 
time. 

With  respect  to  the  numerous  holidays,  which  delay  the  budness  of  the  Mixed 
Conmiissian,  I  must  likewise  warn  you  against  permitting  this  departure  from  the 
stipulations  of  liie  Treaty. 

I  send  you  the  extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  show- 
ing that  in  Cuba  the  observance  of  holidays  has  been  waived^  in  consideration  of  the 
intent  of  the  Treaty. 

I  desire,  that  you  will  urge  your  Brazilian  coUeagues  to  join  with  you  in  some 
formal  act,  which  shall  legafize  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  on  such  days,  when- 
ever they  occur. 

I  am,  &C. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  Signed)  PALMERSTON, 

^e.        8fo.        SfQ. 


Enclosure  in  No.  66. 


Mr,  Stephen  to  Mr.  Backhouse, 
Sir,  Downing  Street,  March  16, 1888. 

I  AM  directed  by  Iiord  Glenelg  to  transniH  to  yoa  herewith,  for  die  information  of  Viscoimt 
Palmerston,  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  dated  the  28th  ultimo,  from  Dr.  Cullen,  a  physician,  who,  it 
appears,  has  resided*  for  some  years  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  representing  the  conduct  of  the  Brazilian 
Government,  In  respect  to  the  h'berated  AfWcans  captured  in  slave  vessels,  and  the  inefficiency  of  the 
Mixed  Commission  Court  at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
I4>rd  Olenelg  recommends  Ibis  commtraieation  to  the  specic^l  attention  of  liord  Palmerston. 

I  have,  &C,,  

T.  Backhouse,  Esq.  (Signed)  JAMES  STEPHEN. 

4*c.    Sfc.    Sfc, 

Sub-EncloBure  in  No.  66. 

Dr,  CuUen  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  ^«e  ^i/«»  ^-  P^^^mar^t  28, 1888. 

In  reading  the  report  of  yonr  Lordship's  speech  in  the  debate  on  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  20th  current,  I  could  not  help  admirii\g  the  enlightened  views  taken  by 
your  Lordship  on  that  important  subject  However,  there  is  one  point  upon  which  I  beg  to  oflfer  a 
few  remarks,  to  which  I  am  led  hy  facts  Mid  chremnstanees,  which  eame  under  my  own  obaervaUoa, 
while  reddent  at  a  Phyaieian  in  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Tour  Lordship  mentioaed,  that  Braul  had  loag  mmt^ed 
tbe  abolition  of  the  Slaw  Trade,  and  that  still  you  feared  the  Chambers  would  notgivetheireonaeiittoa 
more'  complete  Trea^,  now  in  progress  between  this  country  and  her.  Your  Lordship  also  stated  diffieul* 
ties  in  the  way  with  Portugal.  In  another  place  it  is  observed  by  your  Lordship  "  Uiat  the  gfreat  oljeet 
which  this  country  had  to  look  to,  towards  the  fulfilment  of  their  humane  decrees  on  thk  sobjeet,  was  to 
obtain  effectual  powcn  of  eieention,  and  to  stimulate  the  moral  sense  of  surrouoding  oonmunitiea  in 
favour  of  the  abolition  of  tbb  haieful  traflBc."  From  what  liUle  I  know  of  the  character  of  the  Portu- 
guese and  Brazilians  (after  five  years  experience)  I  am  afraid  that  the  moral  sense  is  a  quality  which 
they  do  not  understand,  therefore  it  will  be  impossible  to  stimukte  a  sense  that  has  no  enstence. 

Asfbr  as  I  recollect  (a  oonsidMable  portion  of  my  notes  on  this  subject  are  left  at  my  residence  in 
Edmburgh)  there  was  a  Treaty  entered  into  between  this  country  and  Braail  m  1680  at  1881,  for 
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tte  t«tal  ftbotttioB  of  tlie  SUiTe  IVdte.  It  is  qvtte  coftnoM  in  Kio  de  JtMiro  to  htsr  M  dmMs 
dbdiiimuig,  paryo«)ar)j  before  utmofgen,  wg^AuH  the  dtegntcefM  trtAt,  as  ikey  eafi  H,  at  tbe  sane 
iSoie  it  i9  perfieetly  weH  known,  tbst  iberBfs  not  a  imni  amongst  thorn  wlio  wtM  Bot  mingle  Akmm 
into  the  cocmfry  vhoneror  wm  oppoitaiiky  i^Ken.  It  la  caletilatsad,  tittt  in  tfaa  pnmnoe  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro  alone,  since  te  Brazil  Ckyvvfftment  proidbited  Ibei  iatro^fo«tioa  of  now  AMcann,  theiB  hai^ 
not  hecii  less  imported  MRnmllT  iEban  from  twenty  to  twen^-ftra  thomsand*  It  is  aaid  thnt  eves  the 
Himstaiaof  State  are  engaged  in  tilis  iHegal  traftii  wWci  baa  become  ttinmdj  poAtaUt  stnca  the 
pmbibition.  Tbey  consider  that  tor  once  they  owy  be  taken  tbey  haTO  tweliw  or  Mora  choMA  lo 
eseape;  and  when  a  vessel  happens  to  be  seized,  every  subterfuge  is  rmorted  to^tet  can  be  deviwd  to 
eaeolpate  those  mdrvidaBls  acfnsJIytaken  bi  the  effeiiee.  Bat  fbe  worst  paH  of  the  matter  isy  that  aot 
«n#  of  the  Aftiaans  is  even  set  at  liberty.  Prom  tlK  ebieanery  and  peridy  of  ttea  BmatHdan  govern- 
aMot»  and  the  toiil  waait  of  edrieney  on  Hm  part  cf  ttet  Mi^ed  CommMon,  the  aonditioB  of  tim 
AiHcansthat  are  seized,  is  rendered  a  Aoisand  tixi€»  winrse  than  if  fliey  had  bMi  alhiwed  to  itmifa 
in  the  hands  of  the  smugglers.  The  smugglers  would  have  sold  them  to  penons  wbe^  general^ 
speaking,  would  take  eare  of  4wm  ttpon  the  same  principle  that  domestic  animals  are  cared  for; 
wborens,  (Vmn  the  kdeeMon  and  negligence  of  the  Mixed  Commlssfony  I9tey  are  detained^  niiwhole- 
aaimely  crouched  together,  tiR  their  numbers  aie  redneed  by  siekness,  and  the  remMiirdtr  atfe 
apprenticed  for  iburtecti  years*  which  ends  in  perpetual  slavery.  The  indif  idnali  who  obtain  these 
apprenticesare  solely  persons  who  have  interest  wHh  the  parties  who  hire  them  out,  and  it  is  an  cmdsv- 
stood  thing,  that  after  a  year  or  two  not  one  of  the  Africans  are  overheard  (^,  one  half-yearns  hire  is 
paid  down  when  the  appientiee  is  lured,  and  the  patty  enters  into  an  obligation  to  prodiM^e  him  when 
eriled  upon  by  the  Quia  dos  Ikifans,  who  is  as  great  a  rascal  as  any  of  the  others ;  but  the  conse- 
qoence  of  all  this  is,  that  the  contracting  pa^y  brmgs  proof  that  his  apprentiee  hae  run  off,  or  that  he 
is  dead.  This  commonly  takes  place  before  the  termination  of  the  first  year.  A  usual  trick  to  witidi 
Aey  resort  is  to  produce  a  dead  slave  either  from  the  Hospital  or  from  the  Miserieordia,  or  firom  some 
of  their  friends  who  may  have  one  that  has  died.  A  kind  of  in<fne«t  is  lield,  and  the  apprentice 
is  proDonnced  to  have  died  a  natiRal  death.  At  other  times  they  eome  before  the  judge  with 
vritBesses  to  prove  that  the  apprentke  has  run  off,  as  they  have  no  lack  of  witnesses,  who  will  swear 
anything  for  a  few  patacs.  But  as  the  Judges,  Justices  of  Peace,  Clerks,  &c.  are  all  in  collusion  to 
defeat  the  purposes  for  which  the  Mixed  Commissbn  has  been  appointed,  and  as  the  Members  of  it 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro  are  certainly  nf>glectful  of  their  duty,  it  is  as  clear  bs  Che  sun  at  noon  day,  that  the 
smd  Commission  is  no  better  than  a  dead  letter,  it  has  never  rescued  one  AfHean  ftom  slavery.  Ifol 
prooTof  this  assertion  I  shall  state  facts,  which  shew  that  the  ill*timed  and  ineffectual  interference  of 
the  Mixed  Commission,  instead  of  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  the  poor  Africans,  has  been  prodactm 
of  nothtng^  but  misery  and  death. 

About  the  beginning  of  1834  a  small  schooner  (I  think  the  name  was  the  ^^  Duqueza  de  Braganta*') 
was  captured  by  one  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  cruizers,  and  brought  into  Rk>  de  Janehti,  having 
on  board  between  three  and  four  hundred  AfVicans^  mobtfy  chiklren;  these  poor  creatures  had 
sniped  much  from  their  long  confinement  in  such  a  small  vessel,  and  it  is  believed  a  great  many  had 
died  on  the  passage :  by  the  humanity  of  the  late  Admiral  Sir  Michael  S^momr,  commanding  Her 
Britannic  Mary's  squadron  on  the  station,  they  were  taken  on  shore  and  properly  cared  for,  other- 
wise the  mortal  amongst  them  after  landing  mnst  have  been  greater  than  it  wasw  The  Miied 
Commission  ddayed  giving  judgment  in  the  matter  till  the  end  of  June,  when  they  condemned  the 
schooner,  and  adjudg^  the  Africans  to  be  free.  But  what  was  the  destinatk>n  of  these  free  Africana? 
Tbey  were  red^iced  by  deaths  to  288,  all  of  whom  were  sent  to  the  bouse  of  correction  to  work  for  the 
Braidlian  Government.  I  called  at  this  house  of  correetion  eight  days  after  thehr  arrival  there,  when 
T  more  bad  died, .  and  there  were  then  35  sick,  ooffftned  in  a  small  room,  laying  on  the  floor,  without 
bed  or  covering  of  any  kind,  witii  their  heads  to  the  wall,  and  their  feel  towards  ike  centre,  leaving 
a  narrow  passage  between  the  rows.  A  young  BraziHaa,  calling  himself  a  Stfrgecm,  was  paymg  them 
bis  daily  visit  at  the  time  I  called.  This  young  man's  medical  education,  as  I  learned  from  himself, 
esnaisted  in  the  having  attended  the  Hospital  of  the  Misericordia,  for  a  few  months,  where  he  saw  the 
practice  of  the  Braailiaa  doctors*  I  off^d  my  advice  to  his  patieats,  but  lie  was  too  conceited  to 
accept  pf  any  assistance  firom  me.  Tlie  same  day  I  saw  abont  one  hundred  of  these  diildren  in  an 
apartment  on  the  groand  floor,  sitting  all  round  on  their  heels,  after  the  fashio»  of  the  country,  and 
looking  most  miserable.  I  was  glad  to  get  away  fipom  the  degrading  siglit,  whem  human  beings 
were  treated  much  worse  tlmn  dogs»  and  i^  this  under  the  doak  of  hsnmoi^r.  On  the  November 
ftVowing  I  again  visited  the  bouse  of  correction,  and  learned  that  out  of  the  288  sent  there  in  June 
107  had  died ;  and  a  great  many  more  were  skik.  The  BraiiUan  Government  at  this  time  advertised 
In  hire  ont  the  survivors  on  apprenticeships  for  fourteen  years.  Several  genUemen,  both  English  and 
French,  immediately  applied,  and  were  most  desirous  to  obtidn,  some  one,  and  otltoers  two  or  more  c^ 
these  apprentices.  Aldiough  numerous  applications  were  made  on  the  very  day  the  advertisement 
appeared  in  the  Dtarhf  not  one  was  served  bat  the  parties  themselves  who  had  the  hiring  of  them, 
and  their  immolate  fHends.  The  only  Englishmen  who  obtained  any  were  those  belonging  to  the 
Mixed  Commission.    All  the.  others  were  given  to  BraoiUan  and  Portuguese. 

A  short  time  before  this  last  seizure,  there  was  a  vessel  C*  Dona  Maria  da  Gloria '')  brought  into 
the  Port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  a  Britiek  cruiaer,  hanng  onboard  abool  400  Afiicans.  The  Mixed  Com- 
miieion  declared  them  free.  This  Ci^tain  was  despatched  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  January,  1884,  for 
Ae  Coast  of  Ainca.  However,  the  Mned  Comraisrion  Co«rt  at  Sierra  Leone  nrasised  the  decision 
of  tbe  Cammissioners  at  Bio  de  Janein>;  the  negroes  were  declared  slaves,  and  the  vessel  was  ordered 
to  mioni.  Souse  months  after  this  they  were  onet  by  a  Brazilian  ship-of-war  near  Babia  in  distress^ 
and  their  numbers  reduced  to  170«  As  nothing  more  was  beard  of  them»  ft  was  believed  that  they 
bad  been  landed  at  some  place  ,on  the  CoanI  of  Brazfl,  eonvenient  Ibr  smuggling  Aem  into  the 
interior* 

About  the  months  of  October  or  November,  1834,  a  British  ship-of  war  brought  into  the  t\)ri  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro  a  slaver,  with  about  400  Africans,  who  were  landed  by  order  of  the  Mixed  Commis- 
sion, and  a  guard,  judged  to  be  suflScient,  placed  over  them.  A  few  nights  after  they  were  put  on 
sihmre,  the  guard  was  surprised  in  the  middle  of  the  night  by  a  band  of  fellows,  pretending  to  hb 
justices  of  the  peace,  rigged  out  with  ribbons,  cocked^hats,  &c,  who  carried  off  200  of  Africans,  and 
next  day  no  traces  of  them  could  be  found.  Those  that  remained  were  taken  to  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection, and  disposed  of  in  the  Brazilian  fashion. 

I  remember  an  occurrence,  and  although  I  have  no  note  of  the  date  of  it  here,  yet  it  is,  perhaps, 
worth  mentioning.    There  were  80  negroes,  more  or  less,  conducted  by  a  white  man  for  the  Praga 
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Ibamingo,  a  short  way  from  the  city,  where  they  had  heen  landed  in  the  dusk  of  the  eveiwig,  who 
were  apprehended  hy  some  tide-waiters,  they  considering  them  to  be  new  blacks,  which  upon  examin- 
ation they  actually  found  them  to  be.  They  likewise  discovered  them  to  bear  the  mark  oC  his  £i- 
cellency  Senhor  Lima  the  Regent,  on  their  backs.  Ader  giving  information  of  the  seizure  to  the  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  the  district  where  they  were  seized,  the  negroes,  as  well  as  the  white  nsen,  were 
ordered  by  him  to  be  put  into  a  hoase  of  deposit,  and  the  keys  thereof  to  be  lodged  with  himself,  the 
said  Justice  of  the  Peace,  till  the  following  morning,  when  an  examination  should  take  place.  All 
this  was  performed  according  to  orders,  and  the  Chief  of  Police  acquainted  therewith  that  same 
evening.  Next  day  the  competent  Judges  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  cs^red; 
directions  were  given  to  call  them  in  before  the  Tribunal,  but  behold !  where  were  they  ?  Hie 
Biessenger  arrives  and  exclaims,  *'  Senhores,  Senhores,  a  caya  de  deposito  esta  vayia  e  aa  portas  achei 
mesma  iechadas  a  chava."  (The  place  of  deposit  is  empty,  and  the  doors  locked.)  The  white  pri- 
soner and  captured  Africans  had  been  let  out  by  order  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  because  the  Africans 
belonged  to  the  Regent.     Nothing  more  was  heard  of  them* 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases,  the  Brazilian  cruizers  have  frequently  fallen  in  with  slaves  off  the 
coast;  but,  as  the  mariners  of  Brazil  are  more  polite  and  accessible  to  bribery  than  British  sailors, 
they  always  allow  them  to  escape.  It  is  amazing  to  hear  the  result  of  trials  of  Court  Martials  of  Bra- 
zilian Officers,  accused  of  favouring  this  contraband  trafRc.  If  one  of  those  gentlemen  is  accused  of 
any  crime,  he  is  tried  by  a  Court  composed  of  Officers  of  the  same  rank  with  himself:  thus,  a  Cap- 
tain is  tried  by  a  number  of  his  brother  Captains  ;  a  Lieutenant  by  Lieutenants,  &c.  I  remember  a 
conversation  I  had  with  a  Lieutenant  who  had  just  lefl  a  Court  Martial,  where  a  brother  Officer  of 
his  had  been  tried,  for  allowing  a  cargo  of  Africans  to  be  landed  within  view,  and  almost  witiiin  hail 
of  his  own  ship.  He  had  been  lying  very  near  the  slaver,  and  his  defence  was,  that  the  slaver  had 
landed  the  negroes  from  Uie  off-side  of  their  ship,  and  therefore  he  could  not  perceive  what  they  were 
taking  on  shore»  On  questioning  this  Member  of  the  Court  whether,  from  the  position  of  the  two 
ships,  he  believed  the  party  accused  could  see  what  was  landed,  his  reply  was  *^  no  ;*'  but,  in  a 
parenthesis  and  aside,  he  added,  **if  he  was  not  looking."  The  accused  party  was  honourably  ac- 
quitted. In  fact,  the  Braziliau  Government  do  not  wish  to  suppress  the  introduction  of  slaves,  pro- 
vided they  can  be  smuggled  into  the  country  so  as  to  deceive  otiier  nations,  more  especially  if  they 
themselves  are  the  gainers  by  the  illegal  traffic 

From  the  slow  and  imperfect  consideration  of  the  Mixed  Commission  Court,  reflections  were 
thrown  out  against  the  late  Sir  Michael  Seymour,  about  the  capture  of  slavers  and  the  expenses  con- 
nected therewith  if  not  considered  a  good  prize,  so  that  when  Admiral  Hammond  came  out  he 
adopted  a  wiser  plan  to  keep  himself  clear  of  difficulties.  His  plan  was  to  give  no  determined  in- 
structions to  the  Comnuinders  of  vessels-of-war,  looking  for  slavers  along  the  coast,  further  Uian  that 
they  were  not  to  take  them,  unless  they  were  sure  they  had  contraband  slaves  on  board.  Very  few 
have  been  taken  since. 

Added  to  the  above  details,  there  are  numerous  instances  of  negroes  belonging  to  private  indi« 
viduals  in  the  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  being  seized,  on  suspicion  of  having  been  imported,  subsequent 
to  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  if  the  Owners  are  poor,  or  are  foreigners,  particularly  Bri- 
tish, or  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  they  have  no  chance  whatever  of  obtaining  redress, 
even  although  their  slaves  have  been  taken  without  any  grounds  for  believing  that  they  were  newly 
imported.  I  could  mention  instances  of  persecution,  exercised  upon  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, that  would  scarcely  be  credited. 

From  the  facts  which  I  have  stated,  your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  plan  at  present  pursm^d 
for  carrying  into  efiect  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  on  the  Coast  of  Brazil  is  of  no  use»  I  will 
not  presume  to  say  what  ought  to  be  done  to  remedy  the  evils  of  the  present  system  ;  but  this  much  I 
cannot  but  observe,  that  a  faithless  Government,  like  that  of  Brazil,  in  my  opinion,  should  not  be 
treated  with  any  ceremony.  I  should  likewise  suppose  the  Government  of  Portugal  to  be  as  little 
deserving  of  respect. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  remark,  with  due  deference  to  your  Lordship's  opinion,  Uiat  it  might  be 
a  wise  maxim  in  the  negociations  of  the  different  Governments  on  this  subject,  that  all  slaves  seized 
as  contraband  shall  be  carried  out  of  the  country  where  slavery  is  permitted,  whether  they  may  have 
been  taken  by  the  ships  of  those  countries  or  not  If  they  are  taken  to  countries  where  slavery  does 
not  exist,  they  cannot  be  brought  to  that  debasing  condition ;  but  there  is  no  check  that  can  be  de- 
vised, which  will  prevent  them  from  being  reduced  to  the  state  of  servitude  in  slave  countries. 

If  it  is  in  my  power  to  give  your  Lordship  any  further  information  in  this  matter,  it  will  aflbrd  me 
much  pleasure  to  do  so ;  and  if  I  thought  the  views  that  I  have  for  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade  for  ever, 
and  thereby  increasing  the  happiness  of  the  African  people,  would  be  listened  to  by  your  Lordship, 
my  humble  opinion  will  be  given  with  delight. 

I  have,  &c. 

LordGlenelg^  (Signed)  WILLIAM  CULLEN,  M.D. 

Sfc.        Sfc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No,  66. 

Extract  from  Despatch  from  Mr.  M'Leay  to  the  Earl  ofAberdeen^  dated  Havana^  April  26,  1829, 

**  I  FEEL  myself  again  called  upon  to  expfess  to  your  Lordship  my  sentiments  on  the  conduct 
of  my  Spanish  colleagues  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  and  on  the  anxiety  they  always  show 
to  obviate  difficulties  and  expedite  the  public  business.  Although,  according  to  the  customs  of  this 
country,  all  official  business  is  at  a  stop  during  Holy  Week,  this  did  not  prevent  them,  after  a  promr 
denciaio  the  proper  effect  giving  the  acts  of  the  Court  validity,  from  examining  witnesses  and  issuing 
the  sentence." 
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No.  67. 

Viscount  Pdbnerston  to  Her  Majesty  a  Commissioner  a. 

Gentlembn,  Foreign  Office,  ZQtlh  April,  1838. 

I  HAVE  had  under  my  conBideration  Communications,  which  I  have  recently 
received  from  various  quarters,  showing  that  the  Slave  Trade  is  carried  on  in 
Brazil  to  a  great  extent  under  the  Portuguese  Flag,  hy  vessels  which  are  not 
Portuguese  built;  that  many  of  these  vessels  have  previously  been  navigated  under 
the  Brazitian  Flag,  and  that  most  of  them  are  owned  by  Brazilian  subjects,  or  by 
Portuguese  subjects  resident  in,  Brazil. 

I  observe,  by  the  Portuguese  Decree  of  the  16th  of  January,  1837,  that  the 
only  vessels  which  are  to  be  ccmsidered  Portuguese  are  those  which  had  been 
navigated  imder  the  Portuguese  Flag  before  the  date  of  that  Decree ;  those  which 
sbotud  therei^fter  be  built  m  ports  belonging  to  the  Dominions  of  Portugal ;  and 
steam-boats  purchased  within  3  years  from  the  date  of  the  Decree,  belonging  to 
Portuguese  subjects,  and'  navigated  according  to  Portuguese  Law. 

I  observe,  farther,  by  a  Despatch  of  the  2nd  of  March,  1838,  from  the  Portu- 
guese Secretary  of  State  to  the  Portuguese  Minister  of  Marine,  enclosing  a  Circular 
to  the  several  Portuguese  Consuls,  that  the  Portuguese  Government  expressly 
declared,  for  the  special  purpose  of  preventing  the  Slave  Trade,  and  with  special 
reference  to  the  Decree  issued  for  that  purpose  on  the  10th  of  December,  1836, 
that  no  vessels  but  those  which  are  described  as  such  in  the  Decree  of  the  16th  of 
January,  1837,  are  to  be  considered  as  Portuguese  vessels. 

Having  referred  the  several  Papers  here  quoted  to  Her  Majesty*s  Law  Adviser, 
for  his  opinion  as  to  the  Instructions  which  it  would  be  proper  to  give  to  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners,  and  to  the  Commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  Cruisers,  upon 
this  subject ;  I  have  now  to  instruct  you,  that  vessels  owned  by  Brazilian  subjects, 
or  by  Portuguese  subjects  resident  in  Brazil,  and  which  shall  be  found  carrying 
Slaves  for  Sale  from  Africa  to  Brazil,  may,  notwithstanding  that  they  are  sailing 
under  the  Portuguese  Flag,  be  properly  brought  before. the  Court  of  which' you  are 
Members,  and  may  be  condemned  by  that  Court  under  the  Treaty  of  the  23rd  of 
November,  1826,  between  Great  Britain  and  Brazil,  for  the  Suppression  of  the 
Slave  Trade ;.  unless  siich  vessels  shall  have  been  built  in  a  port  belonging  to  the 
Dominions  <^  Portugal,  or  shall  have  borne  the  Flag  of  Portugal,  and  no  other, 
before  the  issue  of  the  Decree  of  the  16th  of  January,  1837 ;  or  unless  they  shall 
be  steam-boats  purchased  within  3  years  from  the  date  of  the  Decree,  and  belong- 
ing to  Portuguese  subjects,  and  navigated  according  to  the  Laws  of  Portugal. 

You  will  take  care  to  abide  by  this  rnstruction^.  in  the  cases  of  vessels  which 
may  be  brought  befpre  you  for  adjudication. 

I  add,  for  your  information,  the  Copy  of  a  Despatch,  and  of  the  Enclosure  re- 
ferred to  therein^  from  Her  Majesty's  (Jonsid  at  Lisbon. 

I  am,  &c. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON* 

Sfc.        8fc.        8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  67. 
Mr.  ConsiU  Smitk  to  Viscount  Palmerston, 

Lisbon,  18th  March,  1838. 
(See  Class  B.  of  this  Series,  No.  45.) 
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SURINAM. 


No-  68. 
Her  Mugetttfs  Cammissiamrt  to  FtmuMt  Pahierslon.^^JRee.  Fe^  30, 1938^) 

Mt  Lord,  &m»4m,  lit  Deember,  1897- 

We  are  hmoured  widi  your  Lordship's  JieBfatch,  dated  Juljr  15th,  1837, 
ti^ether  wkh  five  Copies  ef  Papers  rehi&ng  to  tiie  SlaTe  Trade,  if  hkh  hftd  bean 
pre6eiri;ed  bj  Her  Bfajesty'a  command  to  boui  Homes  of  Parliament. 

We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  SAMO. 

CAMPBELL  J.  DALRYMPLE. 
Tie  Right  Hon.  VUcount  PalmersUm,  G.CJB. 

Sfc.  Sfc  Sf'e. 


No.  69. 

Fhcimnt  Palmereton  to  Her  Majestjfe  Commissioners. 
ChBNTLEMBK,  Foreign  Office,  I9th  March,  183a 

I  BATE  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Lords  Connnissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
have  issued  a  Circular  to  the  Commanders  in  Chief  of  Foreign  Stations,  direetinc 
them  to  instruct  the  Captains  and  Commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  Ships  and  Vessm 
under  their  order,  to  discontinue  the  practice,  which  it  appears  that  ttey  clahn  as  a 
lights  uBder  section  8  of  the  Articles  of  War,  of  taking  from  vessek  detained  by 
them  under  Treaties  wiA  Foreign  Powers  for  the  suppression  of  tile  ^ave  Trade, 
articles  relating  to  navigation,  wmch  ma^  he  required  tor  the  use  of  the  capturing 
vessel  under.their  conmiand. 

I  am,  &e. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Her  Majesty's  Comnnssioners, 
Sfc.        8fc.        8fc. 


Ko.  70. 
Viscount  Pdfmrelnxk  to^  H^  Maje^s  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen^  Foreign  Office,  April  9<ft,  1838. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  12  Copies 
of  an  Additional  Article  to  the  Treaty  concluded  at  the  Hague,  on  &e  4th  May, 
1818,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Netherlands,  for  the  Prevention  of  the 
Traffic  in  Slaves.  The  Ratifications  of  this  Article  were  exchanged  at  the  Hague 
on  the  27th  February,  1837. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Her  Mqjesty^s  Commissioners, 
8fc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 
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No.  71. 
discount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  9ih  April,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information^  2  Printed  Copies  of  a 
Treaty,  by  which  the  Hanse  Towns  have  acceded  to  the  Conventions  between  His 
late  Majesty  and  the  King  of  the  French,  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the 
Slave  Trade.  The  Ratifications  of  this  Treaty  were  exchanged  at  Hamburgh,  on 
the  12th  of  September,  1837. 

I  likewise  transmit  to  you  2  Printed  Copies  of  a  Treaty,  by  which  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Tuscany  has  acceded  to  the  above-mentioned  Conventions.  The  Ratifica- 
tions of  this  Treaty  were  exchanged  at  Florence  on  the  2nd  day  of  March,  1838."^ 

I  am^  &c. 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.        Sfc.        8fc. 


London :  Printod  by  W.  Clowbs  and  Soics,  Stamford-itreet, 
For  Her  Majesty's  Stationery  Office. 
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Note.— A  further  Return,  containing  the  Gonespondence  from  the  1st  of  Jairuarf  1838  to  the24thof 
Apriri888,  and  including  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Commissioners  forl837y  is  in  preparation.  All 
the  Reports  have  not  yet  been  received,  but  those  still  wanting  maybe  expected  shortly,  and  the  farther 
Return  will  probably  be  presented  to  the  House  soon  after  the  Easter  Recess. 
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SPAIN. 

No.  Date  and  Receipt, 

I.  Mr.  Villierf  to  Viseoant  Palmertton  -       -       -  D.  March  25, 1837. 

One  Enclosure  R.  April      S,    — 

9.  Mr.  Tilliers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       -  D.  April      8,    — 

One  Enclosure  R.  April    18»    — 

3.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  •       -       -  D.April    22,    — 

One  Enclosure  R.  April    30,    — 

4.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Villiers  -       -       -  D.  Maj     10,    — 

One  Enclosure 

5.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       •  D.  May       ^»    — 

One  Enclosure  R.  May     14,    — 


6.  Viscount  PtJmeraton  to  M.  d'Aguilar 


-    D.May      15,    — 


7.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       -  D.June       3,  — 

One  Enclosure  R.  June     11,  — 

8.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Villiers  -       -       -  D.  June     15,  — 

9.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       -  D.  June     18,  — 

One  Enclosure  R.  June     26,  — 

10.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       -  D.  June     18,  — 

One  Enclosure  R.  June     26,  — - 

11.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Villiers  -       -       -  D.June     27,  — 

12.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       -  D.July      15,  — 

One  Enclosure  R.  July      26,  — 

13.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       -  D.  July     22,  — 

Two  Enclosures  R.  July      31,  — 

14.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Villiers  -       -       -  D.  August  8,  — 

One  Enclosure 

15.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Villiers  -       -       -  D.  August  9,  — 

One  Enclosure 

16.  \iscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Villiers  -       -       -  D.August  10,  — 


17.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       - 

Five  Enclosures 

18.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       - 

Two  Enclosures 

19.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Villiers  -       -       - 

One  Enclosure 

20.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       . 

One  Enclosure 

21.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

One  Enclosure 

22.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       - 

Three  Enclosures 

23.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       - 

One  Enclosure 

24.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       - 

Two  Enclosures 
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R.  August  19, 
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D.  August  26, 
R.  Sept.       3, 
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R.  Sept.     17, 

D.  Sept.       9, 
R.Sept.     17, 

D.  Sept.     16, 
R.  Sept.     27, 
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and  lazaret     -       -       -      1 

Protection  of  the  Slave 
Trade  by  the  Authorities 
of  Cuba        -       -       -      2 

Form  of  Bond  and  Certifi- 
cates    -       -       -       *      2 

Slave  Trade  under  the  Spa- 
nish flag  near  Sierra 
Leone    .       -       -       -      3 

Distribution  of  emancipated 
negroes  under  the  Treaty 
of  1817-       •        -        -      3 

"  Dr.Madden :"  Slave  Trade 
at  Cuba         ...      4 

Slave  Trade  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Sierra  Leone      5 

Papers  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment    -        -       -        -      6 

Enactment  of  a  law  in  con- 
formity with  the  2d  Art. 
of  Treaty  of  1835    -        -      6 

Bond  and  Certificate  under 
10th  Art.  of  Treaty-        -      7 

Romney  hulk    -       -       -      7 

Romney  hulk:  departure 
for  Havana   - 

*'  Eliza :"  permission  to  em- 
bark leg-irons 

Negroes  emancipated  under 
the  Treaty  of  1817- 

British  negroes  detained  as 
slaves  at  Porto  Rico 

To  press  the  passing  of  the 
penal  law  against  slave- 
traders  - 

Form  of  Bond  and  Certifi 
cate 

Form  of  Bond  and  [Certifi- 
cate 

"Matilde"  captured:  com- 
plaint against  Lieutenant 
Cruz,  ofthe^Teresita'^- 
Treatment  of  emancipated 
negroes  in  Cuba     - 

Law  against  slave-traders  - 


-      7 


-  9 
10 

-  16 

-  16 

-  18 

18 

18 

19 


Detention  of  British  negroes 
at  Porto  Rico 

«'  MatUde  :"  complaint 
against  Lieutenant  Cruz, 
of  the  ••  Teresita"  - 

"  Matilde :"  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  conduct  of 
lieutenant  Cruz     - 


20 


21 
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85.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  ViUien  .       -       - 

One  Enclosure 

[  26.  Mr.  ViUiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  .       -       - 

Two  Enclosures 

57.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Villiers  .       -       • 

One  Enclosure 

58.  Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -        - 

One  Enclosure 


Date  and  Receipt 
D.  Oct.        6,  1837. 


D.  Sept.     30, 
R.  Oct.        9, 

D.Oct 


11,    — 


D.  Oct      28, 
R.  Nov.       6, 


S9.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  G.  Vffliers      ^ 

One  Enclosure 


ao«  Sir  G»  Villiers  to  Viapount  Palmeratoa 

One  Enclosure 

31.  Sir  G.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palm/erston 

One  Enclosure 

32.  Sir  G.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

33.  Sir  G.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

Two  Enclosures 

34  Sir  G.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

Three  Endoeures 

35.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  G.  ViUien 

One  Enclosure 


-    D.Nov.     14,    — 


D.  Nwr.  4, 

R.  Nov.  14, 

D.  Dec.  % 

R.Dec.  12, 


D.Dec 
R.  Deo. 

D.Dec. 
RDec. 

D.Dec. 
R.Dec. 


3* 
12. 

10, 
19, 

17, 
26, 

27, 


SUBJECT,  Pag» 

Delivery  of  emancipated  ne* 
groes  to  the  Britiili 
Superintendent      -       -    22^ 

Romney  hulk:  orders  for 
her  reception  at  Havana     2S 

Sale  of  bozal  nej^roes  at  the 
Havana-       -       -       -    23* 

Delivery  of  emancipated  ne- 
groes to  the  British 
Superintendent      -       -    24 

Romney  hulk:  landing  of 
free  negroes  employed  on 
board    -       -       -       - 


Sale  of  boial  negroes  at 
Havana .       -       -       - 

Romney  hulk :  free  negroes 
appomted  to  do  duty  on 
board    -       -       -        - 

Lay  againal  sUwe  twwlara  « 


24 
25 

26 


Romney  hulk :  free  negroes 
employed  on  board         -    27 

Sale  of  bozal  negroes  at 
Havana        -       -       «•  ^7 

**  Vcneedora:"  negroes  con- 
cealed on  board  while  at 
Cadix     -       -       -       -  .28 


SPAIN.     (Consular.) 


36.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Brackenbury  -       -    D.  ^arcb  30,  1837. 

One  Enclosure 


37.  V^.  Uuiy  to  Viscount  Palmerston    - 

38.  Mr.  Brackenbury  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

39.  Mr.  Brackenbury  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


-  D.Peb. 
R.  April 

-  D.  April 
K  April 

-  D.  April 
K  April 


18,  — 

19,  — 

13,  — 
25,  -r 

14,  — 
25,  — 


**E8peran9a"  and  "Vig^- 
lante,"  purchased  at 
Sierra  Leone  for  Pedro 
Blanco  -       -       -       -    29 

400  negroes  landed  from 
the  Portuguese  vessel 
"BocaNegra"      -       -    29 

"£speran9a,"  slave-vessel, 
purehased  at  Sierra  Leone    29 

"Cavallo  Marino"  sailed 
for  Manilla    -       -       -   ^ 


PORTUGAL. 

40.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.  Jbxl      14, 1837. 

R.Jan.       23,   -^ 

41.  ViattMmt  Palmerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden    D.  Feb.      28,  — 

42.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.  March 

R.  March 

43.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.  March 

R.  March 

44.  Lord  Howardde  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.  April 

R.  April 

4ft.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.  April 

R.  April 

40.  Lord  Howard  deWalden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.  April 

One  Enclosuie    R.  May 

4jr.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.  April 


Seven  Enoloeuree    R. 


April 
May 


48.  Viscount  Paknercton  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden    D.  May 

One  Enclosure 

49.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Paln^rston    D.  April 

R.May 

50.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmeisten    D.  May 

R.May 
61 .  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Ix>rd  Howard  de  Walden    D.  May 

Two  Enclosures 
42.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.  May 

53.  Lord  Howard  de  WaUen  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.  May 

R.May 


12. 
27, 

18, 

1. 
19, 

8, 
25, 

22, 
2, 

26. 
4, 

8, 


30, 
7. 

1. 
7. 

10, 

5. 
14, 


Decree  of  lOth  Decemher 
1836:  No  progress  in 
Negotiations  of  Treaty  -    31 

Treaty :  To  report  the  actual 
state  of  Negotiations      -    ai 

Treaty :  No  prospect  of  pro- 
gress until  after  the  pror 
rogation  of  Cortes  -        -    33 

Treaty:  Has  pressed  for  its 
conclusion     -        -        -    32 

Treaty :  V.  Sa  da  Bandeisa 
is  preparing  a  Project     - 

Treaty:  Alleged  employ- 
ment of  British  vesseb  m 
the  Slave  Trade      - 

'*Latona"  fitted  for  the 
Slave  Trade  ... 

**Utona*'         -       -    .  - 

Fernandez,  a  slave  trader, 
as  Portuguese  Consul  at 
Havana         ... 

''Latona:"  The  American 
Consul  has  withdrawn  his 
protection      -       -       - 

"Latona^*         ... 


Portngnese    Slave    Trade 

at  Porto  Prayo 
"Latona"         ... 

Treaty:  Portuguese  counter- 
project  -       -       -       -    41 


32 

33 

33 
35 


38 

39 
39 

40 
40 
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Koii  Date  and  Reeapt.  SUBJECT.  Paf» 

ii.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Visoount  Palmerston    D.  May      1 3, 1 837.  Treaty :  Portuguese  counter- 
One  Enclosure    R.  May      37,   —         project  -       -       -        -    41 

i5.  Viscount  Palmertton  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden    D.June        9,   — -      Portuguese   Slave   Trade: 

One  Enclosure  Havana  -       -       -       -    41 

^.  ViMOttiitPalmeratoa  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden    D.  Oet.        7,  —      Slave  Trade  of  Portugal: 

Two  Enclosures  "  Flor  de  Tajo"  and  "  Pro- 

videncia"       -       -       -    42 

^7.  Vlsooant  Paknerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden    D.Oct      l^   —     Porfueuese   Slave   Trade: 

Brazils  -        -        -        -    42 

58.  TiscocmtPalmerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden    D.Oct.      27,   —     To  press  Treaty  originally 

proposed        -       -       -    4S 

59.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.  Nov.      14,   —     Treaty :  M.  Sa  da  Bandeira 

R.  Nov.     26,   —         will  renew  Negotiations  -    4S 

€0.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.Nov.     21,   —      "Eugenia"  captured  by  a 

R.  Nov.      29,    —         Brazilian  cruizer    -        -    43 

61.  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.Nov.     21,   —     Treaty:  Has  urged  Porta- 

R.  Nov.     29,    —         ^ese  Minister  to  resume 

Negotiations-       -       -    43 

«8.  Vlseonnt  Palmerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden    D.Dee.        4,   —      Slave  Trade  under  Portn- 

One  Enclosure  guese  flag :  Brazils        -    44 

S3s  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston    D.  Dec.      11,*—     *'  Flor  de  Tajo"  and  "  Provi- 

One  Enclosure    R.  Dec.      18,   —         dencia'*  -       -       -       -    44 


PORTUGAL.     (Consular.) 

44,  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Egan-       •       -       D.May      10,1837.    Instructions  to  watch  the 

Slave  Trade  -       -  *     -    43 

65.  Mr.EgantoMr.Bidwell       .       .       «       •       D.Nov.     17,    —      Capture    of    the    "Traga 

R.Dec      18,    —         Millas".       -       -       -    43 


NETHERLANDS. 

66.  l^scount  Palmerston  to  Sir  S.  C.  Dishrowe       •    D.  June  30, 1837.  Arrival  of  General  Verveer's 

One  Endosure  Mission  at  Coomassie    -    48 

67.  Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe  to  Vistoont  Palmerston       -    D.  July  7,  ^  General  Verveer's  Mission    43 

One  Enclosure    R.  July  13,  — 

68.  Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe  to  Visoount  Palmerston       -    D.  July  1 7,  —  General  Verveer  has  brought 

R.  July  20,  — -  two  Ashantee  princes     -    49 

69.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe       -    D.  Aug.  11,  —  Probable  bad  effects  of  Qe- 

One  Enclosure  neral  Verveer's  Ikf  ission  -    49 

70.  Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe  to  Visoount  Palmerston       -    D.  Aug.  21,  —  General  Verveer's  Mission : 

One  Enclosure    R.  Aug.  24,  —  Note  to  Baron  Verstolk  -    51 

71.  Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe  to  Visoount  Palmerston        -    D.  Oct.  3,  —  General  Verveer's  Mission : 

One  Enclosure    R.  Oct.  5,  —  Answer  Arom  Baron  Ver- 
stolk     -       -       -       -    51 


BRAZIL. 

72.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston       -       -    D.Feb.      27,1837.    «  Mindello :"  Further  Cor- 

Three  Enclosures    R.  May       4,    —         respondence  with  the  Bra- 

silian  Government  -       -    56 

73.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  l^scount  Palmerston       -       .    D.March  22,    —      Reply  made  by  Brazilian 

Three  Enclosures    R.  May      13,    —         Minister        ...    59 

74.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston        -       -    D.April     18,    —      Delays     in     adjudication: 

Two  Enclosures    R.  June     18,    —         Hulk  for  the  reception  of 

negroes  -       -       -       -    61 

75.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston       -       -    D.April     18^   —      Slave- vessel  "  Vinto  Douos 

Two  Enclosures    R.June     18,    —         deSetembre"        -        -    63 

76.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston       -       -    D.  May      24,    —      Slave    Trade    Report    for 

Three  Enclosures    R.  July      26,    —    .      March   -       -       -       -63 

77.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston       -       -    D.  June     24,    —      Has  urped  ratification  of 

One  Enclosure    RAug.     22,    —         the  Additional  Article    -    65 

78.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston       -       -    D.  June     26,    —      Ordinance  for  visiting  ves- 

One  Enclosure    R.  Aug.     23,    —         sels  arriving  fVom  Coast 

of  Africa        -       -       ,    67 
7]J.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston       -       -    D.July       3,    —      Marquis    of    Barbacena's 

One  Enclosure    R.  Aug.     22,    —         project  of  Law  on  Slave 

Trade     -       -       *       •    67 

80.  Mr.  HamUton  to  Viscount  Pahnerston       -       •    D.July       3,    —      Slave  Trade  Report  for  May 

Two  Enclosures    R.  Aug.     22,    —         and  June       -       •       -    70 

81.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hamilton      •       -    D.  Sept.      6,    —     To  press  for  the  ratification 

orAdditionid  Article^  ^i 

82.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston      -       .   ©.Aug.     15,    -.     Non-ratification     ^    /^^' 

OneEnclosuw   ILOct,.     6.   ^        tionai  ^^^J^f^^ 

9^    j^aw   by  Marquis  of 
Barbacena     -       -       «    72 


6,    — 

9^  laW" 
Barbaceni 
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Ko.  Date  and  Receipt 

83.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston       -       -  D.  Au^.     15, 1837. 

Two  Enclosures  R.Oct.        6,    — 

84.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston       -       -  D.  Auc^.     15,    — 

ilvc  Enclosures  R.  Oct.       6,    — 


85.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hamilton 


-    D.Oct.      16,    — 


86.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmersfon      -       -    D.  Sept.     14, 

Two  Enclosures    R.  Nov.     16, 


87.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston      -       -    D.  Oct.  14, 

R.  Nor.  28, 

88.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston      -       -    D.  Oct.  14, 

One  Enclosure    R.  Noy.  28, 

89.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hamilton       -       -    D.  Nov.  30, 


90.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hamilton 


D.Dec.       4,    — 


BRAZIL.     (Consular.) 

91.  Mr.  Robilliard  to  Viscount  Palmerston       -       -    D.  Jan.        1, 1 837. 

Two  Enclosures    R.  Mayi      1,    — 


92.  Mr.  Robilliard  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

93.  Mr.  Watts  to  Viscount  PaUnerston    - 

94.  Mr.  Consul  Moon  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

95.  Mr.  Hesketh  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

96.  Mr.  Hesketh  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

97.  Mr.  Hesketh  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

98.  Mr.  Hesketh  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

99.  Mr.  Hesketh  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

1 00.  Mr.  Watts  to  Viscount  Palmerston    - 

101.  Mr.  Hesketh  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


-  D.April  26,  — 
R.  June  22,  — 

-  D.May  5,  — 
R.  June  20,  — 

-  D.May  27,  — 
R.July  24,  — 

-  D.May  24,  — 
R.July  31,  — 

-  D.Aug.  4,  — 
R.  Oct.  7,  — 


D.  Aug.     14, 
R.  Oct.        7, 


D.  Aug.     28, 
R.  Nov.     22, 


D.  Sept.     14, 
R.  Nov.     16, 


D.  Sept.  23, 

R.  Nov.  15, 

D.Oct.  11, 

R.  Nov.  28, 


SUBJECT.  F^ 

Additional  duty  on  goods  in 
transitu  for  the  African 
market  -       -       .      .   73 

Reports  on  Slave  Trade  from 
Maranham  and  Pemam- 
buco  :  Arrivals  and  de- 
partures, Rio,  July  -       -   74 

To  protest  against  addi- 
tional  duty  on  goods  in 
transitu :  To  press  for  ra- 

,  tification  of  Additional 
Articles         -       -       .   77 

Non-ratification  of  Addi- 
tional Article:  Report  of 
Committee  of  Diplomacy 
thereupon      -       -       .   73 

Proceedings  on  M.  Barba- 
cena*8  project  of  law      •   80 

Slave  Trade  report  for 
August  -       .       -       -   80 

To  press  ratification  of  Ad- 
ditional Article      -       -   80 

Approval  of  intention  to 
protest  against  the  Mar- 
quis of  Barbacena't  pro- 
ject of  law      -       -       -  81 


(Bahia):  Half-yearly  re- 
turn of  vessels  arrived  and 
sailed  for  Africa     -       -82 

Receipt  of  Circular  with 
Portuguese  Decree         -   84 

Difficult}[  of  obtaining  in- 
formation respecting  the 
Slave  Trade   -       -       •   84 

No  Slave  Trade  at  present 
carried  on  at  Maranham     84 

Receipt  of  Circular  with  the 
Portuguese  Decree         -   85 

"Especulador:"  Duty  of 
16^  per  cent,  on  goods  in 
transitu  for  the  African 
market  -       -        -       .   85 

"Especulador :"  Duty  of 
16^  iper  cent,  on  goods  in 
transitu  for  the  African 
market  -       -        -       -    86 

"Especulador:"  Duty  of 
16^  ]>er  cent,  on  goods  in 
transitu  for  the  African 
market  .       -        .       .    86 

"  Especulador  :'*  Duty  of 
16i  i>er  cent,  on  goods  in 
transitu  for  the  African 
market  -       -        -       -    86 

Receipt  of  Circular  with 
Parliamentary  Papers    •    87 

Receipt  of  Circular  with 
Parliamentary  Papers     -    87 


FRANCE. 

102.  Earl  Granville  to  Viscount  Palmerston      -       -    D^Jan.  16,1837. 

One  Enclosure    R.Jan.  19,    — 

103.  Earl  Granville  to  Viscount  Palmerston     -       -    D.  June  9,    — 

One  Enclosure    R.  June  11,    — 


Proposed  Treaty  between 
tne  Five  European  Powers 

Debate  in  the  French  Cham- 
bers on  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery-       .       .       - 


88 


88 


DENMARK. 

1 04.  SjrW.  Wynne  to  Viscount  Palmerston      -       -   D.May 

Four  Enclosures    R.May 


21, 1837.    Sale  of  British  negroes  in 
26,    —         Danish      West      India 

Islttidf  .       .       .       -   9» 
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IX 


HANSE  TOWNS. 


Ko. 

105.  Mr.  Caoning  to  Yiseount  Palmerston 

106.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Canning 

107.  Mr.  Canning  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


Date  and  Receipt.  SUBJECT.  Page 

-  D.  June     13, 1837.    Treaty  of  Accession  to  the 
R.  June     17,    —         Convention  with  France 

concluded  and  signed     -    93 

-  D.Aug.       3,1837.    Treaty:  His  Majesty's  rati- 

fication -       -       -       -    93 

-  D.  Sept.     12,    —     Treaty:    Ratifications   ex- 

R.  Sept.     15,    —         changed        -       -       -    93 


PRUSSIA. 

108.  Lord  Wm.  Russell  to  Viscount  Pahnerston        -    D.  Feb.     11, 1837.    Portuguese  Decree  of  10th 

One  Enclosure    R.  Feb.     21,    —         December  published  in 

the  State  Gazette  -       -*    95 


RUSSIA. 


109.  Earl  Durham  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


D.  March    1, 1837.    Receipt  of  Portuguese  De- 
R.  March  14,    —       ^  cree  of  10th  December  2     96 


SARDINIA. 

110.  Sir  A.  Forster  to  Viscount  Palmerston       -       -    D.Jan.      27,1837.    Report  of  a  slaver  fitting  out 

^Two  Enclosures    R.  Feb.       3,    —         at  Genoa       •       -       -    97' 


TWO  SICILIES. 

111.  Mr.  Temple  to  Viscount  Palmerston-       -       -    D.Feb,     fe,  1837. 

Two  Enclosures    R.  Feb.     22,    — 


112.  Viscount  Palxnerston  to  Mr.  Temple  • 


113.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Temple  -       -       • 

One  Enclosure 


-    D.  March  25,    — 
D.April    25,    — 


114.  Mr.  Temple  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

1 15.  Mr.  Temple  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

116.  Mr.  Temple  to  Viscount  Pahnerston  - 

117.  Mr.  Temple  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

118.  Mr.  Temple  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

119.  Mr.  Temple  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 


-  D.April  30,  — • 
R.May  18,  — 

-  D.May  18,  — 
R.  June  1,  — 

-  D.May  31,  — 
R.June  15,  — 

-  D.June  6,  — 
R.  June  19,  — 

-  D.  Sept.  16,  — 
R.  Oct.  2,  — 

-  D.  Sept.  17,  — 
R.Oct.  7,  — 


Treaty  "with  Naples:  Dif- 
ficiuties  -       -       -       -    90 

■  Treaty  with  Naples :   Dif- 
ficulties -       -       -       -MOl 

A  slave-yessel,  under  Sici- 
lian colours.nearSurinam  101 

The  King  of  Naples  con- 
sents that  the  negotia- 
tions shall  be  opened      -  102 

Slave-vessel,  under  Sicilian 
colours,  near  Surinam  : 
Not  a  Sicilian  vessel       -  102 

Treaty :  Progress  of  Nego- 
tiation   -       -       •       -  102 

Proposed  Treaty  submitted 
to  the  King  of  Naples  in 
Council         -        -       -  103 

The  proposed  Treaty  ap- 
proved of  by  the  King  of 
Naples  -       -       -       -  103 

The  Treaty  will  be  signed 
without  further  delay      -  103 


TUSCANY. 

120.  Mr.  Abercrombie  to  Tiscount  Pahnerston  -       -    D.  Feb.      1 1 , 1 83  7.     Proposal  to  Tuscany  to  ac 


R.Feb.      21,    ^ 


121.  Mr.  Abercrombie  to  Viscount  Palmerston  < 


cede  to  the  Conventions 
with  France   -       -       -  104 


D.  Feb.  "  18, '  —     Tuscany  will  accede  to  the 


One  Enclosure    R.Feb.     28,    —         Conventions  with  France  1 04 


122.  Mr.  Abercrcmibie  to  Viscount  Palmerston-       -    D.  Nov.     24,'—     Convention    of   Accession 


R.Dec. 


5,    — 


signed   - 


•  105 


BUENOS  AYRES 

123.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  ManderDle    - 


124.  Mr.  Handeville  to  Viscount  Pahnerston     -       -    D.Oct 

One  Enclosure   R.  Jan. 


D.June      9, 1836.    To  press  the  conclusion  of 

aTreaty        -       -       -  106 

5,    —     Treaty:    conference    with 
8,1837.       SenorArana  «       -107 
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125.  Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston   * 

One  Enclosure 

126.  Mr.  Mtpideville  to  Viscount  Palmerston    - 

127.  Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston    - 

Two  Enclosures 

1 28.  Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston     - 

1 29.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Mandeville     - 

One  Enclosure 

130.  Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston     - 

Six  Enclosures 

131.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Mandeville     - 

132.  Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston     - 


Date  and  Receipt, 

D.Nov. 
R.Jan. 

15, 1836. 
24,  1837. 

D.Dec      21,1836. 
R.  March  23, 1837. 

D.  Jan. 
R.May 

20, 
12. 

1837. 

D.  March 

1, 

— 

D.June* 

10, 

— 

D.May 
R.Aug. 

8, 
2«, 

Ttf. 

D.Oct 

24* 

— 

D.Aug. 

R.NOV. 

18, 
16, 

— 

SUBJECT.  Page 

Treaty :  has  pressed  for  its 

conclusion  -  -  •  108 
Treaty :  difficulties  in  the 

negotiation  -  -  -  108 
Treaty:    difficulties  in  the 

negotiation    -       *•       -  109 

"  Eloisa"  detained  for  being 
equipped  for  Slave  Trade  111 

Treatjr:    to    deliver    note 
urging  negotiation  «-       -  111 

"  Eloisa"  confiscated  -       -  1 12 

"  Eloisa:"  acknowledgment  120 

Treaty:  will  press  Buenos 
Ayres  to  negotiate  -       -  120 


133.  Mr.  Walpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

134.  Mr.  Walpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston - 


CHILI. 


D.April  20,1837.  Treaty:  commencement  of 

R.  Aug.  24,    —  the  negotiations     -       -  121 

D.June  11,    -«•  Receipt  of  the  Portuguese 

R.  Not.  2,   -«  Deem  of  lOth  Dec,  1896  Ml 


NEW  GRENADA. 


435.  Mr.  Turner  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


.    D.  May     26, 1837.    Receipt  of  the  Portuguese 
R.Sept      1,    ^       X>eorseoriMiDe^a34    122 


MEXICO. 

136.  Mr.  Pakenham  to  Viscount  Palmerston  *  ^       «    D.  MDarch  4,  1837. 

R.  April  29,  — 

137.  Mr.  Pakenham  to  Viscount  Palmerston    -       -    D.  April  25,  — 

R.  June  19,  — 

138.  Mr.  Ashbumham  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -    D.May  1,  — 

One  Enclosure    R.June  19,  -— 

139.  Mr.  Ashbumham  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -    D.  May  1,  — 

One  Enclosure    R.June  19,  — 

140.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Ashbumham  -       •    D.  Aug.  14,  — 

141.  Mr.  Ashbumham  to  Viieount  Palmerston  -       -    D.  Oct.  3,  — 

Two  Enclosures    R.Dec.  15,  — 


142.  Mr.  Ashbumham  to  Viscount  Palmerstga  - 


D.Nov.      7,    — 
R.  Dec.     31,    — 


American  schooner  taking 
slaves  firom  the  Havana 
to  Texas        -       *•       -  123 

Treaty  signed    -       -       -  183 

Slave  Trade  carried  on  fh>m 
the  Havana  in  American 
vessels  -        -       -       -  123 

Proclamation  of  the  Aboli- 
tion of  Slavery       -       -  124 

IVeaty :  to  press  for  the  rati- 
fication -       -       -       -  125 

Treaty:  unfavourable  Re- 
port of  Oommittee  of 
Chamber  of  Deputies     -  125 

Trea^:  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  ratification  -       -  128 


MEXICO.     (Consular.) 

143.  Mr.  Parkinson  to  Visowmt  Palmerston      -       -    D.  Sept    30,  1837,    Slave  Trade  between  Cuba 

R.  Dec     15,    —         and  Texas      -       -       -129 

144.  Mr.  Parkinson  to  Viscount  Pahnerston      -       -    D.  Oct.       3,    —     Slave  Trade  between  Cuba 

One  Enclosure    R.Dec      15,    —         and  Texas:   information 

fromTamjMCO        -       -  129 


MONTE  VIDEO. 


145.  Mr.  Hood  to  Viscount  Pahnenton    - 

146.  Mn  Giro  to  Viscount  Palmerston      - 

147.  Mr.  Hood  to  Viscount  Palmerston     - 

Que  Enclosure    R.  Oct. 

148.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Giro      -       -       -    D.Oct. 


149*  Mr.  Giro  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


-  D.  March  28,  1837,  Treaty:  conversation  wHh 
R.  June     19,    —  the  Minister  of  Finance  -  131 

•    D.  June       8»    —  Claim  for  compensation  for 

R.  June     21,    —  the  "  Rio  de  la  Plata"    -  131 

-  p.  June     20,    —  Lawon  importation  of  slaves 
7,    —  as  property     -       -       -  132 

19,    —      *'  Rio  de  la  Plata : ''  claim 

for  compensation  reAised  133 

-  D.Nov.     24,    —     "Riode  la  Plata  :*'acknow- 
k^Kwat      -      -      «IH 


a.  Dec     12,    — 
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160.  Mr.  Wilson  to  Tiacount  Palmenton 


Date  and  Receipt.  SUBJECT.  Page 

D.  July    [  18, 1837.    Receipt  of  Portuguese  De- 
R.  Dec.     26,    —         cree       -       -       -       -  135 


VENEZUELA. 

151.  Sir  R  K.  Porter  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -    D.Feb.      16, 

R.  May        7, 

152.  Sir  R  K.  Porter  to  Viscount  Palmerston   -       -    D.  March  10, 

R.  May       7, 

153.  Sir  R.  K.  Porter  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -    D.  May 

Two  Enclosures    R.  June     15, 

154.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  R.  K.  Porter    -       -    D.  July      1 5, 

155.  Sir  R.  K  Porter  to  Viscount  Palmerston   -       -    D.  May 

One  Enclosure    R.  July 


6.    — 


26, 
16, 


156.  Sir  R  K.  Porter  to  Viscount  Palmerston    - 

157.  Sir  R  K  Porter  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 


-  D.  Sept.      7, 
R.  Oct.      23, 

-  D.  Sept 
ROct. 


7,    — 


Receipt  of  Draft  of  Treaty, 
with  alterations       -       -  136 

Receipt  of  Portuguese  De- 
cree      -        •       -       -  136 

•  Treaty :  opening  of  the  ne- 
gotiations     -       -       -  136 

Treaty :  "  full  powers"       -  137 

Treaty:  Protocol  of  the 
Conferences :  signature 
of  Treaty       -       -       -  137 

Acknowledgment  of  re- 
newed "  full  powers"      -  137 

Papers  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment: acknowledgment-  138. 


UNITED  STATES. 

158.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox       -       -       -    D.  Aug.     14, 1837.    Vessels :    employment    of 

Three  Enclosures  slave-vessels   under  the 

American  flag        -       -  139 

159.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox      ...  .D.Dec.    .9,    —      American  schooner  suspect- 

One  Enclosure  ed  to  be  intended  for  the 

Slave  Trade  -       -       -  139. 


160.  Mr.  Courtenay  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


HAITI. 

-    D.  March  10, 1837.    Brazilian  slave-vessel  '*  Pa- 
R  April    25,    —        quctte  de  Capo  Verde," 

wrecked         -       -       -  149- 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH 


FOREIGN    POWERS. 


SPAIN. 


No.  1. 
Mr.  Filliers  to  Viscount  Palmer ston. — {Received  April  3.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  25th  March,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Translation  of  a  Note,  which  I  have 
received  from  Count  Almodovar,  informing  me  that,  in  compliance  with  the 
request  contained  in  my  Note  of  the  19th  January  to  M.  Calatrava,  orders  have 
been  sent  to  the  Captain- General  of  Cuba  to  permit  a  hulk  to  be  established  in  the 
bay  of  the  Havana  for  the  reception  of  liberated  negroes,  and  a  lazaret  on  land  for 
negroes  whose  state  of  health  requires,  that  they  should  be  separated  from  those 
on  board  the  hulk. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Ftscount  Palmerstoji,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


^ 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 
(Translation.)  Count  of  Almodovar  to  Mr.  Villiers. 

Sir,  Madrid,  I2th  March,  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  communication  to  you,  of  the  21st  January  last,  in  reply  to  the  Note 
which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me  on  the  i9th  of  that  month,  agreeably  to  Instructions  from 
your  Government,  respecting^  the  stationing  of  a  hulk  in  the  harbour  of  the  Havana  for  the  reception 
of  negproes  liberated  by  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  and  the  establishment  of  a  lazaret  in  some  building 
on  shore,  for  the  small  number  of  negroes  whose  bad  state  of  health  will  not  permit  of  their  remaining 
on  board  the  hulk,  I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  (o  you,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  approves 
and  permits  both  these  arrangements,  for  the  reasons  alleged  in  your  above-mentioned  Note;  and 
consequently,  under  this  date,  I  send  to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  the  necessary  Instructions  to 

S've  every  aid  in  his  power  towards  carrying  them  into  effect ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  and  also  by  Her 
ajesty's  Command,  I  inform  him : — 6rst,  that  it  being  difficult  to  determine  from  hence,  with  cer- 
tainty, if  the  stationing  of  the  hulk  in  the  harbour  itself  of  the  Havana  may  pot  be  attended  with 
some  difficulties,  in  consequence  of  the  impediment  which  it  may  cause  to  the  entrance,  departure,  and 
stay  of  other  vessels,  he  is  to  concert  with  the  British  Commissioner  the  port  or  point  in  which  the 
sud  hulk  can  be  stationed,  bearing  in  mind  that  this  measure  has  no  other  object  than  that  of  greater 

Siblic  convenience,  united  with  the  safety  of  the  country ;  and  secondly,  that,  in  concert  with  the  said 
ritish  Commissioner,  he  shall  select  the  place  or  building  for  the  establishment  of  the  dep6t  or 
lazaret  for  the  sick  negroes,  in  order  that  they  may  be  properly  taken  care  of,  for  which  object  he  is 
not  to  lose  sight  of  the  Sanitory  Regulations,  and,  in  conformity  with  them,  previous  to  the  disem- 
barkation of  the  sick  negroes,  a  Physician,  appointed  by  the  Captain-General  himself,  is  to  examine 
them.  Having  the  satisfaction  of  making  the  above  communication  to  you,  I  do  not  doubt  that,  on 
your  part,  you  will  make  use  of  it,  as  may  appear  to  you  best  calculated  for  carrying  into  effect  the  ^ 
objects  proposed  by  both  Governments. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
The  British  Minister,  (Signed)  COUNT  OF  ALMODOVAR. 

Sfc.    ^c. 

Class  B«  B 
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2  SPAIN. 

No.  2.     ' 
Mr.  FilRers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  April  18.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  8th  Apnl,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  of  a  Note  which,  in  compliance'with 
the  Instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch^  Slave  Trade,  of  the*'2811i 
of  February,  I  have  addressed  to  M.  Calatrava,  respecting  the  means  resorted  to 
at  the  Havana  for  evading  the  Treaty  of  1835^  and  the  protection  afforded  to  the 
Slave  Trade  by  the  Authorities  of  Cuba. 

I  have>  &e. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  (T.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  2. 

Mr,  Villiera  to  M.  Calatrava. 
Sir,  Madrid^  6th  April,  1887. 

I  HAVE  received  Instructions  to  express  to  your  Excellency  the  anxiety  of  my  Government  to 
be  informed,  whether  any  measures  have  yet  been  taken  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  provisions  of 
Article  2  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  of  28th  June  1835,  by  the  promulga- 
tion of  a  law  inflicting  severe  punishment  on  all  those  subjects  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  who  shall  xSkit 
any  part  whatever  in  the  traffic  of  slaves. 

I  deeply  regret  to  have,  at  the  same  time,  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency  that  certain  Authori- 
ties of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  in  the  Havana,  instead  of  zealoi^sly  endeavouring  tcf  carry  into  effect  the 
Treaty  of  1835  for  the  abolition  of  this  execrable  traffic,  appear  to  countenance  the  means  which  are 
resorted  to  for  its  evasion. 

In  order  that  the  trade  may  be  carried  on  as  secretly  as  possible,  since  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty 
in  question,  the  regulation  that  all  vessels  returning  from  the  Coast  of  Africa  to  the  Havana  tfaoiild  hdat 
a  red  flag  has  been  dispensed  with.  The  arrival  of  such  vessels  is  now  forbidden  to  be  noticed  in  the 
newspapers;  and,  what  is  more,  vessels  sailing  to  that  Coast  are  permitted  to  leave  the  harbour  in  the 
dark, — an  act  which,  in  all  other  cases,  involves  a  severe  penalty. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  provisions  of  this  Treaty,  well-known  Spanish  vessels  are  permitted  to  enter 
the  harbour  under  Portuguese  colours ;  and  no  inquiry  appears  to  be  made,  nor  is  any  difficulty  inter- 
posed, which  would  tend  to  secure  the  observance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty. 

The  crews  of  captured  vessels  are  permitted  to  purchase  their  liberation ;  and,  hi  short,  it  would 
seem  that  the  persons  concerned  in  this  trade  have  resolved  upon  setting  the  Government  of  the 
mother-country  at  defiance ;  and  that,  with  the  servants  of  that  Government  in  the  Cobny,  their  mis- 
conduct finds  favour  and  protection.  It  would  be  idle  on  my  part,  in  addressing  myself  to  your 
Excellency,  to  dwell  upon  the  faith  of  Treaties,  or  upon  the  paramount  importance  of  their  provisions 
being  scrupubusly  fulfilled ;  for  I  do  not  doubt  that  your  Excellency,  as  strongly  impressed  with  these 
truths  as  any  one  can  be,  will  immediately  take  such  measures,  both  in  Spain  and  the  Spanish  Cobnies, 
as  will  prove  that  the  solemn  engagements  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty^s  €K)vemment  are  not  to  be 
violated  with  impunity. 

I  have,  &c. 
HU  ExceUeucy  Don  Jose  Maria  Calatrava,  (^ned)  GEORGE  YILLIERS. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  3. 
Afr.  VtUiersto  Viscount  Paknerston. — (Received  April  SO.) 

Mt  Lord,  Madrid,  2Zd  April,  1837. 

In  obedience  to  the  Instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship  s  Despatdb, 
marked  Slave  Trade,  of  the  30th  March,  I  have  addressed  a  Note  to  M.  Calatrava, 
of  which  I  herewith  enclose  the  Copy,  renewing  my  application  respecting  the  form 
of  Bond  and  Certificates  to  be  issued  under  the  Regulations  of  the  Slave  Trade 
Treaty,  to  vessels  carrying  out  casks  to  the  Coast  of  Africa  for  the  purpose  of 
trading  in  palm  oil. 

I  have,  &c. 
(S^ned)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  3. 

Mr.  ViUiers  to  M.  Calatrava. 
Sib,  Madrid^  I9th  JprU,  1837. 

In  my  Note  of  the  9th  June  last,  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency's  predecessor 
that  I  had  raceiYed  the  InttnictiooB  of  my  GoTemment  to  apply  to  the  Spam'sh  Gofvemmeiii  with 
respect  to  the  form  of  Bond  and  Certificates  to  be  granted,  under  the  Regidatioiis  of  the  Treaty  hr 
the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  to  Tesseis  carrying  out  casks  to  the  Coast  of  Africa  for  the  purpose  of 
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tndiDg  in  palm  oiL  I  bad  also  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  the  Bond  and  Certificate  which  had 
been  tulopted  in  these  cases  by  the  British  Government*  and  to  request  that,  as  soon  as  the  Spanish 
Government  had  resolved  upon  their  form  for  these  documents,  they  might  be  communicated  to  me 
ibr  the  information  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  sitting  at  Sierra  Leone. 

IP  As  yet,  I  have  not  had  the  honour  of  receiving  an  answer  to  my  Note.  I  beg,  however,  to  state  to 
yoQx  Excellency  that  it  is  extremely  desirable  that  some  form  of  Certificate,  framed  in  the  spirit  and 
aooording  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Treaty,  should  be  adopted,  in  order  to  relieve  the  Mixed  Court  from 
the  embarrassment  they  ma^  be  thrown  into  by  the  presentation  of  irregular  documents  of  this  kind, 
which,  though  issued  by  Officers  of  the  Spanish  Government,  have  no  legal  force,  from  not  being  drawn 
up  aeoording  to  the  meaning  of  the  Equipment  Article  of  the  Treaty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  [of  one  of  these  documents,  found  among  the  Papers  of  the 
captured  ship  **  LuiBtta^^^  which  your  Excellency  will  perceive  loses  all  its  validity  from  its  making  no 
mention  of  security  having  been  taken  for  the  lawful  employment  of  casks  referred  to  in  the  document. 

I  have,  &c. 
HU  Excellency  Don  Jom  Maria  Calatrata.  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

^.  Sfc^  Sfc, 


No.  4. 
Viscount  Pabnerstan  to  Mr.  ViUiers. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  \Oth  May,  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  to  you  of  the  28th  of  Febroary  last,  con- 
taining Copy  of  the  Report  made  by  His  Majesty's  Gommbsioners  at  Havana 
upon  SlaTe  Trade  during  the  year  1836,  I  now  transmit  to  you  for  your  further 
information^  and  for  communication  to  the  Spanish  Grovemment,  the  Copy  of  a 
Despatch^  and  of  its  Enclosures,  from  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Sierra* 
Leone,  reporting  the  state  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  Colony 
during  the  year  above  mentioned. 

I  am^  &c. 
Q.  W.  F.  niRers,  Esq.  •  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  4. 
(See  Class  A.  of  1836.    Supplement  A,  No.  3.) 


No.  5. 
Mr.  yURers  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — {Received  May  14.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  6th  May,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Translation  of  a  Note,  which  I  have 
received  from  M.  Calatrava^  in  answer  to  the  complaints  which,  at  various  times,  I 
hmwe  adUreeoed  i»  his  ExeeUeney,  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  stipolattons  of  ^ 
Slave  Treaty  are  disregarded  by  the  Authorities  of  Cuba. 

I  have  Slc 
(Signed)     '      GEORGE  VILLIERS. 
The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  5. 

(Translation.)  M.  Calatrava  to  Mr.  VUliers. 

Sir,  Madrid,  28^  AprU,  1837. 

On  the  5th  June  last  my  predecessor  had  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  by  Her  Majesty's 
Commands  he  had  addressed  the  most  positive  orders  to  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  direct- 
ing him,  agreeably  to  the  engagements  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain  for  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  contained  in  the  Treaties  of  the  years  1817  and  1835,  to  pay  the  greatest  attention  to 
the  scrupulous  execution  of  the  stipulations  of  the  said  Treaties,  in  order  to  insure  to  the  liberated 
negroes  the  complete  emancipation,  which,  by  those  Treaties,  is  granted  to  them ;  and  it  falls  now  to 
my  lot  to  have  the  honour  to  satisfy  your  complaints  upon  this  subject,  by  transcribing  herewith  that 
which  the  abovementioned  Captain-General  states  with  respect  to  the  same  subject,  and  by  forward- 
lag  to  you  the  todoted  Copies,  to  which  reference  is  made. 

**The  Royal  Order  which  I  have  just  mentioned,  far  from  producing  any  embarrassment  in  the 
ihmk  manifestation  of  my  proceedings,  places  me  in  the  advantageous  position  of  being  able  to  give 
an  exact  account  of  them ;  to  repeat  that  which  upon  other  occasions  I  had  the  honour  of  representing 
i0  Her  Majesty ;  to  show  that  the  stipulations  of  the  existing  Treaties  have  been  in  bo  way  violated ; 
and  IbattiM  aocontiaa  bmight  forward  againii  the  Authorities  of  the  island  is  founded  i^on  mali- 
ciouB  reports. 
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"  Already  once  before,  on  the  31st  December  1834,  upon  the  occasion  of  a  similar  complaint  made, 
by  one  of  the  British  Commissioners  of  Arbitration,  in  this  place,  I  addressed  to  Her  Majesty,  through 
the  office  which  your  Excellency  so  worthily  directs,  a  communication,  in  which  I  stated  the  just  dis- 
positions which  I  had  taken  with  regard  to  this  subject.  The  contribution  of  17  dollars,  exacted  before 
my  taking  this  command,  upon  the  hire  of  each  liberated  negro,  and  which  contribution  was  depo- 
sited in  the  office  of  this  Government  for  the  support  of  public  establishments,  gave  rise  to  suspipions 
more  or  less  founded,  more  or  less  probable,  that  other  sums  were  received  by  the  pfficers  who  intcr- 
yened  in  the  distribution  of  the  liberated  negroes.  In  order  to  strike  at  the  root  of  a  complaint  of  this 
kind,  always  prejudicial  to  the  decorum  of  tlie  Authorities,  I  thought  it  expedient  to  do  away  with  the 
abovementioned  contribution,  and  to  prevent  any  sum  whatever  being  received  by  the  officers  employed 
in  the  Secretaryship  of  this  Government,  either  under  this  or  any  other  title.  For  the  custody  of 
the  sums  destined  for  the  several  public  works,  which  I  undertook  frofn  the  moment  of  my  taking  the 
command  of  this  island,  I  appointed  two  of  the  richest  persons,  who  also  enjoyed  a  well-merited  repu- 
tation, namely,  the  Count  of  the  Reunion,  and  Don  Joachim  Gorney,  President  of  the  Tribunal  of 
Commerce ;  and  I  recommended  that,  in  the  distribution  of  liberated  negroes,  those  persons  should 
be  preferred  who,  possessing  the  required  qualifications,  might  prove,  with  the  receipts  of  the  above* 
mentioned  depositaries,  that  they  had  rendered  some  service,  or  contributed  with  voluntary  doaations 
to  the  funds  applied  to  public  works. 

"  There  is  nothing  objectionable  in  this  method  of  distributing  the  liberated  negroes :  no  price  is 
fixed  upon  them,  neither  is  their  civil  condition  altered.  Free  at  the  time  of  their  being  delivered,  they 
continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty  during  the  whole  time  that  they  are  employed  in  service,  or 
In  labouring  for  the  person  under  whose  care  they  are  placed  ;  and  any  one  who  should  abuse  such  a 
deposit,  and  endeavour  to  reduce  to  slavery  a  free  man,  would  be  punished  with  all  the  rigour  of  the 
Spanish  laws,  which,  in  this  respect,  are  not  less  severe  than  those  of  England,  and  those  which  are  in 
force  in  other  civilized  nations.  Let,  upon  this  occasion,  the  regulations,  or  set  of  conditbns,  be 
examined,  under  which  liberated  negroes  were  distributed  before  my  taking  this  comnciand,  and  of 
which  I  forward  Copies,  under  No.  1,  as  well  as  the  new  set  of  conditions  established  during  ray 
government,  and  of  which  Copies  are  enclosed  under  No.  2,  and  the  good  treatment  of  the  liberated 
negroes  will  be  found  to  be  as  much  respected  in  them  as  in  the  British  Possessions  themselves. 

**  According  to  these  regulations,  no  person  tan  take  charge  of  a  liberated  negro  if  he  is  not  a  pro- 
prietor of  land,  or  if  he  does  not  give  proper  security ;  and  he  is  strictly  bound  to  provide  both  good 
nourishment  and  religious  education  for  the  negro,  and  all  other  things  necessary  to  make  them  useful 
individuals.  By  the  8th  Article  it  is  determined,  that  any  person  who  shall  sell  one  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned negroesyor  shall  report  him  to  be  dead  or  fugitive,  shall  be  prosecuted  wifth  all  the  rigour  of  the 
law  for  the  crime  of  selling  a  free  man;  and,  besides  that,  shall  be  compelled  to  pay  a  fine  of  500 
dollars,  half  of  which  is  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  informer.  It  was  wished  to  give  a  stinmhis 
to  denunciation,  and  this  circumstance  proves  the  care  that  has  been  taken  to  prevent  all  abuse  from 
beings  committed  upon  a  free  man.  I,  therefore,  cannot  conceive  what  grounds  the  British  Minister 
can  have  had  to  consider  the  distribution  of  liberated  negroes  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  tale : 
when  a  crime  of  this  nature  is  forbidden  by  the  regulations,  and  severely  punished  by  the  lavre :  when 
two  persons  are  both  legally  entitled  to  solicit  an  emancipated  negro,  does  the  preference ^ven  to  that 
one  who  may  prove  that  he  has  rendered  some  service  merit  such  a  qualification?  Is  the  civil  condi- 
tion of  the  liberated  negro  altered  thereby  in  the  lea»t?  Are  the  conditions  altered  under  which  that 
person  receives  him  ?  In  the  note  in  question  also  a  further  accusation  is  made,  because  the  taking 
the  liberated  negroes  to  the  interior  of  the  country  is  permitted;  and,  truly,  this  circumstance  does  not 
merit  any  blame  whatever.  The  4th  Article  of  the  Annex,  sub  litt.  C,  which  forms  a  part  of  the 
Treaty  concluded  in  Madrid,  on  the  2Sth  of  June,  1835,  only  stipulates  that  the  Spanish  Government 
shall  cau5:e  the  liberated  negroes  to  be  treated  in  strict  conformity  with  the  regulations  lately  promul- 
gated in  this  city,  or  witli  those  which  may  in  future  be  adopted.  No  article  exists  in  those  regulations 
enacting  that  the  liberated  negroes  are  bound  to  reside  in  the  city  of  the  Havana,  and  if  it  did  exist, 
the  considerable  number  of  this  class  agglomerated  from  the  year  1817  up  to  this  day  would  imme- 
diately compromise  the  existence  of  the  island.  Their  good  treatment  is  recommended  in  general  terns, 
as  well  as  their  being  taught  useful  labours,  by  which  they  may  acquire  sufficient  skill  to  cam  their  live- 
lihood in  future  :  a  religious  education  is  prescribed,  and  none  of  these  requisites  are  incoitipatible  with 
their  residence  in  the  country.  Moreover,  public  tranquillity,  political  considerations  of  the  gpreatest 
moment,  and  impatience,  have  compelled  me  to  prefer  employing  liberated  negroes  in  the  country. 
There  it  is  easier  to  watch  over  them,  and  there  is  more  facility  for  rendering  them  useful  members  of 
society,  and  preventing  their  contact  with  suspected  negroes.  In  the  city,  on  the  contrary,  the  means 
of  disi^ipation  abound,  care  cannot  produce  the  same  effects  as  in  the  country,  nor  preserve  them  entirely 
from  the  intercourse  with  bad  negroes,  who,  by  inspiring  them  with  exaggerated  ideas  of  their  condi- 
tion, may  render  them  dangerous  for  communicating  even  with  the  newly  imported  negroes." 

I  avail,  &c. 
The  British  Minister,  (Signed)  JOSE  M.  CALATRAVA. 

Sfc.        «5rc. 

No.  6. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  M.  D'Aguilar. 

Foreign  Office,  \6ih  May,  1837. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the^onour  to  return  to  M.  D'Aguilar,  &c., 
the  Papers,  which  M.  D'Aguilar  commbnicated  to  the  Undersigned,  iipon  the 
subject  of  the  proposed  removal  of  Dr.  Madden,  His  Majesty's  Superintendent 
of  Emancipated  Negroes,  resident  at  the  Havana. 

The  Undersigned  must  express  his  regret,  that  the  zeal  and  perseverance  in  the 
performance  of  a  public  duty,  which  have  obtained  for  Dr.  Madden  the  approbation 
of  his  own  Government,  should  not  have  equally  secured  for  him  mat  of  the 
Government  of  Cuba.  \ 
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His  Majesty's  Government  have  as  yet  had  no  reason  to  think,  that  Dr.  Madden 
has  done  anything  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  assigned  to  him^  either  as  Super- 
intendent of  Liberated  Africans^  or  as  temporary  member  of  the  Mixed  Court  of 
Justice,  which  would  justly  subject  him  to  such  a  mark  of  censure  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown,  as  would  be  his  removal  from  his  post :  on  the  contrary.  Dr.  Madden 
has  given  indisputable  proofs  of  that  anxiety  and  assiduity  in  the  discharge  of 
difficult  and  irksome  duties,  without  which  he  would  not  be  fit  for  the  appointment 
for  which  he  has  been  selected. 

As  the  Captain- General  of  Cuba  Don  M.  Tacon  positively  declares,  that  he  in 
no  degree  protects,  and  in  no  manner  encourages  the  illicit  importation  of  slaves 
into  Cuba,  His  Majesty's  Government  is  boimd  to  believe,  that  he  is  ignorant  of 
the  gross  and  continued  misconduct  in  this  respect  of  all  the  subordinate  autho- 
rities under  his  command.  But  that  an  extensive  and  continual  traffic  in  slaves 
does  take  place,  in  and  from  Cuba ;  that  slave-ships  are  notoriously  fitted  out  at  the 
Havana,  and  sent  to  the  Coast  of  Africa  for  slaves ;  that  many  of  these  ships 
return  to  Cuba,  and  there  illegally  land,  their  cargoes ;  that  this  fraudulent  traffic 
is  connived  at  and  encouraged  by  all  the  subordinate  Local  Authorities;  that  the 
names  of  ships  going  to  and  returning  from  the  Coast  of  Africa  are  no  longer 
published  in  the  Official  Gazette ;  that  such  ships  are  now  no  longer  required  to 
hoist  the  distinguishing  red  flag  at  the  mast-bead ;  that  ships  destined  for  the 
Slave  Trade  are  permitted,  for  the  sake  of  secrecy,  to  quit  the  port  after  nightfall : 
all  these  and  many  other  facts  of  a  similar  tendency  are  well  known  to  His 
Majesty's  Government;  and  it  is  of  great  importance  for  the  honour  of  the 
Spanish  Government^  which  suffers  by  the  continuante  of  such  practices,  that 
these  facts  should^  without  delay,  be  made  known  also  to  Don  M.  Tacon,  in  order 
that  he  may,  for  his  own  sake,  and  out  of  regard  for  the  character  of  Spain,  take  ' 
those  prompt  and  energetic  measures,  which  will  doubtless  occur  to  him,  for  putting 
an  immediate  stop  to  these  scandalous  proceedings,  which  are  at  variance  with  all 
the  professions  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and  incompatible  with  the  solemn 
engagements  of  the  Spanish  Crown. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  Mondeur  D'Aguilar,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfo.      8fc.       ^c. 


No.  r. 

Mr.  VilUers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  June  11.) 
(Extract.)  Madrid,  3d  June,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  of  a  Note,  which,  in  obedience  to 
,jj  the  Instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  marked  Slave  Trade,  of" 

the  10th  ultimo,  I  have  addressed  to  M.  Galatrava. 


n 


Enclosure  in  No.  7. 

Mr.  VilUers  to  M.  Calatrava. 

Sir,  Madrid,  2d  June,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  my  Government,  persuaded  of  the  zeal  and 
good  will  which  animate  the  Government  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  in  their  co-operation  with  that  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  in  endeavouring  to  suppress  the  odious  traffic  in  slaves,  has  instructed  me  to 
inform  your  Excellency  that  51  cases  of  vessels  captured  as  being  engaged  in  this  trade,  have  been 
adjudged  in  the  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission  established  at  Sierra  Leone,  between  the  1st  of  January, 
1836,  and  the  1st  January,  1837. 

Twenty-eip:ht  of  these  vessels  were  seized  and  prosecuted  for  having  equipped  for  the  Slave  Trade, 
under  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1835,  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain.  Of  these  28  vessels 
24  were  condemned,  and  may,  therefore,  be  looked  upon  as  a  dear  gain  to  the  cause  of  humanity, 
arising  out  of  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  in  questiim.  It  is,  however,  to  be  lamented  that  a  sincere 
and  cordial  desire  does  not  exist,  on  the  part  of  the  Authorities  of  Culm,  to  carry  into  full  operation 
the  stipulations  of  this  Treaty,  otherwise  this  inhuman  traffic  would  shortly  receive  its  death  blow. 
When  these  AuthoritieB  are  found  clearing  out  slave-irons  as  an  article  of  merchandize,  as  I  had  the 
honour  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  in  my  Note  of  19th  January  last,  and  when,  at  the  same  time, 
in  place  of  the  formal  Bonds  and  Certificates  drawn  up  according  to  the  Equipment  Article  of  Ihe 
Treaty,  these  same  Authorities  g^nt  to  vessels  (foreign  as  well  as  Spanish)  a  loosely  worded  permis- 
Ision  to  carry  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  water-oasks,  withoiut  any  securitv  having  been  taken  for  the 
lawful  employmeBt  of  their  casks  (as  your  Excellency  will  find  fully  detailed  in  mv  Note  of  the  19th 
AprU  last,  requesting  the  Spanish  Government  to  adopt  a  similar  form  of  Bond  and  Certificate  to  that 
issued  by  the  British  Government),  it  is  clear  that  a  faithful  compliance  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
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the  Treaty  is  not  to  be  eil|lected  from  the  agents  of  the  Spanish  Gbveniment  in  that  Island,  nnless 
your  Excellency  irill  be  pleased  to  adopt  some  measure  of  an  efficient  character,  in  order  to  impreaa 
upon  these  agents  that  it  is  their  duty  to  aid,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  the  undoubted  intentions 
of  the  Metropolitan  Government,  honourably  and  punctually  to  fulfil  its  engagements. 

I  am  further  instructed  to  represent  to  your  Excellency,  that  as  the  Penal  Laws  of  Spain  do  not 
visit  with  punishment  the  crime  of  being  engaged  m  the  Slave  Tmde»  and  as  the  stipulation  in  the 
Treaty  of  1835,  that  a  severe  penalty  on  this  offence  shall  be  enacted,  has  not  yet  been  carried  into 
eflTect,  a  feeling  of  perfect  security  is  entertained  by  the  persons  employed  in  slave-vessels ;  and  imme- 
diately after  the  condemnation  of  their  vessel  they  are  very  generally  re-engaged  in  their  nefarious  pur* 
suits,  at  some  of  the  slave  marts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  seats  of  the  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission. 

In  my  Note  of  6th  April  I  have  already  had  the  honour  to  request  that  your  Excellency  would 
inform  me  what  st^s  had  been  taken  towards  carrying  through  the  Spanish  Legislature  the  measure 
stipulated  for  in  the  2d  Article  of  the  Treaty,  but  as  yet  I  have  not  been  favoured  with  any  commuBi" 
cation  on  the  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
Hi$  ExceUeney  Don  Jote  Maria  Calatra»a,  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

4*c.  Sfc.  S;c. 


No.  8. 
(Circular.)  Viscount  Pabnerston  to  Mr.  Villiers. 

Sir,  Foreign  Officcy  I5th  June,  1837- 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  for  your  information  Copies  of  Papers,  marked  A  and 
B,  relating  to  the  Slave  Trade,  which  have  been  presented,  by  His  Majesty's 
Command^  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

I  am^  &c. 
G.  JV.F.  Fiiliers,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

^c.  Sfc. 


No.  9. 
Mr.  VilUers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  June  26^ 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  ISth  June,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Translation  of  a  Note,  which  I  have 
received  from  M.  Calatrava,  in  reply  to  one  which  I  addressed  to  his  Excellency 
respecting  the  enactment  of  a  Law  for  the  severe  punishment  of  Spaniards,  con- 
victed of  being  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  in  conformity  with  the  2d  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  1835. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  SfC.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  9. 

(Translation.)  M.  Catatram  to  Mr.  ViUiers. 

Sir,  Madrid,  9th  June,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to  the  Note  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me  on 
the  Oth  of  April  last,  that  on  the  lOth  of  December,  1835,  Her  Majesty's  Government  presented  to 
the  Chamber  of  *^  Proceres"  a  project  of  Penal  Law,  drawn  up  in  conformity  wi  the  provisions  of 
the  2d  Article  of  the  Treaty  concluded  in  the  same  year  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain,  for  the 
Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  the  said  Chamber  was  reminded  of  the 
discussion  on  this  matter,  and  ceased  to  exist  without  its  having  taken  place. 

From  the  foregoing  yoa  will  perceive  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  desired  the  due  fulfilment 
of  the  said  Article ;  and  that  if  it  has  not  been  carried  into  effect,  it  has  been  on  account  of  the  indis- 
pensable necessity  in  which,  in  consequence  of  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  our  politieal 
institutions  since  the  date  of  the  Treaty,  the  Government  is  placed,  of  obtaining  the  concurrence  of  the 
Cortes  for  the  promulgation  of  a  new  Penal  Law ;  but  I  can  assure  you  that  it  will  continue,  as 
hitherto,  to  promote  in  them  this  affair  as  much  as  it  possibly  can,  and  that  I  shall  lose  no  time  in 
informing  you  of  the  result. 

I  avail  myself,  &c 
The  BrUUk  Minister,  (Signed)  JOSE  M.  CALATBAYA. 

4^«  ^€. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN-  7 

No.  10.  • 

Mr.  ViUiera  to  Ftseount  Pahnerstan^ — (Received  June  26.) 

Mt  Lord,  Madrid,  I8th  June,  1837. 

1  HAYB  the  honour  to  endose  the  Translation  of  a  Note^  which  I  have 
leoeived  from  M.  Calatrava,  in  answer  to  a  renewed  application  from  me 
respectmg  the  Bonds  to  be  required  for  the  exportation  of  barrels  destined  to 
contain  i^dm  oil. 

I  have,  &c 
(Siffned)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 

Enclosore  in  No.  10* 
(TnuwlAlioB.)  jr.  Cahirava  to  Mr.  ViUien. 

Sn,  Madrid,  IbthJune,  1837. 

In  your  commtmieatioii  of  the  2d  instant  you  express  the  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  measares 
adopted  by  the  Spanish  Government  for  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  2d  Article  of  the 
Treaty  concloded  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  you  renew  your  application,  that  in  the 
Spanish  Custom-houses  a  Bond  should  be  required  firom  the  Owners  of  vessels  who  wish  to  export 
barrels  or  casks  destined  to  contain  palm  oil,  before  granting  the  Certificate  required  of  the  said  vessels 
by  the  6th  Clause  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  above  mentioned. 

With  respect  to  this  last  part,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  in  reply,  that  I  have  reminded  the 
Minister  of  Finance  of  the  inquiry  which  this  Minister  has  made  at  his  office  upon  the  subject,  on  the 
S7ih  of  June,  1836,  and  19th  of  May  last,  the  result  of  which  I  shall  hasten  to  acqnunt  you  with 
immediately ;  and  with  reference  to  the  other  part  of  your  Note,  respecting  which  I  replied  to  you  on 
the  9th  instant,  I  have,  for  the  present,  no  remark  to  offer  in  addition. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
The  British  Mhwtter,  (Signed)  JOSE  M.  CALATRAVA. 

4rc.        ^c. 

No.  II. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Villiers. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  27th  June,  1837. 

With  reference  to  your  Despatch,  marked  Slave  Trade,  of  the  25th  of 
March  last,  stating  that  orders  had  been  sent  to  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba  to 
permit  a  hulk  to  be  established  at  the  Havana  for  the  reception  of  liberated 
negroes^  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty's  ship  ^'  Romney"  has  been 
selected  for  this  service^  and  is  about  to  proceed  to  the  Havana,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Jenkins. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  instruct  you  to  communicate  this  information  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  and  to  request  that  instructions  may  be  issued  to 
the  Spanish  Authorities  at  Uie  Havana,  lor  the  reception  of  Her  Majesty's  ship, 
above  named,  at  that  port. 

I  ^m^  &c. 
G.  TV.  F.  VilBers,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

SfC.  ifC. 

No.  12. 
Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  July  26.) 

Mt  Lord,  Madrid,  \5th  July,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  of  a  Note,  which  I  have  addressed 
to  M.  Calatrava,  communicating  to  his  fixcellency  that  Her  Majesty's  ship 
•'  Romney'*  had  been  directed  to  proceed  to  the  Havana  for  the  reception  of 
liberated  negroes,  and  requesting  that  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba  may  be  in- 
structed to  receive  the  '^  Romney,"  and  to  assist  her  Commander  in  the  execution 
of  his  duties. 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatches,  marked  Slave 
Trade,  of  the  27th  and  30th  of  June. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

Th4i  Right  Hm.  Viscount  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  12. 

M.  Viliiers  to  Mr.  Calatrava. 
Sir,  Madrid,  i2th  July,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  received  instructions  to  communicate 
to  the  Government  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  that  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  **  Romney*'  is  about 
to  be  sent  to  the  Havana  to  be  stationed  there  as  a  hulk  for  the  temporary  reception  of  liberated 
negroes,  under  the  permission  which  the  Count  of  Almodovar  was  pleased  to  inform  me,  in  his  Note 
•cf  12th  March  last^  had  been  accorded  by  the  Government  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty;  orders  to  that 
efiect  having  been  sent  out  to  the  Captain -General  of  Cuba. 

I  have  the  honour  likewise  to  state,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  that  Lieut.  Jenkin  has  been 
selected  to  command  the  "  Romney,"  who,  in  addition  to  the  general  instructions  given  for  the  con- 
duct of  British  Naval  officers  in  a  Foreign  Port,  has  been  especially  recommended  by  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty  to  endeavour,  by  every  means  in  bis  power,  to  conciliate  the  good  opinion  and  respect 
of  the  public  Authorities  and  the  inhabitants,  of  the  place  at  which  he  is  to  be  stationed. 

I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  these  instructions  will  be  fully  complied  with  by  Lieutenant  Jenkin 
and  the  Officers  under  his  command ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  instruct  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba  to  receive  the  ^'  Romney,"  and  to 
;give  such  assistance  as  may  be  in  his  power  to  Lieutenant  JVnkin  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
imposed  on  him. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Don  Joae  Maria  Calairava^  (Signed)  GEORGE  YILLIERS. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  13. 

Mr.  ViUiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  July  31.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  22d  July,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  and  Translation  of  a  Note,  with  its 
Enclosure,  which  I  have  received  from  M.  Calatrava,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
19th  January,  complaining  that  the  Custom-House  Authorities  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba  had  permitted  120  pairs  of  leg-irons  to  be  embarked  on  board  the  '*  Eliza.'* 
M.  Calatrava  likewise  states  (with  reference  to  a  verbal  request  from  me,  that  no 
unnecessary  delay  should  take  place  upon  the  subject)  that  I  shall  receive  an 
answer  respecting  the  Bond  to  be  required  for  barrels  intended  to  contain  palm- 
oil,  so  soon  as  the  Minister  of  Finance  shall  have  received  the  information  he  has 
asked  for  upon  the  matter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILUERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 

I  » 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  13. 

(Translation.)  M.  Calatrava  to  Mr,  Villien. 

Sir,  ^  Palace,  ISth  July,  1837. 

In  consequence  of  that  which  I  had  the  honour  of  communicating^  in  the  Note  which  I 
addressed  to  you  on  the  21st  of  January  last,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  in 
which  you  complain  of  the  proceedings  of  the  employes  in  the  Custom-house  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba, 
who  gave  permission  to  the  "  Eliza''  to  carry  on  board  120  pair  of  leg-shackles,  and  being  desirous 
of  satisfying  the  above-mentioned  reclamation,  I  hasten  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  Copy  of  the 
Reply  given  upon  this  subject,,on  the  19th  of  April  last,  by  the  Intendant  of  the  Havana  to  the 
Minister  of  Finance. 

At  the  same  time  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  respecting  your  proposition,  that  in  the  Spanish 
Custom-houses  a  Bond  should  be  required  from  the  Owners  of  vessels  who  present  for  export  barrels 
intended  to  contain  palm-oil ;  that  the  Minister  of  Finance  has  also  informed  me  that  the  necessary 
data  and  inquiries  are  being  made  upon  this  subject,  in  order  to  obtain  all  the  necessary  information, 
and,  as  soon  as  it  is  received,  the  office  under  his  charge  will  communicate  the  information  which  it 
has  been  desired  to  furnish. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
G.  W.  F,  Viliiers,  Esq.  (Signed)  JOSE  M.  CALATRAVA. 

^c.        Sfc. 

Sub-Enclosure  in  No.  13. 

(Translation.) 

Copy  of  the  Letter  addressed  by  the  Intendant  of  the  Havana  on  the  I9th  of  April  last  to  the 

Minister  of  Finance. 

In  order  to  carry  into  due  effect  the  Royal  Order  issued  on  the  21st  of  January  last  by  the 
Secretary  of  State's  Office,  which  was  transmitted  to  me  on  the  20th  of  February  following,  through 
that  of  your  Excellency,  desiring  that  the  necessary  measures  should  be  immediately  taken  for  inves- 
tigating and  punishing  the  guilty  employ*^  in  the  Custom-house  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  who  allowed 
120  pair  of  leg-irons  to  be  carried  on  board  the  Spanish  schooner  **  Eliza,'*  I  have  ordered  the 
proper  information  to  be  collected,  and  to  be  sent  to  the  Intendant  of  that  Province  for  the  necessary 
investigation  to  be  made.  According  to  its  results  I  shall  act,  and  shall  also  inform  your  Excellency 
of  that  which  ought  to  be  brought  under  Her  Majesty's  notice,  and  other  necessary  measures. 
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Na.  14. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Villurs. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  8th  August,  1837. 

I  HAVB  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  your  Despatch  marked  Slave 
Trade  of  the  6th  of  May,  enclosing  a  Note  addressed  to  you  by  M.  Calatrava,  in 
reply  to  the  representations  which  you  have  been  instructed  to  make,  respecting 
the  alleged  non-execution  of  those  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  1817  with  Spaiq> 
which  provide  for  the  good  treatment  of  negroes  emancipatai  under  that  Treaty. 

M.  Ualatrava,  it  appears,  considers,  that  these  representations  have  been  satis- 
factorily answered  by  tne  Despatch  of  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  the  substance 
of  which  is  recapitulated  in  his  Note  to  you  of  the  28th  of  April  last,  and  which 
contains  only  a  general  denial  of  the  facts  reported  to  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
with  a  summary  of  the  Regulations  now  in  force  for  the  treatment  of  enriancipated 
negroes  in  that  Island  ;  but  I  must  observe,  that  Great  Britain  complains,  not  so 
much  of  any  defect  in  the  Regulations  themselves,  as  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  allowed  to  remain  unexecuted  and  disregarded. 

The  Captain-General  indeed  states,  that  he  has  put  an  end  to  the  contribution  of 
17  dollars,  formerly  exacted  on  the  hiring  of  each  negro,  and  which  was  applied 
to  the  support  of  public  establishments ;  but  in  the  same  Despafch  if  appears,  that, 
in  the  distribution  of  the  emancipated  negroes,  a  preference  is  given  to  those 
persons  who  have  rendered  some  public  service,  or  who  have  contributed  volun- 
tary donations  to  public  works ;  and  there  is  manifestl}r  little  or  no  difference  in 
principle,  between  this  method  of  taking  money  on  the  hiring  out  of  the  negroes, 
and  that  which  the  Captain-iGreneral  makes  a  merit  of  having  put  an  end  to. 

Again,  while  it  is  aamitted,  that  the  Treaty  of  1817  contmns  no  positive  stijpu- 
lation,  under  which  the  negroes  are  entitled  to  reside  in  the  city  of  Havana ;  still, 
according  to  the  spirit  of  that  Treaty,  the  Authorities  are  bound,  not  to  9&o^  the 
negroes  to  be  taken  by  their  masters  to  such  a  distance  as  shall  precftide  the 
possibility  of  their  being  carefully  watched  over  and  protected. 

The  negroes  are,  it  seems,  hired  out  to  proprietors  of  land,  that  is  to  say,  of 
sugar  and  coffee  estates ;  and  when  once  removed  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
city,  and  employed  with  other  negroes  in  a  state  of  slavery,  it  is  obvious,  that  their 
condition  will  be  eventually  assimilated  with  that  of  the  slaves  with  whom  they  are 
put  to  work  ^  for  th^y  must  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  their  masteij^  and  utterly 
unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the  protection  of  the  Government,  however  good 
the  regulations  for  their  treatment  may  be,  and  however  heavy  the  punishment 
denounced  by  the  law  for  those  who  may  do  them  wrong. 

I  have  therefore  to  instruct  you,  to  express  to  the  Spanish  Gofernment  the 
regret,  with  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  perceives,  that  the  only  fruit  pro- 
duced by  the  Royal  Order,  issued  to  the  Captain-General  on  this  subject  last  year, 
is  a  mere  recapitulation  by  that  Officer  of  Regulations,  unsupported  by  any  state- 
ment of  facts  showing  that  these  Regulations  are  duly  executed  ;  while,  from  the 
Havana,  I  receive  information,  such  as  is  contained  in  the  accompanying  Papers, 
which  places  the  present  deplorable  condition  of  the  emancipated  negroes  beyond 
the  possibility  of  a  doubt. 

But  hopeless  as  the  case  seems  to  be,  one  course  still  remains  open,  by  the 
adoption  of  which  these  negroes  may  at  length  obtain  the  good  treatment  and 
complete  freedom  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  which  it  seems  impossible  to 
secure  to  them  as  long  as  they  remain  in  an  Island  where  slavery  is  still  permiMed, 
and  where  the  authority  of  the  Spanish  Government  is  set  at  nought  and  flsre- 
garded  in  all  that  relates  to  the  Slave  Trade. 

You  will,  therefore,  state  to  the  Spanish  Government,  that  Great  Britain  is 
willing  to  relieve  the  Island  of  Cuba  from  the  burthen  of  these  negroes,  by 
removing  them,  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  to  the  British  Colonies,  where, 
under  the  protection  of  the  British  law  and  among  freed-men  of  their  own  colour, 
they  will  run  no  risk  either  of  being  treated  as  slaves,  or  of  relapsing  into  a  state 
of  slavery,  through  the  bad  faith  and  cupidity  of  the  slave-owners,  ro  whose  care 
they  must  unavoidably  be  committed  under  the  system  at  present  in  force  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba. 

I  am,  &c. 
G.  W.  F.  Filliers,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.  S^c. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  14. 
Mr.  Siephem  to  Mr.  Backhmm. 
Sir,  Dcvonmg-street^  22d  June  1837. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  tcansmit  to  you  herewith,  for  the  informatioo  of  Visomt 
Palmerston,  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Havana,  dated  the  28th  April,  representing  the  treatolipt, 
by  the  Spanish  Authorities  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  of  those  captured  Africans  who  were  liberated  by 
the  Court  of  Mixed  Commiaaion  before  the  late  Treaty  with  Sftoin  fo^  the  Sappression  of  the  Sl«?e 
Trade  came  into  operation ;  and  I  am  to*  state  that,  if  Viscount  PaUnerston  should  think  it  r^t  to  act 
upon  the  suggestion  contained  in  this  Letter,  and  propose  to  the  Spanish  Government  to  relieve  itfinom 
the  burthen  of  the  negroes  referred  to.  Lord  Qlenetg  anticipates  no  difficulty  in  providing  for  them  in 
the  British  Colonies. 

I  have,  &c. 
/.  Backhouse,  Esq.  (Signed)  JAMES  STEPHEN. 

Sfc.        Sfc.  •♦ 

Sub-Enclosure  in  No.  14.  * 

^  Extract  of  a  Letter,  dated  Havana,  2Bth  April,  1887. 

Though  the  negroes  emancipated  previously  to  the  operation  of  the  New  Treaty  do  not  come  within 
the  sphere  of  my  duties,  in  the  hope  that  some  steps  may  be  taken  to  rescue  them  from  their  lament- 
able situation,  I  venture  to  make  known  to  your  Lordship  the  state  in  whidi  they  are. 

They  have  lapsed  into  hopeless  slavery,  unless  hope  there  be  (or  them  in  the  intefffi^ence,  strong  and 
speedy,  of  the  Government  which  rescued  them  fiN)ip  slavery,  and  trusted  their  liberty  to  the  &ith  ef 
this  Government  The  remnant  of  the  many  thousands  of  these  poor  people  who  are  now  alive  in  this 
Island  would  actually  be  benefited  by  the  terms  of  common  slavery ;  so  great  are  the  hardships  they 
suffer  from  the  contempt  and  hatred  in  which  they  are  held,  strange  to  say,  bo^  i^  the  daves  and  by 
theii*  masters.  The  latter,  to  whom  they  are  hired  by  the  Governor,  have  no  interest,  no  life  interest  in 
their  health  and  strength,  and  consequently  of  their  comforts.  Their  interest  is  in  a  given  time  to  get 
out  of  these  emancipados,  as  they  are  called  ip  mockery,  the  greatest  possible  quantity  ^  labour  that 
may  fall  short  of  producing  death  during  the  term  of  their  service. 

The  Spaniards  now  say  the  New  l>eaty  put  all  matters  relating  to  it  on  a  new  footing ;  that  it 
provided  only  for  negroes  liberated  since  its  operation,  consequently,  the  others  are  taken  out  of  the 
power  of  the  Commissioners  ;  nay,  are  beyond  the  care  of  the  British  Government.  The  consequence 
is,  the  mere  form  which  the  Governor  formerly  went  throu^^,  at  stated  times,  of  inspecting  the  eman- 
cipados is,  done  away  with.  An  advertisement  appears  at  the  usual  period  of  inspection,  cdling  on  the 
employers  of  the  emancipados  to  produce  them ;  and  certificates  of  death,  disease,  and  distance  from 
the  Havana,  suffice  for  the  UKK-kery  of  this  ceremony.  The  Governor  no  longer  affects  to  distribute 
them  without  profit ;  he  now  sells  their  services  openly,  for  terms  varying  from  5  to  15  years,  for  sums 
from  5  to  15  ounces,  under  the  name  of  a  voluntary  contribution  towards  the  completion  of  the  public 
works;  and  on  such  terms  a  Mining  Company,  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  has  lately  procured  a  number  of 
these  unfortiuiate  slaves,  called  emancipados,  to  work  their  mines. 

The  practice,  whenever  a  bond-fide  slave  dies  in  the  possession  of  an  Owner  holding  emancipados, 
being  to  represent  in  their  Returns,  the  death  of  one  of  the  latter,  when  the  other  has  taken  pkkce,  it 
follows-that  temporary  slavery ^iierally  becomes  perpetual ;  and  where  the  Governor  has  the  power 
and  the  will  to  prevent  that  pB«etice,  one  period  of  servitude  has  no  sooner  elapsed  than  he  hires  them 
out  anew  ;  and  a  change  of  masters  only  leads  to  new  and  sevofer  claims  on  labour.  In  short,  my 
Lord,  in  every  respect  the  emancipados  are  infinitely  worse  off  than  other  slaves. 

Where  there  is  so  strong  a  desire  in  our  Colonies  for  the  introduotion  of  negro  labourers,  and  little 
doubt  of  the  willingness  of  the  Colonists  to  pay  fV  the  expenses  of  their  removal,  I  would  venture  to 
suggest,  whether  an  application  to  the  Spanish  Ctovemment  might  net  be  attended  with  some  good 
effect,  proposing  to  relieve  them  of  the  bnrtben  of  those  hberated  negroes,  and  to  remove  them  to  sucii 
of  our  Colonies  as  might  be  prepared  to  receive  them  on  the  proposed  terms.  If  the  applicatk>n  failod, 
it  would  deprive  the  Spaniards  of  their  great  argun[ient  for  the  ill  treatment  these  poor  people  receive, 
•—that  they  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  them  ; — and  it  would  show  the  Authorities  here  that  the 
British  Government  has  not  lost  sight  of  these  people. 

I  have,  ^c. 
/.  Backhouse,  JCsq.  (Signed)  R.  B.  MADDEN. 

Sfc.        Sfc, 


No.  15. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  ViUiers. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  ^th  August,  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  and  of  its  Enclosures,  which 
have  been  received  from  the  Colonial  Office,  respecting  certain  British  negroes^ 
who,  it  is  supposed,  are  detained  as  slaves  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico, 

From  the  evidence,  contained  irtfthe  depositions  enclosed  in  this  Letter,  it  would 
appear,  that,  about  the  year  1832,  19  British  slaves  were  removed  from  Anguilia 
to  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas,  and  were  there  sold,  and  that  of  this  number  14  were 
transferred  to  Porto  Rico. 

In  1836  His  Majesty's. ship  Vestal,  Captain  Jones,  was  employed  to  visit  St. 
Thomas  and  Porto  Rico,  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  such  British  negroes^  as 
might  be  found  on  these  Islands. 

In  the  Danish  Island  he  experienced  no  difficulty,  in  eflFecting  the  fre^om  of  the 
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British  subjects  there  held  in  slavery ;  but  at  Porto  Rico  no  satisfactory  result 
attended  Captain  Jones's  efforts ;  and  the  accompanying  Extracts  of  Reports  made 
by  that  Officer  give  reason  to  believe,  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  recoveiing 
these  negroes,  except  by  the  direct  interference  of  the  Spanish  Government  in 
th^r  behalf. 

I  have  therefore  to  desire^  that  you  will  communicate  to  the  Spanish  Government, 
the  Papers  enclosed  in  this  Despatch,  and  request  that  peremptory  orders  may  be 
issued  to  the  Authorities  of  Porto  Rico,  to  cause  a  strict  search  to  be  set  on  fbot^ 
not  only  for  the  14  negroes  named  in  the  depositions,  but  for  any  others,  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who  may  be  held  in  slavery  in  that  Island ;  and  to  lend 
all  the  aid  in  their  power  to  such  Officers  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  as  may  be 
employed  tf^  procure  for  these  individuals  the  enjoyment  of  those  privileges  as 
free  men^  to  which  they  are  entitled  in  their  capacity  of  subjects  of  Her  Majesty. 

I  am,  &c. 
G.  W.  F.  FilUers,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTQN. 

Sfc.  8fc. 

Ill  -  •■  - -  ■  - 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  15. 

Mr,  Stephen  to  Mr,  Backhotise, 
Sir,  Downing-streety  bth  June,  1837.     - 

With  reference  to  yonr  Letter  of  the  5ih  November,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  such 
specific  and  particalar  information  respecting  the  British  negroes  said  to  be  detained  as  slaves  in  Porto 
Rico,  as  may  enable  Viscount  Palmerston  to  address  the  Spanish  Government  on  the  subject  with 
efiect ;  I  am  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  transmit  to  you,  for  his  Lordship's  information,  the  enclosed 
Copien  of  diKiositions  taken  before  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  and  Common  Pleas 
in  the  Island  of  Anguilla,  on  the  25th  March,  1835.  The  deponents  are  described  by  Mr.  So^fAgr- 
Creneral  Claxton.in  a  Letter  to  JSir  E.  Murray  Macgregor,  as  consisting  of  those  persons  in  Anpnila 
who  kiiew  the  slaves  that  were  removed  to  St.  lliomas  s,  and  who  could  give  evidence  of  their  subse- 
quent disposal." 

These  depositions  contain  positive  evidence  that  a  nmnber  of  British  slaves  (19  in  ail)  have  been 
trmfetred  from  AngniUa  to  91.  Thomas's ;  have  been  sdd  in  the  latter  Island,  and  subsequently 
removed  from  it ;  and  are  beHtved  to  Inve  been  transferred  to  Porto  Rico. 

No  opportunity  having  been  offered  of  examining  persons  resident  in  Borto  Rico,  it  is,  of  course, 
impossiUe  to  prove,  by  the  dvect  testimony  of  eye-witnesses,  that  these  British  negroes  are  now  to  be 
found  there,  or  even  that  they  ever  actually  arrived.  But  in  the  case  of  the  greater  number  of  them, 
yne  have  posit! v«  evidence  thai,  after  having  been  sold  in  St,  Thomas's,  they  were  seen  to  go  on  board 
veMels  bearing  Spanish  cdours,  which  were  understood  to  be  bound  for  Porto  Rico.  Of  these,  only 
one  has  yet  been  discovered  and  restored. 

Lord  Glenelg  trusts  that  the  Spanish  Government  may  be  induced,  on  the  strength  of  this  informa- 
tion, to  give  such  peremptory  orders  to  the  Captain-General  of  Porto  Rico  as  may  ensure  the  resti- 
tution of  these  persons,  if  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  Island. 

I  have   oLC 
J.  Backhouse,  Esq.  (Signed)  JAMES  STEPHEN. 

10$. . 

Sub-Enclosure  in  No.  15.  , 

(Copy.)  -     No.  1. 

Before  the  Honourable  Joseph  King  Wattley,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  and 

Common  Pleas  in  the  Island  of  Anguilla. 

PBaBONA.LLT  appeared  Benjamin  Hanagan,  Joseph  Gumbs,  and  London  Ryrie,  who,  being  respec- 
tively sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  severally  make  oath  and  say, — 

And,  first,  Benjamin  Hauagan  saith,  that  he  went  to  St.  Thomas  in  the  schooner  **  Deborah," 
nearly  S  years  ago ;  that  a  slave  named  Isaac,  the  property  of  William  Derrick,  went  in  the  same 
vessel ;  that  he  worked  with  Isaac,  as  slaves,  at  a  large  fire-praof  house  belonging  to  Mr.  I^unce, 
and  shortly  Isaac  was  sold  by  the  late  Mr.  Benjamin  Gumbs  to  Mr.  Capp^,  the  Vendue  Master ;  that 
Mr.  Capp^  aflerwards  sold  Isaac  to  Mr.  Lane,  and  he  was  shipped,  as  he  believes,  to  Porto  Rico. 

Secondly,  Joseph  Gumbs  saith  that  he  knows  Isaac  was  brought  from  Anguilla  to  St.  Thomas  in 
the  schooner  *•  Deborah  ;'*  that  he  was  sold  to  Mr.  Cappt?,  and  afterwards  sent  to  Pbrto  Rico. 

Lastly,  London  Ryrie  saith  that  he  knows  Mr.  Cappt$  bought  Isaac,  having  seen  him  working  for 
him  as  his  slave,  and  knows  that  he  was  sold  at\erwards  to  Mr.  Lnne,  and  subsequently,  as  he  heard 
and  believes,  was  sent  to  Porto  Rico. 

his 
4.  (Signed;  BENJAMIN  x   HANAGAN. 

mark. 

his 
(Signed)  JOSEPH   X   GUMBS. 

mark, 
his 
(Signed)  LONDON   X  RYRIE. 

marie  ** 

Sworn  before  me,  the  same  being  first  read  over  and  explained  Ifl^e  deponents,  this  25th  day  of 
Mar^,  1885.  "^ 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  K.  WATTLEY, 

Chief  Justice, 

C2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


12  SPAIN. 

No.  2. 

Before,  &c. 

Personally  appeared  BenjamiB  Hanagan,  Roeey^and  Richard  Carter,  who,  being  respectively  sworn 
on  the  Holy  EYangelists  of  Almighty  God,  respectively  make  oath  and  say, — 

And,  first,  the  said  Benjamin  Hanagan  saith  that  Richard,  a  native 'slave  of  Anguilla,  was  taken  to 
St  Thomas  by  Peter  O'Boyle,  since  deceased,  and  there  sold  to  Mr.  Da  Costa,  who  subsequently 
sent  him  to  Porto  Rico;  that  deponent  frequently  saw  him  iathe  service  of  Mr.  Da  Costa;  and  that 
the  day  before  he  sailed  for  Porto  Rico  he  shook  hands  with  deponent,  and  told  him,  that  as  he  had 
no  friends  at  St.  Thomas  to  assist  him  to  escape,  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  go  to  Porto  Rico  with 
Mr.  Da  Costa. 

Secondly,  the  said  Rosey  saith  that  Richard  was  taken  l^  his  deceased  master,  Peter  O'Boyle,  to 
St.  Thomas,  in  the  ^  Deborah,"  at  the  same  time  that  deponent  went  there ;  knows  that  he  was  sold 
to  Mr.  Da  Costa,  but  only  heard  that  he  was  subsequently  sent  to  Porto  Rico. 

Lastly,  Richard  Carter  deposeth  that  he  has  seen  Richard,  formerly  the  property  of  Mr.  O'Boyle, 
frequently  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Da  Costa  at  St  Thomas. 

(Signed)  BENJAMIN  x   HANAGAN 

mark. 

(Signed)  RICHARD  X  CARTER. 

mark. 

hti 
(Signed)  ROSEY.  x 

mask. 

Sworn  before,  &c,  25th  day  of  March,  1835. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  K.  WATfLEY, 

Chief  Justice. 


No.  8. 

Before,  Ac 

Personally  appeared  Frankey,  George  Gumbs,  and  William  Gumbs,  who,  being  respectively  sworn 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  severally  make  oath  and  say, — 

And,  first  the  said  Frankey  saith  that  Mingo,  a  slave  in  Anguilla  of  Mr.  William  Gumbs,  went  to 
St.  Thomas  in  the  same  vessel  vrith  this  deponent,  and  was  sold  by  him  before  deponent  lefi  St. 
Thomas,  and  sent  to  Porto  Rico. 

Secondly,  George  Gumbs  saith  that  he  knew  Mingo  in  St  Thomas,  and  that  he  was  sold  and  sent 
to  Porto  Rico,  but  does  not  know  to  whom  he  was  sold. 

Lastly,  William  Gumbs  saith  that  he  knew  Mingo  in  St.  Thomas ;  that  he  was  sold  to  a  coloured 

person  named  Da  Costa,  in  whose  employmuit  he  saw  him  frequently  working,  and  was  present  on 

the  wharf  when  the  said  Mingo  was  shipped  by  Da  Costa  in  his  own  schooner,  the  "  Chuaico  Blanco^'' 

to  Porto  Rico. 

her 

(Signed)  FRANKEY.  x 

mark. 

hill 
(Signed)  GEORGE   X   GUMBS. 

mark, 
his 
(Signed)  WILLIAM   X  GUMBS. 

mark. 

Sworn,  &C,,  25th  March,  1835. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  K.  WATTLEY, 

Chief  Justice. 


No.  4. 


Personally  appeared  Joseph  Gumbs  and  Frankey,  who,  being  respectively  duly  sworn  upon  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  severally  make  oath  and  say, — 

And,  first,  the  said  Joseph  Gumbs  saith  that  he  knew  Adam,  the  slave  of  Mr.  William  Pitt  Hodge, 
in  Anguilla,  and  saw  his  master,  the  said  William  Pitt  Hodge,  trying  to  sell  the  said  Adam  at  St. 
Thomas;  and  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he,  after  the  said  Adam  was  sold,  saw  him  go  on  board 
a  vessel  bound  to  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico. 

Secondly,  Frankey  saith,  that  when  at  St.  Thomas,  she  saw  the  said  Adam  taken  by  two  of  the 
Police  down  to  the  King's  Wharf,  and  who,  in  a  small  boat,  conveyed  them  on  board  of  a  Porto  Rko 

vessel. 

hifl 

(Signed)  JOSEPH   X   GUMB& 

mark. 

her 
(Signed)  J'RANKEY.   X 

mark. 


Sworn,  &c.,this  25th  March,  1885. 


-I»# 


(Signed)  JOSEPH  K.  WATTLEY, 

Chief  Justice. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  13 

No.  6. 
Before,  &c. 

Personally  appeared  Frankej  Carter,  «Roeey,  George  Onmba,  and  London  Ryrie,  wbo^  being 
respectively  sworn  on  the  Holy  EvangeKsts  of  Almighty  God,  severally  make  oath  an4  say, — 

And,  first,  Frankey  Carter  soith  tbAt  while  she  was  In  St.  Thomas,  about  8  yean  ago,  she  saw  there 
Dinah  and  her  8  children,  slaves  of  Ang^lla,  belonging  to  Mr.  William  Pitt  Hodge ;  they  had  been  sold 
by  him  at  St.  Thomas ;  they  were  working  as  slaves  for  their  Owners,  whose  names  deponent  does 
not  know. 

Secondly,  Rosey  saith  she  saw  Dinah  and  her  8  children  at  St  Thomas  ;  knows  that  they  were 
sent  to  Porto  Rico,  as  she  shook  hands  with  Dinah  the  day  she  went  away ;  her  Owner  in  St.  Thomas, 
as  this  deponent  believes,  was  a  Miss  Charlotte. 

Thirdly,  George  Gumbs  saith  that  he  knew  Dinah  and  her  8  children,  and  saw  them  at  St.  Thomas ; 
they  were  brought  from  Santa  Cruz  by  Mr.  William  Pitt ;  deponent  passed  by  the  Vendue  Office  just 
after  they  were  sold  at  Vendue,  and  met  them  going  down  the  street  below  tlW  Big  Market,  with  the 
person  who  had  just  purchased  them,  whose  name  deponent  did  not  know ;  he  saw  Mr.  William  Pitt 
Hodge  immediately  afler  at  the  Vendue  Office,  and  understood  he  had  just  sold  them. 

Fourthly,  London  Ryrie  saith  that  he  was  present  when  Dinah  and  her  8  children  were  sold  at 
auction,  in  presence  of  Audley,  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  William  Pitt  Hodge  in  St  Thomas. 

hn 
(Signed)  FRANKEY  x  CARTER. 

mark. 

her 
(Signed)  ROSEY.   X 

mark. 

hit 
(Signed)  GEORGE  x   GUMBS. 

mark. 

bit 
(Signed)  LONDON   x  RYRIE. 

mark. 

Sworn,  &c,  the  25th  March,  1885. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  K.  WATTLEY, 

Chief  Justice^ 


No,  6. 
Before,  &c 


Personally  appeared  Joseph  Gumbs,*  Georg-e  Gumbs,  and  William  Gumbs,  free  persons,  who  being 
respeciively  sworn  on  the  Holy  EvAngelists  of  Almighty  God,  severally  make  oath  and  say,*^ 

First,  Joseph  Gumbs  saith  that  he  knew  Tom  in  Anguilla,  the  slave  of  Mr.  Fleming,  and  has  seen 
liim  frequently  at  St.  Thomas  working  as  a  slave,  but  not  with  Mr.  Fleming ;  deponent  left  him  there 
in  May  last ;  does  not  know  his  Owner. 

Secondly,  George  Gumbs  saith  that  he  knew  Tom  in  Anguilla,  and  saw  him  at  St.  Thomas,  he 
was  sold  to  a  person  in  the  country,  whose  name  deponent  does  not  know. 

Lastly,  William  Gumbs  saith  that  he  knew  Tom  in  St.  Thomas  as  a  slave,  but  does  not  know  the 
name  of  his  master :  he  attempted  to  make  his  escape  to  Tortola,  but  was  bi  ought  back,  and  was  sub* 
sequently  sent,  as  this  deponent  heard,  to  Porto  Rico. 

'  his 

(Signed)  JOSEPH   x  GUMBS. 

mark, 
hit 
(Signed)  GEORGE  X  GUMBS. 

mark. 

hit 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  x   GUMBS. 

mark. 

Sworn,  &c.,  thm  25th  March  1885. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  K.  WAITLEY, 

Chief  Justice, 


No.  7. 
Before,  &c 


Personally  appeared  George  Gumbs  and  William  Gumbs,  who  being  respectively  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  Gc^,  severally  make  oath  and  say, — 

And  first,  the  said  George  Gumbs  saith  that  he  wp.s  formerly  the  slave  of  Benjamin  Gumbs,  Esq., 
deceased,  and  accompanied  bis  late  master  and  his  family  as  a  free  person  from  Anguilla  to  St  Thomas, 
but  on  his  arrival  there,  he  was  hired  out  by  him,  and  treated  as  a  slave  by  the  family  until  his  return 
to  Anguilla ;  he  knows  that  Jeannette  and  Abraham,  Esther  and  iter  son  Jack,  Bella,  Eve,  and  Adam, 
were  sold  afler  the  death  of  Mr.  Gumbs,  and  were,  with  the  exception  of  Abndiam  and  Adam,  sent  to 
Porto  Rko  ;  Abraham  was  sold  to  Mr.  French,  but  deponent  does  not  know  the  name  of  the  person 
to  whom  Adam  was  sold,  but  left  them  both  at  St.  Thomas.  Deponent  heard  ^m  Harriet,  a  fellow- 
servant,  that  one  evening  the  police  had  taken  the  above-mentioned  slaves,  who  were  sent  to  Porto 
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Rico,  and  locked  them  up  in  a  room  in  Mr.  Gumbs's  house  until  the  next  morning,  when  they  were 
shipped. 

Secondly,  William  Gumbs  saith  that  he  knows  the  slaves  above-mentioned  to  have  been  sold  by 
Mrs.  Gumbs,  the  widow  of  the  late  Benjamin  Gumbs,  at  St.  Thomas.    Adam  was  sold  to  a  Monsieur  « 

Hanks,  who  keepB-a  spirit  shop  near  the  butcher's  stall  in  St.  Thomas,  and  who  put  him  as  an  ap-  j 

prentice  to  a  cigar-maker;  deponent  saw  two  of  the  police  go  down  in  a  bumb-boath  with  Jeannette,  1 

James,  Esther,  Luke,  Bella,  and  Eve,  and  sWp  them  from  Mr.  Tapshire's  wharf,  on  board  a  shallop 
belonging  to  Crab  Island,  from  whence  deponent  heard  that  they  were  sent  to  Porto  Rico.  This  de- 
ponent was  informed,  that  a  Mr.  Monsanter  paid  Mr.  Gumbs  the  money  for  them. 

hii 
(Signed)  GEORGE   x  GUMBS. 

-.   ^  ma^k. 

his 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  x   GUMBS. 

mark. 
Sworn,  &c ,  this  25th  March  1835.  .^ 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  K.  WATTLEY.  ^ 

Chief  Justice. 


No.  8. 

'  Before,  &c. 

Personally  appeared  VToJet  Gumbs,  Bitotol  Gumbs,  and  Joseph  Brooks,,  who,  being  respectively  j^ 

duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  make  oath  and  say, —  ^^ 

First,  the  said  Violet  Gumbs  saith  that  her  son  Andrew  asked  his  master.  Doctor  Hodge,  to  allow 
him,  the  said  Andrew,  to  go  to  St.  Thomas  to  work  for  himself,  which  request  was  acceded  to  by  the 
said  Doctor  Hodge,  who  also  told  deponent  that  Mr.  Morrison,  of  St.  Thomas,  was  his  attorney,  and 
thaA  he,  the  said  Doctor  Hodge,  had  put  the  said  Andrew  under  the  said  Mr.  Morrison's  charge ; 
and  deponent  saith  that  she  was  told  by  the  said  Mr.  Morrison  himself,  in  St.  Thomas,  that  some 
time  ago  the  said  Andrew  was  sold,  and  sent  to  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico ;  that  the  said  Doctor 
Hodge  had  sent  a  power  of  attorney  to  him,  the  said  Mr.  Morrison,  authorizing  him  to  sell  the  said 
Andrew ;  that  the  said  Doctor  Hodge  had  got  400  dollars  for  him,  and  that  deponent  never  would  see 
the  said  Andrew  again.  And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  she  has  received  from  Minnah  Fat" 
terson,  of  St  Thomas,  a  Letter,  in  which  she  mentions  that  she  had  heard  of  her  son  Andrew  at  the 
Island  of  Porto  Rico,  and  that  he  was  only  allowed  2  hours  to  sleep  was  worked  day  and  night,  and 
on  Sunday  also. 

Secondly,  Bristol  Gumbs  saith  that  he  went  with  Andrew  to  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico;  thatthey^ 
were  both  hired  by  Mr.  Bodaige  to  work  on  his  estate,  called  Isidore  Platello  Town,  and  that,  afteiw 
they  had  been  in  Porto  Rico  some  time,  the  police  took  deponent  and  Andrew,  and  placed  them  in 
confinement.     And  this  deponent  Airther  saith,  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  sent  back  to  St.  Thomap, 
when  he  heard  Mr.  Morrison  say  that  Andrew  was  sold  by  him  at  Porto  Rico. 

Thirdly,  Joseph  Brooks  saith  that  Andrew  Gumbs  was  usually  hired  out  with  deponent  in  St, 
Thomas ;  that  he  knows  of  his,  meaning  the  said  Andrew,  going  to  Porto  Rico,  and  that  he,  thii 
deponent,  has  since  heard  that  he  was  sokl  there. 

his 
(Signed)  VIOLET  X  GUMBS. 

mark, 
hta 
(Signed)  BRISTOL   x  GUMBS. 

mark* 

-v  his 

(Signed)  JOSEPH   x    BROORES. 

mark. 
Sworn  before,  &c.,  25th  March,  1835. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  K.  WATTLEY, 

Chief  Jiatici. 


%o.  18. 
Before,  &c 

Personally  appeared  Benjamin  Hanagan,  Joseph  Gumbs,  Samuel  Desbores,  Frankey,  and  George 
Gumbs,.  who,  being  respectively  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  severally  make 
oath  and  say,  and,— ^  -.v 

First,  Benjamin  Hanagan  saith  that  he  knows  Billy,  belonging  formerly  to  Belasse  Desbores,  and 
Gift  his  brother,  both  native  staves  of  Anguilla,  who  were  taken  to  St.  Thomas,  and  sold  there.  Gift 
was  sold  to  a  resident  at  St.  Thomas,  whose  name  deponent  Ales  not  recollect.  Billy  was  sold  by 
Mr.  Belasse,  and  deponent  saw  him  working  with^^hackles  on  his  feet  in  St.  Thomas,  and  aflerwarda 
saw  him  from  the  King's  ^harf  go  on  board  a  vessel  which  had  Spanish  colours,  bound  to  Porto 
Rico.  i». 

Secondly,  Joseph  Gumbs  saith  that'he  knows  Billy  and  Gifl,  slaves  of  Anguilla,  and  that  they  were 
a  abort  time  ago  sold  at  St«  Thomas— -Gift  to  a  resident  there ;  and  that  Billy  was  sold  by  Mr. 
Belasse,  and  went  to  Porto  Rbo. 

Thirdly,  Samuel  Desbores  saith  that  he  was  at  St.  Thomas  when  Billy  arrived  there  with  Mr. 
Balaise ;  saw.  him  taken  £rom  the  chain  gang  and  go  on  board  a  vessel  with  Spanish  colours  bound 
to  Porto  Rico. 

Fourthly,  Frankey  saith  that  Billy  and  Gifl  went  firom  Ang^Ila  in-  the  same  vessel  with  this  depo- 
nent to  St.  Thomas,  and  were  taken  by  Mr.  Belasse  and  Mr.  Benjamhi  Gumbs,  and  were  sold  there* 
This  deponent  left  Gift  at  St.  Thomas,  but  Billy  was  sold  at  Porto  Rico. 
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FiflUy,  Geei^  Owmbs  Mkh  tlMt  lie  kaows  Billy  and  aift ;  ^  kiUer  wm  sold  to  Mr.  Dochedra, 
•ad  was  at  St.  Thomas  wfaco  depoMHt  left  there.  Billy  wen  taken  by  Mr.  BeJMBC  to  Porto  Rko. 
Deponeat  hea^d  Mr.  Belaese  tell  Billy  whea  he  was  werlchig  iu  the  ehala  .gatig  to  get  ready  to  go  to 
Barto  Rioo,  aad  saw  than  goon  board  a  vessel  with  Spanish  edauM. 

his 
(Signed) 


T^' 


Sworn  before,  fte. 


(Sigaed) 
(Signed) 
(Signed) 
(Signed) 


BENJAMIN   X  HANAGAN. 

leark. 

hii 
JOS^il   X  GUMB& 

nsilb 
hU 
fiAMUttli  X  DESBOBES. 

nxwk. 
her 
FRANKEY.  x 
mark. 

hi9 
GfiORGE   X  GUMBS. 

mark. 

JOSEPH  K.  WATTLEY, 

Chief  Justice. 


No.  1^. 
Before,  &c. 

Personally  appeared  Joseph  Gumbs,  Rosey,  and  William  Gumbs,  who,  being  respectively  duly 
sworn,  make  oath  and  say,  and, — 

First,  the  said  Joseph  Gumbs  saiih  that  he  knew  Pompey,  Hester  Pyor,  and  Mingo,  and  saw  them 
frequently  in  St.  Thomas ;  that  Pbmpey  and  Hester  were  the  slaves  of  one  Mr.  Ritchie,  of  St 
Thomas,  and  saw  them  frequently  in  that  Island  ;  that  Pyor  was  sold  to  Mr.  Da  Costa,  of  St.  Thomas, 
and  that  Miugo  was  sold  in  that  Island  ;  but  deponent  does  not  remember  the  name  of  his  purchaser. 

Seeondly,  the  said  Rosey  saith  that  she  knqws  the  above-named  slaves ;  that  Pompey  and  Heater 
were  the  ehv^es  of  Mr.  Ritchie ;  that  Poyer  was  sold  to  Mr.  Da  Costa  in  St  Thomas,  and  was  sent  to 
Porto  RicQ ;  and  that  Mingo  was  sold  to  a  person  in  St  Thomas,  whose  name  deponent  does  not  re- 
collect 

Thirdly,  William  Gumbs  saith  that  he  knew  Pompey,  Hester  Pyor,  and  Mingo,  in  St.  Thomas ; 
.  tliat  he  <xften  saw  Pompey  and  Hester  working  as  the  slaves  of  Mr.  Ritchie ;  that  he  knows  that 
<3Pyor  was  sold  by  Mr.  Peter  Adolphus  Hodge  to  one  Mr.  Da  Costa,  of  St.  Thomas  ;  that  deponent 
heard  this  from  Pyor  himself  and  the  grandson  of  Mr.  Da  Costa ;  and  this  depgnent  further  saith  that 
he  was  working  in  the  yard  of  Mr.  Da  Costa,  vtrhen  he  saw  Pyor  carried  on  board  a  Spanish  vessel 
named  *'  Chuaico  Blanco;'*^  that  he  saw  the  vessel  sail  out  from  the  harbour  under  Spanish  colours, 
and  that  Pyor  told  deponent  that  she  was  about  to  be  taken  to  Porto  Rico ;  and  this  deponent  further 
saith  that  he  knows  that  Mingo  was  sold  in  St.  Thomas,  but  does  not  recollect  the  name  of  his  pur- 
chaser, and  that  be  saw^the  said  Mingo  working  for  his  master  after  Mr.  Peter  Adolphus  Hodge  had 
left  St  Thomas. 

kis 
(Signed)  JOSEPH   x   GUMBS. 

mark. 

her 
(Signed)  ROSEY.   x 

mark. 

hi. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  X   GUMBS. 

mark. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  K.  WAITLEY, 

Chief  Justice* 


Sworn,  ^.,  this  25th  March,  1835. 


Second  Enclosure  fii  No.  15. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Jones  to  Sir  E.  J.  Murray  Maogregor, 

«*  VesiaT*  at  Sea,  im  Jtme,  1^6. 

*'  I  NtoqisnED  on  the  2&th  to  St.  Juan  di  Porto  Rico,  off  which  place  I  arrived  the  folkiwing  day , 
but  when  I  landed  to  pay  my  respects  to  the  Captain-General,  I  had  the  mortification  to  dnd  that  he 
was  ahsent  on  a  tour  in  a  distant  part  of  the  Island,  and  that  the  time  of  his  return  was  uncertain ; 
though  the  Lieutenant-Governor  expected  him  soon,  and  even  in  a  few  days.  It  was  in  vain,  how- 
ever, that  I  endeavoured  to  engage  this  functionary  in  any  discussion  6n  the  business  of  my  mission. 
He  professed  his  total  inability  to  enter  into  any  afiWr  of  the  kind  in  the  absence  of  the  Captain- 
General,  nor  could  I  persuade  him  to  refer  to  any  Register  of  Secretary  for  the  result  of  those  inquuries 
which  my  Instructions  led  me  to  suppose  had  been  instituted  last  year,  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
British  negroes  in  Porto  Rico.  The  most  I  could  obtain  was  a  promise  that  any  letter  which  I  thought 
fit  to  write  to  the  Captain-General  should  be  immediately '^'forwarded  to  him  by  express.  I  therefore 
wrote  the  Letter  (No.  1.)  which  was  sent  with  your  Excellency's  Letter  addressed  to  the  Captain- 
General. 

••  I  had  promised  to  return  for  an  answer  in  8  days,  and  T  arrived  punctually  off  St  Jean  de  Porto 
Rico  on  the  2d  June,  and  sent  a  Lieutenant  on  shore  with  a  Letter  (No.  2.)  addressed  to  the  Cap- 
tain-General. His  Excellency  was  still  absent,  and  was  not  now  expected  to  return  under  14  days. 
He  was  said  to  be  at  Ponce,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Island,  and  thither  I  resolved  to  proceed  imme- 
diately in  quest  of  him ;  but  on  the  1st  Ju^e  I  received  intelligence  which  materially  affected  my  own 
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position,  and  induced  me  to  change  my  plans.  By  this  time  I  had  seen  good  reason  to  fear  that  the 
success  of  my  mission  at  PoKo  Rico  was  doabtful  at  best,  and  would  probably  be  attended  with  much 
delay ;  for  though  the  Spaniards  made  an  outward  show  of  cold  civility,  I  could  by  no  means  tedcon 
upon  the  cordial  co-operation  which  I  received  from  the  Danish  Authorities,  and  without  which  no 
favourable  result  could  be  expected.  There  was  room  to  apprehend  that,  when  I  could  no  longer  he 
amused  and  kept  from  an  interview  with  the  Captain-General,  difficulties  would  be  made  as  to  the 
terms  on  which  the  liberation  of  the  slaves  would  be  agreed  to.  As  I  bad  now  obtained  iA  insight  into 
the  high  value  that  was  placed  upon  slaves  in  Porto  Rico,  I  began  to  foresee  that  very  serious  obstacles  to 
my  success  might  arise  firom  that  source,  I  therefore  deemed  it  advisable  to  profit  by  the  delays  occa- 
sioned by  the  uncertain  movements  of  the  Captain-General,  to  arrive  at  a  clear  preliminary  under- 
standing with  him,  as  to  the  footing  on  which  we  should  treat  for  the  redemption  of  the  slaves  within 
his  Government ;  with  this  view  I  addressed  to  him  the  Letter  No.  3,  which  I  hope  your  Excellency 
will  approve  of,  in  as  far  as  I  have  ventured  to  make  use  of  your  name." 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  15. 

.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Jone$  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Peter  Halkett,  G,C.H, 

His  Majesty's  ship  *•  Vestal"  at  Sea,  I6th  July,  1836. 
"  Btrr  at  Porto  Rico,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Captain-General  from  the  seat  of  Government,  no 
satisfactory  progress  was  made,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  no  other  result  will  be  obtained  in 
that  Island,  except  by  virtue  of  a  Royal  Order  from  Spain ;  the  grounds  of  this  belief,  and  the  details 
are  fully  set  forth  in  the  Letter  which,  under  Sir  George  Cockbum's  Instructions,  I  addre^ed  to  Sir 
Evan  J.  Murray  M'Gregor,  and  to  the  Copy  of  which,  enclosed,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  fur  the  state 
of  the  business,  as  far  as  it  came  under  my  management."  * 

No.  16. 

Viscount  Pahnerston  to  Mr.  VilUers. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  \Qth  August,  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  your  Despatch^  marked  Slave 
Trade,  of  the  18th  June  last,  enclosing  the  Translation  of  a  Note  addressed  to  you 
by  M.  Calatrava,  ,in  explanation  of  the  delay  in  the  enactment  of  a  4aw  for  the 
punishment  of  Spanish  subjects  convicted  of  being  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

This  delay  is  attributed  by  M.  Calatrava  to  the  necessity  of  obtaining  the  con- 
currence of  the  Cortes  to  the  promulgation  of  any  new  penal  law ;  and  I  have 
therefore  to  instruct  you  to  urge  the  Spanish  Government,  to  propose  the  law  in 
question  to  the  present  Cortes  at  an  early  period^  in  order  that  time  may  bo  given 
for  its  consideration  and  adoption  by  that  body,  before  tlie  close  of  the  present 
Session. 

I  am,  &c. 
G.  W.  F.  ViUiers^  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.         Sfc.    .     Sfc. 


No.  17:    . 
Mr.  ViUiers  to  ViscotintPalmerston. --{Received  August  14.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  6th  August,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copies  and  Translations  of  a  Note,  and 
its  Enclosure,  which  I  have  received  from  M.  Calatrava  respecting  'the  form  of 
Bond  to  be  required  from  the  owners  of  vessels  entering  outwards  casks  intended 
to  contain  palm  oil. 

As  no  objection  is  made  to  the  principle  of  this  most  necessary  measure,  and 
that  there  appears  only  to  exist  a  doubt  on  the  pait  of  the  Spanish  Governraent,  as 
to  the  form  in  which  it  shall  be  carried  into  effect,  I  have  addressed  a  further  Note 
to  M.  Calatrava  upon  the  subject,  of  which  I  herewith  enclose  the  Copy  to  your 
Lordship. 

I  have,  &c.  \*-r 

(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  HoriWiscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
4re.          '*     S^c.  Sfc. 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  17. 

(Translation.)  M.  Calatrava  to  Mr.  ViUiers. 

Sir,  Madrid,  ^ih  July,  1837. 

From  the  enclosed  Copy  of  the  Reply  which  the  Minister  of  Finance  has  given  to  the  communi- 
cation which  I  made  to  him  respecting  your  request,  that  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  lOth  Article 
of  the  Treaty  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain,  concluded  in  1835,  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  that  the  Captains  of  Vessels,  who  carry  on  board  an  extraordinary  number  of  casks  or  vessels, 
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should  be  required  to  give  the  same  Certificates  and  Bonds  as  your  Government  has  ordered  should  be 
required  from  the  Captaw,of  British  Vessels;  you  will  perceive  thai  Her  Majesty's  Government  has 
no  objection  to  dispose  ffiat,  in  conformity  with  the  Spanish  law,  the  Bonds  given  as  security  by  the 
Captmns  and  Masters,  who  are  capable  of  giving  it,  should  only  bear  the  general  clause,  that-**  the  pro- 
perty which  they  comprise  remains  tied  up  as  long  as  the  Document  is  not  cancelled." 

I  have  the  honour  of  making  you  this  communication,  requesting  you  to  inform  me  if  it  is  in  confor- 
mity wilh  your  wishes,  in  which  case  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  order  the  said  determination  to  be 
published  aud  executed. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
The  BrUUh  MinisUr,  (Signed)  JOSE  M.  CALATRAVA. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  17.  ^ 

(Copy.)  Mr.  Viiliers  to  M,  Calatrava. 

Sir,  Madrid,  SUt  July,  1837. 

I  HAVE  have  the  honour  (o  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  ^ote  of  the  27th  inst., 
enclosing  the  answer  of  the  Minister  oi'  Finance,  respecting  the  form  of  Bond  to  be  required  from  the 
Owners  of  vessels  tradinfi^  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  entering  outwards  an  extraordinary  number  of  casks  to 
contain  polm  oil,  according  to  the  10th  Ariicie  of  the  Treaty  between  Gr^  Britain  and  Spain,  con- 
cluded in  1835,  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  Slave  Trade.  ' 

I  observe,  from  the  statement  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  that  no  objection  exists  to  the  a^ioption  of 
the  form  of  Bond  used  by  tlie  British  Government,  and  of  which  I  had  the  h9nour  to  enclose  to  your 
Elxcellency's  predecessor  a  translation,  in  my  Note  of  the  9t}i  of  June,  1S36,  with  the  exception  of  the 
clause  which  binds  the  heirs,  administrators,  and  executors  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  Bond.  I  have 
the  honour  to  remark  that  I  cannot  but  think  that  this  clause  has  been  misunderstood;  it  is  not  intended 
thereby,  as  is  supposed  by  the  Minister  of  Finance,  to  bind  ])ersona1!y  the  heirs,  administrators,  and 
executors  to  the  execution,  but  only  so  far  as  the  property  they  inherit  or  hold  in  deposit  will  bear  out 
the  claim  to  which  the  estate  of  the  deceased  has  been  made  liable. 

In  this  point  I  believe  the  legislation  of  the  two  countries  is  precisely  similar.  By  forwarding  to  your 
Excellency,  however,  the  forms  of  Bond  and  Certificate,  it  was  not  meant,  in  any  way,  to  insist  upon  the 
Spanish  Government  also  adopting  them,  but  simply  as  a  means  of  preserving  a  certain  uniformity 
between  the  documents  used  by  the  two  countries  in  carrying  into  effect  the  Treaty.  Any  form  which 
18  binding  upon  a  Spanish  subject,  and  thus  affords  the  security  contemplated  by  the  10th  Article  of  the 
Treaty,  will  be  satisfbctory  to  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty;  and  it  is  exceedingly  urgent 
that  that  form,  whatever  it  is,  may  be  adopted  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
sent  to  the  Mixed  Courts  of  Commission,  to  assist  them  in  coming  to  just  decisions  on  the  cases 
Inought  before  them. 

I  beg,  therefore,  to  press  upon  your  Excellency  the  propriety  of  urging  upon  the  Minister  of  Finance 
the  necessity  which  exists  for  his  causing  to  be  drawn  up  immediately  any  such  forms  as  may  be  bind- 
ing according  to  the  laws  of  Spain ;  and  I  have  the  honour,  at  the  same  time,  to  request,  that,  en  your 
Excellency's  receiving  them,  they  may  be  forwarded  to  me  without  delay  for  transmission  to  the 
colonies. 

I  have,  &c. 
Bis  Excellency  Don  Jose  Maria  Calatrava,  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

^•c.         ^c.        4-c. 

Third  Enclosure  in  No.  17. 

Translation.)  M,  Mendizabel  to  M,  Calafrava, 

Most  Excellent  Sm,  Madrid,  22c/  July,  1837. 

The  Queen  Regent  has  been  made  acquainted  with  the  inquiries  set  on  foot,  in  consequence  ot 
a  communication  from  your  office,  of  the  27th*  of  June  last  year,  enclosing  a  Note  from  the  British 
Minister  at  this  Court,  in  which,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  6th  Clause  of  the  10th  Article  of  the 
Treaty  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  on  the  28th  June  1835,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  it  is  wished  that,  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Government,  they  should  require  from  the 
Owners  or  Captains  of  vessels,  entering  outwards  an  extraordinary  number  of  casks  or  vessels,  the  same 
form  of  Certificates  and  Bonds  as  that  which  the  British  Government  requires  from  its  own  subjects. 
The  object  of  these  Bonds  and  Securities  is  to  prevent  that  the  Privateers  and  Masters  of  British  and 
Spanish  vessels  should  carry  on  a  contraband  traffic  of  slaves  with  infraction  of  the  Treaty ;  and  although 
Her  Majesty  has  no  ot^ection  to  the  adoption  of  what  is  proposed,  still  her  conformity  with  it  can  never 
go  beyond  what  is  permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  to  which  it  is  necessary  that  the  Government 
should  accommodate  its  dispositions.  According  to  them,  guarantees,  and  all  classes  of  obligations,  do 
not  bind  or  affect  the  persons,  but  only  the  property  upon  which  they  are  formed ;  the  said  property 
remains  responsible  for  the  Bond  until  the  Document  is  cancelled;  but  the  executors  are  not  respon- 
sible for  the  obligations  contracted  by  the  testators,  as  also  the  heirs  are  only  so  far  bound  as  is  the 
property  they  inherit ;  consequently,  it  is  impossible  to  adopt  the  clauses  contained  in  the  form  of 
^ond  No.  2  of  those  enclosecl  by  the  British  Minister  in  his  Note. 

Notwithstanding,  the  object  which  the-  British  Government  has  proposed  to  itself  with  these  Docu- 
ments, for  carrying  into  effect  the  said  6th  Clause  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty,  can  he  completely 
fulfilled  without  necessity  of  infringing  our  laws.  Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  resolve  that,  in  con- 
formity with  them,  the  Bonds  taken  as  security  from  the  Captains  aud  Masters  who  can  give  it,  should 
only  bear  the  general  '^clause,  that  the  property  comprised  under  it  remains  bound  as  long  as  the 
Document  is  not  cancelled,*'  the  said  British  Minister  to  be  informed  of  this  resolution  before  its  being 
circulated  and  made  public,  in  order  that  he  may  express  his  eoncurrence,  and  that  future  complaints 
be  avoided. 

I  communicate  this  to  your  Excellency  by  Royal  Order,  &c. 

(Signed)  JUAN  ALVAREZ  Y  MENDIZABEL. 

His  Excellency  Bon  Jose  Maria  Catatrava, 
Sfc,        8fc,        8^. 

Class  B.  D 
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No.  18. 
Mr.  P^UUer^  to  F'iscount  Palmerston.^(Reeeived  Augiut  19.) 
My  Lord,  Madrid,  I2th  August^  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  and  Translation  of  a  Note  which  I 
have  received  from  M.  Calatrava,  in  acknowledgment  of  mine  dated  <he  Slat 
ultimo,  respecting  the  Bond  to  be  required  for  empty  casks  destined  to  contain 
"palm  oil. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  discount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
^c.  Sfc.  ^c. 

Enclosure  in  No.  18« 

(Translation.)  M.  Cnkitraoa  to  Mr.  ViUier$. 

Sir,  IWace,  7th  August,  1687. 

I  HAVE  communicated  to  the  Minister  of  Finance  that  vhicli  you  have  been  pleased  to  stale  to 
me,  in  your  Note  of  the  31st  of  July  last,  respecting  the  Bond  to  be  required  from  the  Captains  or 
Owners  of  vessels  enteiing  outwards  empty  casks  or  barrels  destined  to  contain  palm  qH  ;  recom- 
mending to  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  decide,  with  all  possible  speed,  upon  the  terms  In  which  ikal 
Bond  is  to  be  drawn  up,  and  to  issue  the  proper  orders  for  giving  full  effect  to  it,  and  that  the  stipula- 
tion in  the  6th  Clause  of  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  year  1885,  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slate 
Trade,  may  be  curried  into  full  execution ;  informing  me  of  the  resolution  which  shall  be  adopted,  in 
order  that  I  may  communicate  it  to  you.  All  which  I  have  the  honour  to  state  to  yon  in  answer  to 
your  abovennentioned  Note. 

Upon  this  occasion  I  reiterate  to  you  the  assurances,  &c. 
T&e  BriUsh  Miniiter,  (Signed)  JOSE  M.  CALATRAVA. 

No.  19. 
Viscount  Palmeriston  to  Mr.  PUUers. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  23d  August,  ISS7. 

I  HEHEWiTH  transmit,  for  your  information,  theCJopy  of  a  D^patch  and  of 
its  Enclosures,  from  Her  Majesty  s  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  an  infraction  of  the  Treaty  of  June  28, 1835,  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Cruz, 
of  Her  Catholic  Majesty's  ship  "  Teresita/'  who,  it  appears,  has  neglected  to  bring 
before  the  Mixed  British  and  Spanish  Court  of  Justice  the  Spanish  sdioooer 
**  Matilde,''  which  he  had  seized  for  being  equipped  for  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have  to  instruct  you  to  communicate  the  facts  of  this  Case,  as  detailed  in  tlie 
enclosed  Papers,  to  1)ie  Spanish  Government,  and  to  express  the  hope  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  that  an  inquiry  will  be  set  on  foot  into  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  vessel  was  seized,  carried  into  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  and,  as  it  b 
«  reported,  released  by  the  Authorities  there;  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  also 
trust,  that  the  necessary  orders  will  be  issued,  to  ensure  a  more  exact  oompliaaoe 
with  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  on  the  part  of  the  Officers  of  Her  Gatholie 
Majesty's  Isfavy. 

I  am,  &c. 
G.  TV.  F.  rtUiers,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.  Sfc. 

.      No.  20. 
Mr.  VUliers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Septemhef  S.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  26th  August,  1837. 

1  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatdies,  marked 
Slave  Trade,  of  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  instant. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of 
the  8th  instant,  I  have  addressed  a  Note  to  M.  Bardeyi,  the  Cooy  of  which  I 
herewith  enclose,  respecting  the  ill-treatment  to  whidi  liberated  negroes  are 
exposed  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  stating,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  k 
willing  to  remove  them,  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  to  the  British  Colonies. 

I  have,  &c. 
(SigTied)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  Cr.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.   .  8fc. 
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Enclosure  ia  No.  20. 

(Cop7«)  Mr.  FSliers  to  M.  Be  Bardaji  y  Azara. 

SiB,  Madrid,  ^bth  Angud,  18S7. 

I  ujkvx  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that,  on  making  a  representation  to  your  Excel- 
lency's predecessor,  M.  Isturiz,  on  the  27th  May,  1836,  complaining  of  the  non-execution  of  those 
StipuUtioDS-of  the  Treaty  for  the  Suppression  of  the  ^anish  Slave  Trade  of  1817,  which  provided  for 
the  good  treatment  of  negroes  under  that  Treaty,  M.  Calatrava  replied  to  my  representations  in  a  Note 
addressed  to  me,  under  date  of  the  28th  April  last 

I  regret  to  have  to  state  to  your  Excellency  that  M.  Calatrava's  ansvrer,  vrhich  contains  only  a 
general  denial  of  the  facts  veported  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  with  a  summary  of  the 
Regulations  now  in  force  for  the  treatment  of  emancipated  neg^es  in  Cuba,  is  not  considered  by  my 
Government  as  satisfactory. 

The  cowplaint  of  Great  Britain  was  not  so  much  of  any  defect  in  the  Regulations  themselves,  as  of 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  allowed  to  remain  unexecuted  and  disregarded. 

The  Despatch  of  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba  (the  substance  of  which  is  recapitulated  in  M.  Cala- 
trava's  Note  above  mentioned)  indeed  states  that  he  has  put  an  end  to  the  contribution  of  17  dollars 
formerly  exacted  on  the  hiring  of  each  negro,  snd  which  was  applied  to  the  support  of  public  establish- 
ments ;  but,  in  the  same  Despatch,  it  appears  that,  in  the  distribution  of  the  emancipated  negroes,  a 
preference  is  given  to  those  persons  who  have  rendered  some  public  service,  or  who  have  contributed 
nixmUarj  donations  lo  pvblic  works;  but  there  is  manifestly  little  or  no  difference,  in  principle,  between 
tkie  method  of  taking  money  on  the  hiring  out  of  the  negroes  and  that  which  the  Captain-General 
makes  a  merit  of  having  put  an  end  to. 

I  have,  moreover,  the  honour  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  that,  while  it  is  admitted  that  the  Treaty 
of  1817  contains  no  positive  stipulation  under  which  the  negroes  are  entitled  to  reside  in  the  Havatfa, 
still,  according  to  the  spirit  of  that  Treaty,  the  Authorities  are  bound  not  to  allow  the  negroes  to  be 
taken  by  their  masters  to  such  a  distance  as  shall  preclude  the  possibility  of  their  being  carefully 
watched  over  and  protected. 

The  negroes  are,  it  seems,  hired  out  to  proprietors  of  land,  that  is  to  say,  of  sugar  and  coffee 
estates ;  and,  when  once  removed  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city,  and  employed  with  other  negroes . 
in  a  slate  of  slavery,  it  is  obvious  that  their  condition  will  be  eventually  assimilated  with  that  of  the 
slaves  with  whom  they  are  put  to  work,  for  they  must  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  their  masters,  and 
utterly  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the  protection  of  the  Government,  however  good  the  regulations 
for  their  treatment  may  be,  and  however  heavy  the  ponisfament  denounced  by  the  law  for  these  who 
may  do  them  wrong. 

Upon  these  considerations,  I  have  been  instructed  to  express  to  your  Excellency  the  regret  with 
which  Her  Britannic  Ubjesty's  Government  perceives  that  the  only  fruit  produced  by  the  Royal  Order 
to  the  Captain- General  of  Cuba  on  ttie  subject,  last  year,  is  a  mere  recapitulation,  by  that  officer,  of 
Regulations,  unsupported  by  any  statement  of  facts  showing  that  these  Regulations  are  duly  executed ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  CkivernnBeni  continues  to  receive  information  from 
the  Havana,  wfaidi  pkcea  the  present  deplorable  condition  of  the  emancipated  negproes  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt.  But,  hopeless  as  the  case  seems  to  be,  I  am  instructed  to  state  to  your  Excellency 
that  one  course  still  remains  open,  by  the  adoption  of  which  these  negroes  may  at  length  obtain  the 
good  treatment  and  complete  freedom  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  which  it  seems  impossible  to 
secure  for  them  in  Cuba.  Great  Britain  ia  willing  to  relieve  that  island  from  the  burthen  of  these 
n^roes  by  removing  them,  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  to  the  British  Colonies,  where,  under  the 
protection  of  British  law,  and  among  freed  men  of  their  own  colour,  they  will  run  no  risk  of  being 
treated  as  slaves,  or  of  relapsing  into  a  state  of  slavery  through  the  bad  faith  or  cupidity  of  slave 
owners,  to  whose  care  they  must  unavoidably  be  committed  under  the  system  at  present  in  force  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba. 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  yo«r  Excellency's  early  attention  to  this  proposal,  that,  in  case  of  Her 
Catholic  Majesty's  Government  consenting  to  it,  immediate  arrangements  may  be  made  for  carrying 
it  into  execution. 

T  have,  dec. 
His  Excellency  M.  De  bardaji  y  Azara,  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

S;c  Sfc.  &c. 

No.  21. 
Mr.  VUliers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  September  3.) 
My  Lord,  Madrid,  26th  August,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  of  a^Note,  which,  in  conformity 
with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  marked  Slave  Trade, 
of  the  10th  instants  I  have  addressed  to  M.  Bardaji,  requesting  that  a  law,  for  the 
severe  punishment  of  all  persons  concerned  in  the  Slave  Trade,  may  be  presented 
by  the  Government  to  the  Cortes  during  the  present  Session  of  that  Body. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  ^e. 

Endosure  in  No.  21. 
(Copy.)  Mr.  FilHers  to  M.  De  Bardaji  y  Azara, 

®"^  Madrid,  2bth  August,  \h^T, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  a  communication  made  to  your  Excellency's 
predecessor,  of  the  6th  of  April  last,  in  which  I  reminded  his  Excellency  of  the  Article  of  the  Treaty 
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for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  oonduded  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  in  1885,  which 
stipulates  that  a  law  shall  be  enacted  for  inflicting^  a  severe  punishment  on  Spanish  subjects  convicted 
of  being  engaged  in  this  traffic. 

M.  Calatrava  inrormed  me  that  the  reason  of  the  great  delay  that  had  taken  place  in  the  passing  of 
this  law  was  attributable  to  the  necessity  of  obtaining  the  concurrence  of  the  Cortes  to  the  promulgmtiott 
of  any  new  penal  law. 

I  have  been  therefore  instructed  by  my  Government  to  urge  upon  your  Excellency  the  propriety  erf. 
proposing  the  law  in  question  to  the  present  Cortes,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  in  order  that  time 
may  be  given  for  its  consideration  and  adoption  by  that  body  before  the  close  of  the  present  Session. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  M.  De  Bardaji  y  Azara.  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIEEIS. 

Sfc.  8fc.  ^c. 


No.  22. 
Mr.  ViUler^  to  Viscount  Patmerston. — (Received  September  17.) 
My  Lord,  Madrid,  9th  September,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  of  a  Note,  which,  in  conformity 
with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  marked  Slave  Track, 
of  the  9th  ultimo,  I  have  addressed  to  M.  Bardaji,  respecting  the  detention  of  14 
negroes  at  Porto  Rico. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VXLLIERS. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  from  M.  Bardaji  a  Note,  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  and  Translation. 

(Signed)  G.  V. 

The  Right  Hon  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  22. 

Mr,  Villiers  to  M,  De  Bardaji  y  Azara. 

Sir,  Madrid^  Ath  September^  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  received  Instructions  from  my 
Government  to  make  an  application  to  that  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  respecting  certain  British  negroes 
who,  it  is  supposed,  are  detained  as  slaves  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico. 

Evidence  has  been  laid  before  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  by  which  it  would  appear 
that,  about  the  year  1832, 19  British  slaves  were  removed  from  Anguilla  to  the  Island  of  St.  Thomasi 
and  were  there  sold,  and  that,  of  this  number,  14  were  transferred  to  Porto  Rico. 

In  the  year  1836,  a  Britisli  vessel  of  war  was  employed  to  visit  St.  Thomas's  and  Porto  Rico,  ibr 
the  purpose  of  recovering  such  British  negroes  as  might  be  found  in  those  islands.  In  the  Damsh 
island  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  effecting  the  freedom  of  the  British  subjects  there  held  in 
slavery ;  but,  at  Porto  Rico,  no  satisfactory  result  was  obtained  ;  and  the  Report  of  the  Officer  charged 
with  the  Commission  gives  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  not  any  prospect  of  recovering  these  negroes, 
except  by  the  direct  interference  of  the  Government  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  in  their  behalf. 

I  have  therefore  received  instructions  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  enclosed  translations  of 
Depositions  on  oath  of  the  parlies  who  speak  to  the  transfer  of  these  negroes  to  Porto  Rico,  with  a  view 
of  guiding  and  assisting  the  inquiries  of  the  Local  Authorities  in  Porto  Rico,  and  to  request  that 
peremptory  orders  may  be  issued  to  the  Captain-General  of  that  island  to  cause  a  strict  search  to  be 
set  on  foot,  not  only  for  the  14  negroes  named  in  the  evidence,  but  for  any  others,  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  who  may  be  held  in  slavery  in  that  island,  and  to  lend  all  the  aid  in  his  power  to  any  Officers 
of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  who  may  be  employed  to  procure  for  such  individuals  the  enjoyment  of 
those  privileges,  as  free  men,  to  which  they  are  entitled  in  their  capacity  of  subjects  of  Her  Majesty, 

I  have,  &c 
His  Excellency  M.  De  Bardaji  y  Azara,  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

8fc,    .        8^c,  8^c. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  22. 

(Translation.)  M,  De  Bardaji  y  Azara  to  Mr,  Villiers, 

Sir,  Palace,  Sth  September,  1887, 

I  THIS  day  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  Commerce,  and  Colonies,  a  Copy  of  the  Note 
which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the  4th  instant,  together  with  the  other  DocumenU  which  accompanied 
it,  in  order  that,  through  his  office,  the  most  positive  Orders  may  be  addressed  to  the  Captain-General 
of  Porto  Rico,  directing  him  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  the  emancipation  of  the  Briti^  negroes  who, 
in  the  manner  mentioned  in  those  Documents,  are  detained  as  slaves  in  that  island. 

I  av&il  &c« 
The  British  Minister;  (Signed)  EUSEBIO  DE  BARDAJI  Y  AZARA. 
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No.  23. 
3Ir.  FtUiers  to  Fiscount  Palmerstm. — (Received  Sej)t.  17 th,  1837) 
My  Lord,  Madrid,  September  9,  1837. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  marked  Slave 
Trade  of  the  23rd  ultimo. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  it  contained,  I  have  addressed  a  note,  of 
which  I  enclosed  the  Copy  to  M.  Bardaji,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  Lieute- 
nant Cruz  of  the  "  Teredta,*'  in  not  bringing  a  slave  ship,  which  he  professed  to 
have  captured,  for  adjudication  before  the  mixed  Court  of  Justice  at  the  Havana. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS, 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  4'c. 

Enclosure  in  No.  23. 
(Copy.)  Mr.  ViUters  to  Mr.  Bardaji. 

Sia,  Madrid,  7tk  Septefnber,  1887. 

I  HAYS  the  honour  to  call  your  Excellency's  attention  to  a  very  glaring  infraction  of  the  Treaty 
of  28th  June,  1835,  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  which,  it  appears,  has  been  committed  by 
XJeutenant  Cruz,  the  Commander  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty's  ship  **^  Teresitp>y*  on  the  coast 
of  Cuba. 

On  the  4th  May  last  Captain  Jones,  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  ^  Vestal,^*  proceeding  on  his 
voyage  from  Port  au  Prince  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  descried  a  schooner  of  very  suspicious  appearance 
lying  at  anchor  in  thte  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  Guautanamo ;  Captain  Jones  immediately  took  the 
proper  steps  to  ascertain  the  character  of  this  vessel,  which  had  every  appearance  of  being  a  Pirate. 
Ajad  on  sending  an  officer  on  board,  the  people  declared  that  she  was  a  prize  to  the  *'  Teretitd**  Pilot- 
boat,  in  the  service  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  which  was  presently  confirmed  by  Lieutenant  Cruz,  the 
Commander  of  that  vessel,  who  came  himself  and  stated,  diat  he  had  that  day  seized  the  schooner  under 
the  Provisions  of  the  late  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  for  being  fitted  out  for  the  Slave  Trade.  And  it 
appeared  that  Lieutenant  Cruz  had  been  fully  justified  in  so  doing;  for,  according  to  the  testimony 
of  the  officer  and  others  who  examined  the  schooner,  it  appears  that  she  was  equip]^  exactly  in  the 
manner  described  in  the  Article  which  directs  the  Capture  of  Vessels  prepared  for  the  reception  and 
detention  of  Slaves.  , 

Your  Excellency  is  well  aware  that  all  cases  of  this  kind  can  only  be  tried  before  the  Courts  of 
Mixed  Commission,  appointed  for  the  especial  purpose. 

I  have,  however,  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that,  up  to  the  date  of  the  last  Despatches 
from  the  Havana,  Lieutenant  Cruz  had  never  brought  in  his  prize  for  adjudication  before  the  said 
Court,  the  Judges  of  which  had  accordingly  applied  to  the  Captain-General  ou  the  subject,  but  they 
had  received  no  satis^tory  answer. 

I  have  in  consequence  received  instructions  fix)m  my  Government  to  urge  upon  your  Excellency  the 
necessity  of  immediately  setting  on  foot  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  under  which  this  vessel  was 
seized,  carried  into  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and,  cts  it  is  reported,  released  by  the  authorities  there.  And 
to  state  that  Her  Britannic  Majesty*s  Government  also  trust  that  orders  will  be  issued  to  ensure  a  more 
exact  compliance  with  the  Stipulations  of  the  Treaty  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  Her  Catholic 
Majesty's  navy. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 


No.  24. 
Sir  George  Villiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  Sept.  27.) 

My  Lord,  '  Madrid,  Sept.  \6th,  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  9th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose  the  Copy  and  Translation  of  a  note  which  I  have  received  from 
M.  Bardaxi,  informing  me  that  orders  have  been  issued  for  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  Ideutent  Cruz  of  the  "  Teresita"' 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  24. 

M.  Bardojpi  to  Sir  George  VUliers. 

Sir,  Madrid,  14th  September,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  yon  in  reply  to  the  Note  vhich  you  were  pleased  to  address  to 
me  on  the  7th  instant,  in  which  complaint  is  made  of  an  infraction  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Suppression 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  which,  it  appears,  has  been  committed  by  Lieutenant  Cruz,  of  Her  Majesty's 
ship  "  Teresita,"  on  the  coast  of  Cuba;  that  having  taken  into  the  most  serious  consideration  aU  your 
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observations  upon  the  subject,  I  have  transmitted  it  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Colonies,  in  order 
that  the  certainty  of  the  said  coibplaint  being  verified,  the  guilty  party  may  be  proceeded  against  with 
all  rigour. 

I  avail  myself,  &c.  ■* 

Sir  George  FUliers,  G.  C.B.  (Signed)  EUSIBIO  DE  6ARDAXI  Y  AZTARA. 

4rc.    ^c,    Sfo. 


No.  25. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Villiers. 

Sir,  Foreign  OjgUce,  October  6<ft,  1837. 

Representations  having  been  made  to  this  Office  through  the  Colonial 
Department,  of  the  inconvenience  suflFere^jl  by  the  negroes  of  the  "  Empresay'  in 
consequence  of  their  detention  on  board  the  vessel^  after  the  sentence  had  been 
signed,  in  order  that  the  descriptive  list  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Mixed  Court  might  be  made  out ;  I  addressed  an  instruction  to 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  desu-ing  them  to  propose  to  the 
Mixed  Court,  that,  for  the  future,  when  the  sentence  condemning  a  slave  vessel  is 
signed,  the  negroes  should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  British  Superintendent^ 
as  soon  as  that  officer  should  notify  that  he  is  prepared  to  receire  them, 

I  now  transmit  to  you  the  Copy  of  a  Despatch  and  of  its  Enclosures  from 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  by  which  you  will  perceive,  that  their  Spanish 
Colleagues  have  refused  to  accede  to  this  proposal. 

It  is  evident  indeed  from  the  Reply  of  the  Sptfnish  CommissiiHiers,  that 
those  gentlemen  have  misunderstood  the  application  made  to  them  by  the  BritiA 
Commissioners.  They  consider,  that  the  effect  of  their  consenting  to  the  proposed 
arrangement  would  be,  to  makr  the  Deli veiy  of  the  Negroes  ta  the  Sopenatejidejit 
dependent  upon  a  notice  from  that  Officer  that  he  i»  ready  to  receive  them,  a 
condition  which  they  very  truly  state  is  not  contained  in  the  Treaty ;  and  as  they 
add,  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  them  to  explain  the  Articles  of  the  Treatv,  it  has 
appeared  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  it  would  be  better  to  address  the 
Spanish  Government  at  once  upon  the  subject,  instead  of  instructing  the  British 
Commissioners  to  discuss  the  subject  farther  vrith  their  Colleagues,  with  a  view  of 
setting  them  right,  as  regards  their  misconception  of  the  object  of  the  arrange- 
ment in  question. 

I  have  now,  therefore,  to  request,  that  you  will  bring  the  matter  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Spanish  Government,  and  express  the  earnest  wish  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  that  the  Spanish  Commissioners  at  the  Hi^vana  may  be 
furnished  with  instructions,  to  accede  at  once  to  the  proposed  arrangement. 

It  is  true  that  Article  6  Annex  B.  stipulates  that  ^  the  slaves  shall  leeeive 
from  the  Court  a  Certificate  of  emancipation,  and  shall  be  delivered  over  to  tJie 
Government  to  whom  the  Cruizer  which  made  the  capture  belongs." 

But  Article  2  of  Annex  C  states  that  "  imrnediateb/  after  sentence  of  eondemna-- 
"  tion  on  a  vessel  charged  with  being  concerned  in  illegal  Slave  Trade,  shall  have 
"  been  passed  by  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  established  under  the  Treaty  to 
"  which  these  Regulations  form  an  Annex,  all  negroes  who  were  found  on  board  of 
^'  such  vessel^  and  who  were  brought  on  board  for  the  purposes  of  traffic,  shaU  be 
*^  delivered  over  to  the  Government  to  whom  belongs  the  Cruizer  which  made  the 
"  capture  :**  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  trust,  that  the  preference  will  he 
given  to  that  stipulation  of  the  Treaty,  which  would  secure  to  the  negroes  the 
earliest  possible  release  from  their  suflferings  in  a  slave  ship. 

It  may  also  be  argued,  that  the  proposed  arrangement  is  not  only  desiraUe 
on  the  score  of  humanity  to  the  negroes,  but  as  tending  greatly  to  fEM^ilitate  tte 
very  proceedings  on  account  of  which  their  detention  on  board  the  slave  vessel  has 
been  thought  requisite ;  for,  after  the  negroes  have  been  removed  to  a  clean  and 
roomy  vessel,  the  officer  of  the  Court  will  have  far  less  diffictilty,  in  making  out 
the  descriptive  List  of  the  persons  to  whom  Certificates  of  Emancipation  are  to  be 
delivered,  than  he  woidd  experience  in  performing  this  duty  on  board  a  crowded 
and  unwholesome  slave  vessel. 

I  am,  &c. 
G.  W.  F.  ViUiers,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

^c-  Sfc.   8fc. 
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No.  26. 
Mr.  yiBiers  to  P^scount  Pcdmer^ton. — {Received  Oct  9.) 
My  I^)»b,  Madrid,  ^Oth  September,  1837. 

I  HAVB  the  honoar  \io  endbfie  tbe  Copy  and  Translation  of  a  Note  which  I 
h^^fB  xfifieiyfid  from  M.  Bardaxi,  iniimning  me  that  Instructionfi  had  been  sent  to 
the  CSaptam  General  of  the  Havannah  to  afford  to  Lieutenant  Jenkins,  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  "  Romney,"  all  the  protection  and  assistance  that  he  may  require  in 
the  execution  of  his  duty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILUERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Palmer ston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


TnadatioBu)  Mr.  Bardaxi  io  Mr.  Villiers, 

Sir.  MadridL,  Sa^tember  2Qih,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  faoQoar  io  iefonn  yoa,  m  reply  to  ike  no4e  whidi  you  were  pteased  to  addrese  to  my 
predecessor,  on  the  12th  of  July  last,  in  which,  by  order  of  your  Governtiieat«  you  comauinicated  that 
Her  Brttaanic  Majesty's  ship  **  Romnty^*  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Jenkins,  was  about  to 
he  ae&t  to  the  Havannah,  to  serve  there  as  a  dep^t  for  the  reception  of  liberated  negroes;  that  I  have 
txftnsmitted  to  the  Captaia-General  of  the  island  of  Cuba  what  is  eiq^essed  in  your  above-mentioned 
communication ;  desiring  him,  by  order  of  Her  Majesty,  to  afford  all  the  protection  to  lieutenant 
Jeaktn  which  is  due,  and  to  give  every  aasistance  to  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  misaioQ. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
The  BiiUsh  Minister,  (Signed)        EUSEBIO  DE  BARDOXI  Y  AZARiu 

Sfc.      S^c      Sfc. 


No.  27. 
Viscount  Pabnerston  to  Mr.  VilUers. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  October  11,  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  tbe  Copies  of  a  Despateh,  and  of  its  Enclosures 
from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  reporting  the  sale  of  a  number 
of  bozal  negroes  in  that  city ;  and  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  bring  under  the  notice 
o  the  Spanish  Government  this  public  violation  of  the  laws  <>!  Spain,  and  of  the 
Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  'that  Country,  for  the  Abolition  of  tbe  Slave 
Trade. 

It  appears  &om  tbe  correspondence  transmitted  to  this  office  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, that  the  Commissioners  reported  the  fact  of  the  sale  to  the  Captain  General, 
and  that  two  days  were  allowed  to  elapse,  before  the  place  named  as  the  scene  of 
the  transaction  was  visited  by  the  Police ;  and,  as  was  naturally  to  be  expected, 
during  such  a  lapse  of  time,  the  ojBFending  parties  took  care  to  remove  all  tlie  bozal 
negroes  from  the  premises. 

The  Assessor,  in  his  report  of  the  search  which  was  made,  does  not  throw  any 
doubt  upon  the  correctness  of  the  information,  which  was  given  by  the  Commis- 
neners ;  but  he  attributes  tbe  escape  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  the  removal  of  the 
proofs  of  their  crime,  to  want  of  vigilance,  and  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  officer  of 
the  ward.  But  it  is  obvious,  however,  that,  if  tne  Captain  General  had  lost  no 
time  in  instituting  an  inquiry  into  the  facts,  immediately  upon  receiving  the  Report 
of  the  Commissioners,  liie  offenders  would  probably  not  have  escaped ;  and  you 
will  therefore  point  out  to  the  Spanish  Government,  that  the  delay  which  took 
place  in  this  case,  upon  the  frivolous  pretext  put  forward  by  the  Captain  General, 
was  a  practical  protection  of  the  offence ;  and  affords  a  prooi'  of  the  remissness  with 
which  the  Authorities  at  the  Havana  execute  their  duties  in  everything  that  relates 
to  tlie  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade.  I  am,  &c. 

G.  W.  F.  VilUers,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

S^c.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  27. 

Hofoana  CommMoners,  June  30, 1837. 

(See  Class  A.) 
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•No.  28. 
Sir  George  FiUiers  to  Viscount  Palmer ston.-^— {Received  Nov.  ^^ 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  October  ^th,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledgethereceiptof  your  Lordship's  Despatch, 
marked  "  Slave  Trade/'  of  the  6th  instant.  In  conformity  with  the  instructions  it 
contains  I  have  addressed  a  note  to  M.  Bardaxi,  of  which  I  herewith  enclose  the 
Copy. 

T  rlAVe    &LC 

(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  PalmerHon,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  28. 

Sir  George  Villiers  to  M.  Bardaxi. 

Sir,  Madrid,  27th  October,  1837. 

I  HAVE  receiv63^  the  Instructions  of  my  Government  to  propose  to  the  Government  of  Her 
Catholic  Majesty  a  measure  of  humanity  arising  out  of  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Suppres- 
sion of  the  Slave  Trade  of  1835. 

According  to  the  present  practice  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  in  the  Havana,  afler  sentence  of 
condemnation  is  pronounced  against  a  vessel  for  having  been  employed  in  the  traffic  of  Slaves,  the 
negroes  remain  on  board  the  vessel  until  a  descriptive  list  is  made  of  the  individuals,  in  order  that 
their  certificate  of  liberation  may  be  duly  drawn  out. 

This  practice  is  in  conformity  with  Article  6,  Annex  B,  of  the  treaty  which  stipulates  that  **  the 
Slave  shall  receive  from  a  Court  a  Certificate  of  Emancipation,  and  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the 
Government  to  whom  the  cruizer  which  made  the  capture  belongs.'*  But  Article  2,  of  Annex  C, 
states  that  immediately  after  sentence  of  condemnation  on  a  vessel  charged  with  being  concerned  in 
illegal  Slave  Trade  shall  have  been  passed  by  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  established  under  the  Treaty 
to  which  these  R^^lations  form  an  annex,  all  Negroes  who  were  found  on  board  such  vessel,  and 
who  were  brought  on  board  for  the  purposes  of  traffic,  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  Government  to 
whom  belongs  the  cruizer  which  made  the  capture. 

If  the  latter  stipulation  be  adopted  in  practice  instead  of  the  former  one,  the  Negroes  found  on 
board  a  condemned  vessel  would,  on  sentence  being  pronounced,  be  immediately  taken  out  of  the 
small  and  generally  unhealthy  sliip  in  which  they  are  crowded  together,  and  placed  in  a  large  and 
salubrious  one,  where  the  descriptive  list  which,  according  to  the  first  quoted  article,  must  be  made 
in  the  slave  vessel  itself,  could  be  drawn  up  with  far  more  convenience  to  the  persons  whose  duty  it  is 
to  do  it,  and  with  a  great  relief  to  the  suffering  Negroes. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  this  is  a  difference  which, -in  no  respect,  deviates  from  the  spirit 
of  the  Treaty,  and  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the  letter  of  one  of  its  clauses.  My  Government  there- 
fore trusts  that  your  Excellency  will  see  no  objection  to  causing  the  preference  to  be  given  to  the 
interpietation  which  is  most  favourable  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  be  pleased  to  direct  the  Spanish 
members  of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  in  the  Havana  to  act  according  to  Article  2  of  Annex  C, 
and  in  the  case  of  the  capture  being  made  by  a  British  ship  of  war,  to  deliver  up  to  the  British 
superintendent,  as  soon  after  the  condemnation  of  the  slave  vessel  as  he  shall  be  prepared  to  receive 
them,  the  Slaves  found  on  board. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  the  only  difference  this  can  make  in  the  execution  of  the  Treaty 
is  in  the  place  where  the  Certificate  of  Emancipation  is  made  out;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  nume- 
rous lives  and  much  suffering  to  the  unfortunate  negroes  will  be  saved  by  their  immediate  removal, 
afler  condemnation,  from  the  slave  vessel. 

I  have,  &C., 
M.  Bardaxi,  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERa 

^c.    *c.    fyc. 


{ 


No.  29. 
Viscount  Pahnerston  to  Sir  George  Villiers. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  November  14/A,  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  tniDsmit  to  you  the  Copy  of  a  Despatch  and  of  its  enclosures 
fi-om  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  notifying  the  arrival  in  that 
Port  of  the  *'Romney,"  the  hulk  which  is  to  serve  as  a  receiving  ship  for  the 
negroes  emancipated  by  Decree  of  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Uourt  of  Justice 
established  under  the  Treaty  of  June  28th,  1835,  with  Spain,  for  the  abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade. 

From  the  correspondence  enclosed  in  this' Despatch  it  appears,  that  the  Captain 
General  has  demanded  the  removal  of  certain  free  negroes,  belonging  to  Her 
Majesty's  2nd  West  India  Regiment,  who  have  been  appointed  to  do  duty  as 
marines  on  board  the  "  Romney,"  and  has  threatened  to  arrest  them  should  they 
land  upon  the  island  ;  and  that  he  founds  his  opposition  to  the  presence  of  these 
individuals  within  the  lunits  of  the  Colony,  upon  the  Royal  Orders  of  March  12th, 
1837,  in  which  he  is  charged,  not  to  permit  in  any  manner  the  introduction  of  free 
negroes,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  into  Cuba. 
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I  have  now  therefore  to  instruct  you  to  lay  the  case  before  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment ;  and  to  request,  that  such  orders  may  be  issued  to  General  Tacon  upon  this 
point,  as  may  remove  the  scruples,  which  a  too  literal  interpretation  of  his  orders 
seems  to  have  raised  in  his  mind. 

It  is  obvious,  that  when  the  Spanish  Government  directed  him  not  to  permit  any 
free  persons  of  colour  to  be  introduced  into  Cuba,  that  Government  could  not  have 
intended  its  order  to  extend  to  the  soldiers  in  Her  Majesty's  service,  who  are  neces- 
sarily employed  as  a  guard  on  board  the  "  Romney." 

You  will  also  take  the  occasion  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment to  the  considerations  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Madden,  as  rendering  the  Black 
Troops  peculiarly  well  fitted  for  a  duty  which  must  be  p^ormed ;  and  you  will 
express  the  hope  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  the  men  so  employed  may  not 
be  kept  perpetually  prisoners  on  board  the  hulk,  but  may  be  permitted  to  enjoy 
occasionally,  and  under  proper  regulations,  the  indulgence  of  going  ashore. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  George  Fiiliers,  G,  C.B. 
8fc.        8fc.        Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  29. 

Havana  Commiisioners,  September  23,  1887. 
(See  Class  A.) 


No.  30. 
Mr.  Villiers  to  Viscount  Paimerston. — {Received  Nov.  14.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  4th  November,  1837. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch  marked  Slave 
Trade  of  the  11th  ultimo. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions  contained  therein,  I  have  addressed  a  note  to 
M.  Bardaxi,  of  vrhich  I  enclose  the  copy  to  your  Lordship,  respecting  the  sale  of 
bozal  negroes  at  the  Havana. 

(Signed)  '  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  30. 


Mr.  VUliers  to  M.  Bardaxi. 
Sir,  Madrid,  Brd  November,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  am  instructed  by  my  Government  to 
bring  under  the  notice  of  your  Excellency  a  public  violation  of  the  laws  of  Spain  and  of  the  Treaty 
between  Great  Britain  and  this  country  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  which  has  been  permitted 
in  th^  Havana. 

In  that  city  the  sale  of  a  number  of  Bozal  Negroes  has  been  allowed  after  being  publicly  announced, 
and  it  appears  from  the  Correspondence  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana, 
that  after  they  reported  the  fact  to  the  Captain-General  that  such  a  sale  was  advertised  as  being  about 
to  be  consummated,  two  days  were  allowed  to  elapse  before  the  place  named  as  the  scene  of  the 
transaction  was  visited  by  the  Police,  and,  as  was  naturally  to  be  expected,  during  such  a  lapse  of 
time,  the  offending  parties  took  care  to  remove  all  the  Bozal  Negroes  from  the  premises. 

The  Corresix)ndence  which  took  place  on  the  subject,  between  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Commis- 
sioners and  tlie  Captain*  General  of  Cuba,  has  been  transmitted  to  my  Government;  and  I  have  the 
honour  to  observe,  that  the  Assessor  of  the  Captain-General,  in  his  report  of  the  search  which  was 
made,  does  not  throw  any  doubt  upon  the  correctness  of  the  information  which  was  given  by  the 
Commissioners;  but  hie  attributes  the  escape  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  the  removal  of  Uie  proofs  of 
their  crime,  to  want  of  vigilance  and  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  officer  of  the  ward.  It  is  obvious, 
however,  that  if  the  Captain -General  had  lost  no  time  in  instituting  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  imme- 
diately upon  receiving  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  the  offenders  would  probably  not  have 
escaped. 

Thus  I  regret  to  have  to  observe,  that  the  delay  which  took  place  in  this  case,  upon  the  frivolous 
pretext  put  forward  by  the  Captain-General,  was  a  practical  protection  of  the  offence,  and  affords  a 
.proof  of  the  remissness  with  which  the  authorities  at  the  Havana  execute  their  duties  in  everything 
that  relates  to  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

Don  Eusebio  de  Barjdaxi  y  Ayara, 

Class  B.  E 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


26  SPAIN. 

No,  31. 
Sir  George  VtUiera  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — {Received  Dee.  12.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  3rd  December,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  note  which,  in  obedience  to  the 
inrtructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  marked  Slave  Trade  of  the 
14th  ultimo,  I  have  addressed  to  M.  Bardaxi  respecting  the  free  negroes  belong- 
ing to  Her  Majesty's  Second  West  Indian  Regiment,  who  have  been  appointed  to 
do  duty  on  board  tiie  receiving  diip  "  Ronmey." 

(Signed)  '      '  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Fiscount  Pabnertton,  G.C.B. 

^e.  8fc.  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  31. 

Sir  G.  VHliers  to  M.  Bardaxi. 
Sir,  Madrid^  2nd  December,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  liave 
received  intelligence  of  the^irrival  at  the  Havana,  of  the  **  Romney,"  the  hulk  which  is  to  serve  as  a 
receiving  ship  for  the  negroes  emancipated  by  Decree  of  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court  of 
Justice,  established  under  the  Treaty  of  28th  June,  1835,  with  Spain,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade. 

It  appears  from  the  communications  made  to  Her  Britanuic  Majesty's  Government  that  the  Cap- 
tain-GeDeral  of  Cuba,  has  demanded  the  removal  of  certain  free  negroes  belonging  to  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Second  West  Indian  Regiment,  who  have  been  appointed  to  do  duty  as  Marines  on  board 
the  '*  Romney,''  and  has  threatened  to  arrest  them  should  they  land  upon  the  island.  The  Captain- 
General,  it  seems,  founds  his  opposition  to  the  presence  of  these  individuals  within  the  limits  of  the 
Colony,  upon  the  Royal  Orders  of  12th  March,  1837,  in  which  he  is  charged  not  to  permit  in  any 
manner,  the  introduction  of  free  negroes,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  into  Cuba. 

I  have  been,  in  consequence,  instructed  by  my  Government  to  lay  the  case  before  your  Excellency, 
and  to  request  that  such  orders  may  be  issued  to  General  Tacon,  upon  this  point,  as  may  remove  the 
scruples  which  a  too  literal  interpretation  of  his  instructions  seems  to  have  raised  in  his  mind.  I 
scarcely  need  remark  to  your  Excellency,  that  when  the  Government  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty 
directed  that  officer  not  to  permit  any  free  persons  of  colour  to  be  introduced  into  Cuba,  that  Govern- 
ment could  not  have  intended  its  orders  to  extend  to  the  soldiers  in  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  service, 
who  are  necessarily  employed  as  a  guard  on  board  the  '*  Romney^" 

The  fifteen  individuals  of  colour  who  form  the  Marine  Guard  on  board  the  hulk,  have  been  selected 
for  that  purpose,  because  they  are  in  all  respects  best  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  duties  they  are 
required  to  perform. 

They  are  much  easier  kept  in  order  than  white  men,  they  understand  the  language  and  habits  of 
the  liberated  slaves  placed  under  their  charge,  and  above  all  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government 
is  informed  upon  adequate  authority  that  the  mortality  of  white  men  so  employed,  and  kept  almost 
continually  shut  up  in  a  hulk  in  the  port  of  the  Havana,  would  be  so  great  as  to  render  the  service 
impracticable.  Free  men  of  colour  are  seen  in  the  ports  of  Cuba,  not  only  employed  as  sailors  or 
soldiers  on  board  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ships,  but  in  the  American  steam -boats,  occupied  in 
plying  between  the  Havanna  and  Rigla,  they  are  also  constantly  employed  ;  so  that  the  argument  of 
novelty  even  cannot  be  alleged  in  favour  of  the  course  which  the  Captain-General  has  thought  proper 
to  pursue. 

Until  some  arrangement  could  be  come  to  between  the  two  Governments  on  the  point,  it  has  been 
determined  to  keep  these  soldiers  in  the  hulk,  and  not  to  permit  them  to  land.  I  have,  however,  to 
express  to  your  Excellency,  the  hope  which  is  entertained  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government, 
that  the  men  employed  in  this  arduous  service  may  not  be  kept  perfectly  prisoners,  but  may  be  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  occasionally,  and  under  proper  regulations,  the  indulgence  of  going  ashore. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

Don  Eusebim  De  Bardaxi  y  Ajusra. 
^c.        ^c.        ^c 

No.  32. 
Sir  Q.  ViUiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  Dec.  12.) 
My  Lord,  Madrid,  December  3rd,  1837. 

I  HAVE  several  times  of  late  urged  M.  Bardaxi  to  cause  a  project  of  law 
to  be  prepared  for  the  punishment  of  individuals  convicted  of  slave  dealing,  and  to 
present  it  to  the  Cortes,  in  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  1835. 

His  Excellency  assured  me  yesterday,  that  a  law  to  that  effect  should  be  laid 
before  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  immediately  after  the  conclusion  of  the  debate  upon 
the  Address. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
dfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No.  33. 
Sir  G.  yUUen  to  Vucomt  Pahnerston.-^(Received  Dec.  19.) 
My  Lord,  Madrid,  December  lOth,  1837. 

I  HATE  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  s^d  translation  of  a  note,  which  I  have 
received  from  M.  Bardaxi,  in  acknowledgment  of  mine,  dated  the  2nd  instant, 
respecting  the  free  negroes  of  the  2nd  West  India  Regiment,  employed  on,  board 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Ronmey,"  at  the  Havana. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Fiscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  33. 
M.  Bardaxi  to  Sir  0.  VilUers. 


Sir,* 

In  the  note  which  yon  were  pleased  to  address  to  me,  dated  the  2nd  instant,  you  state  that  the 
Captain-Oeneral  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  objects  to  the  landing  of  certain  liberated  negroes,  who  form 
part  of  ihe  erew  c^  the  hulk  **  Romney,"  destined  to  serve  as  a  depdt  in  the  Bay  of  the  Havtma  for 
the  negroes  declared  iree  by  the  Biixed  Commission,  in  consequence  of  the  instructions  contained  in 
the  Royal  Older  of  the  12th  of  Bfarch  last ;  and  you  request  that  the  individuals  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  said  hulk,  may  be  allowed  occasionally,  and  under  proper  regulations,  to  (pjoy  the 
pleasure  of  going  ashore. 

I  have  ihe  honour  to  inform  you,  in  answer  to  your  above-mentioned  communication,  that  I  hastened 
to  tnoismit  the  contorts  of  it  to  (he  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Marine,  in  order  that  he  may 
ccmimiunicate  the  proper  directions  to  the  Captain-General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  to  act  in  the  greatest 
harmony  with  the  British  Commissionera,  and  endeavour  to  arrange  these  small  differences  in  as  far 
at  may  be  oompatttile  with  the  good  of  the  Queen's  service,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  Island. 

Upon  this  oeeasicm  I  repeat  to  you,  Ac  Ac 

Puiaoe,  Dec.  M,  1837. 

(Signed)  £.  DE  BAEDAXI  Y  AZARA. 

To  the  Minister  ef  Her  Britannic  Mqjeiiy. 


No.  31. 
Sir  G.  VilUera  to  Viwount  Palmer^ton. — {Received  Dec.  26.) 

(Extract.)  Madrid,  December  llth,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Copy  and  Translation 
of  a  Note  from  M.  Bardaxi,  together  with  its  Enclosure,  informing  me  that  the 
GoFemment  was  dissatisfied  wiw  the  manner  in  which  the  Captain-Greneral  had 
proceeded  in  the  case,  and  insisting  on  the  necessity  of  a  more  punctudi  fulfilment 
of  the  Treaty. 


Enclosure  in  No.  34. 


(Translation.)  M.  Bardaxi  to  Sir  G.  Villiers. 

Sib,  Madrid,  November  lOth,  1837. 

In  order  to  attend  in  a  becoming  manner  to  your  reclamation,  respecting  the  sale  of  a  certain 
number  of  bozal  negroes  at  the  Havana,  I  have,  by  Royal  command,  informed  the  Captam-Qeneral 
of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  Governor  of  the  said  Capital,  that  Her  Majesty  desires  that  the  Treaties  be 
religiously  observed,  and  that  she  will  see  with  pain,  that  the  slightest  infraction  of  them  is  tolerated, 
as  appears  to  have  been  the  case  in  the  matter  which  has  given  rise  to  your  reclamation,  although  Her 
Majesty  feels  persuaded  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  said  Captain-General  to  have  prevented  it, 
as  appears  from  the  testimony  irhich  has  been  «ent  to  this  office,  and  which  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
enclosing  to  you  in  original*. 

I  have  the  honour  of  making  the  above  communication  to  you,  in  reply  to  your  note  of  the  3rd  in- 
stant upon  this  subject. 

I  avail,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  BARDAXI  Y  AZARA. 

*  Sub-Enclosures  in  No.  37. 

Pafers  on  the  nihject  of  the  "  Denunciation  of  the  Sale  of  certain  Bozal  Negroes,"  Translations  of 
which  are  enclosed  in  Havana   Commisioners^  Despatch  of  June  30, 1837. 

(See  Class  A.) 
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No.  35. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  George  Villiers. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  December  27th,  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  for  your  information  a  Copy  of  a  Letter^  which  I 
have  received  from  Commander  Nixon,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Ringdove,"  con- 
taining some  information,  respecting  a  cargo  of  negroes  shipped  in  the  Rio  Conga, 
on  board  the  Spanish  Schooner  "  Kcnctdora^'  and  concealecl  on  board  that  vessel, 
while  she  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  prior  to  her  departure  for  the  West  Indies. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  George  Filliers,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  35. 
Mr,  Nixon  to  Viscount  Palmertton. 

HM.S.  Ringdove^  Havana^  October  28,  1837. 

I  AM  well  aware,  my  Lord,  it  may  be  irregular  my  addressing  you,  bat,  from  reading  the  docu- 
ments on  the  Slave  Trade,  and  observing  the  strong  personal  feeling  your  Lordship  appears  to  have 
in  it,  I  trust  the  new  and  extraordinary  case  I  now  state  will  plead  my  apology  for  addressing  you. 
On  the  14th  of  this  month  I  detained  and  brought  in  here  '*  La  Vencedora^**  Spanish  brigantine,  for 
having  twenty-six  negroes  concealed  on  board.  As  my  correspondence  with  the  Commissioners  will 
of  course  go  by  this  packet,  and  be  laid  before  your  Lordship,  I  will  not  occupy  more  of  your  time 
than  informing  you  that,  from  private  but  unquestionable  information  I  have  received,  however 
horrid  the  fact,  the  "  Vencedora"  shipped  a  cargo  of  negproes  at  Rio  Congo,  took  them  round  by 
Cadiz,  and  was  there  many  days  with  her  wretched  cargo  concealed,  but  which  must  have  been 
known  to  the  Spanish  sanitory  and  custom-house  authorities.  She  sailed  from  Cadiz  about  the  dtfa'or 
6th  of  September,  and  during  the  whole  passage  out  the  wretched  negroes  were  not  seen  by  the 
passengers,  but  who,  from  the  offensive  smell  from  below,  the  quantities  of  rice,  &.,  cooked,  were 
quite  aware  what  they  had  in.  Much  of  this  ipformation  I  had  from  a  Spanish  boy,  a  Carlist  prisoner, 
who,  by  some  oversight,  I  suppose,  has  been  lefl  on  board ;  it  has  gradually  eked  out  from  him^  but 
I  have  no  question  of  the  truth;  he  has  been  quite  consistent  in  his  information,  and  it  corroborates 
what  all  the  negroes  have  declared,  that  they  were  never  on  board  another  vessel ;  and  the  men  of  the 
**  Vencedora  "  told  this  boy  they  were  from  the  coast  of  Africa :  her  previous  employment  is  still  hid  in 
mystery.  This  unfortunate  boy  swore  to  all  he  said  in  the  most  solemn  manner :  he  was  and  is  in  the 
greatest  dread  of  being  assassinated  on  being  taken  on  shore,  if  known  what  he  has  told  us.  After 
being  with  us  a  few  days,  he  was  most  anxious  to  remain  with  the  English,  but  from  the  first  I  told 
him  it  was  quite  impossible.  I  had  his  information  reduced  to  writing,  and  have  it  ready,  with  other 
corroborative  circumstances,  to  bring  before  the  Court  whenever  they  will  allow  me,  and  felt  it  my  duty, 
both  verbally  and  by  letters,  to  give  the  Commissioners  the  first  and  earliest  gleam  of  information 
that  reached  me,  as  in  my  letter  of  October  22nd.  I  think  it  may  be  interesting  to  your  Lordship 
to  know  the  above  facts,  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  the  Court ;  and,  should  your  Lordship  care 
to  know  any  thing  of  me  personally,  I  beg  to  state  that  Admirals  the  Honourable  Charles  Fleming  and 
Sir  Philip  Durham,  and  Lord  Lynedoch,  have  long  known  me;  and  Sir  Robert  Gore  Booth,  whose 
property  in  the  county  Sligo  marches  with  some  of  your  Lordship's,  is  a  nephew-iii-law  of  mine. 

J  am,  &c, 
(Signed)  H.  STOPFORD  NIXON. 

P.  S. — From  private  information  received  by  Mr.  Schenley,  I  was  going  to  cruise  for  the  '*  Socora^^ 
now  expected,  and  will  do  so  the  moment  I  am  clear  of  **•  La  Vencedora,^*  Will  your  Lordship  pardon 
me  pointing  out  the  great  utility  it  might  be  having  on  board  the  "  Romney,''  amongst  the  black 
troops,  men  from  as  many  different  parts  of  the  coast  as  possible,  to  act  as  interpreters  in  cases  of 
attempted  concealment  and  fraud,  like  the  "  Vencedora  ?*' 

To  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.CB. 
^c.         8^c.         4-c. 
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SPAIN.     (Consular.) 


No.  36. 
Lord  Palmerstan  to  Mr.  Brackenhury. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  March  ZOth,  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  for  your  information  the  Copy  of  a  Despatch  which 
I  have  received  from  His  Majesty  s  Commissioners  at  Sierra  Leone,  reporting  the 
purchase  of  two  condemned  slave  vessels,  the  "  Vigilante''  and  "  Esperanca,'*  (A) 
on  account  of  Pedro  Blanco  of  the  Gallinas ;  and  I  have  to  desire,  that  should 
these  vessels  arrive  at  Cadiz,  you  will  waftch  them  narrowly,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  their  being  again  fitted  out  for  the  Slave  Trade,  for  which,  it  is  but  too 
probable,  they  are  destined  by  their  present  owner- 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

J.  M.  Brachenhury,  Esq. 


No.  37. 
Mr.  Hardy  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  April  \9th.) 
My  Lord,  St.  Ja^o,  de  Cuba,  I8th  February,  1837. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquunt  your  Lordship,  that  the  Portuguese  brig  Boca 
Negra,  J.  Cuamafio,  Master,  landed  on  the  6th  instant  at  Juragua  (a  little  to  wind- 
ward of  this  Port)  four  hundred  Africans  of  all  ages,  and  subsequently  entered  this 
Port. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  HARDY,  Jun. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  O.C.B.  Consul. 

8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  38. 
Mr.  Brackenbury  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  April  2oth.) 

My  Lord,  British  Consulate,  Cadiz,  13th  April,  1837. 

In  acknowledging  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  30th  ultimo,  enclosing 
me  a  Copy  of  a  communication  from  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Sierra 
Leone,  respecting  the  purchase  of  two  condemned  slave  vessels  by  Mr.  Robert 
Homell  of  that  Colony. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  the  *'  Esperanga  "  arrived  in 
this  Harbour  in  ballast  on  the  11th  February  last,  and  was  purchaseo  by  Mr. 
Matteu,  who  states,  that  he  has  been  too  unsuccessful  in  his  slave  voyages  to 
employ  the  *^  Esperanga''  again  in  that  inhimfian  traffic,  but  purposes  establishing 
her  as  a  constant  trader  between  this  Port  and  the  Havana. 

Her  British  Register  was  delivered  to  me  by  her  late  master,  Mr.  John  Tucker, 
on  the  17th  of  February  last,  and  was  forwarded  by  me  on  the  following  day,  by 
Her  Majesty's  schooner  "  Firefly,"  to  the  Honourable  Commissioners  of  Her 
Customs. 

I  have  Szc 
(Signed)  W.  N.  BRACKENBURY,  Jun! 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Ifc.  8fc.  Sfc.     "■ 
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30  SPAIN.    (Consular.) 

No.  39. 
Mr.  Brachenhury  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — Received  April  25th. 

My  Lord,  British  Consulate,  Cadiz,  14«A  April,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that  the  Russian  barque 
"  Cavalh  Marino,''  which  formed  the  subject  of  my  Despatch,  of  the  12th  of 
December,  1835,  is  on  the  point  of  sailing  from  this  Port,  under  Spanish 
colours,  with  a  cargo  of  merchandise  for  Manifla. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  N.  BRACKENBURY,  Jan. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc, 
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No.  40. 
Lfrrd  Howard  de  W^alden  to  Viscount  Ptiimerston* — (Received  Jimuart/  23rrf.) 

My  Lord,  ^  LUion,  1 4tii  Januan/,  1837. 

Although  I  can  report  no  progflss  made  in  the  ne^iation  oftbe  Slave- 
Trade  Treaty,  your  Lordship  will  learn  with  satisfaction  that  the  Decree  of  the 
10th  December  has  already  produced  beneficial  effects. 

Three  vessels  which  were  lying  in  the  Tagus«  under  e<][iupment  for  the  Slave- 
Trade,  have  been  prevented  from  sailing.  Another,  a  Spanish  vessel,  immediately 
left  this  Port,  for  Cadiz,  incomplete  in  equipment. 

An  English  house,  which  had  idSported  a  cargo  of  200  barrels  of  gunpowder  from 
Liverpool,  destined  for  Loanda  by  one  of  the  reputed  slavers,  has  not  ventured  to 
ship  it  in  the  vessel  in  question. 

The  Owners,  or  Consignees  of  the  slave- vessels  have  made  angry  protests  against 
the  application  to  them  of  that  article  "of  the  Decree,  which  requires  security  to 
be  given  in  Lisbon,  against  their  being  employed  in  the  Slave-Trade,  but  without 
effect. 

In  this  I  must  do  the  Viscount  Sa  da  Bandeira  the  justice  to  report,  that  he  has 
acted  with  perfect  good  faith.  It  remains  to  be  seen,  whether  he  can  enforce 
obedience  to  the  Decree,  on  the  part  of  the  Portuguese  authorities  in  general. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 

No.  41. 
Viscount  Pabnerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  February  28^,  1837. 

Two  months  having  elapsed,  since  your  Lordship  was  instructed  to  resume 
the  negotiations  for  the  conclusion  of  the  Slave-Trade  Treaty,  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  anxiously  expecting  some  account  of  the  result  of  your  endeavours, 
to  bring  this  long-pending  question  to  a  satisfactory  termination. 

Ample  proof  ^  the  mischief  arising  from  delay  is  furnished  by  the  accompanying 
Copies  of  Despatches  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  from  the  Havana ;  which  show,  that, 
in  the  Brazils,  and  at  Cuba,  the  Slave-Trade,  continues  to  be  carried  on,  under  the 
the  Portuguese  flag,  with  unabated  activity. 

You  will  communicate  the  facts,  reported  in  these  Papers,  to  the  Portuguese 
Government ;  and  you  will  state,  that  the  daring  conduct  of  the  Slave-Traders  is 
encouraged  by  the  aelay  in  concluding  the  Treaty. 

As  your  recent  Despatches  upon  this  subject  do  not  specify  any  fresh  objections 
raised  by  the  Portuguese  Ministers  to  the  Draft  of  Treaty,  I  am  not  without  hojifes, 
that  your  next  communication  may  announce  its  acceptance ;  but,  should  this  not  be 
the  case,  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  inform  His  Majesty's  Government,  what  is  the 
actual  state  of  the  negotiations. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Lord  Howard  de  TValden,  Lisbon. 


Enclosures  in  No.  41. 

Mr,  Hamilton^  Rio  de  Janeiro ^  December  19, 1836. 
His  Majesty*8  Commissioners,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  December  19,  1836. 
His  Majesty^s  Commissioners,  Havana,  January  2,  1837. 
(See  Papers  of  1836.) 
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*  No.  42. 

Lord  Howard  de  W^alden  to  Visoount  Palmerston. — (Received  March  27.) 
(Extract.)  Lisbon,  I2th  March,  1&37. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lorddhip's  Despatch,  marked  Slttvie 
Tra^e,  ofthe28thult. 

I  have  urged  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Bandeira  not  to  lose  any  time  in  conipletiBg, 
by  the  signature  of  the  Treaty  proposed  by  His  Majesty's  Government  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade,  the  work,  so  well  and  honourably  craamenced  by  him, 
by  the  Decree  of  the  21st  Decembei:,  18S6. 

I  believe  Viscount  de  Sa  to  be  sincerely  well  disposed  effectually  to  put  an  end  to 
the  Slave-Trade. 

I  shall  not  fail,  early  this  week,  again  to  press  His  Excellency  on  this  important 
subject,  on  making  known  to  him  the  contents  of  the  papers  transmitted  to  me  by 
your  Lordship.  I  cannot,  however,  hold  out  any  expectation  to  His  Majesty's 
Government,  that  any  progress  will  be  made  in  the  negotiation  of  the  Treaty,  uirtil 
after  the  prorogation  of  the  Cortes. 


No.  43. 
Lord  Howard  de  Walden  to  Vtscaunt  Palmerston. — (Received  March  26.) 

My  Lord,  Lisbon,  ISth  March,  1887. 

I  YESTERDAY  informed  the  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Bandeira,  that  I  had  received 
your  Lordship's  instructions,  to  bring  imder  notice  of  the  Portuguese  Government 
the  continued  abuse  of  the  Portuguese  flag,  as  a  cover  for  the  Slave  Trade,  and 
earnestly  to  press  upon  His  Excellency  to  follow  up,  by  an  eflBtcient  arrangement 
under  Treaty,  the  measure  of  the  21  st  December,  1836,  which  had  created  so 

food  an  effect  in  England,  and  was  so  honourable  to  himself  and  the  Portuguese 
irovernment. 
His  Excellency  admitted,  that  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  extent,  to  vdiich  the 
Portuguese  flag  was  used  as  a  cover  to  the  Slave  Trade,  and  assured  me  that  he 
was  seriously  anxious  to  put  an  end  to  this  traffic.  He  said,  he  really  Hail  so 
much  business  on  hand,  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  look  into  the  Project  of  the 
Treaty  hiuiself ;  that  he  thought,  the  work  upon  it  which  hte  had  des^ad  was  pro- 
bably completed  ;  and  he  promised,  that,  during  the  ensuing  holidays,  he  would 
look  it  attentively  over,  and  then  make  his  counter-proposition. 

The  Visccmnt  acknowledged  the  continuance  of  the  Slave  Trade  to  be  extremely 
detrimental  to  the  Portuguese  African  Colonies,  and  that  the  capital  embarked  in 
this  inhuman  traffic  was  almost  entirely  foreign. 

I  riav6    flio 

(Signed)  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  O.CB. 

8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  44. 
Lord  Howard  de  TValden  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  April  19.) 

My  Lord,  '  Lisbon,  \st  April,  1837. 

Viscount  de  a  Sa  da  Bandeira  informs  me,  that  he  has  been  working  at  a 
project  for  a  Treaty  to  render  effective  the  late  Decree  of  the  Queen  of  Portugal, 
abolishing  in  toto  the  Slave  Trade,  carried  on  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  and  that 
he  hopes  in  a  very  short  time  to  be  able  to  enter  with  me  upon  the  discussion  of  its 
provisions. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 

TJie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.  C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL.  33 

No.  45. 
L&rd  Howard  de  Tf^cdden  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  -dfpr|/25.) 

My  Lord,  Lisbon,  8t7i  Aprils  1837. 

The  Viscount  Sa  da  Bandeira  informed  me  yesterday,  that  he  hoped  in 
a  few  days  to  send  me  a  counter  project  of  a  Treaty  for  tlie  entire  abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  which  he  had  drawn  up,  with  original  notes,  explanatory  of  the 
reasons  for  deviating  from  the  Draft  of  that,  which  he  had  found  in  the  Foreign 
Office,  so  nearly  concluded  between  me  and  his  predecessor. 

I  expressed  my  anxious  hope  that  he  would  fulfil  his  good  intentions,  as  the 
delays  which  had  been  created  in  bringing  this  Treaty  to  a  conclusion,  were  little 
creditable  to  Portugal,  and  operated  injuriously  on  public  opinion  in  England,  as 
regarded  the  character  of  the  Portuguese  Ministers. 

The  Viscount  then  proceeded  to  inform  me,  that  by  accounts  which  he  had 
received  from  Brazil,  it  appeared  that  many  British  subjects  were  among  the  most 
active  encouragers  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and,  indeed,  to  such  an  extent,  that  it  was 
even  insinuated  that  His  Britannic  Majesty's  cruizers  kept  sometimes  purposely  out 
of  the  way,  in  order  to  aflford  them  opportunities  of  disembarking  their  cargoes  in 
safety. 

In  reply,  I  pointed  out  to  His  Excellency  how  superfluous  it  was  to  seek  for 
corrupt  motives  for  such  imputed  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  British  cruizers, 
as  His  Excellency  was  aware  that  the  Slave  Trade  with  Brazil  was  carried  on 
under  the  Portuguese  flag,  and  that  the  Portuguese  Government  had  not  as  yet 
conceded  to  the  British  cruizers  off  the  Coast  of  Brazil,  the  right  of  searching  any 
vessels  whatever  under  their  flag,  whether  the  bond  Jide  property  of  Portuguese 
subjects,  were  suspected  of  being  employed  in  the  Slave  Trade,  or  even  known  to 
have  slaves  on  board. 

His  Excellency  acknowledged  this,  and  repeated  his  determination  to  do  every 
thing  which  depended  upon  him  to  put  down  this  inhuman  traffic. 

T  nftV6   ci,o 

(Signed)  'HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
^c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  46. 
Lard  Howard  de  TValden  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  May  2nd.) 

My  Lord,  '  Lisbon,  22nd  April,  1837. 

In  consequence  of  the  suspicious  circumstances  connected  with  the 
**Latana/'  I  have  during  all  this  week  been  actively  prosecuting  my  investigation 
respecting  her,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  such  evidence,  as  may  render  it  im- 
possible lor  the  Portuguese  Government  to  refuse  to  seize  her  as  a  slaver. 

An  officer,  conversant  wiih  the  equipment  of  slave  vessels,  on  going  over  her 
observed  a  considerable  nimiiber  of  casks,  four  large  iron  tanks,  more  than  was 
necessary  for  the  ordinary  use  of  the  crew  of  any  merchant  vessel.  The  hold  was 
fitted  up  with  transverse  beams,  ready  to  receive  a  platform  deck,  such  as  is  used 
only  by  slavers. 

On  receiving  this  information,  I  reported  it  to  the  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Baudeira 
in  an  official  note,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  I  also  desired  M.  Consul 
Smith  to  endeavour  to  elicit  further  details  respecting  the  vessel. 

The  particulars  thus  obtained  were  most  important.  The  summary  is  as 
follows : — 

The  **  Latona  "  (which  previously  made  a  successful  slave  voyage)  was  sold  by 
a  Mr.  Oakley,  of  Philadelphia,  to  a  man  of  the  name  of  Falcao,  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Havana.  Part  of  the  purchase  money  was  paid  at  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Oakley  s 
son .  proceeded  in  the  **  Latona  "  to  the  Havana,  where,  in  the  presence  of  one  of 
the  deponents,  an  American,  he  received  the  remainder  of  the  purchase  money  in 
dollars.  The  crew  who  brought  her  to  Lisbon  were  engaged  only  for  the  voyage. 
M.  Falcjto  came  in  her,  as  did  also  a  man  by  name  Pauly,  who  did  not  make  his 
appearance  until  some  days  after  leaving  the  1  lavana.  During  the  voyage,  Pauly 
talked  of  the  seizure  of  the  '*  Diogenes  "  at  Mozambique,  of  wliich  vessel  he  stated 
tiiat  he  was  then  commander. 

The  Mate>  another  witness,  an  Englishman,  early  in  the  voyage,  in  moving  some 
Class  B  F 
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ballast  disclosed  some  ringbolts ;  tbey  were,  however,  immediately  put  out  of  sight. 
He  subsequently  became  acquainted  with  a  secret  passage  in  tl^  lining  of  the 
vessel,  through  which  a  man  could  descend  into  a  part  of  the  hold.  In  this  place 
a  stock  of  ringbolts  was  concealed.  He  also  stated  that  there  was  false  wainscotting 
in  the  stern,  as  also  a  double  ceiling  to  the  cabin,  in  which  hiding-place  arms  and 
various  other  things  were  deposited.  This  evidence  was  confirmed  by  the  above- 
mentioned  American,  who  had  also  been  one  of  the  crew. 

The  Mate  also  declared  that  under  the  ballast  were  concealed  the  guns  belong- 
ing to  the  vessel,  as  also  some  large  tubs  or  tanks  for  the  use  of  the  slaves. 

1  desired  the  above  deposition  to  be  taken  on  oath  before  the  Consul,  and  re- 
corded in  writing.  At  the  same  time  I  applied  to  the  Viscount  de  Sa  Baudiera 
to  institute,  in  presence  of  these  witnesses,  accompanied  by  a  British  officer,  a 
rigorous  search  of  the  "  Latona.^^  The  Viscount  refiised  to  allow  of  the  presence 
of  a  British  officer,  on  the  plea  of  its  looking  like  Foreign  Intervention.  M.  Vidal, 
however,  a  very  honourable  man,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Foreign  Office,  called  on 
me  by  the  Viscount's  desirej  to  arrange  tibt0  necessary  proceedings.  This  gentle- 
man put  into  my  hand  a  report  of  a  search  which  had  been  made  the  day  before  on 
board  the  "  Latona  "  by  the  Police,  in  which  it  was  declared  that  the  vessel  was 
free  from  suspicion ! 

I  explained  to  him  how  matters  .stoqft,  when  he  immediately  proceeded  at  my 
nequest  to  the  Consul's  office,  and  having  heard  the  evidence  which  had  been  col- 
lected, he  requested  that  the  witnesses  might  accompany  him  to  the  Folic  Office, 
where  their  sworn  depositions  were  immediately  examined,  and  desired  to  be 
translated,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  institute  a  fresh  search  of  the 
**  Latona.'' 

During  the  day,  the  three  witnesses  in*question  have  been  offered  by  the  Captain 
of  the  "  Latona "  money  and  a  free  passage  to  England  in  a  vessel  which  ssdls 
to-morrow,  provided  that  they  will  not  divulge  anything  they  know  about  the 
''  Latona:' 

I  trust  that  unless  previous^information  should  have  been  given  of  the  intended 
search  (which,  however,  is  improbable),  and  which  may  aflford  time  for  throw- 
ing the  ringbolts,  arms,  &c.,  overboard,  a  sufficient  evidence  will  at  once  be 
obtained  to  justify  the  Government  in  making  an  immediate  seizure  of  the 
"  Latona:' 

With  reference  to  the  letter  contained  in  the  *•'  Nacioned^'  (transmitted  by  me 
in  my  Despatch  No.  130)  signed  by  Senhor  Santos,  the  Adjutante  da  Praca,  at 
Mozambique,  suspecting  him  to  be  an  interested  person,  I  have  made  inquiries 
respecting  him,  and  I  find  him  to  be  brother  to  a  man  of  the  same  name  in  Lisbon, 
to  whom  I  have  already  referred  in  my  Despatch  No.  16,  Slave  Trade  of  Ae 
13th  May,  1836. 

The  American  vritness  in  his  deposition  further  states  Crocker  the  late  Master 
of  the  "  Latona:*  was  formerly  Mate  of  a  slave  vessel  called  the  **  Flying- Fidk," 
the  consort  of  the  *'  Maritata^  slave  schooner,  which  was  captured  by  1i» 
"  Nimble,"  schooner-of-war,  commanded  by  Captain  Bolton.  The  *' Ffying-FiM* 
landed  her  slaves  on  that  occasion  at  a  place  called  Accoreau  near  Cape  Bmnoo. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  O.C.B. 

CfC»  €[€•  CfC, 


Enclosure  in  No.  46. 

Lord-Moward  de  fFdUen  to  Vi$count  de  Sa  da  BoMfeara. 

MoHmuR  LB  VicoMTK,'  XMon,  I6th  il^%  183T« 

Bbino  informed  that  the  *^  Lafona:*  the  reputed  Slaver,  is  fitted  up  with  riil^4x>lt8^  and  has 
200  wa'er-caftks  on  board,  wliich  circumstances  constitute  evidence  considered  now  suflSdent  in  aU 
tribunals  to  prove  her  criminality,  as  connected  with  the  Slave  Trade,  I  lose  no  time  in  bringing  the 
circumstances  imder  the  notice  ot  your  Excellency. 

It  further  appears  that  this  vess-el,  which  appears  to  have  entered  under  the  American  flag,  came 
from  the  Havana,  having  some  how  or  other  leceived  on  board  the  Commander  of  the  "  Diogtmen^ 
the  Slaver,  which  is  said  to  have  been  protected  lately  by  the  fort  at  Mozanbique,  and  that  she  ianol 
navigated  according  to  the  navigation  laws. 

Under  these  circumstances,  considering  the  laws  of  Portugal  respecting  the  Slave  Trade  (and  as 
those  of  America  treat  vesse^dtoi  any  way  connected  with  the  Slave  Trade  as  Pirates),  1  submit  to 
your  Excellency  the  policy  of  seking  on  this  opportunity  for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  sahttary 
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ing  to  vessels  detained  for  the  Slave  Trade,  and  of  subjecting  the  '*  Latona  **  to  the  utmost  rigour  of 
the  law. 

The  Owner  of  the  "  Diogenes^^'  as  also  of  this  vessd,  the  "  Latona^**  is  reported  to  me  as  being  a 
Corsicao. 


To  Hi$  ExcdUney  VUcount  deSada  Baudeira. 


(Signed)  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 


No.  47. 

Howard  de  Walden  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.-rriHeceived  May  4<A.) 

(Extract.)  ^  lAsboriy  26th  April,  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  22nd  mstant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
"  Latona/*  I  have  tlije  honour  to  transmit  the  affidavits  of  three  of  the  late  ci-ew,  by 
which  the  character  of  this  vessel  is  fully  proved.  I  add  also  the  affidavit  of  a 
seaman  who  was  engaged  only  after  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  in  the  Tagus,  by 
which  it  appears  that'  notice  had  been  given  of  the  intended  search,  by  the  Portu- 
guese authorities. 

I  further  enclose  the  affidavit  of  another  individual,  as  corroborating  evidence  of 
the  disgraceful  connivance,  which  exists  between  the  Portuguese  authorities  and  the 
said  Slave  Trader. 

Having  represented  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  two  last-mentioned 
depositions  to  the  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Baudeira,  His  Excellency  requested  me  to 
write  to  him  officially  on  the  subject,  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  I  herewith 
enclose  a  Copy  of  my  Note  to  His  Excellency,  concerning  the  affidavits  before- 
joentioned. 

I  understand  from  the  Spanish  Minister,  Senhor  Perez  de  Castro,  that  Pauoly, 
who  is  to  have  the  command  of  the  "  Latona,'*-  states  himself  to  have  been  owner 
of  the  "  Diogenes/*  and,  as  a  Spanish  subject,  has  claimed  his  intervention  with 
the  Portuguese  Government,  to  claim  compensation  for  damages  suffered  from  His 
Majesty's  ship  "  Leveret**  while  under  the  protection  of  the  Portuguese  flag  at 
Mozambique.  I  have  inquired  of  M.  De  Castro  what  evidence  he  possessed  of 
this  said  Pauoly  being  really  a  Spanish  subject.  I  have  not  yet  received  his 
answer. 

P.S. — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  answer,  which  I  have  just  received  from 
M.  Perez  de  Castro. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  47. 

(Affidavit.) 

This  Deponent,  John  Williams,  lately  a  seaman  on  board  the  brig  *'  Latona^'  which  arrived 
in  this  port  under  American  colours,  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  maketh  oath  a:id  saith, 
that  on  the  seventh  day  of  February  last  he  shipped  himself  as  a  seaman  on  board  the  said  brig,  then 
IB  the  port  of  Havana,  understanding  that  she  was  boimd  to  Lisbon,  and  from  thence  to  London, 
without  any  fixed  ulterior  destination,  as  he  was  told  by  the  Master  Crocker :  that  deponent  observed 
that  there  were  fifleen  water-casks  on  board,  in  addition  to  which  fifleen  or  twenty  more  were  shipped 
at  (he  Havana,  which  he,  deponent,  helped  to  stow  ;  besides  which  there  were  some  leigars  or  water- 
tanks,  capable  of  containing  about  twepty-eight  pipes,  on  board  :  that,  during  the  voyage  to  Lisbcm, 
he  was  told  by  the  contramestre,  or  sailing  Master,  that  Don  Francisco  de  Falconie,  who  was  on 
board  as  passenger,  had  bought  the  vessel  a^t  Havana,  and  that  Mr.  Pauoly  (likewise  on  board)  was 
to  take  the  command  of  her  at  Lisbon :  also  that  the  said  Mr.  Pauoly  was  the  per^^on  who  had  com- 
manded the  Spanish  vessel  detained  off  Mozambique  by  an  English  ship  of  war :  that  the  said  Don 
Francisco  pressed  Deponent  to  continue  on  board,  and  go  on  in  the  vessel  on  a  slave  voyage  to  Mo- 
zambique, as  he  would  gain  more  by  it  than  he  would  on  board  a  fair  trader.  And,  further,  that  the 
said  contramestre,  whose  name  is  Francisco,  and  who,  he  believes,  is  a  Spaniard,  had  also  told  him 
that  the  "  Latona"  was  to  take  from  this  port  a  new  crew  for  the  vessel  detained  at  Mozambique  by 
the  Engliah  ship  of  war :  and  that  the  said  contramestre  further  told  him  that  the  other  vessel  was  to 
stay  at  Mozambkjae  till  the  arrival  of  the  ''  Latona,^'  when  they  were  to  sail  together  for  mutual 
aid  and  prot«fllion :  and  Deponent  further  saith  not. 

his 
Witnesses  to  the  Signature,  JOHN    X    WILLIAMS. 

murk. 
(Signed)    Jose  de  Ruys  b  Soura, 

Eugene  Sollitan,  of  Lisbon,  Gentleman. 

Sworn  before  me,  by  the  said  John  Willliams,  at  Lisbon,  this  21st  April,  1837. 

(Signed)  JER.  MEAGHER, 

B.  V.  Consul. 
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Second  Enclosure  in  No.  47. 

:      '     ;•      .     .  (Affidavit) 

This  Deponent,  Charles  Evaiis,  a  British  subjectjbeing  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  volunlarily 
maketh  oath  and  saith,  that  he  this  Deponent  being  then  at  the  Port  of  Havana,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba^ 
on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  December  last  past,  he  shipped  as  second  mate  on  board  the  Amertcaa 
brig  ^  Latona^"  then  under  American  icolonrs,  commanfled  by  ■*  Crocker,  and  signed  artkdes  to 
proceed  to  Lisbon  or  elsewhere,  but  he  was  informed  by  said  Master  that  the  **  LaionaT  was  to  pro- 
ceed from  Lbbon  to  London,  where  she  was  to  take  in  a  cargo  of  dry  goods,  with  which  she  was  Co 
Aroceed  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  That  immediately  after  he  shipped  himself  said  vessel  was  sold  by  a 
'Mr.  Oakley,  who  came  from  New  York  in  the  ** Latona"  as  supercargo,  to  a  Spaniard  then  at 
'Havana,  named  Don  Francisco  Falconie,  and  paid  the  purchase-money  for  ner  to  the  said  Mr.  Oaklej, 
who  afler  receiving  it,  immediately  returned  to  New  York.  That  about  a  fortnight  befbre  he,  depo- 
. nent,  shipped  on  board  the  ''  Latona*'  a  Mr.  Piiuoly  arrived  at  the  Havana  from  Mozambique,  and 
from  his  having  made  all  the  arrangements,  and  superititended  the  stores  and  provisions  sent  bli  boHid 
the  *'  Latojia,^*  as  welt  as  Deponent  believes  that  the  said  Mr.  l^auoly  is  connected  and  cone^med  in 
said  brig  **  Laiona}*  That  said  vessel  received  at  the  Havana  four  leigars  or  tank8,^capab1e  of  con- 
taining twenty  eight  pipes  of  watvr,  of  the  sort  generally  used  in  the  Slave  Ttade,  and  th^y-flve  wine- 
pipes,  besides  two  gang-casks  of  rum,  and  half  a  pipe  of  cognac  brandy,  and  two  chests  of  nrasloets. 
That  the  crew  consisted  of  thirteen  men,  composed  of  Portuguese,  Americans,  EngTisb,  Swedes,  and 
Russian*; ;  and  that  about  the  end  of  January  said  vessel  proceeded  on  her  voyage  to  this  pott,  the  stki 
Don  Francisco  Falconie  and  Mr.  Pauoly  being  passengers  in  her :  tliat  dnring  the  \*oyage  the  eotibi^' 
mestre  or  boatswain  repeatedly  asked  deponent  if  he  would  consent  to  remain  in  the  ^*  Le^&na^  wfai^ 
he  told  him  was  to  be  fitted  out  at  Lisbon  fur  the  purpose  of  returning  to  Mozambique,  to  be  empU>yed 
in  ^he^Sja^^Tfade.  a  cifpupist^nce  which  was  generally  made  known  to  all  the  crew,  but  that  Deponent 
refused  to  proceed  pn  sucli  traffic.  That  Mr.  Pauoly  informed  deponent  that  he  was  the  person  who 
commanded  the  Spanish  vessel  that  was  detained  by  the  English  brig-of-war  at  Mozambii|ae,  which 
he  said  al^o  belonged  to  the  said  Don  Francisco  Falconie ;  and  deponent  further  saith,  that  an  dearing 
away  the  dunnage  to  lay  the  water-casks  on,  he  discovered  four  pairs  of  slave-irons,  which  he  hove 
down  between  the  partner  beams ;  and  that  he  also  diaoovered  that  abe  had  a  box^caUn,  insfide  of 
which  he  diseove^  ia  place  containing  small  arms  and  powder;  that  the  said  vessel  is  also  fitted  with 
iron  cranks,  to  sling  a  slave-deck;  and  that  besides  the  four  guns  now  on  deck,  the  remainder  (of  14) 
are  stowed  and  hid  under  the  iron  ballast  And  deponent  further  saith,  that  whilst  at  Havana,  the 
said  Don  Francisco  Falconie  and  Mr.  Pauoly  lived  together,  and  that  the  said  Mr.  Pauoly  rcpee^ly 
told  him,  deponent,  that  he  was  to  take  flie  command  of  the  **  Latona,**  afler  she  was  fitted  oat  in 
Lisbon  for  the  Slave  Trade :  and  this  deponent  further  saith  not. 

(Signed)  CHAS.  C.  EVANS. 

'     .'  Witness  to  the  sigdature^  •'        ; 

'-'     '  EVOBNB  SUliLIVAIff*  . 

Sworn  before  me  to  the  trtith  of  the  foregoing  statement,  by  Charles  C.  Bvaw^  at  lisbon, 
«Ut  April,  183T.  .  . 

(Signed)  JER.  MEAGHER, 

B.  V.  ComuL 


Third  EnclosOTe  in  No.  47, 

.      (Affidavit). 

This  Deponent,  Solooion  CoUick,  lately  serving  as  cook  on  board  the  brig  *'  Latona^*  lAvh 
arrived  in  this  port  under  American  colours,  having  been  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  maketh 
oath  and  saiih,  that  he  shipped  as  cook  on  board  said  vessel,  in  the  port  of  New  York,  about  five  or 
ait  ninths  ago,  and  proceeded  in  her,  with  a  cargo  of  corn  and  flour«  to  (he  Island  of  St.  TiKMvas, 
where  us  he  beard  from  the  then  Master,  she  was  intended  to  be  offered  for  sale,  and,  if  not  sold,  to 

•  proeeed  to  the  Havana  for  the  same  purpose.  That,  not  having  found  a  purchaser,  said  vessel  pro- 
ceeded from  St«  Thomas's  to  Havana,  where  she  arrived  on  the  *24th  of  December  last,  and  was  there 
sold  to  Don  Francisco  de  Ftikonie  and  Mr.  Pauoly  by  a  Mr.  Oakley,  who  came  as^percargo  of  the 
vessel  from  New  York,  and  by  whose  father  she  was  owned.    That  to  De|iOnent's  certain  knowledge 

•the  purchase^money  of  said  brig  *'  Latona'*  was  paid  by  Don  Francisco  de  Falconie  to  Mr.  Qakley. 
That  Mr.  Oakley  told  deponent  that  he  had  sold  the  vessel,  and  advised  him  to  proceed  in  her  to 
Lisbon.  And  deponent  lurther  saith,  that  about  eight  years  ago,  beincp  then  in  the  city  of  Pl^a^ 
delphia,  employed  as  a  porter,  he  Mas  sent  on  board  said  vessel  to  bring  the  Captain's  lug^^age  on 

>  ahore,  when  he  was  told  in  conversation  by  the  Mate,  that  said  brig  *^Latona'  had  just  Veturaed  with 
a  carg^  of  cotton  from  New  Orleans,  to  which  port  she  had  proceeded,  after  having  landed  a  cargo  of 
slaves  at  a  creek  near  MatauzaF,in  the  Inland  of  Cuba,  which  fact  was  corroborated  in  Deponent's  nund 
by  his  seeing  a  quantity  of  fire-arms,  cutlasses,  boarding-pikes,  and  tomahawks.  That  while  the 
**  Latona^  was  at  the  Havana  in  January  last,  this  Deponent  and  Charles  Evans  were  stowing  casks 
and  leigars,  or  water-tanks,  on  the  (lunn»ge  (the  ballast  having  been  removed),  in  doing  whioh  they 
discovered  a  number  of  slave-irons,  hid  by  the  keelson,  where  they  were  covered  by  the  ballast.  That 
he  al-^o  kcowa  that  the  ^*  Latona"  has  got  false  lockers  behind  the  berths,  and  secret  places  by  the 
nidder*case  and  in  the  ceiling.  That  the  said  Don  Francisco  de  Falconie  and  Mr.  Pauoly  came  as 
passe irgers  in  the  **  Latona**  to  this  port ;  and  that  the  contramastre  xvt  sailing-master  had  preefed 
him  to  remain  in  said  vessel,  and  go  in  ber  on  the  slave  voyage  she  was  intended  for  afler  she  was 
fitted  out  at  Lisbon,  which  request  said  contramestre  likewise  made  to  the  rest  of  the  crew.  That 
said  contramestre  told  him.  Deponent,  that  Mr.  Pauoly  was  the  identical  person  who  commanded  the 
ve^el  whicli  had  been  detained  at  Mozambique  by  a  British  vessel  of  war:  and  further  Deponent 
saUhnot 

bit 
(Signed)  SOLOMON   5^  COLUCK. 

Witpess  to  the  signature, 
'£uO£nrSuluvan« 
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Sworn  before  me,  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  deposition,  by  Solomok  Collick,  before  me,  at 
Lfabon,  this  21st  day  of  April,  1837.  .,„.^„„« 

^  ^         ^  (Signed)  JER.  MEAGHER, 


Fourth  Endosure  in  No.  47. 


' ;    ;  -    ,/    /  (Affidavit.) 

.;.    This  Deponent,  Jacinthe  Patigneau,  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Prance,  being  sworn  on  the  Holy 

Bvangelists,.  voluntarily  maketh  oath  and  saith,  that  he,  Deponent,  on  the  29th  ultimo  shipped  on 

hoard  the  brig  **  LcUonOf"  lately  arrived  in  this  Port  imder  American  colours,  as  seaman,  where  he  has 

^, continued  Dntil.  yesterday  evening.    That  on  some  day  last  week  the  said  ship's  boats  conveyed  from 

;  pn  board  a  quantity  of  bottles,  containing  gunpowder  (he  having  seen  the  men  filling  the  bottles  witli 

•it)  which  were  landed  near  Boa  Vista  (Bull  Bay)  ;  and  that  the  boat  immediately  returned  enipty, 

and  then  conveyed  another  quantity  of  bottles,  also  coutaining^gunpowder.    That  a  few  days  since, 

wtiilst  Bhiftir^  the  ballast,  he,  Deponent,  observed  under  it,  about  one  hundred  manacles,  under  the 

•rvA  of  the  vessel,  and  which  are  covered  over  with  stones.    That  yesterday  all  of  a  sudden  the  contra- 

hneste  (boatswain)  told  him.  Deponent,  that  the  ''  Latona'*  was  going  to  be  sold,  and  desired  hhn 

1  taqiiit  the  vessel,  which  he  did  last  evening,  and  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  his  being  ordered 

.^.  shore  was  for  the  purposie  of  preventing  his  being  acquainted  with  what  was  doing  on  board,  and  to 

/aniHMd  hia  making  the  same,  k^ow^ :  and  Deponent  further  saith  not. 


Witness  to  the  Slgnatiure^ 
EiTGENB  Sullivan. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Xjisbon,  this  23ttd  April,  1837. 


his  ; 

JACINTHE  X  PATrGNEAU. 

mark 


JER.  MEAGHER, 

B.  V.  Consul 


Fifth  Enclosiire  in  No.  47. 


■^y  /,  /*  (Affidavit) 

This  Deponent,  Samuel  Grady,  of  Lisbon,  lodging-house  keeper,  and  a  British  subject,  volontarily 
maketh  oeth  and  saith,  that  on  the  21st  day  of  April  instant,  he.  Deponent,  of  his  own  accord,  went 

,,  oa  board  the  brig  *'  Latona,**  (which  vessel  lately  entered  this  port  under  An^erican  colonp)  together 
with  the  ^oveda,  or  Magistrate,  appointed  by  the  Portuguese  Government  to  search  .said  vessel  for 
c^ltiin  ^iiains,  inanocles,  and  other  instruments  used  in  the  Slave  Trade,  which  were  said  to  be  con- 
cealed .ii|  said  brig.  That  said  Magistrate  was  accompanied  by  two  persons,  one  of  whom  acted  as 
interpreter,  and  was  escorted  by  a  guard  of  four  soldiers.  That  with  Deponent  the  following  persons 
likewise  went  on  board  of  their  own  accord,  viz.,  Charles  Evans,  Solomon  Colliett,  John  Williams, 
John  Baker,  and  John  Lewis,  all  lately,  ^belongiiig  ta  the  smd  brig  ^*  Latona"  That  the  said 
Proveda  and  the  persons  who  accompanied  them  having  got  on  board  said  brig,  called  for  the 
captain,  and  said  he  had  a  warrant  to  search  the  vessel.     That  the  late  captain  was  not  onboard  at  the 

'^ HMe,  hot  dame  belbre  Deponent  and  the]]others  quitted  the  vessel.  Thait  the  Contramestre  or  Sailinj^ 
MiisCer  httving*  furnished  a  light;  said  Provedor  went  below  accompanied  by  Deponent  and  all^e 

"  oth^^rs  (eicejjt  the  sbldiers)  who  had  gone  on  board  with  him.    That  the  Provedor  and  his  two 

^^'IPottugue^  attendants  went  into  the  cabin,  and  having  merely  k>oked  found,  returned  again  ob  deck, 

^  without  having  made  any  search  whatever.     That  in  the  mean  time  Deponent,  with  Evans,  Collick, 
'  Williams,  Baker  and  Lewis,  went  down  into  the  and  began  to  search  in  the  place  where  some  of 

'  tlrem  recollected  that  the  irons  hod  been  stowed  away  at  the  Havana,  that  is  near  the  Keelson,  and 

'  'toween  the  water  ca^iks  and  the  ballast,  but  fonnd  nothing  but  a  file  and  a  key,  which  seemed  to 
belong  to  the  padlock  with  which  the  slave  chain  is  fastened.  That  before  tliey  had  time  to  make  any 
'.finrfh^r  search,  the  captain  who  had  just  returned  on  board,  called  out  from  the  hatchway,  ordering 
them  all  to  come  up,  which  they  accordingly  did.  1'hat  when  they  got  on  deck  again  they  saw  the 
Proveda  and  the  two  other  persons  who  came  with  him  standing  by  the  aAer  hatchway.  And  the 
Captain  was  pacing  the  deck  apparently  in  great  anger,  and  faying  that  if  he  had  been  on  board  he 

^  would  not  have  allowed  any  one  of  them  to  enter  the  i^ip.  That  Deponent  did  not  see  said 
Proveda,  not-  either  of  the  persons  who  meet  with  him,  make  any  search  whatever  on  board  said 
Mg;  and  that  in  a  few  minutes  after  Deponent  came  up  from  the  hold,  they  all  returned  on  shore. 
That  before  they  quitted  the  vessel  the  late  Captain  asked  CoUiett  what  business  he  had  on  board,  to 
which  Colliett  in  Deponent^s  hearing  replied  that  be  (the  Master)  had  no  business  on  board,  as  the 

C  **Latona"  had  been  sold  at  Havana  to  Don  Francisco  Falconie  and  Mr.  Pauoly,  and  that  the 

-  jmrchase-money  had  been  paW  for  her. 

And  this  Deponent  further  saith,  that  from  the  interest  he  felt  in  this  case,  arising  fVom  the  Circum- 
stance that  several  of  the  **  Laidna^s*^  former  crew  were  lodging  at  his  house,  he  on  the  22nd  instant 

*  again  accompanied  another  Magistrate  on  board  said  brig,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  second  search. 

"  Thdt  said  magistrate,  with  three  persons  yt\\o  accompanied  him,  and  Deponent,  together  with  all  the 

-  Individuals  who  had  gone  with  him  on  the  preceding  day,  went  before,  first  to  the  cabin  and  then  to 
the  afler-cabin,  in  both  which  places  they  searched  very  carelessly,  although  Deponent  repeatedly 
remarked  to  them  that  he  thought  they  were  very  negligent,  and  even  pointed  out  places  which  he 
said  ought  to  be  examined,  for  which  purpose  he  recommended  that  a  plank  should  be  taikeii  out  of 
the  sheathing  on  each  side,  which  could  have  been  done  without  injuring  the  vessel.  That  De- 
J^nent's  remarks  were  addressed  to  the  interpreter  and  by  him  conveyed  to  the  Magistrate,  who, 
however  did  not' attend  to  them  further  than  by  observing  that  if  any  injury  were  done  to  the  vessel  he 
(the  Magistrate)  would  have  to  pay  for  it.    That  Deponent  heard  Solomon  ColHett  assure  the  mter- 
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preto-  that  there  were  irons  on  bo&rd;  and  likewise  heard  Jacintbe  Patignean,  another  of  the  former 
crew  of  the  '•  Latona''  tell  the  interpreter  that  he  had  assisted  in  stowing  them  away  in  a  plaee 
whence  on  search  being  made  it  was  found  they  had  been  removed.  ITiat  the  whole  of  the  time 
during  which  the  said  Magistrate  was  on  board  was  about  an  hour  :   and  further  Deponent  saith  not 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  GRADY. 

Witness  to  the  Signature, 
Eugene  Sullivan. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Lisbon,  tlxis  24th  April,  1837. 

JER.  MEAGHER, 

B.  r.  dmnJ. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  47. 
Lord  Howard  de  fFalden  to  Viscount  Sa  da  BaudHra. 
M.  Le  Vicomtb,  Liiboti,  25<A  Aprils  1837. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  herewith 
the  affidavits  of  three  seamen  lately  of  the  **  Latona^'*  the  contents  of  which  had  several  days  ago 
been  communicated  by  your  Excellences  desire  to  the  Police  Office.  I  further  add,  a  fourth  affidavit 
made  by  a  man  who  had  been  engraged  on  board  the  **  Latona"  after  the  dismissal  of  the  crew  which 
brought  her  from  the  Havana  to  Lisbon ;  by  which  your  Excellency  will  perceive,  that  what  I  had 
anticipated  from  any  delay,  took  place,  namely,  that  notice  had  been  immediately  given  on  Friday  of 
the  intended  search  of  the  vessel  on  Saturday,  and  that  effects  had  in  consequence  been  landed,  whicji 
would  have  tended  to  afford  additional  proof  of  the  character  of  the  ^  Latona.*'  The  fifth  affidavit 
enclosed  denounces  the  conduct  of  the  officers  intrusted  with  the  search  of  the  '*  Laiona^^  which  is  a 
mere  repetition  of  the  disgraceful,  proceedings  which  took  place  with  regard  to  the  "  Esperama^* 
when  the  Duke  of  Palmella  was  Minister. 

Having  already  requested  that  a  British  officer  conversant  with  the  fitting  up  of  slavers,  should  be 
allowed  to  be  present  at  the  search  to  be  instituted  on  board  the  *'  Latona"  for  the  double  purpose  of 
pointing  out  to  the  Portuguese  authorities  what  would  constitute  conclusive  evidence  as  to  the  destina- 
tion of  this  vessel,  and  of  securing  the  witnesses  from  intimidation,  and  which  your  Excellency  refused  to 
allow,  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  bear  in  mind  the  extent  to  which  the  honour  of  the  Portuguese 
Government  y^\\\  have  been  compromised,  unless  now,  by  the  praiseworthy  exertions  of  more 
zealous  officers,  they  may  still  obtain  (in  addition  to  the  affidavits  Jwhich  1  now  place  in  your  Excel- 
lency's hands)  evidence  equally  conclusive  as  were  those  incontestible  proofs,  with  which  I  ofiered  to 
furnish  your  Excellency,  on  board  the  vessel  itself.  I  am  informed  that  the  **  Latona^*  this  day 
hoisted  American  colours,  although  His  Br  .tannic  Majesty 'i-Cousul  has  seen  in  the  American  Consufs 
hand  her  register  as  an  American  vessel  cancelled. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DE  WAEDEN. 

His  Excellency  Viscount  Sa  da  Baudeira. 
Src,  Sfc.  8fc. 

Seventh  Enclosure  in  No.  47. 

(Translation.)  M.  de  Castro  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden, 

Lisbon,  26tk  April,  1887. 
Le  Chevalier  Perez  de  Castro  has  the  honour  to  present  his  respects  to  Lord  Howard  de 
Walden,  and  wishing  to  satisfy  his  Excellency's  wish,  to  have  some  idea  of  die  reasons  on  which 
M.  Peoli,  Captain  of  the  *'  Latona"  founds  this  claim  to  his  protection  ;  he  hes  now  the  honour  to 
state  to  his  Excellency,  that  he  has  received  letters  from  a  Spanish  commercial  house  at  Bordeaux, 
recommendmg;  M.  Peoli,  Captain  of  the  **  Diogenes^''  and  announcing  at  the  same  time,  that  the  pro- 
tion  of  the  Government  as  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  had  been  claimed  lor  him :  that  the  publicity  caused 
by  the  debates  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  since  the  representations 
addressed  to  the  Government  on  the  subject  of  the  affair  of  Mozambique,  and  the  answer  of  the 
Mmister  of  Mariue,  have  confirmed  him  in  the  persuasion  that  M.  Peoli  is  the  Captain  of  the  Spanish 
brig  "  Diogenes^**  detained  at  Mozambique ;  and  lastly,  that  the  authentic  documents  of  which  M. 
Peoli  is  the  bearer  from  Mozambique,  prove  him,  beyond  a  doubt,  to  be  the  Captain  oi  the  brig 
*'  Diogenes  J*  whose  papers  were  detained  in  the  last-mentioned  town,  and  are  now  on  their  way  to 
this  capital,  M.  Peoli  having  a  forma)  certificate  of  their  existence. 

According  to  these  very  positive  proofs,  the  Chevalier  Perez  de  Castro  has  not  been  able  for  a 
moment  to  doubt  that  M.  Peoli  is  the  Captain  of  the  "  Diogenes" 

Moreover,  he  has  informed  his  Government  of  what  has  passed,  and  he  will  thus  be  enabled  to  know 
how  far  the  claims  of  the  said  Captain  are  carried. 

The  Chevalier  Perez  de  Castro  had  no  previous  knowledge  of  the  suspieioas  raised  by  Hta  Excel- 
lency as  to  the  part  which  M.  Peoli  may  have  taken  in  the  Slave  Trade ;  but  he  is  very  thankful  tti 
Lord  Howard  for  the  iuformation,  by  which  he  will  not  fail  to  profit,  if  possible. 

llie  Chevalier  Perez  de  Castro,  begs,  &c. 
To  His  Excellency  Lord  Howard  de  Walden. 
^c.  4-c.  4rc. 

No,  48. 
Vteamnt  Pahnerston  to  Lard  Howard  de  fFalden. 

My  Lord,  Foreiffn  Office,  6<A  May,  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Havana,  stating  that  Don  Jozfe  Fernandez,  a  notorious  slave  dealer,  has  been 
nominate  Portuguese  Consul  in  that  city. 
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.  Your  Lordship  will  make  inquiry  into  this  matter ;  and,  if  the  information 
furnished  to  the  writer,  as  to  the  appointment  of  Don  Joze  Fernandez,  should 
prove  correct,  you  will  communicate  to  the  Portuguese  Government  the  fact  of 
his  connexion  with  the  Slave  Ti-ade,  and  will  at  the  same  time  point  out  to  the 
Portuguese  Government,  how  much  the  selection  of  such  a  person  for  this  parti- 
cular post  must  tend  to  assist  the  Slave  Traders  at  Cuba,  and  to  encourage  a  be- 
lief, that  the  Portuguese  Government  favours,  instead  of  discountenancing  that 
traffic. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Lwd  Howard  de  Walden. 
^c.  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  48. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  dated  the  Havana^  2Ath  February,  1837. 

A  Rrport  has  reached  me  upon  creditable  authority,  that  Don  Jo9^  FemaDdes,  a  partner  of 
il<e  Aniericaii  House  of  Georgre  Ni^ht  and  Ca,  has  lately  been  nominated  Portuguese  Consul  for 
Havana.  This  individual  is  one  of  the  most  notorious  slave  dealers  either  here  or  upon  the  Coast  of 
Africa.  His  brother  resides  at  Whydato,  having  various  establishmettts  likewise  for  slave  dealing. 
An  appointment  of  such  a  nature  by  the  Portuguese  Government,  could  only  he  made  with  the  inten- 
tion of  forwarding  tlie  Slave  Trading  enterprises  (now  carried  on  to  such  an  extent  under  her  flagX  by 
an  act  of  the  most  open  barefacedness. 


No.  49. 
jLoffl?  Howard  de  ff^alden  to  VUcaunt  Palmerston.— (Received  May  7th.) 

My  Lord,  Lisbon,  30th  April,  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatches  of  the  Slave  Trade  Series,  of  the  22nd 
and  26th  instant,  respecting  the  "  Latona  "  Slaver,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  Lordship,  that  the  American  Charge  d' Affaires  has  withdrawn  his  protection 
from  this  vessel. 

I  have  made  known  to  him  all  the  particulars  connected  with  her,  and  have 
%rnished  him  with  certified  copies  of  the  depositions  of  the  various  witnesses 
against  her. 

'  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Baudeira  also  assured  me  yesterday,  that  she  should  not  be 
allowed  to  use  the  Portuguese  flag,,  but  he  could  not  tell  me  what  course  of  pro- 
ceeding against  her  was  in  progress.        \^- 

It  remams  now  to  be  seen  whether  Panbly  will  address  himself  to  the  Spanish 
Minister  for  protection. 

T  Tinvp    XcC 

(Signed)       '       '  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN^ 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G,C.B. 
cfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  50. 

Lord  Howard  de  fFalden  to  Vtsconnt  Palmerston. — (Received  May  7th). 

My  Lord,  Lisbon,  May  1st,  1837. 

I  AM  informed  to-day  that  the  "  Latona  *'  has  been  purchased  by  a  British 
merchant  at  Lisbon,  by  name  of  Shore. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  by  the  proceedings  of  this  case,  how  hopeless  it 
is  to  expect  the  punishment  of  any  parties  in  Portugal  connected  with  tlie  Slave 
Trade. 

It  is  probable  that  Pauoly  and  Falconie  have  disposed  of  the  *'  Latona,**  her 
character  having  become  too  notorious  for  their  purpose,  and  that  they  will  pur- 
chase some  other  vessel  in  this  port,  which  may  answer  their  purpose  equally  welly 
without  attracting  the  vigilant  attention  of  His  Majesty's  cruizers  in  the  same  way 
Ihey  apprehend  the  "  Latona  "  would  have  done. 

I  shall  have  the  proceedings  of  Pauoly  and  Falconie  closely  watched.    The  two 
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houses  here  of  Perfume  and  Scheffer,  the  reputed  principal  and  agents  in  the 
Slave  Trade,  have  failed  within  the  last  week. 

T  fiA vo    Sec 

(Signed)        Howard'  de  walden. 

To  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 


No.    J. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  fValden. 
My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  May  lOth,  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  a  Despatch 
from  His  Majesty's  Commisioners  at  Sierra  Leone,  containing  a  Report  upon  the 
Slave  Trade,  during  the  year  1836,  together  with  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  a 
respectable  merchant  in  the  Rio  Minez  upon  the  same  subject. 

You  will  commimicate  the  information  contained  in  these  papers  to  the  Por- 
tuguese Minister,  pointing  out  to  his  particular  notice  the  open  manner,  in  which 
the  Portuguese  Authorities  at  Porto  Praya,  and  at  other  Settlements  belonging  io 
Portugal,  supply  Spanish  vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  with  the  means  of 
sheltering  their  unlawful  transactions  under  the  Flag  of  Portugal ;  and  you  will 
state,  that  if  this  fraudulent  use  of  the  Portuguese  colours  shall  continue  to  be  per- 
mitted, the  Portuguese  Government  must  not  be  surprised,  if  a  flag,Jhus  deliberately 
prostituted  to  such  base  purposes,  should  no  longer  be  respected  by  British 
cruizers. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  51. 

Sierra  Leone  Commissioners^  January  5, 1837. 
(See  Class  A.,  1836.     Supplement  A.,  No.  3.) 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  51. 

Extract  ofa^  Letter  dated  Rio  Mincz,  2itk  February ^  1837. 

There  have  arrived  in  the  river  Rio  Ponzas  during  the  last  three  weeks,  foar  vessels  ander 
Portuguese  colours,  which,  it  appears,  are  now  readily  obtained  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  on 
payment  of  a  douceur  of  iSf.  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  From  what  you  know 
of  Portuguese  Governors,  you  may  jiid<j:e  what  is  the  probability  of  any  of  them  having  the  virtue  to 
resist  the  temptation  of  1500  or  2600  dollars,  freely  given  by  any  Spanish  slaver  for  a  set  of  Portu- 
guese papers.  I  am  told,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  a  fact,  that  no  less  than  fifteen  from  Cuba  have, 
within  the  last  two  months,  received  Portuguese  papers  from  Porto  Praya,  oil  payment  of  ^ms  varying 
from  1500  to  2000  dollars,  according  to  the  size  of  the  vessel  and  the  value  of  the  cargo. 


No.  52. 

Lord  Howard  de  JValden  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (^Received  May  14/A), 

^Extract.)  Lisbon,  5th  May,  1837. 

I  REPORTED  to  your  Lordship  in  my  Despatch,  of  the  Ist  instant,  that  an 
English  merchant,  by  name  Sliore,  had  purchased  the  "  Latona^  On  reference 
to  that  gentleman,  I  find  this  not  to  be  the  case ;  although  it  was  so  stated  by 
those  on  board,  and,  moreover,  tlKit  they  were  going  to  hoist  British  colours. 

I  have  now  to  add,  that  the  "  Latona  "  continues  to  carry  Portuguese  colours ; 
and  I  am  assured  that  she  has  been  transferred  (nominally  only  I  suspect)  to  the 
notorious  Gil  dos  Santos,  the  owner  of  the  '*  Jiapina,^*  and  brother  to  the  Adjudonte 
de  Praco,  at  Mozambique,  to  which  place  the  "  Latona*'  is  bound. 
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No.  53. 
herd  Howard  de  fPalden  to  Ftscount  Palmerston. — (Received  May  14M.) 
(Extract.)  Lishon,  5th  May,  1837. 

The  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Bandeira  lias  at  last  transmitted  to  me  his  counter 
project  of  a  Treaty  for  the  Aholition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Tliis  document  is  much  at  variance  with  the  project  transmitted  to  me  under 
your  Lordship's  instructions,  as  to  principle,  spirit,  and  efl&ciency. 


No.  54. 
Lord  Howard  de  fFalden  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  May  27.) 
My  Lord;  Lisbon,  I3th  May,  1837. 

I  HAVING  signified  to  the  Viscount  de  Sa  Bandeira,  that  in  transmitting  to 
me  the  counter-project  for  a  Treaty  of  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  it  woilld 
have  been  a  more  regular  proceeding,  if  it  had  been  accompanied  by  an  Official 
Note  of  transmission,  his  Excellency  accordingly  addressed  such  a  Note  to  me, 
which  I  received  only  late  last  night,  and  of  which  I  now  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  a  Copy  and  translation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstan,  G.C.B. 
Sic.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  54.  ^ 

M.  Sa  da  Bandeira  to  Lord  Howard  de  Waldcn. 

Cfranslalion)  Foreign  Office,  \2th  May,  1837. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.  has  the  honour  to  transmit  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden,  &c.,  the  Counter 
Project  of  a  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  such  as  it  ought  to  be  concluded,  in  order  to 
make  it  harmonize  with  the  Decree  of  the  10th  December,  1836,  which  completely  abolishes  that 
odious  traffic  throughout  the  Portuguese  dominions/  Certain  stipulations  are  also  adopted  therein, 
similar  to  those  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  concluded  between  France  and 
Sweden  on  the  21st  of  March  1836,  a  printed  Copy  of  which  is  annexed,  and  which  is  based  through- 
out upon  the  Conventions  concluded  for  the  same  object  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  on  the 
80th  November  1831,  and  the  22d  March  1833,  to  which  both  the  said  Powers  have  requested  and 
obtained  the  consent  of  other  Powers.  These  atipulalions  of  the  Counter  Project,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  are  founded  upon  a  perfect  and  just  equality,  and  are  in  complete  conformity  with  what 
Great  Britain  has  latterly  agreed  to  with  other  Powers  upon  this  point,  are  mutually  honourable  to 
both  Crowns,  and  are  consequently  deserving  of  the  aj^robation  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 
Lord  Hotcardde  Walden,  (Signed)  SA  DA  BANDEIRA. 

4r».  4rc. 


No.  55. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  TValden. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  %th  June,  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  for  communication  to  the  Por- 
tuguese Government,  the  accompanying  Extracts  from  a  Letter  addressed  to  Lord 
Glenelg  by  His  Majesty's  Superintendent  of  Liberated  Africans  at  the  Havana, 
reporting  the  continued  use  of  the  Portuguese  flag  and  Papers  by  Spanish  vessels 
engageain  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

The  Lord  Howard  de  TValden, 
Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  55. 

Extract  of  a  Letter,  dated  Havana^  Wth  February,  1837. 

The  Spanish  slavers  now,  almost  universally,  and  without  the  slightest  impediment,  adopt  the  Por- 
tuguese flag,  and  by  this  means  get  rid  altogether  of  the  Equipment  Clause,  the  most  valuable  part  of 
the  Treaty. 
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This  facility  with  which  the  Portuguese  flag[  itf  adopted,  and  the  exemption  from  all  inquiry  here 
into  its  adoption,  e:i^n  in  caaes  of  veseds  known  in  the  Havana  to  h^ve  isailed  n^der  the  Spanish  fla^ 
-—except  in  a  single  case,  tiiat  of  the  '^  fi(i)cear^"-*4ias  now  made  the  practice  genermL  There  is 
neither  difficulty  nor  danger  in,  it,  the  Commanders  are  Spaniards ; — an  oath  to  a  Custom-House—r 
a  bribe  to  a  Consul — fictitious  Papers  and  false  colours — and  a  Spanish  slaver  is  at  once  conyerted 
into  a  Portngoete  merchant  vessel 


No.  66. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  TP  olden. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  7th  October,  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  to  your  Lordship^  "  Slave  Trade,"  of  the 
10th  of  May  last,  upon  the  subject  of  the  faciKties  afforded  to  persons  engaged  in 
the  Slave  Trade,  by  the  Authorities  of  the  Portuguese  Settlements  on  or  near  the 
Coast  of  Africa,  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Copies  of  2  Despatches, 
and  of  their  Enclosures,  which  I  have  received  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissionerft 
at  Sierra  Leone,  containing  an  account  of  the  condemnation  of  2  vessels,  the 
^* Florde  Tejo*'  and  the  '' Provideneia,''  captured  with  slaves  on  board,  under 
Portuguese  colours. 

From  the  evidence  produced  at  the  trial  of  these  vessels  before  the  Mixed  Court 
of  Commission,  it  appears,  that  the  **  Flor  ds  Tejo  *'  sailed  from  the  Havana  bearing 
the  character  ci  a  Spanish  schooner,  and  under  Ae  name  of  ''  Flor  de  Mar,'^  and 
that  while  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands  she  assumed  the  flag  of  Portugal ;  and 
that  the  "  Providencia,"  in  like  manner,  arrived  at  Princes  Island,  under  the  Bra* 
zilian  flag,  and  there  assumed  the  flag  of  Portugal. 

Both  cases,  indeed,  afford  the  plainest  proofs  of  the  readiness,  with  which 
the  Portuguese  Authorities  at  the  above-mentioned  places  extend,  by  mock  transfers, 
the  protection  of  the  flag  of  Portugal  to  vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade ;  and 
I  have,  therefore,  to  instruct  you  to  renew  the  representations,  which,  by  my 
Despatch  above  mentioned,  you  were  desired  to  make  to  the  Portuguese  CkJvem- 
ment  upon  this  subject 

On  referring  to  the  First  Enclosuire  in  n^  Despatch  of  the  10th  of  May  above 
mentioned,  your  Lordship  will  find  that  F.  Cardezo  de  Mello,  and  Ribmo,  the 
Master  of  the  ^  Flor  de  Tejo/*  have  already  been  reported  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  as  parties  concerned  in  transactions  of  this  nature,  and  you  will,  there- 
fore, further  demand  from  the  Portuguese  Government,  that  the  necessary  steps  be 
taken  fyr  the  due  execHtion  of  the  Decree  of  the  10th  Deoember,  by  the  trial  and 
punishment  of  the  above-named  Portuguese  subjects,  as  implicated  in  offences 
against  that  Decrea* 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

The  Lord  Howard  de  TValden, 
8fc.  Sfc. 

Enclosures  in  No.  56. 
Sierra  Leone  Commissioners,  Sth  July,  1837. 

(See  Class  A.) 


No.  57. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  TVaJden. 

Mt  Lord,  Foreign  Office^  16A  October.  1837. 

I  HEREwrm  transmit  for  your  information  the  accompanying  Copies  of 
8  Despatches  and  of  their  Enclosures,  which  I  have  received  from  Her  M»esty*s 
Commissioners  at  Rio  de  Janeiro^  containing  Returns  of  vessels  that  arrived  from, 
and  sailed  for,  the  Coast  of  Africa  during  the  months  of  May,  Jone^  and  Jaly ;  and 
I  have  to  instruct  your  Lordship  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment to  the  statemei£(g  therein  contained,  as  affording  an  additional  proof  of  the 
increasing  extent  to  which  the  flag  of  Portugal  b  used>  to  cover  transactions  in 
Slave  Trade. 

I  havG  AvA 
The  Lord  Howard  de  fTaklen,  (Signed)  '  PALMERSTON. 
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EodMURS  in  Nov  £7«. 

Mh^Me^fmiff^i  Ctmrnimomn  ai  Mia  dt  MtuirOfJuiu  UUk^  ISST*. 

„  ^  Auguit  Uth^  „ 

(366  Class  A.) 

No.  58. 
Vucount  Palmerstan  to  Lard  Howard  de  Tf'alden. 

(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  27ih  October,  1837. 

Your  Lordship's  Despatches  of  the  Slave  Trade  series  have  been  received 
at  this  Office  up  to  that  of  the  24tii  May  l^t 

With  reference  to  your  Despatch  of  the  5th  of  May  last,  inclosing  the  counter- 
project  of  Treaty  which  the  Portuguese  Government  then  proposed  for  adoption, 
instead  of  the  project  submitted  to  them  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government^ 
I  have  to  inform  you,  that  H^r  Majesty's  Government  deeply  regret,  diat,  after 
nearly  two  years'  negotiation,  the  Government  of  Portu^  should  have  refused 
lb  consent  to  the  Drafts  which  was  proposed  by  Great  Britain,  and  which  lyaa 
nearly  word  for  word  the  same  with  the  Treaty  which  Spain,  so  much^to  her  honour^ 
has  agreed  to. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  its  great  disappoint- 
ment at  this  refusal,  which  it  had  no  right  to  expect ;  and  Her  Majesty's  uovem- 
ment  has  learnt  with  some  surprise,  that,  in  reply  to  a  proposal  to  conclude  a  Treaty, 
founded  upon  one  already  concluded  between  England  and  Spain,  the  Portuguese 
Government  has  asked  it  to  take  for  its  model  a  Treaty  concluded  between  France 
and  Sweden,  to  which  England  is  not  directly  a  party. 

Your  Lordship  will  now  acquaint  the  Portuguese  Minister,  that  the  Draft  pror 
posed  to  you  by  M.  Sa  da  Bandeira  is  inadmissible,  and  you  will  again  make  a 
vigorous  effort  to  persuade  the  Portuguese  Government  to  accept  the  Draft  first 
cent  out  to  you,  with  the  addition  of  tli^  2  Articles,  the  insertion  of  which  you  were 
instructed  to  admit  by  my  Despatch,  of  25th  AprD,  1836. 


No.  59. 
Lard  Howard  de  FFalden  to  discount  PahnerHon. — (Received  November  24.) 

Mt  Lord,  Lisbon,  I4ih  November,  1837.  ^ 

I  HAVE  spoken  to  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Bandeira  on  the  subject  of  the  renewal 
c^fhe  suspendea  negotiations  on  the  Slave  Trade;  and  his  Excellency  has  assured 
me  of  his  disposition  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the  question  in  its  general 
bearings  witiiout  delay. 

I  hare,  &c. 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DE  .WALDEN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  O.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  &!c. 

No.  60. 
Lord  Howaofd  de  Walden  to  Viscount  PahnersUm. — (Received  November  29.) 

Mt  Lord,  Lisbon,  2lst  November,  1837. 

I  have  been  informed  by  the  Under  Secretary  of  ^ate»  that  the  Portuguese 
f>rig  ^^  Eugenia,**  suspected  of  being  a  slaver^  has  been  captured  by  the  Brazilian 
aloop-of-war  **  Regenera^ao^*  and  sent  by  her  to  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

I  have  Slg 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 

.I%6  Bight  Hon.  Fheount  Pdtnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfe. 

No.  61. 
Lord  Howard  de  Waiden  to  Vitcount  Palmerston. — {Received  November  29.) 

Mt  Lord,  Litbon,  2l*t  November,  1837. 

I  HAYB  agein  ui^d  Yiscoant  de  Sa  to  lose  no  time  in  resuming  negoti- 
ations for  a  TVeaty  with  Great  Britab,  under  which  tiie  Slave  Trade,  carried  oh 
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under  the  Portuguese  flag  contrary  to^  law^  may  be  effectually  suppressed.  His 
Excellency  has  promised  to  give  his  early  attention  to  the  suoject,  and  has 
requested 'me  to  furnish  him  with  a  Copy  of  the  Treaty  concluded  on  the  28th 
June,  1835,  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  for  this  object,  which  I  have  done. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 

TJie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstony  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


No.  62. 
Viscount  Pabnerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  Waldeiu 

My  Lord,  Foreign  OfficCy  Atk  December,  1837. 

I  HEHEwiTH  transmit  to  your  Lordship^  for  communication  to  the  Portu- 
guese Government,  the  accompanying  Copy  of  a  Letter,  addressed  by  Rear- 
Admiral  Hamond  to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  containing  a  repre- 
sentation, that  the  Portuguese  Authorities  at  that  port  allow  slave-vessels  to 
navigate  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  in  open  defiance  of  the  laws  of  Portugal. 

I  am,  &c. 
The  Lord  Howard  de  Walden,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  62. 
Sir  E.  Hamond  to  Mr,  Hamilton. 


Sir,  Dublin^  Rio  de  Janeiro^  September  9tky  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  with  an  extract  from 
one  addressed  to  you  by  the  Imperial  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  requesting  you  will  exert 
your  influence  in  order  that  Her  Majesty's  sbip-of-war  under  my  command  may  be  instructed  to 
cruize  on  the  coasts  of  this  province,  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  in  reply,  I  request 
you  will  be  pleased  to  make  known  to  the  Imperial  Government,  that  the  limited  number  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships-of-war  under  my  command,  stationed  on  the  east  coast  of  South  Africa,  cruise 
for  that  purpose,  as  much  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  other  duties  which  they  have  to  perform ; 
and  that  I  consider  it  would  not  be  proper  to  withdraw  from  the  distant  provinces,  and  from  the  river 
Plate,  the  vessels  now  necessarily  stationed  there  for  the  protection  of  British  commerce,  with  the  sole 
view  of  guarding  the  province  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  from  the  scandalous  illicit  traffic  in  Slaves,  which 
although  unhappily  so  prevalent,  it  is  so  easy  for  the  Imperial  Government  itself  to  check  in  the  very 
outset,  by  simply  giving  orders  that  no  vessel  shall  be  cleared  outwards  or  inwards  at  the  Custom  Houses 
of  any  of  the  ports  of  Brazil  without  producing  the  ruUional  risgUier  and  other  documents  required  by 
the  law  of  the  country,  whose  flag  the  vessel  may  show  to  prove  that  she  is  lawfully  navigated  as  a 
merchant  vessel  of  that  country,  instead  of  allowing  merchant  vessels  (as  is  now  notoriously  the  case) 
to  shift  their  flag,  and  changre  their  names,  at  will,  and  proceed  to  sea  with  the  most  irregular  and  in- 
complete papers ;  and  to  return,  entering  inwards  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  50  pipes  of  salt  toater  and 
one  parrot,  to  the  reproach  of  all  good  governments,  and  the  efiectual  encouragement  of  the  illicit 
traffic  in  question. 

X  have  &c 

(Signed)  G.  E.  HAMMOND. 

Vice- Admiral. 

P.S. — In  the  "  Journal  de  Commercio  **  of  this  day,  there  is  recorded  the  "  Entrada  "  of  the  Por- 
tuguese schooner,  *'  Andorinhay*  from  Benguela,  cargo  10  gamelas  of  wax  and  21  tusks  of  ivory.  It 
b  not  possible  that  such  a  cargo  can  pay  the  freight  of  the  vessel,  and  that  alone  makes  her  more  sus- 
picious, but  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  vessel  has  not  (me  of  the  papers  required  by  the  law  of 
Portugal,  to  enable  her  to  navigate  under  that  flag. 

Similar  entries  are  recorded  almost  daily,  and  are  passed  by  the  authorities  of  the  country ;  thus 
attempting  to  cast  the  blame  upon  the  few  English  ships-of-war  on  this  station. 

Will  the  Brazilian  Government  authorise  me  to  examine  and  search  the  vessels  so  coming  into 
port,  after  evading  the  cniizers  on  the  coast,  and  prove  (if  the  Government  is  blind  to  the  fact)  the 
wilful  remissness  of  the  Portuguese  authorities  here,  in  suffermg  such  vessels  to  navigate,  in  open 
defiance  of  the  laws  of  Portugal. 

(Signed)  G.  E.  HAMMOND. 

No.  63. 
Lord  Howard  de  TValdento  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  December  18.) 
My  Lord,  Lisbon,  Wth  December y  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  herewith  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  a  Note  which  I  have 
addressed  to  the  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Bandeira,  in  execution  of  your  Lordship's 
Instructions,  conveyed  to  me  in  your  Despatches  of  the  24th  July  and  16th  Octoher, 
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of  this  year,  marked  "  Slave  Trade/'  relative  to  the  encouragement  given  to  that 
disgraceful  traffic  by  different  Portuguese  Authorities,  and  the  extent  to  which  the 
national  flag  of  this  country  has  been  prostituted  for  the  ends  of  that  inhuman 
commerce. 

I  have;  &c. 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  ^c.  ^c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  63. 

Lord  Hawcurd  de  Walden  to  Viscount  de  Sada  Bandeira.  ' 

Lisbon^  6th  December ,  1887. 

The  Undersigned  has  been  instructed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  communicate  to  that 
of  Her  Majesty's  Forei^.  Minister  the  Documents  herewith  enclosed,  demonstrating  the  encourage- 
ment continued  to  be  given  by  Portuguese  Authorities  and.  subjects  in  the  Dominions  of  Portugal 
to  the  disgraceful  and  prohibited  traffic  in  slaves. 

By  the  Returns  of  the  vessels  which  have  sailed  from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  his  Excellency  will 
receive  a  convincing  proof  of  the  extent  to  which  the  "Flag  of  Portugal  is  used  to  cover  transactions 
in  the  Slave  Trade: 

From  the  Reports  of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Sierra  Leone,  containing  an  account  of  the 
condemnation  of  two  vessels,  the  "  Flor  de  Tejo^*  and  the  *'  Providencia^^^  and  from  the  evidence 
produced  at  the  trial  of  these  vessels  before  the  Mixed  Court  of  Commission,  his  Excellency  will 
learn  that  the  "  Flor  de  Tejo**  sailed  from  the  Havana  bearing  the  character  of  a  Spanish  schooner, 
and  under  the  name  of  ••  Flor  del  Mar"  and  that,  while  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  she  assumed 
the  flag  of  Portugal ;  and  that  the  ^'  Providencia'^  in  like  manner  arrived  at  Princes  Island  under 
the  Brazilian  flag,  and  there  assumed  the  flag  of  Portugal.  Both  cases  afford  the  plainest  proofs  of 
the  readiness  with  which  the  Portuguese  Authorities  at  the  above-mentioned  places  extend,  by  mock 
transfers,  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  Portugal  to  vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  Undersigned  is  therefore  instructed  to  address  the  Portuguese  Government,  calUng  upon  them 
in  virtue  of  the  assurances  and  declarations  so  repeatedly  made  to  the  British  Government,  to  cause 
the  necessary  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  due  execution  of  the  Decree  of  the  10th  December,  1836, 
by  the  trial  and  punishment  of  the  above-mentioned  subjects  as  implicated  in  offences  against  that 
Decree. 

•  The  Undersigned  in  now  addressing  his  Excellency  the  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Bandeira,  the  Minister' 
to  wiiom  everlasting  honour  is  due  for  having  relieved  the  institutions  of  his  country  from  the  debas« 
ing  stigma  of  legalized  Slave  Trade,  cannot  too  strongly  urge  his  Excellency  to  complete  the  noble 
woric  he  has  so  honourably  commenced,  by  rendering  effective  the  law  prohibiting  this  inhuman  traffic, 
and  thus  raising  the  national  character  of  Portugal  to  its  proper  station  among  civilized  nations. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Viscount  deSada  Bandeira.  (Signed)  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 
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No.  64. 
Ftscount  Palmerstan  to  Mr.  Egan. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  lOth  May,  IQ37. 

With  zeference  to  my  other  Despatch  to  you  of  this  day's  date,  containing 
Instructions  for  your  guidance  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  His  Majesty's 
Consul  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  printed  Copies  of 
the  Treaties  concluded  between  this  country  and  foreign  powers  for  the  suppressioa 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  together  with  printed  Copies  of  the  Correspondence  of  K0 
Majesty's  Government  with  the  British  Commissioners  appointed  under  certain  of 
those  Treaties,  and  vrith  Foreign  Governments  on  the  same  subject. 

One  of  the  principal  reasons^  which  have  induced  His  Majesty's  Gt>vernment  to 
nominate  a  British  Agent  to  reside  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  is  the  &ct  that 
slave-vessels  are  much  in  the  habit  of  touching  at  those  Islands  on  tiieir  way  to  the 
Coast  of  A&ica.  So  far  back,  indeed,  as  the  year  1828,  it  was  considered  that 
much  useful  information  with  respect  to  the  reed  character  and  the  intended  move- 
ments of  such  vessels  might  be  obtained  from  these  Islands,  and  be  communicated  to 
His  Majesty's  cruizers  and  the  other  Officers  of  the  British  Government  specialty 
eniployed  in  the  execution  of  the  Treaties  ab>ove  referred  to ;  and  I  now  send  to  you 
a  Copy  of  tiie  Instruction,  addressed  with  this  view  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to 
Mr.  Consul  Goodwin. 

The  Reports  recently  received  from  Sierra  Leone  and  the  Havana,  give  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Cape  die  Verde  Islands  are  now  more  than  ever  frequented  by  slave- 
vessels,  and  particularly  by  those  under  the  Spanish  flag,  to  whom  an  opportunity 
id  there  afibnied  of  assxmiing  the  colours  and  character  of  a  Portugese  vess^  undear 
which  they  escape  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  which  are  stricter  and 
more  efficacious,  than  those  of  the  Conventions  at  present  in  force  between  Great 
Britain  and  Portugal. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  desire,  that  you  will  use  your  best  endeavours  to  obtain  every 
information  with  respect  to  the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  you  will  communicate  to  His 
Majesty's  Cruizers,  and  to  the  British  Commissioners,  at  Sierra  Leone^  those  facts 
which  may  appear  to  you  worthy  their  attention,  and  likely  to  conduce  to  the  capture 
and  condemnation  of  slave-vessels ;  taking  care  to  transmit  to  this  Office  Copies  of 
your  Despatches  to  the  functionaries  above  mentioned,  together  with  any  particulars^ 
as  to  the  part  borne  in  these  transactions  by  the  Local  Government  and  the  Merchants 
resident  in  the  Islands. 

Your  Despatches  upon  this  subject  should  be  marked  "  Slave  Trade,"  and  num- 
bered separately  from  the  series  of  your  Despatches  on  Consular  Service. 

In  conclusion  I  must  point  out  to  you  that  great  caution  and  prudence,  as  well  as 
vigilance,  are  essentially  necessary  to  the  efiectual  performance  of  the  duties  sketched 
out  for  you  in  this  Despatch. 

To  Joseph  Egan,  Esq.  (Signed)  '  PALMERSTON. 

^c.        8fc.  s 


No.  65. 
Mr.  Consul  Egan  to  John  Bidicell,  Esq. — (Received  December  18.) 
Sir,  Madeira,  I7th  November,  1837. 

Captain  Rosenberg,  touching  at  Madeira,  aflfords  me  the  opportunity  of 
informing  you  that  we  have  on  board  a  Portuguese,  called  Don  Rafael  Jog6  Alvares, 
a  prisoner  in  charge  of  a  Mate  (Mr.  Shannon)  of  His  Majesty's  brig  "  Racer,** 
Captain  Hope,  who  brought  him  from  the  West  Indies  to  Plymouth,  where  he  was 
put  on  board  the  "  Forester,"  to  be  taken  to  Sierra  Leone.  This  man  commanded 
the  slave-ship  "  Quorda  Marina,''  but  in  consequence  of  her  fast  sailing,  was  after- 
wards called  "  Traga  Mittas,"  and  was  taken  off  the  Island  of  Cuba,  with  283 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL.     (Consular.)  47 

slaves  on  board.  The  crew  and  slaves  were  landed  at  Port  Antonio,  in  the  Island 
of  Jamaica ;  but  as  there  is  no  Portuguese  Commissioner  attached  to  the  Mixed 
Conmiission  at  the  Havana,  it  became  necessary  to  send  the  Captain  of  the  slaver  to 
Sierra  Leone  before  the  vessel  can  be  condemned.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  some 
conversation  with  this  man  and  as  he  seems  to  take  pride  in  his  nefarious  trade,  he 
was  communicative.  He  tells  me  the  voyage  on  which  he  was  taken  was  the  first 
be  made,  but  the  sixth  made  by  the  vessel ;  she  got  all  her  slaves  at  the  GaUinas ; 
was  built  at  Baltimore,  purchased  for  the^  Slave  Trade  by  merchants  at  the  Havana, 
and  obtained  her  Portuguese  Papers  and  colours  at  the  Cape  Verdes  ;  had  when  taken 
a  crew  of  12,  of  whom  8  were  Spaniards  and  4  Portuguese ;  one-fourth  of  the  crew, 
including  the  Captain,  must  be  Portuguese  to  give  a  right  to  the  colours  of  that 
nation.  This  man  is  a  native  of  LislK)n,  and  was  banished  by  Don  Miguel's  Go- 
vernment to  the  Cape  Verdes,  where  he  remained  5  or  6  years.  From  thence  he 
went  to  the  Coast  of  Africa  and  became  acquainted  with  and  employed  by  Pedro 
Blanco,  a  Spaniard,  at  the  Gallinas,  who  is  the  chief  encourager  of  the  Slave 
Trade  in  that  quarter. 

To  John  BidweU,  Esq.  (Signed)  JOSEPH  EGAN. 
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No.  66. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  June  30. 

With  reference  to  my  former  Despatches  upon  the  subject  of  General 
Verveer's  mission  to  Ashantee,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  communication  to 
thjB  Government  of  His  Netherlands  Majesty,  the  extract  of  a  Letter  which  has 
been  received  at  the  Colonial  Office  from  the  London  Committee  of  Gold  Coast 
Merchants,  announcing  General  Verveer's  arrival  at  Coomassie,  and  containing 
some  remarks  on  the  tendency  of  that  Officer's  mission. 

I  am;  &c. 
Sir  E.  a  Disbrowe,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.        Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  66. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  London  Committee  of  Gold  Coast  Merchants  to  Sir  George  Chretft 

dated  6ih  June,  1837. 

The  Dutch  General  Verveer  had  undertaken  his  Mission  to  the  King  of  Aehantee,  and  was  received 
with  all  the  honours  which  that  Chief  could  confer  on  his  entrance  into  Coomassie. 

That  mission,  being  to  stimulate  the  King  to  send  recruits,  as  they  are  termed,  to  enlist  into  the 
service  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  has  already  had  the  eflTect  of  suspending  tiie  entire  commerce 
of  the  country  ;  and  it  cannot  but  be  feared  that,  if  the  Ashantees  incline  to  the  negotiation,  thj 
make  aggressions  on  their  neighbours  to  obtain  prisoners,  and  for  these  people  procure  tlj 
money  and  pay  that  is  allowed  at  Elmina.  Should  such  a  course  be  pursued,  the  caountry  w3 
become  involved  in  a  general  war ;  and,  however  harmless  the  professed  intention  of  the* 
Government  may  be,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  measures  pursued  are  a  specious  covering  to  a 
traffic  in  slaves.  It  is  so  considered  in  that  country,  not  only  by  the  natives  themselves,  but  by  the 
European  traders  who  visit  the  Gold  Coast ;  and,  should  the  Dutch  Government  continue  this  system* 
the  most  injurious  effects  to  the  improvement  of  the  natives  and  to  legitimate  conuaerce  must  fdkiw. 


No.  67. 
Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — t^eceived  July  13.) 
My  Lord,  ^  The  Hague,  7th  July,  1837. 

I  had  yesterday  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  marked 
''  Slave  Trade,"  of  the  30th  ultimo. 

I  beg  to  inclose  the  Copy  of  a  Note  which  I  have  consequently  addressed  to 
the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  C.  DISBROWE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.GM, 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  67. 

Sir  E,  C,  Disbrowe  to  Baron  Verstolk. 
M.  Le  Baron,  Hague,  6th  July,  1837. 

In  referrinof  to  the  communications  which,  by  the  order  of  my  Government,  I  have  already  had 
the  honour  of  holding  with  your  Excellency,  on  the  subject  of  the  Mission  of  General  Verveer  to  the 
Coast  of  Africa,  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  drawing  your  ^rther  attention  to  this  important  point;  for, 
.although  the  explanations  which  I  have  already  had  the  honour  to  receive  and  transmit  to  my  Govern- 
'  ment,  and  more  particularly  those  in  your  Excellency's  Note,  of  the  21st  December,  were  certainly 
satisfactory  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Netherland  Government  not  to  take  any  steps  which  it  deemed 
likely  to  encourage  a  renewal  of  the  Slave  Trade;  still  it  appears  that  the  tendency  of  the  arrange- 
ments entered  into  by  that  Officer  have,  in  fact,  already  been  made  by  the  natives  a  specious  covering 
to  a  traffic  in  slaves ;  and,  should  the  system  be  persevered  in,  it  must  cause  a  renewal  of  this  detestable 
traffic  all  along  the  Coast ;  at  the  same  time  that,  by  putting  an  end  to  legitimate  commerce,  it  will 
counteract  those  means  by  which  alone  any  hope  can  be  held  out  of  a  permanent  improvement  in  the 
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social  condition  of  this  unfortunate  race :  an  improvement  which  I  am  confident  your  Excellency  will 
a^free  with  me  in  deeming  it  a  Christian  duty  to  promote. 

In  transmitting,  therefore,  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed  Document,  I  do  so,  not  with  the  mten- 
tion  of  offering  the  remotest  reproach  to  General  Verveer,  still  less  to  the  Government  which  employed 
him ;  but  I  transmit  the  Extract  exactly  as  it  was  received  by  the  Colonial  Office  in  London,  in  order 
to  point  out  the  unfortunate  impression  which  that  Mission  has  made  in  Africa ;  and  I  feel  perfectly 
confident  that  His  Netherlands  Majesty  will  at  once  give  the  necessary  orders  to  counteract  its  banefiil 
effect. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Baron  Ver»tolk,  (Sq^ned)  E.  C.  DISBROWE. 

Sfc.  8fc, 


jk 


No.  68. 
(Extract.) 

Sir  E.  C.  Disbrotvc  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (^Received  July  20.) 

The  Hague,  llth  July,  1837. 
Generai.  Verveer  has  brought  back  with  him  from  Africa  two  A'shantee 
Princes,  of  the  age  of  8  and  9  years,  for  the  purpose  of  educating  them  in  this 
country.  ^^iJ^ 

They  ^^Wfepresented  as  extremely  intelligent  and  willing  to  learn,  but  they 
have  not  fnalirmuch  progress  in  the  Dutch  language  during^  the  voyage. 

Greneral  Verveer  is  represented  to  have  b^n  extremely  well  received  by  the 
King  of  the  Ashantees. 


No.  69. 

'Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  Wth  August,  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  the  Copy  of  a  Communication,  whiclijt^ave 

•|ed  from  the  Coloi^lOffice,  containing  a  Report  made  by  the  British 
prittes  at  Cape  ^]f|B|p^l^>  ^^^  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  General 
eer  in  the  nelghbdHppl  of  that  settlement,  in  fuIBUing  the  mission  with 
which  he  was  charged  l^the  Dutch  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
recruits  for  the  Dutch  East  India  Possessions. 

Her  Majeato*8  Government  have  learnt  with  much  satisfaction  from  these 
Papers,  tbatj^CTystem  formei4y  practised  by  the  Qjrt^  Governor  Laus,  of  giving, 
to  the  masterewRslaves  whojSifnisted,  a  monthly  nVlrto  draw  part  of  the  pay,  has 
been  put  a  stop  to,  and  that  the  recruits  who  now  quit  the  Coast  leave  no  claims 
whatever  existing  against  them.  But,  with  every  desire  to«|ip  justice  to  the 
promptitude,  with  which  the  Dutch  Government  has  attends  w  the  represerwl^ 
tions  made  to  it,  through  you,  upon  these  points.  Her  Majesty's  Government -feels 
it  right  again  to  draw  the  serious  attention  of  the  Government  of  the  Netherlands 
to  the  statements,  contained  in  the  accompanying  Papers,  jres^ting  the  tendency 
of  the  measures,  taken  for  procuring  these  recruits,  to  rwive  and  foster  among 
the  native  chiefs  the  practice  of  slave-dealing.  '  ,^^^ 

It  is  true,  that  the  facts  now  reported  afford  no  evidence  of  an  actual  traffic  i^JjA 
between  the  Dutch  Agent  and  the  chief,  from  whose  dominions  the  recruits  were  ''"^ 
obtained,  beyond  the  circumstance,  that,  in  Ashantee,  the  formal  process  of  emanci- 
pation^^jll^not  gone  through,  until  ajter  the  payment  of  the  bounty  money;  but  all 
the  merl^  engaged  were  slaves,  and  in  all  probabjUj^  procured  as  guch  by  the 
Native  Authorities,  for  the  purpose  of  being  disposed  w5s  i-ecruits ;  and  experience 
has  proved,  that,  so  long  as  it  is  the  interest  of  the  head-men  to  continue  this  barter, 
the  Slave  Trade  will  be  promoted  J^  it. 

You  will  therefore  lay  these  considerations  before  the  Dutch  Government,  and 
express  the  hope  of  Har  Majesty's  Government  that,  measurdjgdgo  prejudicial  to    .. 
the  cause  of  humanity  will  not  be  perked  in.  ^^ 

I  am,  &c. 
SirE.  a  Disbrowe,  G.C.B.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.  Sfc. 
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Enclosore  in  No.  69. 
Jamea  Siepkui^  Esq.,  ta  the  Hgn.  fF,  Fax  Srangtoay*. 

SiRff  Downing^iireety  4th  Jtdy,\&Sf9, 

Wits  refetence  to  iiie  Correspondence  which  has  passed,  relatiYe  to  Genera]  Verveer's  Missiou 
to  Coomassie,  I  have  rectivcd  Liord  Glend^'s  directions  to  iransoMt  (o  you,  for  Vtscoant  Palmerston's 
information,  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Gold  Coast  Merchants,  coveringr  an  Extractor 
a  Report  from  the  Presideat  and  Council  of  Magistrates  of  Cape  Coast  Cas^yttMDecting  General 
Verveer's  proceedings  at  Coomasaie.  Lord  Palmerston  will  perceive  that  the  SK^Bnvoy  has  been 
completely  successful  in  the  object  of  his  Mission ;  that  the  Ring  of  Ashantee  fi||jpRind  hiinself  to 
supply  1,000  recruits  for  the  Dutch  service ;  that  2  vessels  have  already  transported  150  recruits  to 
Baiavia,  and  that  200  more  are  awaiting  their  embarkation.  f 

On  the  general  aspect  of  these  proceedings,  Lord  Glenelg  would  observe  that,  although  tbey  fumM 
no  evidence  of  a  distinct  traflSc,  yet,  that  they  aSbrd  little  doubt  of  the  establishment  of  a  practice 
which  must  have  the  efiect  of  nourishing  the  Slave  ^FtMM,  It  is  clearly  shown  that  the  native  Autho- 
rities are  induced  to  acquire  slave^^ftnr  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  or  selling  them  as  recruits ;  and  so 
long  as  it  shall  be  made,  by  presents  or  other  inducements,  the  interest  of  the  head-men  to  continue 
this  barter,  the  Slave  Trade  must  be  promoted  by  it  ^ 

L^iD^lenelg  recommends  this  view  of  the  subject  to  titf'tfSllus  consideration  of  Lord  Palmerston. 
'  *  o  I  am,  &c. 

Han.  fF.  Fox  Sirangwayg,  -^  <Sign«d)  JAMBS  STEPHEN. 

8^c.        ifc.        8fc.  ^* 
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First  Sttb-Enclosore  in  No.  69. 

r^  Committee  of  Gold  Coast  Merchants  in  London  to.  Sir  G.  Grey^  Bari^  M.P, 

Sir,  ^^  London,  2lst  June,  1S87* 

We  have  the  honour  to  transmit  for  the  iiit^itmnion  of  Lord  Glenelg,  extract  of  a  Letter,  ad- 
dressed to  us  by  the  President  and  Council  at  Cape  Coast  Castle,  dated  18th  April  last,  on  the  subject 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Dutch  Authorities  on  the  Gold  Coast,  fbrprocurmg  recraits  for  the  East 
Indian  Possessions,  which  we  beg  leave  to  submit  without  comment,  and  to  apprise  his  Lordship  that 
General  Verveer,  is  now  in  London,  having  arrived  yesterday  from  Elmina,  on  the  Gold  Coast. 

We  are,  &c. 
(Signed)  JPSEPH  REID. 

^HfiiTAM  BUTTON. 
Sir  a.  Greij,  BarL,  M.P.  *:^1^  NICHOLAS. 


Second  Snb-Enolosure  in  No.  69, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  President  and  Couneii^  dated  Cetpe  Coad  CasUcy  1914  AfirU^  UtH* 

*  We  have  used  every  attention  in  keeping  our  eye  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Ihiteli  OoremmeBt 
on  this  Coast,  in  raising  recruits  for  the  Dutch  East  India  Possessions,  and,  accordii^  to  your  requeit, 
have  to  lay  before  you  the  following  information  on  that  subject: — 

*'  As  you  are  already  aw«re,  General  Verveer,  about  3  months  ago,  proceeded  to  Coomassie,  ac- 
companied by  several  Officeni^  and  having  at  his  disposal  presents  of  various  sorts,  amounting  to  a 
large  sum,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  procuring  recruits,  and  afterwards  establ^hing  a  recrai&g 
dep6t«  and  entering  into  a  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Ashantee,  to  bind  himself  to  aopply  a  certaiB  «i«m- 
her  more  whhin  a  limited  period.  Induced  by  the  splendour  of  the  presents,  and  flattered  by  die 
appearance  and  attentipn  of  Officers  of  so  hi^h  a  rank  in  his  capital,  the  King  has  consented  to  KIs 
wishes.  ''" 

**  He  has  entered  intp  a  Treaty  of  AHiance,  binding  himself  also  to  suppfy  1,000  reensMs  from  kis 
dominions  f  within  Ihespace  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  Treahfj  indepmdentiy  of  200  raised  dmriMg 
General  Verveer's  stay  there^  9ind  who  acoompanied  hhn  to  Elmina,  and  for  whom  the  bounty  money 
paid,  was,  according  tft  «ircuni8tance8,  from  81.  to  10/.  Two  vessels  have  been  at  Efanina  within 
these  last  six  weeks  for^lie  purpose  of  tramperting  these  recruits  ta  Batajvla.  The  fiocmer  of  these 
carried  away  80  and  the  latter  70,  and  we  are  informed  there  are  still  upwards  of  200  in  Elmina 
Castle.  All  those  raised  in  Ashantee  have  been  aH^ws,  with  whom  a  formal  process  of  enMincipatieQ 
was  gone  through  in  the  King's  presence,  after  tlie  payment  of  the  bounty  moaey.  The  system  for- 
merly practised  by  Governor  Laus,  of  giving  the  friends  or  masters  of  these  slaves  a  monthly  note  to 
draw  {)art  of  the  pay,  has  been  put  a  stop  to,  and  these  recruits  now  leave  the  countvy,  having  bo 
claims  existing  either  against  them,  or  for  any  service  from  them. 

^  Many  cf  those  cnlwted  at  Elmina  belmijg  to  towns  sitoatsd  <»  the  sett  ooast,  asd  ^iiiil  from 
towns  or  tfp|49*B  claiming  British  protection.  Amongst  all  these  care  has  been  takeifMi  acquaint 
the  nativ^'i|bat  should  any  of  ihem  be  compelled  by  ihelt  masters,  or  others  having  any  cTaims  upon 
them,  to  enlist  for  the  Batavian  service,  it  was  only  necessary  to  convey  information  Uiereof  to  the 
Authorities  of  Cape  Coast  Castle,  and  every  protection  would  be  promptly  atflbrded  to  iliem.  Hie 
number  of  those,  however,  who  have  led  the  tribes,  ovier^n^bioh  we  haive  conteol,  is  veiy  sm^  ind^. 

*'  While  upon  this  subject  we  may  mention,  that  GenieSftl  Verveer  has  induced  the  King  to  grive  him 
2  Princes,  1  a  son  and  the  other  a  nephew  (sister's  son)  of  his  ^'^MflB^  carried  to  Holland  and 
there  educated.  ..  f  'Iff^ 

**  We  suppose,  however,  that  the  design  is  io  mitis  the  King  more  cautions  in  ohsa<ving1lie  tMms 
of  the  above-mentioned  Treaty.  It  is  probable  tb«  the  latter  ©f  these  2  Princes  (the  nephew)  will 
evtntiially  nicceed  to  the  throne." 

The  Dutch  and  the  Danes  are  using  every  exertion  to  increase  their  influence  on  the  coast. 
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/^  j&.  C.J)isbrowe  t9  Fucautt  PtUmeraton. — (Receioed  August  24.) 
My  Loed,       S-^  ^TAe  Hague,  21st  August,  1837. 

I  MAVfl  ne  hon^ttjr  to  aekaowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordfihip's  De* 
(rpafch,  msrked  *'  ShiTcTnitfe/*  of  tike  11th  imtaiit,aiid  Ibeg  teeodose  the  Copy  of 
a  Note,  whuft,  mobedronce  to  your  commands,  I  hove  addressed  to  im  ExceUeney 
Baron  Verstolk. 

I  haire,  &c. 
(Signed)  EL  C.  BISBROWK 

The  Rigfa  Hon.  Fiscount  Pabnenton,  G.C.B, 
Sfc.  8(c.  Sfc. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  .  ,„    , 

Sir  R.  .Cm  JOisbrowe  to  Boo-on  Verstolk. 

M.  ht  Bkwm,  The  Hague,  ^st  Augwt,  1837. 

I  HAD  ikm  hmnmst  on  a  former  oceasioii  (July  6ih)  of  tr&nsmittiDg,  in  »  Note  to  jour  Excel* 
hntft  the  Copy  of  a  oommunicatioB  received  by  the  British  Government,  relative  to  tbe  impression 
whi^  uafoHnnately,  tbe  mission  of  Geveral  Verveer  had  made  <m  die  Coast  of  Africa. 

I  ROW  beg*  lei^ve  to  endose  a  Copy  of  the  furdier  communicatioiis  which  have  reached  Her  Majesty  s  " 
GoTemment. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  learnt  that  the  system  formerly 
practised  by  the  Netherlands  Governor  Laus,  of  giving  the  masters  of  slaves  who  enUsted  a  promissory 
note  to  dfaw  part  of  the  pay,  has  been  pni  a  abn  to,  and  I  am  particularly  charged  to  o&r  the  thanks 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  the  promMEuSe  with  which  that  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  has  acted  on  this  poinL  Still  irTOist  be  observed  that,  from  the  statements  contained 
in  the  accompanying  Paper,  the  measures  taken  for  procuring  recruits  have  revived  among  the  native 
Chiefs  the  practice  of  slave-trading.  Although  we  can  peilfectly  understand  that  the  Article  in  the 
Treaty  of  Alliance  which  General  Verveer  has  signed  in  the  name  of  his  Government  with  the  King  of 
Ashaatee,  binding  him  to  supply  1,000  recruits  from  his  dominions,  whhin  the  year,  for  the  Nether- 
land  r^imeata  in  Batavia,  is  a  hona'fide  Treaty,  and  not  intended  as  a  renewal  of  slave-trading ;  stiM  » 
tt  must  be  ramambered  ^t  it  is  a  Treaty  wi^  a  state  which,  till  the  present  epoch,  has  known  no'  « 
coBveiAtkNi  rtgasding  meiiy  except  one  having  for  its  basis  the  actual  purchase  and  sale  of  human 
beinga.  It  wh1»  therefore,  be  extremely  difficult  for  the  uninlbrmed  minds  of  the  natives,  to  compre- 
hend the  dificvence  between  a  Treaty  %B|^  purchase  of  slaves,  aad  a  Treaty  for  paying  a  bounty  to 
slaves  for  ealntiBg  as  recniita,  and  m^i^e^PMkularly  if  those  very  slaves  are  emancipated  in  the  }nre- 
aeuce  of  the  aatfaorities,  f(fter  that  bouy^.  ii^fud. 

Ifowever  poeeible  it  may  be  lar  fatutfe^  generations,  without  the  danger  we  are  now  deploriag,  io 
enter  into  sach  oenveotifuis,  whenever  the  ui^ted  efforts  of  all  European  Governments  have  ^Dm- 
pktely  sneer eded  ia  piSLtiQg  an  end  to  the  recollection  of  Slave  Trade  on  that  Coast,  it  is  much  to  be 
feared  that  the  execution*  of  such  a  Tveaty  as  that  which  has  been  signed  by  General  Verveer  will 
poAtpQBa  ao  chesMrable  a  eoasummation  of  our  wishes. 

If  it 'be  oat  practicable  at  once  to  put  an  end  to  this  Treaty,  it  is  tM>e  hoped  that  for  the  future 
the  Gonemmeni  of  His  M^esty  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  will  be  enabled  to  discover  sobie' other 
aiethad  of  mcmitiiig  its  black  regiments,  less  open  to  the  rematks  which,  according  to  my  Instruc- 
tions,  I  have  feund  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  Excellency ;  and  I  have  done  so  with  the  freedom 
which  the  conviction  that  the  Government  of  His  Netherland  Miyesty  (fully  alive,  as  it  is,  to  the 
iniquity  of  slave-dealing)  will  not  scruple  to  make  any  sacrifice  of  self-interest  to  obtain  its  complete 
aiqiprasaioa* 

I  avail  myseir,  Bl(^ 
Bgrom  nnMk^  (Signed)  E.  C.  DISBROWE. 

N*  71. 
/S«r  JB.  C.  Disbrawd  to  FiscouM  Palmerston. — {Received  October  5.)  '^■ 

My  Lord,  The  Hague,  3d  edober,  18375:^ 

'  Barok  Verstolk  has  expreseed  to  »e  the  desire  whieh  he  entertains,  of 
vindieafinff  the  Mission  of  General  Verveer  from  the  charge,  of  encouraging  the 
traflSic  in  slaves,  which  the  British  Authorities  on  the  Coast  of  Africa  conceive,  will 
be  the  effect  of  the  Treaty,  signed  by  that  Officer  with  the  King  of  the  Ashautees. 
His  Excellency  has  repKed,  in  the  *aeoeinpaiiying  Letter,  te  the  Notes,  whieh>  in 
obedience  to  your  Lordship's  commands,  I  addressed  to  him  on  the  6th  cf  July  ' 
and  on  the  21st  ^  August;  and,  at  the  same  time,  encloses  the  Copy  of  a  Report  ^/ 

frem  General  Venp^eer,  of  the  whole  of  his  proceedings  on  that  Coast,  a  Translation  ^'* 

of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  annex.  *.:  ;^j 

'  I  have  £rc 

(Signed)  E.  difllSBROWE. 

TA«  Bifkt  Hon.  Fuctmai  PaimtatoK  G.CM.  J^ 

4w-  ^'  ■ ^-    . ^i^ 
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52  NETHERLANDS. 

Enclosure  in  No.  71. 

(Translation.)  Bttnm  Vert^lk  to  Sir  E.  C.  DitbnnDe. 

Monsieur  LB  Cheyjllier,  The  oilpi^^MSefL  ISB7. 

The  Colonial  Department  having  taken  into  consideration  the  further  observations  whtehyoii 
had  the  goodness  to  address  to  me  in  your  Notes  of  the  6th  of  July  and  20th  of  August  last,  toaddog 
the  recruiting  of  negroes  for  the  Netherland  Army  in  the  East  Indies,  in  virtne  of  the  Conventioii 
lately  condoled  "^y  Major  General  Verveer  with  the  King  of  Ashautee,  has  transmitted  a  Report 
made  on  this  Qolfstion  by  the  said  Officer  in  such  detail,  that  it  may  be  considered  as  entirely  work> 
ing  out  the  subject. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  I  cannot  act  mora  frankly  than  by  sending  you  the  enclosed  Copy  of  this  Report; 
from  which  it  results  UiBt  the  Government  of  the  Netherlands,  far  from  having,  by  this  recruiting, 
given  new  life  to  the  Slave  Trade  on  i^  Coast  of  Guinea,  has,  on  the  contrary,  t^en  all  possible  pre* 
cautidn^  to  prevent  this  culpable  traffic  more  and  more;  that  the  bounty  on  the  recruits,  far  below  the 
ordifli«ry  price  of  a  slave,  has  been  fixed  at  the  present  low  rate  for  the  very  purpose  of  preventing 
slaves  from  being  destined  to  military  service ;  and  that  in  order  that  the  Convention  may  not  give 
rise  to  wars  among  the  variouSi^4Mbns,  it  has  been  expressly  stipulated  with  the  Ring  of  Ashantee 
that  no  individual  shall  be  presentable  to  the  Netherland  Resident  at  Coomassie,  or  be  accepted  by 
him,  who  shall  have  been  made  prisoner  of  war ;  who  shall  have  been  condemned  to  slavery  as  a 
criminal ;  who  shall  have  become  a  bondsmen  in  consequence  of  debts  or  obligations  contracted  either 
by  himself,  his  relations,  or  others ;  or  who  shall  have  been  taken  by  force  from  his  country. 

I  venture  to  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  this  communication  will  dissipate  the  fears  which  have  griven 
rise  to  the  observaMons  above  alluded  to,  and  will  suffice  to  prove  that  the  enlistment  of  negroes  for 
the  military  service  'of  the  Netherland  Colonies,  tends  rather  to  liberate  a  considerable  number  of 
unhappy  nten  from  Ihe  deplorable  destiny  which  awaited  them,  and  to  convert  them  to  Christianity, 
which  several  of  the  recruits  have  already  embraced. 

I  avail  myself,  Ac. 
Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe,  (Sign^)  VERSTOLK  DE  SOELEN. 


Sub  Enclosure  No.  71. 


General  Verceer  to  ihe  Minister  of  the  Colonial  Department. 
Sir,  The  Hague,  Q9th  Augusi,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Despatch  of  the  iSth 
ultimo.  No.  179,  enclosing  a  Letter,  dated  the  10th,  from  His  Majesty's  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
accompanying  the  Copy  of  a  Note  from  the  British  Minister  at  the  Court  of  the  Netherlands,  dated 
the  6th  of  the  same  month,  together  with  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  London  Committee  of  Mer- 
chants trading  to  the  Coast  of  Guinea,  to  Sir  George  Grey,  concerning  which  Documents,  having  all 
jSifeference  to  my  Mission  io^  and  Operations  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  and  at  Coomassie,  and 
^jpoAic^larly  to  the  enrolling  of  men  for  the  Netherlands  Indian  Army,  at  present  proceeded  at  Elmina, 
ajfd  in  the  country  of  the  Ashantees,  your  Excellency  desires  to  receive  my  advice  and  opinion. 

From  the  abovementioned  Note  of  Sir  E.  Disbrowe,  it  appears  that  that  Minister  had  received 
orders  from  his  Government  to  make  fresh  representations  to  that  of  the  Netherlands  on  the  subject  of 
the  said  enrolments,  and  this  in  consequence  of  the  amount  already  mentioned  as  received  by  the 
London  Committee  from  the  Coast  of  Guinea,  in  which  the  establishment  at  Elmina  is  ifUlmted  as 
giving  reason  to  fear,  that  in  case  the  Ashantees  should  enter  into  the  object  of 
nation  might  be  disposed  to  commit  aggressions  on  their  neighbours  for  the 
prisoners  J  the  consequence  of  which  would  be,  again  lo  involve  ihe  country  in  one  (_ 
further,  that  the  enrolments  on  the  part  of  the  Dhtch  have  already  produced  an  eatlflt^iftispension  of 
trade  on  the  coast. 

My  first  remark  on  perusing  these  complaints  laid  before  the  said  Committee  was,  that  they  must 
have  been  transmitted  from  the  coast  either  before  my  departure  thence,  or  else  with  the  very  vessel  in 
which  I  performed  the  passage  to  London,  viz.,  the  English  brig  the  "  Governor  Maclean ;"  it  there- 
fore follows  that  at  the  time  these  representations  were  committed  to  paper,  no  person  could  have  a 
better  opportunity  than  myself,  who  was  at  Coomassie  and  transacted  business  with  the  African 
Princein  person,  of  receiving  the  impression  that  enrolments  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch  had,  or  even 
ave  the  dreadful  consequences  attended  by  the  writer  of  the  Letter  in  question.  Such  an 
II,  therefore,  must  have  lain  .Wfond  the^  reach  of  my  cognizance,  or  else  i  must  have  been 
gratuitously,  and  in  contempt  of  eyffjgkJeeVmg  for  the  honour  of  my  Sovereign  and  my 


I  to  lendu^elf  to  the  revival  of  the  ifSK^  which,  as  a  Christian,  as  a  Hollander,  and,  let  me 
a  Soldieivff^ must  abominate,  JMriUhus  blindly,  if  not  designedly,  have  given  occasion  to  a 
LIS  warfare  throughout  a  coi^BBlble  portion  of  the  world !  But  no !  the  European  inba- 
[)f  the  west  coast  know  better.  ^^Wfeie  most  unreserved  manner  I  explained  to  them  the  whole 
l^iaii  1/1  the  Netherlands  enrolment,  and  not  only  did  they  never  express  their  present  pretended  fear  of  i^^ -> 

war  and  kidnapping;  they  even,  on  the  contrary,  repeatedly  applauded  the  enrolments  at  Elmina,  as  ■^'' 

having,  in  many  respects,  a  direct  philanthropical  and  beneficent  tendency  towards  improving  the 
deeply  miserable  condition  of  at  least  some  of  those  wretches,  who,  along  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  are 
^  submitted  to  the  yoke  of  slavery. 

The  Elmina  was  visited  particularly  by  Mr.  William  Topp,  Vice  President  of  the  British  Possessions 

in  Guinea,  who,  with  an  opportunity  of  minutely  examining  them,  might,  and  certainly  did,  witness  the 

careful  treatment,  even  in  the  most  trifling  details  given  to  the  African  recruits.    That  gentleman  was 

;^  likewise  more  than  once  witness  how  completely  tl^voung  soldiers  are  themselves  sensible  of  the 

' .  f  amelioration  of  their  fate,  and  how  impassioned  waflH Expression  of  their  sa^g^ion,  particularly  at 

their  unequivocal|^uige  from  the  most  wretched  strat of  cruel  slavery,  to  ^{M^bf^c  men. 

I  cannot  for  <^^8|^^  suppose  that  facts  so  well  knovm  should  require^HB'  proved,  or  that  it 
should  be  necessaryBferepel  with  the  indignation  it  deserves,  the  doubt  mysteriously  yet  obviously 
expressed,  respeciinSlp  real  ^Mtiny  of  the  persons  enrolled,  btt^||^  writer  of  the  letter  to  Sir  George 
Grey,  but  should  si^Fproof  to  necessary,  it  were  easy  to  be.&tt^    A  number  of  Fantees,  British 
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Biibjects,  or  living  under  British  protectioa,  w«ie  enlisted  at  Elmina  for  the  Netherlands  Indian  anny, 
and  those  of  them  who  had  been  slaves,  were,  before  their  engfagement,  and  by  a  public  notarial  act, 
conducted  before  the  competent  Authorities  at  Ci^  Coast,  where,  according  to  the  form  and  custom 
of  Great  Britab,  tbef  vrere  entered  and  manumitted,  and  t^t  such  took  place  with  an  entire  fore- 
dge  that  the  object  of  the  enfranchisement  of  the  slave  was  to  enable  him  to  serve  under  the 
nds  standard,  I  call  with  confidence  upon  those  auChoritief  themselves  to  witness.  . 
individuals,  as  I  have  already  stated,  were  all  seen  and  spoken  with  at  the  Castle  of  Elmiw  ^ 
]Mr.  Topp,  .  On  my  own  part,  as  will  appear  from  mr  latest  Instmctions  to  ijne  Commanilr 
nehatjer^  dated  at  Elmina  the  21st  April  last,  I  have  all  along  takoi  care  thai  whenever  British 
subjects  were  concerned,  it  should  be  scrupulously  required  at  the  establishment  that^  the  Instruments 
of  Mamunisaion  and  Emancipation  should  be  passed  before  their  own  Authorities. 

But  it  may  be  urged.  All  thin,  though  it  aflbrd  the  satlsfiu^ry  explanation  required  by  the  British 


retheiJiB4  enro 
I  aiJwppFwl 


enrolments  od 


African  West  Coast, 

expressed^  in  the  abovementioned 

ns  settled  in  Guinea,  the  Aiuho- 

whole  population  of  the  coast,  as  well 


Minister's  Note  respecting  the  moral  efiect  of  the  Netheiij 
yet  it  does  not  entirely  remove  the  fe^r  of  war  and  of' ' 
Letter  to  Sir  Geoige  Grey.    No  ! — I  repeat  it,  no,    "" 
rities  representing  the  British  Government  there ;  in 
as  that  M^iendioff  into  the  northern  interior,  know  better. 

I  am,  ^roba&y,  trespassing  on  your  Excellency's  patienesi  hpi.  I  owe  it  to  my  government,  to 
myself,  to  have  this  question  probed  to  the  bottom. 

>.The  Netherlands  enrolment  is  calculated  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the  Slave  Trade;  to  excite  the 
cupidity  of  the  King  of  Ashantee ;  and,  consequently,  to  give  rise  to  war,  and  to  encourage  the  capture 
and  enslaving  of  human  beings !  And  this  is  written  from  the  coast  of  Chiinea,  and  officiaUy,  as  it 
appears,  submitted  to  the  attention  of  their  government  by  persons  perfectly  aware  that  in  the  king- 
dom of  Ashantee,  as  at  Elmina  and  Cape  Coast,  the  slave  may  purchase  and  obtain  his  entire  freedom 
and  emancipation  for  2  or  2^  ounces  of  gold  (at  most  100  florins,  or!  about  £^)  ;  whereas  the  same 
individual,  conducted  by  his  master  to  the  lower  Coast,  by  whom  it  may  be  done  with  impunity,  may 
be  sold  for  double,  treble  the  price,  to  the  slave  dealers  settled  there  under  the  very  smoke  of  the 
European  forts ;  and  who  live  in  luxury|  and  amass  treasures  by  the  blood  of  their  countrymen  and 
fellow-creatures.  It  is  to  these  wretcl^^the  tools  not  only  of  the  Brazilians  and  Cuba  Spaniards,  but 
also  of  infamous  European  and  North^Jtoterican  individuals,  who  provide  themselves  with  other  or 
duplicate  Charters  at  Bahia,  or  other  pifrtlO^f  Brazil.  It  is  to  these  that  the  slave  whose  freedom  has 
been  purchased  for  a  compensatk)n  even  below  his  local  value  at  Elmina  and  Cape  Coast  may  be  sold, 
I  repeat  it,  for  double  and  treble  the  sum.  Let  it  not  be  urged,  that  the  easier  and  more  legitimate 
emancipation  of  the  slave  as  a  v^ecr^Lfor  the  Netherlands  Indian  army,  for  there  is  no  artfcprity,  no 
powet  existing  on  the  Coast,  to  fijt^lH^d^  conveyance  of  slaves  to  places  south  of  AcrldSBen  with 
respect  to  the  inhabitants  of  the£SoM|^!3rhis  conveyance  is  carried  on  uninterruptedly  froi^Bihomey, 
from  the  low-lying  districts  adjoitii|f|^fld  even  from  the  Niger,  while  embarkation  is  but  too  much 
promoted,  undoubtedly  promoted,  by  the  facility  afforded  to  the  slave  dealers  at  Elmiiia,  at  the  Danish 
settlement  AcrUa,  and  at  the  British  Commenda,  and  elsewhere,  for  providing  themselves  witli  canoes 
and  rowers  for  that  purpose. 

What  now  becomes  of  the  pretended  fear,  lest  the  Netherlands  enrolment  should  encourage  the 
chief  of  the  Ashantees  to  war  with  his  neighbours  by  way  of  cloak,  for  carrying  oflfmen  by  forc^^.Jn 
order  to  furnish  slaves  ?  It  is  not  to  be  disputed  that  if  the  desire  of  gain  on  the  part  of  the  prtn(;j|, 
or  his  subjects,  had  such  an  unhappy  tendency,  it  would  be  natural  for  them  to  endeavour  to  obtain  thfe 
utmost  compensation  for  their  trouble,  danger,  and  sacrifices ;  in  other  words,  is  it  to  be  supposed,  or 
are  we  to  be  made  believe,  that  the  Autocrat  will,  foCiJhe  sum  of  100  florins,  do  that  for  which  he 
coul^jun  double  and  treble  the  sum,  and  with  noj^^^an  power  in  Africa  to  prevent  him  ? 

j9HH|k.,I  stop  here  :  in  the  full  consciousness 
dc^^^HB^^9und  the  reigning  Prince  of  Asbal 
th^pHS^H^  general,  if  not  positively  aiMJith  at 
I  do  ^^^iSBBO^  ^^13  ^^^  I  ascribe  to  the  ^ 
neighboursT    T  should  rather  believe  that  th< 


1  sacnnce 
foTi^he  ( 
yHfepea 

iflpRne 
,  atleost 


uth  which  I  owe  to  my  Government,  I  here 

e  persons  more  immediately  about  him,  and 

least  altogether  indifiVrent  to  the  Slave  Trade. 

;ees  a  higher  degree  of  moral  feeling  than  to  their 

notion  in  their  favour  arises  chiefly  ^m  the  abun- 


dance of  gold  possessed,  either  actually  or  in  their  mines,  by  this  nation,  and  which  is  always  more 
than  sufficient  to  exchange  against  European  or  other  ^*  foreign  commodities ;"  whereas,  in  the  coun- 
tries more  to  the  south  and  north-east,  where  the  Cowries  and  Romale-cloth  are  almost  the  only 
articles  available  for  such  traffic,  the  minus  must  be  made  good  by  the  sale  of  s^laves  on  the  lower 
Coast. 

Moreover, — ^and  I  am  probably  the  first  to  makajt^Hymark, — even  before  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  the  Ashantees,  of  all  the  Western  '^^^^ffiB^^'  ^^^  ^®  smallest  share  in  that  traffic. 
The  reason,  perhaps,  is,  that  unlike  the  slaves  in  ^iHSBJiifeean  East  and  West  Indian  possessions, 
the  slaves  here,  in  as  far  as  they  are  natives  of  AshanfeiPicording  to  the  institutions  of  the  country 
(which  greatly  resemble  the  old  feudal  system  of  j^rope),  are  by  no  means  considered  as  mova]^ 
property.  In  fact,  thf  slaves  throughout  the  whofo  Ashantee  dominions  rathec  |[ank  among  the  $mk 
common  to  our  part§|^he  worid  in  the  Middle  Ages,  and  still  found  in  some  of  the  Eastern  coudtries 
of  Europe.  They  are  attached  to  the  soil^  and  consequently  cannot  be  alienated,  unless  it  be  with 
the  consent  of  the  males  of  the  collateral  branches  of  their  fiimilies  :  for  in  this  kingdom,  as  in  almost 
all  Western  Africa,  the  latter  are  exclusively  the  lawful  heirs. 

I  have  one  more  remark,  and  a  most  important  one,  to  make ; — it  is,  that  Utfjy^vinced  in  my 
own  mind,  that  the  present  Ruler  of  Ashantee,  and  all  his  family,  together  ^'^^^HH^*  very  many^ 
among  his  subjects  are,  if  not  absolutely  disgusted  with  the  cruel  practkre  of  qRV  sacrifices  on 
solemn  festivals,  and  at  the  graves  of  their  relations, — at  least  disposed  to  co-operate''m  the  abolition 
of  those  butcheries.     And  I  must  be  greatly  mistaken  in  the^^g^^  character  of  the  Prince,  if  the 


he^n|Mttud  c 


otherwise  explicable  facility  with  which  he  entered  into  the  spi 
is  not  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  a  hidden  desire  on  his  part  t 
abolished,  and  to  attain  this  laudable  object  the  more  easil 
interests  of  hi^  BoCjects. 

The  efforts mde  to  put  an  edHAaAfrican  Slave  Trade  are  undoubi 
of  Christians,  and  worthy  of  nBHHk^^^^  ^^  live;  but  do  those  nobte? 

the  shade  all  the  moral  merit^^H^^nonsciousness  of  having  delivered  at  least  several  hundreds 
of  unhappy  beings  from  the  h^fjHffPe  slaughtering  knife?  of  having  exicted  in  the  African  slave 


Netherlands  Indian  en 

inhuman  practices  _ 

meeting  it  with  the  m 
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tiie  idea  that  a  better  Arte  may  yet  be  hiaf  of  faaviiig  joiaed- hands  with  tlie  chitf  of  a  barbaroua  tabs 
IB  the  attainment  of  an  ofajcet  hoaottraUe,  himiane,  aad  k^»  beyond  anything  that  might  have  hea^ 
expected  of  him?  Shovld  this,  my  convkikm,  be  called  m  qaeeUon,  I  appeal  at  once  from  aU  couf 
tradiction,  to  the  fUU  a»d  eafer  oonaemt  of  theKia^of  the  Aahanteea  to^xmfide  one  of  hie  eoMp  and 
dne  of  his  neavTelations,  to  tiie  care  of  the  Netherianda Government,  with,  the  ahsolute  fixreknowladgia 
that  his  children  should  return  to  him — return  with  the  privilege  of  an  Eurt^an  chilmiMm,  andooD^ 
/  Ciiomted  im  ^le  religion  of  Ohnatiaiia. 

If  I  have  anytfaing  tor  regret  in  tfao  performance  of  my  misaion,  it  is^.that  none  ot  thosa  who  now 
densure  the  Netherlands  African  levy^  witnessed  the  passionate  feelings  of  the  lAaves  at  the  momeal 
when,  by  their  enrolment  in  the  Begiater  of  the  African  DepAt,  they  obtained  the  certainty  of  an 
amelioration  of  condition,  wlneh,  till  then,  could  not  have  come  witl4n  the  mnga  of  tiieir  ideas  ;•-* 
that  none  of  them  witnessed  their  rMigious- gratitude^  and  their  first  use  of  freedom  in  calling  out  to 
their  former  masters :  ^Now  at  least  my  head  is  safe  from  your  bloody  law." 

On  this  point  I  haw  now  only  to  call  your  attentien  to  the  words  of  t^a  Treatj^  in  which  it  is 
resolved  and  soloBnly  agreed  upon  by  the  Piinees,*— ''  That  no  person  shall  be  ofiered  aa  a  recruit 
and  accepted  a»  such  by  the  Nethorlaiids  Agent  at  Coomassie»  who  has  been  oaada  prisqiiy  in  war; 
who  has  been  condemned  to  slavery  for  crimea  committed ;  who  is  pledged  on  account  m^^jf^  or  «• 
engagement  contracted  by  himself  or  relatioas ;,  and  who  has  been  carried  off  by  force  d|^Hpnative 
country."  ^wi^ 

**Btit>"  says  the  writer  of  the  Letter  to  Sir  G.  Grey,  "^Batthe  Netherlands  emoknant  has  occa- 
iRoned  a  suspension  of  trade  between  Aahantee  and  the^  ooast.'*  It  is  true,  that  on  my  w«y  to 
Coomassie,  and  before  I  had  crossed  the  Bosempra,  I  received  informatioa  that  the  Eiaa  of  tha 
Aebantees  bad  taken  measuves  to  prevent  the  trading  journeys  of  his  subjects  to  the  coast ;  but  it  is 
falae  that  that  Decree,  w  whatever  it  may  have  been,  was  in  any  way  connected  with  our  Afincan 
levy,  or  with  my  mission.  So  ftu*  from  this  being  the  case,  the  Prince,  if  not  wholly  ignorant  of  tkt 
chief  obgeet  of  the  mission,  was,  at  all  events,  not  sufficiently  aocpiaiated  with  it  to  mtdce  it  a  motive  for 
a  change  of  views  with  regard  to  the  interests  of  trade. 

The  sole  and  entire  tivUh  is,  that  the  Goveramenta  of  the  Dutch,  British,  and  Danish  possessionB 
on  the  coast,  in  conjunction  with  the  principal  mercha||i^  a^  Elmiaa,  Cape  Coast,,  Aanaboo,  and 
Airaci,  had,  on  the  aoth  of  November,  1835,  entered  into|^^  of  written  agreement,  or  rather  th^ 
had  issued  a  Decree,  by  which  the  direct  conveyance  of  saleable  artidea  to  the  interim^  on  account  of 
'  merchants  settied  on  the  coast,  was  prohibited  on  pain  of  the  confiscaiion  of  such  goodj^ ;  and  it  waa 
adopted  as  a  priaoiple,  that  the  inland  deaiers  should  thencefturth  be  waited  for.  on  the  ooast* 

I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enlaige  on  the  merits  of  this  measure,  as  &r  as  regarda  the  prj^eif^e^ 
but,  on  xof  fetnm  to  the  coast,  I  considered  it  nv^  duty  not  to  give  it  my  approbation,  and  foiia  tmo^ 
fold  rea^n,|  first,  because  in  as  for  as  the  Dutch  Governor  was  concerned,  he  had  no  authority,  far 
entering  into  auch  an  eagaffement ;  I  have  seen  reason  to  suspect,  that  no  notice  of  mich  an  arrange- 
ment has  been  transmitt^  by  him  to  the  Colonial  Department  here  ;  and,  secondly^  because^  though 
the  interests  of  the  merchants  of  the  second  and  third  rank  were  equally  involved  in  it,  yet  no  oppor- 
tunity had  been  ofi^ed.tliam  of  expressing  their  consent  to,  or  #eent  from,  the  sameu  In  one  word, 
I  considered  the  whole  measure  as  being  adopted  eidusively  in  the  interests  of  the  wholesale  importers, 
and  as  having  the  onqnestionable  tendency  to  ruin,  or  at  all  events  to  cripple,  the  retail  trade  in  a  most 
arbitrary  manner.  In  addition  to  this,  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  so  called  Treaty  of  the  30th  of 
November,  1^5,  was  conduded  without  the  King  of  Aahantee  taking  any  part  in,  or  even  ofhia  having 
any  knowledge  of  it. 

Such  an  arrangement  was  naturally  calculated  to  disgust  the  Aahantee  Prince,  but  the  refractory 
i.\  spirit  aflerwards  shown  by  him,  was  exdted  chiefly  by  his  learning  that  the  Directors  of  Commerce 
at  Cape  Coast,  without  consulting  him,  or  eveiKthe  subscribers  to  the  agreement  concluded,  either  at 
Elmina  or  Acr&a,  had  thought  proper,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  for  what  reason,  again  to  repeal  the 
prohibition,  thereby  "^to  open  the  paths  anew,"  as  it  is  termM  in  the  languagpe  of  the  country. 
But  the  prohibition  of  direct  importation  from  the  coast  to  the  Vbirtor  had 'already  been  displeasing 
to  the  King  of  the  Ashanlees,  fordng,  as  it  did,  his  subjects  to  fllml  through  the  Assim  and  Faotee 
countries,  the  only  paths  then  remaining  open,  and  to  subject  themselves  to  annoyances  of  various 
descriptions.  And  here  I  mwA  observe,  as  I  did  to  the  Vice  President  Topp,  that  the  hostile  feelings 
between  the  Ashantees  and  the  inhabitants  of  Assim  and  Fantee  are  far  from  being  extinguished, 
and  that  it  is  only  the  United  iofluence,  and,  if  need  be,  the  united  power,  of  the  British  and  Dutch 
authorities  on  the  coast,  that  can  prevent  quarrels,  aud,  sooner  or  later,  even  a  war  from  breaking  oat 
in  the  South-western  countries  of  Africa. 

The  instructions  given  by  me  to  M.  Toaneboeyer  on  this  head,  before  leaving  the  coast,  will  testify 
the  anxiety  I  felt  upon  that  important  subjecl'.  '^ 

Aflerthis  explanation,  is  it  still  to  be  maintained  that  the  suspenmona  of  the  trade  of  the  interior 
with  the  coast,  or  rather,  if  you  will,  of  the  <A>ast  with  the  interior,  which  then  took  place,  and  has  in 
all  probability  Cfased  by  this  timev  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  simple  and  open  enrolment  of  recruits 
on  the  part  of  the  Dutch  Government,  or  to  my  operations  at  Coomassie?  Wltlk^r^ard  to  the  latter, 
I  trust  I  have  aright  to  appeal  to  M.  Topp  him^ielf ;  and  the  forcible  measures,  chiefly  in  the  interests 
of  British  subjects  on  the  coast,  to  which  I  resorted  against  the  Chief  Priest  of  the  Petchis  and  his 
party  at  Eimitia,  will,  as  I  have  reason  to  expect  from  the  character  of  that  Gentleman,  ere  now  have 
been  reported  to  his  Government. 

Thus  far  I  \)^  proceeded  in  the  task  imposed  upon  me,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your 
Excellency's  lji&^  of  the  28th  cQrrent,  No.  203,  indosing  a  later  Note  from  the  British  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  the  Netherlands,  dated  the  20th,  and  containing  Extr«ctof  a  Letter  from  the  President  and 
Council  of  the  Dritish  possessions  on  the  Coast,  all  relating  to  the  Netherlands  enrolment  inAfrica«  Itis 
worthy  of  remark,  in  the  last-mentioned  Document,  (likewise  dated  Cape  Coast,  before  my  departure 
th»nce,  and  probably  despatched  by  the  same  vessd^  that  there  is  not  even  the  most  remote  mentmn 
made  of  that  fear  of  war,  of  the  encouragement  of  slave-deuling,  of  the  suspenmon  of  trade  on  the 
Coast,  which  occupy  so  prominent  a  place  in  the  Letter  to  Sir  G.  Grey;  whatever  may  be  the  reason 
of  this,  the  Letter  of  the  President  and  Council  (I  am  fkappvtto  acknowledge  it)  bears  the  stamp  of  a 
Report  free  from  ail  express  pitytidice.  I  should  therefore  have  no  remark  to  make  on  it,  did  I  not 
eonedve  that  I  was  rendoring  a  service  by  pointing  out  certain  mistakes  of  a  very  tiifling  description 
which  occur  in  it,  and  which  most  probably  originate  in  incorr^t  information. 
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The  writers  of  the  Report  speak  of  **  presents  o/mmense  value  for  the  King  cfthe  Ashantees,** 
From  the  account  handed  to  your  Excellency  before  my  departure  for  the  Coast,  it  is  known  to  you 
thj^the  sum  total  paid  for  those  presents  did  not  amount  to  S»000  guilders  in  all^  exclusife  of  a  gilt 
cciPpM*Tuirass  and  helmet,  4  or  5  small  silver  table  articles,  and  a  few  yards  of  gold  and  silver  fringe 
and  lace,  which  latter  had  been  asked  for  in  the  reign  of  the  former  King  of  the  Ashaniees,  and  by 
that  Monarch  hiiMelf. 

The  British  Embassy,  under  Messrs.  Bowdich  and  Dupuis,  presented  to  the  then  reigning  Prince^ 
presents  whiefc,  if  they  did  not  exceed,  at  least  equalled  ours  in  value.  ''  Splendid  presents*'  and  '*  im- 
mense vahie,*^  thefflfore,  are  far  from  being  justifiable  expressions* 

Further,  there  Is  mention  made  of  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  said  to  have  been  concluded  between  the 
Prince  and  me ;  now,  though  I  received  more  than  one  hint  at  Coomassie  to  bring  about  a  close  con- 
nexion between  the  Dutch  Government,  or  at  least  the  establishment  at  Elmina  and  tfae  Government 
of  Ashantee,  I  not  only  expressly  avoided  every  political  point,  but  even  refrained,  as  much  at  least  as 
was  possible,  from  involnig  the  person  of  my  Sovereign  or  his  Government  in  (he  question. 

My'TBeaty  with  HjgPbo  Dua,  concluded  on  the  Idth  Match,  and  exclusively  referring  to  the  sub* 
jectof  the* levy,  will4f|P testimony  to  this;  and  I  think  I  may  flatter  myself  that  yonr  Excellency 
4H' 09' tt|i^tte  justice ^"iilkrw  that  my  precaution  in  this  respect  was  by  no  means  an  imitation  of  the 
iti^of  ttfe%«aly  eoneiuded  by  Messrs.  Bowdich  Mid  Dupuis. 

Ab  agveeable  recollection  was  excited  iojj^by  the  mention  made  in  the  Letter  of  the  highly  respect- 
able and  meritorious  President  of  Cape  O^K  of  the  measure  I  adopted  ior  the  ieM  sqppreseion  of 
the  former  so  called  Delegations  of  Afriei^^^cmits  in  Datvour  of  any  one  wfaatsfievar.  Indeed  I  most 
Imve  mndi  misunderstood  the  instructions  with  wbtch  your  Sascellency  honouted  me,  had  I  allowed 
a  Bystem  savntiTely  opposite  to  the  principle  of  our  enrolment  to  contimie.  It  was  no  less  flattering 
to  me  to  receive  the  other  day  the  approbation  of  my  conduct  in  this  particular  from  the  Lieutenant- 
iGeueral  the  Governor  of  Netherland  India,  as  well  as  his  promise  to  support  my  proposal  to  yeinr 
IBxcellency  for  doing  away  with  the  system  of  stopinng  part  of  the  pay  of  the  African  soldiers  formerly 
levied,  at  least  in  as  far  as  those  in  the  employ  of  Government  are  eoneemed. 

I  htave  besides  to  thank  President  Topp  for  bis  tare  in  warning  the  Biiti^  subjects  on  the  Coast 
agaimt  aH  fidrce  and  unlawful  influence  on-flie  part  of  masters  with  regard  to  the  engagement  of  their 
a&ves  in  the  Indian  service.  This  measure  gives  me  the  assurance  auew,  tjiat  my  instructions  to  Iht 
Commanding  Officer  at  Elmina,  and  to  the  Officers  <yf  the  Depftt  under  his  command  will  be  followed* 
strictly  followed,  in  the  full  spirit  of  the  example  given  them  Ivjr  me,  by  Uaving  it  to  the  choice  of  evei|r 
reeniit  at  tiie  moment  of  embarkation,  to  consider  himself  free  from  this  military  engagement,  and  yet 
sHU  to  retain  his  emandpatiany  by  allowing  the  free  egress  and  ingress  of  the  forts  to  all  the  troops 
in  the  intervals  between  military  service ;  tmd  even  to  give  the  preference  to  the  Ashantee  recruits  in 
their  fltU  uniform  as  conductors  of  the  tran^orts  from  Coomassie  to  Elmina. 

f  may  not  venture  to  give  your  EkcccHency  any  advice  respecting  the  answer  to  be  returned  to  the 
d  Notes  of  the  British  Minister,  nevertheless  I  trust  that  the  foregoing  may  noc  be  found  utterfy  inade- 
quate to  that  purpose. 

With  the  present  I  have  the  honour  to  return  to  your  Excelleucy  incloaeii^  Documents  sent  for 
my  perusal.  ^ 

(Signed)  GENERAL-MAJOR  VERVEER. 
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No.  72. 
Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  to  Vi9Count  Palmerston. — (Rec.  May  4thj  1837.) 
My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  27th  February,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  Lordship's  information  the  anaver 
returned,  by  the  Imperial  Government,  to  my  note  on  the  subject  of  the  "  Mindelh  " 
slaver,  captured  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  wbioh'liEiis  sent  home  in  my  Despatch  of 
the  17th  of  January  last. 

The  same  note,  however,  launch^s^ut  into  very  many  other  topics,  connected 
with  this  detestable  traffic,  and  seemed  to  require  the  detailed  rejoinder,  which  also 
I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith,  under  No.  2. 

Inclosure  No.  3  contains  a  report  of  arrivals  in  this  vicinity  from  the  Coast  of 
Africa  during  the  month  of  January. 

Accounts  from  England,  brought  by  Her  Majesty's  Ship  *'  Conway,"  speak  of 
the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  Convention  between  Great  Britain  and  Portugal 
for  the  Abolition  of  this  commerce  ;  and  reports,  direct  from  Senhor  Galvao  to  the 
Imperial  Government,  speak  also  to  the  same  point.  C<Hisiderable  anxiety  is  in 
consequence  felt  for  the  arrival  of  the  next  packet.  Intelligence  of  such  an  event 
would  be  hailed  by  the  Government  with  great  cordiality. 

I  have   &c 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  >:^c.  8fc, 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  72. 

M.  d^Agvlar  Pantoja  to  Mr,  Hamilton. 
(Translation.) 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  30/A  January,  18S7. 
The  Undersigned,  &c.  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed 
to  him  on  the  ls(  instant  by  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton,  &c.  &c.,  accompanied  by  a  Despatch  from  the 
British  Commissioners  in  Sierra  Leone,  announcing  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  a  vessel  named 
the  '*  Mindeilo**  employed  in  the  Slave  Trade,  under  the  Portuguese  flag;  and  by  two  reports,  one 
showing  the  number  of  vessels  which  had  entered  and  landed  slaves  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  other 
provinces,  or  wliich  were  fitting  out  for  the  same  object ;  and  the  other,  the  names  of  several  officers 
of  the  Brazilian  navy,  who  are  said  to  have  commanded  some  of  these  vessels !  The  Undersigned 
can  assure  Mr.  J^nilton  that  the  Imperial  Government  detests  the  infamous  traffic,  and  has  taken, 
and  continues^HH^  the  most  active  measures  for  its  suppression,  ami  will  immediately  issue  the 
most  positive  ^HE^P  institute  the  most  rigorous  inquiries  respecting  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
said  reports,  in'  ovM  that,  in  case  of  their  protection  or  connivance  being  proved,  they  should  be 
exetnplarily  punished  with  the  utmost  rigour  elf  the  law. 

Tlur  Undersigned  cannot,  however,  omit  to  observe  to  Mr.  H.  Haftiilton,  that  the  person  who 
supplied  the  information  relatively  to  the  landing  of  slaves  on  the  estates  of  Brazilian  proprietors, 
renders  himself  liable  to  suspicion,  inasi&nph  as  he  did  not  scruple  to  impugn  the  honour  of  an 
upright  magi9|^|L  such  as  Senor  Joze  Cln^os  d'Almeida  Torres,  with  whose  probity  and  honour  the 
UndefsignedMnRU  acquainted,  and  whom  he  knows  to  be  incapable  of  committing  an  unworthy 
action  ;  his  estate,  moreover,  being  situated  in  the  interior,  on  which,  in  consequence,  negrroes  could 
not,  as  was  affirmed,  have  been  landed. 

The  Undersigned  must  also  inform  Mr.  H.  Hamilton  that  the  Imperial  Government  has  learnt 
with  great  surprise  and  regret,  that  several  English  merchants,  moved  by  the  desire  of  gaining  great 
profit,  have  imported  from  Great  Britain  merchandises  calculated  only  for  the  Slave  Trade,  and  which 
has  had  the  effect  of  encouragin^j^^he  said  traffic ;  these  illegal  dealers  in  human  flesh,  supposing  that 
it  is  only  philanthropists  belonging  to  the  African  Society  who  oppose  the  traffic,  and  not  the  general 
mass  of  the  English  nation.  Were  it  not  the  wish  of  the  Imperial  Government  to  use  the  greatest 
circumspection  in  such  a  scandak>us  affair,  it  would  now  point  out  the  English  houses  and  merchants 
who  encourage  this  nefarious  commerce,  and  of  whom  it  has  received  information. 

It  being  necessary,  however,  to  correct  this  terrible  abuse,  the  Undersigned  brings  this  fact  to  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton,  in  order  that  the  enlightened  English  Government,  which  has 
acquired  indelible  glory  fi*om  bttdng  been  tb|^Mlto  ^i<MlHt  i^'  utmost  efforts  to  destroy  this  scourge, 
may  take  the  necessary  8tcD|l^bevent  ^^^^^^^Kk^^^mjff^  ^^^  merchandise  to  Brazil. 

The  Undersigned,  ho\J|^^Blnnot  hd^^^HLtfl^Hi^  continual  communications  made  by  Mr. 


Hamilton  Hamilton  on  tdHHQect,  ^hc^^^^^Kr  4ikTfkdicate  that  the  Brazilian  Government  d( 
not  employ  all  its  means  in  draer  to  cninl||^H|Fa  monster  so  criminal  as  the  traffic  in  question, 
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bting  obvious  that  the  Imperial  Government,  struggling  as  it  is  with  civil  war  at  the  two  extremities 
of  the  empire,  where  nearly  all  its  naval  force  has  b^n  employed,  has  not  been  able  to  assist  effectu- 
ally in  its  suppression,  and  having,  moreover,  to  contend  with  the  opinion,  erroneous,  but  unfor- 
tunately very  general  with  the  public  (from  what  may  be  inferred  from  representations  to  the  Legis- 
JaUve  body),  that  African  labour  is  absolutely  necessary  for  agriculture ;  whilst  Great  Britain,  more 
interested  in  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  which  she  herself  proposed,  and  to  effect  which  she  has 
laboured  so  strenuously,  does  not  employ  the  cmiaers,  or  ihe  necessary  activity  stipulated  for  in  the 
same  Treaty. 

The  Imperial  Government,  without  designing  in  the  slightest  decree  to  tolerate,  and  Btfll  Jess  to 
exculpate  Brazilian  subjects,  thus  violating  the  laws,  cannot  but  observe  that  persons  employed  in 
the  service  of  Great  Britain  seem  desirous  to  exercise  on  the  territory  of  Braail  alone  a  degree  of 
vigilance  which  is  far  from  becoming  them,  when  they  might  employ  it  widi  greater  benefit  to  the 
cause  of  humanity  on  the  sea. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.» 
(Signed)        GUSTAVO  ADOLPHO  D'AGUILAR  PANTOJA. 
Mr.  HcaniUcn  Hamilton^ 
8fc.      Sfc      4*^. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  72, 

Mr.  Hamilton  to  M.  d'ArpiUar  Pantqfa. 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  February  22d,  1837. 

MONSIEUa  LB  MiMISTRE, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  replying  to  your  Excellency's  note  of  the  dOth  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of 
certain  reports  relating  to  Slave  Trade,  which  were  submitted  to  your  consideration  in  my  note,  dated 
the  7th  of  the  same  month. 

It  ought  not  to  be  assumed  that  the  representations  which  I  may  have  to  bring  forward  respecting 
the  traffic  in  slaves,  I  should  pledge  myself  for  the  exact  truth  of  every  essential  particular  contained  in 
them.  It  must  oflen  be  very  difficult  to  procure  full  and  satisfactory  proof  even  in  cases  of  the  most 
atrocious  delinquency,  where  do  many  individuals  are  implicated,  and  so  many  interested  in  conceal- 
ment, but  whenever  any  are  pointed  out  by  public  rumour  as  connected  with  the  traffic  in  question,  it 
must  surely  be  both  desirable  and  convenient  (o  a  Government  bound  by  Treaty  to  its  suppression,  to 
be  made  acquainted  with  these  rumours,  and  even  these  individuals  themselves,  if  innocent,  are  bene- 
fited by  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  for  establishing  and  proclaiming  that  innocence. 

But  with  reference  more  particularly  to  the  case  of  the  slave  cargo  of  the  brig  ''  ^endo**  said  to 
have  been  landed  on  &e  Fagenda  of  Senhor  Jozc^  Caiios  d' Almeida  Torres,  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber last,  I  have  to  state  that  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  which' 
that  information  is  called  in  question,  I  caused  further  inquiries  to  be  made,  and  have  again  been 
assured  that  such^a  landing  did  take  place,  if  not  on,  at  least  near  to  the  said. fagenda ;  foi^  although 
not  absolutely  on  the  coast,  the  estate  is  said  to  be  not  very  far  from  it,  and  to  be  accessible  by  a  river  : 
and  furthermore,  that  is  believed  the  negroes  were  still  on  the  property  for  sale  a  short  time  back. 
It  is  by  no  means  asserted  that  the  debarkation  was  effected  with  the  privity  of  Senhor  d*Almeida 
Torres,  or  that  he  was  a  party  to  the  transaction ;  but  if  he  has  lately  visited  his  estate,  he  may  be  able 
to  explain,  probably,  in  what  the  erroneous  report  may  have  originated,  and  who  are  the  persons  really 
concerned. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  M.  Le  Ministre,  to  question  for  one  moment  the  probity  and  integrity  of  Senhor 
Almeida  Torres,  or  to  consider  him  capable  of  a  base  or  derogatory  action,  because  I  do  not  enjoy  the 
honour  of  his  acquaintance.  But  it  is  unfortunately  notorious  that  numberless  individuals  here,  of 
characters  most  reputable  in  other  respects,  are  still  engaged  in  the  traffic  now  under  the  ban  of  almost 
all  the  civilized  world ;  and  that  from .  being  promoted  and  protected  by  such  characters,  it  is  rarely 
considered  in  Brazil  in  the  light  even  of  a  moral  blemish,  much  less  as  a  crime  of  the  blackest  die  of 
inhumanity  and  of  irreliglon. . 

I  could  here  mention  other  estates  in  the  country,  depositories  of  slaves,  of  which  ike  proprietors  are 
exalted  alike  in  rank  and  in  reputation,  together  with  other  corroborating  circtunMiltSds,  in  testimony 
that  this  rank  and  reputation  does  not  always  scruple  to  participate  in  a  commerce  so  degrading ;  but 
I  refirain  from  doing  so,  for  I  believe  the  Imperial  Government  to  be  quite  sincere  in  its  desire  to 
abolish  it:  and  that  its  desire  to  abolish  it,  and  that  its  labours  to  that  end,  how  much  soever  thwarted 
aod  opposed  at  the  present  juncture,  by  individuals  eminent  in  authority,  or  powerful  through  their 
wealth,  must  ultimatdy  prove  successful. 

But  Your  Excellency  advances  that  the  traffic  in  negroes  is  encouraged  and  supported  by  English 
0O(nmercial  houses  established  in  this  place,  who  import  merchandise  suitable  to  its  den«and« ;  and  in 
consequence  you  recommend  that  the  British  Government  prohibit  tlie  exportation  of  such  merehan- 
diae  to  Braail.  This  certainly  appears  a  strange  argument,  and  a  still  more  strange  proposal,  but  I 
will  endeavour  to  reply. 

The  Brazilian  market  calls  for,  and  the  British  merchant  supplies,  certain  manufactures.  With  the 
final  destination  of  these  goods  neither  the  artisan  who  prepares  them;  nor  the  shopkeeper  who  sends 
them,  need.be  supposed  acquainted :  their  interest  in  them  ceases  with  the  sale.  But  when  once  it  is 
sought  to  establish  a  system  of  prohibition  with  regard  to  certain  exports,  it  matters  little  from  what' 
couiUry,  in  order  to  obviate  any  possible  subsequent  misi^plication,  it  must  be  exceedingly  difficult  to 
decide  where  the  system  shall  cease  and  determine;  ammunitiou,  arms,  knives,  &C.,  are  all  in  like 
manner  liable  to  be  converted  to  undue  and  illegal  uses ;  and  they  are  so  converted  continually,  and 
being  so  ought  to  be  included  in  the  schedule. 

The  manufactures,  however,  of  which  Your  Excellency  more  particularly  prohibits  the  exportation 
from  England, are  not  all  employed  or  consumed  in  illicit  trade,  even  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  an  honest 
and  legal  barter  exists  for  them  in  exchan«>;e  for  gold-dxiK^,  ivory,  &c.  &c.,  and  even  a  very  large  portion 
of  them  is  annually  consumed  in  Brazil  itself  by  the  na&ves  and  residents. 

It  is,  however,  not  exclusively  from  Great  Britain  that  articles  adapted  to  the  African  Slave  Trade 
are  brought  to  this  market.  Many  other  parts  of  Europe  also  contribute  their  quota  of  manufactures, 
l)Qt  injhe  like  manner,  indirectly  to  the  sanie  contraband  commerce. 
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B^ittfTcRfrEi^elteiicyisfvalff  teriovsiiiyooraf^^uii^^  if  fheBwaPtoi  Cs<tuww.»t4— g  i 
ceneeive  tWat  eertaiitt  mereiiaRdise  breast  into  BrasU  has  a  teiidk*^  to  eaoMm^  «k}  wgtut  flIsW 
Trade,  why,  I  wottH  ask,  ckees  rt  not  lake  the  imiiatwe  hi  this  insteaee  ?  Wily  does  It  n*!,  pledged  aa 
it  ie  equally  with  Gfeat  Bntaiu*  to  the  aboHtioQ;  why  does  it  not  pwhibit  at  one*  ti»  ciputmioa  «€ 
erery  deseriptiofi  of  merehandise  from  the  BrazHiaa  temtiify  to  ike  sbares  «f  AMsa,  liiiiiwii^  osil 
imist  know,  that  the  greater  part  of  sacb  exportatieD  is  iiiteiided  exptessiy  Imt  Ibt  pmrdiaat  of  aifflaM 
c^tined  for  the  Brazilian  market? 

With  reference  to  those  petitions  addressed  to  the  Legislative,  mentioned  in  Your  ExceBnwy's  aote^ 
petMons  wbieh  proolaim  that  knportatisiui  of  flkvts  are  iadiapeiiialily  mwi— rj  §bk  Hm-  a^ncnktaral 
puq>08es  of  the  couatry,  I  will  just  feniark  thai  they  appear  tolefy  t»  prweed  fraaa 
where  the  Slave  Trade  is  in  moet  aetWe  co-opevation,  vmA  wkeie  eewsequoatfy  f 
flianity,  and  aU  its  oonoooiitanl  dtBiorallxiag  infiyeaeeS)  are  aiort  iearlaUy  aad  deeply  ] 

But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  approaching  Session  of  the  G^eneral  Aneonbly,  the  ' 
Executive  will  demonstrate  the  Mbey  of  these  representations,  and  its  power  provide  for  the  evil  we 
deplore,  a  suitabfier  prompt,  and  pennaoent  remedy. 

Aware,  M.  le  Minis tre,  that  the  disastrous  state  of  afiairs  in  the  northern  aad  aoBlhen>  pia  liiian  eC 
the  empire  rendered  its  navy  less  disposable  for  other  objects.  His  Majesty's  GovenaoMnt  hin  refiaiDed 
from  pressing  on  the  Imperial  Government  the  fact  of  the  little  assistance  which  that  marine  has  con- 
tributed to  the  suppression  of  the  Trade.  Indeed  that  assistance,  even  in  the  opinion  of  the  Imperml 
Legislature,  has  been  so  inconsiderable,  and  so  few  ^lips  have  been  provided  for  the  service'in  cpiestion, 
that,  as  must  be  well  known  to  Your  Excellency,  the  one  hundred  Contos  de  Reis,  which  for  seveial 
years  antecedently  had  been  appropriated  to  it  in  the  annual  budget,  has  been  looked  upon  as  super- 
i^uous,  ami  discoatia«ie<l  ia  that  of  1837-8.  But  the  issue  of  events  both  to  the  north  and  to  the 
south  promises  auspiciously  for  the  cause  of  legality ;  and  the  executive  will  doiiht^oao  soae  ^km  vny 
earliest  moment  when  thai  branch  of  the  military  p«mr  of  the  emptra  sbaU  be  id-  liberlf  to  direct  *m 
energies  to  the  attaismtayt  of  Ifais  other  moot  salttlury  puiqpose. 

Your  Excellency  further  complains  that  some  of  the  authorities  of  Great  Britaui  wisk  ta  *«TTfw 
within  the  territory  of  Brazil  a  right  of  vioilanee  which  does  net  belong  to  theoi ;  a  ^igiJaaco,  too, 
which  might  be  more  properly  be  exercisea  at  sea,  and  with  effects  noia  beneftcial  t»  diet»B»«f 
humaaity.  I  must  be  permitted  to  obeerve  ia  answer,  that  Great  Britaki  has  iafcerferad  thrangh  her 
aothorities  m  Brazil^  there  only  where  by  Treaty  she  ie  justified  in  interfefii^;  ami  wIk%  hawem 
zealous  and  upright  nay  be  Uie  inteatione,  ai^  however  sincere  the  praaMses  of  tftie  fioTrranwid, 
the  remissness  9mA  coonivaBice  of  maay  vmomg  the  aaherdiante  aolfaariftieS'  of  tbe  9Me  km  aaamled 
to  au  infractioa  of  the  engageiaeiits  it  has  eontracted  towards  Great  Britai«» 

Any  balance  aesoaat  of  the  serviees  lemkred  by  ^  two  GovtnmieBts  reapeetrtdy  taanmL  dM 
bamane  ob^t  they  have  in  view,  must  be  unaectsoary ;  and  I  will  abstain  thcrcfere,  tkoog^  net  for 
want  of  matter,  &om  any  fasther  obaervatioas  conaected  therewitlk  I  Imii  nysetf  emkj  la  weytal 
once  more  the  cenvietioft  entertained  hy  my  Gevemnfteat,  that  the  Qoniiiaiial  of  ttia  Inapodal  Mqealf 
is  sincerely  disposed  to  labour  fior  its  attainDMnI ;  hat  that  aiy  GoweMMnent  caanai  h«t  lagrtt  aH  the 
same  time  that  the  system  of  irresponsibiliiy  aDd^impaaity  whkh  ■eeam  U>  ha  Mhnrad  wttitDBgaidia 
so  many  public  officers  whose  cont«imaey  is  aotcHEioMS,  shauld  rsndsr  those  labais  all 
useless. 

Your  Exocllem^  will  find  endosed  hemwith  a  ttalemenl  of  anrivato  in  ^ia  paat  and  tha  i 
hsod,  from  the  coast  of  Aftica,  with  slaves  during  Ihe  month  of  Jaauary  last 

I  avail  ntyial^dK. 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILVOK. 

IKs  Excellency  SmAor  Q.  A  dfAgmla  PanUiom 
8fCm  .    8fc.  8f€. 


Thtid  E&dMure  ia  No.  1% 
(Copy.) 

Particulars  of  sundry  Vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade^  under  the  Portuguese  Ftag^  that  ha»e 
arrived  at  (his  Port  of  Rio  Janeiro  ir^  Ballast  during  the  month  of  January^  1887,  after  kaaing 
landed  their  cargoes  of  Slaves  on  the  coast  cf  Brazil. 

Hio  de  Janeiro^  1st  Febntanft  1899m 

Brig,  "^  Don  Mcmoei  de  Portugal ;'*  fvom  Angola,  endnrked  S09  slaves;  of  thsM  78^  dtad  ••  the 
voyage,  and  527  weve  leaded  at  the  lake  of  lloderigo  de  Facitas,  ia  Urn  vielBfty  of  tkis  city.  Via 
slaves  were  for  some  days  deposited  near  to  the  Botanic  Gardeaa.  Tins  vesocl  renaiaed  twa  dhqfa  off 
this  port,  and  fired  six  gans  at  intervals  as  signals,  whkh  vrer*  akimataly  aasaciad  tem  dte  shavs  by 
a  balloon  being  let  off  ioto  the  wr.  The  slaves  on  board  bdoaged  to  a  peraaa  naaad  Badengaia 
Brazilian  8id)ject. 

Patacho  ''Jove;'  fvom  Loanda.  Leaded  835  itorea;iB  the  aeigldwutiwod [of  tfte  iriend  af  fit 
Sebastiao. 

Patacho  ''Andormha^'  fiDai  Loaoda.  Laaded  812  dares  hi  tiM  ncigUaiatead  of  tfieiahMi  of 
St.  Sebastiao, 

Schooner ''Ji2or<^  2^)011(10,"  froai  Angola.  Landed  297  slaves  in  tte  aeighbaiiriMod  af  the  islaad 
of  St.  Sebastiao. 

PiOacho ''  Luiza,'*  from  Aagob.    Landed  887  slaves  at  the  poH  of  Oia  island  of  St.  SdMsUaou 

F&tacho  *'  Doui  d'Mril^^  ftam  Angofau     Landed  897  skives  at  Campaa. 

Brig  ^  ildomoftor,"  from  QuiliBMne.  Embarked  800  slaves ;  of  these  804  dM  on  tlie  voyage  aad 
496  were  landed  near  to  Santos. 

Patacho."  EUza^*  kom  Angoh.    Landed  867  leaves  at  P^raty« 

Brig  "  Leao^'  from  Angola.    Landed  614  slaves  at  Campoa. 

Brig-Schooner  '*  Rio  Zua,*'  from  Angohu    Landed  819  idavas  at  the  estate  of  a  penmi  of  tba 
name  of  Chiimaraes,  at  the  Ilha  Grande,  being  for  the  accoant  df  Jo»6  Benwdhm  de  fia,  a  Br 
mijeot 

Brig  '^  DiUgencia^^  from  Ang^a.    Landed  475  slaves  at  Machai. 

Brig ''  Leaoy"  from  Quilimane.    Embarked  855  slaves;  of  these  288  died,  or  weia  tfarowa 
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iMNpd  wih^  diving  Ifae.T^ya^e.  The  imaU^x  Iwviog  ap^paited  ^meng  ikt  alavea.  BQ  ^f  ibem  mete 
immrtrimAfij  ihmmn  ovo^toird  aUve ;  aitenvank,  ttie  moiitpfl  made  its  appearaace,  ^  wikic^  25i3  died. 
Tile  PfMinif  ekma,  ^72  im.  iMUBbeE,  vece  landed  an  tJne  caaei  4»f  fiisail  at  Maaambi^ia,  aear  to  Uba 
Qraiada>  l)«i  ia  aomiaenUa  a  ataie  ttiat  the  greater  nuailiar  could  not  walk,  but  weae  carried  aa  shoM* 
Some  of  the  crew  of  the  vessel  also  died  fran  Hm  sickiMaa  aa  Jbaavd. 

.  ISaial  PMmJatt  rf  alaaat  imparlid  aa  abaf  e  hj  12  Tessela  dMoi^  the  numth  of  Janaai-y  last,  487a 

(Signed)  DAVID  STEVENSON. 


No.  73. 
Mr.  Hamilhn  HmmiUim  tQ  Vucomit  Paknerstojiu — {Mecewed  May  \Z(hS) 

Mv  LoiiB,  Miede  JmmeirH.  Martk  S2md,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  lionour  to  transmit  for  your  Lordship's  information  the  reply 
returned  by  Senhor  Limpo  de  Abreo  to  my  confidential  communication  to  His 
EsceUeiicy's  frecbcesten,  4atod  Felnnaiy  22iid  {.seat  home  im  my  Deapal^  of 
Ifcc  27di  Tihtmo),  on  differest  points  ocmne«*wl  with  the  traffic  in«laf«8,  together 
Tvith  my  r^(»nder. 

I  traosauty  aX  the  same  time*  a  report  of  the  Slave  Trade  arrivals,  in  the  vlcijuljr 
of  this  Port,  during  the  month  of  February. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 
The  Bight  Han.  Viscount  Pdmerstony  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  £fc 


First  EneJosurc  in  No.  73. 
(TraariatiaR.) 

M,  Limpode  Abreo  to  Mr,  MrnmUmi. 

FaUkce^  Rio  de  Jmneiro,  March  $tk  1837. 
Mais  ixxiwcjaaua  4^mi»  Excku-bnt  Sir* 

I  B^iva  the  hojioiir  to  acknowledge  4he  receipt  of  the  coafidential  leUer  that  Your  £xceIkDcy 
addiaaned  to  my  pvedacaaBae,  dated  the  22iid  ultioio»  in  which  you  make  several  observations  on  th 
eontents  of  the  ofi&oial  note,  which  he  had  addeessad  to  you  oa  the  30ih  of  January  last ;  and  heing 
deasous  of  caaponding  to  the  frankness  with  which  your  EiceUancy  exfresses  )XHir  sentimeats,  will, 
m  Ukm  BMnaer  avail  aaysalf  of  tha  fom  of  acaafidential  letter,  in  order  to  reply  to  the  ipoiokB  to  which 
Your  Excellency  refers. 

I  am  aoadh  giatifiad  that  Your  Exoelleacy  reoQgnises  the  obstacles  which  oppose  the  obtaining  full 
and  satitftctoffy  pMof,  eren  ia  cases  of  the  moat  atrocious  dehnquency  :  this  sufficiently  explains  the 
naeesflity  fin:  caution  whioh  ought  to  guide  the  decisions  of  Oovemmeat  with  regard  to  the  Judiaary 
power,  to  which  it  exoUisi¥e]y  belongs  to  investigate,  and  to  institute  proceedings  in  cases  of  the  illicit 
latjpodoctiaiii  of  Africans,  as  at  different  times  it  has  been  oxdered  to  do.  Your  Excellency  will  allow 
that  a  special  ovder  on  the  part  of  the  Governmeut  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  iadividuals»  could 
not  fail  to  wound,  to  a  certain  extent,  their  credit  and  reputation,  and  for  that  reason  should  only 
ba  institatad^n  the  authority  of  documents  or  other  proofs,  or  on  such  clear  presumptire  evideace, 
SB  iMald  pcotect  the  Govermneut  from  all  undue  responsibility  as  well  as  the  danger  of  incurring 
censure  for  want  of  prudence  and  consideration,  when  the  case  should  be  tried,  and  the  innocence  of 
those  same  individuals  perhaps  altimatdy  established. 

I  was  aiaa  pleased  tofindttiat  kter  information  obtained  by  Your  Excellency  regarding  the  landing 
of  Africans,  said  to  have  been  efiected  on  the  estate  of  Senhor  Joau^  Cark>s  d'Almeida  Torrea,  modified 
that  previously  received ;  and  I  duly  appreciated  the  frank  declaration  on  the  part  of  Your  Excel-, 
lency,  that  you  were  far  from  asserting  in  your  first  note,  that  that  gentleman  had  the  least  concern 
or  part  in  that  debarkation  and  sale.  It  is  not  only  from  his  public  ^character,  from  the  eminent 
post  that  he  has  filled,  nor  from  the  ^important  serrkes  that  ba  has  rendered,  that  Senhor  Almeida 
IXarrea  has  claims  to  the  credit  and  rapotatian  which  he  enjoys  in  hia  own  country,  but  also  for  the 
aMral  aad  jaat  priaciples  which  cbaracterixa  and  distinguish  him,  and  which  avert  ^:om  him  the 
slightest  shadow  of  suspicion  of  consenting,  &iouring,  or  tolerating  in  any  manaer  whatever,  direetly 
or  indirectly,  a  traffic  so  inhuman  and  abominable. 

The  suggestion  which  my  predecessor  made  in  his  note  before  mentioned,  with  regard  to  the  pro* 
bibition  in  Great  Britain,  of  the  exportation  of  goods  which  can  only  be  intended  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  negroes  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  the  signification  which 
Your  Excellency  attributes  to  it.  In  my  opinion  it  should  be  regarded  as  an  invitation  to  furtlier  dis 
cusuon  on  the  subject,  and  as  a  dedaration,  which  being  confirmed  by  subsequent  and  circumstan- 
tial investigation,  may  be  agreeable  to  the  English  Government,  interested  as  they  evidently  are  iH 
coanteracting  every  measure  that  the  thirst  for  gain  might  prompt,  and  which  tends  to  advance  such 
a  detestable  trade. 

With  regard  to  Your  Excellency's  observations,  ccmceming  the  representations  which  have  been 
addressed  to  the  Legislative  Assembly,  respecting  the  continuation  of  the  Slave  Trade,  since  it  is 
thought  necessary  for  the  agricultural  wants  of  the  country.  Your  Excellency  does  but  justice  to  the 
ieelings  of  the  Gtovernment,  in  believing,  that  notwithstanding  those  representations  (which  nevertheless 
are  numerous,  and  from  many  districts)  they  will  not  fail  to  advocate  and  to  vindicate  with  their 
aiomst  efforts  before  the  Legislative  Assembly,  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  the  real  interests  of 
Brazil.    It  is  also  fit  here  to  remind  Your  Excellency,  that  the  Legislature  was  always  animated 
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by  the  same  desire,  of  which,  among  others,  the  law  of  the  7th  of  No^mber,  1631»  is  a  proof;  and 
that  the  Government  have  not  ceased  to  assist  effectually  in  the  suppression  of  the  illicit  traflic  in 
slaves,  by  urging  the  authorities  to  proceed  criminally  against  the  delinquents,  and  by  promoting  the 
colonization  of  free  labourers,  as  may  be  seen  by  Uie  registers  in  the  different  officers  of  state ;  in 
short,  by  many  other  means  well  known  to  your  Excellency. 

Nor  can  I  omit  to  remind  Tour  Ehcellency,  that  the  Imperial  Government,  previous  to  tbe  oat- 
breaking  of  the  disturbances  which  have  desolated  the  two  provinces  of  Para,  and  Rk)  Grande  de  Sul, 
had  always  kept  cruizers  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  even  subsequently  to  these  untoward  events, 
never  diverted  its  attention  from  that  object :  inasmuch  as  besides  having  sent  vessels  to  cruize  on 
the  coast  of  the  Algoas,  where  it  was  reported  the  disembarkation  of  negroes  was  effected,  they  have 
recommended  to  the  vessels-of-war,  anchored  in  tbe  ports  of  some  of  the  northern  and  southern  pro- 
vinces of  the  empire,  the  greatest  vigilance  and  care  in  order  to  prevent  such  landings.  The  Imperial 
Government  are  persuaded  that  cruizers  are  one  of  the  most  efficacious  means  of  repressing  the 
unlawful  trade  in  Africans,  and  succoured  by  the  powerful  assistance  of  the  British  shi|»-<£war» 
entertain  the  hope  of  seeing  that  desirable  and  philanthropic  object  attained. 

The  non-application  of  the  100  contos  of  reis,  intended  for  the  purchase  of  small  vessels,  in  order 
to'suppress  the  Slave  Trade,  does  not  authorize  the  conclusion  that  Your  Excellency  draws.  TWy 
were  to  bave  ceased  at  a  given  period,  and  the  Legislature  in  its  wisdom,  considered  that  poiod 
arrived. 

Being  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  list,  transmitted  by  Your  Excellency,  of  vessels  which  arrived 
in  ballast  at  this  port  in  the  month  of  January  last,  afler  having  landed  slaves  on  the  eoast  of  this 
province,  and  on  that  of  St  Paul's,  I  can  assure  Your  Excellency  that  the  Imperial  Government  mrt 
about  to  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  proceed  in  form  of  law,  with  regard  to  the  facts  pointed  out 
in  the  same  list,  inciting  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  Presidents  and  judiciary  authorities  o(  those 
provinces. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
(Signed)  ANTONIO  PAULINO  LIMPO  DE  ABREO* 

His  Excellency  Hamilton  Hamilton^  Esq. 
S^c  S^c.  8^c. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  73. 
Mr.  Hamilton  to  M.  de  Ahreo. 

Rio  de  Janiero,  March  18^  1837. 
Thb  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  letter  of  Senhor  A.  P. 
Limpo  de  Abreo,  of  the  6th  instant,  written  in  reply  to  one  addressed  by  the  Undersigned,  to  Senhmr 
Gustavo  Addfo  d*Agoilar  Pantoja,  on  the  22nd  ultimo. 

On  this  occasion  the  Undersigned  will  limit  himself  to  one  observation,  and  that  a  very  brief  one, 
relative  to  the  suggestion  made  by  Senhor  d'Aguilar  Pantoja  in  a  preceding  note,  that  the  exportation 
from  Great  Britain  of  all  manufactured  goods  which  are  to  be  employed  ultimately  as  a  means  for  the 
purchase  of  negroes  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  be  prohibited  by  the  British  Grovernment. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  AfiUirs  interprets  this  suggestion  in  a  manner  different  from  the  Under- 
signed. His  Excellency  conceives  it  should  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  an  invitation  made  to  tiie 
British  Government,  for  further  discussion  on  the  subject,  &c.,  &c. 

Without  stopping  to  inquire  here  which  interpretation  may  be  the  more  correct,  the  UndersigBed 
will  merely  remark  to  His  Excellency,  that  as  a  proposition  emanating  from  the  Imperial  Govermnent 
to  the  British  Government,  it  can,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Undersigned,  be  brought  regularly  under  the 
consideration  of  the  latter,  only  through  the  medium  of  the  Imperial  Minister  at  Loi^on. 

The  note,  however,  in  which  is  found  the  suggestion  in  question,  has  been  submitted  to  the  King's 
€K)vernment,  and  it  may  perhaps  be  considered  advisable  to  provide  the  UndersigpMd  with  inatmctions 
on  the  subject. 

The  Undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  submit  to  the  censideratiott  of  His 
Excellency  a  return  of  African  Slaves  landed  on  the  coast  of  this  province,  and  to  the  southward, 
during  the  month  of  February. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  &c. 

(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

His  Excellency  Senhor  Antonio  PauHno  Limpo  de  Abreo^ 
S^c.  8^,  S^c. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  73. 

PartictUars  respecting  sundry  Vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade^  under  the  Portuguese  Flag^  thai 
hace  arrived  at  this  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro^  in  Ballast,  during  the  month  <f  February ,)lSd7 ,  efier 
having  landed  then-  cargoes  of  Slaves  on  the  coast  of  Brazil, 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  March  1st,  1837. 

Brig,  "  Flor  de  QuUmancy'  from  Quilmane,  embarked  850  slavcfs,  of  these  168  died  on  the  passage,, 
and  697  were  landed  at  Campos  in  a  very  sickly  state. 

Brig,  ^'  Mercurio"  from  Angola.  This  vessel  has  made  two  voyages  since  she  left  this  port. 
The  first  voyage  she  landed  572  slaves  at  Campos,  and  on  (he  present  vojsge  51 2  slaves  at  the 
islands  of  Pal  mas. 

Brig,  *'  Johovah"  from  Angola.  This  vessel,  since  she  left  this  port  thirteen  months  ago^  has 
made  three  voyages  without  entering  any  port.  The  first  voyage  she  landed  700  slaves,  very  siddy, 
at  Ponta  Negra,  about  half  way  betwixt  this  port  and  Cape  Frio ;  on  the  second  voyage  600  slaves 
at  the  island  of  Saint  Sebastiao ;  and  on  the  present  voyage  520  slaves  at  Tapier,  close  to  the  entrance 
of  this  port.  The  greater  number  of  these  last  were  put  into  boats  and  fishing  canoes  and  brought 
to  town. 

Smack,  "  Hennqueta^*  from  Angola,  landed  263  slaves,  in  canoes,  at  the  house  of  an  ofl^^er,  near 
tbe  fort  of  Saint  Joao,  at  (he  entrance  of  this  port. 

Total  number  of  slaves  imported  by  four  vessels  as  above,  during  the  month  of  February  last,  1992. 
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No;  74. 
Mr,  Hamilton  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — (Received  June  I8th.) 

Mt  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  April  18<A,  1837. 

With  reference  to  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  22nd  of  October  last, 
relating  to  certain  evils,  which  result  from  the  delays  experienced  in  the  adjudication 
of  slavers  brought  before  the  Mixed  Court  sitting  in  this  capital,  which  Despatch 
conveyed  instructions,  that  I  should  employ  all  the  means  in  my  power,  to  induce  the 
BrazUian  Government  to  accede  to,  and  enforce  the  execution  of,  any  plan  which 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  might  devise  for  the  removal  of  those  e^,  I  liave 
the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a  note  which,  in  obedience  to  these  instructions,  I 
addressed  to  the  Foreign  Department,  together  with  the  answer,  recently  received. 

Although  this  answer  does  not  pledge  the  Imperial  Government  to  go  quite  so 
far  as  might  be  wished,  in  conforming  itself  to  the  recommendations  proposed  by 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners,  still  it  is  satisfactory  to  perceive  therein  evidence  of 
a  disposition  favourable,  on  the  whole,  to  the  attainment  of  the  humane  object  held  in 
view.  The  Minister  encourages  a  hope,  that  the  assistance  of  a  hulk  for  the  recep- 
tion of  negroes  who  might  hereafter  be  captured  by  His  Majesty's  cruizers,  and  be 
8ent  hither  for  adjudication,  may,  eventually,  be  conceded ;  and  he  engages,  that  the 
question  of  abrogating  the  existing  system  of  embargoes  on  the  sentences  of  the: 
Mixed  Court  shall  be  brought  before  the  Legislature  on  the  approaching  Session. 

r  have  &c. 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Fiscount  Palmerston.  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  ^c. 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  74* 
Mr,  Hamilton  to  Jf.  Limpo  de  Abreo. 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  February  IBM,  1837* 
ImTRUOTioNs  having  been  receive<)  from  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflair» 
by  His  Majesty's  Cotnmi^oners  in  the  Mixed  Court,  to  consult  with  their  Brazilian  Colleagues  as  lo 
certain  arrangements  calculated  to  remedy  the  great  evils  suffered,  not  only  by  the  negroes,  but  also^ 
by  the  prise  crews,  on  board  vessels  brought  into  this  Port  under  the  Treaties  for  Abolition  of  Slave* 
IVade,  and  fletained  during  the  proceedings  before  the  said  Court,  His  Majesty's  said  Commissioners 
*  did  in  accordance  with  such  instructions  bring  this  important  affiur  before  their  colleagues  on  the  dlst 
December  hst  I 

In  consequence  of  the  Christmas  holidays,  the  Court  did  not  assemble  again  until  the  Idth- 
January,  but  on  that  day  the  Brazilian  Commissary  Judge,  although  he  did  not  deny  the  existence  of 
all  the  wretchedness  and  misery  which  form  the  basis  of  the  minute  of  December,  1831,  yet  decHne4r 
to  recommend  to  his  Government  the  measures  therein  proposed  for  its  abatement,  under  the  plea 
that  the  objects  to  which  they  were  to  be  directed  are  essentially  and  solely  British,  and  could  not 
but  involve  the  former  in  considerable  trouble,  responsibility,  and  expense. 

Of  the  two  minutes  recorded  in  the  Court  at  those  sittings,  the  undersigned,  &c.  &c.  has  the  honour 
to  enclose  Copies  to  His  Excellency  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  to  accompany  them  with  the 
following  observations : — 

The  evils  adverted  to  in  the  minute  of  the  Slst  December,  have  been  long  notorious,  and  it  is  to" 
mitigate  them  that  the  propositions  submitted  by  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  are  directed.  But 
their  Brazilian  Colleag^  in  answer  pleads  incompetency,  and  refoses  to  interfere  in  a  question  which 
he  assumes  to  be  foreign  to  Brazilian  interests,  suggesting  that  if  it  must  be  brought  forward  it  her 
treated  diplomatically. 

Instructed  then  as  he  is  by  His  Majesty's  Government  to  use  all  the  means  in  his  power  to- induce 
the  Imperial  Government  to  accede  to,  and  enforce  the  execution  of  any  plan  which  the  Com* 
minioners  may  devise  for  the  attainment  of  the  humane  object  in  view,  the  undersigned  only  fulfils  hi» 
duty  by  referring  in  this  manner  to  the  consideration  of  .the  Imperial  Government,  the  propositioik 
which  the  Imperial  Commissary  Judge  declined  to  entertain. 

It  is,  as  that  Goverment  must  be  aware,  not  only  on  subjects  of  the  King  that  these  evils  fall, 
although  to  them  certainly  a  very  heavy  share  is  allotted  :  these  evils  are  felt  also  by  many  amongst 
His  Imperial  Majesty's  subjects,  other  than  those  implicated  in  the  illegal  and  nefarious  traffic,  but 
•till  more  intensely  by  those  unfortunate  beings  who  are  its  immediate  object 

The  pretension  of  the  Brazilian  Commissary  Judge,  that  measures  intended  to  afford  relief  to 
nagroes  under  detention,  &c.,  are  to  be  considered  wholly  as  a  British  concern,  appears  to  the  under- 
signed to  be  fallacious,  the  spirit  of  all  the  compacts  between  the  two  countries  for  the  destruction  of 
Slave  Trade,  being  a  sincere  and  zealous  co-operation  of  the  contracting  parties.  But  independently 
<^this  consideration^  the  deplorable  evils  in  question  ar6  the  work,  if  not  exclusively,  at  least  to  a  con- 
Adcrable  degree,  of  Brazilian  citizens;  and  surely,  therefore,  by  way  of  atonement  for  this  delin- 
queney  of  its  subjects,  it  is  only  the  more  incumbent  on  the  Brazilian  Government  to  adopt  the 
remedial  measures  for  which  the  emergency  of  the  case  represented  by  the  British  Commissioners 
aeems  to  call. 

With  regard  \o  any  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  preventive  arrangements.  Subsidiary  to  this  matter, 
a  similar  participation  seems  reasonable,  and  the  adjustment  thereof  to  come  properly  within  the  scope 
of  the  labours  of  the  Mixed  Commission. 

The  Imperial  Government  professes  to  desire  most  sincerely  the  total  eradication  of  slavery :  it  has 
jfMged  itself  indeed  repeatedly  to  the  adoption  of  measures  fitted  to  the  attainment  of  such  a  philan- 
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thropic  purpose.  For  the  complete  redemption  of  this  pledge  much  remains  to  be  done ;  some  little 
advance,  however,  may  be  made  even  at  this  moment.  By  a  frank  4md  cordial  union  with  Great 
Britain,  in  the  sense  of  the  project  recommended  by  her  Commissioners,  it  is  possible  to  temper  and 
abate  materially  the  minor  calamities  by  which  the  commerce  is  accompanied ;  and  the  undenSgped  is 
pleased  to  believe  that  the  Imperial  Gevemmenti  in  deference  to  that  consideraliouy  will  enable  him 
to  inform  his  Government  that  the  Imperial 'Commissioners  in  the  Mixed  Court  have  been  instructed 
to  enter  into  concert  and  arrangement  with  their  British  Colleagues  on  the  proposition  brought 
foFward  by  thelatter  on  the  SUt  December :  and  where  ie£treiice  .to  the  Legislature  nay  be  fkumd 
requbite,  that  suchre^erenoe  shall  be  made  immediaWly  after  the  owning  of  the  Session, 

Xn  soliciting  His  Excellency,  Senhiv  Gustave  Adolfo  d*Aguilar  Pantoja,  Minister  of  Foreign 
A&irs,  to  bring  the  important  topic  discussed  in  this  note  under  the  consideration  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  of 'His  Imperial  Miyesty,  *tfae  undersigned  has  ^le  honour  to  teilerale  to  His  Excdlency  the 
avuianees,  &c..&c. 

XSigne4)  HAMILTON  KAMOOTOJS. 

His  Excellency  Sejihar  Antonio  Paulo  Limpo  de  Abreo^ 
§•0.  §"0.  8^c. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  74. 

(Translation*)  M.  Lmpo  de  Abreo  to  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  22rd  March^  1887. 
The  Undersigned  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  note  wbichMr.  Hamilton  Hamflton 
addressedto  him,  dated  the  I6th  February,  with  copies  of  a  Proposition  oMde  by  the  IfitiiA  Membm 
of  :tbe  Mixed  Gonuaission  estabUniNd  at  thia  place,  in  which  areiMt  foiththe  gfeathaidshipB^aBdaindl^ 
not  only  by  the  blacky,  but  likewise  by  the  ciews  of  vessels,  which  axe  brought  into  this  .poet  in  conbr* 
mity  with  the  Treaties  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  detained  during  the  proceedings  before 
the  said  Commissioners,  as  well  as  a  representation  relative  to  the  delays  which  occur  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  proceedinges  until  ^eir  conclusion,  and  the  delivery  of  the  negroes  to  the  Brazilian 
authorities,  suggesting  as  means  proper  for.lesaeninig  those  avik,*tbe,gmit -by  theIflQ>aiial(Cfevetii^ 
nient  of  a  Hulk  in  which  the  negroes  might  be  placedvimmediately  on  .their  arrival  here,innd  likewise 
the  necessity  of  abridging  still  more  the  proceedings  by  means  of  just  and  philanthropic  provisions 
with  reference  to  the  delays  which  the  parties  may  oppose  to  the  sentence  of  the  Mixed  Commission, 
comformably  with  the  usages  of  the  country,  idlegiog  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  British  Commis- 
sioners, such  delays  are  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Treaties.  This  pKopositum  of  the  British  Commis- 
sioners  was  by  them  brought  before  the  Brazilian  member  of  the  same  Commission,  inviting  the  latter 
to  determine  by  common  accord,  -on  the  manner  of  obtaining  from  the  Executive  such  provisions  as 
had  been  indicated ;  but  sinee  the  Brazilian  Commissioners  .^aborJosftf  Caneiro^de  Campos  did  not 
4»nsent  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  this  nature,  replying  to  the  invitation  •  of  .Uie  British  CQQa&i»* 
sieners,  that  it  appeared  to  him  assreproper  that  such  decision  be^KiUcitcdof  tha  Bfaiilitn^Gmnrnmtat 
through  the  Ministei  Pknipotentiacy  of  Great  Britian  vesident  thave.  Mr.  lUaiailton  JJUmikM, 
adhering  to  this  suggestion,  submitted  the  said  proposition  ito  the  eonsidenfcion  *€A  the  JJaipanal 
Government,  together  with  some  general  observatioos,  ibe  o^eoi  ofwhidi  is  to-dtmonstrajte  hath,  that 
the  hardships  and  evils  to  which  it  refers,  are  principally  felt  by  the  unhappy  beings  who,  firom  th^diiirf 
object  of  the  fHrovisioos  requwsd,  and  also  that  the  spirit  of  the  Treaties  for  the  AbohtioA  ctf'.the  Skve 
Trade,  is  thatof  a  sincere  and  zealous  co-operation  of  the  two  oontaaeting  parties;  and  likewise  Ihat 
the  deplorable  evils  in  question  are  the  .work,  if  not  exclusively,  at  least  to  a  eoosiderable  esUent*  cS 
Brazilian  subjects.  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  deducing  from  thepvemiass,  whteh  he  ithns  ^stabliabea 
the  corollary,  thiLt  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Bnzilian  Government,  by  wayiof  atonement  Ibrthis  delii»* 
quency  of  its  subjects  fcN-  which ' the  emergeney  of  the  case  reprostnled  b^  the  Briti^  CgmaMSswpsss 
seems  to  eall. 

The  Undersigned,  in  answering  this  note,  will  commence  by  infiMrming. Mr. ^Hamilton. Hamilton 
that  the  Imperial  Government  approved  of  the  reply  made  by  the  Brazilian  .Commissaty  Jud^e* 
JBkilhor  JoB^  Cameiro  de  Campos,  inasmuch  as  the  Mixed  Commission,  not  beinig.ahle  to  ^  Jbeyond 
^le  Powers  defined  in  the  Regulation  of  the  S8th  July,  lei'?,  the  BnaUian  Membaratharaaf  warn 
assuredly  not  authorized  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  point  whkth  .was  proposed  to  iham,  an.djgr 
which,  on  the  other  hand,  the  British  Members  had  received  instmctiQas  from  their  Govemmont. 

The  undersigned,  likewise,  cannot  omit  submitting  to  the  consideration  of  Mr.  HamtUcoi  fiamilten* 
ihat  the  Imperial  Government  takes  on  hself,  without  any  assistance  from  tiie'British-6oivennMnt»  the 
guard  and  expenses  of  the  negroes  who  may  be  captured  by  Brazilian  ^esselaand  autfaorilies,  assi  UuH 
it  pays  equally  its  share  of  the  expenses  which,  ailsr  sentence  is  given,  until  ^Msation  thaiai^  ^ain 
incurred  for  those  negroes  who  may  have  .been  captured  by  Brittth*vescela,it  thereby  being -dea^ 
evident  that  the  proposition,  which  has  for  its  end  and  object  to  share  with  the  Imperial  Government 
a  portion  of  the  expenses  of  the  negroes  taken  by  British  vesaels,  and  brongfatiinto  the  hafbowr  of  Jtio 
de  Janeiro,  hr  from  being  founded  on  arguments  of  reciprocity,  woidd  eacreach  nn  it  matarisiiy*  and 
lend,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Treaties,. and  even  to  the  principles  of  justice,  to  estaUish  aaintoky- 
rable  inequality.  The  two  fust  arguments  brotight  forward  by  Mr.  Hamilton  beingtbus  oonfutad,  nor 
assuredly  does  the  argument  which  is  deduced  from  the  share  taken  by  Brazilian  au1^i«filB  in  the  Slave 
Trede,  appear  of  greater  weight  in  defending  the  propriety  of  this  demand.  In  the  first  pbae,  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  that  this  traffic  is  carried  on  ostensibly  under  the  Portuguese  flag ;  and  heaides  4hiai 
since  it  is  incontestable  that  the  Imperial  Government  has  concurred,  and  is  always  xaady  t»  concur  in 
hs  repressdon  with  all  the  means  within  its  reach ;  no  principle  of  right  or  justice  cMi  saoAer.il ixm^tm  \ 
sible  for  acts  done  in  despite  of  its  orders,  and  the  effiwts  it  hasmiade  so  mppropriately  te  ormnt  and 
punish  Ihem.  But,  notwithslimding  all  ihis,  the  simple  grant  of  aimlk  without  any  other  ctfbligalion  on 
the  part  of  the  Imperial  Grovemment,  might  form  the  subject  of  a  special  requisition,  wiianevar  a^asa 
where  it  may  be  necessary  should  arise,  and  on  such  occasions  the  Imperial  Government  miil  consider 
the  possibility  or  impossibility  of  this  assffitanoe. 

With  respect  to  the  delays  consequent  on  the  embargoes  to  which  the  sentences  of  ^he  Mssed  €«vw 
mission  are  liable,  the  Undersigned  considers  them  conformable  to  the  letterof  Artidel.  «if  the  Baglfer 
ktion  of  the  28th  July,  1617,  which  alone  prohibits  the  power  of  appeal,  and  also  consistent  witib  the 
spirit  of  the  Treaties  which  ootjM  never  have  been  intended  to  vrithhoUl  ^pom  tbe  fiartisB      '^  '  -^ 
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BMans  of  dfetece,  it  hekkg^cm  sudrnotifBB  that  the  Imperial  Ctorenuneiit  based  its  dedaioB  of  the 
I7tl|  Af>ril,.  1886*  la  the  mean  time,  however,  the  Undersigned  will  not  hesitate  to  bring  this 
sabject  before  the  LegisktiTe  body  to  whom  alone  it  belongs  to  alter  the  laws  of  the  country* 

From  the  explanatory  detail  which  the  Undersigned  has  now  made,  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamiltocf  will 
Ifodno  difficulty  in  perceiTing  the- serious  attention  which  the  Imperial  Government  has  given  to  his 
note  of  the  18th  Fetoiary,  and  that. the  resokitbns  of  which  the  adi^ion  has  been  deemed  adrisable 
tte  dictated  by  that  ^rit  of  unpartiality  and  of  justice  by  which  it  is  giuded^  and  those  feelings  of 
philanthropy  by  which  it  is  animated. 

The  Underugned,  &c. 
(Signed)  ANTONIO  PAULINO  LIMPO  DE  ABREO. 


No.  75. 
JJIr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  to  Vtscdunt  Palmer^ton — (Recdned  June  I8th.) 

My  Ijsm,  Riode  Janeiro,  jipril  ISik,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  Lordship's  information  copy  rfa 
note  which  I  addressed  to  the  Imperial  Government  on  the  8th  instant^  founded 
^efly  on  your  Despatch  of  the  34th  of  December  last,  relative  to  the  slaver  *'  F'into 
dfm9^  de  Septewwro.'* 

One  or  two  recent  movements,  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  appear  to  show 
some  disposition  to  depart  a  little  from  the  apathy  which  it  has  so  long  evinced  on 
the  Slave  Trade  Question.     The  following  are  the  circumstances  to  which  I  allude. 

A  charge  heing  brought  against  a  Juiz  de  P&z  at  Mangaratiba,  that  he  had  taken 
bribes  to  deliver  up  to  the  importers  38  slaves,  newly  arrived,  whom  the  Juiz  him* 
self  had  apprehended,  a  true  bill  was  found  against  this  magistrate  in  February  last ; 
and  thecanee-appointed  to  be  tried  at  the  town  in  question.  The  result  is  not  yet 
known,  but  the  decision  will  be  of  the  more  importance,  on  account  of  its  probable 
bearing,  on  the  conduct  of  other  justices  of  the  peace  in  similar  cases ;  and  these  aie 
iimiiiiiefable:. 

Secondly  :  On  the  18th  ultimo,  an  instruction  was  issued  to  the  Pr^ident  of  this 
province,  requiring  him  to  redouble  his  vigilance  and  activity  for  the  discovery  and 
punishment  of  transgressors  of  the  Law  of  November  7th,  1831 ;  the  observance  of 
which, Jt  ift^addedr  is  very  closdy  oonnected  with  the  reputation  and  dignity  of  the 
Goverament. 

rtis  not  improbable,  and  perhaps  not  unreasonable,  that  the  Government,  in  its 
correspondence  with  the  Imperial  Representative  at  London,,  may  take  credit  to 
itflelf,  fMshai^iog  Msisteilthe  chyuour  of  the  oppeution  in  the  twa Chambers^  togedi^ 
with  that  of  the  very  niuneroiiff  and  powerful  body  out  of  door»,  whose  mcfividnal 
interests  are  involved  in  a  continuance  of  the  traffic ;  and  for  having  preserved  the 
Law  above-mentioned  oa  the  statute-book.  I  do  really  believe,  that  the  Executive 
is  sincere  in  the  opinions  and  intentions  which  it  professes  on  the  subject ;  but  its 
abSty  te- perform  is  yet  a  problem,  ferthe  solution  of  which  we  must  wait  patiently 
till  the  opening  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Slave  Traffic  Report,  transmitted  by  the  last  mail,  presented  a  list  of  impor- 
tations less  considerable  than  those  of  the  two  preceding  months ;  but  this  was  not 
to  be  taken  as  a  criterion  of  diminished  trade.  Unfortunately,  the  accompanying 
Report  for  the  month  of  March  shows  the  augmented  number  of  7395. 

As  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  general  accuracy  of  these  Reports,  it  may  be 
observed  here,. that  the  Government  has  excepted  to  two  only  of  the  lUtfnerous  items 
they  eoB^ebemL 

I  hsre,  &C. 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

The  Right  Hon. .  Pi^count  Palmersfon^  G.C.B. 
Sfc^  Sf€.  Sfc. 


No.  76. 
Mr.  HmmUom  Hamiltou.  to  Visemmt  Palmer$*om— {Received  Jufy  36M.> 
(JBktradL}  Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  2Uh,  1837. 

I  POTTWiCRD  herewith  ta  your  Lordship  copies  of  my  note,  communicating  to 
tfte  Goverament  the  Report  of  slavers,  which  entered  the  Port  of  Rio  ^during  the 
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month  of  March  last,  and  their  respective  cargoes/  (transmitted  home  in  my 
Despatch  of  the  18th  ultimo)  and  of  the  answer  sent  by  M.  Limpo  de  Abreo. 

I  believe  the  late  Minister  to  have  been  perfectly  sincere,  in  bis  reprobation  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  and  to  have  used,  at  all  times,  his  best  endeavours  to  give  effect  to  the 
measures  long  since  concerted  for  its  abolition,  and  to  such  suggestions  as  it  has 
been  my  duty  frequently  to  press  on  the  Government,  for  the  ^rtherance  of  this 
humane  object. 

.  What  may  be  the  particular  opinions  of  Senhor  Montezuma,  Senhor  limpo  de 
Abreo's  successor  on  this  important  subject,  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  from  himself;  but  I  hear,  from  what  I  consider  creditable  authority, 
that  he  is  a  decided  abolitionist.  At  all  events,  your  Lordship  may  be  assured, 
that  the  most  sti'enuous  exertions  on  my  part  shall  not  be  wanting  to  obtain, 
through  his  ofEicial  interference,  the  execution  of  those  engagements  in  this  matter 
into  which  Brazil  has  entered  with  Great  Britain. 

It  was  the  actual  Minister  of  Finance,  Senhor  Branco,  who  signed,  on  the  part 
of  this  Government,  the  Additfonal  Articles  to  the  Convention  of  November,  1826, 
which  were  negotiated  by  Mr.  Fox  in  1835. 

The  list  of  slavers  which  entered  in  April  is  enclosed ;  and,  I  regret  to  add,  that, 
in  the  teeth  of  the  Portuguese  decree  of  December  last,  21  vessels  are  now  fitting 
out  in  this  harbour,  destined  for  the  African  Coast,  under  the  Flag  of  Her  Most 
Faithful  Majesty. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  76. 
(Confidential.) 

Mr,  Hamilton  to  Senhor  Jntomo  Paulino  Limpo  de  Abreo. 

Bio  de  J<meiro,  30th  Aprii,  1837. 
Monsieur  Le  Ministrb, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  a  report  of  vessels  employed  in  Slave 
Traffio,  which  entered  the  Port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  during^  the  month  of  March  last;  the  number  of  said 
vessels  bein^  16,  and  of  slaves  imported  therein  7895,  showing  a  very  considerable  augmentatioii  of 
this  illegal  and  detestable  commerce. 

With  respect  to  the  brig  '*  Ceres^^*  No.  6  on  the  list,  which  arrived  on  the  4th  of  March>  I  beg  leave 
to  press  on  your  Excellency's  observation  that  her  real  Commander,  and  the  individual  specially  charged 
with  the  expedition,  appears  to  have  been,  although  it  is  not  so  expressed  in  the  list,  the  tame  Senhor 
Francisco  Perez  de  Carvalho,  who  was  one  of  the  Brazilian  Officers  of  the  Imperial  Marine^  ootioed 
by  ine  on  a  former  occasion  as  being  engaged  in  the  trade  in  question,  and  who  was  then  stated  to  have 
sailed  from  Bahia  to  Mozambique  in  the  prosecution  of  it;  that  he  landed  with  the  slaves  composing 
the  cargo  of  the  "  Ceres  "  at  Campos,  the  vessel  having  been  brought  thence  to  this  Harbour  by  the 
Flag  Master,  but  that  the  name  of  Senhor  de  Carvalho,  whether  as  her  Commander,  or  as  a  passenger 
on  board  of  her,  is  nowhere  reported,  although  it  is  understood  that  his  having  so  landed,  is  well 
known  both  in  the  Marine  Arsenal  and  to  the  Marine  Department 

I  would  take  the  liberty  to  inquire  whether  the  Government  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  does  not 
consider  the  case  more  particularly  referred  to  here,  to  constitute  a  manifest  and  remaritablc  contra- 
vention of  the  Compacts  into  which  Brazil  has  entered  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  hav^  ^cCa 
(Signed)      '     HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 
His  Excellency  Senhor  Antonio  Paulino  Limpo  de  Abreo. 
§-c.  8^0.  8^c. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  76. 

(Translation.) 

3f  .  de  Abreo  to  Mr.  Hamilton. 
Monsieur  L'Envote,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Wth  May^  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  confidential  Letter  which  you  addressed 
to  me  on  the  30th  ultimo,  enclosing^  a  list  of  vessels  employed  in  the  Slave  Trade,  which  entered  the 
Port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  during  the  month  of  March,  together  with  the  number  of  Africans  on  board 
these  vessels.  You  informed  me  at  the  same  time  that  the  Commander  of  the  brig  ^*  Ceres,**  and  the 
person  specially  charged  with  the  negociation«  is  to  all  appearance  the  same  Francisco  Peres  de  Car- 
valho, who  is  one  of  the  three  officers  of  the  Brazilian  Navy  whom  you  denounced  to  me,  as  being 
engaged  in  the  trade  in  question;  and  you  conclude  with  the  inquiry,  if  the  Imperial  Government  does 
pot  consider  that  the  above-mentioned  fact  constitutes  a  clear  and  remarkable  breach  of  the  Conven- 
tions to  which  Brazil  is  bound,  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  regret  doubtless.  Monsieur  TEnvoy^,  the  recurrence  of  such  practices ;  but  I  am  bound  to  observe 
to  you  that  if  such  practices  do  recur,  it  is  by  no  meaus  because  the  Imperial  Government  has  not 
employed,  to  avoid  them,  all  the  means  which  it  has  in  its  power  according  to  the  law  of  the  conntiy; 
but  it  is  because  these  means  are  unfortunately  become  insufficient,  on  account  of  the  obsUieles  which 
the  popular  prejudices,  and  the  sordid  desire  of  obtaining  great  advantages  by  these  detestaUe  apecQr 
lations,  oppose  to  them.  It  is  unnecessary  to  recall  to  your  mind,  M.  le  Chevalier,  either  the  Law  of 
the  7th  of  November,  1831,  or  the  Order  of  April  12,  1832.  These  two  measures  bear  witnesa  to  thio^' 
co-operation  of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  bodies,  fo)r  the  annihilation  of  this  contraband  tracte,' 
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and  iKhoogh  tbey  have  not  produced  the  result  which  was  in  view,  we  must  expect  that  they  will 
ultimately  succeed.  The  Imperial  Government  had  also  no  doubt  of  completing;  the  Additional  Arti- 
cles signed  on  the  27th  of  July,  1835,  between  the  Brasilian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  the 
Envoy  Extraordinary  of  His  firitannic  Majesty.  Since  these  Articles  depend  on  the  approbation  of 
the  Chambers,  I  shall  not  lose  an  instant  in  demanding  it,  and  in  proposing  other  measures  which 
may  contribute  to  the  extinction  of  the  Slave  Trade.  It  follows  hence,  that  it  is  easy  to  conclude  thai 
the  Imperial  Government  has  been  faithful  to  its  promises,  and  that  it  has  done  and  will  do  every- 
thing in  its  power  to  fulfil  religiously  those  engagements,  in  order  that  the  offenders  may  be  punished, 
as  its  duty  obliges  it  to  do.  Lastly,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  sent  the  Instructions  and  neces- 
sary Orders  to  the  competent  AnUiorities,  to  take  measures  in  consequence  of  the  facts  of  which  you 
informed  me,  and  that  the  three  Oflicers  of  the  Brazilian  Navy  who  are  suspected  of  being  employed 
in  contraband,  should  have  the  leave  of  absence  which  had  been  granted  them  rescinded,  in  order  that 
their  conduct  may  with  greater  facility  be  examined,  and  that  they  may  be  hindered  from  embarking 
in  merchant  vessels. 

Receive,  &c. 
(Signed)  ANTONIO  PAULO  LIMPO  DABREO. 

HamUton  HamiiUm,  Esq. 
Sfc,        S^*        Sfc. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  76. 


ParHculars  respecting  sundry  Vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade^  under  the  Portuguese  Flag,  that 
have  arrived  at  this  Part  of  Rio  de  Janeiro^  in  ballast  or  otherwise^  during  the  month  of  Aprils 
1837,  after  landing  their  cargoes  of  slaves  on  the  Coast  of  Brazil. 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  May  1, 1887. 

No.  1.  Bark  "  Constanie^^  from  Loanda,  landed  694  slaves  at  Campos. 

No,  2.  Brig  "  Paquete  de  Loanda^**  from  Angola ;  has  made  two  voyages  since  she  left  this  port. 
On  the  first  voyagre  landed  427  slaves,  at  Pftramqua,  and  now  893  slaves  at  St.  Sebastiao. 

No.  3.  Brig  **  Duos  IrmaaSy^  from  Ang^ola,  landed  520  slaves  at  Campos. 

No.  4.  Brig  "  Asseiceira^*  from  Angoht:  landed  417  slaves  at  Marica. 

No.  5.  Bark  ^  Carolina^**  from  QuiUmane :  landed  976  slaves  at  the  Island  of  Parcos,  near  to 
Ubatuba. 

No.  6.  Patacho  *^  Lealdade"  from  Angola :  landed  821  slaves  at  Ponta  Negra^ 

No.  7.  Smack  ^ Zenolna'*  from  Benguela:  landed  319  slaves  at  Ponta  Negra.  When  this  vessel 
was  visited  by  the  Officers  of  the  Customs,  the  Master,  in  conversation,  told  them  that  he  had  shipped 
a  large  monkey,  which  for  safety  he  put  into  the  apartment  for  female  slaves ;  thus  admitting  his 
having  had  slaves  on  board,  but  the  Officers  were  not  authorised,  because  of  the  existing  Instructions 
from  the  Imperial  Government,  to  take  cognizance  of  the  fact 

No.  8.  Brig  **  Doze  de  Outubro^**  from  Benguela:  landed  518  slaves  nt  Paraty, 

No.  9.  Schooner  ^  Ligeira^*^  from  Benguela :  landed  411  slaves  at  Mangaratiba.  This  vessel,  on 
her  arrival,  was  reputed  as  having  touched  at  Mangaratiba;  yet  that  circumstance,  and  having  an 
extra  number  of  water-casks  on  board,  is  not  considered  to  be  sufficient  to  warrant  proceedings  against 
her  for  being  engaged  in  the  illicit  traffic. 

No.  10.  Bark  ^' ResducaOy^  from  Angola :  landed  710  slaves  at  Taipd,  almost  in  sight  of  the 
forts.  Has  made  two  voyages  since  she  left  this  port ;  and  on  the  fqrmer  voyage  landed  794  slaves 
at  St.  Sebastiao. 

No.  11.  Schooner  "  Triuntfante^"  from  Angola:  landed  322  slaves  in  canoes  off  this  harbour,  the 
grrealer  number  at  the  house  of  a  Major  named  Vasco,  who  has  a  chacara  at  the  Fort  St.  Joao,  for 
the  purpose ;  the  remainder  of  the  slaves  were  landed  at  the  Praza  of  Santa  Luzea. 

Total  number  of  slaves  imported  by  11  vessels,  as  above,  during  the  month  of  April  last,  5596. 


No.  77. 
Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Pahnerston — (Received  August  22nd.) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  June  24th  1837. 

Several  weeks  of  the  present  Session  of  the  Legislature  having  passed 
away,  without  the  adoption,  or  even  the  agitation,  of  any  measures,  in  fulfilment  of 
the  engagements  entered  into  at  different  times  by  Brazil  towards.  Great  Britain 
with  regard  to  the  Slave  Trade,  I  addressed  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  on 
the  5th  instant,  the  accompanying  note,  urging  his  immediate  and  most  serious 
attention  to  the  subject.  No  answer  has  been  returned  to  this  representation,  but 
I  have  received  from  Senhor  Montezuma  a  varbal  assurance  of  his  immediate 
compliance  with  my  wishes. 

My  exertions,  however,  on  this  subject  have  not  been  restricted  to  this. 

I  have  made  it  my  duty  to  represent  also,  personally,  to  the  Regent,  how  indis- 
pensable it  has  become,  to  redeem,  without  further  delay,  the  innumerable  pledges 
given  by  the  Imperial  Government 4  that  this  necessity  is  more  particularly  cogent, 
in  what  concerns  the  ratification  of  the  Additional  Articles  to  the  Slave  Tiade 
(Convention,  negotiated  by  Messrs  Fox  and  A.  Branco,  now  2  years  ago;  and 
that,  however  disposed  to  thwart  the  measures  of  the  present  Administration,  and, 
especially,  such  as  may  have  for  their  object  the  repression  of  Slave  Trade,  a 
large  division  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  may  be  presumed  to  be,  still  it  was 
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imperative  on  the  Government,  to  submit  this  queBtibn,  and  meettiiis  oppositkm, 
under  peril  of  incurring,  in  the  contrary  case,' the  imputation  of  bad  fdth. 

His  Excellency  assented,  and  promised,  that  the  Minister  of  Foreign  affiirs^ 
should  be  instructed  accordingly,  but,  he  added,  that,  thea^ewas  but  a  very  indif*- 
ferent  chance  of  obtaining  the  desired  co-operation  of  the  Chamber;  and  the  hands 
of  the  Executive  are  powerless  without  it — at  least  to  any  useful  purpose.  I  am. 
sorry  to  say  that  there  is  but  too  much  truth  ia  all  this ;  and  that  the  aifficulties  of^ 
the  question  are  augmenting,  day  after  day,  in  proportion  as  the  breach  widens^^ 
between  the  Executive  and  the  more  influential  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON- 

The  Right  Hmi.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.R* 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  77. 

Mr.  Hamilton  to  Senhor  Mcntezuma* 

*  Rvo  de  Janeiro^  June  5(4,  1887. 

The  yndflraigiied  has  the  honour  to  invHe  the  particular  atttntiou  of  Senhor  FrancigcQ  Je 
Acayaba  de  Montesuma  to  the  very  extensive  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  himself  and 
the  predecessors  of  His  Excellency  in  the  Foreign  Department  of  the  Government,  relatively  to  the 
traffic  in  slaves  between  the  coast  of  Africa  and  Brazil. 

In  the  series  of  notes  from  the  undersigned,. treating  of  this  disgraceful  cpmmeroe,  will  be  fpund  a 
mass  of  evidence,  showing  its  constant  progression  in  this  part  of  Uis  Imperial  M^esty's  dominions, 
the  perfect  impunity,  not  to  say  indulgence,  which  it  meets  with,  and  even  the  connivance  of  many  of 
the  imperial  authorities. 

These  communications  refer  particularly  to  the  long-suspended  ratification  by  Btaxil  of  the  addi- 
tional articles  to  the  Treaty  for  its  abolition,  which  were  nep^otiated  in  July,  1835,  by  Mr.  Pox  and 
Senhor  A.  Pranco ;.  to  the  expediency  of  a  new  law,  having  for  its  object  to  prevent  the  transfer  of 
Brazilian  vessels  to  Portuguese  subjects,  &c.  &c.,  and  to  other  important  measures  of  remission,  whidi 
in  the  judgment  of  the  British  Government  it  behoves  the  Brazilian  Government  to  adopt,  as  well  on 
the  ground  of  expediency  as  in  deference  to  engagements  solemnly  contracted  between  them. 

In  its  answers  to  the  representations  of  the  undersigned,  the  Imperial  Government  does  not  congest. 
In  any  one  instance,  either  the  inhumanity  or  the  impolicy  of  the  commerce,  nor  the  sacred  nature  and 
the  extent  of  its  obligations  to  effect  its  abolition ;  but  it  declares  without  hesitation  such  powers  as  it 
holds  at  present  to  be  inadequate  to  that  end  ;  and  that  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  work  effectually  in 
the  spirit  of  those  obligations,  other  and  more  extended  provisions  by  the  Legislature  are  found  to  be 
indispensable. 

That  it  would  use  its  most  strenuous  endeavours  to  obtain  from  the  Clf^mbers  the  more  extensive 
authority  here  indicated,  the  Imperial  Government  has  pledged  itself  repeatedly  to  the  predecessors 
of  the  undersigned  in  this  mission,  and  it  has  taken  again  and  again  the  same  engagements  in  its 
communications  to  the  United  States.  But  hitherto  these  pledges  have  not  been  redeemed,  and  a 
fourth-part  of  the  allotted  duration  of  the  present  Session  has  already  expired. 

The  Undersigned,  therefore,  cannot  longer  delay  again  to  solicit  mo3t  urgently  from  the  Minister ' 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  immediate  and  mature  consideration  of  these  important  matters,  and  of  the 
obligations,  contracted  or  implied,  to  which  they  have  given  ri^e. 

The  instructions  v^iich  the  Undersigned  has  received  from  his  Government,  for  his  guidance  on  this 
point,  are  most  peremptory ;  but  ii  is  agreeable  to  him  to  believe  that  the  enlightened  views  on  the 
subject,  which  are  attributed  to  His  Excellency,  are  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  his  solicitation  will  not 
be  made  in  vain;  and  that  the  zealous  co-operation  of  His  Excellency  will  not  be  wanting  to  produce 
a  satisfactory  result. 

A  memorandum  is  enclosed,  showing  the  dates  as  well  of  the  notes  addressed  to  the  Imperial 
Government  on  this  subject,  as  of  the  answers  returned;  but  to  the  one  transmitted  on  the 8th  of 
April,  no  answer  has  yet  been  given.  > 

The  Undersigned  takes  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  His  Excel* 
lency  Senhor  Francisco  Acayaba  de  Montezuma,'the  enclosed  report  of  ships  engaged  in  slave  commerce^ 
which  arrived  in  this  port  from  Africa,  in  the  month  of  April  last,  and  of  their  respective  cai]goes. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 

(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

To  His  Excellency  Senhor  Montezuma, 

Sub-Enclosure  in  No.  77. 

Dates  of  Notes  addressed  Jo  His  Britannic  Ma4esty^s  Minister  to  the  In^erial  Government,  relatively^ 

to  Slave  Trade.  .  ' 

1836. 

No.  2.^     .         .          .  •  June  2§. 

9.        .          .          .  »  Auguf^  2Si- 

12.        •         .          .  •  September  4^ 

SO.       •         •         •  .  December  4. 

1887. 
7.       .         .  .  .         January  7, 

11.        .  .         .         .         February  18. 

lo,«.*«  ),  4C*. 

18 March  18. 

20.        •         •          •          ..        April  8. 
23 „  SO. 
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to  the  Slave  Trade, 

1836. 

August  9. 
„      80. 
September  18. 

1S37. 
January  7. 
,,      30. 
March  6. 
„    22. 
May  11. 


No.  78. 

Mr.  Hamilton  io  P^iscaunt  PaJmerston. — {Received  August  22nd.) 

.My  Lobd,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Ju7ie  26th,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  an  ordinance^  just  promul- 

fated  by  the  Government  for  the  more  perfect  execution  of  the  La^  of  the  7th 
lovember,  1831,  in  what  respects  the  visiting  and  searching  of  vessels  arrived 
from  the  Coast  of  Africa. 

I  cannot  doubt,  that  the  intentions  with  which  this  Regulation  has  been  framed 
were  strictly  honest,  but  with  whatever  success  it  may  be  brought  into  execution 
ultimately,  it  has  failed,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  in  the  first  and  oiuy  trial  it  has  had. 
:fi0ine  modifioations  it  is  suscc^ptible  of;  and  the  Minister  assures  me,  they  shall  be 
introduced ;  but  the  internal  evidence  afibrded  by  the  vessel  thus  examined,  of  her 
Slaving  been  employed  in  tbe  contraband  traffic  of  slaves,  would  have  proved  quite 
sufficient  to  justify  her  seizure,  even  with  all  the  imperfections  of  the  Regulation 
heretofore  in  force,  had  there  not  existed  some  very  flagrant  collusion.  / 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

The.  Right  Hm.  Viscount  PaJmerston  G.C.B. 
^c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No,  78. 


Extract  from  the  **  Correio  Official,"  of}Ath  June,  1837. 
•(Translation.)  June  6th,  18S7 . 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  adopt  fresh  precautions  in  the  mode  of  visiting  and  searching 
vessels  which  arrive  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  so  that  the  orders  of  Government,  with  regard  to 
the  faithful  and  rigid  execution  of  the  law  of  the  7th  November,  1831,  may  not  be  eluded:  and 
whereas  the  chief  of  the  police  has  received  instructions,  that  immediately  on  the  arrival  in  this  port 
of  one  of  the  above-mentioned  vessels,  he  should  cause  it  to  be  detained  for  three  days,  and  should 
communicate  the  same  to  you.  The  Regent  decrees,  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  Don  Pedro  II., 
that,  immediately  on  receiving  such  communication,  you  will  intimate  officially  to  the  Portuguese 
Coiisul-General,  that,  on  the  second  day  of  the  detention,  and  at  the  hour  you  may  indicate,  he  do 
appear  on  board  the  vessel  which  may  have  arrived,  to  proceed  to  the  examinations  which,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  lately  published  in  his  country,  it  is  his  duty  io  institute  ;  and  that,  being  present 
'yourself  on  this  occasion,  Assisted  by  competent  individuals,  whose  attendance  must  be  required  from 
the  Inspector  of  the  Marine  Arsenal ;  and  having  previously  officially  instructed  the  guarda  mar  da 
alfandega  (chief  tide-waiter  of  the  custom-house)  to  be  likewise  present^  at  the  same  hour,  you  do 
then  and  there  proceed  to  the  necessary  examinations,  causing  to  be  drawn  up  a  report  of  the  result; 
the  same  to  be  signed  by  yourself  and  by  the  aforesaid  competent  individuals  and  the  guarda  mar. 

The  Government  hopes  thc^  you  will  scrupulously  direct  all  your  attention  to  detect  every  indication 
which  may  prove  the  transport  of  Africans  in  contravention  of  the  above  law,  in  order  to  put  an  end 
.  to  the  abuse  so  scandalously  ^persisted  in,  of  this  inhuman  traffic.  / 

God  preserve  you,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  G.  A.  DE  MONTEZUMA. 


No.  79. 
Jlfr.  Mamlton  to  p^iseount  Paimerston. — (Received  August  22nd.) 

My  Lord>  Rio  de  Janeiro,  July  Srd  1887. 

The  Marquis  of  Barbacena's  opinions  on  the  subject  of  Slave  Trade  have 
heeh  made  known  to  yonr  Lordsh^  in  part  by  a  Memorandum  which  he  presented 
at  the  Foreign  Office  when  in  England  in  the  early  part  of  last  year. 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  ideas  respecting  the  abolition,  he  submitted  to  the 
Senate  three  days  ago,  the  jiroject  of  a  law  Erected  to  that  object,  of  which,  and 
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of  the  speech  with  which  he  introduced  it,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  Copies  and 
translations. 

To  supply  the  deficiencies,  and  to  remedy  some  of  the  apparent  errors  of  the 
Law  of  November  7th,  1831,  is  tlie  declared  intention  of  the  Marquis;  but  how 
far  the  measures  of  which  he  recommends  the  adoption  are  adequate  to  this  end,  I 
leave  to  your  Lordship's  better  judgment  to  decide.  Unless  by  delaying  the 
departure  of  the  Packet,  which  I  am  loath  to  do,  I  should  not  have  time  to  enter 
fully  into  the  consideration  of  a  question  so  complicated,  I  have  time  only  for  a 
very  few  general  observations. 

There  are  faults  in  the  project,  which  will  assuredly  not  fail  to  suggest  them- 
selves to  your  l-<ordsliip.  The  most  obvious  perhaps  is  the  absence  of  any  distinct 
and  specified  provision  regarding  the  registration  of  ships,  and  more  particularly 
of  those  navigating  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  in  conformity  to  the  Portuguese 
Commercial  Code,  and  to  the  Portuguese  Decrees  of  17th  December  and  16th 
January  last ;  or  by  which  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  pronounced  to  be  piracy,  and  the 
punishment  of  it  as  such  duly  decreed  and  defined.  Another,  is  the  referring  of 
the  crimes  enumerated  in  the  project  to  the  regular  Law  Courts  of  the  empire, 
instead  of  to  the  Couiis  of  Mixed  Commission  for  cognizance  and  adjudication!. 

By  the  abrogation  of  the  Law  of  November,  1831,  the  pains  and  penalties 
awarded  therein  to  purchasers  of  slaves  after  the  passing  of  tnat  Law,  would  be 
annulled  altogether ;  but,  considering  the  long  period  which  has  elapsed  since  its 
promulgation,  how  considerable  is  the  number  of  slaves  illicitly  imported  subse- 
quently, and  how  many  of  the  most  influential  individuals  of  the  empire  have  been 
implicated  in  the  importation^  the  infliction  of  such  pains  and  penalties  would 
obviously  be  next  to  impossible.  Still,  however,  it  is  expedient,  that  the  prospective 
power  of  this  Law  should  be  preserved,  and  that  it  should  remain  in  full  force  and 
effect,  as  regards  any  negroes  imported  afler  the  promulgation  of  the  Law  now 
proposed. 

But,  however  objectionable  the  project  may  be,  and  it  is  so  in  very  many 
respects,  and  however  defective,  still  it  does  possess  one  redeeming  quality,  namely, 
the  insertion  among  its  provisions  of  the  additional'  articles— or,  at  least,  the 
substance  of  them,  negotiated  by  Mr.  Fox. 

The  Marquis  of  Barbacena  having  spoken  confidentially  to  me  on  the  subject 
some  four  or  five  days  before  he  submitted  his  proposition  to  the  Senate,  and 
having  indeed  read  to  me  the  heads  of  it,  I  took  occasion  to  suggest  verbally  some 
alterations  and  additions  ;  and  subsequently  I  sent  to  him  a  written  memorandum, 
in  which  they  were  more  carefully  developed.  Of  some  of  these  suggestions  he 
made  use  ;  he  might  with  advantage,  I  think,  have  adopted  many  others :  but  the 
outline  of  his  proposition  was  nearly  complete,  when  he  first  adverted  to  it ;  and  he 
was  anxious  to  lose  no  time  in  bringing  it  forward. 

Public  discussion  in  the  Legislature  on  a  topic  of  this  importance  cannot,  how- 
ever, but  have  its  attendant  advantages.  Amendments  may  be  presented,  while 
the  question  shall  be  before  the  Chambers ;  and  I  hope  it  may  be  possible  so  to 
frame  them,  that,  if  admitted,  they  will  have  the  effect  of  rendering  the  law  more 
perfect,  and,  therefore,  more  in  unison  with  the  wishes  and  the  recommendations  of 
His  Majesty's  Government. 

The  Marquis  of  Barbacena  seems  sanguine,  that  his  Bill  will  pass.  I  do  not 
partake  this  feeling ;  and,  indeed,  unless  greatly  amended,  I  almost  doubt  whether 
it  is  desirable  it  should  pass.  There  are,  I  know,  many  well-thinking,  clear- 
sighted individuals  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  who  are  sincere  advocates 
of  the  abolition ;  but  the  majority  there,  either  personally  or  through  their  con- 
stituents, have  whiit,  in  their  wilful  blindness  to  the  consequences,  they  allege  to 
be  a  vital  interest  in  the  continuance  of  tlie  traffic ;  and  the  latter  will,  I  greatly 
fear,  be  successful  in  their  endeavours  to  preserve  it. 

Brazil  is  essentially  an  agricultural  country ;  but  the  native  and  Creole  population 
is  altogether  insufficient  for  the  cultivativation  of  the  sojd ;  and  the  ^"eat  land- 
holders consider  th^t  this  deficiency  can  be  supplied  effectually,  only  by  having 
recourse  to  an  uBlimiled  introduction  of  labourers  irom  Africa. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 
(Signed)  HAMUuTON  HAMILTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  FUcaunt  Palmer^fUm,  G.CJB., 
^c.  £fc.  Sfc. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  79, 
(Tnmfektioii.) 

Speetk  ^tke  Marquis  ofBarbacena  m  the  Senaie of  Braxil^on  the  90th  June^  1837,  together  with  hs 
Project  of  Law  for  the  more  efficacious  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade, 

Extracted  fVom  the  **Jomal  do  Commerdo"  of  July  Ist,  18S7. 

Mr.Prb8idbnt, — ^An  experience  of  six  years  forces  us  to  acknowledges  lh|U  the  Law  of  the  7th  of 

November,  1881,  very  far  from  finally  putting  a  stoJ>  to  the  traflk  in  slaves,  as  the  Legislative  body  did 

.  at  that  time— nay,  as  it  does  still — so  ardently  desire,  appears,  on  the  contrary,  lo  have  been  a  powerful 

stimulus,  giving  energy,  dexterity,  and  success  to  that  class  of  traders  who  are  especially  occupied  in 

importing  slaves. 

Daring  the  two  first  yehrs  after  the  passing  of  the  Law,  the  importation  of  negroes  was  very  small, 
because  £e  means  of  illuding  the  examinations  made  in  the  Ports  of  Brazil  at  the  arrival  and  depar- 
ture of  vessels  had  not  been  discovered ;  there  had  not  been  established  the  various  deposits  for  the 
reception  of  slaves,  and  for  their  instruction  in  the  Portuguese  language ;  there  did  not  exist  any  or- 
ganked  body  of  brokers*  to  conduct  slaves  to  each  faze  nda,  and  tempt  the  cultivators  to  purchase. 
As  soon,  howevier,  as  all  this  machinery  was  prepared,  the  importation  began  to  increase,  and  to  such 
a  degree  that  it  may  be  safely  asserted,  without  fear  of  exaggeration,  that  during  the  la^t  three  years 
it  has  been  much  more  considerable  than  it  had  ever  before  been,  when  the  commerce  was  unfettered 
and  legal.  Should  the  Legislature  look  on  with  indifference  while  the  impulse  given  to  this  contra*- 
baod  trade  continues  with  the  increased  activity  which  it  has  acquired,  Brazil  will  very  soon  becoove,, 
not  the  imitator  and  rival  of  civilised  nations,  but  the  imitator  and  rival  of  the  Coast  of  Africa. 

One  evil,  Gentlemen,  is  almost  always  followed  by  many  others ;  thus  the  horrible  crime  of  which 
the  importers  of  slaves  are  guilty,  has  found  countenance  from  our  agriculturists,  who,  commencing 
with  the  purchase  of  slaves  they  supposed  to  be  some  time  in  the  country,  because  speaking  more  or 
less  of  Portuguese,  and  deriving  great  advantage  from  these  recruits,  on  account  of  the  high  and  con- 
stant price  of  our  produce,  and  chiefly  of  our  coffee,  did  not  hesitate  aflerwards  to  purchase  as  many  as 
presented  themselves,  whether  old  or  new,  seduced  by  the  irresistible  desire,  so  natural  to  every  one,  of 
preserving  and  improving  his  fortune.  But,  in  the  meantime,  what  might  not  be  the  fatal  result  of  this . 
infraction  of  the  Law  ?  The  General  Legislative  Assembly  which,  with  so  much  foresight,  knew  how 
16  frame  laws  to  put  down  the  traffic,  will  it  now  with  similar  foresight  legislate  beneficiently  for  the 
interests  of  the  agriculturists?  Far  be  it  from  me  to  make  an  eulogium  on  those  who  knowingly  in- 
fringe the  law ;  but  I  must  honestly  confess  that  there  never  was  any  infraction  of  law  which  per- 
sented  such  plausible  reasons  £ot  being  excused,  if  not  forgotten,  as  that  which  the  agriculturists  of 
Brazil  have  been  guilty  of.  They  say  with  sincerity  and  truth — "  There  being  no  free  labourers,  (as 
indeed  there  are  not)  to  substitute  for  the  slaves,  the  necessary  consequence  will  be  the  annual  diminu- 
tion, and  that  too  with  extraordinary  rapidity,  of  the  produce  of  our  states,  because  diseases,  old  age, 
and  death,  will  soon  annihilate  the  largest  army  which  does  not  receive  recruits.  It  is  a  hard  lot  to 
be  condemned  to  involuntary  poverty;  but,  since  Government  thus  determines,  let  it  take  the  neces- 
sary precautions  ihat  slaves  shall  not  be  disembarked  in  Brazil ;  and  let  this  satisfy  it.  But  to  pretend 
that  agrieuUurists  shall  not  buy  slaves  when  they  are  brought  to  their  very  door,  when  even  they  have 
no  means  of  ascertaining  wbe<iier  they  are  contraband  or  not,  is  to  exact  more  than  human  nature 
is  Citable  of." 

Who  will  be  found  to  deny  the  force  of  such  reasoning?  In  truth.  Gentlemen,  to  reject  the  present 
advantage  in  order  to  avoid  a  great  but  distant  evil.  Is  the  part  of  Statesmen,  of  the  Legislators  of  the 
Entpire  ;  but  mick  eonduct  is  far  above  the  comprehension  of  the  generality  of  men.  I  will  not  praise, 
I  repeat,  those  w1k>  infringe  the  law,  because  it  would  he  better  at  once  to  resort  to  the  right  of  petition, 
to  which  some  municipal  Chambers  have  lately  had  recourse ;  but,  I  will  unhesitatingly  maintain,  that 
if  everlhere  are  circumstances  in  which  both  reason  and  good  policy  counsel  the  oblivion  of  a  crime, 
never  were  they  more  imperious  than  in  respect  of  that  of  which  I  am  speaking.  They  are  not  turbu- 
lent or  vevolutionary  Brazilian  subjects  who,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  attempt  to  overthrow  the 
Government  and  the  Constitution,  and  to  whom,  in  some  instances,  an  amnesty  has  been  granted  i; 
they  are  peaceable  proprietors,  heads  of  respectable  families,  men  distinguished  for  industry  and  virtue,, 
who  promote  both  private  and  puUic  prosperity  by  their  labours,  and  who,  by  a  double  title,  merit  a 
complete  pardon  for  the  infraction  of  the  law  of  which  (hey  are  guilty. 

Afl  I  have  bad  the  honour'  of  sitting  in  this  assembly  since  the  first  day  of  its  [installation,  I  am 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  the  Senate,  and  I  will  not  therefore  do  it  the  injustice 
of  occupying  its  attention  any  longer  on  the  very  urgent  necessity  there  is  to  recast  the  above-men- 
tioned law  of  7th  November,  1831,  in  such  other  form  as  shall  confer  powers  more  ample  and  more 
efficacious  in  their  results,  powers  which,  rendering  difficnlt  and  almost  impossible  the  importation  of 
slaves,  shall  not  prejudice  the  interests  of  the  agriculturists. 

They  deserve  the  ^^reatest  Security  for  the  constant,  alwolute,  and  perfect  enjoyment  of  their  property, 
xmd  the  Senate,  alike  from  duty,  honour,  and  inclination,  will  always  be  occupied  in  promoting  and 
leiisuring  this  security  to  the  greatest  possible  extent. 

Induced  by  the  reasons  i  have  mentioned,  and  by  many  others  which  will  not  escape  your  penctra- 
^n  and  togadty,  I  have  dnuvn  up  a  prefect  of  law  which  I  now  humbly  offer  for  your  oonsiderution, 
1  .confide  not  in  my  own  talents,  but  in  the  good  cause  which  I  advocate. 

'  Profeet  of  Laiw. 
TIm  General  Legislattire  Assembly  decrees. 

^^  h/P^  *!P.??'.*»*'^"  ^^  ^'•^  *"<*  «^  ^««  ^^^^  i«  prohibited  in  the  territory  of  Brazil. 

Art  2.  This  prohibition  sbaM^not  extend,  Seel  T^  slnves  emplojfedf  on  board  veraels  belonirinir  to 
any  nation  whatever,  when  the  identity  of  the  individuals  shall  have  been  verified  by  the  exliibition  of 
the  passport,  the  list  of  the  crew  (Matricula),  and  oUier  mpers  appertaining  to  each  vessel 

Sec.  2.^6tovei  who  pass  from  on^  iJrovince  of  theempire  to  another,  having  run  away,  or  cone  with 
their  master  8  consent,  provided  that  such^^cumstaaoes  ftfe  proved  by  the  aitestaUons  of  the  Police  or 
local  authorities*  - 

An.  8.  Braziltea  ns»e)n  met  with  in  any  port,  or  foreign  vessels  met  with  in  the  ports,  bays,  or 

•    •  Ooiiecteies.  .       ^.  Matripnladoi. 
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rc^dsteads  of  Brazil,  having  on  board  slaves  or  fr^  blacks  not- excepted  in  Art  2,  shall  be  arrested  and 
considered  as  importers  of  slaves.  Tiiose  vessels  in  which  are  found  articles  indicative  jo?  their  bei^g^ 
destined  for  the  slave  trade,  independent  of  all  other  proofs^  shall  likewise  be  detained,  and  considered 
as  having  already  imported,  or  as  having  attempted  to  import,  slaves  into  Brazil. 

Art  4.  The  articles  to  be  considered  as  indicative  of  a  vessel's  being  intended  for- the  Slave  Trade 
are  the  following : — 

(In  all  nine  articles  similar  to  those  referred  to  in  the  Portuguese  Decree  of  10th  December,  1B36.) 

Art  5.  Are  to  be  considered  vls  principals*  in.the  crime  of  importation,  the  Captain  or  Master,  ai|d 
the  Pilot  or  Mate  of  the  vessel,  the  Supercargo  in  the  enterprise,  those  persons  who  assist  at  the  dis- 
embarkation of  slaves  or  of  free  blacks  on  the  Brazilian  territory,  or  aid  in  any  thing  towards  con- 
cealing them  at  sea,  or  in  secreting  them  by  anyi>ther  means  from  tlie  knowledge  of,  or  from  appre- 
hension by,  the  public  authorities. 

Art.  6.  The  principals  in  this  crime  shall  suffer  the  penalty  of  from  three  to  nine  rears  of  trans- 
portation to  the  island  of  S.  Fernando  ;  and  shall  moreover  be  condemned  and  compelled  severally  to 
pay,  in  solidumt  the  expenses  of  the  re-exportation  of  the  slaves  or  free  blacks  to  the  ports  whence 
they  came,  these  expenses  being  deteimined  by  arbiters. 

Senate  House,  SOth  Jttne,  1887. 

Art.  7.  Vessels  which  have  already  imported,  or  which  are  destined  to  import,  slaves,  shall  be 
confiscated  with  all  their  equipments  and  cargo  fonnd  on  board.  All  the  boats  employed  in  the  dis- 
embarkation, the  concealment,  or  the  removal  of  slaves  or  free  blacks,  which  are^seized  on  this  service, 
shall  likewife  be  confiscated. 

Art  8.  The  proceeds  of  the  cargo,  vessels,  and  boats  which  are  seized,  shall  be  applied  to  the 
benefit  of  the  captors,  with  the  deduction  of  a  fourth  part  for  the  informers,  ahould  there  be  any,  as 
also  fur  the  e:spen8es  the  seizure  might  occasion.  The  vessels  and  boats,  immediately  after  beifig 
condemned,  shall  be  broken  up,  and  sold  in  separate  lots. 

Art.  9.  All  the  slaves,  or  free  blacks,  which  may  be  seized,  whether  it  be  on  the  high  seas,  or  on 
the  coast,  before  being  disembarked,  shall  be  re  .exported  at  the  expense  of  Government,  to  the  port 
whence  they  came,  or  to  any  other  port  of  Africa  which  may  appear  more  convenient  to  Govemment; 
and  until  such  time  as  they  shall  be  re-exported,  they  shall  be  employed  in  labour,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Government,  as  is  now  practised. 

Art.  10.  No  passports  shall  be  given  to  merchant  vessels  for  any  port  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  tmless 
the  Owner;  Captain,  or  Master,  shall  have  first  signed  a  bond,  not  to  reeeive  on  board  any  slave 
whatever,  the  owner  giving  security  for  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  its  caigo,  which 
security  shall  be  redeemable  if,  within  18  months,  there  have  been  no  seizure  of  the  vessel  for  which 
security  had  been  given,  nor  any  information  kxlged  against  her. 

Art.  11.  National  or  foreign  vessels  which  may  be  despatched  in  the  ports  of  Brazil  for  the  ports  of 
Africa,  as  also  those  of  which  suspicions  are  entertained,  or  against  which  information  has  been 
lodged,  that  they  are  unprovided  with  a  clearance  for  such  destination,  shall  be  visited  the  day  after 
their  departure  by  one  of  their  chief  officers  of  the  Custom-house,  who  not  finding  on  board  any- 
thing to  excite  suspicion  of  t£eir  being  intended  for  the  Slave  Trade,  shall  allow  them  to  depart 
freely.   ^ 

If,  however,  any  articles  indicative  of  the  vessel's  destination  to  the  Slave  Trade,  be  found,  such 
artkles  shall  be  seized  as  contraband,  and  the  Owners,  Captain,  or  Master,  Mate,  and  Shippers,  shall 
incur  the  penalties  of  smuggling. 

Art.  12.  Afler  the  search  nothing  can  be  received  on  board  the  ship. 

Art.  13.  The  Inferior  Judges  f  shall  be  obliged  ex  officio,  to  give  senteAce  in  the  fh^  instance, 
power  of  appeal  to  the  Superior  X  Court  being  granted  for  all  crimes  mentioned  in  the  present  law. 

Art.  14.  No  action  can  be  brought  against  those  individualswho  have  bought  daves,  after  their 
disembarkation ;  and  the  law  of  7th  November,  1831,  and  all  others  contrary  to  Ihe  present  are 
repealed. 


No.  SO. 

HamUton  Hamilton  Esq.  to  Viscount  Palmer ston. — {Received  August  22.) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  3rd  July,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  Reports  of  the  Slave  Trade  entries 
in  this  harbour  and  its  vicinity  dirring  the  months  of  May  and  June. 

The  number  of  slaves  imported  appears  considerably  less  according  to  these 
returns,  especially  in  that  of  tlune  ;  but  we  must  not,  I  fear,  deduce  therefrom  any 
general  diminution  of  the  trade. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  new  decree,  transmitted  home  in  my  Despatch  of  tibe 
26th  ultimo,  the  Govemment  has  considered  itself  justified  in  detaining  for  trial  the 
Brig  *'  Esperan^a,'^  reported  in  the  June  Tetum ;  but  I  believe,  it  is  the  civil  tribunals 
of  the  country,  and  not  the  Mixed  Court,  which  will  have  cogn^anee  of  the  case. 

Ihave,  &c. 
(Signed)  .     HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstonj  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


^Autores.  t  Juizes  de  direoto.  ^R^a^ao. 
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First  Enclosure  in  No-  80. 

Tariiculari  respecting  sundry  vessels  engdged  in  the  Slaioe  Trade ,  under  the  Portuguese  FlajyihcU 
that  have  arrived  at  ilUs  Port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro^  in  ballast  or  otherwise ^  during  the  month  of  May  ^ 
18S7,  after  lanckng  their  cargoes  of  slaves  on  the  Coast  of  Brazil. 

fiio  de  Janeiro^  June  1, 1837, 

No.  1.  Brig-schooner  "  Esperanfa^^  from  Angola  i  landed  304  slaves  at  Mariea. 

No.  2.  Brig,  **  Dous  *Amigos**  from  Angola,  landed  459  slaves  at  MachaSr  She  irns  tnatler'two  voy- 
ages 6{ne«  she  left  this  port :  on  the  first  voyage  she  landed  590  slaves  at  Campos. 

No.  3.  Brig, "  General  Cabreira,"  from  Angola :  she  was  several  days  off  this  harbour  :  and  dis^ 
chargsi  into  canoes  337  slaves^  which  were  landed  at  the  house  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Vasco,  near 
to  Fort  St.  Jaao,  inside  the  harbour. 

No.  4.  Schooner,  "  Feliddade,*^  from  Angola,  landed  840  slaves,  near  to  Taipu. 

No,  5.  Brig,  *'  ChUmrio,"  from  Angola,  landed  337  slaves  at  the  island  of  St.  Sebastteo, 

No.  6.  Brig, /own 4/^ecami,"  from  Angola;  landed  312  slaves  atPonta  Negra. 

No.  7.  **  Fenus"  from  Mozambique :  she  has  made  ,two  voyages.  On  the  first  she  landed  720 
slaves  at  Campos,  and  now  664  slaves  at  Maeha^I 

Total  mimber  of  slaves  imported  by  seven  vessels'as  abov«,  during  the  month  ofMiiy  last, — 2753* 

Second  E!nclos\ire  in-  No.  80. 

Particulars  respecting  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  Sla^e  Trade,^  under  the  Portuguese  Flag^  that  haive 
arrived  at  this  Port  ^  Rio  de  Janeiro^  in  Ballast  or  otherwise,  during  tJie  month  ofjune^  1837, 
after  landing  their  Cargoes  of  Slaves  on  the  Coast  of  Brazil, 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  July  1 ,  1887. 

No.  1.  Brig,  '*  Ejcperienda,'' from  Benguela:  landed  487  slaves  at  Campos. 

No.  2.  Brig,  **  St,  Damingos  Eveas^*  from  Angola :  she  has  made  two  voyages  without  returning  to 
Ibis  port.  On  thefirst  she  landed  419  slaves  at  St.  Sebastiao  and  on  the'present  473  slaves  at  Pouta 
Ne^rra. 

Total  number  of  slaves  imported  in  two  vessels,  as  above,  during  the  month  of  June  last,  was 
960. 


No.  81. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Hamilton  Hamilton,  Esq. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  Qth  September y  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatches,  marked  Slave  Ti-ade,  of  tl>e  3rd  July 
last,  inclusive. 

With  reference  to  your  Despatch  of  the  24th  June,  I  have  to  inform  you, 
that  I  approve  of  the  note  which  you  addressed  to  M.  de  Montezuma  on  the 
4th  of  that  month,  urging  him  to  obtain  the  ratification  of  the  additional  Articles 
to  the  Convention  on  Slave  Trade,  which  were  signed  in  July,  1836. 

The  representations,  hitherto  made  by  yourself  and  your  predecessor  upon  this 
subject,  have  always  been  met  by^  assurances  on  the  part  of  the  Brazilian  Minister, 
that  the  Government  is  willing,  and  even  desirous,  to  procure  the  sanction  of  the 
Chambers  to  the  ratification  of  the  Articles  in  question;  but  two  Sessions  have  now 
elapsed,  since  they  were  signed ;  and  in  spite  of  these  assurances,  the  question  has 
never  been  brought  forward  by  the  Government,  till  the  season  was  so  far  advanced^ 
as  to  leave  no  cmmce  of  its  being  discussed  and  decided,  upon  before  the  rising  of 
the  Chambers.  . 

I  am  not  without  hopes,  that  your  note  to  M.  de  Montezuma  abovementioned, 
and  the  representations,  which  you  have  privately  made  to  the  Regent,  may^have 
prevented  a  repetition  of  this  dilatory  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  present  Session  ; 
but,  should  this  ly^t  be  the  case,  I  liave  to  instruct  you  to  address  a  formal  remon^ 
strance  upon  the  subject  to  the  Brazilian  Government,  calling  upon  it  to  submit 
the  Articles  to  the  Chambers  without  further  delay ;  and  pointing  out  the  discredit ; 
which  win  unavoidably  attach  to  the  Brazilian  Cabinet,  should  it  persist  in  a 
course,  which  would  wear  the  appearance  of  a  settled  purpose  to  evade  the  fulfil- 
ment of  engagements  entered  into  between  the  two  countries. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Hamilton  Hamilton,  Esq., 
8fc.        8fc.        8fc. 
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,  .  .      ^    .  .No- 82.  ...     •; 
Mr.  Hamilton  HamiHon  to  Viscount  PahnerHon — (Recefived  Oct^er  6«ft.)      ' 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  August  15«*  1837.    ^ 

i  HavE  tlie  honour  i6  fonvard  to  your  Lordsliip  the  answer,  returned  by  the 

Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  to  commumcations  of  nnine  ojx  the  subject  of  ^lave 

Trading,  whiohi ufasTfiet^i  bonie  in  my  despatch  of  the  24tli  of  June  1«^*  .^ 

The  contents  of  the  note  are  a  little  too  ^eneratl  to  be  very  satisfactory ;  Btill  it  beacsf 
testimony  Motive  honest  intentions,  by  which,  I  really  think,  the  Minister  is  animated; 
and  this,  in  the  absence  of  matter  more  tangible  and  precise,  is  something* 

All  the  representations,  verbal  and  written,  which  I  have  addressed  to  the 
Government,  on  the  interminable  delays  experienced  in  the  ratification  of  the 
A*aitl(5iat'A'Krderf6TTti6  -Stippfi^s^oii  of-the  "Trtiffic,  whi«5h  wens  ne^atetf-by 
my  predecessor,  have  failed  of  effect,  altlionigh  Senhor  de  Montezuma  gives  me 
every  assurance,  that  the  question  will  be  brought  forward  the  present  Session.  But 
Treaties  of  aoy'descriptito  with  JBuropeJan  powers,  have  to  combat  at  pmeait  Jblipst 
of  preiudices;  all  are  regarded  Avith  suspicion,  as  designed  only  to  overreach;  ^s^ 
that  simple  as  are  the  objects  aimed  at  in  the  Additional  Articles  before-menfioned,' 
1  caMot,  ift  the  face  of  such  feelings,  but  hold  to  tiie  belief  I  have  before  expressed^ 
thiat  these  "art icles  y\^\\  n6t  obtain  the*  approval  of  the  Legislature.  •  '   /     ^ 

The/)f^lf  brought  forwardin  the  Senate  by  the  Marquis  of  Barbacena,fdrriepealin^ 
tb^  Law  of  November,  7th  1881,  arid  substituting  another,  regielrdinff  ^hfch  pH^t 
I  addressed  yo^nr  Lordship  in  liiy  despatch  of  the  8rd  tiltimo,  iifiis  pist  now,  after 
undergoing  considerable  modifications — I  should  nbt  be  justified^  I  fear,  in  stylipg' 
tJiem  ififiproVethents— passed  to  the  Lower  Chamber.    As  it  is  prol^ible,  however, 
that  other  alterations  will  be  worked  in  it  thereof,  indeed,' it  do  hot  fell  idtogeth*r,- 
dr  be  deferred  fbr  consideration  till' the  next  Session.— I  shall  not,  on  this^ occasibn/ 
trespass  oil  your  Lordship's  leisure  with  a  sketch  of  these  modifications.   I  will  bb^f 
serve  merely,  that,  althouj^h  comprehending  some*  good  provisioiis,  the  JFVqf/J?f  appears^ 
to  be  radically  viciotfe  and  defective,  and  that  affbrdfng,  as  it  will  most  assuretlly  |o, 
additional  and  greater' fecifities  and  securities  to  th'e  slave-markets  within  th^  em- 
pii^e,  it  must  have  the  deplorable  effect  of  offering,  notwithstanding  that  the  triatirf^* 
p6rtof  slaves  by  sea  be  rendered  in  a  degree  mbre  difficult,  an  auguiehfed  premhitti 
for  the  introduction  of  these  unhappy  beings.  m 

Thife  commerce  is  so  deeply  rooted  in  tlie  Country  by  the  influence  of  iWJitidu^p^ 
interests,"  arid  by  habit,  that  I  feai*  wemay  not  look  for  any  effectual  remedy,  eithfer 
at  the  present  moment  or  hereafter,  from  wifhin.  From  aibroad  alone  is  it  that'flie'^ 
4:ui-e  can. come,  and  there  even  only  from  England.  She  must  sweep  the  seas  on 
the  coasts  bbih  oif*  Africa  anid  of  Brazil ;  and  employing  some  half  do^en  oi  arm^ 
schooners,  of  small  draught  of  water,  for  that  purpose,  here,  and  ihfllttinff  suminiS^ 
punishment  on  some  few  masters  of  slavers,  as  guilty  of  piracy,  her  nenevolent 
enterprise  will  be  successful^  .Without  some  strong  and  sweeping  measures  of  this 
kind,  our  success  must  prove  uncertain  and  remote. 

"..'■/         T  'have  &^. 
(Signed)              '  HAMILTON  HAMILTON.  ^ 
The  Right  Hw.Fiseou9itPafmerstoniG.€.B.  '         r 

%c.  4c^ Sfc.       

Enclosure  iu  No.  §2^  !..    .,  ,      ,,;.,; 

The  Un<}ef8ign«cl  &c.  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  rtoerpt  of  the  two  notes,  dated  the  4lii' of ' 
Jnoeand  18th  <i'Jii]y,  of  the  present  y«ar,  addressed  to  h(m  by  Mr.  Hamilton  Haaniltoa^  &c«  &^  Aa. ' 
in  which  he'tr&ndmits  lists  of  the  v^s^ek  which  have  disembarked  Afrieans  on  theeoa^of  tbe  Poovfaoev 
ofllio  de  Janeht),  and  in  other  parts  of  Brazils,  and  calls  tlie  atteaiian  oi  Uie  naderdgped  iiaihei  i 
correspondence  which  has  passed  between  this  office  and  the  Brrtiuh  Legutioo,«n  theiniMiaiaa  ^affic  m : 
slaves,  with  the  hope  that  the  Imperial  Oovernment  will  employ  till  Its  iufiuence  wHklhe  Legkiatitcij 
Chambers,  in  order  that  they  should  pass  during  this  Session  their  approval  of  the  additionu  aatide* 
which  was  agreed  to  in  July  18^5,  by  Sehhor  Manuel  Alvas  Baiico,  and  Mr.  H.  Fox,  and  tliat  they 
should  promulgate  a  law  calculated  to  prevent  the  sale  of  Brazilian  vessels  to  Portnguese  subjects.       ^ « 

The  Undersigned  was  gratified  to  observe  that  Mr.  Hamilton  does  him  the  justice,  which  ie  his 
due,  in  feeling  assured  that  the  Undersigned  wiU^  ^^mt  his.  party  employ  every  means  to  repress  the 
detestahle  traffic  in  Africans,  and  indeed  he  has  already  taken  vigorous  measures  for  the  regulation 
of  the  visits  to  be  made  to  vessels  entering  this  port  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  from  which  very 
advantageous  results  have  followed. 

On  reading  the  correspondence  to  which  Mr.  Hamilton  alludes,  the  Undersigned  has  had  great 
satisfaction  in  perceiving  that  his  predecessors  have  used  their  best  endeavours  in  order  to  supress  tbe 
horrid  traffic  in  human  flesh,  both  by  issuing  the  most  positive  instructions  to  the  Presidents  «f  the 
provinces  of  frazil,  and  also  by  directing  jier  Charg^  d'Affaires  at  Lisbon  to  represent  to  the 
rortuguese  Government  how  expedient  it  was  to  adopt  measures,  having  for  their  object  the  prev(^<-> 
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tioB  oi  the  scaiulakms  abuse  of  ike  Portug^eee  flag,  hj  its  subjects  making  use  of  it  in  a  traflSe  so 
*^  lepagnaiil  to  the  laws  of  bumasity.    Tbese  repieseutations  have  not  bean  fruitless ;  since  the  Poi^ 

tiigoese  Government  has  published  a  repressive  law  to  this  effect,  which  cannot  fail  to  have  the  most 
*'  salntarf  resalt. 

'-:  -  Besidoi  this,  the  Brazilian  Government  has  not  omitted  to  inculcate  on  the  Lmslative  Chambers 

:  ^ ;  the  necessity  of  legislative  provisions  for  the  complete  suppression  of  the  contraband  trade  in  Africans, 

as  appears  from  the  difierent  relations  presented  by  the  predecessors  of  the  Undersigned,  and  par- 
tlcolarly  from  that  of  tlie  present  year,  in  which  will  be  found  referred  to  every  point  insisted  on  now 
^'*  by  Mr.  Hamilton  in  his  note  of  the  6th  of  June. 

.^  The  Undersigned,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

(Signed)  FRANCISCO  J£.  ACAYABA  DE  MONTEZUMA* 

I  To  HamUlm  Hamilton^  Esq. 

^rc*        qrc*        o^ 


NaSa 
^  Ham^M  HamiUm,  E^q.,  to  Vucount  PahierMten.'^iReceivtd  October  6th.) 

^  My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  August  I5th,  1837. 

r^  On  the*  24th  July  the  Imperial  Goyemment  .addressed  to  me  a  notification, 

that,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  a  Law  passed  in  October,  last  year,  a  duty 
-•  of  15  per  cent,  would  in  future  be  levied  on  all  British  merchandise,  suitable  for  the 

African  market,  which  mieht  arrive  in  transitu  in  any  of  t)ie  ports  of  Brazil,  by- 
*.  whatever  circumstances  tnat  arrival  might  be  occasioned;  the  said  duty  being 

intended  to  operate  as  a  restraint  to  any  indirect  protection  of  the  traffic  in  slaves. 
«  This  Act  of  the  ExecutiYC  appearing  to  me  to  be  directly  opposed  to  the  spirit,  if 

not  to  the  letter  of  the  Conventions  between  the  two  countries,  and  to  the  usages 
.,  which  have  grown  out  of  those  Conventions,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  protest 

4,  Jjann^y  against  the  duty,  notwithstanding  that  the  discouragement  of  Slave-Tj:ading 

''^.  "^the  overt  motive  of  its  application. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  this  correspondence. 

,    The  pernicious  effects,  on  British  commercial  interests,  of  this  duty,  should  its 
'^j  exaction  be  persisted  in,  mutt  be  felt  very  extensively,  while  its  assumed  utility  in 

^.|  discountenancing  the  contrabrand  commerce  which  it  is  ostensibly  directed  against,, 

would  be  found,  I  conceive,  very  illusory.   The  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Finance, 
^^  4kd  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  &c.,  referred  to  in  Enclosure 

'^  No.  2,  were  trMismitted  to  the  Foreign  Office  in  a  Dispatch  from  Her  Majesty *8 

ji  Commissioners  in  thb  capital,  dated  September  30th,  183&. 

T  n&V6   sTC 

(Signed)  'HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


*^\ 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  83. 
(TraBBlftiioa.) 

Senhor  Francisco  Je.  Acayaba  de  Montezuma  to  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  July  2Alhy  1887. 

It  being  determined  by  Art  10,  Sect.  1,  of  the  Law  of  the  22iid  October,  1836,  that  the 
duties  on  re-eiportation  and  transhipment  of  goods,  destined  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  should  be  raised 
to  16  per  cent,  over  and  above  the  1^  per  cent,  for  fees  (jexpediente),  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Under- 
signed, &c.,  Ac.,&c.,  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton,  &c.,  &c,&c.,  that  henceforward 
Engiisli  goods,  of  the  description  usually  required  for  the  consumption  <^  the  coast  of  Africa,  w»ll  be 
adnilted  m  firamtUu  (trazidas  por  escala),  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the- Empire,  whatsoever  may  be  the 
plea  on  which  the  vei^sel  may  touch  there,  vrithout  payment  of  the  dues  referred  to,  in  order  to  avoid 
,  the  indirect  protection  which  otherwise  would  result  therelrom,  in  favour  of  the  horrid  traffic  in 
human  flesh* 

(Signed)  FRANCISCO  JE-  ACAYABA  DE  MONTEZUMA. 

To  Hamilton  Hamilton,  Esq. 
4^.        S^.        §v. 


Second  Enclosure  No.  83. 
Hamilton  Hamilton,  Esq.,  to  Senhor  Francisco  Je  Acayaba  de  Montezuma. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  Au^i  4M,  1837. 

The  Undersigned,  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
has  had  the  honour  to  receive  the  note  of  the  Minister  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  dated 
94th  ultimo,  by  which  His  Excelleucy  notifies  that,  in  conformity  with  the  Law  of  October  22nd,  1836, 
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Art.  10,  §  1,  no  English  goods  of  the  descrlptidii  usaaMf  nqnixiedfer  the  African  OMifcttwili  i 
ward  be  admitted  in  trantitu  in  any  of  the  portsof  the  empire  of  the  BvazHa,  whatoqeretiBay  betiie]^ 
on  which  the  v«isel  may  touch  there,  without  oayment  of  15  per  oent^  as  duty  oh  re-cxpoitation  «id 
transhipment,  over  and  above  the- duty  of  Ij^  per  cent,  for  exvediente ;  the  said  regslalioK  heing 
liAend^  to  cftwiate  the  indirect  protection  which  othierwifte  nugfat  renitti»refmn  to  tiM  horrible 
tnffic  IB  human  flera. 

To  the  important  questtoas  invohed  in  this  deeisioo  of  tiie  Imperial  CbventnMttt,  tiie  UmfcnigMl 
has  given  mature  consideratjon ;  and  he  has  tlie  henoor  to  tranamii  ta  Scnhor  fVaaeisoo  #e  AcafiAa 
de  Montezuma  the  answer  which  that  consideration  has  suggeatad. 

The  accuracy  of  Che  interpretation  givea  by  the  Imperii^  Qovemmeot  to  the  first  paragraph  of  die 
tenth  attide  of  the  Law  of  October  23iid,  ISM,  appean  to  the  Undefined  auseeptiUe  of  gnai 
doubt. 

Into  any  examination,  howeTer»  of  this  point  he  refrains  from  entering  here,  as  weH  as  of-ilie  very 
remarkable  contradiction  which  the  case  presents  relatively  to  the  ideas  recently  ent^tuiied  by  the ' 
€loieinment  on  this aobject, <m  tbay-are  aakibited in  alaiisr  addvesaad  by  thr  Ifiaintrr  nf rtnnnrn  to 
Uie  Chambers  of  Deputies,  on  the  15th  July,  1886,  and  in  the  opinions  of  the  law  officer  of  the 
Crown,  the  Comptroller  and  the  Inspector  General  of  the  Treasury,  as  given  on  the  7th  Decembei^ 
1885,  and  the  28rd  January,  1886.  He  confines  himself  to  stating  his  persuasioo  that  by  no  re- 
lenenoe  to  the  said  law  can  the  legality  of  |he  impait  of  15  per  oent.,  uotifiad  by  flis  Szcdkncy  in 
his  note  of  July  24th,  be  either  supported  or  justified. 

ne  impoettion  of  such  a  duty  calls  for  appeal  and  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  the  VnAtmiffUlif 
for  reasons  widely  different  and  much  more  important.  It  calls  for  them,  as  being  a  measure  lughty 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  British  commerce  in  general ;  as  being  tantamount  to  a  duty  of  consump- 
tion on  goods  not  introdueed  into  the  country,  not  even  disembarked  there,  Int  wfakfli  as^  anier  ill 
harbouna  6impiy<aiid  aol^y  in  tronsiiu  ;  as  being  a  bar  to  the  entry  of  British  vessels  ioto  Bmaalian 
ports,  whether  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  stipplies^  or  j^pairs,.Qr  commercial  information,  on 
the  same  terms  of  amicable  reception  and  of  exemption  from  duties  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  vessels  of 
Brazil,  when  entering,  for  similar  objects,  the  harbours  of  Grreat  Britain ;  as  being,  in  a  word,  oppeaed 
to  tiie  spirit  of  the  compacts  sobdating  beUaeen  the  two  cauntnea ;  and  lo'that  redproeity  and  pedeet 
fir^edom  of  commerce  aod  navigalioo  whieb  ave  stipulated  for  therein. 

For  the  reasons  here  alleged,  and  for  others,  the  Underigned  considers  it  to  be  his  datj  to  jirotest, 
as  he  does  here  protest,  against  the  imposition  of  the  duties  in  question. 

The  anxious  desire  of  Great  Britain  to  facilitate  both  for  herself  and  her  allies,  the  adoption  #f  atety 
QMans  which  may  seem  to  be  calculated  to  put  an  end  to  the  contraband  6ommeite  in  alavea,  requires 
no  present  illustration.  The  unwearied  labour,  the  zeal,  the  sSnoerity  with  which  she  has  so  long  atrivitt 
in  this  arduous  field*  are  universally  known  and  acknowledged ;  but  her  government  can  never  admit 
that  a  wish  on  the  part  of  the  Imperial  Government  to  obviate  any  indirect  protection  of  tUs  traffic,  is  a 
valid  or  adequate  motive  for  imposing  a  duty  of  the  description  announced  by  His  Excelleoey  on  Biitlah 
merchandise,  not  consigned  or  destined  to  a  Brazilian  market.  If  the  Impend  Govemmeitt  be  ra^ 
animated  by  a  desire  to  suppress  this  disgraceful  and  most  unnatural  commerce,  it  has  constantly  under 
its  view  a  very  wide  field  for  its  philanthropic  exertions,  where  day  by  day  the  evil  is  taking  deepernMi, 
and  where  its  intervention,  if  sincerely  employed,  cannot  fail  to  be  followed  by  the  most  advanta^eai* 
and  salutary  results,  but  by  any  such  measure  as  the  one  which  has  here  been  discussed,  were  its  fHPpida- 
ti^n  either  legitimate  or  admissible,  the  undersigned  is  firmly  of  opinion,  that  no  adiance  whatever  ia  Ihe 
way  of  prevention  or  of  disi^uragement,  would  be  effi^ted. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

Hi$  Excellency  Senhmr  Fnmdaeo  Je  Aeayaba  de  MmUeMuma. 
^•c.  ^c.  4'C- 


No.  84. 

Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston.— ^Received  October  6.) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro y  15t&  August,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  Copies  of  several  Communi- 
cations received  from  Her  Msjesty's  Consukat  Maranham  and  Pernambuco,  relative 
to  the  Slave  Trade,  together  with  a  Return  of  the  vefisek  which  arrived  frcHn  the 
Coast  of  Africa  in  this  harbour  in  the  month  of  July,  and  of  the  cargoes  wMcb  iibey 
had  previously  landed  in  the  vicinity. 

Since  the  proposal  for  a  repeal  of  the  Law  of  November  7th,  1831,  was  broup^t 
forward  in  the  Senate,  the  importers  of  slaves  have  duly  become  more  barefiM^in 
their  proceedings.  On  several  nights  of  late,  slaves  have  been  debarked  at  oae  of 
the  most  public  landing  places  of  this  city,  the  debarkation  being  attended  by  m 
number  of  individuals  carrying  fire-arms,  imd  the  slaves  being  eoaduoted  through 
some  of  the  most  public  itreets*  ,      ' 

X  have  Bcc» 
(Sgned)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  fhcimtU  PabnerHon,  O.C.B. 
srOm  <yc»  cfc,     '^ 
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Ftrit  EockBure^  No.  84.        ^ 

(Cbpy.)  JMV.  Cbiwwl  ilToon  io  Mr.  HamUlon  HamiHon.  ^ 

Su,  *^  ComsuJCt  Office^  Maranham^  SmJune,  1837. 

Shiok  I  iuid  the  beaottr  of  adiire«BMi§r  you  «ii  tlie  28d  uttimo,  I  b^^e  diBQoveced  tbat  tb^ 
B^oouer  ^  6fri0iMiaot»'^  to  which  I  then  leferred,  though  undoubtedly  bebngtng  to  «  houee  here.  Had 
fiar  her  OBten^ble  OwnerB  partiea  in  Lisboo,  nni  il  app^pm  it  va«  thd  timidity  of  these  parties  thai 
pw—pted  her  pneeedhig  froni  Lisbon  to  the  CoaAt  of  Airica  laat  voyngo^  as  her  i^^  OwAers  had 
intended  her  to  da 

To^v^  M»  aame  aehooner  has  again  been  cleaied  o«|  for  t4i8bQn  under  Portoguege  cploura«  bat 

b0  name  k  now  aHered  to  the  ^  2Ve#  Amig09y*  and  her  ostensible  Owner  to  Vlanoel  Antonio  do 

Omto,  a  young  man,  CleriL  to  one  of  her  real  Owners,  Autonio  Groo^alvea  Maehedo,  of  this  city^ 

Theae  and  other  eircumstances  connected  with  heiF  leiul  me  to  susp^t  strongly  that  she  is  intended  to 

Vprooeed  from  Lisboa  to  the  Coast  of  Africa^  and  thmeie  load  slaves  for  this  Ooast 

I  ba»s  ibereibia  thought  it  my  dut^r  to  aequaint  yeu  with  these  circumstaaees,  and  to  give  you  a 
desciipticm  of  the  Teasel  so  that  you  SMiy  give  such  information  as  you  may  think  necessary  to  Hia 
Ifajesty's  eraiseni  on  the  Coast  The  *^  Tre$  Jmige*^  is  a  low,  iine-looking  American-built  schooner 
of  about  200  tonftburthen»  vnder  hermaphrodite  rig,  and  carries  a  mainrtopsail.  She  is  pierced  for 
5  guns  on  a  side,  and  carries  arms,  but  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent,  as  she  has  only  2  abort  car- 
fonades  on  deck.  She  has  a  billet-head,  a  plain  atarn,  flush-d^ck,  and  is  painted  with  $  ports  on  a 
side^  She  is  commanded  by  a  Portuguese  df  the  name  of  Ragmundo  Antonio  lima,  and  is  intended 
to  sail  fo-monsm  for  Lisbon. 

I  have,  &;c. 
3b  Uammm  UamOUm,  £#?.  (Signed)  JOHN  MOON, 

4re.        ^o,        Ijfc.  -^  ifii  BriitmniQ  iiq}eH]f*s  Consul, 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  84. 
Mr.  (hnmd  Afbon  ta  Jfn  HomiUon  Hamilton. 


Sin, 


Omtufi  Office^  Maranham,  %Bd  June,  1897. 
I  HAD  last  ibe  honour  of  addressing  you  en  the  5th  instant  on  the  subject  of  the  schooner  **  Tre$ 
Atmgos,**  andDupUcate  of  my  Letter  of  that  date  I  send  herewith.  I  have  nowto  inform  you  that  the  brig 
**  Dom  Pedro^'*  Captain  Ajitonio  Silveira  Mariel,  junior,  under  Portuguese  colours,  and  belonging  to 
the  same  parties  as  the  **  Tre$  Amigos^  cleared  out  yesterday  for  the  Cape  Verde  Islands,  and  is 
iQjtended  to  sail  to-morrow.  I  enclose  a  Copy  of  her  manifest,  and  I  mav  mention  that  a  considerable 
part  (^  the  dry  goods  she  has  on  board  are  '*  Panos  da  Costa/'  recently  received  here  firom  Rio  de 
Janeira 

I  think  very  probable  that  this  vessel  is  going  to  act  in  concert  with  the  **  Tres  Amigos^**  as  I  under- 
stand she  has  done  on  former  occasions,  and  I  have  therefore  again  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  you  a 
cUscription  of  her.  She  is  rather  a  clumsy,  heavy-looking  brig  of  about  140  tons  burthen,  with  a 
small  round  boose  on  a  flush  deck,  billet  head,  plain  stem,  and  painted  with  broad  plain  white  streak, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  MOON. 

HomiUon  HamUtant  E^q.  ^  His  Britannic  Majetty^s  Consul 

CofV  of  tlie  manifest  of  the  cargo  ladea  at  Maranham,  on  board  of  the  Portuguese  brig  "  Dom 
Ptdro^'*  of  about  140  tons  burthen,  Antonio  Silveira  Mariel,  junior*  Master,  cleared  out  for  the  Cape 
de  Verde  Islands, 


BhipptffSi 

IMUkflSt. 

.  n^n^fty^ff, 

154  Dales 
2  Cases 

>Cotton  goods. 

1  Bale 

Woollen  caps. 

1  Ditto 

Red  woollen  cloth. 

Antonio  Ftnlo  Ferreira  Yiana  and  Co.  .'   .     » 

1  Ditto 

Red  baize. 

600  Kegs 

Gunpowder,  10,000  lbs. 

* 

20  Cases 

400  guns. 

- 

2  Pipes 

Caxaca. 

9  Pipes 

Spanish  brandy. 

Antonio  Gon^loes  Machado 

32  Bags 

Rice. 

Antonio  Martins  da  Silva  and  Co 

63  Ditto 

Ditto. 

Third  EucloBure  in  No.  84. 
Mr.  Contul  JFatU  to  Mr.  HandUon  Hamdton. 
Sn,  BrUisk  CmistdaU.  Pemambmco,  9tk  May,  1887, 

I SAVB  the  bonenr  io  aeknowledga  theieeefpt  of  youv  ciieular  Despatch  of  the  18th  of  April 
b«ty  requesting  me  to.ftimlsh  you  henceforth,  at  the  expiration  of  eYery  months  with  a  return  of  the 
vessels  which  may  have  arriviMl  during  that  period  ^rom  the  Coast  of  Africa  in  any  of  the  ports  situated 
within  this  Consular  district,  reporting  with  as  much  precision  as  possible,  what  ports  they  proceeded 
frmn,  what  the  number  of  negroes  embarked  on  board  them,  what  number  of  negroes  disembarked, 
and  what  the  place  of  disembarkation,  together  with  any  other  circumstances  connected  with  the  said 
speculations,  and  with  the  trade  in  general,  that  may  appear  important  or  interesting. 

Although  scarcely  any  fact  can  be  more  notorious  than  the  flagrant  and  the  unprecedented  exten- 
skm  of  the  traffic  in  negroes  from  the  Coast  of  Africa  all  along  the  shores  of  Brazil,  and  that,  at  this 
port,  it  is  carried  on  in  the  most  nndisguiied  and  glaring  maiiner,  in  defiance  of  whatever  provisions 
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yiftGovanwMij^tWeojP^ouQrMaBtoestabruhliithetwv^  pibliibit  IkepnmewOm  ofd^ 
intwi—  and  impoKtac  f  nde,  or  lo  impede  or  dteck  its  fugieMivc  cxIeasioK.  ft  is  «■  attimpft  of  ■• 
coMOMm  dyfioAy  to  oritet  sobtluiUsl  aad  aotlMftt^ 

iMcythoturefipHPl^^'^'B^J^^eqiiiredto  keep  Bb  Kajesty*a  Ouvtniift  wgrfwIylariigiiUot 
tiieeBtcall#«lMdb  i#  cwricd  oo  the  impoflatioQ  ioto  this  country  of  ne^nieiliooi  fftieC^utof  Aite, 

TbesemmofMifiMVMtiMidenfaUe  frmn  the  public  RegtstetB  of  the  Cwstuwi  hum;  «a*MUI 
privale  ciMvaelK  art  equally  iUlaciooa  and  ooaatisfactory. 

The  first  can  only  supply  the  skeletoa  data  of  the  clearance  of  Tcssels  Iran  thbport  tnmt  dieCoMi 
of  Afiiaw  and  the  airiw  of  KttaU  hither  from  that  coast ;  in  both  which  cases  aH  e»idepce  «f  noeh 
inasarbbehi^  actaaJ^ngafad  in  the  Stare  Trade  is  kept,  or  masked  from  the  pdblie  view,  alrtioi^h 
thdr  equipment  ou4Krd  for  that  purpoae  cannot  be  qoinlloned ;  and  the  frd  natofiouj  that  e»ny 
wluudug  ffmi  baa  pgcfionsly  dJaembarked  the  negroes  on  boaid,  at  some  point  of  Hr.toasf  to  the 
■orthward  or  sonthwaid  of  this  port,  prerious  to  its  return  hither. 

*  It  iaw4  known  that  a  Company  is  catahliBhed  here  for  the  importation  of  dates  inlotfiii  port  ftnai 
the  Coast  of  Atkm,  It  is  the  uatTerml  comptaint  of  the  British  merdiants  ai  this  pibce  ihnt  My 
ctperieooe  the  frowing  difficulty  of  obtaining  pavmeots  in  money  from  tiie  Aop-keepen  for  goeis 
sold  to  them  on  credit,  because  these  dealers  dedaie  they  eann<A  receire  remitUimea  from  tf^fr  ens- 
tomers  in  the  interior,  nnea  the  rcaooroes  of  the  latter  are  deeply  engaged  an  the  purffcior  df  sintes 
€>r  g^tierul  porposii  of  husbandry. 

The  ft'hqoent  djaembarkalbn  of  negroes  imported  from  the  Coast  of  Africa  in  die  TicioitJes  of  thb 
port  is  the  common  public  talk,  and  the  quidnance  of  the  day. 

But  notorious  as  a^e  these  facts,  the  dread  of  the  assassin's  knife,  or  bullet,  eren  in  the  opea  day, 
and  in  tlie  public  gaxe,  deters  their  denouncement  in  any  iangfbte  shape,  to  supply  eridence  for  detec- 
tion and  legal  prosecutiou,  yet  it  may  be  queiAioaed  arhetha;the  Ooremroent  of  the  coontry  lie  not 
only  indifferent  and  impotent,  supioe  and  connivent,  but  absolutely  disposed  corcttly  to  encourage 
the  importation  of  negroes  into  the  BrazUs  from  the  Coast  oTAfrica,  under  the  plcm  of  necesaity,  to 
promote  the  increase  of  labouring  hands  -for  the  coltivalaoft  of  the  soil,  hradlrss  of  the  destroctiTe 
consequences  of  so  diflbnte  an  inlerunxtnre  of  African  blood  into  die  general  popohtfion. 

Yet  even  were  the  Government  sincerely  disposed  to  pat  down  and  exterminate  the  impoitaliaaialo 
Brazil  of  negroes  from  the  African  Coast  ;"lte  phyaieai  powera  to  accoroplifih  that  purpose  mav  be 
much  doubted,  from  the  gross  venality  of  its  snoovdinate  authoritieSt  the  deploraUe  deficimcy  m  all 
moral  sense,  even  in  the  very  tribunals  of  Justice,  the  inoreasing  demand  lor  labour,  the  enormous 
profits  derivable  fimm  the  Sh^re  Tiade,  and  the  6mA.  and  artliil  combinations  of  the  dealers  ^  jla«es, 
tlieir  0gents,  and  the  proprietors  of  land,  to  mask  and  fiictlitate  the  disembarkation  of  African  negroes 
on  these  shores. 

The  following  informadon  is  derived  from  a  respectdble  Brasilian  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade  on 
the  Coast  of  Africa  in  former  times,  as  it  was  pursued  without  prohibitory  enactments,  mimn  the  sale 
of  negro  in  this  country  scarcely  enceeded  In  price  150  mihuis,  and  the  purchase  of  one  ^oo  the  African 
Coast  was  computed  usually  at  12  miheis ;  a  duty  of  import  was  then  levied  by  the  Government  ef  12 
milreis  a  head.  At  this  present  time  the  sale  of  a  negro  generally  produces  400  milreisp  nod  the  poee 
of  purchase  on  the  Afi:ican  Coast  is  estimated  at  70  milreis.  Although  tlie  casualties  of  Hie  be  asme- 
times  great  on  the  voyage,  yet  the  enormous  gain  which  ultimately  results  from  the  prosecution  of  jtbe 
Slave  Trade  Is  unhappfly  too  great  a  temptation  for  humau  cupiifity  to  resist,  nnsuttaintd  by  ihe  moral 
sense,  under  circumstances  which  almost  ensure  ioipunil||^ 

The  complicated  machinery  put  in  use  to  mask  and  fecmate  the  diaerabarcation  of  African  negnxt 
on  this  coast  is  of  the  most  artful  and  dark  charaoter,  by  the  confederacy  of  the  dealers,  their  agents, 
and  the  land  proprietors.  "  Jangadas''  are  engaged  in  their  service,  to  watch  the  expected  retum  oft 
slave-vessel  from  Africa,  furnish^  with  signals  to  invite  approach  or  announce  danger.  These  ho?er 
in  sight  UDtn  die  favourable  oppurtuuities  for  djanmbarratinn^iape rceived»  wheiiilniiadlx  h|ke^.clace^ 
and  the  negroes  are  immediately  disposed  of,  or  taken  to  some  place  of  security. 

Whatever  arrangements  may  be  in  the  power  of  his  Majesty's  Government  to  invite  the  Govenn 
ment  of  this  country  sincerely  and  icalously  to  enter  Into,  for  the  total  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade 
between  the  Brazil  and  African  Coast,  by  mutual  coH)peratiott,  may  I  be  permitted  to  suggest  to  your 
Excellency  the  reconunending  of  the  expediency  of  inserting  a  clause  to  render  obligatory  such  mutua 
co-operation,  that  cruisers  whose  draught  of  water  may  permit  their  navigation  as  close  as  possftlrlo 
the  shore.  And  that  the  Brazilian  Opvemment  give  authority  to  their  subordinate  publie  Officer^  to 
assist  with  their  aid  and  counsel  the  Commanders  of  such  cnuzers  in  the  delectTdn  and  prompt  appre- 
hension of  the  slave  dealers,  and  their  vessels,  and  the  seizure  of  the  negroes  inip6rted  fay  thewTfer  ul- 
timate adjudication  at tlie  capital  gt* 

I  have  the^MhouTt  ^ 
(Signed)  EDWARD  WATTS, 

Her  Brilannic  Majesty^t  Contul 


Fourth  Enclosure  m  No,  84. 

Mr.  Cqmul  JfaiU  t9  Mr.  H.  HamiUon. 

81R9  British  Consulate^  Pernamhuco,  July  V*th  183T. 

With  re^ence  to  the  communication  which  I  bad  the  honor  to  address  to  \'our  Excellency  in 
reply  to  your  Circular  Despatch  <^the  18th  April,  I  have  to  mention  the  Official  Entry  made  at  die 
Custom-houFe  of  this  port,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguese  brig  ^  Aleide**  on  the  10th  instaAt,  (aom 
the  Coast  of  Africa,  to  the  following  effect :  '*  O  Brigne  Portugues  "*  AUide^*'  vindo  de  AugelaettUndo 
em  10  do  corrente,  Capetao  Antonio  de  Souza,eonsigiiadoa  Angelo  franeiaoo  Catfteirci^ 

^ManifestJon  o  segutnte* 

"^  124  Pipas  de  Ague  Salgada,  \. 

"50  Estciras, 

**  4  Coleolens  2  Saccos  com  Mendobi, 

•*  2  Papagnios.'* 

Now  it  is  uotorious  that  this  vesael  had  previously  landed  460  slaves  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
port,  and  that  her  Consignee  is  a  well  known  dealer  in  slaves. 
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.  MoieavfrrdMift  eaaoet,  flUed  with.  skn«»piMioC  the  above  nmnber,  g^red  the  Jangado  passage, 
9nd  aetiially  landed  thooe  slaves  at  this  port,  with  the  exception  &t  t,  wh^^^re  dvowned  in'the'suif  by 
tW «|Mttiog of oiKeof  the qanoea. 

•  InbinMtuHi  hadbaen  given  to  the  Commander  of  Her.  Ma]est)r*s  ship,  *<  Fly,'*  on  her  atiital  at  tiiia 
IMdli^ll^ttiia  vessel  (and  another  slaver)  was  then  hourly  expected  on  her  retniii  hhherftMr  tin 
AftiMi  Coaa(;  and  Captain  Elliott  hastened  his  departure  hence,  whh  the  intention  of  craiaing  inn 
direction  likely  to  lead  him  to  &11  in  with  her.  An  apprehensioti  had,  indeed,  arisen  fh)«i  the  re^ri 
^CidiBtant  firing  i^  an,  that  Captain  Elliott  had  met  wiUi  the  object  trf  his  search,  and  the^xmohwion 
vraa>  formed  that  ^e  *'  Aleid^*  nad  ^en  paptured. 

>  This,  occurrepce  is  brought  tojouf  Excellency's  notice*  in  the  view  to  exemplify  the  litter  aselegsness^ 
lor  any  piacticahle  purposes,  of  the  exhibitioU  of  monthly  statements  of  the  nata|p  requited  by  your 
Circnkir  Despatclk  ** 

It  is,  moreover,  believed  by  some  intelligeiit  merchants  here,  that  the  African  Slave  Trade  has  iit» 
tariy  c«ued  to  prodnos  those  advantages  to  the  dealers  m  it,  wMch  it  fbrmerly  yielded  t  from  the  in- 
creased price  of  slaves  on  the  Coast  of  Africa;  the  casuslties  of  Kfb  on-  the  passagpe;  the  per6dy  and 
bfui  &ith  of  tha  intermediate  agency  ;  the  exorbitant  freights ;  and  the  heavy  ^xpanditiiAre  incurred,  nt 
order  to  hill  inquiry^  and  to  secure  impunity.  It  is  therefore  concluded  that  the  evU  may  progressively 
be.its  own  cuve^ 
':'',-  Ihave,ftc. 

(Signed)  ED WAEI>  WATTS, 

HamUon  HamUmt  E^q.  '  Her  BfHanmc  Majetiift  CamuL 

4rc.  ^c. 

Fifth  Enclosure  in  No  84. 
Siav€  Tradt  Return  for  (he  Month  of  July. 

PiRTTCULARs  Tcspectiiig  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave  7>sde  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  (ha 
have  arrived  at  this  Port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  baHasI  or  otherwise^  during  the  month  of  July,  1837, 
afterlandingtheir  cargoes  of  slaves  on  the  Coast  of  Bra»L  ^ 

No.  1.  Bark  '*  Hctrmonia/*  This  vessel,  since  i^i||Mled  from  this  port  18  months  ag^s  has  made 
2  voyages  to  the  Coast  of  AfVica.  On  the  first  iroysge  she  landed  673  slaves  ^ear  to  the  Port  of 
Santos,  and  oti  the  second  (^4  slwes  at  the  Part  of  Paranagua,.  where  she  took  on  board  a  cargo  of 
produAfbr  Monte  Vitleo,  from  whcsoe  she  returned  to  this  port  with  a  cargo  of  jerk  beef,  and  other 
articles,  Ac.  &c.' 

No.  2.     Brig  **  Fhr  de  Loando^"  from  Angola,  landed  427  slaves  at  Campos. 
,  Nb.  S.    Steack  **  Ribeira  Nc9a,'*ftom  Angola,  landed  253  slaves  at  Alto^Mohrao,  a  few  leagues 
'     to  the  eastward  of  this  port 

No.  4.  Brig  **  Afrienor^**  from  Aagefai,  has  nsade  9  voyages  since  she  left  this  port.  On  the  first 
'519  slaves  were  landed  at  Oampea,  and  on  the  present.she  landed  628  slaves  at  AUo  Moirao^  a  few 
leagues  to  the  eastward  of  this  port. 

'  No.  5.    Patacho  ^  PtHx^*  from  Hha  do  Principe  .and  Cape  Lobo,  landed  304  slaves  at  Saint 
Sebastian's. 

No.  6.    Schooner  ^JtmfiM^^  ibom  Angola,  bmded  420  slaves  in  a  very  sipkly  state  at  Campos. 
During  the  voyage  a  great  number  of  the  sbaes  embarked  died  from  the  crowded  state  of  the  hold,  the 
number  sbipped  bei^g  greater  than  ibevcswl  eoukl  well  stow. 
'    '  Total  number  of  slaves  imported  by  6  vesseU  as  above  during  the  month  of  July  last  2,537. 

RU}  dt  Janeiro^  \st  Angnsi^  ldS7. 


^  "'  ■    No.  85.  .     . 

VUeaunt  Paimersto9i  io  Mr.  HamiUon  Hamilton, 

Sir,  ^  Foreign  Office,  16f*  Oti(Aef,  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  marked  •''Slave  IfoaBde,"  ot  the  I5th 
of  August)  1837,  containing  a  Note,  addressed  to  you  by  the  Bmzilian  Minister  for 
Foreign  AflFairs,  notifying  to  you,  that  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  would  in  futin*e  be 
levied  on  goods  suitable  lor  the  African  market,  which  might  arrive  in  transitu  in 
any  of  the  ports  of  Brazil,  by  fAbtever  circumstance  that  arrival  might  be  occa- 
sioned ;  the  said  duty  being  intended  to  operate  as  an  indirect  discouragement  of 
the  traffic  in  slaves. 

I  approve  of  your  having  remonstrated  against  this  measure ;  but,  as  I  learn  by  a 
Despatch  from  Her  Majesty^s  Consul  at  luo  de  Janeiro  of  the  14th  of  August  last, 
that  a  Portuguese  vessel,  tne  "  Etpecaladwy^  laden  with  goods  of  this  description, 
.,  piirchased  and  shipped  at  Liverpool,  had  been  detained  by  the  Cufitom-house 
•  Authorities  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  as  liable  to  the  duties  in  queBtion,  but  had  been 
subsequently  allowed  to  depart  in  conformity  to  the  entry  of  Franquia,  I  am  led 
to  conclude,  that  the  Decree  is  abandoned. 

Should  yo«|  however,  have  occasion  to  make  any  further  representations  to  the^ 
Brazilian  Minister  upon  the  subject,  you  will  observe  to  him,  that  the  BraziUan 
Government  would  more  effectually  further  the  accomplishment  of  its  wishes  for 
the  extinction  of  the  Slave  Trade,  by  ratifying  the  Additional  Articles  to  the  Treaty 
between  this  country  and  Brazil,  than  by  insistii^  en  the  execution  of  a  measure. 
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wliicli  is  mconristen^bdth  the  commereisl  rebiitoit  elistang  between  tb»  two     ^ 
countries.  ~ 

1  am,  &c. 
HamiUm  ffamiiton,  Esq^  (Signed)  PALMtSRSTON. 

Sf€.        Sf^.        Sf€f. 

-^     ■■         I  I  ■  ■■ 

No-86.  * 

Mr.  Hamilton  9IamiHon  to  F^count  Palmeriton. — (Received  November  16.) 
Mt  Lor6.  Rio  de  Janeiro,  \4th  September,  1837. 

The  Imperial  Government  having  failed  to  take  any  further  measures 
towards  the  ratifieation  of  the  Additional  Articles  to  the  Slave  Trade  Conventioa,  I 
addressed  to  it  on  the  7th  instant  the  Note  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose ; 
but  as  yet,  perhaps  through  the  apprehended  mutations  in  the  executives,  treated 
of  in  my  other  Despatch  ot  this  date^  or  by  reason  of  the  report  of  the  Diplomatic 
Ccmimittee  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  to  be  referred  to  presently,  I  have  bo* 
received  an  answer.    * 

In  the  debates  of  the  2d  instant  in  this  Chamber,  on  M.  de  Barbacena's  Slave 
Trade  Project,  some  incidental  reference  to  this  matter  took  place,  although  not 
of  such  importance,  as  to  merit  here  particular  mention. 

On  the  lltb  instant,  however,  a  resolution  of  the  Difdmnatic  C(»nmittee  was 
Iwought  up,  whieh,  should  it  be  acted  on,  must  have  the  effect  of  deferring  ist- 
definitely  tne  ratification,  or  rather  n^ust  render  it  dependent  in  a  material  degree 
on  the  ulterior  decisions  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

The  resolution  states,  that  sinee  Bra2dl  has  not  received  from  Great  Britain  any 
indemnification  for  the  captures  made  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  as  it  conceives 
illegally,  it  would  be  inconsistent  for  her  to  concede  more  extended  powers,  such 
as  are  provided  fin*  by  the  Additional  Articles,  to  ships  cruizing  against  the  Slave 
Trade ;  that  with  such  increase  of  power  there  would  probably  be  an  increase  of 
abuse ;  that  Brazil  ought  not  to  feel  indifferent  to  any  measures  directed  against 
Slave  Trade;  and  that  the  Committee  would  not  hesitate  to  apprme  of  the 
Additional  Articles,  provided  Brazil  should  obtain  firom  Great  Britain  indemnifica- 
tion  for  past  unjust  adjudications  at  Sierra  Leone,  and  security  that  such  abuses 
should  not  recur ;  that  the  acts  of  injustice  complained  of  hann^  had  their  origin 
probably  in  circumstances  attributable  to  the  unhealthy  climate  of  Siwra  Leone,  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  remove  the  seat  of  this  Mixed  Court  to  scnne  port  in 
Brazil,  or,  doing  away  vrith  it  altogether,  to  unite  its  jurisdiction  and  its  avocations 
with  those  of  the  Court  sitting  in  this  capital ;  and  that  without  one  or  more 
guarantees  of  this  description,  the  Committee  is  of  opinion  the  Additional  Articles 
ought  to  be  sent  back  to  the  executive,  vrithout  the  question  of  their  approval  being 
submitted  to  the  deliberation  of  the  Chamber. 

Whether  this  recommendation  of  the  Committee  will  be  attended  to,  or  whether 
at  the  advanced  stage  of  the  Session  the  question  is  likely  to  come  in  any  shape 
under  discussion^  I  am  unable  at  this  moment  to  pronounce ;  but  at  least,  it  will  be 
satisfactory  to  your  Lordship  to  percdive,  that,  in  the  abstract,  the  judgment  of  the 
Committee  is  favourable  to  the  ratification  of  the  Additional  Articles. 

I  transmit  a  Copy  of  Ihe  resolution  of  the  Committee. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON, 

TTie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
£fc*  Sfc.  Sfc. 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  86. 

Bio  de  Jandrot  7  September^  1837. 

Thb  UndeiMfrned,  Ac.,  &e.,  has  had  the  hononr  to  receive,  and  has  transmitted  to  his  Goirernmeiit«  the 
note  of  John  Francesco  Ge  Acayaba  de  Montezuma,  dated  August  4th,  in  answer  to  one  from  the 
Undersigned,  dated  June  6th,  reiatihg  to  the  contraband  traffic  in  slaYes  from  the  Coast  of  AfHca. 

Affi>rding,  as  it  does,  general  assurances  of  the  desire  and  the  intention  of  'His  Imperial  Majestr's 
Gkyvemment  to  co  operate  in  every  possible  manner  for  the  suppression  of  a  cominecod^asting  so  fool  a 
Uot  on  the  fair  fame  of  a  ctrilized  conntry,  the  conimfinieation  is  satisfactory,  but,  considered  in  an- 
other light,  as  a  reply  to  the  reiterated  representatiflls  which  the  Undersigned  has  been  called  upon  to 
bring  forward,  respecting  2  most  important  arrangements  connected  therewith,  the  Undersigned  nmst 
reluctantly  confess  that  it  is  incondasive,  and  leaving  much  to  be  desired. 

Hie  arrangements  more  particuiariy  alhided  to  by  the  Undersigned,  are  the  ra^calSon  of  the 
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Ackfitional  Article  to  the  Slaye  Thide  Aboliticm  Treaty,  negotiated  by  Messrs.  Fox  and  Alves  Branco ; 
and  the  promulgfatioo  of  a  law  to  prevent  the  sale  of  Brazilian  vessels  to  Portuguese  subjects. 

Regarding  these  matters  of  paramoont  importance  towards  a  more  per&ot  system  of  snppressibn,  no 
spect&B  asatumoce  whatever  is  given^  The  Note  of  his  Excellency  neither  announces  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  propose  to  the  Legislative  Body,  as  the  Undersigned  was 
jnstified  in  expeeting,  from  the  tenor  c^  the  Note  addressed  to  him  on  the  Idtfa  of  September,  1836,  by 
Senor  Antonio  Paul.  Paul  Limpo  de  Abreo,  the  prohiUtive  law  suggested  by  tlie  British  Government; 
nor  does  it  engage  to  continue  the  exertiou  of  its  influence  with  the  Chambers  for  the  ratification  of  the 
Supplementary  Articles ;  and  yet  it  was  these  topics  wluch  the  Note  of  the  Undersigned  of  the  6th  of 
June  had  more  particularly  in  view,  and  to  which  it  more  especially  solicited  the  attention  of  his 
£xe6&en«y.  * 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  repeat  on  this  occasion  any  arguments  in  favour  of  the  policy  of  giving 
lull  and  immediate  effect  to  the  measures  here  adverted  to.  They  are  sufficiently  developed  in  many 
of  the  preceding  offices  which  the  Undersigned  has  found  it  his  duty  to  address  to  the  Brazilian  Govern- 
ment. Still,  however,  there  are  some  considerations,  touching  the  interminable  delays  experienced  in 
the  ratification,  which  it  is  incumbent  on  him  to  pre^  most  urgently  on  the  mind  of  Senor  Monteznma. 

The  ordiiiary  term  of  tl^e  present  liCgiilatrve  Session  passed  away,  like  the  pfeceding  Session,  without 
ihfi  adoption  of  any  definite  means  by  the  Executive  to  accomplish  the  engagements  contracted  by  it 
with  Great  Britain  on  this  important  question  {  and  yet  it  is  the  third  Session  since  the  negotiations 
were  brought  to  a  conclusion.  During  this  lapse  of  time  His  Majesty's  Legation  has  omitted  no 
eiertioiis  oakulated  to  attain  this  object;  nor  indeed  has  the  Executive  been  wanting  in  promises  to 
.  contribute  thereto,  to  the  extent  of  its  powers.  But  have  the  endeavo^rs  if  the  Executive  been  at  all  , 
commensurate  with  these  promises?  The  necessity  of  the  Measure  was  inculcated  in  the  Relatorios 
laid  before  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  at  the  commencement  of  the  Session ;  but  had  the  Executive 
recourse,  subsequently,  to  any  more  direct  means  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  suggestions?  It  is 
for  his  Excellency  to  answer.  The  Session,  however,  has  t>een  prolonged  ;  and  e^urther  opportunity 
18  thereby  afibrded  which  may  enable  the  Executive  to  arrive  at  the  desired  result.  But,  will  the 
ojqportunity  be  taken  advantage  of?     It  is  for  his  Excellency  to  determine.        ^ 

The  Undersigned  will  permit  himself  to  make  only  one  other  remark  at  present.  The  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  must  be  fiilly  aware  that  it  is  not  to  the  Legislative,  but  exclusively  to  th^ Executive 
Power,  that  Great  Britain  can  look  for  the  Ratification  by  Brazil  of  the  Convention  in  question,  and 
in  so  fkr  only  as  the  exertions  of  the  Executive  to  accomplish  it  shall  be  cordially  and  zealously  applied 
can  Great  Britain  be  justified  in  continuing,  to  repose,  as  she  has  heretofore  done,  with  so  much 
security  and  confidence,  on  the  good  faith  and  sincerity  of  the  Brazilian  Government. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed^  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

His  Excellency  Senor  Francisco  0.  A,  de  Montezvfna. 

4rc.  fyc.  Sfc,  .  * 


Second  Enclcaure  in  No.  86. 

(Translation)  '^ 

Rspo&T  of  the  Committee  of  Diplomacy  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  op  the  Sierra  Leone  claims, 
and  on  the  additional  Articles  to  the  Treaty  with  Great  Britain  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
which  were  signed  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Senor  Alves  Branco,  on  the  27th  July,  1885. 
Extract  from  the  **  Jonmal  de  Commercio*'  of  the  I2th  September^  1887. 

Since  the  Brazilian  Government  daim  from  the  British  Government  indemnification  for  prizes  made 
by  the  cruizers  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  in  abuse  of  the  powers  which  bad  been  given  to  them  for  that 
purpose,  it  appears  to  the  Undersigned  that  the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  not  having  up 
to  this  time  agreed  to  make  any  satisfaction  for  the  same,  the  Imperial  Government  woald  act  incon- 
sistently by  eonoedlng'  to  these  eraisers  still  more  extended  pomrs,  euch  as  those  provided  by  the 
Additional  Articles  negotiated  at  this  Court  on  the  27th  July,  I88&.  «.  . 

.The  Undersigned  are  authorised  in  supposing  that  the  prizes  of  which  the  Govenunent  of  BnaU 
claims  restitution,  were  illegally  captured,  and  they  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that  this 
abuse  will  increase,  if  gpreater  eitension  be  given  to  the  instructions  addressed  to  individuals  charged 
with  the  capture,  or  the  A<yudication  of  prizes. 

Nevertheless,  since  Brazil  ought  not  to  view  with  indifference  the  extensive  trade  in  Afiricaii  slavey 
which  continues  to  be  carried  on  in  despite  of  her  laws ;  in  like  manner,  she  ought  to  avoid  diminish- 
ing the  advantages  which  would  result  from  the  said  Additional  Articles,  as  being  calculated  still 
further  to  repress  this  commerce;  and  the  Committee  of  Diplomacy  would  not  hesitate  to  declare  its 
approval  of  them  if  the  Imperial  Government  could  obtain  one  or  more  gruarantees  that  such  abuses 
would  be  avoided  or  remedied,  and  no  octasion  be  given,  in  future,  for  further  representations. 

The  Mixed  Commission  established  at  Sierra  licone,  ought  to  be  composed  of  an  equal  number  of 
Brazilian  and  British  Commissaries  ;  but  it  has,  in  fact,  always  consisted  of  a  majority  of  the  latter, 
and  very  oflen  there  has  been  no  Commissary  whatever  on  the  part  of  Brazil ;  and  through  this 
inequality,  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate  there,  all,  or  the  greater  part  of 
its  judgments  have  been  adverse  to  the  claims  of  Brazilians.  The  Undersigned  are  of  opinion  that  the 
defective  justice  whicli  gives  cause  to  the  present  representations  must  have  had  its  origin  here,  and 
they  are  persuaded,  therefbre,  that  it  «M>uld  be  advantageous  to  remove  the  Commission  of  Sierra  Leone 
to  some  Brazilian  port,  or  to  dissolve  it>  altogether,  transferring  its  duties  to  that  already  existing  at 
tins  Court. 

By  this  means  Brazil  would  be  certain  of  having  constantly  complete  her  due  number  of  Jvidgm 
in  that  tribunal;  and  that,  in  their  decision,  neither  her  own^ interests  nqr  those  of  justice  would  be 
undervalued.  * 

This,  then,  might  be  an  assurance,  could  such  an  arrangement  be  come  to,  but  withouft  it,  or  some 
other  which  would  put  a  stop  to  the  unjust  sentences  against  which  so  many  appeals  bate  been  made, 
the  UndersigBed  conceive  that  the  additional  Articles  ought  not  to  be  approved  of,  and  th^  are  there- 
Sawe  of  opinion  that  the  said  Articles  should  be  sent  back  to  Government  aocon^panied  by  a  Copy  of 
the  Report  without  the  Chambers'  proceeding  to  any  deliberation  on  their  approval. 

(Signed)  ARANJO  RIBEIRO. 

Chamber  of  Deputies,  6th  September,  1887.  MANGEL  MARIA  DI  AMACAU 
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No.  87. 
Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Pabneriton. — (Received  November  20.) 
My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  October  14,  1837. 

At  the  opening  of  the  debates  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  on  the  firrt 
Article  of  the  Marquis  de  Barbaceno^s  prqjet  of  Law  for  suppressioii  of  slavery^  a 
member  objected  to  the  projet,  as  involving  an  infraction  of  the  compacts  Oii 
the  subject  between  Brazil  and  Great  Britain,  stipulated  in  the  Convention  of 
1826 ;  and  he  moved,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Diplomacy  to  report 
thereon. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  declared,  that  the  projet  was  not  in  opposition  to 
the  Treaties  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  discussion  of  its  provisions  might  be 
proceeded  in. 

Senor  Amarat,  however,  one  of  the  Committee,  dissented  from  this  opinion,  and 
recorded  his  vote  and  his  reasons  at  some  length.  As  the  latter  are  forcible,  and 
such  as  would  induce  me  to  protest  against  the  Bill,  should  it  hereafter  assume  the 
form  and  force  of  law,  I  enclose  a  Copy  of  the  Vote  for  your  Lordship^s  informa- 
tion, regretting  that  I  ai|^  unable,  at  tne  late  hour  at  which  I  receive  it,  to  accom- 
pany it  with  a  translation. 

I  have,  &c. 
<r  (Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

The  Right  Hon,  Viscount  Palmerston  G.CB. 
^c.         ♦      Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  88. 

Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  November  28.) 

(Extract.)  Rio  de  Janeiro,  14/A  October  1837. 

IAave  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  return  of  the  vessels, 
which  arrived  from  the  Coast  of  Africa  in  this  harbour  during  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, and  of  the  cargoes  which  they  had  previously  landed  in  tlie  vicinity. 

Not  more  than  two  >jfessels,  I  believe,  arrived  here  during  the  last-mentioned 
period,  still  we  are  not  to  infer  therefrom  any  positive  diminution  of  the  traffic. 
The  circumstance  arises,  I  apprehend,  only  from  a  change  in  the  arrangements  and 
the  tactics  of  the  dealers,  which  is  not  correctly  ascertamed. 


Enclosure  in  No.  88. 

lAd  of  SlavB'Traderi  under  the  Portugue$e  Flag  for  the  morUh  of  August^  1837. 

]|k  1. — Schooner  **  Jozejina**  from  Angola,  landed  480  slaves  at  Campos.  There  was  a 
great  mortality  among  the  slates,  caused  by  too  many  being  shipped  for  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel. 

No.  2. — Brig,  **  Belampago,"  from  S.  Thom^,  landed  357  slaves  at  the  Island  of  S.  Sebastian. 

No.  3. — Brig,  "  Tejo"  from  Ouiliroane,  landed  419  slaves  at  Campos.  This  vessel,  after  landing 
her  slaves,  weni  to  Machab,  where  she  changed  her  flag  from  Portuguese  to  Braulian,  and  took  in  a 
cargo  of  produce,  with  which  she  arrived  here. 

No.  4. — Brig  "  Evgenio^'*  from  Angola,  captured  by  the  Brazilian  corvette,  *•  Regenerapao^*  after 
having  landed  377  slaves  at  the  Island  of  Itamaracao. 

Total  number  of  slaves  imported  by  4  vessels  during  the  month  of  August  last,  1,573. 

Rio  deJanehOt  IH  September^  1837. 


No.  89. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hamilton  HangUton. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  20th  November,  1837. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Des||atch,  marked  '*  Slave 
Trade,"  of  the  14th  of  Septeniber  last,  enclosing  a  Copy  of  a  Note,  which  you 
addressed  on  t^  7th  of  that  month  to  the  Brazilian  Minister,  together  with  a  Copy 
of  the  Report  of  the  Diplomatic  Committee,  upon  the  subject  of  the  ratification  of 
the  Additional  Articles  to  the  Convention  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade ; 
and  it  is  with  extreme  disappointment  that  I  learn,  that  the  Imperial  Government 
has  allowed  another  Session  to  pass  away,  without  obtaining  the  ratification  of  the 
Articles  in  question. 
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I  regret  also  to  perceive,  that  the  Committee  of  Diplomacy  state,  that  they  hesitate 
to  reeommeod» t^tthe  Articles  should  .be.ratified«  b?c^u^  QreatBritow  hfts  liot 
agreed  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  prizes  taken  by  British  cruizers  on  the  ,Cpaf t  of 
Africa,  ivhich  the  Brazilian  Government  assert  were  unjustly  condemned  aj.  iSierra 
liMne ;  and  that  the  Committee,  moreover,  suggest,  tljati  utxtil  tti^  Mii^d  Com7 
mission  is  removed  from  Sierra  Leone,  or  some  other  securit]p^  is  giten  against  the 
rdomrenee  of  what  they  call  unjust  adjudications,  the  Additional  Articles  ought 
not  to  be  ap]^r<Ared  of.         ''  i  >  ^:       . .  «  ^ 

*  ^Kmld  this  Report  he  adopted  and  acted  upon  by  l3it  Brarilian  Govemnient,  you 
will  state  plainly,  that  the  claims^  to  which  it  all^des,  appear  to  the  British  Goveip- 
metit  to  be  decidedly  unjust,  and  that  it  is,  therefore,  iiripossitle  for  Great 'ferifain 
to  give  any  compensation  to  the  Owners  of  the  siave-sMps  in  question ;  and  you 
will  say,  that  it  would  be  extremely  painful  to  the  British  Government,,  if  Brazil ' 
were  toattaeh  ariimptesible  Condition  to  the  fulfilment,  by  Br&iil,  of  an  engagement, 
already  taken  unconditionally  by  the  Brazilian  Executive,  and  the  execution  of 
wUeh  is  essentially  requisite  to  vindicate  the  national  honour  of  Brazil  from  impu- , 
tations  now  too  generally  and  too  publicly  cast  upbh  it.  , 

The  notorious  prevalence  of  the  Slave  Trade  under  the  ftraz^ian  flag,  notwith- 
standing the  repeatedly  asserted  desire  of  the  Brazilian  Govemtneut  to  put  an  end 
to  this  traffic,  has  excited  an  universal  suspicion^  that  the  noble  and  generous  senti- 
ments; exprfesded  on  this  subject  by  the.Mini^ters^  are  npt  shared  by  alit^eir  fel^OMr-^ 
countrymen ;  and  that  a  portion,  small  indeed  it  is  to  be  hoped,  o£  the  Brazilian 
people  still  clings,  with  sordid  and  disgraceful  cupidity,  to  a  traffic  which  dishonours 
numan jQature,  and  wliich  degrades  to  the  lowest  depth  .of„(lfih9«eJlieut.thQSfi  who  . 
persist  m' practising  its  abominations. 

You  will  add,  that  the  British  Government  has  undertaken  the  task  of  putting 
down  this  evil,  and  will  not  be  deterred  from  ^o  holy  a^  end  by  any  obstacles  ^hicih, 
from  tiihe  to  time;  miiy  obstruct  Its  endeavours ;  anrf  Her  Majesty's  Government 
fflncerely-  hopes,  tbat  jno  circumstances  may  ever  arise,  which  shoidd  compel  it  to 
treat,  summarily  aaid  by  its  own  authority,  as  pirates  and  outlaws,  ships  f^irsuing 
this  traffic  und^r  the  fraudulei^  shelter  of  the  nag'ofa  friendly  poweri 

lam,  &C. 
Humilfon  Hamiltm,  Esq.,  (Signed!)  iflPALMERSTON. 


No.  90. 
Viscount  Paimerston  to  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  December  A^IQ37. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatches^  marked  "  Slave  Trade,"  f  q^^  the 
14th  of  October  last  With  refewnoe  to  your  Despatdi,  marked  ^' Slave 
Trade,"  of  the  above  date,  stating  ihat,  in  the  evewt  of  the  Draft  of;  a  haW 
for*be  8Upj)ression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  submitted  to;  the  ^Chamber  o^  Dpp^ties  by 
the  Marquis  de  Barbacena,  being  adopted  by  the  la^laturei  it  is  your  intention  to 
protect  against  it  upon  the  ground  stated  in.  your  Desrpatch  ;  I  hate  to  'inform 
you,  that'  1  entirely  approve  of  the  course  intended  to  We  pUi^ued  by  you  in  the 
event  above  alluded  to.  ."*       , 

I  am,  &c. 

HamUton  Hamilton,  Esg^ {Sigaed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.  Sfc. 


m 
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No.  91. 
*  Mr.  RobilSard  to  Fiscmmt  Phlmtrston. 

Mt  Lori>>  British  CormdaUf  Bahia^  lU  January,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordahip  tlie  ^leloeedListft  A.  and 
B.,  being  an  ^lumeration  of  such  vessels  as  have  cleared  from  Bahia. for  ihe  Coast 
of  Africa,  and  have  entered  this  port  from  that  Coasts  within  die  6  n»mths  endings 
the  31st  December,  183&  Si^M 

I  have  Sec 
(Signed)  JCNEIN  H.  B0BILLIARD: 

The  Bight  Hon,  Fiscount  PabnerHon,  G.CB. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 
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No.  92. 
Mr.  RohiUiard  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  June  22:) 

My  Lord,  British  Consulate^  Bahia,  26<A  April,  1837, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  Lorddiip's  Circular 
on  the  "Slave  Trade/*  Foreign  Office,  27th  January,  1837,  with  the  Enclosure 
therein  referred  to.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  H.  ROBILLIARD, 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.  Vice-Consul. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  93. 
Mr.  fVatts  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Reeehed-June  20.) 

My  Lord,  British  Consulate,  Pernamhuco,  5th  May,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  yesterday  of  your  Lordship's 
Circular  Despatch  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  markai  "  Slave  Trade,"  transmit- 
ting the  Translation  of  a  Decree  issued  at  Lisbon  on  the  10th  December,  1836,  for 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  throughout  the  Portuguese  dominions. 

This  translated  Decree  is  deposited  among  the  Papers  relative  to  the  Slave  Trade, 
registered  in  Consulate. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  infonn  your  Lordship,  that  I  have  just  received  from 
His  Majesty's  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  directions  to  famish  him 
with  a  monthly  return  of  the  vessels,  which  may  have  arrived  during  that  period 
from  the  Coast  of  Africa  at  this  port,  or  in  any  of  the  ports  situate  within  this  Con- 
sulate, reporting  with  great  precision,  what  ports  they  proceeded  from,  what  the 
number  of  negroes  embarked  on  board  them,  what  the  number  of  negroes  disem- 
barked, and  what  the  place  of  disembarkation. 

I  shall  put  in  use  every  zealous  exertion  to  collect  the  most  correct  intelligence 
I  may  be  able  to  obtain  on  these  particulars,  from  the  public  registers  and  from  ' 
private  sources,  for  the  information  of  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  the  capital ;  yet 
I  have  bijt  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  that  these  efforts  may  not  be  so  successful 
or  satisfactory  as  it  is  so  highly  desirable  they  should  be.  The  supineness,  not  to  say 
connivance,  of  the  Government  of  Brazil  in  general  on  the  subject  in  reference,  the 
gross  venality  of  subordinate  Officers,  the  increasing  demand  of  hands  for  the  pur- 
poses of  husbandry,  the  enormous  profits  derivable  from  this  inhuman  traffic,  which 
is  rapidly  increasing  at  this  port  in  the  most  undisguised  manner,  combined  with 
the  almost  insuperable  difficulty  of  procuring  authentic  information  through  private 
channels,  from  the  dread  of  the  assassin's  knife  or  bullet  even  in  the  open  day, 
and  in  the  public  gaze,  and  the  dark  and  artful  combinations  of  the  dealers  in 
slaves,  their  agents,  and  the  agriculturists,  to  mask  and  facilitate  the  disembarkation 
of  imported  slaves  at  various  points  to  the  northward  and  southward  of  this  port; 
all  these  glaring  and  obstructive  facts  combine,  to  render  the  attainment  of  authentic 
data,  on  which  to  groimd  effective  official  representation  on  the  subject  of  the  unpre- 
cedented increase  of  the  Slave  Trade  all  along  the  Coast  of  Brazil,  an  almost  insur- 
mountable obstacle. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  WATTS, 

His  Britamiic  Majesty's  Consul. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


No.  94. 
3fr.  Moon  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  July  24.) 

My  Lord,  Consid's  Office^  Maranham,  27th  May,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  yom*  Lordship's  Circular 
Despatch,  marked  "  Slave  Trade,"  dated  27th  January,  1837,  enclosing  for  my 
information  an  Extract  from  the  London  Gazette,  containing  a  Translation  of  a 
Decree  issued  at  Lisbon  on  the  10th  December,  1836,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade  throughout  the  Portuguese  dominions,  this  Despatch  reaching  me  on  tlie 
21st  May  instant  by  way  of  Bahia. 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  inform  your  I/)rdship,  that  I  have  not  latterly  heard  of 
any  attempts  to  introduce  new  negroes  into  this  Province.  In  June  last  a  fine 
schooner  called  the  "  Crrortidam"  belonging  to  parties  here  formerly  suspected  of 
carrying  on  an  illicit  traffic  in  slaves^  v^  despatched  to  Lisbon ;  and  the  general 
*  belief  was  that  she  was  intended  to  proceed  from  thence  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  and 
load  slaves  for  this  Coast.  She,  however,  arrived  here  last  March  direct  from 
Lisbon,  having,  it  is  supposed,  been  deterred  from  prosecuting  her  voyage  to  the 
Coast  by  *lie  U^cree  of  the  Queen  of  Portugal  above  referred  to. 

(Signed)  JOHN  MOON, 

Hh  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul. 
The  Right  Hon.  "Ttscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  95. 
Mr.  Hesketh  to  Viscount  Palmerstcm. — (Received  July  31.) 

My  Lord,  ConsuTs  Office^  Rio  de  Janeiro,  2^th  May,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
of  this  Series,  dated  January  27th,  1837,  transmitting  a  Translation  of  the  Decree 
issued  at  Lisbon,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1836,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
throughout  the  Portuguese  Dominions ;  a  Copy  of  which  Document  was  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  Exchange  Rooms,  in  thk  city. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH, 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  96. 
Mr.  Hesketh  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  October  7.) 
My  Lord,  ConsuVs  Office,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  A^th  August,  1837^ 

In  reference  to  my  Report  on  the  "  Nimrod,"  in  the  Despatch, 
dated  Bahia,  April  18th,  1837,  I  have  the  honour  to  make  the  following  observa- 
tions : — 

While  describing  in  that  Report  the  trade  of  supply  to  slave  dealers,  which  does 
exist,  I  ventured  an  opinion  that  commercial  competition  would  enable  those  illegal 
dealers  to  obtain  supplies  for  their  inhuman  traffic  with  increased  facilities,  an 
opinion  which  is  confirmed  by  the  following  late  occurrence : 

A  vessel  imder  Portuguese  colours,  the  "  Especulador,''  Jos6  Alves  de  Abreu 
Guimares,  Master,  arrived  at  this  port  on  the  24th  ult.  from  Liverpool,  with  a  cargo 
which  general  report  states  to  be  especially  assorted  and  adapted  for  sale  on  the 
Coast  of  Africa,  and  purchased  and  shipped  by  order  and  for  account  of  a  notorious 
slave-dealer,  resident  in  this  city,  whom,  I  am  informed,  is  Owner  of  several  vessels 
engaged  in  the  inhuman  and  illegal  transport  of  negroes  from  Africa. 

I  believe  all  these  reports,  and  that  the  shippers  of  this  cargo,  being  paid  for  the 
same,  have  no  concern  or  interest  whatever  in  its  fm-ther  destination  or  employment. 

But  I  infer,  that  the  chief  facility  sought  for  in  this  instance  by  the  slave-dealer, 
is  to  reap  the  advantage  of  directing  the  "  Especulador's'*  cargo  from  Rio  de  Janeiro 
to  particular  points  on  the  African  Coast,  without  being  subjected  to  any  duty  in 
this  poi-t.  This  plan  has  been  ingeniously  devised,  but,  from  the  following  circum- 
stances, has  met  with  obstacles : 

According  to  the  Custom-house  regulation,  the  "  JEspeculador'  . entered  in 
"  Franquia,''  a  term  or  form  of  entry  followed  by  every  vessel  merely  touching  at 
a  Brazilian  Port,  and  departing  without  landing  or  transshipping  any  part  of  the 
cargo,  and  thereby  exempted  from  any  duty  thereon. 

The  Brazilian  Government,  however,  have  issued,  subsequently  to  the  arrival  of 
the  *'  Especulador/'  an  order  that  all  vessels  touching  at  Brazilian  Ports^  having 
on  board  any  merchandize  adapted  for  consumption  in  Africa,  should  be  liable  to 
an  export  duty  on  such  merchandize  of  16^  per  cent.,  although  neither  landed  nor 
transhipped. 
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The  object  of  this  recent  order  is,  apparently^  to  reach  the  .noMl  cafie  of  the 
*'  JEspeculadar  ;'*  but  as  it  is  in  oppo^tion  to  the  Custom-house  regulatimis,  whiidi 
.proceed  from  Legislative  enactments^  and  opposed  to  the  genexal  inteiwts  of 
commerce^  the  subject  appears  at  present  under  consideration. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  understand,  that  the  Custom-house  Authorities  insist  tiiat 
the  cargo  of  the  ''  Especulador"  heins  cleared  from  Liverpool  "  to  Rio  de  Jaaeiio 
and  a  market  in  the  ^Brazilian  empire, '  should  be  landed  and  subjected  to>  duty. 

The  Owners  of  the  cargo  are  endeavouring  to  evade  the  duties,  by  asserting  that 
no  part  of  the  cargo  was  mtended  to  be  landed  at  Rio  de  Janeiro ;  but  their  endea- 
vours have  not  been  hitherto  successful,  and  as  yet  the  outward  clearance  of  the 
**  Sspeeulador**  has  not  been  graxded. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty*^  Consul. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmer ston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  97. 
Mr.  Heeketh  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 
My  Lord,  ConsuTs  Office,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  lAth  August,  1837. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  under  date  of  the  4th  instant 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  Portuguese  vessel,  ^'  Especsdadar^  fixun 
Liverpool,  was  detained  by  the  Custom-house  Authorities. 

I  have  now  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  Brazilian  Government  has  sent 
Instructions  to  the  Custom-house  not  to  levy  any  duty  on  the  cargo  of  that  vessel, 
but  to  allow  her  departing  in  conformity  to  the  entry  of "  Franyuia,^^  vfiddi 
exonerates  vessels  merely  touching  at  a  Brazilian  Port  from  any  duty  on  the  cargo. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul. 
Tfie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  98. 

Mr.  Hesketh  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  November  22.) 

Mt  Lord,-  ConsuTs  Officcy  Rio  de  Janeiro,  28«A  August^  IB37. 

In  reference  to  the  Despatch  of  this  Series,  dated  14th  instant,  I  have 
the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that  the  Portuguese  vessel,  ^'  Especfuladar,** 
which  arrived  from  Liverpool,  is  still  detained. 

The  Custom-house  Authorities  now  require,  that  a  duty  of  16^  per  cent,  on  the 
value  of  that  vessel's  cargo,  should  be  deposited,  as  the  manifest  from  LiveqMMd 
declares,  that  the  vessel  is  bound  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  a  market. in  JBrazil,  against 
which  deposit  the  Owners  of  the  cargo  are  now  petitioning. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH, 

Her  Britanmc  Mcfjjesty's  Cumsul. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  99. 
Mr.  Hesketh  to  Visc^nt  Palmerston. — (Received  November  15.) 
My  Lord,  ConsuTs  Office,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  lAih  Sept.  1837. 

I  HAVE  now  the  honour  to  announce  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  Custom- 
house Authorities  have  finally  decided  the  case  of  the  cargo  on  board  of  the  Portu- 
guese vessel "  Especulador.'* 

A  re-exportation  duty,  amounting  altogether  to  3J  per  cent  on  the  tariff  value  of 
the  said  cargo,  has  been  levied.  The  vessel  is  clearing  out  for  Monte  Video^  and 
bond  is  to  be  given  that  the  cargo  will  be  landed  at  that  port. 
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Messrs.  Durham^  Price^  and  Company,  British  merchants  in  this  city,  who  are 
the  consignees  of  the  cargo,  have  to-day  protested  at  this  Consulate  against  the 
exaction  of  the  above-stated  duty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul. 
The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  6.C.B. 
Sfc.  ^c.  Sfc. 


No.  100. 
Mr.  Watts^to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Reeeioed  November  15.) 

My  Ijosd^  British  Consulate,  Pemambuco,  23d  Sept.  18B7. 

Hkr  Majesty's  packet, ''  Pandora,"  which  arrived  at  this  port  on  the  1 1th  o^ 
this  month,  hrought  to  me  your  Lordship's  Circular  Despatcn,  marked  ^'  Siwe 
Trade/'  of  the  loth  of  August  last,  with  Copies  of  Papers,  marked  A.  and  B., 
relating  to  tbe  Slave  Trade,  which  had  been  presented,  by  Her  Majesty's  Commaod^ 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

I  have  derived  much  useful  information  from  these  Papers  on  the  important 
subject  to  which  they  relate,  and  they  are  deposited  among  the  archiFOS.  of  this 
Consulfidae. 

I  hwe,  &a. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  WATTS, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul. 
The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  101. 
Mr.  Hesketh  to  Viscount  Palmerston,— ^Received  November  28.) 

My  Lojud^  CohsuTs  qffiee,,Bia  de  Jameiro^  Wth  Oetober,  1^7. 

I  HAW  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Circular,  marked^ 
"  Slave  Trade,"  dated  July  15th,  1837,  together  with  a  Copy  of  Papers,  marked' 
Ai  aad.  B.,  relating  to  theShMFO^  Trade,  and  vidiioh  were  on  that  day*  presented  by 
Her  Majesty^s  Command,  to  both  Sbuses  of  Parliament. 

Ihave^  &&. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  HESKETH, 

Her  Britanme  Majesty's  Cmimli 
The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Pabnerston,  G.CB. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 
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FRANCE. 


No.  102. 
Earl  Granville  to  Viscount  Palmerston,— {Received  January  19.) 

My  Lord,  Paris^  IQth  January,  188?.    i  - 

With  reference  to  your  Lordship's  Despatches  of  the  Slave  Ttade  sedeiT 
of  last  year,  of  the  31st  of  Ootober,  and  the  27th  of  December,  1887,  rdatlng 
to  the  prepared  Draft  of  a  Treaty  between  the  five  Great  Powers,  for  thfe;  aitire 
suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  which  had  been  snbraHted  to  the  Frertch  Gdveri»-  '• 
ment  in  May  last^  and  \thich  subject  youf  Lordship  directed  me  to  btih^^ag^  ' 
to  the  notice  of  this  Government,  I  have  now  the  honotif  tri  encloisift  thd  Co^y  6f 
a  Note,  which  I  have  received  from  the  Comte  Mole,  who,  I  regret  to  find,  has 
from  uaforeseert  circumstances  been  onable  as  yet  to  take  the  orders  of  His  Mmiesty. 
the  King  of  the  French  upon  the  matter.  ^ .      .xr  •» 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GRANVILLE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmer ston,  G.CB. 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  102. 

Count  Mole  to  Earl  Granville. 

M.  L'Ambassadeur,  Paris^  lelb  Janvier^  1837.    \ 

J 'at  re^u  la  Note  que  votre  Excellence  m'a  fait  Thonneur  de  m'adresser,  le  2  de  cemois,  et  par 
laquelle  elle  me  rappelle  les  pnk^dentes  communications  qu'elle  m'avait  faites  par  ordre  de  sa  Coor, 
tiu  sujet  de  la  nt^gociation  d'un  Trait<^  g<^nt^ral  sur  la  repression  du  traffic  des  noirs  entre  les  cinq  Grandes 
Puissances. 

Des  circonstances  independantes  de  ma  volont^  m'ont  seules  emp^chtl  de  donner  suite  jusqv'k  pnSsent 
aux  ouvertures  que  votre  Excellence  m'avait  transmises  au  nom  du  Gouvemement  de  Sa  Majesty 
Britannique,  mais  je  me  propose  de  prendre  tr^s  prochainement  k  cet  <^rd  les  ordres  du  Roi,  et  je 
m'empresserai  d'informer  votre  Excellence  des  intentions  de  Sa  Majest<$. 

kgiiez,  &c. 
A  Son  Excellence  Earl  Granville  y  (Sign^  MOLE. 

4-c.  4-c.  " 


(Translation.) 

M.  L'Ambassaoeur,  '  Paris^  Ibth  January,  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  the  Note  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honour  to  address  to  me  on  the 
2d  of  this  month,  and  by  which  your  Excellency  reminds  me  of  the  preceding  communications  which 
you  had  made  to  me  by  order  of  your  Court,  on  the  subject  of  the  negotiations  of  a  General  Treaty 
between  the  five  Great  Powers  on  the  Repression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Circumstances,  over  which  I  have  no  control,  have  alone  prevented  me  from  acting  upon  the  over- 
tures which  your  Excellency  had  transmitted  to  me,  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty ;  but  I  propose,  at  an  early  opportunity,  to  take  the  King's  orders  on  the  subject,  and  I  will 
hasten  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  intention  of  His  Majesty. 

Accept,  &c 
HU  Excellency  Lord  Granville,  G.  C.  B.  (Signed)  MOLE. 

Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


No.  103. 
Earl  Granville  to  Viscount  Palmer ston. — {Received  June  11.) 

My  Lord,  Paris,  Qth  June,  1837. 

In  the  debate  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  on  the  Budget  of  the  Marine 
and  Colonies,  M.  Tracy,  who  has  frequently  advocated  with  much  zeal  the  Aboli- 
tion of  Slavery  in  the  French  Colonies,  took  occasion  on  Tuesday  last  to  address 
some  questions  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  on  that  question. 
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Admiral  Rosamel,  in  reply,  stated,  that  the  number  of  slaves  in  the  different 
Colonial  possessions  of  France  amounted  to  271,550,  and  having  observed  that,  if 
an  indemnity  were  granted  to  the  proprietors  at  the  same  rate  as  that  which  was 
paid  by  the  British  Government  for  that  object,  the  sum  req^uired  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves  would  not  be  less  than  271,000,000  of  Irancs,  he  put  it  to  the 
Chamber  whether  it  would  be  disposed  to  raise  so  large  a  sum  for  the  immediate 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  declared  that  he  for  one  would  never  call  upon  the 
Chamber  for  a  vote  of  so  enormous  an  amount. 

He  also  stated  that,  according  to  the  information  he  had  received  in  regard  to  the 
Emancipation  of  the  Slaves  in  the  British  Colonies,  the  result  of  that  measure  had 
been  far  from  satisfactory.  At  a  later  period  of  the  debate,  the  President  of  the 
Council  having  entered  the  Chamber,  M.  Passy  addressed  to  that  Minister  the 
same  question  which  had  been  put  by  M.  Tracy  to  his  colleague  of  the  Marine 
Department ;  I  enclose  the  report  in  the  Moniteur  of  Count  Mol6*s  answer ;  your 
Lordship  will  observe  that,  altnough  the  Minister  declares  that  his  opinion  is  on  the 
whole  in  favour  of  Emancipation,  he  avoids  giving  any  pledge  that  the  Government 
will  bring  forward  a  measure  for  carrjring  it  into  effect ;  his  cautious  lan^age 
appeared  to  meet  vnth  very  general  approlMition,  and  I  fear  there  is  little  chance 
of  the  Government  bein^  stmiulated  by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  or  by  public 
opinion  in  France,  to  alxuish  slavery  in  the  French  Colonies. 

I  have,  &c. 


The  Right  Han.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G 
S[c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Signed)  GRANVILLE. 
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BENMARK. 


No.  104. 
Sir  H.  TV.  W.  Wyrme  to  Phcount  Pabner^ton. — ^Received  May  26.) 

My  Lord^  Copenhageny^U*  May,  1837. 

In  a  late  interview  with  M .  de  Kirabbe,  his  Excellency  put  into  my  hands 
Ae  enclosed  Copies  of  a  Correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  Gieneral 
V.  Scholten  ana  the  lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Virgin  Islands.  AlUiough  this 
Correspondence  has  already  probably  been  communicated  to  the  Colonial  Office, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  transmit  it  to  your  Lordship,  as  a  gratifying  proof  of  the 
fi^eneral  good  intelligence,  existing  between  the  British  and  Danish  Authorities  in 
tnat  quarter,  and  more  particularly  of  the  attention  paid  by  Greneral  V.  Scholten 
to  suppress  the  unlawful  sale  of  British  Negro  Apprentices,  a  practice  which  had 
given  cause  for  complaints. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  W.  WILLIAM  WYNNE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  PaJmerstofiy  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  104. 


*       Oovemor  Scholten  to  Lieutenant-Qovemor  Light. 

Govemment'Cteneral  of  the  Danish  West  India  Isiandt, 

Sir,  St,  Croix,  Itt  May,  1837. 

Your  Excellency  will  permit  me  hereby  to  oflRer  you  my  best  thanks  and  sincere  acknowledge 
ment  of  the  friendly  disposition  evinced  by  yonr  kind  aooeptance  of  the  ioTitation  which  I  took  the 
liberty  of  addressing  to  you,  verbally,  through  Captain  Kienifi;  not  having  then  the  honour  of  your 
personal  acquaintance,  afibrded  since  by  your  but  too  short  visit  to  this  Idand. 

Under  the  present  critical  and  very  often  much-implicated  relations,  it  cannot  but  be  hig^j  satis- 
fiictory  to  me  to  have  had  that  opportunity  of  personally  convincing  myself  of  ^e  sincere  feelings 
entertained  by  your  Excellency  for  the  preservation  of  the  hitherto-existing,  and,  for  both  parties, 
equally  advantageous  good  neighbourship  between  Tortola  and  these  Islands.  I  consider  it  my  dnty, 
on  this  occasion,  to  express  my  high  sense  and  sincere  acknowledgment  of  the  judicious  proceedings 
and  fair  principles  by  which  the  Honourable  President  of  that  Island  has  hithertoo  succeeded  in  esta- 
blishing for  himself  so  just  a  claim  upon  the  regard  and  confidence  of  this  Government,  even  where 
the  duties  of  his  situation  have  obliged  him  to  act  contrary  to  what  appeared  equitable  and  connstent 
with  the  interest  of  both  parties. 

The  best  proof  of  the  above  is  the  fact  that  few  or  no  negroes  have  of  late  absconded  from  these 
Islands  to  Tortola,  although  it  is  well  known  to  them  that  no  consideration  of  the  right  of  property  of 
friendly  neighbours,  or  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Government  towards  English  subjects  in  similar 
cases,  can  atfect  their  being  given  up  from  thence. 

Tour  Excellency  will  by  this  time,  no  doubt,  have  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  that  such  run- 
aways have  generally  not  had  any  motives  of  bad  treatment  for  leaving  their  home,  but  have  been 
induced  to  this,  partly  by  the  hope  of  escaping  altogether  from  work,  and  partly  from  fear  of  the  laws, 
on  account  of  more  or  less  serious  offences  committed  against  the  rame,  that  hardly  any  respectable 
negproe  has  ever  been  known  to  attempt  such  course,  and  that  many  runaways  have,  finom  free-will, 
repented  and  returned  home,  seems  a  strong  indication  of  the  real  state  of  things.  Considering  the 
character  and  morals,  in  general,  of  those  who  still  remain  away,  I  should  not  count  their  absence  as 
a  loss  to  these  Colonies  if  they  entirely  left  the  neighbourhood  and  broke  all  connexions  with  those  they 
have  left  behind.  The  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  present  runaway  system  lies,  for  us,  and 
still  more  for  Tortola  itself*  in  the  growing  assemblage  of  idle,  demoralized,  and  unprincipled  vaga> 
bonds,  within  a  swim  of  our  coast,  and  upon  an  Island  but  thinly  populated  and  sparingly  provided 
with  internal  means  for  maintaining  the  public  security  and  order.  With  these  views  and  sentiments, 
I  was,  as  your  Excellency  may  conceive,  much  surprised  and  alarmed  at  learning  that  the  above-men- 
tioned runaways,  now  in  Tortola,  had  been  released  from  confinement  and  put  in  perfect  liberty  there. 

Your  Excellency's  very  short  visit,  and  my  sincere  wish  t#  make  the  same  as  pleasant  as  circum- 
stances would  permit  of,  made  me  abstain  from  all  discussion  upon  that  subject,  which  I  feared  mi^it 
interrupt  the  enjoyment  I  so  anxiously  desired  to  afford  you.  But,  for  the  safety  of  these  Colonies, 
and  for  the  undoubted  welfare  and  interest  of  both  parties,  I  now  entreat  your  Excellency  to  use  all 
the  power  and  influence  at  your  disposal  for  securing  us  against  the  natural  and  inevitable  consequences 
of  establishing  an  open  and  undisguised  encouragement,  or  at  least  temptation,  for  the  negroes  of  these 
Islands  to  quit  their  homes,  in  hopes,  either  of  leading  an  easier  and  idle  life,  or  of  planning  mischief 
at  the  same  time  against  their  old  masters  and  their  apparent  new  friends.  I  need  not  point  out  to 
your  Excellency  the  ruinous  consequences,  in  particular  for  Tortola,  of  an  interrupted  intercourse  with 
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St.  Thomas's  and  St  John's ;  and  still  this  Would,  in  case  of  events  which  I  sincerely  hope  never  to  see 
realized,  be  our  only  protection  against  the  approaching  danger.  In  the  fullest  reliance  upon  the  just 
principles  and  amicable  dispoaltion,  of  whidi  ^o«ir  Excellency's  perscmal  aequointance  has  given  me  the 
higlieetopuiioii,  I  thus  leave  this  important  consideration  to  your  Excellency's  experienced  discernment 
and  decision. 

I  am  happy,  in  dosing  this,  to  inibrm  yobr  Excellency,  that  ihe  vigihmt  and  zealous  eieHions  of 
the  police  of  St.  Thomas  has  been  able  to  discover  the  revolting  crime  committed  by  an  Buj^ish  sub- 
ject, Mr.  White,  from  the  Island  of  St.  Cliri[ilo|ftiel','1n  eeHin^  as  a  slave,  to  a  resident  of  St.  Thomas, 
afree  boy,  Joseph  Burgundy,  brought  down  by  him  from  the  said  Island  in  the  sloop  '^Phoenk.*' 
After  an  Motive  and  dose  search  Uie  ctdprit  has  been  apprehended,  and  T  avail  my^If  of  the  fortunate 
elrciimstance  of  yom*  Excellency's  presence  Itt  tttfs  "neigfabouriiood,  to  request  the  communication  c^ 
your  wishes  respecting  the  place  and  tltne  fbr  surrendering  the  offender  as  well  as  the  boy  to  your 
hands,  along  witti  the  legal  InveAtigtttlonand  proofe  respecting  the  transaction. 

As  soon  as  I  learn  your  Excellency's  wishes  6n  the  subject,!  sball  be  happy  to  aJSbrd  yoti  all  assist- 
Itfiee  in  my  power  towards  their  eMCUiion,  hoping  diat  vcmr  Excellency  will  hA  persHa^  of  the  sin- 
eeie  desire  of  this  6k>vemment  fbr  the  suppression  of  all  real  abuses,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
pablicorder  of  ^e  lawfbl  rights  of  every  individilal  under  its  prdtection,  without  regard  to  thel^  Nation 
or  (oigin. 

1  have,  ftc. 

Bl$  BtcM^tney  TIemy  LigfU,  Eiq.,  (Signed)  T.  V.  SCHOLTEN, 

LkfiUenam^Oovemthr  ^fAnHgua^  Major^OmfSral  <tnd  Odtemor^Oen^rtd  bf(he 

4rc.        8fc.        8fc.  DttnMiWeitlmiia  Islands. 

SeMnd  EneloBare  in  No.  104. 

Lieuknant-  Governor  TJf^ht  to  Governor  Seholten. 

Sut,  Vfrgm  Itlatids^  Tortola^  9d  Mutrcf^  1887. 

I  HAYB  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  Despatch  of  the  -Ist  instant,  and  beg  to 
assure  you  that  the  statements  eofltaitied  therein  have  alr^y  occupied  my  serious  attention.  Tour 
Excellency's  opinion  of  my  ,good  disposition  to  preserve  the  friendly  intercourse  between  the  Danish 
and  British  VT^t  fndla  Islands  will,  I  trust,  not  be  changed.  I  had  the  honour  of  informing  your 
Excellency  verbally  that  the  13  refugees  from  your  Islands  had  been  committed  to  prison  in  an  infor- 
mal manner ;  that  on  consulting  with  the  Privy  Council  of  this  Island  on  the  nature  of  their  confine- 
ment, which  it  was  my  duty  to  do,  the  Chief  Justice  stated  the  nature  of  the  informality,  and  that  he 
could  not  refuse  to  give  the  prisoners  their  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

It  was  recommended  that  as  they  had  been  imprisoned  by  the  executive,  it  would  be  more  judidous 
that  they  should  be  released  by  the  executive,  and  that  afterwards  they  should  be  proceeded  against  ac- 
cording to  law ;  the  order  was  given  to  that  effect,  but  this  was  mistaken  by  the  magistrate  as  an  order 
for  a  general  release  on  finding  security.  They  are  still  subject  to  the  force  of  the  Vagrant  Act,  and 
will  be  sent  out  of  the  Island  by  force,  if  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  they  are  found  here,  and  they  will 
not  be  permitted  to  g^  to  any  of  the  Islands  of  this  Government 

I  have  given  directions  to  the  Crown  Officer  to  proceed  against  them,  and  you  may  be  assured  that 
the  measure  adopted  will  at  once  check  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  slaves  from  the  Danish  Islands  to 
land  in  them,  of  which  Tortola  is  the  chidl 

This  explanation  will,  I  trust,  avert  the  disagreeable  necessity  to  wbich  your  Excellency  alludes,  of 
preventing  the  intercourse  between  the  Danish  and  British  neighbouring  Islands. 

I  have  to  return  your  Excellency  my  acknowledgments  for  the  prompt  measures  you  have  adopted, 
with  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  boy,  Joseph  Burgundy,  by  a  British  subject 

This  traneaction  had  pever  been  reported  to  me.  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  again  communicating 
with  you,  when  I  have  fixed  on  the  mode  and  time  of  receiving  the  criminal  and  the  boy  from  the 
Danish  Authorities. 

I  shall  transmit  a  Copy  of  your  Excellency's  Deq>atch  and  my  reply  to  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government. 

{ "tittve,  Ac. 
(Signed)  HENRY  UGUT, 

HU  Excellency  General  V  Seholten.  lAeuUnani- Governor  of  Antigua. 

Sfc.  8fc. 
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Governor  Seholten  to  UeutenarU'Govemor  Light. 

Government-General  of  the  District 
fFest  India  Islands^ 

Sib,  St.  Croix^  I9th  March,  1887. 

Tour  Excellency's  esteemed  answer  of  the  3d  instant  to  my  Despatch  of  1st  instant  has  been  a 
new  proof  to  this  Government  of  the  just  principles  and  energetic  character,  which  the  honour  of  your 
personal  acquaintance  had  afibrded  me  an  opportunity  of  knowing  and  appreciating. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  the  measures  preparing,  with  regard  to  the  foreign  runaway  negroes  in  the 
Islands  under  your  Excellency's  command,  may  prove  successful  in  conserving  and  insuring  for  both 
parties  the  advantages  of  a  reciprocated  confidence  and  good  understanding. 

Witb  this  view  I  shall  permit  myself  to  fivnish  your  Excellency  with  a  list  of  all  the  runaway  negroes 
from  these  Islands,  now  supposed  to  be  in  Tortola,  or  other  Islands  under  your  command. 

In  reference  to  my  last  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  by  the  present  the  public  Acts  and  Documents 
concerning  the  case  of  George  White,  requesthig  your  Excellency,  when  you  shall  have  made  yourself 
acquainted  with  its  circumstances,  to  inform  me  where  and  when  you  will  be  prepared  to  receive  the 
said  G.  White,  as  well  as  the  boy,  Joseph  Burgundy,  whom  I  shall  then  cause  to  be  delivered  according 
to  your  directions. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
His  Excellenof  Henry  Light,  Esq.  (Signed)  P.  V.  SCHOLTEN, 

Lteutenant'Uovemor  of  Antigua,  Major^General  and  Govemor-'General  of  the 

^c.        8fc.        ofc.  Danish  West  India  Islands. 
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FoOrdi  Endorare  in  No.  104. 
LiemiauaU'Craoermor  Ligkt  io  Ocnrmor  Sdkclien. 

81%  nrgimIdamdM^TMda^lAdkMarek,lS37. 

I  HID  ike  hoaoar  of  reeehrnig  jemt  Ei«nfofy*«  ComMuoUimef  the  9ili  insiaiit  00  Sanday 
CYeno^t  too  ble  to  be  able  to  reply  to  it  immediitdy.  On  showing  tbe  Docameats  conaccted  with 
llie  Mie  of  tbe  apprentice  Borgnady  to  tbe  Crown  Officer,  Mr.  Lloyd,  to  obtain  his  opinion  as  to  the 
sofficieBcy  of  the  eridence  to  conrict  the  criminal,  he  recommended  thai  the  witnesses  to  the  Bill  of 
Sale  should  be  sworn  to  tbe  hand-wiiting,  and  a  Certificate  by  a  notary-poblic  attached  to  that  efiecC 
OB  the  BiU  of  Sale,  wbsdi  would  then  be  taken  as  evidence  in  the  Criminal  Court ;  otherwise  great 
delay  would  be  occasioned  tbe  condemnation.  I  haye,  therefore,  taken  the  liberty  of  retumii^  that 
part  of  the  eridence  to  which  the  Bill  o€  Sole  is  attacbed,  and  rcqoest  your  ExceUeacy  will  liaTe  the 
goodness  to  order  the  addition  required  to  be  made. 

Being  without  an j  police  force,  or  means  of  securing  the  prisoner  White,  and  his  passage  to  St 
Christopher's,  where  hie  most  be  tried,  I  know  not  yet  how  to  reply  to  that  psirt  of  your  Excellency's 
Despatch  touching  his  deitfcry.  I  cannot  possibly  leave  this  island  under  a  i^ek,  and  perhaps 
longer;  it  will  enable  me  to  recenre  a  further  communication  oo  the  subject  from  yourself  or  to  again 
luive  the  honour  of  addressing  you.  The  proo6  your  Excellency  has  given  of  the  coidial  d^spo^Hkm 
both  in  yourself  and  the  Danish  Authorities  towards  tbe  British  nation,  in  other  inslaaces  as  well  as 
the  present  one.  demand  my  most  sincere  ackuowledgmenis.  I  shall  not  fail  to  menfion  my  sense  of 
tfab  disposition  in  my  Official  Despatches. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  your  Excellency  that  a  Prodamation  will  this  morning  be  isaaed* 
eafiiag  on  the  proper  Antboriucs  to  put  in  force  immodiatrfy  the  provisions  of  the  Vagrant  Act  against 
vffiigees  of  every  description  in  every  one  of  the  Yiigin  Islands.  The  13  lately  released,  with  many 
others,  will  be  again  imprisoned,  and  sent  to  hard  labour.  I  have  no  doubt  this  wilt  pat  an  enUhe 
stop  to  all  desertion,  and  ftrust  be  a  satis&ctory  proof  that  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part  ai  tho 
Brtttsfa  Authorities  to  countenauot  such  misconduct, 

I  have*  ftc 
Bis  Excellency  General  V.  ScAoUen,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT, 

^c  Sfc.  ^.  jJeuUnanl'Govemor  Adm,  Gov.  Leeward  Islandt, 
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HANSE  TOWNS. 


No,  105. 

Mf.  Canning  to  Viseount  Palmerston.'^^Received  June  17.) 

(Extract.)  Hamburgh,  13th  June,  1837. 

In  reference  to  my  various  Despatches^  marked  **  Slave  Trade,'*  and  in 
conformity  with  the  Instriidions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch^  '^  Slave 
TVade/'  dated  29th  of  November  last»  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your 
Lord8hip>  that,  in  concurrence  with  the  French  Charge  d' Affaires,  the  Baron 
Lasalle,  I  have  concluded  with  the  Senates  of  the  Hanse  Towns  a  Treaty  of 
Accession  to  the  Conventions  between  His  Majesty  and  the  King  of  the  French 
for  the  suppression  of  the  African  Slave  Trade ;  and,  having  signed  the  same  ia 
virtue  of  His  Majesty's  full  power  intrusted  to  me  for  that  purpose,  I  have  the 
honour  to  transmit  it  herewith  for  His  Majesty's  gracious  ratification. 

■   -    idr   -      - 

;o  (     ^ 
passed  at  Bremen,  Hamburgh,  and  LubeclE,  to  prohibit 
although  the  same>  with  Translations,^  have  been  already  transmitted  in  former 
Despatches. 

*  See  Enclosures  in  No.  186,  p.  125,  of  Class  B.  of  1886. 


Accompanying  the  Treaty  will  be  found  Copies  of  the  full  powers  of  the  French 
and  Hanse  Town  Plenipotentiaries :  also  Copies  of  the  Laws  which  have  been 
passed  at  Bremen,  Hamburgh,  and  Lubeck,  to  prohibit  the  traffic  in  slaves, 


No.  106. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Canning. 
Sib,  Foreign  Office,  3rd  August,  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  the  .Queen's  Ratification  of  the  Convention^ 
signed  by  you  at  Hamburgh  on  the  9th  of  June  last,  in  conjunction  with  the  Baron 
Lasalle  and  M.  Sievcking,  and  containuig  the  accession  of  the  Hans  Towns  to  2' 
Conventions^  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  France  on  the  30th  November,. 
1831^  and  22d  March,  1833,  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the  traffic  in. 
slaves.  You  will  exchange  Her  Majesty*s  Ratification  against  a  similar  instru- 
ment, ratified  by  the  Senates  of  the  Hans  Towns. 

I  also  transmit  a  Certificate,  to  be  signed  by  you  and  the  Hanseatic  Plenipo- 
tentiary on  the  exchange  of  the  Ratifications,  which  Certificate  you  will  return  to 
me,  at  the  same  time  that  you  forward  the  Hanseatic  Ratification. 

I  am,  &c. 
To  Henri/  Canning,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON.. 

8fc.  ^c. 


No.  107. 
Mr.  Canning  to  Viscount  Palmerston.— ^Recetved  September  15.) 
My  Lord,  Hamburgh,  I2th  September,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that  I  have  exchanged 
against  a  similar  Instrument^  ratified  by  the  Senates  of  the  Hans  Towns,  the 
Queen's  Ratification  of  the  Convention,  signed  at  Hamburgh  on  the  9th  of  June, 
containinfi^  the  Accession  of  the  Hans  Towns  to  Two  Conventions  concluded  between 
Great  Bntain  and  France  on  the  30th  November,  1831^  and  22d  March,  1833,  for 
the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the  traffic  in  slaves ;  and  I  transmit  the  Ratifica- 
tions, signed  by  the  Senates  of  the  Hans  Towns,  herewith. 
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I  transmit  also  the  Certificate,  signed  by  the  Hanseatic  Plenipotentiary  and 
myself,  on  the  exchange  of  the  Ratifications,  transmitted  in  your  Lordship's  Des- 
patch^ ''  Slave  Trade, '  dated  3d  August  last,  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  &C 
(Signed)  HENRY  CANNING. 

The  Right  Hon.  VUcount  Paimerston,  G.C.B> 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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PRUSSIA. 


No.  108. 
Lord  WUUatn  Russell  to  Ftscount  Palmerston. — (Received  February  21.) 

Mt  Lord,  BerRn,  llth  Febnuiry,  1837. 

I  HJkyi  tiie  honour  to  send  yoa  here^itb'the  Copy  of  a  Note^  which  I  hate 
reoaived  fix)ni  Monoev  Andllon,  and  in  which  his  Excellaicy  announces^  that  he 
has,  in  compliance  with  the  mekt  1  had  expressed  to  him,  caused  the  insertion  in 
the  Prussian  State  Gazette  of  the  Deoree^  transmitted  to  me  in  your  Lordship'a 
Circular  of  the  27th  ultimo^  for  the  suppres^on  of  the  Slave  Trade  throughout,  the 
Portuguese  domimons« 

I  have,  &c. 


The  Right  Han.  Viscount  Pahnerston 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


(Signed)  WILUAM  RUSSELL. 

,  G.C.B. 


Enclosure  in  108. 
(TranslatioD.)  M.  AncilUm  to  Lord  Wittiam  Ru$$eU. 

Mt  Lord,  Berlin^  lOth  February^  1837. 

In  confonnity  with  the  wish  which  you  signified  to  me  in  your  Letter  of  the  8th  of  this  month, 
I  hate  not  hesitated  to  cause  to  be  inserted  in  the  State  Gazette  the  Decree  concerning  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave  Trade  in  Portugal,  which  you  sent  to  me  for  that  purpose. 

In  transmitting  to  you,  my  Lord,  this  Document,  and  adding  thereto  the  sheet  of  the  said  Gazette 
in  which  the  Decree  in  question  is  printed,  I  have  the  honour  to  repeat  to  you  the  expression,  &c. 

(Signed)  ANCILLON. 

Tke  Lord  JVUliam  Russell, 
4rc       ^.        8^. 
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RUSSIA. 


No;  109. 
Earl  of  Durham  to  yUeount  Palmerston.'^Received  March  14.) 

Mr  Lord,  St.  Petersburgh,  Ut  March,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honoar  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordsbip's  Oespatcb, 
marked  *' Slave  Trade  Circular/*  of  January  27,  containing  the  Translation  of  a 
Decree,  issued  at  Lisbon  in  December  last,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
throughout  the  Portuguese  dominions. 

I  have,  &e. 
(Signed)  DURHAM. 

The  Right  Hon.  VUcount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
^c.  S^c.  .  Sfc. 
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SARDINIA. 


No.  110. 
Sir  A.  Foster  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (^Received  February  3.) 

My  Lord,  Turin,  27th  January,  1837. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  in  due  course  your  Lordship's  Despatch, 
marked  "Slave  Trade,"  dated  the  15th  ultimo,  transmitting  the  Extract  of  a  Letter, 
which  a  merchant  of  London  had  received  from  Genoa,  stating  that  a  fast  sailing 
vessel  was  fitting  out  at  that  port  for  the  Slave  Trade,  and  directing  me  to  bring 
the  -fact  to  the  notice  of  the  Sardinian  Government,  as  well  as  to  request,  that 
positive  orders  might  be  given  to^  the  Authorities  at  Genoa  lor  the  prevention  of 
such  proceedings  in  the  Sardinian  ports.  Your  Lordship,  at  the  same  time,  trans- 
mitted to  me,  under  flying  seal,  a  Despatch,  which  you  had  addressed  on  the  same 
subject  to  His  Majesty's  Consul  at  Genoa,  which  I  immediately  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Sterling,  at  the  same  time  recommending  him  to  take  every  pains  to  ascertain  the 
particular  facts  of  the  Case. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  the  Reply,  that  I  have 
received  from  His  Majesty's  Consul,  by  which  you  will  see,  that  the  story  cannot 
be  traced  by  him  to  any  foundation  in  fact ;  and  I  have  also  to  transmit  to  you  a 
Letter  from  the  Sardinian  Secretary  of  State,  denying  the  allegation  of  the  mer- 
chant altogether.  It  is  very  possible,  however,  that  the  latter  individual  may  have 
mistaken  for  a  slave-ship  a  two-masted  vessel,  which  was  fitted  out  to  carry  about 
200  Ligurian  husbandmen,  and  did  sail  early  last  November  to  the  Coast  of 
Brazil,  as  I  have  learnt  from  M.  Drummond,  the  Brazilian  Minister,  who  added 
that  the  said  vessel  was  to  be  followed  by  another  bound  for  St.  Catherina,  it 
being,  as  he  asserts,  admitted  in  Brazil  that  the  bounden  labour  of  free  men,  for  a 
term  of  12  years,  to  be  followed  bv  a  division  amonc^  them  of  half  the  estate,  is 
more  productive  than  the  labour  of  slaves,  which,  as  he  says,  gives  but  3  per  cent. 
of  net  profit. 

M.  Drummond  also  informed  me  of  a  vessel  preparing  at  Genoa  to  carry  LOO 
Spanish  monks  out  to  Chili. 

Should  your  Lordship  wish  any  further  inquiry  to  be  made  upon  the  subject  of 
the  reported  slave-vessel,  it  WUUld  muchiielp"Tt;ifttTe-London  merchant  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  give  his  authority  for  the  assertion  he  has  made,  or,  at  least,  the 
name  of  the  ship,  or  some  clue  to  lead  to  its  detection. 

Meanwhile,  your  Lordship  will  see  from  Count  Solar's  Note  to  me,  that  the  most 
satisfactory  orders  have  been  given,  to  prevent  any  such  abuse  in  the  ports  of  His 
Sardinian  Majesty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  FOSTER. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
^c.  8fc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  110. 

Mr.  Sterling  to  Sir  A  Foster. 

Sir,  British  Consulate,  Genoa,  2lst  January,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  23d  December  last, 
enclosinp:  Lord  Palmerston's  Despatch  relative  to  the  information  given  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
that  a  fast-sailing  vessel  was  fitting  out  at  Genoa  for  the  Slave  Trade. 

On  receiving  your  Communication  I  immediately  inquired  whether  the  fact  alluded  to  did  exist ; 
and  the  result  of  my  investigations  was,  that  the  information  given  by  the  anonymous  merchant  is 
groundless. 

Not  satisfied  with  my  own  inquiries.  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  write  upon  the  subject  to  the  Consul 
of  Marine  here,  and  by  his  answer  to  my  Letter  the  assertion  is  fully  contradicted. 
The  Right  Hon,  Sir  A.  Foster,  (Signed)  T.  STERLING. 

fyc.        8fc.        Sfc. 
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Second  Enclosure  in  No.  1 10, 

Count  Solar  to  Sir  A.  Foder. 
(Translation.)  Turin^  hih  Jamuxfy^  lSd7, 

The  Undersigned,  First  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  hastens  to  communicate  to  Sir  A* 
Foster,  &c.,  according  to  his  desire,  the  details  which  Imve  heen  recently  transmitted  to  him  by  his 
Excellency  the  Admiral  on  the  subject  of  the  vessel  in  the  port  of  Genoa,  which  it  was  believed  was 
destined  for  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  Admiral  has,  in  the  first  place,  perfectly  satisfied  himfelf  that  no  vessel  has  left,  or  is  about  to 
leave,  Genoa,  or  any  other  port  in  the  States  of  the  King,  whose  interior  fitting,  equipment,  or  pecu- 
liar stores  gives  ground  to  supposing  to  be  destined  for  the  Slave  Trade.  As  to  the  mode  of  con- 
struction, which  has  led  to  the  presumption  that  any  vessel  built  on  our  stocks  might  be  made  use  of 
for  this  illegal  commerce,  it  is  that  generally  adopted  by  the  proprietors  of  Genoese  vessels,  who 
prefer  sacrificing  something  in  the  stowage  of  their  craft  in  order  to  obtain  greater  celerity  in  the 
voyages. 

If  it  has  ever  happehed  that  a  vessel  built  on  Sardinian  stocks  has  been  bougkt  l^  foreigners,  and 
employed  in  the  Skve  Trade,  the  Grovernment  of  the  King  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  trade  in 
which  the  vessel  may  have  been  employed  from  the  instant  that  she  ceases  to  belong  to  his  royal  navy, 
and  to  bear  the  national  flag. 

The  Admiral  adds  to  these  explanations  that,  in  order  to  prevent,  as  much  as  posohle,  the  least 
infraction  of  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  for  the  repression  of  the  Slave  Trade  on  ihe  part  of  vesseb 
of  the  royal  navy,  he  intends  to  address  a  new  Circular  to  all  the  Consuls  of  Marine  in  fiis  Majesty^ 
Jxnrts,  to  command  them  to  ascertain  that  all  vessels  built  or  fitted  out  in  those  ports  Iwve  nothing  is 
tfieir  equipment,  fitting,  or  victualling  which  may  give  rae  to  a  aupposilion  that  she  is  destined  for 
any  other  than  an  authorized  commerce.  He  will,  at  the  same  time,  require  of  their  active  vigilance 
that,  should  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  vessel  could  leave  one  of  the  King's  ports  to  engage  im 
the  Slave  Trade,  they  should  immediately  stop  its  departuie,  and  gife  him  notice  of  it>«nttiout  dblay, 
in  order  that  he  may  take  the  meaAires  whidi  the  oarenmstanee  may  require. 

The  Undersigned,  Ac.  

The  Biakt  Bon.  Sir  A.  Foster,  (Signed)  SOLAR  DE  LA  MARGITERITE. 

^c.        8fc,        Sfc. 
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No.  111. 
Mr.  Temple  to  Ftswnnt  Ihilmerston. — {Received  Februofy  22.) 

(Extract)  Ni^s,  Qih  Febmmrtf,  1837. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  marked  *'  Slave  Trade/', 
«f  the  Slst  Decemb^  last,  I  immediately  called  upon  Priuce  Cassaeo^  and  eomnmnir 
eated  to  him  its  contents ;  and  I  have  since,  at  hi9  request,  given  him  a  Copy  of  it^ 
that  it  may  be  laid  before  His  Sicilian  Majesty. 

Prince  Cassaro  assured  me  that.  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples  was  very  far 
from  wisAiing  to  throfvir  any  obstacle  in  the  way  oi  the  suppression  df  the  Slave 
Trade,  but  on  the  contrary  felt  most  anxk>u»  for  its  complete  abolition,  and  that  it 
was  EGs  Majesty's  intention  to  enact  severe  laws  for  the  punishment  of  any  erf 
hifr  fiubjeets  who  mi^ht  be  engaged  in  this  odious  traffic.  He  informed  me,  that 
an  answer  to  the  IhkM^  add^sed  to  him  hy  myself  on  the  19th  of  October 
last,  and  by  the  French  Charge  d* Affaires,  had  been  drawn  up  and  would 
shortly  be  communicated  to  us,  and  he  intended  to  request  us  to  meet  him  after 
we  ahfiuld.  have  received  these  answers,  in  order  that  we  might  take  into  consider- 
ation the  obieetionff  which  am  thece  pointed  out  to  the  aceession  of  1hi»  GfOvem« 
ment  to  the  Treaty  between  England  and  France,  and  to  see  if  we  can  devise  any 
means  of  obviating  them.  He  mformed  me  at  the  same  time  that  he  had  not  yet 
neseived  any  authority  to  enter  into  negotiations  upon  the  subject. 

I  expressed  to  his  Excelleney  my  adknowledgments  for  the  communication  which 
fie  had  made  to  me,  and  the  satis&ction  which  my  Government  would  feel  at 
hearing  that  it  is  the  intention  of  His  Sicilian  Majesty  to  enact  Laws  for  the  punish^ 
ment  of  any  of  his  subjects  who  might  engage  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  observed  that  the  objections  which  he  auddueed  aroee  from  fears  whidi  I  was 
convinced  upon  consideration  would  prove  to  be  wholly  unfounded ;  that  hui  Excels 
leucgr might  &el  convinced  that  neither  England,  nor  any  of  the  other  Powers  who 
had  acceded  toc  the  Treaty,  would  have  agreed  to  stipulations  calculated  to  subject 
their  commef«e  t9  abuse  and  vexation.  I  added,  however,  that  I  waa  convinced 
that  my  Government  would  afford  with  pleasure  any  explanations  upon  the  sub- 
ject which  his  Excellency  might  wish  to  receive. 

i  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  a  Copy  of  the  Note  with  kg 
Translation,  address^  to  me  by  Prince  Cassaro  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  19th  of 
October,  which  I  haeve  now  received,  and  I  d^U  not  fiiil  to  acquaint  your  Lordship 
of  the  residt  of  the  mterview  which  Prince  Cassaro  has  proposed  t&  hvre  with 
Monsieur  de  Tallenay  and  myself  upon  the  subject. 


Enclosure  in  No.  111. 
Prince,  Ccusaro  ia  Mr.  Temple* 


NapoU,  SI  Germajo^  1837. 

iHvrrATo  il  Re  <kUe  Doa  Sicilie  ad  acoedore  alia  CosvenzuMie  aiipolaU  daU'  anno  18S1,  tra.la 
Qnift  BreltBfpim  e  la  Fianda  affin  di  ripnmtfe  la  vergognosa  tratta  de'  iiegri,kapiu  fiaie  Tolta  a  sen* 
mwB%  ratt«rsioiiesHa  per  oflservarelede  sua  parte  foBseri  in  cto  tatta  convemeBsa.  £  s'internava 
la  M*  Sk  m  tal  grave  diMUiiuia^  si  per  esserie  massimaBmitte  a  cuore  di  render  paghi  i  desiderii  de'  suoi 
Angneti  ADeatiy  co'  quali  h  iaiimainente  legala  eon  istieiti  vingdi  di  lei^  amicizia  e  di  oorrispondenza 
pwitttay  •  si  per  soddiefare  alia  Terace  indinazione  del  aoo  veal  animo  che  grandemente  aborre  ub 
Inffico,  il  qual  disooora  ootante  TuiiiaiMi  natura,  ed  h  contrado  affatto  alia  civiltk  delle  modema  na^ 
sioni.  Ma  fona  ^  cnafessare,  cbe  ponderate  con  tutta  matuntk  le  svariate  drcostanze,  che  niiuxo 
saga*  pod  doversi  aetere  a  calcolo  ove  trattHi  di  simigliantiopenoioBi,  sienai  queste  trovate  si  opposte 
alia  dbtnniidita  aeoesaoney  che  k  state  mestieri  al  Re  di  rinunziare  al  compimento  delle  sue  brame  di 
(iMMkf  esBO,  perqwrntoetadaaeadoperacotantodegna./  I^e  quali  circostanze  poasono  al 
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presente  tacersi,  essendo  state  in  piil  note  si  ampiamente  sviluppate,  che  nulla  lasciayano  a  desiderare, 
ed  erano  di  tal  fbrza,  che  non  ammettevano  replica  veruna.  Quitidi  h  che  mentre  dolevasi  il  Re  di  noa 
essere  in  grado  di  aggiugnere  i  suoi  sforzi  a  quelli  de'  suoi  August!  Alleati  in  un  opera  di  gloriosa, 
augurayasi  dalF  altra  parte  che  i  due  Gabinettidi  St.  James  e  delle  Tuilleries  penetrati  fosaero  della 
forza  degli  esposti  aiti  motiori,  e  convenissero  che  la  M.  S.  inducevad  ragionevolmenie  a  non  prealere 
Tadesione  sua,  o  questa  lutt'  al  piil  considerasseco  vana  e  di  veruna  utilitk.  Imperocch^,  come  si 
faceva  riflettere,  n^  la  real  marina  mercantile  spinge  le  sue  prode  insino  a  que*  remoti  paraggi,  ove 
I'obbrobrioso  mercato  suoi  farsi,  e  che  nella  convenzione  sono  distintamente  indicati,  ne  legn^  da 
guerra  possede  il  Ileal  Governo  in  tanta  copia,  che  ne  potesse  una  parte  alle  necessarie  crociere  destt^ 
nare,  ne'  colonic  tiene  di  sorte  alcuna,  ne'  Terario  pubblico  infine,  per  le  troppo  note  vicende  politiche 
esaurito  presenta  mezzi  alti  ad  intraprendere  alcuna  operazione,  oltre  quelle,  che  son  di  aasoluta  neces- 
sity pel  ben'  essere  di  questi  popoli,  la  cui  prosperity  fe  il  primo  pensiero  della  M.  S. 

Non  pertanto,  novelle  premure  essendo  state  fatte  al  Re,  da  parte  de'  due  anzi  detti  Gabtnetti,  la 
M.  S.  quantunque  posse  stata  convinta  della  giustezza  del  suo  nou  accedere,  pur  tuttana,  come  arden- 
tissima  h  la  sua  tramosia  di  veder  soddisfatti  i  desiderii  de'  due  contraltanti  Govemi,  cosi  ha  ordiualo  a 
suoi  Ministri,  con  tutta  maturity,  si  occupassero  di  tale  faccenda,  e  la  socoorressero  del  loro  consiglioy 
ove  la  cosa  alcun  lato  aucer  presentasse,  a  cui  poterse  appigliare,  o  se  le  accennate  ragioni  promeU 
tessero  alcuna  eccezione,  o  se  almeno,  gl'  interessede'  suddite  illesi  rimanessero  anche  per  una  accea- 
sione,  che  presterebbe  il  Re  di  semplice  nome,  e  senza  materiale  concerso,  al  che  eziendio  i  due  pre* 
lodati  Gabinetti  si  limitano.  £d  il  Ministero,  intomo  a  cio  gravemente  travagliandosi,  n^  alcuna 
cousiderazione  lasciando,  oltre  nell'  aver  conosciuto  validissimi  gli  argomenti,  che  inducone  la  M.  S.  a 
non  accedere,  ha  fuere  osservato  di  esservi  nell'  insieme  delle  istruzioni,  che  in  foreo  del  trattato  si 
danno  k  legni  incrociatori  element!  lati  da  ledere  grandemente  il  commercio  delle  Due  Sicilie,  quando 
anche  Taccessione  si  facesse  senza  cpoperazione  veruna.  Dappoich^  non  negando  in  generale  la 
debita  guistizia  alle  dette  istruzioni  come  mai  vi  possono  alcune  di  esse  non  riputar  veri  ostacoli  al 
commercio,  se  un  boccaporto  a  graticola,  che  ne'  legni  di  questa  marina  mercantile  ^  sovente  in  uao. 
se  poche  scodelle,  oltre  le  meramente  abbisognevoli,  se  qualche  botte  dli  pid,  che  presso  noi  soglionsi 
in  gran  numero  sovente  portare  ad  uso  di  date  specie  di  commercio,  se  qualche  brocca  sono  presi  ad 
indizi  d'illecito  traffico,  e  trascinano  i  miseri  naviganti  a  perdite  incalcolabili,  a  guidisi  lunghissimi  ? 
I  quail  giudizi,  quand'  anche  non  riuscissero  infine  a  provare  il  supposto  delitto,  niun  compenso  ne 
rivelebbero  le  ingenti  perdite  fatte  dk  padroni  de'  legni.  E  quel  ch'  ^  piti,  le  discolpe  de'  padroni 
ove  qualche  sospetto  contro  di  ess!  sorgesse  non  possono  in  niuna  guisa  efiettuarsi ;  porch^  non  am- 
mettendosi  in  niun  modo  le  testimonianze  delle  ciurme  come  parte  dell'  equipaggio  dello  stesso  legno. 
In  qual  maniera  possa  far  militare  le  sue  ragioni  I'innocente  sospetto,  non  si  vede.  Adunque  leggiere,  . 
e  spesso  non  ree  cagion!  possono  facilmente  ingenerare  so^tti  fatal!  a!  naviganti.  Adunque  le  perdite 
per  lunghi  guidizi,  il  cui  esito  non  prova  lesistenza  di  delitto  non  avranno  compenso  alcuno.  Adun- 
que sono  impossibilitat!  i  padroni  de'  legni  sospetti  a  provare  la  di  loro  innocenza;  e  quaado  aacfae 
questa  risultasse,  come  luce  di  meriggio  in  sequito  di  lungo  di^ndioso  incerto  guidizio,  qoaBto  poi 
difi^cile  e  tarda  ne  sarebbe  la  compensazione?  Non  sono  questi  tanti  ostacoli,  o  ceppi  poVentissimi 
alia  floridezza  del  commercio  ?  Chi  pid  dopo  la  conoscenza,  di  tanti  rischi,  afiiderebbe  le  sue  sostanze 
a  iiavigazioni  verso  quelle  longique  contrade,  navigazion!  per  se  stesse  g\k  moho  pericolose? 

Siff'atta  analisi  essendo  stata  presentata  al  Re,  la  M.  S.  nel  cui  animo  gl'  iuteressi  de'  suoi  aroatia- 
sim!  sudditi  vanno  innanzi  tutto,  ha  riconosciuto  novelli  e  pid  rilevanti  motivi  impedirle  suo  malgrado 
di  prestare  la  domandata  adesione.  Nulla  dimeno  permostrare  con  tutta  evidenza  quanto  aborra  un 
traffico  indegno  dell'  uomo,  quanto  sinceramente  applauda  all'  onerato  progetto  di  riprimerlo,  quanto 
cerchi  di  contribuirir  co'  mezzi,  che  compatabili  sono  congl'  interessi  de'  suoi  sudditi,  e  qual  desiderio 
infine  nutra  di  far  grata  cosa  alle  L.  L.  M.  M.  il  Re  della  Gran  Brettagna  e  il  Re  de'  Franceai,  la 
M.  S.  ^disposta  a  sanzionare  una  legge,  con  la  quale  severissime  pure  sarebberocomminate  achiunque 
de'  suoi  suddite  osasse  mai  di  addirsi  al  riprovato  commercio  de'  negri. 

II  sottosculto  Ministro  Segretario  di  Stato  degli  Afiari  Esteri  ha  quindi  I'onore  di  render  partecipe 
di  tutto  ci6  S.  E.  il  Signore  Cavalier  Temple,  luviate  Straordinario  e'  Ministro  Plen.  de  S.  M.  H. 
Re  della  Gran  Brettagna,  in  replica  alia  sua  ultima  nota  del  19  del  passato  mese  dt  Otiobve,  e  u 
pregia  di  ripeterle  in  questa  o{^ortun!ta  le  proteste  della  sua  distintissima  conaiderazione. 

(Firmato)  PRINCIPE  DI  CASSARO. 


(Translation.)  Naples,  Slst  January^  1837. 

The  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  having  been  invited  to  accede  to  the  Convention  entered  into  in 
the  year  ISdl  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  disgraceful  traffic 
in  negroes,  has  frequently  turned  his  attention  as  to  whether  in  so  doing  there  would  be  perfect  pro- 
priety on  his  part.  And  his  Majesty  has  entered  deeply  into  so  grave  an  examination,  as  much  because 
he  has  extremely  at  heart  to  fulfil  the  wishes  of  his  august  allies,  to  whom  he  is  intimately  bound  by 
the  strict  ties  of  loyal  friendship  and  of  a  perfect  understanding,  as  also  to  satisfy  the  true  inclination 
of  his  royal  mind,  which  greatly  abhors  a  traffic  which  dishonours  so  much  human  nature  and  is 
directly  contrary  to  the  civilization  of  modern  nations.  But  it  is  necessary  to  confess  that  having  most 
maturely  weighed  the  various  circumstances,  which  it  cannot  be  denied  ought  to  be  taken  into  calcu- 
lation when  similar  measures  are  under  consideration,  these  have  been  found  so  opposed  to  the  required 
accession,  that  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  Kmg  to  renounce  the  fulfilment  of  his  desire  to  concur 
also  himself,  as  far  as  was  in  his  power,  in  so  praiseworthy  an  undertaking;  which  circumstances 
may  for  the  present  be  passed  over  in  silence,  having  been  so  amply  explained  in  several  Notes,  that  they 
left  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  were  of  such  force  that  they  admitted  of  no  answer.  Thence  it  is  that 
whilst  the  King  r^retted  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  join  his  efforts  to  those  of  his  august  allies  in 
so  glorious  a  work,  he  hoped,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  two  Cabinets  of  St.  James  and  the  TuiJeries 
would  be  convinced  of  the  force  of  the  high  motives  adduced,  and  would  agree  that  His  Majesty  was 
induced  with  reason  not  to  grant  his  adhesion,  or  that  they  would  consider  such  adhesion  at  the  most 
as  vain  and  of  no  utility  whatever.  Since,  as  it  has  been  pointed  out,  the  Royal  Mercantile  Navy 
does  n6t  send  its  ships  to  those  distant  regk>ns  where  the  disgraceful  traffic  takes  place,  and  which  are 
distinctly  pointed  out  in  the  Convention,  nor  does  the  Royal  Government  possess  ships  of  war  in  such 
number  as  to  be  able  to  destine  a  part  of  it  for  the  necessary  cruizers,  nor  does  it  possess  Colonies  of  any 
ort,  nor,  finally,  does  the  public  treasury,  exhausted  by  too  well  known  political  vicissitudes,  offer  means 
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calciiIatetS  for  the  undertalciiig  of  any  operatious,  beyond  those  which  arc  of  absolute  necessity  for  the 
well-being  of  this  nation,  whose  prosperity  is  the  first  thought  of  His  Majesty. 

Nevertheless,  renewe J  representations  having  been  made  to  the  King  on  the  part  of  the  two  above- 
mentioned  Cabinets,  His  Majesty,  however  much  convinced  of  the  justice  of  his  non-accession,  notwith- 
standing, as  his  desire  of  seeing  the  wisheaof  the  two  contracting  Governments  satisfied  is  most 
ardent,  hiss  ordered  his  Ministers  to  occupy  themselves  with  this  business  most  seriously,  and  to  assist 
him  with  their  advice,  should  the  affair  present  any  tangible  side,  whether  the  reasons  mentioned  allow 
of  any  exception,  or  should  at  least  the  interests  of  his  subjects  remain  uninjured,  even  through  an 
accession  which  the  King  would  give  merely  in  name  and  without  active  co-operation,  to  which  the 
two  above-mentioned  Cabinets  limit  their  request  And  the  Ministry,  occupying  themselves  seriously 
to  that  end  and  not  omttting  any  consideration,  besides  having  recognized  as  most  powerful  the  argu- 
ments which  induce  His  Migesty  not  to  give  his  accession,  have  moreover  observed  that  in  the  instruc- 
tions, which  in  consequence  of  the  Treaty  are  given  to  the  cruizing  vessels,  there  are  elements  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  injure  greatly  the  commerce  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  even  if  the  accession  should  be  made 
without  any  co-operation  whatever.  Since  without  denying  in  general  to  the  instructions  the  justice 
which  is  due,  how  is  it  possible  not  to  consider  some  of  them  as  real  obstacles  to  commerce  ?  If  hatches 
with  open  gratings,  which  are  oflen  used  in  this  commercial  navy,  if  a  few  mess-tubs  besides  those 
abMlutely  necessary,  if  some  supernumerary  casks,  which  with  us  are  often  carried  in  great  numbers 
for  the  purposes  of  certain  kinds  of  commerce,  if*  some  boilers  are  considered  as  proofs  of  an  illicit 
traffic,  and  expose  the  wretched  navigators  to  incalculable  losses,  to  lengthened  law  proceedings.  And 
even  if  these  law  proceedings  should  not  eventually  succeed  in  proving  the  supposed  crime,  the  enor^ 
itaons  losses  sustained  by  the  Owners  would  not  meet  with  any  compensation.  And  what  is  more,  the 
justification  of  the  Owners,  when  any  suspicion  may  arise  against  them,  cannot  be  effected  iu  any  way; 
Bince  the  evidence  of  the  sailors  not  being  admitted  under  any  circumstances,  as  forming  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  same  vessel,  it  does  not  appear  how  an  innocent  man  suspected  can  make  his  arguments 
avail.  Since,  therefore,  slight  and  often  not  culpable  causes  may  easily  give  rise  to  suspicions  fatal  to 
the  navigators ;  since  the  losses  through  protracted  lawsuits,  whose  issue  does  not  prove  the  existence 
of  crime,  will  not  have  any  compensation  whatever ;  since  the  Owners  of  suspected  vessels  are  incapa^ 
citated  from  proving  their  innocence,  and  should  it  even  be  as  clear  as  the  light  of  noon>day  afler  a 
long,  expensive,  uncertain  lawsuit,  how  difficult  and  tardy  would  be  the  compensation  ? 
|l<'Are  not  these  so  many  obstacles  or  most  powerful  impediments  to  the  prosperity  of  commerce  ?  Who, 
after  the  knowledge  of  so  many  risks,  would  trust  his  goods  in  voyages  towards  those  distant  shores, 
voyages  already  in  themselves  very  dangerous  ? 

Such  an  analysis  having  been  presented  to  the  King,  His  Majesty,  in  whose  mind  the  interests  of 
his  beloved  subjects  have  the  first  place,  has  recognized  that  fresh  and  more  important  motives  prevent 
him,  against  his  will,  from  granting  the  required  adhesion.  Nevertheless;  to  demonstrate  with  the 
clearest  evidence  how  much  he  abhors  a  traffic  unworthy  of  mankind,  how  sincerely  he  applauds  the 
honourable  project  of  repressing  it,  how  much  he  seeks  to  contribute  to  it  with  all  the  means  which 
are  compatible  with  the  interests  of  his  subjects,  and,  in  short,  how  great  the  desire  is  which  he  enter- 
tains of  doing  that  which  may  be  agreeable  to  Their  Majesties  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  King 
of  the  French,  His  Majesty  is  dispmed  to  sanction  a  Law  by  which  the  most  severe  punishments  shall 
menace  whoever  amoi^  his  subjects  might  dare  to  betake  himself  to  the  reprobated  traffic  of  negroes. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.  has  therefore  the  honour  of  communicating  all  this  to  his  Excellency  Mr. 
Temple,  ftc.  in  reply  to  his  Note  of  the  19th  of  last  October,  and  avails  himself,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  PRINCIPE  DI  CASSARO. 


No.  112. 

discount  Pdlmerston  to  Mr.  Temple. 

(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  25th  March,  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  King  your  Despatch  marked  "  Slave 
Trade,"  of  the  6th  of  February,  containing  an  account  of  the  interview  witL 
Prince  Cassaro,  in  which  you  discussed  the  grounds  upon  which  the  King  of 
Naples  declines  to  accede  to  the  Conventions  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
for  the  prevention  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

In  expressing  to  the  Neapolitan  Minister  the  satisfaction  with  which  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  learnt  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  King  of  Naples  to 
sanction  a  law  for  the  punishment  of  any  of  his  subjects  who  may  be  engaged  in 
the  Slave  Trade,  you  will  express  the  earnest  hope  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that  His  Sicilian  Majesty  will  not  hesitate  to  act  upon  the  desire,  which  he 
entertains,  of  concurring  in  a  measure  directed  to  an  end  so  laudable  as  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Traffic  in  Slaves. 


No.  113. 
P'iscount  Pdlmerston  to  Mr.  Temple. 
Sir,  Foreign  OfftcCy  25th  April,  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  to  you,  marked  "  Slave  Trade,"  of  the 
18th  of  March  last,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  an  extract  of  a  Despatch  from 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Surinam,  reporting  that  a  slave  vessel  under 
Sicilian  colours  had  been  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  colony. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


102  TWO  SICILIES. 

You  will  take  an  early  oppertunity  of  communicatittg^  tho  informstion  contained 
ia  the  enclosed  Paper  to  the  Neapolitan  Minister^  as  support  of  the  representations 
which  you  axe  instructed  to  iziaka^  oa  the  subject  of  the  refusal  of  the  Siciliaa 
Government  to  aoeede  to  ih»  Coaventioa  of  France  cmi  Slave  Trade. 

I  am^  See. 
Mr.  Temple,  (Signed).  PALMERSTON. 

4ro.  Sfc. 

No.  114. 
Mr.  Temple  to  Viacount  Falmerston. — (ReemvedMay  181*  1887.^ 
My  Lobd,  Naple»r  30i&  J^ril^  183T. 

Prince  Cassaro  has  informed  Monsieur  de  Tallenay  and  mysdf,  that  he 
had  communicated  to  the  King  of  Naples  what  had  passed  at  the  Conference  which 
we  had  with  his  Exoelleacy,  upon  the  subject  of  the.  accession  of  this  Govemmenb 
to  the  Comrentions  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slare  Trade>  and  whish  was  datailod 
in  my  Despatch  to  your  Lonisliip  mariced  "  ISave  Trade"  of  the  20th  instant 
and  that  His  Sicilian  Majesty  had  authorized  his  Excellency  to  proceed  in  thei 
Ifie^tiations  with  us.. 

FHnce  Cas»aro  also  told  us  that  as  soon  as  he  shall  haire  seeeived  aa  answer  to^ 
the  inquiries  which  he  has  submitted  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  he  will  invite 
us  to  meet  him  to  communicate  to  us  the  result,  and  we  may  then  have  aaopportur 
aity  of  discussing  the  subject  again,  should  there  be  any.  other  points  upon  which, 
further  explanations  may  be  necessary,  after  %^ich  the  matter  will  be  laid  befoiie 
the  Council  of  State  for  its  deliberation  and  approval. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Sigaed)  W.  TEMPLE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viaeount  Palmerstotiy  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 

No.  115. 

Mr.  Temple  to  ViMoemnt  FtUmerstan.^ — (JBsaeh^Jmm  laU) 

Mi;  Lord.  Naphs,  \%tK  3%,  183T. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship'»  Despatch, 
marked  "  Slave  Trade"  enclosing  a  Despatch  from  His  Majesty's  Commissioner 
at  Surinam,  reporting,  that  a  vessel  under  Siciliaa  colours,  carrying  slaves^,  bad. 
arrived  in  those  seas. 

I  immediately  communicated  to  Prince  Cassaro  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners, 
urging  at  the  same  time  the  necessity  of  the  Neapolitaa  Government  acceding  to  the 
Conventions  between  England  and  France,  and  enacting  severe  Penal  Law& 
against  Neapolitan  subjects  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  as  the  only  means  of  pre- 
serving the  hicilian  flag  from  being  disgraced,  by  evil-disposed  persons^  resorting 
to  it  as  the  one  under  which' they  oould  have  the  best  chance  of  carrying  on  tbeir 
illegal  traffic  with  impunity. 

'Frince  Cassaro  has  promised  to  lay  the  commimicatioa  before  the  Kin^, 
observing,  at  the  same  time,  that  as  the  laws  of  this  eountry  prohibit^  ftnreignero 
from  commanding  any  vessels  sailing  imder  the  Sicilian  flag,  and  the  Commander 
of  the  slave  ship  in  question  is  stated  to  be  French,  the  vessel  could-  not  bdoag  to. 
Bubject»  of  His  Sicilian  Majesty,  but  to  foreigners  who  carried  on  that^  dis^raceAiT 
commerce  xmder  His  flag. 

rhave^  &c; 
(Signed)  W.  TEMPLE; 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  116. 
Mr.  Temple  to  Fhcount  Pulmerston. — {Received  June  \6th.) 
(Extract.)  Naples,  31*<  May,  1837. 

Monsieur  de  Tallenay  and  myself  called  yesterday  by  appointment  upon 
Prince  Cassaro,  who  conmiunicated  to  us  the  answers  he  had  received  from  Ae 
Board  of  Commerce  respecting  the  manner  in  which  vessels  trading  with  theBlrazib 
are  usually  fitted  out,  and  I  am  happy  to.say  that  the  objections  which  his  Jfecet- 
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lency  anticipated  as  likely  to  arise  to  some  of  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  6tli 
Article  of  the  Supplementary  Convention  between  England  and  France  of  the  22d 
March,  1833,  appear  now  to  be  wholly  removed,  nor  did  Prince  Cassaro  consider 
that  there  was  any  Article  in  the  proposed  Treaty  that  would  create  any  serious 
difficulty.  He  promised  to  lose  no  time  in  submitting  the  Treaty  to  His  Sicilian 
Majesty  and  the  Council  of  Ministers,  expressing  his  hopes  that  it  might  be  con- 
cluded without  any  unnecessary  delay. 

Monsieur  de  Tallenay  having  asked  Prince  Cassaro,  whether  he  could  give  him 
sufficient  hopes  of  the  Treaty  being  speedily  brought  to  a  conclusion,  to  authorize 
him  to  apply  to  his  Government  for  full  Dowel's  to  negotiate,  in  order  that  no 
unnecessary  time  might  be  lost.  Prince  Cassaro  replied,  that  he  was  only  as 
yet  authorized  to  discuss  the  subject,  but  he  had  not  received  Instructions  to 
negotiate  the  Treaty  with  us;  he  felt,  however,  certain  that  it  was  the  desire  of 
hiis^Govenunent  to  conclude  the  Treaty,  to  which  he  saw  no  obstacle,  and  there 
could  be  Jio  objection  therefore  to  Monsieur  de  Tallenay *s  applying  for  the  neces- 
fiary  powers  from  his  Government,  Monsieur  de  Tallenay  has  therefore  written  to 
his  Government  to-day  to  that  eflFect. 

Prince  Cassaro  has  requested  Monsieur  de  Tallenay  to  furnish  him  with  a  Copy 
of  the  French  Penal  .iJaws  for  the  punishment  of  persons  engaged  in  the  Slave 
Trade;  for  the  French  Code  of  Law  having  been  adopted  in  this  country,  this 
Government  wishes  to  follow  the  French  Law  on  this  occasion  also. 


No.  117. 

Mr.  Temple  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — {Received  June  9<A.) 

(Extract.)  Naples,  6th  June,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship'is  De- 
fipatch,  marked  ''  Slave  Trade,"  of  the  12th  ultimo,  in  which  the  only  remaimng 
objection  which  Prince  Cassaro  airticipated  as  likely  to  be  made  by  this  Government 
to  its  accession  to  the  Conventions  between  England  and  France,  is  completely 
obviated. 

The  Prince  iii&Kmed  me  that  the  proposed  Treaty  had  been  laid  before  His 
Sicilian  M^esty  and  communicated  to  me  Council  of  Ministers. 

Having  asked  Prince  Cassaro  whether  he  would  authorise  me  to  inform  my 
Government  that  ihe  Treaty  was  likely  to  be  isoon  concluded,  be  said  that  he  could 
not  do  «o  officially,  but  that  I  might  express  my  opinion  that  there  are  good  grounds 
for  expecting  that  it  vrill  be,  as  the  Government  is  disposed  to  accede  to  the  Con«- 
ventionfi. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  attend  to  ihe  Instructions  conftained  in  the  latter  part  of  your 
Lordship's  Despatch,  which  I  communicated  to  Prince  Cassaro,  and  I  must,  in 
ju^ce  to  Monsieor  de  Tallenay,  say,  that  he  has  been  very  active  and  zealous  in 
pressing  the  subject  upon  the  attention  of  this  Gfovernment 

No.  118. 

(Extract.)  Mr.  Temple  to  Viscount  Palmerston.  — (Received  October  2d,'} 

Naples,  16«A  Sq>temier,  1837. 
I  HAVE  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  your  Lordship,  that  Prince  Cassaro 
has  informed  me,  that  lie  had  submitted  to  His  Sicilian  Majesty  in  Council  a  Draft 
of  the  proposed  Treaty  of  accession  on  the  part  of  this  Grovernment  to  the  Con- 
ventions entered  into  between  Great  Britain  and  France  for  the  suppression  oi 
the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  it  had  been  approved  of  by  His  Majesty. 

No.  119. 
Mr.  Temple  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  October  7.) 
(Extract.)  Naples,  I7tk  September,  1837. 

I  HAVE  just  received  a  Note  from  Prince  Cassaro,  informing  me  that  His 
Sicilian  Majesty  has  now  agreed  to  all  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Accession 
proposed  by  Great  Britain  and  France ;  and  Prince  Cassaro  has  expressed  his 
reaoinesB  to  have  the  Treaty  di-avrn  up  and  signed  without  any  further  delay. 
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No.  120. 

Mr.  Abercrambie  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — (^Received  February  21.) 

My  Lord,  Florence,  llth  February,  1837. 

Monsieur  Bellocq,  the  French  Minister  at  this  Court,  having  receiFod 
from  his  Government  instructions  to  make,  in  concert  with  me,  a  communication 
to  the  Tuscan  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  precisely  similar  to  that  which 
your  Lordship  has  instructed  me  to  make  by  your  Despatch;  marked  "  Slave 
Trade,"  dated  27th  December,  1836,  on  the  subject  of  the  accession  of  Tuscany 
to  the  Conventions  of  30th  November,  1831,  and  22d  March,  1833,  signed  between 
His  Most  Gracious  Majesty  and  the  King  of  the  French,  for  the  better  and  more 
effectual  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  we  called  onthe^^th  instant  upon  his 
Excellency  Count  Fossombroni,  and  delivered  to  him  the  Notes,  Drafts  of  which 
had  severally  been  transmitted  to  us  from  our  respective  Governments,  together 
with  Copies  of  the  Conventions  above  alluded  to. 

We  explained  to  his  Excellency,  in  conversation,  the  particular  objects  our 
Government  had  in  view  in  thus  inviting  all  Maritime  States  to  accede  to  these 
Conventions,  and  pointed  out  to  his  Excellency  the  fact  that,  so  long  as  there 
remained  any  Maritime  State  not  a  party  to  these  arrangements,  the  flag  of  such 
country  would  inevitably  be  used  to  cover  this  cruel  and  revolting  trafl&c. 

Count  Fossombroni  having  received  our  communications,  promised  to  give  them 
the  maturest  consideration,  and  to  inform  us  of  the  determination  of  the  Tuscan 
Cabinet,  so  soon  as  the  pleasure  of  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness,  who  is  at 
present  at  Leghorn,  can  be  obtained. 

Monsieur  Bellocq,  on  his  part,  informed  the  Tuscan  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
that,  should  the  Government  of  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness  determine  upon 
becoming  a  party  to  this  arrangement,  he  should  receive  from  Paris  instructions  and 
full  powers  to  negotiate  for  the  formal  accession,  of  the  Grand  Duchy  to  the  Con- 
ventions of  30th  November,  1831,  and  22d  of  March,  1833. 

T  nave  &LC 
(Signed)  r/aBERCROMBIE. 

Tke  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahwrston,  G.V.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


No,  121. 
Mr.  Abercrombie  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — {Received  February  28.) 

My  Lord,  Florence,  18<A  February,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  Copy  of  a  Note  from  his  Ex- 
cellency Count  Fossombroni,  in  reply  to  that  which  I  presented  in  concert  with 
the  French  Minister  at  this  Court,  relative  to  the  accession  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Tuscany  to  the  Conventions  signed  on  30th  November,  1831,  and  22d  March,  1833, 
between  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty  and  the  King  of  the  French  for  the  better 
suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade.  Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  his  Excellency 
declares  in  the  enclosed  Note  the  consent  of  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness  the 
Grand  Duke  to  become  a  party  to  these  Conventions,  and  that  as  soon  as  His 
Majesty's  Government  and  that  of  France  shall  have  granted  the  requisite  full 
powers,  the  Tuscan  Government  will  be  ready  to  enter  into  discussions  for  the 
formal  accession  of  the  Grand  Duchy  to  the  Conventions  above  cited. 

I  have   &LC 
(Signed)  R.  ABERCROMBIE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  G.  C.B. 
S^c.  Sfc.  6fc. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  121. 

(Translation.)  M,  Fossombroni  to  Mr.  Abercrombie, 

SiE,  Florence  llih  February,  1Q37. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  inform  you  thai  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness  the  Grand  Duke 
adheres  in  principle  to  the  request  contained  in  your  Note  of  the  9th  instant,  and  that,  consequently,  as 
soon  as  you  shall  have  been  furnished  with  full  power  and  instructions  relating  to  it,  conferences  will 
be  commenced  here,  having  for  their  object  the  compilation  and  signing  of  the  Treaty  concerning  the 
accession  of  Tuscany  to  the  Conventions  concluded  between  Their  Majesties  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  King  of  the  French  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  am,  &c. 
Ralph  Abercrombie,  Esq.,  (Signed)  FOSSOMBRONI- 

^c.        S^c.        ifc. 

No.  122. 
Mr.  Abercrombie  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  December  5.) 

My  Lord,  Florence,  2Ath  November,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordshin  that  I  have  this  day,  in  con- 
junction with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  France  and  Tuscany,  signed  a  Convention 
for  the  Accession  of  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany 
to  the  2  Conventions  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  signed  at  Paris  the  30th 
November,  1831,  and  the  22d  March,  1833,  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of 
the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have  confided  this  Convention  to  Mr.  George  Lenox  Conyngham,  to  be  by 
him  conveyed  to  ^gland. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  ABERCROMBIE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  G.C.B. 
Cfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No.  123. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  MandemUe. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  ^h  June,  1836. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  King  Mr.  Hamilton's  Despatches, 
marked  "  Slave  Trade,''  dated  the  9th  January  and  the  5th  March,  1836. 

His  Majesty's  Government  regret  to  learn  from  these  Despatches,  that  Mr. 
Hamilton  has  failed  in  the  negotiations  entrusted  to  him. 

It  appears  that  the  Buenos  Ayres  Government  makes  its  consent  to  the 
negotiation  of  a  Treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  depend  upon  the 
acquiescence  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  simultaneous  reconsideration  of  certain  alter- 
ations, proposed  on  the  part  of  Buenos  Ayres,  in  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce, 
and  Navigation,  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  Buenos  Ayres  on  2d 
February,  1825. 

By  the  14th  Article  of  that  Treaty  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres  pledged 
itself  to  prohibit  its  subjects  from  carrying  on^  and  from  taking  any  share  in  the 
Slave  Trade  ;  but  did  not  engage  to  conclude  a  Treaty  with  Great  Britain  for  the 
suppression  <^that  trade.  Great  Britain  has  a  right,  therefore,  to  demand,  that  the 
Government  of  Buenos  Ayres  shall  take  the  steps  necessary  for  effectually  prevent- 
ing its  subjects  from  being  concerned  in  the  trade,  but  has  not  a  right  to  demand 
a  Treaty  upon  that  subject. 

You  will  report  whether  the  measures  taken  in  fulfilment  of  the  14th  Act  of  the 
Treaty  of  1825,  are  sufficient  for  their  purpose. 

You  will  state  to  the  Buenos  Ayres  Government,  that  it  would  be  a  source  of 

freat  regret  to  His  Majesty's  Government,  if  the  Argentine  Republic  should 
nallv  determine,  not  to  conclude  with  Great  Britain  a  Treaty,  similar  to  those 
which  other  Christian  States  have  agreed  to,  for  the  .purpose  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  Slave  Trade  in  all  parts  of  the  world ;  and  His  Majesty's  Government  cannot 
but  believe,  that  if,  for  want  of  such  a  Treaty,  the  Argentine  flag  should  hereafter 
be  prostituted  by  adventurers  and  pirates  of  other  nations,  for  the  purposes  of  pro- 
tecting their  crimes,  the  Buenos  Ayrean  nation  will  lament,  that  the  propositions  of 
Great  Britain  should  have  been  rejected.  But  the  British  Government  cannot 
consent  to  mix  up,  in  the  same  negotiation,  things  which  are  essentially  distinct ;  or  to 
blend  a  revision  of  the  commercial  arrangements  between  the  two  countries,  with 
the  conclusion  of  a  Slave  Trade  Treaty. 

If,  therefore,  you  should  find,  that  the  Buenos  Ayrean  Government  still  persist 
in  tnaking  the  Slave  Trade  depend  upon  the  revision  of  the  Commercial  Treaty, 
you  will  say,  that  His  Majesty's  Government  laments,  that  a  condition  should  be 
annexed  to  the  former  compact,  which  renders  it  for  the  .present  unattainable ;  and 
you  will  express  a  hope,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  a  more  attentive  con- 
sideration of  the  evils  produced  by  the  Slave  Trade,  and  of  the  honour  which  wiU 
accrue  to  those  who  suppress  that  Trade,  may  lead  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres 
to  alter  its  determination,  and  to  associate  itself  with  the  great  league  of  the 
Christian  States,  against  this  system  of  piracy. 

But  you  will  at  the  same  time  point  out,  that,  when  the  great  majority  of  the 
Maritime  Powers  of  the  world  shall  have  associated,  for  the  purpose  of  actively 
hunting  down  the  criminals  who  make  unlawful  war  against  the  human  race,  any 
one  Power,  whose  flag  may  continue  to  be  abused  for  the  purpose  of  sheltering 
such  offenders,  would  find  itself  placed  in  a  situation,  which  could  not  in  any 
way  be  congeniaCl  to  the  feelings,  or  conducive  to  the  honour,  of  a  high-minded  and 
generous  people. 

.1  am,  &c.  s 

John  Henry  Mandeville,  Esq.,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fc.         jSfc.         Sfc. 
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'    No.  124. 
Mr.  Mandevitte  to  Viscount  Pahnergton. — (Received  Javmary  8,  1837.) 

My  Lord,  Buenos  Ay  res  y  5th  October  y  1836. 

In  obedience  ta  the  instructions  conveyed  to  me  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch, 
marked  **  Slave  Trade,"  of  the  9th  June,  1836, 1  have  conveyed  to  Senor  Arana  the 
sentiments  of  regret,  which  the  failure  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  negotiations  with  this 
Government  for  concluding  a  Treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  traffic  in  slaves  had 
given  rise  to  in  the  minds  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers.  I  then  brought  forward  the 
able  arguments  with  which  your  Lordship's  Despatch  had  furnished  me,  to  over- 
come the  reluctance  of  the  Government  to  make  this  convention ;  and  that  there 
might  be  no  mistake,  and  no  expression  misinterpreted,  or  forgotten,  I  drew  up  a 
Note  verbalcy  which  I  left  with  Senor  Arana,  at  his  request,  to  be  laid  before  the 
Governor  and  Caj^in-Geoeral  for  his  consideration  ;  it  being  agreed  that  the  same 
mode  would  be  observed  in  the  delivery  of  his  Excellency's  answer. 

I  have  the* honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  the  *'  Note  verbale.''  When  I  had  read 
it  to  the  minister,  and  it  had  been  translated  to  him,  he  told  ne^,  that  the  impression 
which  Mr*  Hamilton's  proposal  to  make  a  Slave  Trade  Convention  had  produced 
here  was,  that  His  Majesty's  Government  had  a  misgiving,  as  to  thegood  faith  and 
sinoerity  of  this  Governmenl;,  with  regard  to  the  14th  Artide  of  the  Treoiy  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Provinces,  an  impression  the  more  painful,  as  they 
had  never  been  called  ^ipon  to  jmt  a  stop  to  any  Slave  Trade  transaction^  that  they 
had  not  willingly  oome  forward  to  crush  it ;  and  of  this  they  had  given  me  very 
unequivocal  proof  during  my  short  residence  here,  by  the  alacrity  which  had  been 
used  in  stopping  the  departure  of  the  Brazilian  vessel  " Eloisa'  vidthin  an  hour 
after  my  application  to  him  to  do  so ;  that  to  require  a  revision  of  this  Article  was 
throwing  a  doubt  upon  their  loyal  intentions  as  to  the  execution  of  it. 

I  repUed  to  his  Excellency,  that  so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  it  was  upon 
their  loyal  intentions  I  relied;  and  their  good  faith  and  sincerity  to  execute  the  14th 
Article,  I  regarded  as  my  best  auxiliaries  to  induce  his  Government  to  conclude  a 
Convwtion  with  Great  Britain;  as  it  was  a  compact  of  this  nature  that  could  alone 
enable  them  and  us»  more  effectually  to  put  a  stop  to  any  attempt  to  trade  in  slaves 
under  their  flag,  or  to  jw^vent  the  fitting  out  of  any  vessels  in  their  ports ;  and  I 
adduced  in  support  of  my  argument,  the  supposed  case  of  a  vessel  under  the  Argen- 
tine flag«f  armed  and  equipped  for  the  Slave  Trade  on  her  way  to  the  Coast  of 
Africa,  or  on  her  return  from  thence  laden  with  slaves,  which  might  be  met  by  any 
of  His  Majesty's  ships-of-war :  in  the  present  state  of  our  relatioi^s,  and  until  a 
Slave  Trade  Treaty  was  concluded,  what  would  happen  under  these  circumstances 
His  Majesty*s  cruizers  must  be  passive  spectators  of  this  iniquity  triumphing  over 
iheir  inability  to  prevent  it,  unaer  the  protection  of  the  colours  <^  tiie  Argentine 
Confederation.  His  Excellency  having  no  remark  to  make  on  these  observations, 
he  broke  up  the  Conference,  by  acquainting  me  that  he  would  put  me  in  possession 
of  the  Governor's  sentiments,  with  regard  to  my  communication,  the  moment  that 
they  were  made  known  to  him. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  MANDEVILLE, 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  124. 

Noie  Verbale. 

From  Mr.  Hamilton's  Despatches  of  January  and  March  last,  His  Majesty's  Ministers'  have 
learnt  -with  regret  that  his  endeavours  to  negotiate  a  Treaty  with  the  Govemment  of  Buenos  Ayres  for 
the  suppression  of  Uie  traffic  in  slavcfis  have  not  niet  with  the  soccess  that  the  known  henevolcnce  and 
humenity  which  characterize  this  Government,  would  have  led  them  to  look  forward  to. 

By  these  Despatches  His  Majesty's  Government  were  apprised,  that  the  Governor  General  makes 
his  consent  for  the  negotiation  of  a  Treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  dependj  upon  the 
acqm'escence  of  Ghreat  Britain  in  the  simultaneous  consideration  of  certain  alterations  proposed  on  the 
part  of  Buenos  Ayres,  in  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation,  concluded  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain,  on  the  2d  Febraary,  1S25.  But  the  British  Government  cannot  consent 
to  mix  up  in  the  same  negotiation  things  that  are  essentially  distinct,  or  to  blend  a  revision  of  the  com- 
mercial arrangements  between  the  two  countries,  with  the  conclusion  of  a  Slave  Treaty. 

I  have  been  cotmnanded  to  state  to  your  Excellency  that  it  will  be  a  source  of  great  regret  to  His 
Majesty's  Government,  if  the  Argentme  Republic  should  finally  determine  not  to  conclude  with  Great 
Britain  a  Tkeaty,  similar  to  those  which  other  Christian  States  have  agreed  to,  for  the  purpose  of  effec- 
tually putting  an  end  to  the  Slave  Trade.  And  his  Majesty's  Government  cannot  but  believe  that  if 
for  want  of  such  a  Treaty  the  Argentine  flag  should  hereafter  be  prostituted  by  adventurers  and 
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pirates  of  other  nations,  for  the  purpose  of  protectin^^  their  crimes,  or  the  ports  of  the  Republic  be 
made  a  receptacle  for  these  miscreants,  from  which  they  can  fit  out  vessels  for  this  abominable  traffic, 
the  Buenos  Ayrean  nation  will  lament  that  th^  propositions  of  Ghreat  Britain  should,  have  been 
rejected. 

In  this  persuasion,  and  not  doubting  that  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ajrres  has  at  heart,  equally 
with  that  of  His  Majesty,  the  suppression  of  this  traffic,  I  propose  to  your  Excellency  to  join  me  in  my 
efforts  to  prevail  upon  tl^  Governor  and  Captain-general  to  associate  the  Argentine  Ckmfederation  with 
the  great  League  of  the  Christian  States,  and  conclude  with  His  Majesty's  Government  a  convention, 
for  the  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution  the  destruction  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  all  parts  of  the 
world. 


No.  125. 
Mr.  MandeviHe  to  Viscount  Palmerstonj^^Reeeived  Jan.  24, 1837.) 

My  Lord,  Bueuos  Ayres,  15th  Nov.^  1836. 

In  obedience  to  the  Instructions  conveyed  to  me  in  your  Lordship's  Des- 
patch, marked  "  Slave  Trade/'  of  the  10th  February,  1836,  by  which  I  am  directed 
to  let  pass  no  opportunity,  nor  omit  any  effoHs,  which  may  afford  me  a  chance 
of  concluding  a  convention  with  the  Grovemment  of  Monte  Video,  fcwr  the  more 
effectual  suppression  of  the  traffic  in  slaves ;  I  addressed  a  note,  since  the  departure 
of  the  last  racket,  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  affairs  of  that  Republic,  of  ^diich  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  Copy  to  your  Lordship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Siffned)  a  MANDEVILLE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  Gr.U.B. 

8fc.  8fc.  Sfc.  [i  » 


Enclosure  in  No.  125. 
Mr.  Mandeville  to  Senor  Llamli. 
Sir,  Buenos  Ayret^  21th  OcUher^  1896. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  motives  which  induced  the  Government  of  the  Uruguay  to 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  negotiations  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  which  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Government  proposed  to  it  through  Mr.  Hamilton  during  the  last  year,  or  to 
make  demands  of  a  nature  which  the  Government  of  Uruguay  in  preferring  them  might  have  been 
certain  that  Great  Britain  would  never  consent  to,  still  there  can  exist  no  motive  that  a  free  State  could 
bring  forward  to  prevent  the  Monte  Videan  Government  from  negotiating  a  treaty  for  the  extinction 
of  the  abominable  traflSc  in  slaves. 

The  Undersigned,  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Argentine  Republic,  thinks, 
then,  that  he  will  do  what  ought  to  be  agreeable  to  the  Monte  Videan  Government,  the  constitution 
of  which  State  is  founded  upon  a  perfect  equality  of  rights  and  of  freedom  to  all  its  cittzena-*- 
when  he  renews  to  the  Republic  of  Uruguay  the  proposition  which  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
made  some  time  since,  to  join  with  Great  Britain  in  executing  a  treaty  for  the  purposes  above-men- 
tioned. And  in  thus  addressing  himself  to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Afiairs  of  that 
Republic,  he  trusts  that  it  is  not  a  vain  hope  which  induces  him  to  look  forward  to  his  Excellency's 
exertions  and  co-operation  to  obtain  this  most  desirable  result  to  his  application,  and  thus  assimilate 
the  Monte  Videan  Government  with  the  other  Christian  States  that  have  concluded  with  Great  Britain 
treaties  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  the  Slave  Trade  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 
HU  Excellency  Senor  Don  Francisco  Llambe,  (Signed)  H.  MANDEVILLE. 

Sfc,  S;c.  Sfc. 


No.  126. 
Mr.  Mandevitte  to  Viscount  Palmerston.-^iReceived  March  23,  1837.) 

My  Lord,    .  *  Buenos  Ayres,  2U<  December y  1836. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  the  Answer,  which  the  Minister 
for  Foreign  AflFairs  of  the  Republic  of  Uruguay  has  sent  to  me,  in  reply  to  my 
Note,  wherein  I  renewed  the  application,  that  had  last  year  been  addjressed  to  his 
Excellency  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  the  name  of  the  British  Government,  to  make  a 
treaty  between  His  Majesty  and  that  Republic,  for  the  suppression  of  the  traffic 
in  slaves. 

M.  Llambi  states  in  his  Reply,  that  a  Slave  Trade  Treaty,  emanating,  as  it 
would,  from  a  Treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Republic  of  Uruguay,  will  not  be  taken  into  consideration  by  his  Government, 
until  that  treaty  is  concluded,  to  which  he  thinks  there  can  no  longer  exist  any 
obstacles,  since  his  Government  have  consented  to  withdraw  the  objectionable 
Article,  which  they  had  demanded  in  favour  of  Spain;  leaving  unnoticed  the 
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alterations  which  they  had  required  in  other  Articles ;  and  which,  as  has  been 
declared  to  the  Monte  Videan  Minister,  His  Majesty's  Government  can  never 
consent  to. 

T  Have  Sec 
(Signed)  J.*  h/mANDEVILLE. 

The  BigJit  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstony  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  126. 

Department^  of  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs^ 
(IVanslalion)  Monte  Video^  November  3,  1886. 

T&s  Undersigned  Minister  for  Foreign  Affiurs,  of  the  Oriental  Republic  of  Uruguay,  duly  laid  before 
his  Government  the  Note  dated  the  27th  October  last,  which  his  Excellency  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
ef  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  the  Argentine  Republic,  was  pleased  to  address  to  him,  saying  that 
whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  that  induced  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Uruguay  (o 
place  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  negotiations  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce,  which  that  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  proposed  through  Mr.  Hamilton,  or  ti)  make  amends  of  a  nature,  that  in  pre- 
ferring them  the  Government  might  have  been  certain  that  Great  Britain  would  never  consent  to 
them ;  he  thought,  nevertheless,  that  there  was  nothing  that  a  free  state  could  bring  forward  to  hinder 
the  Monte  Videan  Government  from  negotiating  a  Treaty  for  the  abolition  of  |the  abominable  traffic 
in  slaves ;  and  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  thought  that  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Monte 
Video,  tt  must  be  pleasant  to  act  upon  such  an  understanding,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  that  State  being  founded  upon  an  equality  of  rights  and  liberties  secured  to  all  its  citizens,  when 
he  thos  renewed  a  proposition  similar  to  that  made  by  his  predecessor  to  this  Republic  to  unite  with 
Great  Britain  in  thecondnsion  of  a  Treaty  for  the  aforermentioned  object,  trustmg  that  it  is  not  a  vain 
hope  which  induces  him  to  expect  from. the  Undersigned  his  co-operation  and  assistance  so  neces* 
aary  for  the  attainment  of  this  most  desirable  result  of  his  application,  so  as  to  assimilate  the  Monte 
Viifean  Government  with  the  rest  of  the  States  of  Christendom  who  have  suppressed  the  Slave  Tfi'ade. 

In  consequence,  the  Updersigned  has  been  authorized  to  acquaint  his  Excellency  in  answer,  that  the 
dbstacles  interposed  by  the  Government  of  the  Republic  to  the  consummation  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity  and  Commerce  proposed  in  the  name  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  by  his  Plenipotentiary  Mr. 
Hamilton,  did  not  contain  any  sentiment  injurious  to  the  dignity  of  the  King's  Government,  or  any 
other  view  than  that  of  establishing  in  that  Treaty  principles  of  strict  equality  which  would  avert  the 
injuries  that  would  undoubtedly  fall  upon  the  national  interests,  were  concessions  granted,  which  in 
reciprocity  could  not  be  found  to  weigh  in  favour  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties. 

The  British  Ministry  being  aware  of  the  discussions  on  which  the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic 
grounded  these  alterations,  it  would  appear  that  it  did  not  find  greater  obstacles  to  the  definitive  ar- 
rangement of  this  af^r  than  the  already  mentioned  exception  in  favour  of  Spain,  which  remained 
afterwards  without  effect  by  the  withdrawal  of  them  (the  obstacles),  as  the  Undersigned  before  found 
<x:ca8ion  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  his  Excellency. 

For  the  rest,  the  Treaty  relative  to  the  traffic  of  slaves  being  an  emanation  of  the  said  Treaty,  the 
Government  of  the  Republic  resolved  at  that  time  not  to  take  it  into  consideration  whilst  it  remained 
Ignorant  of  the  result  of  the  negotiations  pending  upon  the  first  Treaty,  which,  as  it  caunot  finally  be 
^ferred,  the  Government  reserves  for  itself  that  opportunity  to  give  to  his  Excellency  the  opinion 
which  this  subject  deserves. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 

(Signed)  FRANCISCO  LLAMBI. 


No.  127. 
Mr.  MandeviUe  to  Viscount  Paknerston. — {Received' May  12.) 
Mt  Lord,  Buenos  Ayres,  20th  January,  1837. 

I  HAVB  at  last  received  aji  answer  to  the  *'  Note  verbale "  which  I  left 
with  Senor  Arana,  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  at  the  conference  which  I 
had  with  his  Excellency  in  the  month  of  October  last,  with  the  object  of  endea- 
vouring to  induce  this  Government  to  conclude  with  His  Majesty  a  Convention 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  it,  with  a  Translation. 

The  Minister  therein  states,  that  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres  have  not 
refused  to  enter  into  a  Convention  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  but,  in  the 
event  of  concluding  such  a  compact,  not  only  the  14th,  but  other  Articles'of  the 
Treaty  of  1825  should  be  reconsidered.  This  answer,  his  Excellency  observes*  he 
had  given  to  Mr.  Hamilton  in  1835,  and  by  order  of  his  Government  he  now 
renews  it  to  me ;  adding,  that  I  shall  always  find  him  disposed  to  conclude  the 
Convention,  whenever  I  am  authorized  to  afford  the  explanations  required  concern- 
ing the  other  Articles  of  the  Treaty. 

His  Excellency  then  proceeds  to  allege,  that  a  Convention,  made  to  enforce  the 
fulfilment  of  the  14th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1825,  might  raise  a  doubt  with 
regai-d  to  the  fidelity  of  this  Government  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  engagements, 
and  upon  a  proper  observance  of  the  laws  of  the  Repubhc;  that  Great  Britain,'it 
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would  appear,  in  order  to  cause  the  stipulations  with  the  Argentine  Republic  oi^ 
this  point  to  be  respeoted,  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  an  agreemeot 
of  this  nature,  as  security  for  the  execution  of  those  already  made  with  the  Briti^ 
nation ;  that  a  new  State  ought  to  be  more  particularly  jealous  of  its  reputation ; 
and  that  the  making  a  Convention  for  the  better  fulfilment  of  the  14th  Article 
exclusively,  would  go  to  establish  aa  absence  of  good  faith  in  the  execution  of  th^ir 
engagements. 

These,  difficulties,  however,  it  seems,  would  be  got  over,  if  His  Majesty's 
Government  would  consent  to  the  explanations,  required  by  the  Buenos  Ayrean 
Government,  on  various  other  Articles  of  our  Treaty  with  this  country  ;  for,  as  in 
the  first  part  of  the  Note  his  Excellency  says,  that  1  shall  always  find  him  dispose^ 
to  enter  into  a  Convention  when  I  am  authorized  to  aflFord  him  the  desired  expla- 
nations, so,  he  ends  it  by  declaring,  that  the  Crovernment  of  the  Republic  has 
resolved,  that  if  it  iconeludes  a  Cionv<eiition  for  the  ^uppressiQ^  pf  the  §}^y^  Tr^de, 
these  explanations  must,  at  the  same  time,  be  ^v^i. 

In  the  fulfilment  of  the  latter  part  of  the  Instructions  contained  in  yeur  Lord- 
ship's Slave  Trade  Despatch,  of  last  year,  I  have,  in  reply  to  this  communication, 
addressed  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  a  Note,  which  I  have  now  tl|? 
honour  to  enelose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  a  MANDEVII4iB. 

The  Right  Han.  Viseoma  PiJmeretm,  G.CM. 
Sfe.  ^.  €f€. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  127. 
(Translation.)  Note  Verbale, — Senor  Arana  to  Mr.  Mandmlle. 

The  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  ever  faithful  to  Its  solemn  ^engagements,  has  neyer  depart^ 
from  the  sentiments  of  justice,  upon  which  its  administration  rests ;  neither  ^as  it  refused  to  enter 
into  a  Convention  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade,  inasmuch  as  it  not  only  epgaged  itself  by  the 
Treaty  of  1825  not  to  allow,  and  to  restrict  the  Argentine  subjects  from  employing  ^emselves  in  it, 
but  also  there  exists  laws  enacted,  both  anterior  and  posterior  to  the  same  Treaty,  m  conformity  ^th 
this  object.  It  has  ouly  limited  itself  to  declaring  that,  in  the  event  of  celebrating  such  a  Conveution, 
as  it  would  be  an  elucidation  made  of  the  14ih  Article  of  the  said  Treaty  of  1825,  the  same  should  also 
.be  made  of  some  other  articles  of  the  above-mentioned  Treaty;  facilitating  by  ihis  roacmer  its  better 
comprehension,  and  copsequently  the  subaequacit  prqg^sfl  of  the  relaiions  of  anodty  hetween  QtvA 
Britain  and  the  Argentine  Republic. 

This  was  the  reply  given  in  the  year  1885  to  his  lEIxcellency  Mr.  banulton,  your  Excellency's  pre- 
decessor, and  the  one  which  I  now,  by  order  of  my  Government,  again  bring  forwacd,  assuring  your 
£xoellency  that  you  will  find  me  disposed  to  enter  into  the  Convention  proposed,  whenever  you  find 
yourself  so  situated  as  to  afford  the  above-mentioned  explwiation& 

The  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  ever  jealous. of  its  reputation,  and  of  the  un&v^iirable  impres- 
sions which  might  cause  abroad  the  elucidation  of  the  14th  Article  alone,  cannot  agree  to  any  new 
engagement  which  would  cast  a  doubt  upon  its  fidelity  to  existing  Compacts,  and  upon  the  observance 
of  the  laws,  with  the  punctual  fulfilment  of  which  it  is  entrusted.  This  it  signified  to  Mr.  Hamilton 
xdthout  beiog  able  to  prevail  upon  him  io  alter  his  decision,  which  at  ihat  iimehs  declined  to  4io,  as 
also  latterly  did  your  Excellency. 

The  Senor  Minister,  acknowledging  the  acenstomed  justice  of  this  Government,  states  that  he  has 
observed  vnth  satisfaction  all  the  noble  interest  with  which  it  is  animated  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  14th 
Article,  to  which  the  proposed  Convention  beers  reference ;  and  since  this  is  certain,  a  new  engage- 
ment, founded  upon  what  the  Arg^tine  Republic  has  so  punctually  and  freely  fulfilled,  and  is.actttiiJ]y 
fulfilling,  cannot  he  asked  for  with  well-grounded  reason. 

The  Senor  Minister  observes  again,  that,  notwithstanding  the  existence  in  Yarioas  states  of  enact- 
ments, prohibitive  of  the  traffic  in  slaves,  they  have  acceded  favourably  to  the  overtures  of  Oreal 
Britain,  without  their  foreign  credit  having  on  that  account  suffered  any  diminution,  adding  that  their 
objects,  as  well  as  those  of  his  Government,  could  only  be  fulfilled  through  an  agreement  being  made 
by  the  authority  charged  with  the  Foreign  Relations  of  this  Republic,  to  the  e^ct  that  the  vessels  ot 
war  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  might  search  and  take  possession  of  such  Argentine  vessels  as  are  sob- 
pected  of  being  employed  in  the  traffic  of  sUives. 

But  it  must  be  taken  into  consideration  as  regards  the  first  point,  that  in  new  States  which  are 
rising  into  existence,  their  Foreign  credit  is  not  only  liable  to  vicissitudes,  but  that  likewise  by  their 
very  position,  they  demand  additional  care,  which  at  this  day  is  not  required  in  ancient  States,  whose 
credit  is  cemented,  and  their  relations  with  Foreign  and  Friendly  Nations,  secured  by  the  process  of 
time  and  the  intercourse  they  have  maintained ;  hence  it  results  that,  as  regards  the  second  point,  the 
difficulty  that  presents  itself  is  more  conclusive,  as  the  adding  an  article  for  the  explanation  of  the  14th 
Article,  exclusively,  of  the  Treaty  of  1825,  would  go  to  establish  in  a  much  more  explicit  manner  the 
total  absence  of  fidelity  in  previous  engagements,  the  want  of  observance  of  the  laws  of  the  Republic, 
the  imbecility  of  its  Government,  and  lastly  that  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  cause  its  eagagemeiits  with 
Uie  Argentine  Republic  to  be  respected,  had  seen  itself  under  the  necessity  of  requiring  an  agreenieafc 
of  such  a  nature  as  would  give  security  to  the  stipulation  previously  made  with  the  same  British 
Nation. 

The  Senor  Minister  then  must  perceive  with  how  great  reason  my  Government  has  resolved, — that 
if  it  conclude  a»y  Convention  with  Great  Britain  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  with  icfeienoe  to 
the  14th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1825,  some  explanations  should  at  the  same  time  be  made  on  various 
other  Articles  of  the  same  Treaty,  in  order  to  facilitate  its  better  comprehension,  and  consequently  the 
friendly  relations  of  both  States. 
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Second  Enclosure  in  No.  127. 
Note  Verhale.'^Mr*  Mandeville  to  Senor  Arana.  y 

Buenos  Ayres,  20tk  January^  1887. 

Thb  Undersigfned,  fiis  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  Provinces  of 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  has  perused  with  pain  the  ''  Note  Verhale,*'  which  his  Excellency  Don  Felipe  de 
Arana  has  delivered  to  him,  in  answer  to  that  which  he  had  the  honour  of  presenting  to  him  some 
weeks  since,  when  he  renewed  to  his  Excellency  the  proposal  that  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Hamilton,  had 
formerly  made  of  concluding  with  the  Argentine  Republic,  in  the  name  of  his  Brittanic  Majesty,  a 
Treaty  similar  to  that  which  other  Christian  States  had  entered  into  with  Ch'eat  BHtain,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  pulttiBg  an  end  to  the  Slave  Trade  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  He  sees  in  the  reply  a  reluctance 
to  assisfl  in  this  work  of  humanity,  without  a  consideration  being  afforded  by  the  revision  of  certaia 
Artaeles  of  Treaty,  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Argentine  Republic  in  1825,  as  if  bene- 
volence and  humanity  were  of  themselves  insufficient  to  induce  the  Government  of  this  country  to 
oo-operate  wi^  Great  Britain  iat  the  suppression  of  this  iniquitous  traffic. 

In  the  Conference  which  the  Undersigned  had  with  his  Excellency  upon  the  subject,  he  formally 
dedared,  and  this  declaration  was  reiterated  in  the  *'  Note  Verbale,''  which  he  had  then  tlie  honour  to 
place  IB  his  Excellency's  hands,  that  the  British  Government  cannot  consent  to  mix  up  in  the  same 
negotiation  things  which  are  essentially  distinct,  or  to  blend  a  revision  of  the  commercial  arrangements 
between  the  two  Countries,  with  the  Ocmckufion  of  a  Slave  Trade  Treaty.  To  reproduce,  therefore, 
the  same  proposition  te  the  face  of  this  Declaration,  as  his  Excellency  has  done  in  the  Note  which  he 
has  received  from  him  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  to  defer  for  the  present  to  be  guided  solely  by  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity  and  benevolence  in  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty ;  and  His  Msijesty's  Government 
will  Uiment  that  a  condition  should  be  annexed  to  this  Compact,  which  renders  for  the  present  its 
attainment  hnpracticable. 

But  the  Undersigned  confidently  trusts  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  a  more  attentive  con- 
rid^ratioB  of  the  evils  arising  out  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  of  the  honour  which  will  accrue  to  those  who 
suppress  it,  may  lead  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres  to  allow  its  determination,  and  to  associate 
itself  with  the  Christian  States  agunst  this  system  of  piracy.  At  the  same  time  he  feels  that  it  is  his 
dirty  to  point  out  to  his  Excellency  that  when  the  great  majority  of  the  maritune  powers  of  the  world 
shall  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  down  the  criminals  who  midoe  unlawful  war  against 
the  human  race,  any  one  power  whose  flag  may  continue  to  be  abused  for  the  purpose  of  sheltering 
floeh  offenders^  would  find  itself  pbced  in  a  situation  which  could  |K>t  in  any  way  be  congenial  to  tl^ 
feelings  or  conducive  to  the  honour  of  a  high  minded  and  generous  people. 

The  Undersigned  avails,  &c. 
9tn0rArii,M,  (Signed)  H.  MANDEVILLE. 


No,  128. 
Mr.  Mandeville  to  discount  Palmerston. — (Received  Mcey  13.) 

My  Lord^  Buenos  At/res,  1st  March,  1837. 

No  resolution  has  yet  been  come  to  by  this  Government,  with  regard  to  the 
condemnation  of  the  brig  "  Eloisa.'*  She  has  been  dismantled,  and  is  still  lying 
in  the  inner  roads,  with  the  Captain  and  the  remainder  of  the  crew,  who  have  not 
escaped  on  board  the  vessel.  The  expenses  an^  loss  which  the  Owners  have 
'incurred  through  the  detention  of  this  sliip  will  already  have  amounted  to  more 
than  her  value,  • 

I  faav^  &c       '' 
(Signed)  H.  MANDEVILLE. 

The  Right  Han.  Fise&uni  Pahnerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  129. 
Viscount  Palmerstan  to  Mr.  Mandemlle. 
Sib,  Foreign  Office,  lOHh  June,  1937. 

I  HAVE  received  and  Isod  before  the  King  your  Despatch,  "  Slave  Trade," 
of  the  20th  of  January  last. 

His  Majesty's  Government  have  learnt  with  regret  the  determination  of  the 
Government  of  Baenos  Ayres,  not  to  conclude  a  Convention  for  the  suppression  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  imless  it  be  accompanied  by  a  revision  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity 
and  Commerce  of  1825.  But  I  am  not  without  hopes,  that  the  Note,  which  you 
will  have  addressed  to  Don  F.  De  Arana,  in  pursuance  of  the  Instructions  con-, 
tained  in  my  Despatch,  of  the  9th  of  June,  1836,  may  have  received  a  more 
favourable  answer.  But  ifBuch  should  not  be  the' ease,  and  if  the  Buenos  Ayrean 
Government  should  adhere  to  the  determination  announced  isi  Sener  Arana's 
Kote  to  you,   you  will  bring   the    question  again    under    the    consid«ration 
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of  the  Buenos  Ayrean  Government,  by  a  Note,  in  conformity  with  the  enclosed 
Draft. 

I  am,  &c. 
Mr.  Mandeville,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.      8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  129. 
Note  to  be  presented  by  M,  Mandevilie  to  the  Buenos  Ayrean  Government. 
The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  received  InstmcUons  to  state  to  ,  &c.,  with  reference 

to  his  Note  of  ,  that  the  Government  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  regrets  extremelj, 

that  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  instead  of  assenting  to  a  proposal  so  reasonable,  and  so  mock 
in  conformity  with  their  own  professions,  as  that  made  by  Great  Britain,  should  have  deemed  it 
expedient  to  repeat  again  a  proposition,  which  the  British  Government  has  already  declared  to  be 
inadmissible. 

The  Undersigned  is,  however,  again  instructed  to  declare,  that  the  British  Government  cannot 
mix  up  two  matters,  which  are  in  their  nature  so  distinct,  as  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and 
a  revision  of  Commercial  Regulations;  and  His  Majesty's  Government  hopes,  that  k  will  not  b« 
called  upon  again  to  state  its  fixed  determination  upon  this  point 

The  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres  has  urged^  in  Senor  Arana's  Note,  as  their  chief  reason  for  not 
concluding  the  proposed  Slave  Trade  Convention,  tiiat  to  do  so  would  be  a  virtual  acknowledgment, 
that  Buenos  Ayres  has  not  fulfilled  the  engagement,  which  it  contracted  by  the  14th  Article  of  th^ 
Treaty  of  1825 ;  that  such  an  acknowledgment  would  be  inconsistent  with  fact ;  and  that  new  States 
ought  to  be  particularly  jealous  of  their  reputation  for  good  faith.  Now  His  Majesty's  Government 
denies  the  first  of  these  propositions,  and  contends  that  the  Convention  in  question,  so  fiftr  from  being 
a  virtual  impeachment  of  the  good  faith  of  Buenos  Ayres,  would,  on  the  contrary,  be  the  most  signal 
and  indisputable  proof  of  the  good  faith  of  that  State;  inasmuch  as  it  would  provide  effectual  means 
for  the  fulfilment  of  the  engagement  contracted  in  the  above-mentioned  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1825 ; 
for,  what  Is  the  substance  of  that  Article  ? — It  contains  2  engagements ;  first,  that  Buenos  Ayrea 
shall  co-operate  with  His  Britannic  Majesty  for  the  completion  of  the  beneficent  work  of  ^'  totally 
abolishing  the  Slave  Trade ;"  and  secondly,  that  Buenos  Ayres  shall  prohibit  the  trade  within  its 
own  territory,  and  prevent  all  persons,  inhabiting  within  its  jurisdiction,  from  taking  any  share  in 
such  trade. 

Now,  these  two  engagements  were  obviously  separate  and  distinct  from  each  other ;  the  first  was 
general,  the  second  particular ;  the  first  applicable  to  all  parts  of  the  world  where  Slave  IVade  is,  or 
may  be  carried  on ;  the  second  confined  to  the  territory  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  persons  inhabiting 
therein.  The  first  was  an  engagement  to  co-operate  with  England  in  totally  abolishing  the  Slave 
Trade ;  that  is  to  say,  in  endeavouring  to  abolish  it  all  over  the  world.  Tlie  second  was  an  engage- 
ment to  abolish  it,  by  specific  laws,  within  the  dominions  over  which  the  Republic  has  and  exercises 
jurisdiction. 

Now,  how  stands  the  fad  as  to  the  second  proposition  of  the  Buenos  Ayrean  Government ;  namely, 
that  it  has  faithfully  executed  the  engagements  contracted  by  the  14th  Article? — His  Majesty's 
Government  is  compelled,  vnth  infinite  regret,  to  say,  that  these  engagements  have  hitherto  not  been 
fiilfilled. 

The  lesser  engagement  has  indeed  been  executed ;  the  greater  one  remains  a  dead  letter.  The 
Slave  Trade  has,  it  is  true,  been  prohibited  within  the  territory  of  Buenos  Ayres,  but  no  step  whatever 
has  been  taken,  by  the  Buenos  Ayrean  Government,  *'  to  co-operate  with  His  Britannic  Majesty  for  the 
totcU  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  other  parts  of  the  world.''  No  co-operation  whatever  has  been 
afforded,  by  Buenos  Ayres,  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  beneficent  object,  as  the  Treaty  very  justly 
describes  it,  although  12  years  have  elapsed  since  that  Treaty  was  concluded.  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  concurring  entirely,  with  that  of  Buenos  Ayres,  in  the  third  of  the  above-mentiooed 
propositions,  namely,  that  it  peculiarly  behoves  new  States  to  be  careful  to  establish,  by  their  early 
dealings  with  other  Powers,  e  high  reputation  for  good  faith,  founds,  upon  this  very  maxim,  its 
renewed  appeal  to  the  honour  and  justice  of  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres ;  and  the  Undersigned 
is  instructed  to  press  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Argentine  Government,  that,  when  a  solenm 
engagement  of  a  Treaty  has  remained  for  12  years  entirely  neglected  and  unexecuted,  notwithstanding 
repeated  applications  for  fiilfilment,  it  is  by  carrying  such  engagement  promptly  and  fiiUy  into  effect, 
and  not  by  refusing  to  act  upon  it,  that  a  character  for  good  faith  can  be  established  among  the  nations 
of  the  world. 

The  Convention,  which  the  Undersigned  has  been  instructed  again  to  propose,  contains  in  detail 
those  mutual  stipulations  and  arrangements,  which  will  enable  Great  Britain  and  Buenos  Ayres  to 
co-operate  for  the  total  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  His  Majesty's  Government  confidently 
hope,  that,  when  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres  shall  have  maturely  weighed  the  considerations 
wluch  have  thus  been  submitted  to  their  judgment,  they  will  no  longer  hesitate  to  agree  to  that  Con 
vention. 


No.  130. 
Mr,  Mandevilie  to  Viscount  Pabnerston. — {Received  August  22.) 
My  Lord,  Buenos  At/res,  8th  May,  1837. 

I  HAVE  great  satisfaction  ia  being  enabled  to  acquaint  your  Lordsbip, 
that  the  detention  of  the  "  Ehisa,'*  a  schooner-brig  under  Brazilian  colours,  meii- 
tioned  in  my  Despatch,  marked  Slave  Trade,  of  the  15th  of  July  last,  has  termi- 
nated as  honourably  to  Uiis  Government,  with  regard  to  its  earnest  desire  to  piit 
down  the  Slave  Trade  in  the  Provinces  of  the  -^gentine  Republic,  as  it  is  cc^- 
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formable  to  the  spirit  of  the  14th  Article  of  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britam  and 
this  country- 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  a  Note  from  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  in  which  his  Excellency  transmits  to  me  a  certified  Copy  of  the  Decree 
issued  by  the  Governor,  with  the  Translations,  founded  upon  the  opinions  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Government,  Copies  of  which  I  enclose,  by  which  the  vessel, 
with  every  thing  on  board,  has  been  confiscated.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the 
offence  having  been  only  partly  executed,  the  full  severity  of  the  law  with  regard 
to  the  persons  concerned  m  the  transaction  (treating  them  as  pirates)  has  been 
remitted;  but  the  Owner,  Don  Manuel  A.  Ramos,  has  been  warned,  that  the 
Government  will  most  certainly  inflict  upon  him  the  full  penalty  of  the  law  in  the 
case  of  his  repeating  the  offence,  and  the  Master  and  Mate  of  the  vessel  arc  pro- 
hibited for  ever  from  commanding  or  navigating  vessels  in  any  port  or  river  of  the 
Argentine  Republic. 

The  not  least  important  part  of  the  Decree  is  the  order  that  it  be  inserted  in  the 
Archives  of  the  Government,  by  which  it  becomes  authority  for  similar  sentences, 
should  the  Offence  be  repeated  under  future  Governments. 

The  Brazilian  Charg6  d' Affaires  has  remonstrated  against  the  Decree  and 
against  its  execution,  as  not  being  in  conformity  with  the  existing  laws  of  this 
country. 

T  have  &c. 
(Signed)  U.  MANDEVILLE. 

Hie  Right  Hon.  F'iscount  Palmerstan,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8f€.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  130. 
(Translation.)  Senor  Arana  to  Mr,  MandevUle. 

Buenos  Ayres.  29th  April,  1837. 

The  Undersigned,  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  pleasure  to  transmit  to  his  Excellency  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  a  certified  Copy  of  the  Decree  issued  by  the  Go- 
ireminent,  on  the  25th  instant,  in  tiie  matter  of  the  Brazilian  brig  **  EloUa^^  charged  with  being  about 
to  engage  in  the  Slave  Trade;  along  with  the  report  of  the  Fiscal,  and  the  judgment  given  by  the 
Assessor,  in  accordance  with  which  it  (the  Decree)  is  framed. 

God  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years. 

(Signed)  FELIPE  ARANA. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  130. 

(Translation.)  Decree. 

Buenos  Ayres^  25/A  Aprils  1837. 

Having  seen  the  proceedings  held  upon  the  Case,  as  well  as  the  opiuiun  given  by  the  Fiscal  and 
the  Assessor-General  as  to  its  merits,  from  which  it  appears  that  proof  sufficient  exists  to  show  that 
the  brig  ^^Eloisa^'  had  cleared  out  from  this  port  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  the  Slave  Trade, 
under  orders  from  her  proprietor,  Don  Manuel  Acevedo  Ramos,  and  commanded  respectively  by 
Juan  Cardoso  de  Souza,  Captain,  and  Jost$  Alves  de  Silva,  Mate ;  and  upon  due  regard  being  paid 
to  the  circumstance  of  the  offence,  although  commenced  and  partly  executed,  not  having  arrived  at  its 
point  of  consummation,  in  virtue  of  which  consideration  the  Grovernment  is  enabled  to  remit  the  full 
severity  of  the  law,  as  far  as  regards  the  party  mainly  concerned  and  his  accomplices;  it  declares  the 
Brazilian  brig  **•  Eloisa^^  confiscated,  along  with  all  the  specie,  cargo,  and  other  property,  which,  it 
appears,  were  intended  to  facilitate  the  attainment  of  the  criminal  object  in  view ;  a  solemn  warning 
at  the  same  being  given,  as  by  these  we  give  through  the  chief  Notary  of  the  Government  to  Don 
Manuel  Acevedo  Ramos,  that  the  Government  will  most  indubitably  inflict  upon  him  the  full  penahy 
awarded  by  the  law  in  the  case  of  his  repeating  the  offbncf  ;  as  also  to  Juan  Cardoso  de  Souza,  and 
to  the  Mate,  JoscS  Alves  de  Silva,  who,  in  consideration  of  their  participation  in  the  crime,  are  hereby 
prohibited  from  exercising  any  employment  in  the  vessels  entering  or  proceeding  from  the  port  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  or  in  those  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  within  the  Capes  of  the  river,  or  in  the 
rivers  of  the  interior  of  this  Republic,  it  being  likewise  obligatory  on  Don  Manuel  Acevedo  Ramos  to 
furnish  the  cost  of  the  stamped  paper  necessary  for  the  transcription  of  the  proceedings  from  the  un- 
stamped paper  on  which  the  report  of  them  was  previously  drawn  up ;  for  the  complete  fulfilment  of 
which  the  Notary  is  held  responsible.  And  whereas  bis  Excellency  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  was  the  first  to  give  information  to  the  Government  of  the  suspicions  enter- 
tained by  them,  which  information  was  afterwards  repeated  by  the  Charged  d' Affaires  and  Consul- 
General  of  Brazil,  that  the  equipment  of  this  vessel  had  for  its  object  the  perpetration  of  the  offence 
in  question^  let  a  copy  of  this  sentence  be  transmitted  to  each  of  these  gentlemen,  and  with  it  a  report 
6f  fie  Fiscal  as  well  as  of  the  opinion  of  the  Assessor ;  and  let  similar  copies  be  sent  to  the  Captain 
of  die  Port  for  the  effects  they  are  intended  to  produce;  and  let  publication  be  made  of  them  in  the 
journals  of  this  city,  and  let  insertion  be  made  of  them  in  the  Official  Register;  and  let  the  original 
reports  of  the  proceedings  be  transmitted  to  the  office  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  in  order  that  after 
the  f\il6lment  of  that  which  this  Decree  prescribes,  and  putting  in  then  the  due  annotation  of  whatever 
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OM  tibe  plvoe  fbr  tine  f alfilmait  of  Ibemd  ^Ig^et,  ilieK  proeeecBi^  sbaH  be  soi*  t«  Hat 
Office,  to  remain  in  the  archives  of  that  department. 

(Signed)  ,  ROSAS. 

This  is  a  true  copy.  (Countersigned)  PEUPE  ARANA. 

The  UndefT  Secrdatyfir  Fbreign  J^Jhkn^ 


Third  Enc^ure  in  No.  130. 

(TraoslatioQ.)  .  Opinion  of  the  FUcaL 

Most  Excbllvnt  Sim,  Eutnos  Ayrts^  l%ik  August^  18W. 

TiTE  Fiscal  ( Attomey-Generat)  acting  in  that  capacity  in  the  present  Case,  hamg  re-exaonkiedl 
these  Docmnents,  says,  that  after  taking  into  consideration  the  vesolts  of  the  mqurj  itmt  has  heoB 
recently  instituted,  and  the  declaration  of  the  seaman,  Enstoguio  Aoesta,  be  oaii  no  laager  dn«bt  thtl 
the  Brazi'tian  brig  **  Eloisa,^*  now  lying  in  this  port,  is  fitted  out  and  was  about  to  set  sail  for  the  Coaei 
of  Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

If,  most  excellent  Sir,  this  abstract  be  examined  with  the  attention  due  to  the  nwlureof  tfie  Case  in 
question,  it  will  very  soon  be  pereemd  that  even  the  evidence  appaaently  of  the  least  iifinilanceaffbrdB 
premises  from  which  to  draw  conclusions  of  a  nature  not  the  most  iavomable  tn  the  vesecl  wMJer 
detention. 

Thus  the  seamen  as  well  as  the  Pilot  nriake  an  assertion,  real  or  pretended,  of  their  ignorance  of  the 
port  whither,  after  leaving  Montevideo,  the  vessel  was  bound,  idthough,  at  the  same  Irnie,  their  own 
number,  as  well  as  their  pay,  had  been  increased  one-fonrth,  acoording  to  the  deohnlion  nade  by  the 
Captain. 

These  seamen  also  declare  that  they  had  made  an  engagement  to  go  to  Montevideo,  and  thence  to 
proceed  on  whatever  voyage  the  proprietor  should  choose  to  despatch  the  vessel.  Consequently,  al- 
though these  men  do  not  actually  say  that  the  **Eioisa**  was  bound  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  neither  do 
they  deny  that  such  was  her  destination.  Bat  furthermore,  of  vrhat  natave  most  have  been  the  voyage 
which  it  was  intended  this  vessel  should  undertake,  on  leaving  Montevideo,  when  her  crew,  and  even 
her  Mate,  were  unaware  of  it  ?  Why  so  much  mystery  and  silence  if  she  had  been  bound  to  a  port  her 
voj'age  to  which  did  not  proceed  from  any  unlawful  motive ;  or,  rather,  whither  she  could  have  gone 
without  difficulty  ?  Why  is  it,  if,  as  is  asserted,  her  point  of  destination  was  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
whither  she  was  to  have  conveyed  a  cargo  of  mules  and  brought  back  one  of  wine,  why  is  it  that  the 
seamen  were  engaged  in  such  indefinite  terms,  namely,  to  go  wherever  the  proprietor  of  the  vessel 
should  choose  to  send  them  ?  Could  it  be  because  the  Captain  was  ignorant  of  the  place  ef  her  desti- 
nation ?  No,  because  he  as  well  as  her  proprietor  and  Consignee,  Acevedo  Ramos,  have  declared 
that  the  brig  was  to  have  sailed  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Bat  enough  of  these  reflections,  when  the  most  convincing  and  direct  proofs  exist  to  show  that  the 
vetael  was  bound  to  the  Coast  of  Africa  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  the  Slave  Trade.  Depositions 
that  hove  been  made  gfve  evidence  to  this  effect,  and  the  two  examinations  that  have  been  instituted 
confirm  it  with  all  the  plenitude  that  the  law  requires.  These  examinations  were  made  by  8  compe- 
tent persons,  the  first  3  of  whom  declare  their  opinion  that  the  additional  or  Mse  deck,  and  the  two  de- 
positories for  provisions  constnicted  in  the  vessel,  could  have  served  for  no  other  purposes  respectively, 
but  those  of  conveying  nen  in  a  sitting  or  lying  posture,  inasmuch  as  all  slave-ships  are  furnished  with 
a  similar  extra  deck,  and  of  containing  provisions  for  a  large  number  of  human  beings,  and  not  forage 
for  cattle.  The  examiners  concluding  by  deposing  that  the  wood-work  found  in' the  vessel  is  not,  as  the 
defence  would  have  supposed,  constructed  for  tlie  purpose  of  conveying  mules. 

That  the  5  persons  who  instituted  the  second  examination  expressed  themselves  in  the  same  terms, 
declaring,  in  the  most  positive  manner,  that  the  vessel  in  question  is  not  calculated  for  coaveying' 
mules,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  the  additional  carpenter's  work  with  which  she  was  fitted  prove  that 
she  was  intended  for  conveying  negroes  from  the  Coast  of  Africa;  this  opinion  is  corroborated  by  the 
Military  Fiscal,  a  person  also  of  intelligence  in  the  2  decisions  given  by  him. 

In  ekicidating  their  opinions  the  experienced  individuals  last  named  give  the  same  assurances  as 
those  before  mentioned,  that  the  false  deck  constructed  in  the  brig  is  of  such  dimensions  as  to  be 
quite  incelcidated  for  conveying  mules,  or  any  other  thing,  but  human  beings  alone;  and  that  for  the 
ventilation  of  the  deck  the  gratings  on  the  hatchways  are  such  as  are  generally  used  and  necessary 
for  the  conveyance  of  slaves ;  and  that  the  2  depositories  for  provisions  can  be  for  no  other  purpose 
but  that  of  containing  food  for  the  consumption  of  human  beings. 

The  said  false  deck  as  appears  by  the  2  examinations  made,  and  especially  from  the  latter  of  these 
2,  is  only  4  Spanish  feet  high,  from  whidi  circumstance  it  is  evident  that  it  does  not  form  a  place  fit 
for  mules.  Its  strength,  besides,  does  not  permit  of  such  a  burden,  as  the  thickness  of  the  deal 
planking  of  which  this  false  deck  is  constructed  is  only  1  inch,  and  the  beams  of  *the  dame  wood  that 
support  are  only  3  inches  in  thickness,  and  placed  at  large  intervals  from  each  other,  whereas  for 
conveying  mules  the  planking  must  be  at  least  2  inches  thick,  and  the  beams  much  nearer  to  each 
other,  and  much  more  solid.  There  are  no  preparations  made  on  board  which  are  indispensable  for 
this  kind  of  cargo,  but  on  the  contrary,  everything  is  found  which  is  necessary  to  convey  a  laige 
emigration  or  gang  of  negroes. 

Thus,  that  which  in  one  part  of  the  evidence  is  averred  to  be  freight,  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  expe- 
rienced in  these  matters,  in  reality  nothing  else  but  provisions  for  the  crew  and  the  cargo  of  slaves 
which  tlie  vessel  was  to  have  received  on  board,  which  fact  Don  Pedro  Augusto  Vieira  proves  beyond 
a  doubt.  This  indivitiual  who,  in  one  part  of  the  evidence,  appears  as  one  of  the  freighters,  declares, 
that  if  any  part  of  the  cargo  appears  under  his  name  it  will  most  likely  be  that  which  he  imported 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  which  Ramos  purchased  of  him,  and  transhipped  on  board  the  "  Eloisa;^  that 
he  has  no  interest  in  the  undertaking,  nor  in  the  vessel  under  detention,  and  adds  that,  if  ai^ythiog 
appears  under  his  name,  it  is  because  Acevedo  Ramos,  owing  to  the  multiplicity  of  his  occupations, 
had  entrusted  him  with  some  commissions  to  execute. 

The  fact  likewise  of  the  brig  "  Eloisa**  being  about  to  engage  in  the  Slave  Trade  b  fiiHy  proved 
by  the  number  of  woiter-pipes  which  she  had  on  board,  amounting  to  80  or  §0,  the  large  quantity  of 
wooden  platters,  medicines,  gunpowder,  guns,  fetters,  and  other  articles  mentioned  by  the  Surveyors^ 
and  more  particularly  the  last. 
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Ib  virtoe  of  tins  evidence,  and  of  that  reeeired  by  word  of  mouth  from  the  aforatftid  Fiscal,  tlw 
present  deponent  g^ves  it  likewise  as  his  opinion  that  the  resUH  of  the  proceedings  fislly  proves  that 
tiie  BraziliaB  brig  "  EMsa^**  now  lying  m  this  anchorage,  was  fitted  out,  and  was  about  to  saR  for 
the  Coast  of  Africa  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  the  Slave  Trade,  it  was  for  this  express  end  that 
the  sftore-roenss,  the  additional  or  false  deckhand  other  carpenters'  work  were  constructed. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Fiscal,  this  vessel  comes  under  the  provisions  of  the  1st  Article  of  the  Law  of 
the  15th  November,  1824,  but  the  Proprietor,  the  Captain,  and  the  crew,  may  be  held  as  comiag 
mder  the  provisions  of  the  2d  Article.  On  this  point,  however,  there  may  be  some  doubt  But  the 
deponent  thinks  that  without  doing  violeace  to  the  Law  they  may  be  made  to  come  under  the  previ* 
sioDS  of  the  said  Article,  and  in  that  case  they  are  amenable  to  the  Second  Law  of  13th  Chapter  of 
the  Third  Book  of  the  Code  of  the  Indies.  But  since,  however,  a  distinction  is  to  be  drawn  between 
the  equipment  of  the  vessel  and  the  commission  of  the  crime,  as  this  latter  on  the  one  hand  consisis 
m  the  act  of  loading  the  vessel  with  negroes  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  whilst  in  the  case  in  questwa, 
nothing  has  been  done  but  eqvuppiBg  the  vessel,  the  Fiscal  is  of  opinion  that  the  provisions  of  the 
14tfa  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  2d  February,  1825,  will  be  fulfilled,  and  the  crime  medilaled  suffi- 
eiently  punished,  by  the  confiscation  of  the  vessel  and  of  its  cargo,  in  accordance  with  the  provtsistiis  of 
the  Supreme  Decree  of  the  15th  May,  1812 ;  which  confiscation,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Fiscal,  is  to  be 
dateed  amongst  the  parttevlar  exceptions  made  in  the  2d  Article  of  the  Supreme  Decree  of  the 
90th  May,  1886.  This  is  the  opinion  of  the  Fiscal,  notwithstaadii^  whidi  your  Excellency  witt 
determine  whatever  appeaia  to  you  meet  just  and  proper. 

(Signed)  LUCAS  G.  PENA. 

A  true  Copy. 

(Signed)  MANUEL  DE  YRIGOYEN. 

The  Under  Secretary  for  Forei^  ^airu 


Fourth  Elndo&ure  in  No.  130. 
ifTranslation.)  Opinion  of  Hie  Assessor, 

The  Assessor,  after  having  perused  with  mature  consideration  the  process  in  this  cause,  is  under  the 
conviction  that  he  ought  not  to  confine  himself  merely  to  the  proposal  of  measures  which  in  his  judg- 
ment the  merits  of  the  case  demand,  but,  moreover,  inasmuch  as  may  be  possible,  analyze  the  contest 
of  the  proceedings  therein,  and  deduce  therefrom,  or  rather  found  on  that  analysis  a  legal  opinion  on 
a  cause  in  which  not  only  private  interests  are  deeply  concerned,  but  the  just  administration  and 
observance  of  the  Laws  also  ;  to  this  end  he  will  detail  the  history  of  this  afiuir  in  a  few  words,  con- 
aider  the  legal  bearing  of  the  proceedings  already  entered  on,  and  will  conclude  by  proposing  such  a 
sentence  as  may  be  most  in  consonance  with  the  existing  Laws. 

The  brig  '^  Eloisa^'*  had  cleared  out,  and  demanded  to  be  visited,  in  order  to  make  sail  from  this 
port,  when  she  was  detained  by  a  Government  order,  the  Autliorities  having  received  information 
which  induced  them  to  suspect  that  this  same  brig  was  bound  to  the  Coast  of  Africa  on  a  slaving 
adventure,  which  traffic  our  Laws  expressly  prohibit  under  the  severest  penalties.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances an  investigation  having  been  instituted  the  result  has  been : — 

1st.  That  the  Captain  of  the  vessel  (see  folio  2)  and  the  Mate  (see  folio  4),  as  also  the  Boatswain 
(see  folio  5),  are  substantially  in  imison  as  to  the  destination  of  the  brig  "  Eloisa**  hence  being 
Monte  Video  ;  and  although  the  second  of  the  above-mentioned  persons  does  not  declare  the  exact 
point  at  which  the  vessel  was  first  to  touch,  nevertheless  his  Declaration  does  not  contradict  the  others, 
with  which,  as  likewise  with  the  Declaration  of  the  seamen,  see  folio  6,  over  folio  8,  9,  10,  11,  12, 
over  folio  14, 15,  over  folio  19,  20. 

2dly.  That  according  to  the  Declaration  of  the  Captain  in  the  folio  before  cited,  the  brig  was  to  sail 
.£rom  Monte  Video,  with  or  without  cargo,  in  the  direction  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  load  wines 
if  she  could  meet  with  a  freight,  or  to  saH  for  any  other  port  if  she  could  find  freight  in  Monte  Video. 
To  this  it  should  be  added  that,  during  the  demurrage  of  this  vessel  in  the  port  of  Buenos  Ayres,  dhe 
.had  had  carpenter's  work  done,  necessary  to  prepare  her  for  the  voyage  on  which  she  was  destined. 
The  Mate  appears  to  be  ignorant  as  to  where  the  vessel  was  destined  for  after  her  arrival  in  Monte 
Video,  but  the  Boatswain  asserts  that  from  Moute  Video  she  was  to  sail  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  seamen,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  who  declares  (folio  9),  appears  to  have  been  ignorant 
as  to  this  matter;  but  he  heard  the  same  as  the  boatswain  declares,  with  exception,  likewise,  of  the  one 
who  gave  his  declaration  (folio  13  and  next  page),  who  declares  that  on  her  afrival  at  Monte  Video  he 
intended  to  leave  her,  as  he  did  not  like  to  go  on  a  voyage  to  any  part  of  the  Coast  of  Africa,  since  he 
had  heard  that  the  vessel  was  destined  for  a  slaving  adventure. 

3d.  That,  according  to  the  declarations  (folio  21  and  following,  25  and  following,  folio  27,  82,  and 
folio  87)  by  the  first  (that  of  Serjeant-Major  Don  Francisco  Segui),  it  appears  that  all  the  fittings-up 
and  preparations  made  on  board  the  brig  "  Eloisa'*  indicate  that  she  was  destined  for  the  Coast  of 
Africa;  that  the  planks  numbered  which  were  found  in  the  hold  were  to  build  a  between-deck  of 
from  4^  to  5  feet  under  the  main  deck,  which  between-deck  could  not  serve  for  the  transportation  of 
mules,  inasmuch  as  itVould  be  too  low,  and  moreover  the  plunks  were  only  one  inch  in  thickness. 
By  the  third  declaration  (that  of  George  Goodwin)  it  is  stated  that,  in  conversations  which  had  passed 
between  the  deponent  and  the  carpenter  who  executed  the  work  on  board  the  vessel,  they  had  spoken 
about  the  voyage  of  this  vessel  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  which  likewise  he  had  heard  the  sailors  of  the 
whale-boats  speak  of.  By  the  fourth  declaration  (that  of  Jost^  Acosta,  seaman),  it  appears  that  in  a 
like  conversation  between  the  deponent  and  the  crew  of  the  vessel,  he  had  heard  them  assert  that  she 
was  destined  for  the  Coast  of  Africa  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  slaves,  and  moreover  that  he  had 
put  on  board  the  '*  Eloisa"  10  or  11  bags  of  money,  with  11  or  12  pair  of  fetters.  By  the  fifth  decla- 
ration (that  of  Eustoquio  Acosta,  seaman  on  board  the  **  Eloisd**)^  that  he  had  disembarked  from  that 
vessel  the  moment  he  knew  that  she  was  destined  for  the  Coast  of  Africa  in  search  of  negroes,  accord- 
ing to  what  he  had  been  told  by  another  seaman,  who  likewise  lefl  the  vessel  for  the  same  reason, 
and  went  to  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Besides  which,  a  third  seaman  lefl  the  vessel  from  the  same  motive, 
who  subsequently  went  to  North  America. 

4th.  That,  according  to  the  surveys  held  by  skilful  men  on  the  carpenter*s  work  done  on  board  the 
vessel  (folios  58  and  84),  it  appears  that  the  false  deck  or  planks  of  the  between-deck  could  not  serve 
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for  the  conveyance  of  mules,  nor  for  any  other  heavy  cargo ;  that  it  is  constracted  for  couveying  men 
either  sitting  or  lying  down  ;  and  that  all  the  work  denotes  that  it  lias  no  other  object  than  to  bring 
slaves  from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  or  transport  a  considerable  number  of  emigrants,  as  it  is  fitted  up  in 
the  customary  manner  of  all  such  vessels  as  are  destined  for  such  purposes. 

Moreover,  the  Proprietor  of  the  brig  *'  Eloua^^*  Don  Manual  Acevedo  Ramos,  being  interrogated 
upon  the  different  points  which  gave  rise  to  the  investigation,  he  declared  (folio  82  and  following), 
1st.  That  the  vessel  was  bound  for  Monte  Video  to  take  in  mules  for  the  Ccipe  of  Good  Hope. 
2dly.  That  for  this  purpose  the  money  she  had  on  board  was  to  be  appropriated ;  and  that  she  was 
consigned  to  Don  Manuel  Gonzalez  da  Costa  at  Monte  Video.  Srdly.  That  the  other  goods  she  had 
on  board  were  to  be  sold  at  Monte  Video,  or,  if  sales  were  not  effected  there,  at  the  Cape.  4th.  That 
the  fitting-up  of  the  vessel  was  for  stowing  the  hay  for  the  mules,  which  was  to  be  put  on  board  at 
Monte  Video ;  and  that  the  planking  which  was  on  board  unworl»d  was  intended  for  stalls  for  the 
mules. 

Such,  your  Excellency,  is  substantially  the  review  of  this  affair ;  and,  under  this  supposition,  the 
Assessor  will  pass  on  to  the  investigation  of  the  legal  bearings  of  the  proceedings,  so  far  as  they  had 
yet  been  advanced,  in  order  consecutively  to  found  thereon  his  opinion  as  to  the  sentence  eventually 
to  be  pronounced. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  afikir  is  one  of  a  nature  that  presents 
many  difficulties  in  the  progress  of  its  development ;  and,  therefore,  it  may  be,  and  ought  to  be,  con- 
sidered as  one  difficult  of  proof.  Here  we  are  not  discussing  an  act  publicly  executed,  so  that  all  that 
has  been  done,  and  every  circumstance  connected  therewith,  presents  a  new  proof  as  to  the  fact  which 
was  finally  intended  to  be  perpetrated ;  neither  are  we  to  treat  on  a  matter  which,  through  the  whole 
chain  and  connected  series  of  its  progress,  from  the  first  moment  it  was  conceived  until  its  final  coo- 
•summation,  has  left  certain  and  unequivocal  vestiges  of  its  existence.  No,  Sir,  we  are  treating  as  to 
an  affair  which,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  it,  required  all  that  caution 
and  reserve  which  its  criminality  rendered  necessary,  as  well  as  all  the  deceit  which  has  been  practised, 
without  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  such  a  measure  into  effiect  in  the  face  of  a  Government 
jealous  of  the  observance  of  its  kiws,  and  vigilant  in  foreseeing  and  chastising  crimes.  We  have  here 
to  treat  upon  an  act  contemplated,  and  partially  executed,  but  not  finally  consummated ;  so  that  It 
would  be  apparent,  and  leave  no  doubt  as  to  its  reality.  Taking  this  view  of  the  affiur,  the  Assessor 
rciterales  that,  in  order  to  form  a  just  conclusion  as  to  the  truth,  and  a  full  and  rational  conception  on 
the  validity  of  the  facts,  or  (more  properly  speaking)  as  to  the  true  intentions  which  animated  the 
Owner  of  the  vessel  in  respect  to  her  final  destination ;  that  it  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but,  in  fact,  it 
would  be  indiscreet,  to  look  for  the  plenitude  of  proof  attainable  in  other  more  evident  and  palpal^ 
cases;  the  value  of  the  proofs  must  be  estimated  not  only  on  their  own  intrinsic  merit,  but  likewise  in 
the  ratu)  they  bear  to  the  object,  and  fmm  the  greater  or  less  difficulty  there  may  be  in  proving  that 
object,  and  in  proportion  as  a  true  knowledge  of  the  fact  is  more  or  less  attainable.  Natural  conclu- 
sions, nay,  even  forced  conclusions,  with  respect  to  an  act  which  has  scarcely  passed  the  boundaries  of 
the  intention  of  the  perpetrator  (who,  on  the  other  hand,  must  l)e  considered  of  necessity  interested  in 
its  concealment),  may  be  deduced,  producing  proof  and  testimonial  evidence  as  clear,  decisive,  and 
free  from  error  in  some  cases,  and  perchance  even  more  so,  notwithstanding  that  the  latter  is  of  right 
conceived  as  full  and  satisfactory ;  inasmuch  as  the  latter  is  subject  to  the  fallibility  and  &lsehood  of 
witnesses,  whilst  the  former  are  not  susceptible  to  the  effects  of  the  passions  which  so  frequently  lead 
us  into  error,  and,  therefore,  they  arc  preferable,  and  more  particularly  so  when  other  collateral  cir- 
cumstances concur  to  guide  the  judgment,  and  form  a  criterion  firom  sufficient  data  on  which  to  found 
that  judgment. 

These  antecedents  being  established,  the  Assessor  does  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  the  object  of  the 
voyi^e  on  which  this  vessel  was  bound,  was  absolutely  that  which  induced  the  Government  to  order 
her  detention,  and  to  institute  the  inquiry  which  hais  taken  place.  The  Assessor  will  make  some 
observations  thereon,  which  arise  out  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  in  the  process. 

First  observation. — ^The  brig  **  Eloi$a**  has  been  a  long  time  in  this  port  prepanng  to  go  on  a  par- 
ticular voyage,  for  which  piu*pose  carpenter*s  work  has  been  done  on  board  her,  whkh  could  only  be 
appropriate  for  a  particular  object.  This  work  having  been  completed,  and  the  cargo  she  was  to  carry 
shipped  on  board  her,  and  having  cleared  at  the  Custom-house,  the  visit  of  the  Port  Officer  was  aoli- 
cited  in  the  very  act  when  the  vessel  was  about  to  get  under  weigh.  Could  any  man  of  moderate 
capacity  persuade  himself  that  the  Captain,  the  Mate,  the  Boatswain,  and  the  seamen  were  all  igno- 
rant of  her  destination  ?  If  the  vessel  was  bound  on  a  fi&ir  adventure,  for  instance,  to  load  mules,  can 
it  be  presumed  that  these  persons,  and  more  particularly  the  three  first,  should,  up  to  the  last  moment, 
be  ignorant  on  the  matter  ?  Is  it  to  be  presumed  that  the  Captain  and  the  r^t  did  not  know  for  what 
purpose  such  costly  carpenter's  work  was  done,  and  how  such  work  could  be  applicable  for  a  cargo  of 
mules,  as  Acevedo  Ramos  has  asserted  it  was,  and  being  ignorant  as  to  its  use,  would  they  not  at 
least  ask  the  Proprietor,  with  whom  they  must  have  held  frequent  and  confidential  communication, 
without  his  having  any  repugnance  to  inform  them  on  the  matter,  inasmuch  as  the  intended  voyage 
was  a  licit  one  ?  No,  Sir,  this  is  not  to  be  presumed  ;  it  is  improbable,  nay,  it  may  be  said  impossible 
to  have  happened,  since  it  is  at  variance  with  the  natural  course  of  things,  which,  in  sound  reason  and 
just  equilibrium,  must  necessarily  follow  what  ordinarily  happens,  and  what  naturally  should  happen. 
Acevedo  Ramos  states  that  it  is  not  at  all  strange  that  these  individuals  should  be  ignorant  of  the  desti- 
nation of  the  vessel,  as  he  had  not  given  his  final  instructions ;  but,  allowing  this  ultimate  assertion  to 
be  true,  still  the  arguments  in  proposition  are  in  effect,  since  rationally  it  would  not  occur  to  any  one 
that  such  letter  had  until  then  been  delayed,  and  that  the  vessel  shall  be  under  way  before  ttiey  knew 
where  she  was  bound,  as  if,  forsooth,  it  was  a  matter  of  state  and  of  great  reserve. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Captain  is  not  only  ignorant  as  to  the  cargo  of  mules,  but  he  asserts  that  the 
vessel  was  bound  to  (he  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  load  wines,  as  likewise  it  appears  i\mi  other  individuals 
in  the  vessel  have  made  the  same  assertion ;  moreover,  the  Captain  assures  us  that  the  brig  was  to 
take  in  cargo  in  Montevideo  if  any  offered,  and,  if  not,  if  any  other  cargo  could  be  got  for  any  other 
port  besides  the  Cape,  that  he  would  in  that  case  alter  his  course.  This  is  what  the  Captain  says,  and 
this  is  in  contradiction  to  what  the  proprietor  says,  who  despatched  the  vessel  on  a  special  mission,  for 
which  he  had  made  special  preparations  on  board  the  vessel  to  aid  the  object  she  was  finally  destined 
to.  Well,  and  what  was  this  final  object?  Not  for  the  cargo  which  she  was  to  receive  in  Montevideo, 
the  nature  of  which  was  yet  uncertain,  but  the  carpenter's  preparations  had  a  specific  and  defined 
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object,  and  for  a  certain  freight.  Not  that  of  wines  from  the  Cape,  for  why  ?  Because  this  being: 
mcewise  uncertain,  the  vessel  might  alter  her  destination  to  any  other  port  in  case  any  other  freight 
oflfered.  It  has  been  seen  that  by  the  survejrs  made,  and  it  must  be  evident  to  the  view  of  any  one, 
that  to  load  wines  it  is  not  customary  to  construct  a  between-deck  with  pine  plank  only,  1  inch  in 
thickness,  since  pipes  and  barrels  can  be  stowed  in  the  hold,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  planks  cannot 
resist  the  weight. 

Observation  the  second. — ^The  several  master  surveyors  who  have  examined  the  work,  as  well  as 
the  Carpenter  who  executed  it,  assert  that  the  construction  could  not  be  intended  for  a  mule  cargo. 
1st.  Because  deal  planking,  of  1  inch  thickness,  would  not  support  the  weiglit  of  the  mules.  2d.  That 
the  height  between  the  decks  is  not  sufficient  to  allow  the  mules  to  stand  up.  3d.  Because  the  fitting-ap 
is  very  distinct  in  a  vessel  destined  for  the  purpose  Ramos  has  designated.  Thus  all  are  agreed  that 
these  iittings-up  could  have  no  other  end  than  the  one  indkated — viz.  the  bringing  of  slaves  from  the 
Coast  of  Africa. 

Observation  the  third. — ^Tiiis  last  belief  as  to  the  destination  of  the  vessel  is  confirmed  thus  :  1st. 
Hie  assertions  of  the  witnesses  who  have  deposed  on  the  matter,  which  assertions  have  not  been 
answered  by  the  Proprietor,  the  Captain,  the  Mate,  or  any  others  interested  in  the  vessel,  inasmuch  as 
this  being  a  charge  against  them  they  have  stood  in  need  of  seeking  out  for  new  and  irrelevant  proof 
to  get  rid  of  the  responsibility  which  they  are  under.  2d.  The  effects  found  on  board  the  vessel,  and, 
in  truth,  for  what  other  purpose  could  the  fetters  have  been  sent  on  board  ?  (according  to  the  declara- 
tion, folio  32),  as  also  the  80  to  90  empty  pipes  for  water,  the  considerable  number  of  wooden 
l^tteiTS,  medicines,  powder,  mandioca,  pieces  of  baize,  money,  rice,  beans,  and  other  provisions,  in 
great  abundance?  Let  us  imagine  a  vessel  was  to  be  fitted  out  for  a  voyage  to  the  Coast  of  Africa 
for  slaves,  and  most  assuredly  more  could  not  be  done  than  Ramos  has  done  on  board  the  brig 
*'  Eki$a^^  whilst  for  an  expedition  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  carry  a  mule  cargo,  neither  fetters 
the  medicines,  the  baize,  the  under  deck,  nor  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  she  had  on  board  would  have 
been  of  any  service.  It  is  true  it  has  been  asserted  that  these  effects  did  not  belong  to  the  vessel, 
drnt  it  was  on  freight ;  but  this  answer  only  comes  in  corroboration  of  the  falsehood  with  respect  to 
Ramos  and  the  other  accomplices  in  the  adventure.  In  effect,  Don  Pedro  Augustin  Vieza,  whom 
they  had  represented  (folio  42)  as  the  shipper  of  some  of  the  goods,  has  declared  (folio  31)  that  he 
ia  not  the  shipper,  and  that  if  any  of  the  cargo  appears  under  his  name  it  must  be  such  as  he  had 
introduced  from  the  P6rt  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  whidi  he  sold  to  Acevedo  Ramos,  who  transhipped  it 
on  board  the ''  Eloi&ay 

The  Assessor  refrains  from  making  further  observations,  in  order  to  avoid  wearying  your  Excel- 
lency by  repeating  that  which  has  been  fully  and  demonstratively  laid  down  (foUo  45  to  47).  There 
your  Excellency  will  see  new  and  not  less  vigorous  arguments,  which  can  and  ought  to  be  as  so 
many  forcible  indications  which  lead  to  the  formation  of,  and  do  form  the  sure  foundatk>n  on  which 
the  Assessor  has  founded  his  conjectures  as  to  the  destination  of  the  brig  *'  EloisaJ*  He  will  add 
only,  tliat  if  the  Commander,  who  was  ordered  to  commence  this  inquiry,  had  interrogated  the  Pro- 
prietor, in  his  first  declaration,  upon  his  correspondence  with  his  consignee  at  Montevideo,  as  respects 
the  purchase  of  the  mules,  it  is  almost  certain  that  he  would  not  have  given  the  answer  which  he  gave 
in  the  second  declaration,  in  the  which,  without  eluding  the  argument  at  that  time,  the  question  which 
still  subsists  woukl  have  been  put  opportunely,  **  Wliy  did  he  not  at  that  time  present  those  Letters 
which  he  now  presents,  when  they  would  have  been  conclusive,  but  which  at  present  has  no  weight  in 
his  favour,  since  he  has  had  more  than  sufficient  time  to  provide  himself  vrith  these  Letters  aAer  he 
knew  that  the  Assessor  had  demanded  them,  which  he  did  2  months  before  they  were  required  from 
him  the  Proprietor?" 

The  Assessor  will  now  proceed  to  state  the  decision  which,  of  consequence,  it  will  be  expedient  to 
come  to  with  respect  to  this  affair,  before  which,  however,  it  will  be  indispensably  requisite  that  he 
should  make  some  observations. 

Crimes  must  be  considered  in  three  distinct  ways,  that  is  to  say,  *^  either  as  merely  intended  ;  as 
intended  and  advanced  in  execution,  but  not  consummated ;  or  as  carried  into  effect  and  finally  con- 
sununated."  They  are  thus  classed  in  the  2d  Law,  3Lst  title,  page  7 : — The  Assessor  will  subdivide 
^  two  first  classes ;  because  he  considers  that  they  ought  to  be  subdivided,  first,  into  intentions 
merely,  but  not  put  forth  for  execution,  although  thwarted  therein  against  the  will  of  the  intentionist  be 
unforeseen  occurrence  or  the  will  of  another  ;  into  intentions  not  carried  into  exucfition  by  voluntary 
intentions  on  the  part  of  the  intentionist ;  into  intentions  progressing  in  execution,  but  not  consume 
mated  through  the  volantary  delay  of  the  intentionist,  but  returning  subsequently  to  its  consummation ; 
•nd  into  intentions  progressing  into  executwn,  but  not  consummated,  through  the  interference  of  some 
party  which  impedes  5te  consummation  of  the  crime  against  the  will  of  the  intentionist.  This  dis- 
tinction is  extremely  essential ;  and,  although  it  is  not  forewarned  by  the  law,  the  Assessor  thinks  not 
only  that  it  is  not  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  law  but  that  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  letter  and  the 
spirit.  Under  this  proposition  he  will  enter  upon  the  discussion:—].  Crimes  merely  intended  but 
not  carried  into  effect  by  the  will  of  the  intentionist,  he  having  retracted  from  the  execution  of  them  ; 
such  crimes  according  to  the  law  <*  de  Pariida^'  before  cited,  ought  not  to  be  chastised.  **  Wicked 
thou^ts,"  saya  the  law,  *'  present  themselves  under  many  shapes  to  the  human  heart,  and  firequently 
^o  that  Uiey  confirm  themselves,  and  men  think  to  bring  them  into  action ;  but,  in  their  progress,  they 
find  that  they  are  doing  evil  and  repent  :**  and  on  this  account  we  say,  that  auy  man  who  repents  of 
an  evil  thought  or  design,  and,  previously  to  carrying  that  design  into  execution,  repents  thereof,  does 
not  merit  punishment  for  such  evil  design ;  because  the  first  impulse  of  the  will  is  not  in  the  power  of 
man.  8.  Crimes  merely  intended  and  not  put  into  execution,  contrary  to  the  will  of  tlie  intentionist 
by  the  interference  of  some  unforeseen  cause  or  some  opposite  will.  These  crimes,  according  to  the 
Judgment  of  the  Assessor,  do  not  bear  an  auak)gy  to  the  former,  although  both  the  one  and  the  other 
are  mere  intentions.  Nor  are  the  latter  such  as  the  law  comprehends,  Uiat  is,  under  those  first  move- 
ments or  impressions  of  the  will  which  are  not  in  the  power  of  man ;  because,  in  this  second  case,  we 
•treat  of  intentions  which  have  not  been  repented  of  posteriorly,  and  which,  if  they  have  not  been 
carried  into  execution,  it  has  been  because  some  superior  force  has  impeded  the  will  of  the  intentionist, 
firom  executing  it  And  as  such  intentions,  according  to  the  rules  of  morality  and  in  consonance  with 
o«ir  conscientious  feelings,  are  to  be  judged  as  illicit  and  criminal,  they  cannot  be  reputed  to  be 
otherwise  by  the  civil  law ;  for,  although  the  civil  authority  only  judges  of  acts  and  not  of  mere 
intentions,  this  limitation  is  founded  on  the  moral  impossibility  there  exists,  generally  speaking, 
to  discover  these  intentions,   and  to  judge  with  accuracy  of  them;    but  this    reasoning   goes 
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no  further,  nor  is  it  a  consequence  when  it  is  evident  that  the  intentioiis  of  themselTes  existed^ 
and  that  they  have  not  been  carried  into  efifect  in  aecor^ance  with  the  will.  The  inlentioaist  had 
to  do  so  solely  because  some  other  will  hlterposed,  thus  it  does  not  follow  that  due  rntentiomst  shoold 
be  exempt  from  prosecution  and  chastisement ;  viz.  A  man  shall  form  the  design  of  murdensg 
another.  He  communicates  that  design  to  two  friends ;  he  will  not  Hsten  to  th«  advice  of  these 
friends ;  iliat  he  fixes  the  day,  the  place,  and  the  means  where  and  when ;  he  remains  firm  to  execute 
his  purpose  ;  and  he  does  not  succeed  in  the  accomplishinent  of  his  desigrn  (against  his  own  iDclina- 
tion),  because  those  same  two  friends,  before  he  can  bring  his  purpose  to  bear,  who  h«ve  been  unsoe- 
oessful  in  their  attempts  to  persuade  him  to  desist  from  his  intention,  sgree  to  shut  him  up,  and  give 
information  to  the  authorities  of  the  motives  which  induced  him  to  act  in  this  manner.  Soch  a  man  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Assessor  is  an  absolute  criwhial,  and  ought  to  be  ch»«tised  by  the  authoritwa,  with  a 
proportionate  penalty,  which  shall  render  it  impossible  th«t  this  man  shall  at  any  future  tone  consma* 
mate  the  intended  crime. — 3.  Crimes  intended  and  carried  into  execution,  but  not  consumotattd 
through  the  will  of  the  intentionist,  but  he  returning  consecutively  to  its  consmnmation.  This  claas  of 
crime,  as  well  as  such  crimes  as  embrace  the  opposite  extreme  of  the  second  cla«sifi<»tion ;  that  is  to 
say,  crimes  progressing  towards  execution  but  not  consummated,  contrary  to  the  wiU  of  the  fnteationiflt, 
because  of  the  interference  of  some  unforeseen  cause  which  impeded  their  consmnmation ;  iiie 
Assessor  repeats  that  this  class  of  crinrtes,  relative  to  which  there  is  no  special  diBtinetion  made  in  the 
before-cited  law,  it  appears,  ought  to  be  visited  with  the  same  penalty  wkieh  the  laws  asi^ 
to  crime  perpetrated  :  as  to  consummation,  the  law  says,  '*  If  after  the  crime  » intended,  efibHa 
are  made  to  consummate  ft  by  commencing  the  execution  of  it  although  it  shouU  not  he 
altogether  accomplished,  then  slmR  the  hrtentionist  be  gtiilty,  and  merit  tS^  penalty  in  piepw 
<hm  to  the  error  commKted,  insomuch  as  the  intentionist  emed  hi  that  he  did  that  whi^ 
he  had  the  power  to  guard  against  doing,  if  he  had  chosen*  so  to  do.  Aa  thus ;  nappose 
A  person  shall  have  designed  to  commit  treason  against  the  person  of  the  King,  and 
^dflerwards  take  steps  towards  putting  his  design  into  execotioD ;  thus  by  eommuaicsting  his  deaign 
to  others  to  induce  them  to  become  his  accomplices  in  that  treason  whieh  he  bad  d^gaed^  by 
administering  an  oath  to  them,  by  binding  them  in  vrritten  contract,  or  by  commeneing  to  pot  his 
design  into  execution  in  any  other  such  like  manner,  although  it  should  not  fii«ally  be  coasanuMated  ; 
in  like  manner  if  a  person  should  design  to  commit  mmrder,  and,  following  up  soeh  evii  design,  should 
take  steps  to  put  it  into  execution,  having  prepared  poison  to  be  ghen  in  ^some  liquid  drink,  at  hmm 
taken  a  poniard,  knife,  or  any  other  unsheathed  weapon,  and  openly  attacking  his  intended  viotte 
for  the  purpose  of  slaying  him,  or  being  thus  armed,  wounding  him  in  some  part  to  cause  his  death, 
or  endeavouring  to  murder  him  in  any  other  manner  similar  to  these,  or  eeviniencing^  so  to  do^ 
although  the  design  should  not  be  accompTished,  he  nevertheless  merits  punishment,  as  if  be  had 
Ikccomplished  the  act,  since  he  would  not  have  fiiiled  to  accomplish  it  if  he  could  haeve  done  so.**^ 
Nevertheless  the  Assessor  maintains,  and  he  moreover  bdieves  that  he  maintains,  the  ^lirit  of  the 
law,  by  making  a  distinction,  in  such  cases,  betvreen  hira  who  desists  from  the  consuwmatieii  of  his 
design  of  his  own  accord,  and  him  who  persists  in  his  design,  althou^,  from  unforeseen  interfeienoe, 
he  is  impeded  in  its  consummation.  No  one  will  doubt  that,  in  a  moral  view,  there  is  na  equality 
of  intensity  between  the  one  and  the  other  case,  and  thenfenre  there  is  no  equality  of  crinujudity, 
either  in  a  moral  or  civil  view,  when  one  person  only  de»igits  an  act  and  sabsequentiy  desists  fimi 
its  completion  of  his  own  free  will,  and  when  he  desists  from  having  been  impeded  in  the  eiecniioB 
of  hfs  design  ;  it  would  appear  that  the  identity  of  this  distinction  concurs  to  iU  an  equal  difference 
in  the  case  with  which  we  are  engaged ;  on  the  other  hand,  this  view  is  not  in  contradiction  to^  hut 
is  rather  in  conformity  with,  the  acknowledged  intent  of  the  legislator.  Thus  the  ikct  stands,  thai  be 
who  designed  to  slay  another,  and  commenced  to  put  that  design  into  execution,  although  he  chd  not 
accomplish  the  deed,  merits  his  punishment  equally  as  much  as  if  he  had  eonsammated  the  act ;  since 
it  is  clear  that  he  would  not  have  failed  to. perpetrate  the  act  had  he  been  able  to  eonsmnnnite  &.  Of 
consequence,  if  a  person  desists  from  the  consummation  of  a  design,  that  is  to  say,  if  he  desists  from 
his  own  free  vnll  from  committing  the  crime  he  designed,  then  is  the  law  defcel^,  since  there  is  a 
voluntary  and  involuntary  relinquishment ;  and  in  so  far  as  the  law  is  defective,  its  adminntmtien 
should,  in  like  manner,  be  attenuated  according  to  the  circnmetanees  of  the  okse. 

The  Assessor  beheves  that  when  the  time  arrives  that  the  law  should  be  applied,  the  person  entmsled 
with  the  august  administration  ought  not  to  forget  that  laws,  and  the  penalties  which  tfaey  establish, 
have  been  dictated  in  consonanee  with  the  jn'oportions  in  crime,  and  if  it  be  impossible  for  the  lifgia* 
lator  at  all  times  to  define  these  due  proportions  under  all  the  circumstances  UBder  whieh  crunesate 
committed,  so  it  must  be  impossible  to  fix  special  and  determinate  punishment  for  manifold  and  inde- 
terminate Crime  ;  viz.,  (as  the  law  of  Partida  says,)  "  laws  ought  not  to  be  framed  but  upon  cases 
which  occur  frequently,  and  for  this  reason  the  ancients  took  no  care  to  make  laws  for  cases  of  rare 
occurrence,  as  they  held  that  they  could  judge  such  cases  by  some  other  case  analogous  thereto.'* 
The  Assessor  repeats,  that,  bearing  in  mind  the  principle  of  proportion,  which  is  the  measure  of  the 
law,  it  is  evident  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Magistrate  to  weigh  well  with  the  balance  of  justice,  and 
with  the  aid  of  prudence,  the  circumstances  of  cases,  and  the  more  or  less  influence  of  the  will  of  the 
delinquent  over  what  he  does  and  what  he  leaves  undone,  or  in  fact  the  taore  or  less  fmportanee* 
gravity,  and  transcendance,  of  what  he  actually  executes,  endeavouring  thus  to  propottion  in  aceofd^ 
ance  with  the  greater  or  less  distance  there  may  be  between  the  design  to  commit  the  crime  and  ite 
consummation,  between  the  crime  and  the  means  adopted  to  commit  it  The  Assessor  has  thus  defined 
the  ultimate  extreme  of  the  second  classification,  and  will  piroceed  with  his  first  propositioa  without 
detaining  himself  to  treat  on  it  specially. 

With  respect  to  the  third  class  of  crimes  consummated,  it  is  unnecesary  to  discuss  this  point  par- 
ticularly, because  the  import  of  the  consummation  of  crime,  or  perpetration  thereof,  until  such  time  as 
the  object  has  been  accomplished  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  malevolent  intent  of  the  person  comaiittuii^ 
it,  is  well  known  and  defined. 

These  preceding  observations  concluded,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Assessor  to  give  his  opinion  as 
to  the  sentence  which  ought  to  be  pronounced  in  the  Case  in  question,— that  is  to  say, — as  to  the 
punishment  which  your  Exoellency  ought  to  inflict  on  a  person  who  has  been  convicted  of  a  erioie 
which  our  laws  chastise  severely,  and  for  this  purpose  it  will  be  indispensable  to  examine  the  said 
crime  in  its  respective  and  proper  class,  in  conformity  vrith  the  roles  before  laid  down,  comoieflcing 
by  referring  to  two  antecedents ;  first,  that  the  traffic  in  negroes  firom  the  Coast  of  Africa  is  a  <  ' 
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iBasmufili  as  ii  it  an  .aci  which  the  laws  of  the  country  reprohate,  prohibit,  and  diastise ;  secondly, 
tb«t  the  brig  "  EM»a  '^  was  bound  on  an  adventure  to  that  coast  for  that  traffic,  as  appears  by  the 
piocefis  which  the  Assessor  has  alreadj  takea  nnder  his  consideration. 

The  crime  of  which  we  treat  is  not  merely  one  of  intent ;  no.  Sir,  it  is  somewhat  more,  for  it  had 
pcQgressed  towards  its  consummation.  Tour  EzoeUency  wiU  observe,  by  the  proofs  which  exist  in  the 
pcocesi^  that  this  illicit  design  had  been  ^axried  into  eflfect  by  the  caipeater's  work  in  fitting  the  veasel 
1^  (or  the  security  or  accommodation  of  the  slaves,  or  men  to  be  purchaaed  in  Africa ;  by  the  necessary 
provisions  shi|>ped  on  board  her  for  the  subsistence  and  maintenance  of  the  said  men,  and  the  money 
indispensable  for  their  punahase;  in  fiict,  by  the  increase  of  the  number  of  the  crew  of  the  brig»  and 
the  augmentation  in  the  wages  of  the  crew  by  contracts  which  might  guarantee  the  success  of  the 
enterprise.  Ail  these  acts,  without  which  the  crhne  could  not  have  been  consummated,  are  so  m^ny 
st^s  taken  to  its  aocompliidbment,  and  remo¥es  it  from  the  class  of  a  meve  national  crime  and  oon- 
¥erts  it  into  a  crime  not  only  designed  to  be  perpetrated,  bnt  progressing  towards  its  consummation^ 
On  this  head  the  law  is  thus  laid  dewn :  **  As  if  any  one  has  designed  to  commit  treason,  and  subset 
quentlj  in  any  way  conHoeaoes  to  put  his  design  into  execution  by  communicating  it  to  other  parties^ 
and  emleavoaring  to  make  them  accomplices  in  the  act,  administering  an  oath,  or  biuding  them  by 
written  contract,  or  in  any  other  manner  endeavouring  to  carry  his  diesign  into  exeeution,  he  is  guilty 
of  treason,  although  the  act  be  not  finally  consummated.'* 

The  present  Case  is  therefi^re  a  erlme  designed  and  partially  executed.  But  we  can  assert  further. 
That  it  is  a  crime,  the  consummation  of  which  has  been  relinquished,  not  of  the  will  of  the  intentionist, 
but  against  the  will  and  by  the  season. of  the  zealous  and  prompt  measures  taken  by  your  Excellency. 
In  effect  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  vessel  was  ready  to  weigh  anchor  and  sail  from  our  port 
w*the¥ery  weceeeary  pfeparatton  for  the  adventure  ;  and  in  the  very  act  of  making  sail  (for  the  port  visit 
had  been  demanded),  she  was  detained  and  embargoed  by  authority.  So  that  it  cannot  be  argued 
that  the  repentance  of  the  intentionist  had  any  part  in  the  non-consummation  of  the  crime,  bnt  on  the 
contrary  it  was  against  his  wiU,  proved  to  be  so  by  all  his  previous  acts  to  the  instant  in  which  he  was 
impeded  in  its  execution  and  full  completion,  after  the  manner  that  a  criminal  is  prevented  from  com- 
mitting homicide  against  hb  wiU  when  he  is  arrested  and  disarmed  when  in  pursuit  of  his  intended 
victim. 

This,  your  Exeellency^  is  the  exact  state  of  the  Case  before  ns,  and  the  Assessor,  bearing  in  mind 
the  laws  which  touch  upon  it,  recommends  (as  it  is  his  duty  to  recommend)  the  application  of  the 
punishment  which  the  law  directs  to  the  criminal  or  criminals. 

The  Decree  bearing  date  the  15th  May,  1812,  prohibits  the  introduction  of  slave  cargoes  from  the 
national  territery  from  one  year  after  that  date,  and  it  orders  that  after  the  expiration  of  that  year  all 
"vessels  carrying  slaves  which  should  ai^ar  on  our  coasts  should  be  coofiseated,  and  the  negroes  set 
at  liberty. 

The  Law  of  the  15th  November,  1824,  declares  the  traffic  in  negroes  from  the  Coast  of  Africa  to  be 
piracy,  and  orders  that  any  citizen  of  this  province  who  should,  after  the  publication  of  this  Law, 
engage  themselves  in  this  traffic  in  negroes,  shall  be  punished  as  pirates.  Lastly,  the  14th  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Commevce,  Navigation,  and  Friendship,  concluded  between  the  Government  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  charged  with  the  direction  of  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  Republic,  and  his  Britamiic  Majesty, 
binds  both  the  contracting  parties  to  the  total  abolition  of  the  commerce  in  slaves,  prohibiting  in  the 
most  positive  manner  all  persons  resident  in  the  national  territory,  or  subject  to  its  jurisdiction,  from 
taking  any  part  whatsoever  in  such  traffic. 

The  Assessor  cannot  consider  as  a  matter  of  questi  on  what  the  law  of  the  15th  November,  1824,. 
lays  down,  that  although  that  law  refers  espedaliy  to  the  citizens  of  the  Republic,  yet  it  is  applicable 
to  such  as  are  not  citizens,  but  nevertheless  reside  in  the  Republic,  and  as  subject  to  the  laws  and 
obligations  which  affect  the  oitizcns  thereof,  since  they  pMticipate  in  the  privileges  which  the  said 
citizens  enjoy.  The  first  duty  of  a  foreigner  when  he  puts  his  foot  on  any  territory,  and  most  espe- 
cially when  he  doaiciliatee  hiuMe^f  in  it,  and  constitutes  himself  a  subject  of  the  Government  (in  which 
light  Acevedo  Ramos  must  be  considered)  according  to  right,  is  to  respect  and  obey  the  laws  of  the 
country  wherein  he  resides,  under  the  understanding  that  any  infraction  makes  him  a  criminal,  and 
subject  to  the  punishment  the  laws  infiict,  and  to  suffer  whatsoever  penalty  the  native  citizen  is 
subject  to. 

Li  the  Case  before  us,  your  Excelkney,  there  has  been  a  crime  committed,  and  it  has  been  seen 
to  have  been  partially  carried  into  effect,  but  the  crime  has  not  been  consummated,  and  although  the 
law  chastises  with  equal  punishment  the  person  who  stands  in  this  Case  and  did  not  consummate  the 
crime,  but  he  would  have  consummated  it  if  he  could  have  done  so,  as  has  been  shown  to  have  hap- 
pened, yet  the  Assessor  has  observed  that  it  ia  in  conformity  with  the  laws,  and  with  the  spirit  Qf£ 
jurisprudence,  as  it  is  likewise  in  cott^>rmity  with  reason  and  justice,  that  tlve  degrees  of  punishment 
ahould  be  proportionate  to  the  crime,  and  that  this  graduation  of  proceeding  should  follow  from  the 
first  intent  to  commit  the  crime  luitii  its  final  consummation.  Would  there  be  any  essential  difference 
between  this  adventure  of  Acevedo  Ramos,  considering  it  at  the  time  when  the  vessel  was  embargoed, 
and  OB  the  very  point  of  sailing,  and  the  state  of  tlie  Case  if  the  ^  Eloisa*^  had  been  taken  at  sea. 
after  she  had  piucbaeed  the  negroes  and  get  them  on  beaed  ?  No  doubt  but  what  there  wouki  be, 
since  in  the  latter  case  the  evil  intent  would  have  been  consummated,  and  the  crime  perpetrated  in  aU 
its  intensity,  whilst  in  the  first  case  there  has  been  not  only  no  consummation,  but  there  exists  a  possi- 
bility of  a  spontaneous  repentance,  which,  in  accordance  with  both  the  spirit  of  the  laws  and  sound 
reasoning,  greatly  nKenuate  the  gravity  of  the  crime.  It  is  true  that  such  repentance  must  be  con- 
sidered as  remote,  taking  into  consideration  the  eiromtsteuces  of  the  Case,  and  this  aggravates  the 
responsibility  of  Acevedo,  but  it  was  not  impossible  that  such  might  have  been  the  case,  and  above  all 
the  evil  intent  had  not  arrived  at  its  ultimate  pass.     This,  therefore,  tempers  the  rigour  of  the  laws. 

These  considerations  induce  the  Assessor  to  counsel  your  Excellency,  that  your  Excellency  may  be 
pleased  (it  being  in  conformity  with  the  laws  cited)  to  declare— 1.  That  the  brig  "  Eloisa  "  and  her 
cargo,  consisting  of  money  and  goods  destined  to  have  been  employed  in  the  prohibited  commerce  in 
slaves,  **  to  be  confiscate."  2.  That  inasmuch  as  that  the  crime  was  not  consummated,  notwithstand- 
ing the  evident  free  and  decided  intention  of  the  owner,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  import 
of  the  aforementioned  confiscation,  the  said  Ramos  and  his  accomplices  are  not  to  be  considered 
as  convicted  to  the  full  extent  of  the  crime,  or  liable  to  the  full  extent  of  punishment  which 
the    law    inflicts    when    the    crime    is   considered   as  designed,  perpetrated,  and   consummated. 
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S.  That  the  principal  Notary  of  the  Government  do  reprehend  the  said  Acevedo  Ramos  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  admonishing:  him  of  his  heinous  and  criminal  conduct,  giving  him  to  understand  that 
the  Government  will  henceforth  be  inexorable  in  the  execution  of  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law  should 
he  at  any  future  time  become  alike  culpable.  4.  That  the  like  reprehension  and  admonition  be  given 
to  the  Captain  of  the  vessel,  the  mate,  and  their  accomplices  in  crime.  5.  That  in  just  chastisement 
of  their  having  abetted  the  crime,  and  of  the  evil  purpose  to  which  they  have  devoted  a  scientific  pro- 
fession, they  shall  henceforth  be  prohibited  from  exercising  that  profession  either  in  the  vessels  which 
enter  or  sail  from  our  port,  or  in  the  vessels  which  are  employed  therein,  and  that  the  Commander  of 
the  port  be  advertised  of  that  prohibition.  6.  That  Ramos  shall  be  compelled  to  supply  stamps  for  all 
the  documents  which  appear  in  the  Process  on  ui^tnuij^d  paper,  and  that  these  stamped  papers  pre- 
viously having  been  rendered  useless  for  future  writfi^*,  be  then  annexed  to  this  process.  7.  That 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  injured  public,  to  repress  the  perpetration  of  crimes  of  a  like  nature,  and  that 
the  fidelity  of  the  Government  in  ooraplytiig  with,  wn4  malmig  the  laws  to  be  fulfilled  (not  only  the 
laws,  but  every  compromise  of  every  nature  to  which  it  is  pledged)  may  be  public  and  notorious,  let 
the  sentence  of  the  supreme  authority  be  published,  and  moreover  let  it  be  officially  communicated  to 
his  Excellency  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majesty^  in  compliunee  with  the  Treaiy 
before  cited,  and  likewise  to  the  Chaigt^  des  Affaires  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  under 
whose  flag  the  **  Eloisa*  sailed. 

Such,  your  Excellency  is  the  Counsel  of  the  Assessor ;  nevertheless  your  Excellency  will  decree  as 
may  best  accord  with  your  supreme  judgment.  

Buenos  Ayres,  March  1 5<A,  1837.  (Signed)  LAHITTR 


No,  131. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  MandeviUe. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  2Uh  October  1837. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Despatch,  marked  "  Slave 
Ti*ade/'  of  the  8th  of  May  last,  stating,  that  the  result  of  the  examination  of  the 
Brazilian  schooner-brig, ''  EioisOy'*  has  been,  that  she  vras  declared  to  be  equipped  for 
Slave  Trade,  and  was  consequently,  together  with  everything  on  board  of  her,  con- 
fiscated. I  have  to  instruct  you  to  express  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Afiuirs  of 
the  Argentine  Republic  the  satisfaction,  with  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  received  the  intelligence  of  this  act  of  justice  and  vigour. 

I  have  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

To  Mr.  Manderville, 
Sfc.     Sfc.     Sfc. 


No.  132. 

Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  November  16,  1837.) 

My  Lord,  Buenos  Ayres,  16«*  August,  1837. 

1  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship^s  Despatch, 
marked  **  Slave  Trade,*'  of  10th  June  last,  transmitting  to  me  the  draft  of 
a  Note,  which  I  am  to  present  to  the  Buenos  Ayrean  Government,  should  that 
Government  adhere  to  the  determination  announced  in  their  **  Note  verbale,** 
regardless  of  the  arguments  which,  by  the  instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's 
previous  Despatch,  I  was  enabled  to  bring  forward,  to  induce  them  to  rescind 
their  resolution  not  to  conclude  a  Convention  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave 
Trade  unless  it  be  accompanied  by  a  revision  of  the  Treaty  ot  1825. 

I  have  very  slight  hopes,  that  the  disposition  of  the  present  Government  of 
Buenos  Ayres  ^vifl  obviate  the  necessity  of  my  bringing  the  question  again  to 
their  notice  in  the  manner  indicated  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  which  I  shall 
not  fail  to  do,  when  my  fiirther  attempt  to  obtain  a  more  favourable  decision  on 
their  part  shall  have  proved  fruitless. 

I  have  oLc 

'  (Signed)  H.  MANDEVILLE. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.JS.] 
^c.  ^c^  Sfc. 
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No.  133. 
Mr.  Walpoleto  Viscount  Palmcrstm. — (Received August 2A.) 

My  Lord,  Santiago,  20th  April  1837. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive,  on  the  28th  ultimo ,  your  Lordship*s  Des- 
patch marked  **  Slave  Trade,"  dated  November  30,  of  the  last  year,  containing 
Instructions  to  proceed  with  due  diligence  to  the  conclusion  of  a  Treaty  bet^veen 
His  Majesty  and  this  Republic  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  accordingly  lost  no  time  in  communicating  with  the  Minister  of  State  on  the 
subject,  who  demonstrated  by  his  expressions  eveiy  wish  to  enter  on  the  considera- 
tion of  the  several  Articles  of  that  Treaty. 

The  negotiation  and  the  perusal  of  the  articles  was  commenced  on  the  5th 
instant,  but  I  regret  that  the  illness  and  subsequent  journey  of  the  Minister 
(under  whose  control  are  united  the  department  of  the  exterior,  of  the  interior, 
and  of  war  and  marine,)  to  Valparaiso,  to  superintend  the  final  arrangements  for 
the  departure  of  the  expedition  destined  against  Peru,  have  delayed,  though  I 
should  hope  for  no  long  period,  the  further  consideration  of  this  matter. 
I  shall  not  fail  to  propose  its  resumption  at  the  earliest  moment. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  WALPOLE, 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.  C.  B.  Consul  General. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  134. 
Mr.  fVaJpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  November  22.) 

My  Lord,  Santiago,  Uth  June,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  Circular  Letter,  dated 
January  27.  last,  covering  a  Decree  issued  at  Lisbon  on  the  10th  of  Deceniber, 
1836,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  throughout  the  Portuguese  dominions. 

I  have   &CC 
(Signed)       '     JOHN  WALPOLE, 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.V.B.  *  Consul  General. 

Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Turner  to  Fhcaunt  PahnerstoH. — (Received  September  1.) 

My  Lord,  B^g^tA,  2SA  M^  1837. 

I  HAy£  tke  hoaour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  3d  instoat^  of 
your  Lordship's  Slave  Trade  Circular  of  the  27th  January  last,  inclosing  to  me 
the  translation  of  a  Decree  issued  at  Lisbon  on  the  1 0th  December  last,  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  throughout  the  Portugese  dominicms. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  W-  TURNEIL 

l%e  Right  Hon.  yi^coiml  Palmerston,  G.  C.  B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No,  136. 
Mr  Pakenhcm  to  Vueount  Palmerston. — {Received  April  29.) 

My  Lord,  Mexicoy  Aih  March,  1837. 

The  Minister  of  War  has  conununicated  to  me  the  declaration  of  the 
captain  of  a  Mexican  trading  vessel,  lately  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  from  the  Havana, 
stating  that,  two  days  before  he  sailed  from  that  port,  he  had  seen  an  American 
schooner  put  to  sea,  with  a  cwgo  of  forty  slaves,  bound  for  Texas. 

Without  being  prepared  to  vouch  for  the  veracity  of  this  declaration,  I  have, 
nevertheless,  thought  it  right  to  transmit  it  to  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  tihe 
Havana ;  and  also  to  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington,  in  order  that  he  may, 
if  he  should  think  proper,  direct  the  attention  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  the  abuse  said  to  have  been  committed  under  their  flag,  with  a  view  to 
measures  being  taken  to  prevent  aTepetition  of  it. 

T  n&ve   £rc 
(Signed)  '  R.  PAKENHAM. 

The  Might  Hon.  Viscount  Pabner^ton,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  137. 
Mr.  Pakenham  to  discount  Palmer ston. 

My  IiORD,  MecAcoy  25th  April,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  herewith  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  Treaty,  which, 
in  fulfilment  of  the  instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  13th 
November,  1835,  and  14th  December,  1836,  I  have  concluded  with  the  Mexican 
Grovemment,  for  the  effectual  prevention  of  the  trade  in  slaves  by  the  citizens  of 
this  Republic. 

I  humbly  hope  that  it  may  meet  with  His  Majesty's  gracious  approbation. 

I  have,  &c. ' 
(Signed;  R.  PAKENHAM. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscamt  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc 


No.  138. 
Mr.  AMjurnham  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — (Received  May  19.) 

Mv  Lord,  Mexico,  Ut  May,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  Mr.  Pakenham  by  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Havana,  in  reply  to  his 
communication  to  them  of  the  imbrmation  which  formed  the  subject  of  his  Despatch 
to  your  Lordship  of  4th  March  last,  marked  Slave  Trade,  relative  to  the  cargo  of 
slaves  shlppedat.tbat  port  on  board  an  American  schooner  bound  for  Texas. 

T  bave  &c. 
(Signed)'  C.  A8HBURNHAM. 

ITke  Right  Hon.  Fiseount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
^e.  Sfc.  8fc. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  138. 

His  MajeHifs  Commissioners  ai  ike  Havana  to  Mr.  Pakenham, 

Sir,  HamnOf  ith  April,  1837. 

We  have  Uie  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  acquainting  oi 
**  that  the  Master  of  a  Mexican  vessel  which  left  the  Havana  on  or  ahout  the  7th  of  February,  and 
arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  14th,  has  stated  on  oath  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  same  month,  an 
American  schooner  left  the  Havana,  destined  for  Texas,  having  on  board  a  cargo  of  40  negro  slaves." 
We  are  extremely  obliged  by  your  having  furnished  us  with  the  above  particulars  relative  to  the 
prosecution  of  a  traffic  upon  which  we  have  already  fruitlessly  made  the  made  the  strongest  remon« 
8trances  with  this  local  Government,  and  which  it  has  always  contumeliously  denied. 

We  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  to  the  Captain  Creneral  an  official  note  upon  the  subject,  and  it  will 
give  us  great  pleasure  if,  by  the  next  packet,  we  can  make  known  to  yoa  any  ^vourable  ramiUt, 

We  cannot  flatter  ourselves  with  a  hope  that  the  representations  of  Your  Excellency  through  His 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington,  relative  to  tliis  branch  of  the  Slave  Trade  being  carried  on  under 
the  American  flag  will  meet  with  its  due  regard  ;  for,  a  few  months  since,  we  communicated  officially 
to  the  American  Consul  here  a  clear  and  well-authenticated  statement  containing  the  names  of  several 
vessels,  the  ports  in  the  United  States  which  they  came  from  to  the  Havana,  the  names  of  their  Mastess 
(Americans)  of  the  shippers  of  their  cargoes,  and  the  fact  that  they  sailed  from  Havana  under  American 
colours  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  fully  equipped,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  Slave  Trade. 
Yet  this  functionary,  acting,  we  believe,  under  the  orders  of  his  Government,  retorned  our  comma- 
nication,  and  stated  to  us  that  he  would  not  receive  any  further  information  whatsoever  on  the  subject 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  either  as  regarded  American  citizens,  or  the  use  of  the  American  flag. 

The  consequence  has  been,  to  revive  the  hopes,  and  auj^ment  the  enterprises  of  the  slave  dealers ; 
and  we  may  confidently  Ussert  that  there  are  now  upwaids  of  twenty  American  slavers  gone  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  the  greater  part  of  whose  cargoes  are,  we  deeply  regret  to  add,  contracted  for  and 
insured  to  be  landed  in  the  province  of  Texas. 

i^e  have  &c« 
(Signed)  EDWARD  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

R.  R.  MADDEN. 
P.  S.  We  have  this  moment  received  the  Captain  General's  reply  to  our  official  note  upon  the 
subject  of  your  letter.  We  enclose  a  translation  of  this  document,  which  will  convey  some  faint  notion 
of  the  determination  of  this  local  Government  to  forward,  by  every  species  of  quibble  and  prevari- 
cation, the  villainous  enterprises  engaged  in  not  only  by  Spaniards,  but  by  subjects  of  any  other 
nation,  provided  they  have  for  object  the  continuance  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

(Signed)  E.  W.  H.  SCHENLEY. 

Richard  Pakenham,  Esq.  R.  R.  MADDEN. 

8fc.  8fc. 

Mexico. 


No.  139. 
Mr.  Ashburnham  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  June^  19*) 
My  Lord,  Mexico,  \st  May,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  Lordship's  information  a  copy  and 
translation  of  a  Proclamation,  issued  by  the  late  Government,  declaring  the  Aboli- 
tion of  Slavery  throughout  the  Mexican  Republic. 

Your  Lordship  is  already  aware,  that,  by  a  Decree  of  the  year  1829,  slavery  was 
declared  to  be  abolished  in  all  parts  of  the  Mexican  Republic ;  and  that,  although 
its  continuance  in  the  State  of  Texas  was  subsequently,  as  a  measure  of  policy,  con- 
nived at,  in  order  not  to  excite  disaffection  among  the  North  American  Settlers  in 
that  country ;  the  Ex-President,  General  Santa  Anna,  upon  the  revolt  of  that  pro- 
vince, in  1835,  issued  a  Proclamation,  declaring  the  liberty  of  the  slave  popu- 
lation there. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  C.  ASHBURNHAM- 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B. 
^e.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  139. 

(Translation.) 

Palace  of  the  National  Government^  Mexico,  5<A  April,  1837. 

The  President  ad  interim  of  the  Mexican  Republic  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  makes  known, 
that  the  General  Congress  has  decreed  the  following  : — 

Article  1.  Slavery,  without  any  exception,  is  hereby  abolished  throughout  the  Republic. 

2.  The.  masters  of  slaves  liberated  by  the  present  law,  or  by  the  Decree  of  15th  September,  1829, 
shall  be  indemnified  for  the  value  of  said  slaves,  such  value  being  calculated  upon  the  estimate  made 
of  their  personal  qualities,  fur  which  purpose  an  intelligent  person  shall  be  named  by  the  Commis- 
sary General,  or  his  locum  tenens,  and  another  by  the  slaveholder,  and  in  case  of  any  difference,  the 
respective  Constitutional  Alcalde  shall  appoint  a  third ;  no  legal  recourse  whatsoever  holding  good 
against  this  determination.  The  indemnity  mentioned  in  this  Article  shall  not  extend  to  the  colonists 
of  Texas  who  have  taken  part  in  the  revolution  of  that  Department. 

.  The  masters  tliemselves,  to  whom  the  original  proceedings  practised  with  req)eet  to  ^  Mtimate 
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treated  of  in  the  foregoing  Article,  shall  present  Mtid  proceedings  to  the  Supreme  Government,  who 
shall  direct  the.  General  Treasury  to  issue  the  corresponding  obligations  to  them  for  the  amount  of 
the  respective  values. 

4  The  settlement  of  the  above-mentioned  obligations  shall  be  effected  in  the  manner  which  may 
Hippear  most  equitable  to  the  Government,  conciliating  the  rights  oftiie  individuals  concerned  with  the 
actual  state  of  the  public  revenue. 

JUAN  MANUEL  DE  ELIZALDE.— President. 
MANUEL  LARRAINZAR.— Secretary. 
BERNARDO  GUIM  BARD  A. —Secretary. 
Wherefore,  &c., 
(Signed)       ^     JOSE  JUSTO  CORRO. 


No.  140. 
Viscount  Pahnerston  to  Mr.  Ashburnham. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  August  \Mh,  183T. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  Mr.  Pakenham's  Despatch,, 
marked  **  Slave  Trade,  of  the  25th  of  April  last,"  transmitting  a  Treaty  which  he 
had  concluded  with  the  President  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  for  the  total  Abolition 
of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have  already  in  a  former  Despatch  communicated  to  Mr.  Pakenham  the 
approval  of  His  late  Majesty,  of  the  zeal  and  diligence  ^vith  which  Mr.  Pakenham 
had  brought  the  negotiations  to  a  successful  conclusion  ;  and  I  am  now  commanded 
to  instruct  you  to  slate  to  the  Mexican  Grovernment,  how  highly  Her  Majesty's 
Government  appreciates  the  noble  example,  which  Mexico  has  set  to  the  other 
Republics  of  America,  by  concluding  this  Treaty. 

In  making  this  communication  you  will  at  the  same  time  state  the  wish  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  completing  the  good  work, 
by  obtaining  the  sanction  of  the  Mexican  Chambers  to  the  Treaty,  which  will  be 
ratified  by  Her  Majesty  as  soon  as  its  ratification  by  the  Mexican  Chambers  shall 
have  been  received  in  London. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Ashhurnham^ 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  141. 
Mr.  Ashhurnham  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Dec.  15.) 

My  Lord,  Meaico,  3rd  October,  1837. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  announce  to  your  Lordship,  that  the 
Committee,  appointed  by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
Treaty  lately  signed  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Gi*eat  Britain  and  Mexico,  for  the 
effectual  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  have  presented  a  Report  so  little  favour- 
able, as  to  make  it  probable,  that  the  Congress  will  refuse  to  sanction  it  in  its 
present  form. 

I  had  frequently  inquired  of  Senhor  Cuevas,  as  to  the  progress  made  in  the 
business  by  the  Committee ;  and  from  his  answers  had  long  reason  to  expect  a 
favourable  Report,  when  to  my  great  surprise,  I  was  some  days  ago  informed  by 
him,  that  they  found  in  it  insuperable  objections  to  it,  and  had,  before  he,  was  aware 
of  it, -presented  a  Report  accordingly  to  the  Chamber;  At  my  desire,  JHis  Excel- 
lency furnished  me  with  a  copy  of  the  Report,  of  which  another  with  the  Trans- 
lation is  enclosed ;  he  declared,  that  the  Government  had  done  all  in  its  power  to 
bring  the  matter  to  a  favourable  and  early  conclusion,  having  prevailed  upon  the 
Congress,  convoked  in  Extraordinary  Session  upon  special  business,  to  admit  this 
as  one  of  the  questions  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  He  has  promised  to  try 
and  obtain  the  revocation  or  suppression  of  the  Report,  in  order  to  a  conference 
with  the  Committee  ;  but  I  dare  not  hold  out  any  hope  to  your  Lordship  of  his 
success. 

I  have  conversed  with  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee,  and,  though  there 
are  some  points,  on  which  I  think  I  proved  to  his  satisfaction  that  they  had  taken 
an  erroneous  view  in  consequence  of  Senhor  Cuevas'  not  having  taking  the  pains 
to  explain  them,  nor  to  lay  them  before  them  the  Protocols  of  the  Conference. 
Still  I  fear  there  are  some,  their  objection  to  which  is  insuperable. 
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The  'lateness  of  the  time  when  I  reeeived  fimn^Senhor  Cu^tm  the  oonimttBioa- 
tion  of  the  Report  in  question,  and  the  great  increase  of  matter  on  which  I  have  had 
to  address  your  Lordship,  will,  I  trust,  excuse  my  deferring  to  enlarge  further  on  the 
subject  mldl  ue&t  packet,  when,  perhaps,  it  may  be  in  my  power  tocoTBinunicate 
information  somewhat  less  unsatisfactory. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  C.  ASHBURNHAM. 

ne  Right  Hon.  Viamimt  Palmerston,  G.C.B- 
Sfc.  4re.  £fc. 


(Translation.) 


Enclojsure  in  No.  141. 


Department  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
Commttee'Room  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies^  Mexico^  Slst  August,  1837. 


Thv  Oommtltee  on  Foreign  AflTairs  of  the  CbaoDher  of  Deputies,  appointed  to  eiamine  the 
Treaty  concluded  between  tlie  Plenipotentiaries  nominated  by  the  GUovern^ent  ot'  M«iieo  and  that  of 
Her  Britannic  Majesty,  for  the  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves,  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  state,  thai 
it  is  not  expedient  that  said  Treaty  be  approved  of  in  the  (erms  stipulated ;  and»  extracting  the  sub- 
stance from  the  reasons  by  which  they  were  actuated,  the  foHowin^^  is  the  result 

The  Committee  commence  by  saying  that,  taking  for  their  guide  the  welfare  and  interefltof  the 
Nation,  they  hold  it  indispensably  requisite  that  ^1  due  circumspection  should  be. exercised  in  the 
coBclusion  of  Treaties  with  Foreign  Powers,  and  thus  avoid  creating  engagements^  which,  perhaps, 
they  are  unable  to  fulfil,  as  well  as  the  evil  consequences  which  such  inability  would  entail  upon  them. 

In  the  analysis  which  the  Committee  then  make  of  the  Articles  of  said  Treaty,  they  see  no  objectioa 
U>  the  first  and  second  being  approved,  inasmuch  as  thay  go  no  further  than  to  declare  the  traffic  ia 
slaves  to  be  abolished  by  both  parties,  which  has,  with  us,  been  already  done  by  the  law  of  :18th  Jutj^ 
i8£4  ;  and  that  Mexico  should  take  steps,  when  necessary,  to  prevent  her  citiseiis  from. defiling  them- 
selves with  that  criminal  commerce ; — all  which  is  strictly  conformable  with  our  legislative  prindplea, 
Bud  general  ideas  upon  the  subject ;  but  the  Committee  consider  their  approbation  of  these  two  parts 
as  useless,  because  the  principal  matter  of  the  Treaty  consists  in  the« means  of  attaining  the  ends  pn>* 
posed  Ui«ein,  and  on  which  its  subsistence  depends. 

With  respect  to  the  third  Article,  by  which  also  the  Nation  binds  itself  to  take  the  necessary  near 
sures  for  assimilating,  as  soon  as  possible,  its  legislation  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  in  everything  relative 
to  the  Slave  Trade,  the  Committee  already  find  some  difficulty,  seeing  that,  perchance,  it  might  not 
suit  the  Republic  to  adopt  that  legislation ;  although  they  add  that,  if  the  object  of  said  Article  were 
solely  to  apply  the  law  of  piracy,  as  Buenos  Ayres  has  done,  to  the  vessels  and  individuals. engaged  in 
this  criminal  traffic,  neither  would  they  then  see  any  impediment  to  Us  being  sanctioned. 

From  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  fourth  Article,  the  Committee  consider  it  as  the  principal  one  of  all, 
and  as  the  one  from  which  the  others  are  derived,  since  by  it  the  two  contracting  parties  reciprocailf 
concede  the  right  of  searching  and  examining  the  merchant- vessels  of  both  Nations,  which  are 
engaged,  have  been  engaged,  or  are  about  to  be  engs^ed,  in  the  Slave  Trade, — such  right  to  be 
exercised  by  the  ships-of-war  or  cruizers  of  the  respective  navies.  This  right,  as  being  executive,  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  odious.  Jt  would  oppose  obstacles  to  the  advancement  of  our  tnfimt 
mercantile  navy,  seeing  that  it  would  thereby  be  exposed  to  dangers  into  which  it  might  inadvertently 
or  innocently  fall,  by  not  fulfilling  the  conditions  which  are  stipulated  ;  and  the  detention  of  aMexicaii 
vessel  could  never,  in  any  case^  be  just,  inasmuch  as  by  the  laws  of  the  Republic,  and  state  of  its  navy^ 
it  is  not  possible  that  any  one  of  its  citizens  should  engage  in  the  Slave  Trade.  Besides,  another 
<lifficulty  would  arise  from  the  want  of  ships-of-war  to  be  stationed  at  the  cruizing  grounds,  for  it 
would  be  necessary  to  appoint  the  best  officers  in  the  actual  service  of  the  country  on  so  delicate  a 
•commission,  as  otlierwise  the  latter  would  incur  heavy  responsibility  through  the  inexperieace  of  thoat 
who  might  be  ehosen  for  the  puipose,  because  it  is  co^venanted  by  the  Treaty  that  all  the  damages  and 
indemnifications  must  be  made  good  by  the  nation  to  which  the  culpable  officer  belongs. 

The  Committee  direct  attention  to  the  resistance  which  several  Powers  have  ofiei^  against  con* 
ceding  to  others  asky  police  rights  ov^r  their  vessels  and  subjects,  and  that,  if  at  lencrth  many  have 
yielded  tlie  point,  it  ought  to  be  attributed  to  peeulior  ciccumstances ;  and  ae  a  proof  that  the  p9»- 
caution  or  eircums|)ection  which  the  Chamber  propose  should  be  exeivteed,  does  not  procai^  from  auf 
excessive  timidity,  but  that  it  is  a  measure  of  prudence  of  long  standing,  and  well  calculated  in  Europe 
they  point  out  the  conduct  observed  by  other  nations  in  the  matter. 

They  state  that  since  the  year  1788,  the  English  Parliament  turned  their  atten^oa.to  the  extiactioB 
«f  the  Slave  Trade,  which  they  abolished  iu  1805,  a  measure  which  will  reflect  eternal  honour  oo 
Cngland ;  and  that,  owing  to  her  exertions,  it  was  arranged  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna. that  the  aholir 
tion  thereof  should  be  generally  adopted ;  it  being  worthy  of  remark  that  the  Representatives  of  Franca 
and  Portugal  stated  that,  with  regard  to  a  Maritime  Poiice,  they  would  admit  no  other  but  that  which 
each  Power  is  in  (he  habit  of  exercising  towards  its  own  vessels. 

That,  the  generous  sentiments  of  the  British  Nation  not  being  completely  satisfied  with  tlie  result 
of  that  Congress,  they  have  entered  into  various  Treaties,  of  which  three,  say  the  Committee,  are  the 
most  important ;  and  they  take  upon  themselves  to  point  out  many  <liSereoces,  comparing  them  with 
that  stipulated  tvith  Mexico. 

The  Committee  begin  with  the  Treaty  concluded  in  1818  with  His  Mhjesty  the  Ring  of  the  Low 
Countries,  and  remark  that  by  it  the  right  of  search  was  restricted  in  snchwbe,  that  it  cquU  not  be 
practised  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  other  European  Seas,  situated  under  a  e^tatn  latttttd^,r*-ftn  excep- 
tion copmon  to  almost  all  the  Treaties,  save  that  of  Mexico,  whose  vessels  can  be  searched  and 
detained  in  all  seas. 

That,  although,  on  account^f  the  m&nt  state  of  its  Navy,  sucji  exception  would  be  unneoeasaryv 
and  even  ridiculous,  upon  the  same  principle  the  Gommtl^ee  thiidi  the  fanami  *fuk  ^roidd  also  he  sou 
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Hh^  And  amthMT  diftraace  in  dni  Ttm^  hf  niHclr  iC  »  siipdfttod  tM  the  wmkm  of  Tetsels 
sttthotiaMl  lo  «6ttrok  sliaU  net  exceeds  tweWe  for  eech  partgr,  wfaicli  cmmmstaiioe,  which  establishes 
some  kind  of  equilibrium  or  equality  in  the  contract,  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Tresty  under  considera- 
tion ;  atthoogh,  ef«fi  hiKl  a  single  cmizerbeen  agreed  to,  Mexico  would  have  encountered  difficulties 
in- AiliMlhiir  the  condHioti;  and  the  third  diMrenee  the  Committee  make  to  eotisit t  in  that»  by  the 
Treaty  with  the  Low  Ck>untries,  the  search  must  be  practised  by  the  Commander  of  the  convoy*  in 
concert  with  the  Commander  of  the  ccuiaer,  whilst  by  the  Trcsty  with  Mexico  tiie  latter  alone  is 
authorized  to  undertake  it. 

The  Committee  continue  to  compare  the  differences  which  they  discover  between  another 
treaty  concluded  between  England  and  France,  and  that  of  Mexico.  They  observe  that,  by  the 
former,  the  right  of  search  is  confined  within  very  narrow  bounds,  inasmuch  as  the  places  whereat 
it  can  be  exercised,  are  determined,  and  the  number  of  ships,  authorized  to  practice  it,  have  to  be 
settled  every  year,  those  of  one  nation  never  to  exceed  double  the  number  of  those  of  the  other, 
whereas  with  Mexico  everythin*]^  is  unlimiled. 

Moreover,  they  remark  the  diffi^rence  that,  bj  the  Tr^ty  wHh  France,  the  captured  vessels  shall  be 
delivered,  as  well  as  their  equipments,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  nation  to  which  they  may  belong,  and 
tried  accordhig  to  their  respective  laws ;  but  by  that  with  Mexico  they  must  be  placed  at  the  dis* 
posal  of  the  nearest  tribunal,  and  judged  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country  to  which  the  capturing 
vessel  may  belong.  The  Committee  make  mention  of  another  Supplementary  Convention  concluded 
in  Maich,'  1833^  between  Bngland  and  Franee,  and  observe  that,  by  it,  when  the  Conunander  of  a 
orwxer  wishes  to  search  a  vessel  sailing  in  convoy,  he  must  communicate  his  suspicions  to  the  Com- 
mander of  the  latter,  who  shall  proceed  alone  to  the  examination,  and,  by  the  Convention  with 
Mexico,  it  is  quite  the  reverse;  from  which  the  Committee  deduce,  that  all  the  restrictions  detaikd  in 
the  Mexican  Treaty  are  so  many  precautions,  in  order  to  exercise  the  exceptive  right  of  seaich,  which,. 
JO  the  above-mentioned  Treaty,  have  been  omitted. 

The  Committee,  in  conthraation,  examine  the  Treaty  entered  into  by  England  and  Spain,  in  the 
month  of  July,  1835,  and  observe  that,  notwithstanding  its  great  similKude  to  that  of  Mexico,  there 
exist  two  essential  differences  with  regard  to  the  searches.  The  first,  that  the  Mediterranean  and 
Ewopean  Seaa,  up  to  a  certain  ktitade,  are  exempted  therefirom ;  and  the  second,  that  these  seavchea 
must  be  mode  by  the  Commanders  of  the  «cmvoy  and  cruiuer  together.  The  Committee  next  enter 
upon  the  analyeis  of  the  Atmexes  to  the  Treaty.  The  first,  which  contains  instructions  for  the  ships 
employed  in  tlie  prevention  of  the  trade,  they  consider  to  be,  for  the  most  part,  usefoU  in  case  the 
Treaty  be  approved  of.  Even  In  the  event  of  such  approval,  the  Committee  state,  that  the  same 
cannot  be  sakl  with  respect  to  the  second  Annex  or  Document,  wliieh  treats  of  the  deeignatiott  of  (he 
tribuBals  which  :h$rm  to  take  cognizance  of  the  causes  of  detained  vessels ;  seeing  that  by  our  Con* 
stitution  the  point  is  already  determined  in  the  12th  Article,  3rd  Attribution  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Justice,  whose  duty  it  is  to  adjudge  all  offences  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  take  cognizance  of 
all  seizures  by  land  or  sea ;  it  being,  consequently,  impossible  to  create  other  tribunals,  not  evoi  hj 
the  Legislative  body  Itself.  With  respect  to  said  designation  of  Tribunals,  the  Committee  then  shew 
what  other  cocintries  have  stipulated  in  fiivour  of  their  respective  sulijects. 

With  regard  to  the  third  and  last  Annex  of  the  Treaty,  which  contains  the  regulations  for  the 
treatment  of  liberated  negroes,  the  Committee  consider  it  as  having  two  objects :  the  first,  to  prevent 
the  frauds  which  might  be  committed  by  carrying  off  or  stealing  any  negro  and  reducing  lam  to 
slavery,  soppohing  such  negro  not  to  be  one  of  those  liberated  by  the  Tribunal.  But  in  relation  to 
this  point  the  Committee  remark,  that  there  is  not  the  most  remote  danger  of  the  evil  apprehended 
occurring  in  the  Repdblic ;  because  every  one  therein  is  firee,  even  the  slaves  of  other  places,  from 
the  moment  they  tread  her  territory.  The  second  object  the  Committee  conceive  to  be,  that  of 
making  the  negroes  participants  in  the  benefits  of  civilization,  for  which  end  the  method  deemed 
most  efficient  to  its  attainment  has  been  establnhed ;  and  whilst  the  Committee  extol  the  benevoleat 
views  of  a  natkm,  possibly  the  most  powerful  of  the  worki,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  above 
object  is  one  which  ought  to  be  left  altogether  to  the  discretion  and  uncontrolled  will  of  the  Mexican 
Government,  who  will  act  according  to  circumstances.  Respecting  the  certificate  of  emancipatioDt 
which,  by  the  Treaty,  is  to  be  delivmd  to  the  slave  liberated  by  the  Tribunal,  the  Committee  pro* 
noonce  it  to-be  entirely  useless  in  Mexico ;  becauee  to  be  free,  no  further  proof  is  neoessary  than  that 
of  being  alive. 

The  Committee,  consequently,  think  that  the  Treaty  is  not  adapted  to  the  Republic,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  not  suited  to  the  circumstances  thereof,  which  are  liable  to  change,  in  which  case  it  will  he 
prejudicial  to  the  natbn ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  the  change  which  may  take  place,  they  quote  the  addi-^ 
tional  Article  of  that  Docnment,  whereby,  on  acoonnt  of  the  war  in  which. Mexico  la  engaged  with. 
GBncaa,  theveaecis  employed  on  that  service  are  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the  9th  Article, 
although  -aoder  certain  conditions.  They  observe  that,  probably,  this  exception  was  made  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  war  just  mentioned,  which,  had  it  been  subsequent  to  the  stipulation  and  approbation 
of  the  Treaty,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  make  a  fresh  covenant,  the  defence  of  our  natk>nal 
rights  safi^ring  in  the  meanwhile  from  useless  delay. 

Wherefore,  it  being  impossible  to  foresee  what  may  happen  hereafier,  the  Commitee  are  of  opinion 
that  such  general  engagements  should  not  be  entered  into ;  but  they  protest  against  its  being  sup- 
posed that,  for  that  reason,  Mexico  is  not  anxious  to  contribute  towards  the  attainment  of  so  g^nd 
an  object  as  that  of  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade;  on  the  contrary,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion* 
that  the  generous  views  of  Great  Britain  ought  to  be  supported,  and  co-operation  given  to  the  success 
of  a  project  so  benevolent  and  humane,  not  only  to  gratify  that  nation,  but  also  to  meet  the  wishes 
and  feelings  of  Mexicans. 

finally,  the  Committee  propose  that  the  documents  connected  with  the  subject  under  considera- 
tidn  be  returned  to  the  Government,  in  order  that,  being  apprized  of  the  motives  which  have  induced 
the  Chamber  to  reject  the  Treaty,  they  may  enter  into  a  fresh  negotiation,  and  adjust  another  drawn 
np  in  the  customary  terms,  whereby  the  nation  be  not  pledged  to  fiilfil  more  than  it  can  perform,  but 
that  its  ability  and  circumstances  be  taken  into  consideration. 

They,  likewise,  propose  that  a  Law  be  dictated,  declaring  that  all  Mexicans  who  engage  in  the 
Slave  Trade  shall  be  treated  as  pirates;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  Law  of  I3th  July,  1824,  be 
amplified. 

The  Committee  conclude  by  embodying  their  Report  in  the  three  following  Articles : — 
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Ist.  The  Treaty  concluded  between  the  Plenipotentiaries  appointed  by  the  Governinenl  of  Meiieo 
and  that  of  His  Britannic  Majexty,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slate  Trade,  signed  in  Mezieo  on  the 
16th  of  April,  1837,  is  not  approved. 

2nd.  That  the  Documents  having  relation  to  this  matter  be  returned  to  the  Government,  in 
order  that,  in  consideratron  thereof,  .they  may  open  the  negotiations  anew,  and  conclude  another 
Treaty. 

3rd.  A  Law,  amplifying  that  of  13^1  July,  1894,  which  prohibits  the  Slave  Trade,  shall  be  dic- 
tated with  all  possible  brevity. 


No.  142. 

Mr.  A%buT7Jiam  to  F'isoouiU  Pabnerston. — (Mecmved  December  31.) 

My  Lord,  Mexico,  Tfh  November,  1837. 

By  my  Despatch,  Slave  Trade,  of  the  3rd  ultimo,  I  had  the  mortification 
of  announcing  to  your  Lordship  the  unfavourable  reception  which  the  Treaty 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  had  met  with  from  the  G>mmittee  appointed 
by  Congress  to  take  it  into  consideration. 

I  expressed  my  hope  that  I  might  be  enabled  by  this  packet  to  submit  to  your 
Lordship  some  more  favourable  information  on  the  point,  though  I  could  not 
indulge  a  hope,  that  Senhor  Cuevas'  idea  of  procuring  the  withdrawal  of  the  Com- 
mittee's Report  would  prove  feasible. 

My  disappointment  at  my  inability  to  do  so,  is  the  greater  as  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  to  me  proves  how  deeply  interested  Her  Majesty's  (rovernment  feel 
upon  this  subject,  and  how  little  they  will  have  been  prepared  for  the  unfavourable 
termination  of  so  propitious  a  commencement. 

To  the  want  of  energy  of  the  late  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  I  must,  injustice 
to  myself,  attribute  this  result ;  for  aware  of  the  readiness  with  which  the  preceding 
Government  had  met  the  wishes  of  that  of  Her  Majesty,  I  thought  I  might  trust 
to  his  assurances,  that  the  Committee  saw  no  difl&culties  of  any  moment,  and  that 
lie  was  not  remiss  in  giving  to  the  Treaty  all  the  support  and  explanation  necessary. 

In  my  last  conversation  ^vith  His  Excellency,  previously  to  his  leaving  office,  he 
suggested,  that  I  should  apply  to  your  Lordship  for  the  necessary  powers  to  negotiate 
another  Treaty ;  to  which  I  replied,  that  sucir  a  course  was  for  obnous  reasons 
impossible ;  and  that  to  me  it  appeared  equally  obvious,  that,  as  the  Treaty  had 
failed  of  ratification  in  a  great  measure,  through  the  want  of  adequate  support  from 
him,  it  would  be  more  consonant  with  the  professions  of  the  Mexican  Government 
towards  that  of  Great  Britain,  that  they  should  make  the  proposal  through  Senhor 
Gutierrez  de  Estrada,  furnishing  him  without  delay  with  the  necessai-y  instructions 
and  full  powers,  more  particularly  as  Mr.  Pakenham's  presence  in  England  would 
tend  greatly  to  facilitate  and  expedite  the  matter,  for  the  conclusion  of  which  His 
Excellency  expressed  himself  no  less  anxious  than  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

The  non-existence  of  any  real  Government  for  upwards  of  three  weeks,  will  have 
probably  prevented  the  adopting  this  suggestion,  and  I  have  not  yet  had  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  discussing  the  question  with  Senhor  Bocanegra  ;  but  your  Lordship  may 
depend  upon  my  assurance  that  I  will  lose  no  time  in  stating  to  him  the  anxiety 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  upon  this  subject,  and  in  suggesting  to  him  the  pro- 
priety of  making  amends  without  delay,  for  the  disappointment  of  the  reascmaUe 
expectations  formed  by  your  Lordship  of  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  lately  signed. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  C.  ASHBURNHAM. 

The  Right  Hon  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No.  143. 
Mr.  ParktMon  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  December  15.) 

My  Lord,  British  Consulate,  Meaico,  30tk  Sept.  1837. 

Although  the  Official  Slave  Trade  Reports^  concerning  the  alleged  traffic 
between  Cuba  and  Texas  have  not  reached  this  Consulate,  I  nevertheless  have 
gathered  so  many  indications  of  the  existence  of  that  trade,  as  to  induce  me  to  direct 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Vice-Consul  Crawfurd,  of  Tampico,  to  <his  important 
matter,  and  to  instruct  him  to  supply  me  with  the  earliest  and  fullest  information 
thereon,  which  his  recent  personal  observations  in  the  Texas  may  enable  him  to 
afford,  or  that  he  may  be  able  to  supply  from  any  other  authentic  channel  of 
m£>rmation. 

T  have  &e. 
(Signed)     '  JOHN  PARKINSON, 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.  Consul. 

Sfc.  S^c.  Sfc. 


No.  144. 
Mr.  Parkinson  to  Viscount  Pcdmerston. — {Received  December  15.) 

My  Lord,  British  Consuhte,  Mexico,  3rd  October,  1837. 

In  my  Despatch  dated  the  30th  ultimo,  1  had  the  honour  to  state  that  I 
had  instructed  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Crawford,  to  report  to  me  for  your  Lordship's 
information  such  facts  as  might  be  within  his  cognizance,  regarding  the  traffic  in 
slaves  between  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  Texas. 

IKs  Report  has  fortunately  reached  me  before  the  departure  of  the  Legation 
Courier,  and  I  hasten  to  submit  it  to  your  Lordship,  as  fully  corroborative  of  the 
alleged  abuses. 

I  do  not  by  any  means  espouse  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Crawford's  opinion  that  the 
Trade  is  for  the  present  put  aown,  and  I  shall  direct  his  watchful  attention  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  daring  speculations  in  this  inhuman  Trade. 

I  have  6cc 
(Signed)  JOHN  PARKINSON, 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. ,  Consul. 

8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  144. 

Mr.  Joshua  T.  Crawford  to  Mr.  Parkinson. 

British  Consulate,  Tampico,  IBth  September,  1887. 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  ackowledging  the  receipt  of  yonr  Despatch,  No.  18,  dated  the  9th  instant, 
requiring  to  be  supplied  with  the  fullest  information  ^' which  it  maybe  in  my  power  to  furnish' 
relative  to  a  considerable  traffic  in  slaves,  which,  according  to  the  current  and  credited  reports  in  circu- 
lation, is  carrying  on  between  the  island  of  Cuba  and  Texas/' 

The  reports  in  circulation,  I  am  much  concerned  to  say,  are  but  too  well  founded  as  to  the  fact  that 
the  disgraceful  traffic  has  been  carried  on,  but  I  am  at  the  same  time  in  the  belief  that  an  end  has 
been  put  thereto  by  the  active  measures  adopted  by  the  Government  of  the  Texas  to  detect  the  perpe- 
trators within  the  territory,  as  well  as  by  the  cooperation  obtained  from  the  United  States  of  America, 
by  General  Houston,  to  prevent  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  traffic  from  landing  their  cargoes  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Sabine,  from  whence  the  slaves  were  passed  into  Texas,  in  a  manner  which  precluded 
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their  detection  by  the  authorities,  as,  according  to  the  Constitution^  slaves  may  be  taken  into  that 
country  over  the  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

So  far  as  my  information  goes,  there  were  at  one  time  from  four  or  five  vessels  engaged  in  this 
diabolical  trade ;  one,  under  Texan  colours,  landed  slaves  in  the  Brazos  river,  and  was  sometime  under 
detention ;  but  the  Gk)vemment  could  not  prove  the  crime,  which,  by  law  in  Texas,  is  that  of  piracy, 
against  the  suspected  parties,  although  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  slaves  had  been  brought  there,  and 
smuggled  from  on  board.  Two  American  schooners,  and  two  Spanish  small  vessels,  have  also  im- 
ported slaves,  chiefly  landed  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Sabine  river. 

The  Spaniards  have  not  repeated  the  attempts ;  and  the  United  States,  having  a  force  along  the 
Sabine,  the  traffic  is  virtually  put  an  end  to.  The  last  vessel  which  made  an  attempt  in  this  way,  the 
American  schooner,  ^*  Emperor'*  was  captured  bv  the  United  States'  squadron,  ana  narrowly  escaped 
condemnation  at  Pensacola.  Unless  die  traffic  has  been  resumed  very  lately,  imd  which  I  have  not 
heard  is  the  case,  it  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  for  the  present  put  down  ;  but  that  it  will  be  repeated  I 
have  little  doubt,  and  therefore  the  vigilance  of  our  cruizere  on  the  station  ought  to  be  directed  to  a 
matter  of  so  much  importance. 

To  do  this  effectually,  a  proper  understanding  is  required  with  the  Gk>vemment  of  the  United  States, 
that,  in  the  event  of  slaves  being  found  on  board  an  American  vessel,  she  may  be  sent  or  taken  to 
Pensacola,  or  some  other  port  which  may  be  agreed,  £>r  adjudication. 

In  the  report  which  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  Hit  Majesty's  Government  fromTexasr  in  June 
last,  I  touched  upon  this  very  interesting  subject,  and  stated  my  convfction  of  the  earnest  desire  there 
is  on  the  part  of  the  Goverdment  of  the  Texas  to  put  aa  end  to  this  inhuman  traffic  I  hope  that  the 
suggestions  in  my  report  may  induce  measures  which,  if  prudently  acted  upon  with  that  people,  will 
dose  the  door  to  slavery  there ;  a  desideratum  to  be  obtained  at  litde  eoflt  ao^,  bvt.  liiiich,.  if  kmger 
delayed,  will  be  of  very  difficult  arrangement,  as  the  point  must  be  ooneaded  before  they  have  a  sUse 
population  so  extensive  as  to  exclude  free  labour^  which  will  be  soon  the  case,  and  the  value  of  the 
slaves  to  thenr  proprietDrs  becomes  a  bar  to  thdr  manumisakm. 

I  hii^re,&e.9 
(Signed)  J08HUik  V.  CRAMFOS^. 

Vice  Comal. 
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No.  145. 
Mr.  Hood  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. — (Received  June  19*A.) 

My  liQRn,  Monte  Video,  2Qth  March,  1837. 

I  THINK  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that  I  had  a  conrersatdon 
yesterday  with  the  Minister  of  Finance,  touching  oertaia  points  of  the  £kiglish 
Treaty.  He  informed  me  that  Mr.  Giro  had  been  instructed  by  this  Gor^nment, 
«o  soon  as  he  should  ha^e  completed  his  negotiations  at  Madrid,  to  proceed  to 
London,  and  Ihere  endeavour  to  come  to  some  definite  understanding  with  yoor 
Lordship  upon  the  several  articles  of  the  Treaty  in  dispute,  previous  to  his  return 
to  this  country,  when  in  all  probability  he  will  take  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Relations,  and  become  &e  Plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  with  Mr.  Mandeville. 

X  have  ^c. 
THOMAS  SAMUEL  HOOD. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 

Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  146. 
M.  Giro  to  Viscount  Pettmopeton. — (Received  June  21.) 

(Extract.)  Madridy  8  de  Jumo,  1837. 

iEl  Bergantin  Oriental  Bio  de  ia  Plata  propio  ciudadano  de  aquella  Republica 
y  navegando  bajo  su  paveQon  con  destino  a  Monte  Video,  fue  apresado  el  28  de 
;Noviembre  de  1834  por  la  Corbeta  de  S.  M.  B«  ''  Rakigh'"  Capitan  Miguel 
Lewis,  por  haberse  encontrado  a  su  borda  un  cierto  numero  de  Colonos  Africanos 
destinados  a  Monte  Video  en  virtud  de  un  contrado  celebrado  entre  el  'Gobierno 
de  aquel  Estado  y  los  proprietarios  dd  buque ;  fue  conducido  al  Rio  Teneguo  y 
juagado  por  la  comision  MiiLta  alii  establicida^  cuya  incompetencia  parece  mani- 
^fiesta  por  haberse  procedido  y  pronuneiado  ^entencia  contra  el,  bajo  el  falso 
supuesto  de  ser  buque  brasilefio. 

Esta  sencilla  exposicion  del  caso  basta  para  que  V.  E,  conosca  la  nalurale^  de 
la  demanda  euyo  arf^lo  solicita  el  Gobierao  Oriental  del  Vmgoay,  y  no  dudo 
que  el  de  S.  M.  B.  se  sentira  ignalmente  interesado  en  su  esclarecimiento,  y  en 
proporcionar,  en  su  caso,  la  satistaccion  a  que  tubiera  lugar  por  el  medio  que  me 
he  tornado  la  libertad  de  iAdicar  en  cumplimiento  de  las  prevenciones  de  mi 
<7otnemou 


Transldtion. 
(Extract.)  Madrid^  June  8,  1837. 

The  Oriental  brig  '*  Rio  de  la  Plat(h^  owneid  by  citizens  of  that  Republic  and  na^iiiptine  under  its 
colours,  was  proMcuting  her  voyage  to  Monte  Video,  wboi  she  was  captured  on  •the  28^  November, 
1834,  by  His  Britannic  J&lajesty  s  schooner  '*  Raleigh,"  CAptain  Michael  Lewis,  because  he  h^d  found 
on  J^ard  her  a  «eiiaiB  number  of  African  colonists  destined  for  Monte  Video,  in  virtue  of  a  contraet 
concluded  between  the  Govenunent  of  that  State  and  the  owners  of  that  vessel ;  she  was  taken  to  Wo 
de  Janeiro,  And  a4>udged  by  the  Mixed  Commission  there  established  whose  incompetence  appears  to 
he  .manifest,  as  proceeding  were  commenced  and  sentence  pronounced  against  her  under  the  &lse 
supposition  of  her  being  a  Brazilian  vessel. 

This  plain  statement  of  the  case  is  sufficient  lor  Tour  Excellency  to  understand  the  nvtufe  of  the 
claim  for  whose  arrangement  the  Oriental  Government  of  the  Uruguay  is  anxious,  and  I  make  no 
doubt  that  the  Government  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  will  likewise  be  interested  in  having  'it  cleared 
up,  and  in  .giving,  if  such  should  turn  o«t  to  be  the  case,  satisfaction  to  whom  it  may  be  due  through 
.the  medium  which  I  have  taken  the  liber^  to  point  out  in  compliance  with  directions  from  my  Govern- 
ment 
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No.  147. 
T.  S.  Hood  to  VUcount  Palmerrtm,  G.C.B.-^iReeehed  October  7.) 

Mt  Lord,  Monte  Fideo,  QOth  Ame,  1837. 

The  long-protracted  civil  war  in  the  Province  of  Rio  Grande  having 
broken  up  the  greater  part  of  those  extensive  Charqueadas  which  had  been  esta- 
blished for  many  years  past  in  that  Province,  and  many  a  wealthy  proprietor  having 
emigrated  to  this  Republic,  bringing  with  them  a  large  number  of  slaves  as 
labourers,  to  carry  on  m  this  country  a  similar  pursuit,  caused  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  be  drawn  to  this  practice,  as  an  infraction  of  the  131st  Article  of 
the  Constitution,  which  most  positively  and  unconditionally  prohibits  the  introdue* 
tion  of  slaves  under  any  form  or  circumstance. 

This  question  having  been  agitated,  the  emigrants  claimed  the  privileges  which 
they  alleged  to  be  conceded  under  the  word  property,  by  the  147m  Article  of  the 
Constitution,  which  says,  that  '*  any  indiviauai  is  at  liberty  to  enter  the  territory 
of  the  Republic,  to  reside  in  it,  and  to  quit  it  with  his  property,  observing  the 
laws  of  police,  &c. 

Tlie  Legislature,  with  a  view  of  reconciling  those  differences,  and  to  a<Uu8t  the 
discrepancies  between  the  two  Articles,  passed  a  Law  to  that  effect,  a  (jopy  ci 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  Lordship's  information. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  SAMUEL  HOOD. 

The  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 

SfC.  8f€.  8f€. 


Enclosure  in  No.  147. 
Decree. 


(Translatioii.) 

The  Senate  and  Chamber  of  Representatives  of  the  Oriental  Republic  of  the  Urugnay^  in  General 

Assembly. 

Monte  Video,  June  lith,  1887. 
It  being  their  duty  to  put  an  end  to  the  abuses  which  the  non-compliance  with  thelSlsi  Artide 
of  the  Constitution  has  given  rise  to,  and  keeping  in  view  that  in  case  the  introduction  of  negroes, 
either  as  slaves,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  should  again  take  place,  measures,  which  humanity 
requires,  are  absolutely  necessary  to  provide  for  such,  as  iu  the  act  of  entering  the  territory  of  the  Re- 
public, shall  be.  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  conceded  to  them  by  the  Constitution. 
And  it  being  requisite  at  the  same  time  to  conciliate  this  liberty  with  their  undvilised  state  decrees, 
with  the  value  and  force  of  law. 

Art.  1.  Such  negp*oes  as  shall  be  introduced  into  the  Republic,  after  the  publication  of  this  Law, 
under  any  denomination  whatsoever,  shall  by  the  Act  be  free  (de  hecho  y  de  derecho). 

Art.  2.  The  negroes  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Article  shall  be  apprenticed  by  the  Public  Autho- 
rities until  they  become  of  age,  the  Master  giving  bond  for  a  sum  equivalent  to  twenty  dollars  per 
annum,  which  fund  shall  be  delivered  to  the  negro  on  his  completing  the  term  of  his  service. 

Art.  3.  Such  as  are  of  more  than  twenty-five  years  of  age  shall  be  apprenticed  for  three  years  on 
the  same  terms  as  are  established  for  those  under  age. 

Art.  4.  The  classification  of  ages  to  be  intrusted  to  a  Committee  in  each  chief  town  of  the  Depart- 
ment, composed  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  as  President ;  the  President  of  the  Junta  Economica,  the 
Vicar,   and  the  Guardian  of  Minors. 

Art.  5.  The  Committee  shall  keep  a  register,  in  which  shall  be  entered  the  description  of  the  negrro, 
the  name  of  the  master  and  his  surety,  with  the  residence  of  both. 

Art.  6.  The  masters  shall  be  obliged  to  treat  them  well,  to  clothe  them  sufiiciently,  to  give  proper 
attendance  during  sickness,  and  to  instruct  them  in  moridity  and  religion. 

Art.  7.  Ill-treatment,  and  the  failure  in  fulfilling  any  of  the  obligations  imposed  on  the  master  in 
the  foregoing  article,  shall  be  sufficient  cause  for  removal  from  his  charge,  and  he  is  to  deposit  with 
the  master  who  succeeds  him  the  sum  that  has  become  due  to  the  apprentice  for  the  time  he  may  have 
been  in  his  service,  with  the  intervention  of  the  magistrate  who  taxes  cognizance  of  the  case,  and  of 
the  guardian  of  minors. 

Art.  8.  The  individuals  not  comprehended  in  this  law  are, — 1st  Negroes  or  people  of  colour,  who 
have  become  firee,  and  who  enter  of  their  own  accord  the*territory  of  the  Republic.  2nd.  Slaves  who 
have  run  away  from  their  masters,  and  taken  shelter  in  the  said  territory,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  their 
owners,  and  immediately  sent  out  of  the  country.  3rd.  Slaves  introduced  with  their  owners,  when 
the  latter  have  emigrated  with  their  property,  or  such  as  are  in  the  service  of  persons  passing  through 
the  Republic,  but  such  can  neither  be  sold  nor  made  over  under  any  pretence,  and  they  must  be  taken 
out  of  the  country  within  one  year  from  the  time  of  their  yitroduction. 

Art.  9.  The  importers  of  negroes  or  persons  of  colour,  of  whatsoever  chiss  or  denomination 
they  may  be,  and  those  persons  who  buy  or  obtain  as  slaves  by  any  titie,  or  contribute  directly  or 
indirectly  to  their  introduction,  or  to  this  traffic,  incur  the  penalty  of  infamy,  and  a  fine  of  horn  100 
to  200  dollars  for  each  one,  to  be  applied,  one  half  to  the  Public  Treasury  and  the  other  half  to  tiie 
informer,  and  should  the  sale  be  made  of  any  such  as  are  comprehemded  in  the  second  and  tlurd 
exceptions  ^  the  foregoing  article,  die  slave  beeomes  free  by  the  act,  and  the  person  selling  hun  shall 
pay  his  value,  to  be  applied  in  the  same  manner  to  the  Treasury  and  the  informer. 

.Art.  10.  Such  pereous  as  shall  abduct  from  the  territory  of  the  Republic,  negroes^  who  by  this 
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law  shouM  be  placed  under  guardianship,  shall  incur  the  same  penalty  of  inftiRiy,  and  be  liable  to 
double  the  amount  of  the  fine  established  in  the  first  part  of  the  preceding  Article. 

Art  11.  The  Execulife  will  dictate  all  the  measures  conducive  to  the  effective  fidfilment  of  this 
Law,  and  if  authorised  to  concede  a  prolongation  of  the  term  fixed  for  the  sending  away  of  negroes 
refened  to  in  the  third  exception  of  the  Eighth  Article,  when  their  masters  shall  shew  sufl^ient 
grounds  or  motives  to  justify  it,  but  this  prolongation  cannot  exceed  the  sanfe  length  of  time  appointed 
by  the  above-mentioned  Eighth  Article. 

(Signed)  MANUEL  J.  ERRASQUIA, 

President. 

MIGUEL  A  BERRO, 

Secretary. 


No.  148. 
Viscount  Pahnerston  to  M.  Giro, 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  October  19<A,  1837. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  the  letter  which  you  addressed  to  me  on 
the  8th  of  June,  requesting,  that  instructions  might  be  sent  to  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Buenos  Ayres,  to  confer  with  the  Montevidean  Government,  as  to  the 
compensation  claimed  by  Montevideo  on  account  of  the  capture  of  the  "  Rio  de 
Plata;'  or  Bio  de  la  Plata^^  detained  on  the  28th  of  November,  1834,  while  sail- 
ins  under  the  Montevidean  flag,  with  523  negroes  on  board,  by  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
*'  ilaleigh/'  and  taken  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  she  was  condemned  on  the  9th  of 
February,  1835,  by  the  British  and  Brazilian  Court  of  Mixed  Commission,  for 
having  been  engaged  in  the  tra£^c  in  slaves. 

The  claim  thus  brought  forward  by  the  Montevidean  Government,  is  founded 
upon  the  assumption,  that  the  *'  Bio  de  la  Plata  "  was  a  Montevidean  vessel,  and 
the  property  of  a  citizen  of  the  Montevidean  Republic;  but  after  an  attentive 
reconsideration  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  cannot  see  any  reason  to  differ 
from  the  opinion  ^ven  thereupon  by  the  Court  of  Mixed  Commission,  namely,  that 
the  '^  Bio  de  la  rhia  "  was,  in  fact,  the  property  of  a  Brazilian  subject ;  was 
engaged  at  the  time  of  her  detention  in  the  traffic  in  slaves ;  and  was,  therefore, 
liable  to  condemnation  under  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  Brazil,  for  the  Abolition  of  that  Traffic. 

In  further  proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  sentence  of  the  Mixed  Court,  which 
rejected  the  plea  that  the  ^^Bio  'de  la  Plata**  was  hondfde  a  Montevidean  vessel,  I 
have  to  inform  you,  that  it  has  been  reported  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that,  in 
1833,  the  "  Bio  de  la  Plata "  sailed  under  the  Brazilian  flag  for  the  Coast  of 
Africa,  and  that  she  returned  in  February,  1834,  and  landed  450  negroes  at  Mal- 
donado— that  prior  to  her  departure  from  Montevideo,  in  the  month  of  June  follow- 
ing, on  the  voyage  on  which  she  was  captured,  no  sale  of  the  vessel  was  made  at 
Montevideo,  and  no  duty  paid,  as  is  customary  on  any  sale  or  transfer ;  and,  lastly, 
that  Villaca,  whose  property  she  liad  been,  while  under  the  flag  of  Brazil,  continued 
to  enjoy  the  character  of  a  Brazilian  subject,  long  after  Montevidean  colours  had 
been  hoisted  on  board  his  vessel,  he  not  having  taken  out  letters  of  citizenship,  till 
after  the  capture  of  the  '^  Bio  de  la  Plata  "  in  November,  1834. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  the  honour  to  assure  you,  that  the  flag  of  the  Montevidean 
Republic,  when  born  by  Montevidean  vessels,  will  always  meet  with  the  respect 
and  attention,  due  by  the  c^niizers  of  Her  Majesty  to  the  flag  of  an  independent  and 
friendly  State ;  and  that  prompt  and  complete  satisfaction  would  be  offered  by  the 
British  Government,  should  any  of  its  officers  so  far  forget  their  duty,  as  to  molest 
such  vessels  ;  but  Her  Majesty's  Government  can  only  view  the  case  of  the  **  Bio 
de  la  Plata,**  a»  one  in  which  the  flag  of  Montevideo  was  fraudulently  assumed  by  a 
Brazilian  subject  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  it  cannot  therefore  consent  to 
instruct  the  British  Minister  at  Montevideo,  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claim  for  compensation,  now  put  for^vard  by  the  Montevidean  Govern- 
ment, on  account  of  the  capture  of  this  vessel. 

I  am,  &c. 
M.  Giro.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 
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No.  149. 
M.Oiro  to  Vi9eount  Paimepston — {Reeeiwd  Dee.  12^,) 

Madrid,  24  de  Navembre,de  1887. 

He  tenido  el  honor  de  recibir  la  nota  que  Y.  E.  me  dirigio  el  19  de  Octubie 
ultimo,  baciendome  eaber  que  el  Gobiemo  de  S.  M.  B.  no  puede  consentir  en  instruir 
al  Ministro  Ingl^  residente  en  Buenos  Ayres,  para  entrar  en  negociaciones  con  el 
Gobiemo  de  la  Republica  Oriental  del  Uruguay  cerca  de  las  reciamaciones  sobre 
indemnisation,  que  dicho  Gobiemo  ha  promovido,  por  el  apresamiento  y  condenacioa 
del  Bergantin  Oriental  **  Rio  de  la  Plata,''  en  razon  de  que  elGobierno  de  S.  M.  B. 
mira  este  caso  como  uno  en  que  se  ha  usado  fraudalentamente  del  pabellon  de  la 
Republica,  por  un  subdito  brasileflo  implicado  en  el  trafico  de  esclavos. 

No  me  compete  entrar  en  observaciones  sobre  los  particulares  que  contiene  la 
nota  de  V.  E.,  a  que  tengo  el  honor  de  contestar,  porque  mi  encargo  en  esta  parte 
esta  limitado  a  representar  i  V.  E.  la  conreniencia  de  que  el  Gobiemo  de  S.  M.  B. 
adoptase  el  medio  que  propuse  en  el  nombre  de  mi  Gobiemo^  para  facilitar  el 
esclarecimiento  y  resolucion  del  caso  in  cuestion,  y  solo  me  incimiDe  transmitir  al 
coaocimiento  de  mi  Gobiemo  la  respuesta*  que  V.  E.  lia  dado  k  mi  indicadon. 

Dejandoasi  oumptidos  les  objetos  de  la  comision  que  me  confio  mi<]^ienio, 
Gomo  8u  Agente  ctmfidencial  cerca  de  V.  E.  ceso  desde  limgo  en  elia,  y^Bcio  me  reeta 
agradecer  a  V.  E.  las  eonsideradioiies  que  durairte  eUa  me  ha  dispensado. 

Reitero  a  V.  E.,  &c. 

(Firmado)  JUAN  J.  GIRO. 

'AlViseende  PalmeretonyG.CB. 
Sfc.  ^. 


Translation. 

UTadnd,  t4ANmmAer,  1837. 

I  K4TE  kad  the  honour  to  feceive  the  note,  ^kfa  your  Lordship  ftddreesed  to  me  on  the  I9th 
October  uhimo,  to  mform  me  that  the  Gmremment  of  Hor  Britannic  Mi^ty  «aaaot  eansent  to  lo- 
struct  the  Eitglish  Minister,  residing  at  Buenos  Ay  res,  to  enter  intott^;ociadaB  with  the  Gofenuneiit 
of  the  Oriental  Republic  of  the  Uruguay,  concerning  the  demand  for  indemnity  which  the  said 
'Government  has  made  on  account  of  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  the  Oriental  brig,  the  Rio  de 
la  PlaiOj  because  Her  Britannic  Mi^ty's  Government  considers  this  case  as  one  in  whidi  ibt 
flag  of  the  Republic  has  been  fraudulently  empleyed  by  a  B^radKan  sdbject^eagaged  in  the  Skufe 
Trade. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  enter  into  obsf  rvatlons  on  the  particulars  alluded  to  in  your  Lordship's  note,  as 
my  histructrotts  on  this  subject  are  limited  to  stating  to  your  Lordship,  how  desirable  it  would  be,  if 
Her  firitaimic  Majesty's  Gkivemment  would  adopt  the  measure  proposed  by  me  In  the  name  of  my 
Government  with  the  view  of  ^Eidlitating  the  clearing  up  and  adjiuting  the  eaae  in  <|neataMi;  awd  aU 
that  I  now  can  do  is,  to  put  my  Government  in  possession  of  the  answer  returned  hy  your  Lordsfaqp 
to  my  application. 

Having  thus  ftrifllled  the  object  of  the  commission  which  my  Government  confided  to  me  as  its  con- 
Mential  Agent  with  your  Lofdship,  I  have  vow  only  to  thank  your  Lordship  lor  the  considerations 
with  which  your  Lordship  has  treated  me  during  the  aarae. 

I  repeat  to  your  Lordship  on  this  occasion,  &e.  4bc., 

Lord  Viscount  PalmersUm  JUAN  F.  GIRO. 

Sfc,  Src. 
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No.  150. 
Mr.  PRiheu  to  ffheount  Ptdmenton. — (Received  December  26.) 

MtLoed^  Limay  I8th  Jult/^J837. 

I  haTathe  li<meur  to  ackiiowled^e  the  receipt^  oathie  14th  instant,  of  your  Xiord- 
ships  **  Circular  "  of  the  27tb  of  January  last,  marked  "  Syiave  Trade  "  covering  the 
Tiaofilation  of  ^  Decree,  issued  at  Lisbon  on  the  10th  of  December,  1836,  for  the 
AboUtion  of  the.  Slaw  Trade  throughout  the  Portuguese  doniinions4 

I  hare,  &€. 
(Signed)  BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

The  Bight  Hon.  FUeQuni  Paimerston,  G.C.B. 
8fe.  8fc.  8fc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


136 


VENEZUELA. 


No.  161. 
Sir  It.  K.  Porter  to  VUcount  PabnerMton. — (Received  May  7.) 

My  Lord,  Caracas,  \6th  February,  1837. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  of 
December  15th,  1836,  on  the  subject  of  the  Correspondence  which  bad  taken 
place  between  the  Venezuelian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  myself,  for  nego- 
tiating a  Treaty  between  this  Republic  and  Great  Britain  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  and  also  the  Copy  oi  the  Draft  of  the  Treaty  originally  transmitted^ 
showing  the  alterations  whicn  are  to  be  made  in  order  to  meet  the  objections 
raised  by  the  Venezuelian  Minister.  Every  point  shall  be  most  strictly  attended 
to  by  me,  when  the  affair  comes  under  negotiation,  to  accelerate  which  not  a 
moment  shall  be  lost,  as  soon  as  the  Ministry  of  the  new  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
State  is  formed^  an  event  that  must  take  place  immediately  on  the  arrival  from 
Europe  of  his  Excellency  theVice-Preisident,  General  Carlos  Soublette,  now  daily 
expected. 

Allow  me,  likewise,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  '^  Full  Power,"  with  which 
his  Majesty  has  graciously  honoured  me^  authorizing  my  signing  the  Treaty  in 
question. 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  KER  PORTER. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8[c.  Sfc. 


No.  152. 
Sir  R.  K*  Porter  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  May  7.) 
My  Lord,  Caracas,  10th  March,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
of  January  27th.,  (headed  ^^  Slave  Trade  Circular"),  transmitting,  for  my  informa- 
tion, the  Trandation  of  a  Decree,  issued  in  Lasbon  in  Decemlxr,  1836,  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  throughout  the  Portuguese  Dominions. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  KER  PORTER. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  153. 

Sir  JR.  K.  Porter  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  June  IS.) 
(Extract.)  Caracas,  6th  May,  1837. 

Ik  consequence  of  the  non-arrival  from  Eurq>e  until  last  March,  of  the 
new  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Republic,  and  also  from  the  resignation  of  the  Vice- 
Presidetit  (charged  with  the  Executive  Power),  and  Ministers  of  State,  on  the  2(Mi 
of  January,  in  agreement  with  the  Constitution ;  it  became  impossible  for  me  to 
take  any  steps  in  the  affair  of  the  Treaty  for  the  abelition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves, 
before  the  new  public  functionaries  came  into  office.  As  soon,  however,  as  thesfe 
Authorities  were  installed,  I  lost  no  time  in  addressing  Senor  Santos  Micbelena 
(the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs)  on  the  subject,  stating  to  him  the  proposition 
your  Lordship  had  directed  me  to  submit  to  the  Executive  for  adoption,  viz.,  the 
system  now  in  operation,  under  the  Conventions  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  so  well  calculated  to  meet  the  objections  that  have  been  made  on  the  part 
of  the  Vice-President,  when  the  Draft  of  the  Treaty  vras  laid  before  him.    I  like*- 
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wise  informed  the  Venezuelian  Minister  tbataFuU  Power  was  sent  to  me  from  the 
King,  under  the  Great  Seal,  authorizing  my  negotiating  and  signing  the  Treaty 
in  question. 

My  Note  was  answered  by  Senor  Michelena^  on  the  27th  ultimo,  fixing  the  2d 
of  the  present  month  for  opening  the  conferences,  and  informing  me  that  he  had 
been  named  by  the  President  as  the  Commissioner  for  Venezuela. 

On  the  day  appointed  we  met.'  Ottf  respective  Pcrwers  were  exliibited.  Copies 
exchanged,  and  I  placed  a  fair  Copy  of  the  corrected  Draft  of  the  Ti*eaty  in  ^ 
Minister's  hands  for  trauslatimr  and  Bubmitting  to  the  Executive. 

■  ■       ■  ^ 

Enclosure  in  No.  1 53, 

(Copy. — ^Translation.) 

Republic  of  Venezuela. 
Sir,  Secretary  of  Staters  Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Caracas,  27th  April,  1837. 

The  XJDdersigned,  in  fulfilling  the  orders  of  his  Excellency  the  Executive  Power,  has  the 
honour  and  satisfaction  of  informing  the  Chargt^  d' Affaires  that  he  has  heen  nominated  and  fiilly 
authorized  to  negotiate  with  him  a  Treaty  on  the  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves,  in  virtue  of  his 
official  Note  of  the  20tb  March  last,  and  which,  from  existing  circumstances,  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  Undersigned  to  answer  until  the  present  moment.  He,  therefore,  now  adds  that,  on  the  2d 
of  May  next,  at  11  o*c]ock,  he  will  be  ready  to  open  the  conferences  in  the  Office  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
With  sentiments  of  consideration,  the  Undersigned  has  the  honour  to  remain,  &c. 

(Signed)  SANTOS  MIC  HELENA. 

Sir  Robert  Ker  Porter,  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Charge  d* Affaires. 

No.  154. 

Viscount  Pahnereton  to  Sir  R.  K.  Pokier. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  \6th  July,  1837. 

I  TRANSMIT  to  you  a  full  power,  which  the  Queen  has  been  pleased  to 
grant  to  you  under  the  Great  Seal,  renewing  the  full  powers  with  which  you  were 
invested  by  his  late  Majesty  King  William  IV.,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  and 
concluding  a  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Republic  of  Venezuela,  for 
the  abolition  of  the  traflBc  in-slaves. 

I  am,  &c. 
Sir  Robert  Ker  Porter,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

No.  155. 

Sir  R.  K.  Porter  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  July  16,) 

My  Lord,  Caracas,  2Qtk  May^  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  traMmitting  to  your  Lordship  the  Protocol  of  the 
Conferences  on  negotiating  the  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Traffic  in  Slaves, 
now  entered  into  between  His  Majesty  and  the  Republic  of  Venezuela.  The  Con- 
ferences were  opened  on  the  2d  of  May,  and  terminated  on  the  19th,  on  which  day 
the  Treaty  was  signed  by  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  KER  PORTER. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
_  .  4:c.  Sfc.  8fc. 

No.  156. 

Sir  R.  K.  Porter  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  October  23.) 

Mt  Lord,  Caracas,  7th  September,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Iiordship's  Despatch 
of  15th  July,  transmitting  a  full  power,  which  the  Queen  has  been  pleased  to  grant, 
renewing  thajt  with  which  His  late  Majesty  had  invested  me,  for  negotiating  and 
concluding  a  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Traffic  in  Slaves,  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Republic  of  Venezuela. 

In  case  a  renewal  of  the  Negotiations  should  become  necessary  for  any  additional 
Convention  thereon,  the  present  full  power  may  then  be  resorted  to. 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  KER  PORTER. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pabnerstan,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  ^c.  8fc. 
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No.  157. 
Sir  R.  K.  Porter  to  FUeount  Painer*ton.^(Reeeived  Oct.  23.) 

My  Lord,  Caraeat,  September  7th,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledjge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch, 
of  July  15th,  headed  "Circular,  Slave  Trade,"  transmitting  2  Copies  of  Papers, 
marked  A.  and  B.,  relating  to  that  traffic, 

I  remun,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  K.  PORTER, 

TIte  Right  Hon.  Fiecount  Paburttan,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 
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UNITED  STATES, 


No.  158. 
'■'^ .  Viscount  Pabnerstan^  to  H.  S.  FoXy  Esq. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  lAth  August  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  for  your  information,  the  Extracts  from  3  Despatches, 
which  I  have  received  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  contain* 
in^  Reports  upon  the  Slave  Trade  carried  on  at  that  port  during  the  months  of 
IMuirch,  April,  and  May,  1837.  I  perceive  with  regret  that  in  all  these  Papers, 
proof  exists  of  the  continued  employment  of  vessels  under  the  American  flag  in  the 
Slave  Trade.  > 

In  the  Report  for  March  it  is  stated, ''  that  the  American  brig,  the  ''  Two 
Friends^*'  is  supposed  to  have  carried  out  a  slaving  equipment  for  the  2  Portuguese 
vessels,  the  **  Tratado,'  and ''  OUmpia,'  which  cleared  out  on  the  same  day ;  and  ia 
the  Report  for  May,  the  *'  Viper, '^  which  left  the  Havana  in  October  last,  under  the 
American  flag,  is  stated  to  have  cleared  out,  under  the  flag  of  Portugal,  on  a  slaving 
expedition. 

On  reference  to  my  Despatch  to  you,  of  the  21st  of  January,  1837,  you  will  find, 
that  the  "  Viper,*  or,  as  sne  is  now  called,  the  "  Vtbora  de  Cabo  Verde,''  is  one  of 
the  vessels  to  which,  in  October  last.  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  draw  the  attention  of  the  American  Consul  at  the  Havana.  The  de- 
parture of  this  vessel,  under  the  circumstances  now  stated  by  the  Commissioners, 
affords  evidence  of  the  justness  of  the  suspicions  they  then  entertained,  that  her  ulti- 
mate destination  was  the  traffic  in  slaves ;  you  will,  therefore,  communicate  the  en- 
closed Reports  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  urge  the  expediency  of 
its  taking  some  immediate  steps  to  check  this  growing  evil,  and  to  secure  the  flag  of  ^ 
the  United  States  from  the  reproach  of  being  used  to  protect  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have   &^c 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq. 


No.  159. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  9th  December,  1837. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  communication  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at 
Sierra  Leone,  reporting  the  arrival  at,  and  departure  from,  Aat  Colony  of  a 
schooner  bearing  the  fla^  of  the  United  States,  under  circumstances  which  afford 
good  grounds  for  suspicion,  that  she  was  intended  for  the  traffic  in  slaves* 

T  have  &c 
(Signed)  '  PALMERSTON. 

ToH.8.Fox,E*q. 
Sfe.    ifc.    Sfc. 
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-No.  160.      - 
Mr.  Caurtenay  to  P^iscotMt  Palmerffttm.^-^Received  April  25.) 

My  Lord,  •      Port  au  Prince,  lOth  March,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  stat^  that  I  am  informed  by  a  Letter  from  Vice 
Consul  Zimmer^  dated  Aux  Cayes,  4th  instant,  that  a  slaving  aehooner  under  the 
Brazilian  flag  called  "  Paquette  de  €apo  Verde,''  commanded  by  Luis  Torres, 
was  wrecked  on  the  Folle  Reefs,  near  that  city,  on  the  28th  uUimo,  Imving  pre- 
viously landed  his  cargo  at  Ponce,  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rioo. 

The  shackles  and  water-casks  found  on  board  left  no  doubt  of  his  character, 
which  was  confirmed  by  the  Master  on  his  examination,  who  stated  that  he  was  on 
his  way  to  Matanzas,  in  Cuba,  to  refit  and  arrange  for  anotheor  voyage.  Mr. 
Zimmer  does  not  appear  to  think  the  Master  or  crew,  amounting  to  17,  will  be 
detained,  but  it  was  not  known  how  tlie  proceeds  of  the  articles  saved  from  the 
wreck  would  be  appropriated.  -  'J^t^$. 

Ihave,  &c.  >'>^ 

(Signed)  G.  W.  L.  COUBTENAY, 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Pahner^Um,  G.C.B.  dmsiU. 

Sfc.  8f€.  Sfe. 


London  :  Printed  by  W.  Clowbs  and  Soks,  StwnlndHrtiMl, 
For  Her  Majesty**  Statkmefy  Office. 
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D.  March  3, 
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Havana         •       -       -      i- 

Slave  Trade  carried  on  in 
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Slave  Trade  carried  on  in 
Spanish  vessels,  under  the 
Portuguese  flag      •        -      8" 

Answer  to  a  representation 
made  in  1836,  as  to  the 
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the  Portuguese  Flag; 
bound  to  the  Havana  -  15 
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''Ligeira:"— Bound  to  iht 
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D.  April       9, 
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7,  1838    Probable    effects    of    the 
S!,    «n-         Dutch   system  a(    Re* 
cruiting    on    the    Gold 
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One  Enclosure    R.  April     16,    —         recruiting  in  Africa  for 

the  Dutch  Army  -       -    40 

49*  Sir  E.  C.  Bisbrowe  to  ViBCOunt  Palmerstoo       -    P.April    13,    —     Assurances  of  the  Dutch 

R.  April    16,    —         Government  on  recruit- 
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BRAZIL. 

60.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston       -       -    D.Nov. 

Five  Enclosures    R.  Jan. 

28,  1837 
31,  1838 

51.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston      -       -    D.  Not. 

One  Enclosure    R.  Jan. 

28,  1837 
31,  1838 

i  52.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Visagsmt  Palmerston      -       -    D.  Dec. 

One  Enclosure    R  Feb. 

18,  1837 
13.  1838 

Arrivals  and  departures  of 
slave-vessels  in  October - 


&3L  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hamilton     - 

One  Enclosure 


D.Feb.      28,    — 


54.  Mr.  Hamitton  to  Viscount  Palmenton 

t)ne  Enclosure 

55.  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

One  Enclosure 

56.  Mr.  Gordon  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -       - 

One  Enclosure 

57.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  M.  Galvao   - 


58.  Viseoont  Pafanerston  to  Mr.  €rordan  • 

59.  M.  Galvao  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

€0.  Viscount  PalmerstOT  to  M.  Galvao   - 
61.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.Ouseley  - 

CS.  Viscount  PalmentoD  to  Mr.  Ouselej  - 
63.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Ouseley 


D.Dec.  31,  18S7 

R.  March  5,  1838 

D.  Dec.  31,  1837 
R.  March    5,  1838 

D.  Jan.  19,    — 

R.  March  18,    — 

D.  March  23,    — 


D.  March  26»    «^ 


D.  April  3, 

R.  April  4, 

D.  April  16, 

D.April  28, 


D.  April     28, 
D.  April    30, 


Arrivals  of  slave  vessels  in 
December,  1837     - 

Demanding  a  Brazilian  law 
making  Slave  Trade  pi- 
racy      •       _       .       . 

Note  to  press  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  law  declaring 

^    Slave  Trade  to  be  piracy. 

Answers  to  demand  for  law 
making  Slave  Trade  pi- 
racy      -       -       -       . 

To  press  for  a  hulk  for  the 
reception  of  negroes  pend- 
ing  adjudication     - 

To  protest  against  M.  Bar- 
bacena's  Law,' if  passed 


43 


Note  on  M.  Barbacesa'a 
Project  of  Law      -       -    45 

Arrivals  and  departures  of 
slave-vessels  in  Novem-^ 
ber        -       -       -       -    4$ 

Note  insisting  on  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  declaring 
Brazilian  Sli^e  Trade  to 
be  Piracy      -       -       -    46 

Note  to  the  Brazilian  Go- 
vernment on  prevalence 
of  Slave  Trade        -       -    47 

Duty  on  goods  in  transitu 
for  the  African  market 
rescinded       -       -       « 


48 
48 
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50 


50 
52 


53 
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64.  Mr.  Watts  to  Viscount  Palmerston     -       -       -    D.Feb.      15,1838    Proposed  repeal  of  the  Law 

Two  Enclosures    R.  April      9,    —         of  September 88 1       •    54 

65.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Whateley      -       -    D.  April    24,    —     Vessels  cleared  out  fromBa- 

One  Enclosure  hia  without  manifest  0^ 

cargo    -       -       .        .55 


FRANCE. 

66.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Count  Sebtstiani  -       -  D.  Jan. 

One  Enclosure 

67.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Earl  Granville     -       -  D.  Feb. 

68.  Count  Sebastiani  to  Viscount  Palmerston  -       -  D.  March 

One  Enclosure  R.  March 

69.  Earl  Granville  to  Viscount  Palmerston      -       -  D.  March 

One  Eaclosore  R  Mardi 


17, 1838    Slave  Trade  carried  on  by 

French  subjects  at  Cairo    5r 

27,  —  Proposed  Treaty  between 
the  Five  Great  Powers   - 


5,  — .      Complaint  against  an  Offi- 

6,  —         cerofH.  M.8hip"ChiJ* 

ders"     -       -       •       . 

5,  —  Note  to  Count  Mol^  on  the 
8,  —  proposed  Treaty  between 
*he  Five  Powers     - 


70.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Count  JSebastiani  -  - '  D.  March  9,  —  Proposal  to  the  F^nch  Go- 
vernment to  make  sepa- 

:  rate  Treatiei  with  Spm, 
Portugal,  and  Brazil      . 

Inauiry  will  be  made  into 
the  conduct  of  an  Officer 

1  ofH.M.sbip^ChiUttB'* 


71.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Count  Sebastiani 


D.  March  22,    — 
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72.  Mr.  Temple  to  Viscount  PAlmer$ton> 

73.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Temple  • 

74.  Vitcount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Temple  • 


-DaieaAaiceeipi/  SUBJECT.  f^ 

D.Feb.      15,  1838    ThulsmittingT«ttyofA^ 
IC  Maisli  13,    —         oession  of  Naples  to  the 

Conventions  with  Pnnee  m 
D.April  2,  —  Treaty:  Approrsl  .  .  ei 
D.April     Z,    ^     Traatir:  H.  It's  ntifci. 

tions      •      •     .     .  (^ 


TUSCANY. 


75.  Mr.  Abercrombie  to  Viscount  Palmerston  • 

76.  ViscQimt  Pi^ersten  to  jlir.  A^eicronbic  - 

77.  Mr.  Al>ercrotnbie  to  Viscount  Palmerston  - 

» 

.78.  Mr.  Abercrombie  to  Viscount  Palmerston  • 
'79.  Mr.  Abercrombie  to  Viscount  Palmerstoi^  *, 


D.  Nov,     24,  1 837  Trtntmitting  GbOTention  of 

iCJan.      18,  1838  AcoeteionofTuseanytothe 

Conventions  with  Francf  •  (5 

D.  Fe*.       3,  ^  H.  H/s^tffifition  -     .  u 

D.fefe.     17.  -^  AcknowfedgiAntofH.M/i 

U.  March   2,  —  ratifications  -      -     -  65 

D.Feb.      20,  —  Hopes  soon  to  exchtDge  Ite 

R.  March    2,  —  ratifications  -      -     -  66 

D.  March    2,  —  Exchange  of  ratification  •  66 

'  R.  March  13,  — 


HANSE  TOWNS. 

-  80.  Mr.  Canning  to  Viscount  Palmerston        -       .    D.  Feb.       6,  1838  •  Proposal  for  publication  of 

One  Enclosure    R.  Feb.     12,    —         Protocol  explanatoiy  of 
equipment  article  -     -  «; 

EGYPT. 

81.  Colonel  Campbell  to  Viscount  Pahnersfon-       -    D.Dec.       1,1837    Slave  Trade  in  Nobis.  Don- 

One  Enclosure    R.Jan.        7,  1838       gola,  &&,  by  the  Pasha'x 

troops    -       -      .     -  6§ 

82.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Colonel  Campbell  •       -    D.  Jan.        1 7,  —      Slave  Trade  in  Nubia,  Dos- 

gola,  &c.       -      .     •  n 

UNITED  states: 

^3.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox       .       .       -    j).  Feb.      13,  1838    An  American  vessel  cleaitd 

One  Enclosure  out  from  the  Havana  by 

'        ■ Pedro  Martinet    •     •  ^ 

MEXICO. 

^4.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Ashbumham  -       -    D.  Feb.    15,  1838     To  press  Ibr  the  ratifieitira 

f 


of  the  Treaty-      •     •  ^3 


85'  Mr.  Walpoleto  Viscount  Palmerston* 
86.  Viscount  Palmenton  to  Mr.  Walpole 


CHILE. 

D.Se 
R.Ja 

D.April    23,    —     Ditto 


-    D.  Sept.       2,1837    Treaty  with  Chile  :propoied 
R.Jan.      26,  183$       alterations     -      -     -  7< 


MONTE  VIDEO. 

87.  Mr.  Hood  to  Viscount  Palmerston     -       •       -    D.  Sept.    29,1837    Slave  Trade  under  the  P(ff- 

R.  Jan.      31,  1838       tugueseflag  *      .-71 

88.  Mr.  MandevUle  to  Viscount  Palmerston    -       -    D.Oct.      10,1837    OWectioni  of  the  Monti 
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FURTHER  SERIES. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH 


FOREIGN    POWERS. 


SPAIN. 


No.  1. 
Viscount  Pahnergton  to  Sir  George  VUliers. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office^  &th  January  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  for  your  information,  the  Copy  of  a  Despatch  and 
of  its  Enclosures,  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissiona-s  at  the  Havana,  containing 
their  Correspondrace  with  Lieutenant  Jenkin,  in  command  of  Her  Majesty's  hulk 
"  Romney,"  upon  the  subject  of  a  negro,  who  had  secreted  himself  on  board  that 
vessel,  and  whom  Ldeutenant  Jenkin  had  given  up  to  the  proper  Authorities  at  the 
Havana. 

I  also  enclose  a  Copy  of  tiie  Despatch,  which  I  have  addressed  to  Her  Majesty's 
Commissioners  upon  the  subject,  by  which  you  will  learn,  that  I  approve  of  the 
course  pursued  by  Lieutenant  Jenkin  in  this  Case ;  and  I  have  to  instruct  you  to 
commuBicatd  these  Papers  to  the  Spanish  Government. 

(Signed)  '      *     PALMERSTON. 

Sfr  Ge(yrge  VHUers,  G.  C.B. 
^c.        8fc.        Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 

Havana  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston^ 
October  10,  1837. 

(See  Class  A.  of  former  Series,  No.  102,  p.  140.) 

Viscount  Palnurston  to  Havana  Coikmissioners^ 
January  5, 1888. 

(See  Clasi  A.  of  this  Series,  No.  28.) 


No.  2. 

Sir  George  ViUiers  to  ViMcowd  Palmerstan.-^Receited  January  18.) 

Mt  Lord,  Madrid,  7th  January,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  endbse  the  Oopy  and  Translation  of  a  Note  which  I 
Jhave  received  from  Count  Ofalia^  respecting  ihe  soldiers  of  Colour  ^employed  on 
board  Her  Majesty's  ship  '^  Romney,"  at  the  Havana. 

I  enclose  likewise  the  Copy  of  a  Note,  which  I  have  addressed  to  Count  Ofalia> 
in  reply. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GE«RGE  VILLIERS. 

The  flight  Hon.  Fiscount  Pabnersion,  Q.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

Class  B.— Further  Series.  .  B 
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2  SPAIN. 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  2. 

(Translation.) 

Oumt  Ofaliario  Sir  G&orpe  VUUers. 
Sir,  Madrid^  December  29th^  1837. 

Thb  Captain-General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  informs  me  of  the  arrival  at  the  Havana  on  the 
25th  of  August  last,  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ahip  *^  Bomn^y,"  destined  to  serve  as  a  hulk  or 
deposit  for  captured  negroes  from  Africa,  until  sentence  is  passed  upon  them  by  the  mixed  tribunal, 
and  they  are  sent  to  their  destination  in  conformity  with  Annex  C.  of  the  Treaty  of  28th  June,  1835, 
hawiagon  boavd  15  black  marines  briiught  from  Nattau, and  expecting  aa  maay  raore  with  the  iatfill- 
tion  to  raise  recruits,  as  appears  from  the  Document  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy. 

The  Captain-General,  on  receiving  this  intelligence,  pointed  out  to  the  above-mentioned  tribunal  and 
arbitration  the  serious  inconvenience  which  the  introduction  and  residei^ce  in  that  port  of  these  blacks 
would  cause,  in  order  that  they  might  be  sent  back  to  the  place  fVom  whence  they  came,  or  to  any 
Other  in  the  dominions  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  as  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  permit  such  an 
event,  which  was  in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  ta  existing  treaties,  and  to  the  private  regu- 
lations of  the  police  and  safety  of  the  island. 

This  deierminatiou,  rend^ed  so  necessary  by  circumstances,  a^  in  conformity  with  the  principles 
observed  there,  haa  been  combated  by  the  said  Comnaissionerg,  aod  particularly  so  by  the  superintendent 
of  the  emancipated  negroes.  Dr.  Robert  Richard  Madden,  without  satisfying  the  doubts  of  the  Captain- 
General,  in  such  terms  that  his  prudence  advised  him  to  leave  matters  as  they  were,  without  entering 
into  fresh  explanations,  but  refusing  to  permit  the  said  blacks  to  land  until  Her  Majesty's  pleasure 
should  be  known. 

Various  measures  since  February,  1796,  have  been  adopted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
authorities  of  the  Havana,  for  preventing  the  introduction  into  that  island  of  wandering  negroes  and 
mulaltoes  coming  from  **  Costa  firme"  and  foreign  colonies,  who,  contaminated  by  the  bad  example  of 
insurrections,  and  the  fallacious  doctrines  invented  by  the  revolutionists  of  both  the  Old  and  the  New 
World,  were  likely  to  cause  riots  and  other  most  fatal  evils  in  that  pacific  and  faithful  country. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  to  entertain  the  same  beneficial  views  for  the  safety,  order,  and  tran- 
quillity of  that  island,  addresses  itself  through  you  to  that  of  vHer  Britannic  Majesty,  in  the  sincere 
hope,  that  in  consideration  of  the  reasons  above  alleged,  it  will  thhik  fit  to  determine,  that  the  above- 
mentioned  troop  of  black  Africans  serving  on  board  the  **  Romney,"  as  well  as  those  who  are  expected 
to  arrive,  may  be  sent  back  to  the  place  from  whence  they  came,  or  where  else  away  from  the  port  and 
island  of  the  Havana,  by  which  means  the  dangers  which  are  apprehended  will  he  avoidtd,  and  the 
)aw9  which  ^xist  there  will  remain  in  d^e  observance. 

I  avail  &c 
(Signed)  *THE  COUNT  OF  OFALU. 

Sir  Geargo  VilHers,  G.C.B. 

^C.  ^Cr  S-C. 


Sub- Enclosure  in  No.  3. 

(Translation.)  Seflor  Lohadia  to  Don  M.  T<won, 

HavanOf  August  2!|,  1BS7* 
The  Adjutant  charged  with  the  secognition  pf  veesels  iafi>nns  Hi9  RxcelleoeiF  the  Qmtmar and 
Captain-General,  of  the  arrival  in  this  port  to-day,  coming  from  England  and  Nassau,  of  Her  Britan* 
nic  Majestv's  hulk  **  Romney,''  Captain,  Lieutenant  Charles  Jenkin,  on  board  of  which  vessel,  amongst 
the  indtviduah  of  its  crew  and  marines  are  15  black  marines,  which,  as  the  Commander  informed  the 
Government  Interpreter  who  accompanied  me  on  making  this  customary  visit,  he  had  taken  i«  «t 
Nassau,  and  that  he  expected  15  more,  who  were  to  remain  oo  board  the  said  hulk  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  recruits.     All  which  I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency  for  your  information. 

(Signed)  FRANCISCO  LOBADIA. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  2. 

Sir  George  Villier^  to  Count  OfiUia. 
SiE,  Madridy  January  3rd,  1838. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  E^Ecellency^s  note  of  the  29th  last  month,  respecting 
some  black  soldiers  in  the  service  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  who  do  the  duty  of  marines  on  board  the 
hulk  •*  Romney,"  stationed  at  the  Havana,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  liberated  negroes  found  on 
board  captured  slave  ships. 

It  was  with  no  small  surprise  and  some  pain,  that  I  found  in  your  Excellency's  note  not  the  least 
mention  or  allusion  to  mine  on  the  same  subject,  which  on  the  2nd  of  last  month  I  addressed  to  your 
Excellency's  predecessor.  In  that  note  I  had  the  honour  to  state  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  of  antici- 
pating in  a  great  measure  the  arguments,  with  which  your  Excellency  supports  the  line  of  conduct 
adopted  by  General  Tacon. 

The  instructions  I  received  from  my  Government  on  the  stibject  were,  to  suggest  to  Her  Catholic 
Majesty's  Minister  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  that  though  General  Tacon  defended  the  step  he 
threatened  to  take  of  arresting  the  soldiers  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  marines,  doing  duty  on  board 
the  **  Romney"  should  they  go  on  shore,  by  reference  to  a  Royal  Order  of  the  12th  March,  1887,  in 
which  he  is  charged  not  to  permit  the  introduction  of  free  negroes,  under  any  pretest  whatever,  into 
Cuba,  that  this  Royal  Order  could  not  possibly  apply  to  persoAs  in  the  service  of  Her  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, and  to  request  that  such  orders  might  be  sent  to  him  as  would  remove  the  scruples,  which  a  too 
literal  interpretation  of  the  directions  of  his  Government  had  raised  in  his  mind. 

In  carrying  the  instructions  into  effect,  I  further  pointed  out  the  aptness  of  these  individuals  for  per- 
forming the  duties  required  of  them,  which  are  such  as  in  the  case  of  white  men  would  produce  a 
degree  of  mortality  that  must  render  the  service  impracticable.  And  I  at  the  same  time  added,  th^ 
freemen  of  colour  are  seen  in  all  parts  of  Cuba,  not  only  on  board  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ships, 
but  in  the  American  steam-boats  occupied  in  plying  between  the  Havana  and  Regla,  they  are  and 
have  been  constantly  employed ;  so  that  the  argument  of  novelty,  even  as  used  by  General  Tacon,  and 
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SPAIN.  3 

•8  repeated  by  your  Excellency,  oannet  be  alleged  in  favour  of  the  course  that  authority  has  thought 
proper  to  pursue. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  adding,  that  General  Tacon  has  been  grossly  misinformed  as  to  th«  object 
of  the  black  marines  on  board  the  **  Romney,"  no  part  of  which  is  to  raise  recruits,  but,  on  the  con- 
trarf^  to  discll^tine  afad  k^p  in  order  the  raw  negroes  placed  temporarily  on  board  that  ship,  and  who, 
if  not  carefully  guarded  and  t)rnper1y  treated  by  men  who  understand  their  habits  and  their  language, 
might  be  productive  of  real  inconvenience  to  the  Government  of  General  Tacon. 

I  must  also  be  permitted  to  add,  that  I  cannot  think  yotir  Excellency  justified  in  confoundittg  sol- 
diers, of  whatever  colour,  in  the  service  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  ][^aced  under  the  stn'ct  discipline  of 
a  man-of-war,  and  belonging  to  a  corps  so  notoriously  steady  and  respectable  as  the  British  marines, 
with  wandering  negroes  and  mulattoes,  **  contaminated  by  the  fallacious  doctrines  invented  by  the 
revolutionists  of  both  the  Old  and  the  New  World,  and  as  such  likely  to  cause  riots  and  other  fatal 
evils  in  the  pacific  and  fisuthful  Sslavid  of  Cuba.'*  To  such  persons  the  Rojal  Order  of  March  12tb, 
1887f  no  ddubi  applied,  and  still  farther  confirms  the  opinion  formed  by  my  Government,  that  General 
Tacon  had  too  narrowly  interpreted  his  instruottons,  which  could  never  mean  (oiadude  British  aohliers» 
in  ^  quiet  and  orderly  discharge  of  their  doties. 

I  shall  of  Goutse  lose  no  time  in  laying  the  coramumcaiion  of  your  Excellency  before  my  Govern* 
iftent,  but  in  the  mean  time  I  cannot  help  earnestly  repeating  the  hope,  which  in  my  nete  of  the  find 
ultimo  I  sMed  was  entertained  by  my  Government,  that  the  men  employed  in  this  arduous  service 
may  not  be  kepi  perpetually  prisoners,  but  may  be  permiiled  oecipionaUy,  and  under  proper  regulatioaai 
the  indulgence  of  going  ashore. 


His  EsctUmty  Count  OfaUa^ 
4-c.       4^.         §-e. 


I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  2. 
(TransktSon.) 

Cbtm/  OJhlia  to  Sir  George  Filliers. 

Sir,  Madrid^  5/A  January,  1836. 

Bt  «ii  invehuktairy  onAissiou  in  thin  office  under  Aiy  charge,  no  mention  was  made  in  my  note 
of  Hfee  fi^ih  aMmo  of  ycmra  of  the  9bd  of  that  month,  respecting  the  Black  Soldiers  in  the  ser* 
vke  of  Her  Britannie  Majesty,  destined  to  do  duty  on  board  the  bulk  **  Rotnney,''  stationed  at  the 
Havana.  f^ 

So  far  from  the  above-mentioned  omission  baving  been  intentionai,  you  muet  be  convinced  of  the 
conlrnry  on  learning,  as  I  have  the  honour  to  assnre  you  is  the  case,  that  in  consequence  of  commu- 
nication from  this  office,  on  taking  your  above^cited  note  into  consideration,  the  necessary  orders  wei% 
inaed  by  that  of  Marine,  on  the  27th  of  December  last,  to  the  Captain-General  of  the  Island  of  CoIm, 
covmunicating  to  him  the  desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  the  ties  of  friendship  which  tmlta 
ilwith  that  of  Her  Brttalinic  Majesty  be  preserved  in  all  their  force,  and  instructing  him  in  eonse* 
qnenee  to  preserve  all  possible  good  understanding  with  the  British  Commissioners,  by  endeavourin*' 
to  settle  such  difficulties  as  may  have  arisen,  in  as  far  as  it  may  be  compatible  with  the  service  of  Her 
Majesty  and  with  the  tranquillity  of  the  Island. 

Prom  the  preceding  explanation,  which  I  flatter  myself  to  give  to  your  communication  of  the  day 
before  yesterday,  you  must  perceive  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  to  your  note  of  December  2nd 
and  how  great  is  the  desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  give  satisfaction  to  that  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty ;  but  although  most  grateful,  and  always  anxious  of  treating  Great  Britain  with  all  possible 
consideration,  it  nevertheless  cannot  eease  to  pay  due  attention  to  the  risks,  which  the  Captain- 
General  of  Cuba  foresees  if  the  Black  Soldiers  remain  at  the  Havana,  upon  which  account,  under 
date  of  this  day,  it  requests  new  data  and  information  from  the  Captain,  which  will  tend  to  illustrate 
the  aiatter  completely. 

In  the  meanwhile  you  must  be  fully  aware  of  the  difference  of  the  danger  which  may  arise  from 
negroes  who  arrive  at  that  port  in  vessels  of  passage,  or  that  which  is  to  be  apprehended  from  soldiers, 
stationed  there  in  company  and  constant  relation  with  those  of  their  own  colour  composing  the  depfit ' 
fbt  which  reason  the  observations  of  the  Captain-General,  together  with  those  which  ym  have  teen 
pleased  to  make  in  yonr  above  cited  notes,  having  been  maturely  considered  by  Her  Majesty's  €k)venH 
ment,  which  although  it  appreciates  in  its  just  value  the  accredited  discipline  of  the  Royal  British  Ma- 
rines, and  the  straightforward  intentions  of  the  British  Government,  on  account  of  the  continual  proofs 
wbieh  k hai  deceived  of  its  geneirosity,  still  hopes  that,  as  "a  fresh  demonstration,  it  will  think  fit  to 
remove  from  the  port  of  the  Havana  the  Black  Soldiers  on  board  the  hulk  '  Romney^ '  '* 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 

Sir  George  Villiers,  G.C.B.,  (Signed)  THE  COUNT  OF  OFALU. 

Sfc.        Sfc.        4'c. 


No.  3. 
Phcmnt  Palmerttcn  to  /Sl>  Oeotge  Fi^er». 

®**'  f*6reigni>ffietf,l7thJmuaty,lsa8. 

1  HEREWITH  tnuismit  to  you,  for  your  infonnation,  ra^  for  commuiucatioa 
\rl  'W'^^^'o^^S'mwnt,  tire  aeeompanynig  Extract  of  a  Letter  vton  Ae 
sW>**«  of  the  Slave  Tfade,  carried  on  at  Cadi*  and  to  the  Wert  Ittdiea,  ita  vessda 
wMch  eaU  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  although  «iey  are  Spamsh  property  an4 
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4  SPAIN. 

are  reported  to  belong  to  a  notorious  slave-merchant  at  Cadiz,  named  Pedro 
Martinez. 

I  have,  &c. 

c-   n  r^nv       r.  r.  t.      ^^'^""^^^  PALMERSTON. 

Str  Gmrge  ViUier^y  G.CJB. 

S^c.        S^c.        Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  3* 

Extract  of  a  Letter^  dated  Vera  Cruz,  26th  August,  1837. 
On  the  5th  August  instant,  after  beating  off  St  Jago  for  some  days  on  account  of  the  weather, 
we  fell  in  with  a  suspicious- looking  brigantine,  rigged  like  a  ship  of  war,  which,  after  manoeuvring 
about  us  in  a  strange  manner  all  the  day  (although  he  might  at  any  hour  have  come  up  with  us,  deeply 
loaded  as  we  were),  in  the  evening,  when  we  stood  out  to  sea,  fired  three  times,  as  if  ordering  us  to 
haul  to.  I  did  not  hear  the  Shots,  nor  couki  I  judge  of  the  character  of  the  vessel,  but  the  Master  of 
the  vessel,  on  board  of  which  I  was,  believing  it  to  be  a  pirate,  and  the  Havana  Government  having 
given  public  notice  of  one  cruizing  off  St  Domingo,  determined,  on  his  own  judgment,  -to  change 
his  course  during  the  night-time,  and  so  proceeded  on  his  way  to  Vera  Cruz. 

At  Lisbon  I  heard,  from  respectable  authority,  that  there  were  2  vessels  well  known  fitUng  out, 
and  3  others  8usi>ecled  of  being  intended  for  the  Slave-trade.  At  Cadiz  I  found  this  trade  carried  on 
to  an  increasing  extent,  as  I  was  informed,  though  under  foreign  colours;  and  during  the  6  weeks  I 
was  unfortunately  detained  there,  few  days  passed  without  a  vessel  sailing  for  the  coast  of  Africa. 
Two  in  particular,  the  "  Volador*^  and  the  '*  Urraca,''  which  I  find  several  times  denounced  iu  the 
Despatches  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  sailed  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  though  Spanish 
properly,  under  the  expectation  of  so  escaping  the  consequences  of  a  search  under  the  Treaty  with 
Spain  of  the  28th  June,  1835.  These  vessels  were  said  to  be  the  property  of  a  notorious  slave-mer- 
chant at  Cadiz,  named  Pedro  Martinez,  who,  from  very  humble  origin,  has  become,  by  means  of  the 
Slave-trade,  by  repute  the  wealthiest  man  in  that  city,  and  is  said  to  be  the  owner  of  no  fewer  than  30 
vessels  engaged  in  that  traffic.  Shortly  before  my  arrival  he  had  a  very  fine  vessel  brought  from 
England  named  the  **  Creole^**  under  the  command  of  an  Englishman  named  Jennings.  This^  Jen- 
nings took  the  •*  Creole'*  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  provisions  for  the  slave-ships  belonging  to 
Martinez,  and  came  back  with  the  same  Bill  of  Health  with  which  he  sailed  from  Cadiz,  for  which 
the  authorities  there  fined  him  100  dollars.  The  **  Creole"  was  then  prepared  for  the  traffic  in  slaves, 
and  Jennings  was  sent  back  to  London  in  the  beginning  of  June  to  purchase  another  vessel  fur  the 
same  purpose.  Jennings  informed  two  different  persons,  who  reported  it  to  me,  that  his  employer  had 
given  him  50/.  over  his  pay  for  his  services,  and  boasted  that  not  one  ship  in  20  was  taken,  whereas  if 
but  two  out  of  three  escaped  they  would  render  ample  profit  to  the  owners. 

During  the  time  we  were  off  the  West  India  Islands  we  did  not  fall  in  with  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
cruizers,  but  sa^  two  vessels,  one  off  St.  Domingo,  and  the  other  off  Cuba,  which  we  had  good  reason 
to  believe  were  slavers,  besides  the  one  which  frightened  the  Master  of  the  **  Munford"  as  a  pirate,  but 
which  I  believed  to  have  been  hovering  about  the  coast  to  land  a  cargo  of  slaves,  for  assistance  in 
which,  the  three  shots  previously  mentioned  might  have  been  the  signals. 


No-  4. 
Sir  George  ViUiers  to  Viscount  Palmer ston — {Received  January  18.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  1th  January,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  and  Translation  of  a  note  which  I 
have  received  from  Count  Ofalia,  in  acknowledgment  of  mine  of  the  25th  August 
last,  announcing  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  was  willing  to  convey  to  the 
British  colonies  all  negroes,  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  who  have  been 
emancipated  at  the  Havana  under  the  provisions  of  the  Slave  Treaty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8f€.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  4. 
(Iranslation.) 

The  Count  OfaUa  to  Sir  George  VilUers. 

SiR»  Madrid,  BUt  December,  1837. 

YouK  note  of  the  25tb  of  August  last  has  been  received  in  this  Office  under  my  charge,  in 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  information  which  the  British  Government  has  received  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  liberated  negroes  are  treated  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  you  ^mmunicate  that  Great  Britaiii 
18  willing  to  remove  these  negroes,  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  to  the  British  Colonic,  where, 
under  the  protection  of  Briti^  Law,  they  viriU  run  no  risk  of  being  treated  as  slaves. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  ever  desirous  of  pleasing  that  of  Great  Britain,  nevertheless  cannot 
venture  to  take  a  definite  determination  upon  the  said  proposal,  without  exposing  itself  to  commit  an . 
error,  until  it  has  first  received  the  information,  which^  under  date  of  this  day,  it  has  requircid  from 
the  Authorities  of  Cuba. 
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As  soon  aa  the  Mcessary  iBformaiion  is  received  from  these  Authorities,  I  shall  have  the  honour  of 
commanicatiDg  to  you  the  result  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I  avail,  &c. 
Sir  George  Villiers,  O.C.B.  (Signed)  THE  COUNT  OP  OFAUA. 

4rc.        8rc.        4rc, 


No.  5. 
Visooufd  Palmerston  to  Sir  George  VilUers. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office;  27th  January,  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  your  Despatch  marked  Slave 
Trade  of  the  7th  instant,  containing  Copies  of  your  correspondence  witli  the 
Spanish  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  respecting  the  black  soldiers  employed  on 
board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Komney,"  stationed  as  a  hulk  at  the  Havana. 

I  approve  of  the  note  which  you  addressed  to  Count  Ofalia  on  the  3rd  of 
January,  but  I  regret  to  find  that  it  has  produced  nothing  more  than  a  general 
profession  on  the  part  of  that  Minister  of  the  desire  of  the  Spanish  Government  to 
give  satisfaction  to  Great  Britain,  and  a  promise  that  further  information  shall  be 
required  from  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  in  order  that  the  matter  may  be  set  in 
its  true  light. 

I  have  now,  therefore,  to  instruct  you  once  more  to  point  out  to  Count  Ofalia, 
that  the  various  measures  which  have  been  adopted  at  the  Havana,  for  preventing 
the  introduction  of  negroes  and  mulattoes,  whether  slaves  or  freed-men,  into  Cuba, 
cannot  by  any  possible  construction  be  made  to  apply  to  a  detachment  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  regular  army ;  and  that  if  the  regulations  in  question  are  in 
practice  so  disregarded,  that  the  Captain-General  permits  free  blacks  and  slaves 
who  come  to  Cuba,  in  American  and  other  merchant  ships,  not  only  to  land  but  to 
reside  on  shore,  and  mix  as  they  like  with  the  black  population  of  the  Island,  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Captain-General  to  pretend  that  any  danger  can  arise  to  the 
tranquillity  of  Cuba  from  permitting  the  black  soldiers  on  board  the  **Romney'' 
to  have  occasional  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  on  shore. 

You  will  also  take  this  occasion  to  observe,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  is 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  declare,  that  in  the  objections  made  by  General  Tacon  to  the 
employment  of  black  troops  in  a  service  for  which  such  troops  are  peculiarly  fit, 
ana  in  his  attempt  to  deprive  these  troops,  because  of  their  colour,  of  that  necessary 
indulgence  of  occasionally  going  on  shore,  which  would  be  freely  granted  to  any  of 
the  other  troops  in  Her  Majesty's  service,  Her  Majesty's  Government  can  only  see 
indications  of  a  desire  to  frustrate,  by  indirect  means,  the  fair  and  full  execution  of 
the  Treaty  of  28th  June,  1836.  General  Tacon  is,  no  doubt,  a  good  officer,  and 
loyal  subject  of  the  Queen;  but  Her  Majesty's^Government  regret,  that  they  cannot 
say  that  he  has  shown  any  disposition  to  give,  by  the  exercise  of  his  local  authority,, 
effectual  aid  towards  the  fulfilment  of  the  engagements  of  the  Spanish  Crown  with 
respect  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

T  have   &c 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  George  ViUiers,  G.  C.B. 
Sfc.        Sfc.        8fc. 


No.  6. 
Sir  George  ViUiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  February  6.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  27th  January,  1838. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatches,  marked 
Slave  Trade,  of  the  27th  December  last,  and  of  the  6th  of  January  of  the  present, 
year. 

I  enclose  a  Copy  of  the  note,  which,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained 
in  pur  Lordship^s  Despatch  last  mentioned,  I  have  addressed  to  Count  Ofalia, 
respecting  the  negro  Slave  who  had  secreted  himself  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"  Komney,"  at  the  Havana. 

(Signed)         '  GEORGE  VILLIERS, 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc,  ife.  Sfc. 
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f  Bnddsui*^  ill  No.  6. 

Sir  G.  Villiers  to  Count  0/alia. 

^^^'     T  .u    1.  .  .  «  MadHd,  January  2btfLtSS^. 

i  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  I  have  received  the  iuslractions  df  mv 
Government  to  communicate  to  the  Government  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  the  enclosed  Paneri 
formmg  the  corre^ondence  which  has  taken  place  respecting  a  slave  who  took  refuge  on  board  the 

Komney,"  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  receiving  ship  lying  at  the  Havana. 

Your  ExceUency  wiU  find  that  Lieutenant  Jenkin  commanding  the  "Romney,"  immediatelv  on 
learning  the  fact,  sent  the  slrfv6  on  shore  in  charge  of  an  Officer,  V^ith  insfrtfctJons  to  deliver  hini  op 
to  the  Authorities,  and  that  he  is  in  possession  of  a  written  document  from  them,  provinff  that  hm 
orders  were  obeyed.  *^         ^ 

Your  Excelltticy  win  also  perceive,  that  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Jenkin  hds  been  formally 
apptoved  by  Uet  Bi'Hannic  Majesty's  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Viscount  Palmerston,  who  chara^ 
tenses  It  aa  nghi  and  proper. 

_,    ry.    r.      .T         ^         ^..  '  have,  Ac. 

To  His  Excellency  CoUnt  Ofalia.  (Signed>  G.  VILLIERR 

^c,        Sf^.        Sj^c. 


"*ir  ■ 


No.  7. 

Sir  G.  Viliiers  to  t^iscount  Palmerston.'— (Received  FebrAar^  6.) 

MV  Lord,  Madrid,  27th  January,  1838. 

Wrttf  referierice  to  your  Lordship's  DcBofttcb  df  th»  27th  ultimo,  I  hwe 
the  honour  to  enclose^  the  Copy  of  a  Note  wMch  I  have  addressed  to  Coun* 
Ofalia,  requesting  that  enqtriries  might  be  made,  with  respctet  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Satiftery  Authorities  of  Cadi«>  in  having  allowed  ike  Vencedbta'ix>  remain  f« 
some  time  at  that  pk>ft,  with  twenty-i^  negroes  concealed  on  boards 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  OEORGE  VILUBRS. 

TU  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  7. 

Sir  a.  Viliiers  to  CowU  Ofalia. 

Sir,  Madridy  January  25^  1888. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  excellency,  that  information  has  been  received  by  my  Govern* 
ment'  thai  the  Spanish  vessel  ^*  Vencedora^*  lately  captured  for  having  slaves  concealed  on  board, 
and  carried  into  (he  Havana,  brought  these  very  slaves  into  the  Port  of  Cadiz,  whefte  she  remained' 
several  days,  having  twenty- six  of  these  wretched  creatures  hidden  in  her  holdv 

This  vessel  sailed  from  Cadiz  in  the  beginning  of  last  September,  and  her  passengers  from  the 
horrid  stench  that  ctime  up  from  below,  and  froarliie  extraordinary  quantity  of  rice  cooked,  were  well 
Bware  of  the  atitocioos  act  of  inhumanity  which  was  taking  place,  but  during  the  whole  voyage  not  one 
of  these  unhappy  creatures  was  permitted  to  see  the  light  or  breathe  the  fresh  air. 

The  ^  Vencedora^^  had  procured  these  slaves  in  the  River  Congo,  brought  tfaenh  rooiid  by  Cadiz; 
kept  them  in  the  closest  confinement  during  thie  time  that  the  vessel  remained  at  that  port^and  subse- 
quently conveyed  them  to  the  Havana-  i»  the  horrible  manner  I  have  had  the  honour  to  lay  before 
your  Excellency. 

I  need  not  point  out  to  your  Excellency,  that  crimes  of  this  kind  are  flagrant  violations  of  t&e 
Treaties  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,.fbr  they 
ai«  violations  of  the  first  priaciplea  of  humanity,  and  I  should  feel  that  I  was  but  ofiending  your 
Excellency  if  I  were  to  quote  a  Treaty  in  order  to  induce  your  Excellency  to  inquire  into  the  circum* 
stances  attendant  upon  the  stay  of  the  **  Fencedora'*  in  Cadiz,  and  to  ascertain  whether  the  Sanitary 
Authorities  were  awar«  of  the  crime  that  was  being  committed  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  if  not, 
how  they  came  so  far  to  neglect  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  public  hettUh,  a»  to»  permit  r  vessel 
to  reiMdn  unseefohed,  which  from  the  Quarter  whence  it  had  come,  and  the  state  in  which  it  must  have 
been  in,  was  calculated  to  spread  pestilence  through  the  land. 

Tour  Excellency  ^1  also  be  pleased  to  permit  me.to  takr  ildBopipanuxBty  ef  aakingr  whether  the 
Cfovemment  of  Ber  Catlu>1fo  Ma^eeCf  ii*avy«t  piep«red  to  aubmiita  the  Cortes  a»La«  for  the  severe 
punishment  of  persons  convicted^of  being  concerned  in  the  Spanish  Slave  Trade,  according  to  tUfe 
stlpalatiMi^of  the  Treaty  (AH.  2nd)  of  June,  1835,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  celebnrtirf 
hetmm  His  late  BriUnnic  Mijesty  and  Her  Majesty  the  Qaeen  of  Impaste. 

Ihavv^  Ac* 
To  Hu  Excdtency  Count  OfaUa,  (Signed)  e£OB0B  YILLIEB& 

8fc.        Sfc.        &c. 


■IMi^MAMM 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  7 

No.  8. 
Sir  George  yUUers  to  Viscount  Palmeridon.— {Received  February  6.) 
My  Lord,  Madrid,  ^th  January j  1S38. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  and  Translation  of  a  note,  which 
I  have  received  from  Count  Ofalia,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  27th  October  last 
to  Mr.  Bardaxi,  requesting  that  the  descriptive  lists  of  negroes,  found  on  board 
slave  ships  condemned  by  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  at  the  Havana,  maybe  made 
after  their  removal  from  the  vessels  in  which  they  were  captured. 

T  liciVG    %iC» 

(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Paimereton,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  8. 

Count  Ofalia  to  8ir  George  VilUere, 
gin,  Madrid f  24lk  January,  1896. 

Having  taken  into  consideration  the  note  which  you  addressed  to  my  predecessor  on  the  27th 
of  October  last,  in  which  you  request  that  the  necessary  orders  may  be  issued,  in  order  that  the 
Spanish  Membars  of  the  Mizfid  Court  of  Justice  in  the  Havana  should  act  according  to  the  fitipiak- 
Uon  of  Article  2  of  Annex  C,  in  the  Treaty  of  1835,  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain  for  the  Aboli- 
tion of  the  Slave  Trade,  in  order  to  form  the  descriptive  list  of  those  individuals  who  may  be  on  board 
APy  vessel  coodemjoed  by  the  said  Court;  J  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  yoa  in  reply,  that  H^r 
Majesty's  Government,  desirous  of  taking  a  determination  upon  the  subject  in  question,  has  resolved 
that  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba  be  instructed  to  report  upon  it  immediately,  taking  the  opinion  of 
the  Spanish  Commissioners  of  the  said  Mixed  Court. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
The  British  MiniBter.  (Signed)  THE  COUNT  OF  OFALIA. 


No.  9. 
Sir  George  ViUiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  February  12.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  3rd  February,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  and  Translation  of  a  note,  which 
I  have  received  from  Count  Ofalia,  in  answer  to  mine  dated  the  28th  ultimo, 
respecting  a  negro  slave,  who  had  gecreted  himself  on  boax*d  Her  Majesty's  ship 
**  Romney,*'  at  the  Havana. 

I  have  Scc» 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
^c.  8fc:  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  9. 

Count  Ofaha  to  Sir  Ocorge  ViUiers. 
Sir,  Madrid,  January  29lh,  1 8S8. 

I  HAVR  the  honour  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to  the  note  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  address 
to  me  under  date  of  the  25th  instant,  inclosing  Copies  of  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  in 
consequence  of  a  slave  having  taken  refuge  on  board  the  hulk  *^  Romney,*'  lying  at  the  Havana, 
and  from  which  it  appears  that  her  Commander,  Lieutenant  Jenkin,  sent  the  said  slave  on  shore  in 
charge  of  an  Officer,  with  orders  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  local  authorities ;  that  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  Regent,  before  whom  I  have  laid  your  note  and  its  inclasures,  is  satisfied  with  all  that  has 
been  done,  and  with  the  proof  of  respect  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  given  by  Lieutenant  Jenkin,  and 
being  much  pleased  that  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister,  Viscount  Palmerston,  has  approved  the 
conduct  of  that  Officer. 

T  oyail  mvself  &c 
Sir  George  rUliers,  G.  C.B.  (Signed)     '      THE  COUNT  OF  OFALIA. 

4'c,        §*c.        8fc. 
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;  No.ao. 

Sir  George  Ftttier^  to  V{scount  Palmeritm.'^Rec^iofdJ^fi}^^^  12.) 

MyIiORD,  .  .     ^.'  Madridy  ZrdFehrvfl^l^ 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  tha.  Cojpy  ^nd  Traasktipp  pf  .^.  aote,  which 
I  have  received  from  Count  Ofatia  in  acknowledgment  pf  niiiii^  .qip(b^  A#.rSBth 
ultimo,' respectiog  26  negroes  concealed  on  board  9ie  p^ehcelhrdr,]  ,,,.     ., .,  .^ 

*      •  'I  hftve  i&c*  ■  •   •  •  .1  T  1 '    '  '*  't 

',  ;,.    ".  ■',     ,.-., (Sifted),    /\..GKaRQBVIli^ 
7%^  iZt^At  ifow.  discount Palmerstan,  G.C.B.  •  ' '    l* 

.     ,        y     ■    .    .     ^^^^ ■     ■     

Enclosure  m  No.  10. 

(Translation.)  Count  of  Of  alia  to  Sir  George  VUliers, 

Sir,  ifarfrwi,  2d/A /onwory,  1888. 

Having  taken  into  consideration  th^  contents  of  th^  note  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
address  to  me  on  the  25th  instant,  contplaining  that  the  Spanish  vessel  *'  Vencedora^^^  late|TQap^««d 
for  having  slaves  on  board,  previous  to  her  departure  for  the  Havana,  remained  several  days  in  the 
Port  of  Cadiz,  having  26  of  these  vvretched  creatures  hidden  in  her  hold ;  I  hasten  to  as^re 
you  that  I  shaU  have  the  hooour  of  communicating  to  you  the  result  of  the  inquiries,  which  have  beet 
ordered  to  be  made  at  Cadiz,  fur  ascertaining  the  truth  of  this  matter. 

I  avail  myself,  &c.  t 

The  British  Minister^  (Signed)  THE  COUNT  OF  OFALIA. 

Sfc.     ^c.     ^c. 


No.  11. 

Sir  George  ViUiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston, — (Received  February  19.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  \Oth  February,  1838. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch^,  marW 
'*  Slave  Trade,"  of  the  17th  and  27th  ultimo. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  thfi  former  of  these  Despatches, 
I  have  forwarded  to  Count  Ofalia,  in  a  note,  of  which  I  enclose  thec<^y/the 
extract  of  a  letter,  respecting  the  Slave  Trade  carried  on  from  Cadiz  uadcr 
Portuguese  colours. 

I  have,  &e. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Paimerston,  G.CR, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  ^c. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  11. 


Sir  G.  KiUieri  to  Count  Ofalia. 
Sir,  Madrid,  February  Ith^  1838. 

I  HA.VE  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency,  according  to  the  instructions  I  have  received 
from  my  Govemmant,  the  translation  of  an  extract  of  a  letter,  from  which  yover  Exeelency  will,  lam 
sure,  learn  with  regret  that  the  Spanish  slave  trade  is  still  being  carried  on  to  a  ^rreat  extend  ondcr 
Portuguese  colours,  and  that  a  Spaniard,  resident  in  one  of  the  principal  mercantile  towns  of  tie 
Peninsula,  is  notoriously  engaged  in  this  odious  traffic. 

I  have,  &c.  > 

HU  Excellency  Count  Ofalia,  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIEBS. 

Sfc        S;c.        4tJ. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  11. 


(Translation.)  Count  Ofalia  to  Sir  G.  VilUers. 

Sir.  Madnd,  February  9l1h  1888. 

Under  date  of  this  day,  and  Vy  Her  Majesty's  comiQand,  enquiries  are  made  at  the  Hatant) 
respecting  the  facts  and  circumstances  mentioned  in  the  Translation  of  the  Extract  from  a  l^^^* 
enclosed  in  the  note  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to]  me  on  the  7th  instant ;  at  the  same 
time  giving  orders  that  the  precautions  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  and  abuses  in  this  matter  vt 
redoubled.    I  hasten  to  inform  you  of  this,  in  reply  to  your  note  above  cited*    ^ 

I  avail  myself,  &c  ^^^ 

The  British  Minuter,  (Signed)        THE  COUNT  OF  OFALIA. 

^c.     4^.     Sfc. 
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No.  12. 
Sir  George  Vtllier^  to  Viscount  Palmerston.— (Received  Feb.  26.) 
My  Lord,  Madrid,  I7th  February,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  hoDOulr  to  enclose  the  Copy  and  Translation  of  a  Note,  which 
I  have  received  from  Count  Ofalia,  in  answer  to  one  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Isturiz, 
on  the  29th  July,  1836,  claiming  the  fulfilment  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  with  reference  to  a  complaint  from  the  Mixed  Commission  at  the 
Havana,  that  four  Spanish  vessels  bad  landed  their  cargoes  of  slaves  on  the  coast 
of  Cuba. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  discount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  12. 
(Translaiiou.) 

Count  Ofalia  to  Sir  George  VUlier$. 

Sir,  Madrid,  February  Ibth,  1888. 

Thb  Note  which  joa  were  pleased  to  address  to  this  Office  on  the  2dth  of  July,  1S36,  claiming 
the  fulfilment  of  the  Treaties  existing  between  the  two  nations,  on  account  of  intelligence  which  had 
been  received  of  the  arrival  at  the  Havana  of  four  Spanish  vessels  from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  all  of 
which  had  previously  succeeded  in  landing  their  cargoes  upon  the  coast  of  Cuba,  was  transmitted  to 
the  Captain«General  of  that  Island  on  the  7th  August  of  that  same  year,  with  iustructions  to  adopt 
energetic  and  repressive  measures  for  caui^ng  the  Treaties  to  be  fulfilled,  and  for  preventing  their 
being  eluded  in  the  manner  you  stated 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  said  Captain-General  has  answered,  that  the  instruc- 
tions contained  in  the  Royal  Order  of  the  7th  August  vdil  be  duly  carried  into  eflfect  by  him ;  but 
that  he  could  not  abstain  from  ofiering  some  observations  upon  the  said  Note. 

The  intelligence,  be  says,  of  the  anival  at  the  Island  of  vessels  with  slaves  from  the  Coast  of  Africa 
and  of  disembarkation,  which  is  not  given  by  th^  British  cruisers  or  Commisuoners  cannot  serve  as  a 
charge  against  him,  who  has  always  been  ready  to  cooperate  with  active  measures  towards  the  abolition 
of  such  traffic,  which  it  is  almost  impossible  to  suppress  entirely  in  an  extent  of  nearly  600  leagues  of 
coast. 

The  Mixed  Commission  can  bear  witness  to  the  activity  with  which  he  has  proceeded  in  the  cases 
denounced  by  the  British  Commissioners. 

The  complaint,  he  adds,  of  the  public  journals  having  ceased  to  publish  the  departure  of  vessels  for 
Africa,  is  unfounded,  because  no  reason  exists  for  con^aling  such  departure,  as  commerce  in  general 
wi^  that  country  is  not  prohibited,  and  as  the  British  ships  of  war  are  at  liberty  to  examine  them. 

He  says,  finally,  that  the  Go^remment  never  interferes  m  the  announcements  which  the  owners  or 
masters  of  vessels  may  make. 

Although  this  answer  is  somewhat  retarded,  I  consider  it  a  duty  to  forward  it  to  you,  in  reply  to  the 
complaint  made  in  the  Note  above-mentioned. 

AvaiKng  myself,  &c« 
The  BrUish  Minuter,  (Signed)  THE  COUNT  OP  OFALIA. 

4^.      ^c. 


No.  13. 
Sir  George  ViUiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Feb.  26.) 

Mt  Lord,  Madrid,  Vlth  February,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  of  a  Note,  which  in  obedience  to 
the  Instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  marked  ''  Slave  Trade/' 
of  the  27th  of  January,  1838,  I  have  addressed  to  Count  Ofalia,  respecting  the 
black  soldiers  employed  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  *'  Romney,"  at  the  Havana. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  13. 


(Copy.)  Sir  G.  Villiers  to  Count  Ofalia. 

Sir,  Madrid,  February  Uth,  1838. 

Having  laid  before  my  Government  the  correspondence  which  passed  between  your  Eicellency 
and  myself,  with  respect  to  the  Order  issued  by  General  Jacon  prohibithig  tlie  men  of  colour  belong^ing 
to  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Marines  on  board  the  *'  Romney"  lying  in  the  port  of  Havana  from  going 
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JO  SPAIN, 

ashore,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  njy  Government  regrets  that  the  Note  which 
I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  your  Excellency,  on  the  3rd  of  last  month,  should  have  produced  nothing 
more  than  a  general  profession  of^the  desire  of  the  Government  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  to  give  satis- 
factioii  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  promise  that  further  information  should  be  required  from  the 
Captiain-^General  of  Cuba,  in  order  that  the  matter  may  be  set  in  its  true  light. 

I  have  accordingly  received  the  further  instructions  of  my  Grovemment  to  point  out  once  toore  to  your 
Excellency^  that  the  various  measures  which  have  been  adopted  at  the  Havana  for  preventing  the  intro- 
dvction  of  negroes  and  mulattoes,  whether  slaves  or  freedmen  into  Cuba,  caniK>t  by  any  possible  con- 
fltruction  be  made  to  apply  to  a  detachment  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  regular  army,  and  that  if  the 
regulations  in  practice  are  so  disregarded,  that  the  Captain- General  permits  free  blacks  and  slaves  who 
come  to  Cuba  in  American  and  other  merchant  ships,  not  only  to  land,  but  to  reside  on  shore  and  mix 
as  they  like  with  the  black  population  of  the  Island,  it  is  impossible  for  jthe  Captain-Genieral  to  pretend 
that  any  danger  can  arise  to  the  tranquillity  of  Cuba,  from  permitting  the  black  soldiers  on  board  the 
**  Romney"  to  have  occasional  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  on  shore. 

I  am  also  directed  to  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  is  sony 
to  be  obliged  to  declare,  that  in  the  objections  made  by  General  Tacon  to  the  employment  of  black 
troops  on  a  service  for  which  ^uch  troops  are  peculiarly  fit,  and  in  his  attempt  to  deprive  these  troops 
because  of  their  colour,  of  that  necessary  indulgence  of  occasionally  going  on  shore,  which  would  be 
freely  granted  to  any  of  the  other  troops  in  Her  Britannic  Majest/s  service,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government  can  only  see  indications  of  a  desire  to  frustrate  by  indirect  means  the  fair  and  full  executioa 
of  the  Treaty  of  June  28th,  1835. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  in  acknowledging  that  General  Tacon  is  a  good  officer  and  a 
loyal  subject  of  the  Queen,  regret  to  observe,  that  he  has  not  shown  any  disposition  to  give  by  the 
exercise  of  his  local  authority,  effectual  aid  towards  the  fulfilment  of  the  engagements  of  the  Spanish 
Crown  with  respect  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Count  Ofaka.  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

No.  14. 
Viscount  Palmerstan  to  Sir  George  VilSers. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,.  March  6,  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  marked  '*  Slave  Trade,"  of  the  10th 
February,  1838,  on  the  subject  of  the  black  soldiers  emptied  on  board  the 
**  Romney"  hulk  at  the  Havana. 

I  transmit  to  you,  for  your  guidance  in  communications  on  the  subject  with  the 
Spantsh  Government,  the  accompanying  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Under-Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department,  containing  some  observations  made  by 
Lord  Glenelg,  with  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  3rd  of  January  last  upon  thiis 
posit. 

I  am,  &e. 
Sir  G.  nmers,  G.C.B.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

^c.  Sfc.  8fc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  14. 

Mr.  Stephen  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fox  Sirangwayi. 

Sir,  Downing'itreetf  ISth  Fdmnary^  1888, 

I  HAVE  laid  before  Lord  Glenelg  your  Letter  and  Enclosures  dated  the  27th  ultimo,  on  the 
subject  of  the  demand  preferred  by  the  Captain -General  of  Cuba  for  the  removal  of  the  black  soldiers 
from  on  l)oard  the  '^  Romney"  at  Havana.  His  Lordship  desires  me  to  request  that  you  would  observe 
to  Viscount  Palmerston,  with  reference  to  Sir  George  Villiers'  Letter  of  the  3rd  January,  that  although 
Sir  George  is  quite  right  in  denying  that  the  troops  on  board  the  **  Romney"  are  destined  for  any 
general  purpose  of  recruiting,  yet  that  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  they  will  be  made  instrumental 
to  th^  enlistment  of  any  captured  Africans  received  under  the  Treaty,  who  may  be  found  willing  to 
enter  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ■military  service;  and  who,  when  enlisted,  will  proceed  by  the  earliest 
opportmiity  to  join  the  corps  to  which  they  are  to  belong. 

Lord  Glenelg  would  further  add,  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  employment  of  the  guard  on  board  the 
'^  Romney'  wluch  can  occasion  any  inconvenience  to  the  Spanish  authorities  of  Cuba;  uid  that,  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  a  proceeding  consequent  on  a  Treaty,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  relieve  those  authorities 
fix^m  the  inconveniences  they  had  cause  to  apprehend  if  the  liberated  Africans  had  remained  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  STEPHEN. 


No.  15. 

Sir  George  ViUiers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  March  6.) 
Mt  Lord,  Madrid,  Uth  Feb.  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  and  Translation  of  a  Note,  which 
I  have  received  from  Count  Ofalia,  in  answer  to  the  one  which  I  addressed  to 
Mr.  Bardaxi,  on  the  7th  September  last,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
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SPAIN.  U 

Cruz,  of  the  Spanish  brig  of  war  Teresita,  in  not  having  carried  for  adjudication 
before  the  Mixed  Commission  at  the  Havana  a  vessel  which  he  had  captured 
under  suspicion  of  being  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Bight  Han.  Viscount  PahnersUm,  G.  C.R 

8fc,  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  15. 


(Translation.)  Count  Ofalia  to  Sir  G.  VUliers. 

Sir,  -    Madrid,  February  \bth,  1888. 

In  your  Note  of  the  7th  of  September  last,  yon  made  a  complaint  against  Lieutenant  Cruz, 
the  commander  of  the  Spanish  ship  of  war  "  Teresitay**  for  having  seized  a  schooner  in  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour  of  Guautanamo,  Island  of  Cuba,  as  having  every  appearance  of  being  occupied  in  the 
slave  trade,  and  not  having  brought  in  his  prize  for  adjudication  before  the  Court  of  the  Mixed  Com- 
mission at  the  Havana. 

Communication  was  made  of  the  above-mentioned  Note,  by  my  predecessor,  to  the  Minister  of 
Marine  and  Colonies,  in  order  that,  the  certainty  of  the  statement  contained  in  it  being  ascertained, 
the  guilty  party  should  be  proceeded  against  with  all  the  rigour  of  the  law. 

Tbe  Minister  of  Finance  states  in  reply,  that,  according  to  what  he  has  learned  from  the  Com- 
mandant-General of  the  Havana  station,  the  lawsuit  formed  in  consequence  of  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  "  Matilda**  by  the  [Hlot-boat  of  war  "  Terenta"  had  been  brought  before  the  Mixed  Com- 
mission of  that  cai»ta],  which  is  doubtless  the  case  to  which  you  refer,  but  that  he  should  lay  before 
her  Majesty  the  complaint  of  the  Commandant-General,  against  the  manner  in  which  the  said  Board 
has  neglected  to  address  itself  to  him  directly  as  chief  of  a  tribunal,  and  of  a  branch  independent  of  the 
Captain-Generalcy  of  that  Island. 

I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  yon  the  above  circumstances,  in  reply  to  your  Note  on  this 
subject,  and  avail  myself,  &c 

(Signed)  THE  COUNT  OP  OFALIA. 

Sir  G.  ViUiers, 
fyc.    Sfc.    8;c. 



No.  16. 

Sir  George  FiUiers  to  Viscount  Patmerston. — {Received  March  13.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  March  3d,  1838. 

I  HAVE  ttie  honour  to  enclose  the  copy  and  translation  of  a  note,  which  I  have 
received  from  Count  Ofalia  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  19th  of  January,  1837,  com- 
plaining of  the  conduct  of  the  Custom-House  authorities  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  in 
naving  permitted  120  pairs  of  leg-irons  to  be  shipped  on  board  the  *'  Eliza*' 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEO.  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Paknerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  16. 

(Translation.)  Cotinf  Ofalia  to  Sir  G.  Villiers. 

Sir,  Madrid,  February  22nd,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  in  consequence  of  the  communication  made  by  this 
Office  on  the  2l8t  January,  1836,  to  that  of  Finance,  which  was  made  known  to  you  under  that  date, 
in  answer  to  your  Note  of  the  19tti  of  that  month,  peremptory  orders  were  g^ven  to  the  Military  Inten- 
dente  at  the  Havana,  that  the  fact  being  ascertained  of  the  Officers  of  the  Custom  House  of  St. 
Jago  de  Cuba  having  given  formal  permission  to  the  vessel  "Eliza"  to  carry  on  board  120  pair  of 
leg  shackles,  the  guilty  party  should  be  duly  punished  for  the  violation  of  an  eiisting  Treaty  between 
the  two  countries. 

The  Minister  erf  Finance  has  transmitted  to  this  Office  the  Despatch  received  from  the  said  Inten- 
dente  in  reply,  enclosing  a  Copy  of  the  proceedings  taken  at  St  Jago  de  Cuba,  for  the  verification  of 
the  above  stated  circumstance,  and  notwithstanding  that  the  Tribunal  of  the  Intendency  has  not  found 
the  crime  sufficiently  proved  for  proceeding  to  impose  the  correspondmg  punishment,  the  said  Military 
Intendant  has  taken  fiie  proper  measures  and  given  positive  orders  for  preventing  the  infringement  in 
any  case  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  concluded  on  the  I28th  June,  1835,  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade* 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
T6  the  Bntish  Minister,  (Signed)  THE  COUNT  OF  OFALIA. 

4v.     ^c.     ^c. 
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12  SPAM'  ' 

''  Nal?.  •  '  '■■   '^ 

Sir  Qearge  VilUm  to  VUcoutH  PalmerhU^i.^^Received  March  13.)         ;  :> 

MfliCmty,   '  Medri4,  March^,}^.    "' 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to'  enclose  tbie  copy  and  translation  of  a  note,  whjidi  I  bivA?/: 

received  from  Count  Ofalkia  reply  to  naine  of  the  14th  ultimo,  re^^ectdlg'tlie   * 

black  soldiers  enxployed  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship,  "  i^pey^*^  ii  i^fefe  JHft-,' ' 

Ihave,  &c.  ■   '  *  '**<       .-'«../.,^ 

(Signed)  .GEO.  VILMBRS/  ; 

The  Right  Hon.  FiscourU  Pcdmerston,  Q.C.B.  .  :    ;, 

^  SfC.  SfC*  SfC^  ;    ..' 


Enclosure  in  No.  17.  .    i 

Crransktion.)  Madrid,  February  iSth^lfUB. 

Sik, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Note  of  the  14th  instant,  in  irhlcb  316(1 
are  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  that  your  Govern menf,  before  whom  has  been  laid  the  corre^nd^  ' 
ence  which  has  taken  place  between  yourself  and  this  Office,  relative  to  the  black  soldiers  now  on  ' 
board  the  hulk  **  Romney"  lying  in  the  Port  o  the  Havana,  being  permitted  to  go  a^ore,  remk^ 
that  your  Note  of  the  Srd  of  last  month  had  produced  nothing  more  than  a  genera)  profesnon  b?  &e 
desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  give  satisfaction  to  th^  of  Great  Britain,  an4  a  promise  that 
in  order  that  the  matter  may  be  set  in  its  true  light,  further  information  should  be  required  firom  the 
Captain-General  of  Cuba. 

You  will  permit  me  to  remind  yon  thai  in  my  last  communication  of  the  5th  January  upon  thb 
subject,  there  is  something  more  than  that  which  you  are  pleased  to  state ;  for  in  it  you  were  infortned 
that  through  the  Ministry  of  Marine,  orders  had  been  given  to  the  said  Captain- General  to  endeavour 
to  arrange  the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  in  this  atfair  in  as  far  as  was  compatible  with  Her 
Majesty's  Service,  and  with  the  tranquillity  of  the  Island. 

This  Quthorizatipn  will  serve  to  enable  him  to  permit  the  black  soldiers  in  question  to  go  ashore 
occasionally,  under  certain  regulations  and  restrictions,  which  you  yourself  acknowledge  to  be  necessaij, 
and  if  he  does  not  permit  this,  it  will  be  on  account  of  obstacles,  which,  in  hb  opinion,  deserve  beh^ 
laid  before  the  Government. 

The  doubt  may  consist  m  this^  that  it  is  not  the  qu^tipn  of  some  wanderii^  emancipated  negroes, 
but  of  individuals  who  reside  there  for  a  long  period  of  time,  and  who,  from  their  being  iireqUSntly  en" 
shore,  may  form  relations  with  the  slaves  residing  in  the  Island,  and  spread  revolutionary  ideas 
amongst  them. 

You  are  aware  how  skilful  are  those  persons  who  under  the  name  of  AhoUHonisU^  coming  chiefly 
from  the  United  States,  avail  themselves  of  all  opportunities  for  creating  insubordinaitioB  among  the 
black  slaves,  and  who  Mrell  know  that  emancipated  blacks,  arriving  from  foreign  colonies,  might  be  j^  . 
channel  for  s{«eading  their  maxims  amongst  the  slaves  of  ihe  Island  of  Cuba;  and  it  wotdd  Adt  tie 
difficult,  frustrating  the  vigilance  of  the  Officers  of  the  British  soldiers,  and  these  sohli^Bpna  gping 
frequently  on  shore,  that  they  would  wish  to  make  them  the  instrument  of  their  machinations  and 
pernicious  intrigues. 

These,  or  other  similar  reasons,  it  will  be  which  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba  will  have  had  for  * 
opposing  himself  to  the  going  ashore  of  the  said  black  soldiers  ;  but  if  any  means  should  be  fimnd  I 
there  of  arranging  everything,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  Captain-General  will  adopt  it,  or  will 
consult  Her  Majesty  respecting  it,  in  consideration  of  the  Royal  Order  communk»ited  to  him  throogh 
the  Ministry  of  Marine. 

I  avail  myself  &c. 

(Signed)  THE  COUNT  OP  QFALIA*. 


No.  18. 

Sir  George  FilSers  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  March  13.) 

My  Lord,  Mad^  Matck\S,  1838-    , 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  note,  which  I  have  addiiessed  to 
Count  Ofklta,  caSmg^  the  attention  of  Hia  Excellency  to  my  correspondence  with 
his  predecessors,  respecting  the  form  of  bond  to  be  ^ven  by  tfee  owners  ofvessd? 
trading  to  the  coast  of  Alrica,  upon  the  exportation  of  casks  intended  to  contain 
pahnoil. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. , . . 

TSie  Right  Hon.  Vi$countPalmcr8ton,G.C.B.  '\ 
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SP.^.j,  13, 

EDclosure  ](&  T^a^lS. 

(Copy.)  '  •:  ^Sir^hor£e  Filliers  io  ^(mni  0/ali(^ 

Sir,  /  '  '         '    ^^w.  -.    ^       Madnd^^Mtr6kUl,ie^ 

Iir  Uie  mmii&'oir  Jime^^lSm,  I  had  the  honour  to  propose  to  the  Govemmeiit  of  Her  Cath<^ric : 
Majn^ir'tfafc  tdvptmn  oimm^  4xed  fl>wv^  of  seciipW,  to  be  exacted  from  the  owners  of  vessels  tradini^ 
to  t^  coa^t  of.^A^iira,  and  en^oir  outwards  id  a  Spanish  Port,  an  etfraordinary  ntfmbet*  of  ciUkfer  t# 
contaiOi^alii^  oil,  according  to  the  lOth  Ail|de  of  the  Trea^  tor  the  Suppi^dsbion  of  the  Spanish  S\wm 
Trade  (i)nduded  in  Jofne^lMis.  .   i     . 

At  the  same  time  I  enclosed  for  the  information  of  the  Spanish  Government  the  forms  which  the 
Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  )uid  approired,  stating  that  it  would  be  convenient  to  obseme 
as  muc}&qpifrpriiii^atp(Mible^ 

In  July  last  t'receivea  from  Mr.  Calatrava  an  Answer  to  Ihe  Note  of  the  previous  year,  in  which 
His  Excellency  observed  that  no  olijection  existed  to  tb^  adoption  qf  tk^  forms  I  b^d  enclosed  to  hin^ 
except  to  one  clause. 

In  my  reply,  which  was  made  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  His  Excellehcy's  Note,  I  explained 
that  the  clause  in  question  had  |^]|.misunderstood,  and  that  there  was  no  difierence  between  the 
security  which  the  Spanish  Government  proposed  to  exact,  and  (hat  required  by  the  English 
Government. 

I  further  observed  that  any  fonn  which  was  binding  upon  a  Spanish  subject,  and  thus  afibrded  the 
security  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  would  be  satisfactory  to  my  Government ;  and  I  concluded  by 
urging  that  i/uU  form,  whatever  it  might  be,  should  be  adqyted  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  order 
that  it  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Mned  Commissions,  to  aid  them  in  coming  to  just  decisions  ift 
the  cases  brought  before  them.  ' 

Thus  as  the  Government  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  had  hesitated  in  proceeding  to  the  conclusion  of 
this  most  simple  afikir  only  from  a  difficulty  as  to  a  part  of  the  form,  and  as  I  declared,  first,  that  the 
model  I  had  enclosed  had  been  misunderstood,  and  th&t  my  Government  meant  by  that  Document 
no  more  than  the  Spanish  Government  was  wiHing  to  adopt,  and  that,  secondly,  there  was  no  necessity 
to  adopt  the  English  form,  bat  that  any  bincHng  Document  would  be  satisfactory,  nothing  remains  to 
be  done  but  the  drawing  out  a  simple  certificate  or  guarantee. 

Seven  months  having,  however,  now  elapsed  withoat  my  having  received  any  communication  m 
answer  to  my  Note,  I  beg  to  recal  the  subject  to  your  E«eelh)ncy*s  notice,  and  to  request  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleasM  to  give  such  directions  respecting  it  as  will  enable  me  shi»rtiy  to  commu* 
nicate  to  my  Government  a  Copy  of  the  form  of  bond  and  certificate  tliat  the  Government  of  Her 
Catholic  Majesty  has  thought  fit  to  direct  should  be  made  use  of. 

I  have,  &o. 
To  His  ExceUency  Count  Ofalia,  (Signed)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

Sfc.        8^c.        ^. 


No.  19. 

Sir  Gemtge  f^illiers  to  Viscount  Pdinerston. — {Received  March  18.) 
My  luORD,  Madrid,  March  10,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  I  have  taken  occasion  to 
draw  the  attention  of  Count  Ofalia  to  the  recent  deoate  in  the  House  of  Lords  upoa 
the  wibject  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  to  point  out  to  His  Excellency  how  much  the 
honour  and  good  faith  of  the  Spanish  Government  were  concerned,  in  not  allow- 
ing any  further  d^y  in  the  enactment  of  a  penal  law  against  aU  Spanish  sub- 
jects concerned  in  that  barbaroiis  tra£Gic. 

Count  Ofalia  said,  that  the  affairs  of  pressing  importance  in  which  he  had  been 
engaged  fdnce  he  came  into  office,  had  hitherto  prevented  his  attending  to  the  sti- 
pulations of  the  Treaty  of  1835,  but  he  promised  to  make  inquiries  with  respect  to 
the  steps  taken  byliis  predecessors  xppn  the  matter,  and  to  lose  no  time  in  fulfilling 
the  engagements  by  which  this  country  is  bound  to  Great  Britain. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VH.HERS, 

J7ie  tUght  Hon.  discount  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  .^c,  8fc. 


No.  20. 

Vtsccunt  Palmerstan  to  Sir  George  ViUiers. 

Sir,  Fordgft  Office,  March2%  1^9. 

In  my  despatch  to  you  of  the  23d  of  August  last,  I  directed  you  to  complain 
to  the  Spanish  Uovemment  a^nst  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Cruz  of  the  Spanisb 
vessel  ''  Terenta^^  for  neglecting  to  take  before  the  Mixed  Court  at  the  Havana 
the  Spanish  vessel  ^  Matildit''^xpp[ntn-fkmtf^Qi  her  being  met  with,  equipped  for 
Slave  Trade. 
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I  have  since  received  further  commuoications  upon  this  subject  from  Her  Bla- 
jesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana;  and  I  now  transmit  copies  of  them  to  you. 

I  have  also  received  your  despatch,  of  the  24th  of  February,  containing  Count 
Ofalia's  answer  to  your  complaint. 

I  perceive,  in  both  tliese  last  mentioned  communications,  that  the  Spanish  Go-' 
vemment  have  evaded  the  real  question  at  issue,  by  insisting  upon  a  p<Hnt  of  icnm, 
as  to  the  mode,  in  which  the  Mixed  Commission  at  the  Havana  addressed  the  Cap- 
tains-General, when  communicating  to  him  the  information  which  they  had  received 
upon  the  case. 

The  real  question  at  issue  is,  whether  Lieutenant  Cruz  of  the  Spanish  pilot-boa^ 
the  *'  Teresitay'  shall  or  shall  not  be  punislied  for  an  infraction  of  the  Treaty  of 
the  28th  of  June,  1835,  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain. 

The  facts  are  as  follows ;-•- 

Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Vestal"  in  her  passage  from  Port  au  Prince  to  St.  Jago 
de  Cuba,  perceived  and  chased  on  the  4th  of  May,  1837,  a  vessel  suspected  of  Slave 
Trade.  But  that  vessel  was  boarded  by  the  Spanish  vessel  *'  Tetesita*  before  the 
'*  Vestal"  could  reach  her. 

The  officer  of  the  "  Vestal,"  on  boarding  likewise  the  suspected  vessel,  found  that 
her  name  was  the  *'  Matilde/*  and  that  she  was  equipped  for  the  Slave  Trade.  The 
people  on  board  of  her  declared  that  she  was  a  prize  to  the  "  Teresxta  ;"  and  the 
Commander  of  the  "  Teresita'  himself  confirmed  that  statement,  by  dedaring  that 
he  had  that  day  at  11  A.  m.,  ''  seized  the  schooner,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
late  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  for  being  fitted  out  for  the  Slave  Trade." 

The  Captain  and  Officers  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Vestal,"  having  respect  to  the 
fliag  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  and  believing  the  statement  of  an  Officer  in  Her  Ca- 
tholic Majestjr's  Service,  declined  to  interfere  further  with  the  case ;  supposing  the 
vessel  to  be  then  in  progress  to  be  carried  to  the  Havana,  where  she  would  have 
been  brought  before  the  Mixed  Conunission  established  at  that  place  for  adjudging 
cases  under  the  Treaty. 

Instead,  however,  of  carrying  the  *'  MatUde'  to  that  place,  the  Commander  of  the 
*'  Teresita*  sent  her  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba;  and,  when  the  Commissioners  at  the 
Havana  were  expecting  her  arrival,  they  were  informed  officially  by  the  Spanish 
authorities,  that  Lieutenant  Cruz  detained  her,  not  as  he  had  stated  to  the  Officer 
of  the  "  Vestal,'*  on  account  of  her  being  equipped  for  Slave  Trade,  but  on  account 
of  her  appearing  to  be  a  smuggler;  and  that  having  been  acquitted  of  that  charge 
^by  the  authorities  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  the  vessel  had  been  liberated^ 

The  British  Commissioners  were  afterwards  furnished  with  a  deposition  by  Idea- 
tepant  Cruz,  which  stated  that  he  had  sent  the  '^Matilde'*  to  St.  Jago  deCuba,  in- 
stead of  to  the  Havana,  because  she  was  leaky,  and  in  order  that  she  might  be  re- 
paired. 

But  no  reason  is  given  in  that  deposition  to  show  why,  after  being  repaired,  she 
might  not  have  been  sent  to  the  Havana ;  and  no  explanation  is  offered  as  to  the  dif- 
ference between  the  several  statements,  made  by  Lieutenant  Cruz,  with  respect  to 
the  cause  why  the  "  MaiUde'  had  been  detained  by  him. 

The  repairs  could  not  have  required  any  great  time  to  be  completed,  nor  could 
8he  have  been  in  a  very  bad  condition  ;  for  it  appears  that  upon  liberation,  she  pro- 
ceeded direct,  and  without  delay,  to  the  coast  of  Africa ;  that  so  soon  as  on  the  1 5th 
of  October  in  the  same  yeai*,  she  took  in  on  that  coast,  a  cargo  of  slaves,  and  that 
she  was  returning  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  with  250  negroes  on  board,  when  she  was 
met  with  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Snake,"  was  carried  into  the  Havana,  was 
adjudicated  and  condemned  ;  and  it  appears  that  she  was  at  the  end  of  that  voyage, 
perfectly  sea-worthy. 

I  have  to  instruct  you,  under  these  circumstances,  to  press  again  upon  the  Spa- 
nish Government  the  just  complaint  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  s^ainst  Lieute- 
nant Cruz,  the  original  grounds  of  which  complaint  are,  as  you  will  perceive,  en- 
tirely confirmed  by  the  accompanying  papers.  , 

You  will  now  demand  the  dismissal  of  that  officer  from  the  Spanish  service,  for 
having  made  a  false  statement  to  the  Elnglish  Naval  Officer,  in  order  to  defeat  the 
object  of  the  Treaty,  and  to  protect  from  capture  and  condemnation  a  vessel  which 
has  been  proved  to  have  been  at  that  very  time,  prepared  and  fitted  out  for  a 
slave  trade  expedition. 

I  am,  &€» 
air  G.  rtlKerSy  G.  C.B.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON, 

8fc.        Sfc.        8fc, 
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No.  21. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  George  Villiers. 
SiR^  Foreign  Office,  93rd  March,  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  Slave  Trade,  of  the  lOth  instant.  I  ap- 
prove of  your  having  drawn  the  attention  of  Count  Ofelia  to  the  recent  debate  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

You  will  further  state  to  Count  Ofalia,  that  you  only  anticipated,  in  this  respect, 
the  Instructions  of  Her  M^esty's  Government,  and  that  the  British  Cabinet  can  en- 
tertain no  doubt  that  the  Cabinet  of  Madrid  will  no  longer  delay  to  fulfil  the  en- 
gagements, contracted  by  Spain  in  the  2nd  article  of  her  Treaty  with  Great  Britain 
of  the  28th  of  June,  1835,  to  promulgate  a  Penal  Law,  inflicting  a  severe  punish- 
ment on  any  subject  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  who  shall,  under  any  pretext,  take 
any  part  whatever  in  the  traffic  in  slaves.  • 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  George  Villiers,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.        8fc.        8fc. 


No.  22. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  George  VUliers. 
Silt,  Foreign  Office,  23rd  March,  1838. 

I  TBAN81IIT  to  you  herewith,  for  your  information,  the  accompanying  Copy 
of  a  Despatch,  and  of  its  Enclosures,  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  thfi 
Havana,  containing  a  General  Report  of  the  Slave  Trade  at  the  Havana  during  the 

year  1837. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  George  ViUiers,  G.C.B. 
8fc.        ^.        8fc.  ' 

Enclosure  in  No.  22. 

Havana  CammmUmen  to  Visoomnt  F[dmer$ttnu 

January  lat^  1898. 

(See  Claas  A.  of  tlm  Series,  No.  48.) 


No.  2a 

P'iscount  Palmerston^  to  Sir  George  Villiers. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  21ih  March,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  Extracts  from  Despatches  received  from  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Sierra  Leone,  stating  the  cases  of  slave-vessels  recently 
adjudicated  at  that  place. 

All  these  vessels,  it  appears,  were  proceeding  on  a  Slave  expedition  to  the 
Havana;  and  one  of  them,  the  *'  Ligeira/'  had  received  Certificates  from  the  Cus- 
tom House  of  that  place,  setting  forth  that  the  extra  quantity  of  casks  which  she 
had  on  board  were  destined  for  the  reception  of  Palm  oil. 

You  will  communicate  to  the  Spanish  Grovemment  the  facts  contained  in  these 
Papers,  and  urge  the  Spanish  Minister  to  give  directions,  that  greater  caution  shall 
in  future  be  used  in  granting  similar  Certificates,  and  that  they  shall  not  be  given 
without  a  bond  to  a  large  amount,  which  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Government,  upon 
proof  of  the  illegal  purpose  to  which  the  prohibited  Articles  shall  appear  afterwards 
to  have  been  applied. 

I  have  Szc 
(Signed)       '    PALMERSTON. 
Sir  George  FilUers,  G.C.B. 
8re.       Sfc.       Sfc. 
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Enclosures  in  No.  S3. 

ExtracUfirom  Sierra  Leone  Commissioners. 

Despatohes  of  16(h,  88th  and  89th  December,  1837. 

Reportiaff  the  Cmcb  of  the  "^  PeHddade,  **  Traga  MUhasC'  and  ^  Legeira. 

(See  Class  A.  of  this  Series.  Nos.  15, 16  &  17.) 


No.  24. 
Ftf count  Falmerston  to  Sir  George  VUliers. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  Qth  April,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  Copies  of  Papers  relative  to  tiie  case  of  the 
Spanish  brig  "  General  Laborde,**  adjudicated  in  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice 
established  at  the  Havana,  under  Ibe  Treaty  concluded  with  Spain  in  June,  1835, 
for  the  complete  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Fr(»n  the  Papers  relating  to  this  case,  it  appears  that  the  vessel  in  question^  when 
captured,  bad  on  boai'd  almost  every  one  of  those  things  which  are  decla^d,  in  the  lOth 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1835,  to  furnish  jnifnd  facte  evidence,  that  a  vessel  is 
actually  employed  in  Slave  Trade.  She  bad  also  onboard  a  quantity  of  Tobaccoi  and 
she  was  said  to  be  bound  on  a  voyage  to  Cadiz  :  the  evidence  went  to  show,  that 
many  of  the  prohibited  articles  had,  ior  a  previous  voyage,  been  furnished  by  the 
Intendency  of  Cuba,  and  scnne  few  of  them  had,  in  that  previous  voyage,  been 
wanted  for  a  1^1  purpose.  The  voyase  on  which  it  was  said  that  those  articles 
Bad  been  wanted  for  a  legal  purpose  had  been  completed  ;  tfie  vessel  had  returned 
to  Cuba  from  that  voyage ;  and  sne  was  detained  while  proceeding  on  a  new  voyage^ 
having  with  her  all  the  prohibited  articles  which  she  nad  on  board  in  the  former 
voyage ;  some  of  them,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  furnished  originally  at  Cuba,  from 
which  island  she  was  then  proceeding ;  and  no  evidence  whatever  was  brought  for-r 
ward  to  show,  nor  indeed  was  it  even  asserted,  that  all  the  prohibited  article^!  or 
any  of  them,  were  wanted,  or  could  be  wanted,  for  any*  legal  purpose  on  the  voyage 
on  which  her  owners  stated  that  she  was  proceeding  when  she  was  detained. 

The  case  was  brought  before  Ite  Mixed  Court;  the  British  Commissioner  was 
«f  opinion,  that  the  vessel  ought  to.  be  condemned ;  the  Spanish  Commissioner  de- 
clared himself  pf  opinion  that  she  ought  to  be  liberated : — The  case  was,  therefore, 
left  to  Arbitration ;  an  Arbitrator  was  chosen  by  lot ; '  that  Arbitrator  was  Spanish^ 
and  he  decided  for  the  liberation  of  the  vessel. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  judgment  given  on  this  vessel  in  the  Mixed  Tribunal^ 
that  the  sentence  was  passed  without  due  attention  to  the  circumstance  which  con-, 
stitutes  the  ground  on  which  the  vessel  was  detained,  although,  on  the  proof  or. 
disproof  of  uiat  circumstance,  the  Condemnation  or  Liberation  of  the  vessel  ought 
to  nave  depended. 

That  circumstance  was,  that  the  vessel  had  the  forbidden  artictes  on  board  on  the 
wery  voyage  on  which  die  was  captured:  and  that  fact  having  been  ascertained,  the 
point  remaining  to  be  determined,  according  to  the  evident  intention  of  the  10th. 
Article,  was,  whether  the  prohibited  articles  had  been  put  on  boards  and  had  b^n 
needed  for  legal  purposes,  on  the  particular  voyage  on  which  the  vessel  was  piPr. 
eeedingwhen  detained;  and  if  such  necessity  could  not  proved,  the  vessel  became 
justly  subject  to  condemnation. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  there  is  an  expression  in  the  latter  part  of  the  10th  Article ; 
of  the  Treaty,  which  gives  an  opening  for  a  construction  different  from  the  evid^. 
intention  and  spirit  of  the  Treaty,  because  that  expression,  in  its  most  limited  sense,  . 
aays  only,  that  the  evidence  to  be  brought  by  the  Master  or  the  Owner,  shall  estf|-^ 
bhsh  that  the  vessel  was,  at  the  time  of  lier  detention  or  capture,  employed  on^  seme 
legal  pursuit.  ,        .  i 

The  Equipment  Article  was,  however,  drawn  up  vnth  a  wider  view ;  an^  the 
jsarrow  interpretation  which  I  have  mentioned  will,  if  persisted  in,  do  away  the  ^ 
whole  effect  of  the  Equipment  Article  ;  for  vessels,  having  any  or  all  of  the  pro- 
hibited things  on  board,  may  escape  punishment,  although  no  evidence  is  brought 
forward  to  prove  that  such  things  were  put  on  board  for  any  legal  purpose,  if  ovly 
evidence  be  produced  that  at  a  previous  period  some  of  those  tmn^  had  once  been  . 
wanted  for  a  legal  purpose :  and,  indeed,  even  such  last-mentioned  evidence  wpulcl , 
become  unnecessary,  if  Papers  were  produced,  tending  to  show,  that  the  vessel  was« 
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attbe  time  of  capture,  proce^^ng^tak  place  wh6re  she  could  not  carry  on  Slave 
Trade.  .      ' 

But  such  Papers  :Wd  Evidcace,  it  istwell  loidnm^  m^  Ijc^sUy,  and  at  any  time, 
fabricated  and  produced ;  awlif  sorfi  a58^ioa$are  to^staodgc^  as  adefence  against 
the  actual  presence  of  nrohibited  ^hinga  on  board,  and^ttot  accounted  for  by  any 
evident  legal  purpose,  that  provision,  which  was  intended  to  form  one  of  the  pJuef 

^Ijjp,^  ofpmgt  thoaiifiil  mill  i  Imrli  li'in ■■>Tn>>mM¥rjffy?^CTr>va-^  become 

of  little  avail. 

Far  different  was  certainly  the  intention  of  Great  Britain  :  far  different  was  also 
the  intention  of  Spain,  a^  expressed  in  the  PreamWe  Uh  tU#'  ITreaty ;  which  Pre- 
amble declared  it  to  1)e  the  ^  desire  "  and  purpose  of  both  the  Contracting  Parties 
theretp,  ff.tar^^dertheielxjr  the  means  taken  for  abolishing  the  inhuman  Traificln 
Slaves  more  effei^tiy^"  •  '^       ;     *  *!  .    ...    .,       ,m  I  ^ 

'  TLe  whole  tepour  of  ili^  Treaty  is  in  oonformifcy  wkh  this  rhyt. 
'  Tie  1st  Article  declaypsth^Sp^^      Slave  Trade  to  be  thfeiiceforwafd  •*  totally 
•and*  filially  abolished  in  all  narts  of  thewodd." 

By  the  2nd  Article^  %h^  Qfieek  of  Spain  «ogages,  that  »^*  immediately  after'  the 
Tireaty^  mAfram  time  to  time  q/t^wards,  a»  k  May  became  fteedjiil;  Her  Majesty 
trill  take  the  ipost  effective  measures  for  prevenling  lier  dubjt?cts  from  being  cbW- 
*  cemed  in,  or  carrying  on,  in  anjf  way^  the  Trade. io  Skves." 

The  4th,  Article  declares,  that  the  aieasures  to  be  taken  by  the  Treaty,  were 
taken  **  w  order  c(pmpletelif  to  prevent  the  infringment  of  the  spiRtT"  thereof: 
and  Article  10,  ft-amed  with  the  same  intent,  declares  that  every  vessel,  equipped 
as  the  "  General Laborde^'  was  equipped,  is  to  te  detained ;  and  that  such  things 
as  the  ** General  Lciwrde'  had  on  board  are  tobeeonsideredasjpriiwrf/eicie  evidence, 
that  the  vessel  which  has  them  on  board  is  "  actually  employed  in  Slave  Trade  ^ 
and,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  article,  she  is  to  be  condemned,  unless  such  evi- 
dence be  rebutted :  but  such  evidence  cannot  pn>perly  be  rebutted,  except  by  evidence 
showing  some  ^egal  purpose  for  which  the  foAidden  things  were  immediately  re- 
quired. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not  wish,  however,  to  disturb  the  sentence  of  the 
Court  in  the  particular  case  of  the  "  General  Labwde ; "  because,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  grovnd  on  which  it  was  given;  Her  Majeelfy's  Government  consider 
that  by  the  Treaty  the  sentence  must  be  final.  But  I  have  to  desire,  with  a  view  of 
preventing  the  evil  effects,  which  must  ensue  from  a  repetition  of  a  similar  sentence 
on  similar  grounds,  that  you  will  protest  in  a  fwmal  manner  against  the  construc- 
tion put  upon  the  Treaty  in  the  case  of  this  vessel ;  and  that  you  will  urge  the  Spa- 
nish Gov^nmcAt  to  issue  to  Her  Catholic  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana, 
instructions,  to  construe  Article  10  of  the  Treaty  according  to  the  sense  in  which  I 
have  represented  its  intention  and  spirit,  and  to  give,  in  future,  their  sentence  ac- 
cordingly. .1  ,        .  ' 

If,  however,  the  Government  of  Spain  defends  the  sentence  of  the  Spanish  Com- 
missioners, on  the  ground  that  Article  10  cannot,  without  a  formal  Declaration,  be 
interpreted  othei-wise,  than  in  the  fiense  in  which  they  have  interpreted  it,  you  wiir 
then,  in  virtue  of  the  2nd  Article,  above  quoted,  call  upon  the  Government  of  Her 
Catholic  Majesty  to  issue  a  DeclaraticHi,  and  to  give  corresponding  instinictions  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Spain  at  the  Havana,  to  the  effect,  that  the  construction 
which  is  to  be  placed  upoi^  the  words  contained  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  10th 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1835,  is,  that  a  vessel  having  on  board,  during  the  voyage 
on  which  she  is  taken,  all  or  any  of  the  things  prohibited  under  the  10th  Article  of 
the  Treaty,  is,  when  brought  before  the  Mixed  Tribunal  on  that  account,  to  be  con- 
sidered as  being  employed  in  the^Slave  Trade,  and  is  to  be  condemned  accordingly, 
unless,  with  respect  to  every  prohibited  thing  on  board,  there  is  clear  and  incontes- 
tible  evidence,  tnat  it  was  needed  for  legal  purposes,  on  tiie  particular  voyage  on 
which  the  vessel,  when  captured,  was  proceeding. 

The  circumstances  which  took  place  subsequently  to  the  liberation  of  this  vessej/^, 
show  still  more  strongly,  the  justness  of  the  argument  which.  I  have  employed^ 
this  case. 

The  British  Commissioners,  with  the  view  of  preventing  the  *'  General  Laborde  " 
from  evading  in  future  the  intentions  of  the  Treaty,  when,  after  the  trial,  the  vessel 
Xi^HB  about  again  to  quit  the  port,  thus  illegally  equipped,  representedto  the  Captain- 
General  the  fact  of  the  illegality  of  the  equipment  of  the  vessel ;  but  the  Captain- 
General,  in  answer,  declined  to  interfere,  idleging  as  a  reason,  that  the  things  whicli 
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were  on  board  mt  having  sufficed  to  oondenm  her,  it  would  be  ah  Aot  of  io^iittice  t» 
cause  to  be  destroyed  that,  which  had  been  qualified  as  good,  andiohich  hadie^nt 
permitted  hy  ike  sentence  of  the  Mixed  Court. 

It  thus  appears,  that  the  things  which  are  prohibited  by  the  Eqxdpment  Article 
have,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Captain-^General,  become  legalized  by  the  sentence  mf 
the  Court,  which  declared  that  they  were  not  sufficient  to  eonddmn  the  T«sseK 

The  concluBiod  to  which  tbe  Spanish  Functionary  arrived,  in  his  reasoning  up«a 
the  subject  is,  in  fact,  the  same  which  I  have  desired  you,  in  the  foiwer  part  of 
this  Despatch,  to  place  before  the  Spanish  Governm^it,  as  that  which  must  become 
to,  and  which  wiu  necessarily  be  acted  upon,  if  a  construction  be  not  put  upon  tfae 
Treaty  different  from  that  which  was  plac^  upon  it  by  the  Spanish  OommisaioA^v; 
and  the  result,  which  in  the  early  part  of  thU  Despatch  I  have  contemplated  « 
likely  often  to  occur,  if  your  representation  is  not  attended  to,  has  already  hap« 
pened  in  the  case  of  the  *'  General  Laborde'' 

You  will,  therefore,  at  the  time  Avhen  you  urge  the  Spanish  Government  to  is^ue 
the  Declaration  above-mentioned,  on  the  construction  to  be  given  to  the  words  at 
the  end  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1835,  state  that  Her  Majerty'sOomn- 
ment  consider  that  the  departure  from  a  Spanish  port  of  iny  vessel,  having  on 
board  any  of  the  things  mentioned  in  Article  12  is,  prwid  facie,  a  virtual  infraction 
of  the  Treaty ;  and  you  will  call  uppn  the  Spanish  Government  to  issue  strirt 
orders  to  the  Cwtain-General,  that  he  will  not,  under  any  circuiaBtanoes,  p«nnit 
any  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port  under  his  control,  when  such  vessel  trmy  have  em 
board  any  of  the  things  above  referred  to;  with  the  exception  of  such  of  them  ^a 
by  incontestible  evidence  may  be  proved  to  be  wasted  for  legal  pu<|»o«e8,  oo  the 
particular  voyage  on  which  the  vessel  is  then  proceeding. 

I  am,  &c* 
(Signed)  PALMEilSTON.. 

Sir  George  ViUiers,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  24. 
Havana  CommimtoTiers  to  Vistmrnt  Fsbmntsn. 

January  26«  18S7. 
(See  Gass  A.  of  First  Series,  Nq.  61„p.  9L) 

Second  Enclosure  in  No.  24. 

Mr.  Barrow  to  J.  Backhouse^  Esq. 

{Received  mh  JprU,  18S7), 
Sir,  Admiralty f  22ndAprU,  1887. 

I  AM  cooamanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioiiers  of  the  Admiralty  to  traasoiit  to  you,  for  the 
luTorination  of  Viscouat  Palmerston,  Copies  of  two  Letters  from  Adfliiral  Sir  Peter  Halkett,  tlie 
former  respecting  the  detention  of  the  Spanish  brigantioe  "  General  Laborde**  by  His  Mijesty^s 
schooner  **  Pincher,"  pursuant  to  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  sic^ned  the  28th  June,  1835,  and  the  latter 
containing  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Commander  WiUis  of  His  Majesty^s  8tWJp'**Cnii«er," 
pointing  oat  a  mode  by  which  Spanish  vessels  render  the  Treaty  null  and  Toid. 

I  liave,  Ac. 
J.  Backhauscy  Esq.  (Signed)  JOHN  BARROW. 

5-c.    §-c.   Sfc. 


Sub-Enclosure  A,  in  No.  13. 

(Copy.)  Sir  P.  Hatkeit  to  Charles  ffood^  Esq. 

Sir.  '<  MelTille,"  Port  Royal,  Jamaioa,^9nd  Mmrdk,  1887. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  forward  to  yon  a  stateineut  from  lieuteaaat  fiyag,  ^oouBawlkig  .His 
Majesty's  schooner  "  Pincher,**  wherein  he  reports  his  having  detalned.a  Spanish  vessel,  porsupt&t'to 
the  Treaty  with  Spain,  signed  the  28th  June,  1835,  the  said  vessel  having  on  board,  with  the  excqitioa 
of  the  flour  of  Brazil,  or  manioc,  Ac,  all  the  necessary  equipment  and  provisioningof  a  vessel  intended 
for  the  slave  traffic,  as  pointed  out  in  Art.  10  of  the  said  Treaty,  and  was  therefore  clearly  liable  ••to  be 
condemned  and  declared  a  lawiul  priae,"  w«re  it  not  that  the  laMer  part  of  Sec.  9  fto  the  Artiek  iaifttes- 
tion,  page  8  of  the  Treaty,  obviated  this,  provkling  ^such  vessel  was,  at  the  time  of  her  detentioiu 
employed  in  some  legal  pursuit,"  so  that  if  a  vessel  fitted  as  above,  distinctly  for  the  traffic  in  slaves, 
chance  to  have  on  board  a  bale  of  tobacco  or  the  smallest  portion  of  merchandise,  on  pretenee  oflietBg 
employed  in  a  legal  pursuit,  slie  is  restored,  and  may  proceed  in  her  infteiided  ttMe  in  alavae  ;  «m 
thus  that  part  of  the  Treaty  above  alluded  lo  renders  the  whole  of  it  null  and  kefecttve.  .A^^i/h 
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'Matk^S  doet  noiseifaie^  is  IjBtilNBii  it  aboold^  wbatprwtae  pttmslimeot  should  h%  iaflieted,  as  at 
jptBtDt^niit  has  cvarbacn  tboagbt  of  by  the  Spaniards. 

Be  pleased  to  represent  to  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  of  which  I  have  great 
reason  to  complain,  that  Lieutenant  l^rug,  in  His  Majesty's  schooner  '*  Pineber/*  was  cMained  at  the 
Havana,  to  attend  the  adjudication  o/the  above«>mentioned  vesseli  upwards  of  5  wieeks*  at  a  pariod 
when  her  services  were  much  wanted.  She  will  now  be  despatched  in  execution  of  their  Lordships' 
orders,  to  go  to  Sierra  Leone,  with  the  cnlprit  Joctstfle. 

I  have,  &c. 
QMfiiad)  P.  HALKETT, 

To  Charles  JFood^  JSsq.^  -  Admiral  and  Commander-in-Chief. 

4rc.         ^. 


Sob-EnciofiRire  B»  in  No.  34. 
Sr  P.  Halkeit  to  Mr.  fFood. 
Sir,  *"  Melville,"  off  Port  Royal,  Jamaica,  16th  March,  IWT. 

I  HJLVB  tha  honour  to  lay  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  an  extract  of  a 
Jalter  I  have  received  fnMa  Coouaander  Willis,  of  His  Majesty's  sloop  '*  Cruiser." 

^Conceiving  it  maybe  beneficial  to  His  Majesty's  ships  employed  in  capturing  vessels ^l^d  out 
fiur  the  illegd  commerce  in  slaves^  I  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  I  have  received  information  of  a  trick 
pnotised  by  many  after  landing  their  cargo,  to  prevent  seitnret  on  their  short  run  to  Havana,  *  to 
take  in  a.carg^  of  con»*in  bulk,  with. a  regular  clearance  from  .some  out  port ;'  they  thus  pass  for  an 
island  vessel  engaged  In  a  common  and  l^gal  traffic." 

Atid.thiis  their  Lordships  will  perceive  that  the  Treaty  with  Spain  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
trade  is  rendered  null  and  void,  as  the  last  part  of  Section  9,  Article  10,  to  that  IVeaty,  constitutes 
this  measure  a  legal  pursuit*  and  of  which  I  have  already  informed  my  Lords,  by  my  letter  of  the 
3rd'  instant.  No.  46,  in  the  Case  of  a  vessel  carried  into  the  Havana  by  His  Majesty's  schooner, 
«Pincher.'» 

I  have,  &c« 
(Signed)  P.  HALKETT, 

To  Charles  JFood,  Esq.,  Admiral  and  Commaader-in*Chief. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  24. 

Viscount  Palmerfton  to  the  Havana  Commissioners, 
14th  August,  1887. 

(See  Class  A.  of  the  First  Series,  No.  85,  p.  120.) 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  24. 

Hof^ana  Comsmsiioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 
1st  October,,  1837. 

(See  Clasa  A.  of  the  Firet  Series,  No.  101,  p.  140.) 


No.  25. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  G.  Villiers. 
(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  April  \Oth,  1838. 

With  reference  to  the  instruction  conveyed  to  you  in  my  Despatch  of  the 
6th  instant,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  draft  of  an  article  containing,  in  express 
words,  the  construction  to  be  placed  on  that  stipulation  contained  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  10th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  June  38th,  1835,  which  states  the  exception 
under  which  a  vessel,  though  apparently  equipped  for  Slave  Trade,  is  not  to  be 
condemned. 

This  article,  as  now  drawn  up,  contains  also  an  enumeration  of  two  things 
which  are  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  things  which  a  merchant  vessel  is  prohibited 
from  having  on  board.  The  first  of  these  things  is,  an  extraordinary  quantity  of 
mats  or  matting.  The  reason  for  adding  mats  or  matting  to  the  list  is,  that  a 
caiBt<HU  has  recently  prevailed  of  placing  the  slaves  on  matting  stretched  over 
barrels  and  casks,  instead  of  placing  them  on  what  are  called  slave  decks.  The 
second  thing  added  to  the  list  is  ''an  extraordinary  quantity  of  any  article  of  fi>ocl 
whatever^' 
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Tke  reason  for  adding  these  words  is,  that  a  prodiee  has  beea  adopted  by  dam 
traders  of  taking  on  board,  for  the  use  of  the  smves,  articles  of  food  which  afe  not 
specified  in  the  Treaty,  You  will  urge  the  Spanish  Government  to  conehide  this 
explanatory  iirtide,  additional  to  the  Treaty  of  1885. 


Enclosure  in  No.  25.       ^  ' 

Explanatory  Article^  Additional  to  the  TretUy  concluded  on  the  28/A  ofJuiie^  1885,  helween  Gr&U 
Britain  and  Spain^for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
The  High  Contractingr  Parties  to  the  above-mentioned  Treaty,  in  order  to  remove  doubts  upon 
the  construction  (o  be  given  to  the  stipulation  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  the  10th  Ariiele  of  that 
Treaty,  and  in  order  to  render  iUt  stipulations  of  the  said  Article  mere  effbctual,  ha«te  aamed  as  their 
Plentpotenflaries,  ad  hoCf 

who,  having  exdisnged  their  full  pofvers^  found  to  be  in  good  and  due  form*  have  agreed  on  the  pre- 
sent  Additional  Article  :— 

Article.  ■      .        .  <  : 

The  following  words  shall  be  substituted  in  place  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty,  concluded  at 
Madrid  on  the  28th  J une^  1835,  between  His  Britannic 'Majesty  and  the  Qneea  Regent  ^  Spain,  finr 
.  the  more  effectual  SuppreRsiou  of  the  Slave  Trade: — 

^  It  is  hereby  further  mutually  agreed^  that  every  merchant- vessel,  British  or  Spanish,  which  shall 
be  visited  by  virtue  of  Uie  present  Treaty,  may  lawfully  be  detained,  and  be  sent  or  brought  before 
the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  established  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  thereof^  if,  in  her  equipment 
there  shall  be  found  any  of  the  things  hereinafter  mentioned,  namely — 

*Mst  Hatches  with  open  gratings,  instead  of  the  close  hatch^,  which  are  usual  in  meichaair  . 
vessels. 

*'  2.  Divisions  or  bulk-heads  in  the  hold  or  on  deck,  in  a  greater  number  than  are  necessary  for 
vessels  engaged  in  lawful  trade. 

**  3.  Spare  plank  fitted  for  being  laid  down  as  a  second  or  slavenleck. 

**  4.  Shackles,  bolts,  or  hand-cnfis. 

"  5.  A  larger  quantity  of  water,  in  casks  or  in  tanks,  than  is  requisite  for  tlie  consumption  of  the 
crew  of  the  vesse)  as  a  merchant-vessel, 

*'  6.  An  extraordinary  number  of  water-casks,  or  of  other  vessels  for  holding  fiaoid,  unless  Aie 
Master  shall  produce  a  certificate  fh)m  the  Custom-honae  at  the  place  from  which  he  deored  ootwardt, 
stating,  that  a  suflScieot  security  had  been  given  by  the  owners  of  such  vessel  that  such  extra  quantity 
of  casks  or  of  other  vessels  should  ouly  be  used  for  the  reception  of  palm  oil,  or  for  other  purposea  df 
lawful  commerce. 

'*  7.  A  greater  quantity  of  mess-tubs,  or  kids,  than  are  requisite  for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  the 
vessel  as  a  merchant-vessel. 

^  8.  A  boiler  of  an  unusual  size,  and. larger  than  requisite  for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  the  vessel  as 
a  merchant-vessel,  or  more  than  one  boiler  of  the  ordinary  size, 

"9.  An  extraordinary  quantity  either  of  rice,  of  the  flour  of  Brazil,  manioc,  or  cassada,  commonly 
called  fariiiha,  of  muite,  of  Indian  corn,  or  of  any  other  article  of  food  whatever,  beyond  what  m^t 
probably  be  requisite  for  the  u^  of  the  crew,  such  rice,  flour,  maize,  Indian  com,  or  any  other  article 
of  food,  not  being  entered  on  the  manifest  as  part  of  the  cai^  for  trade. 

**  10.  A  quantity  of  mats  or  mattings  greater  than  is  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  the  veseel 
as  n  merchant- vessel."  * 

Any  one  or  more  of  these  several  circumstances.  If  proved,  shall  be  considered  as  priMd  fadd 
evidence  of  the  actual  employment  of  tlie  vessel  in  the  Slave-trade,  and  the  vessel  shall  thertupon 
be  condemned  and  be  declared  lawful  prisee,  unless  it  be  established  by  satisfactory  evidence  on  the 
part  of  tlie  Mai>iter  or  Owners,  that  such  vessel  was,  at  the  time  of  her  detention  or  capture,  employed 
in  some  legal  pursuit ;  and  that  such  of  (he  several  things  above  enumerated,  as  were  found  on  board 
of  her  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  or  had  been  put  on  board  of  her  on  the  voyage  on  which  the  veasel 
when  captured,  was  pro9eeding,  **  were  needed  for  legal  purposes  on  that  particular  voyage." 

The  present  explanatory  Article  shall  have  the  same  force  and  eifect  as  if  it  had  been  iuserted,  word 
for  word,  in  the  before  mentioned  Treaty  of  the  28th  June,  1835,  and  shall  be  considered  an  integral 
part  thereof 

The  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at  ,  within  the  space  of 

or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  thereof,  &c. 


No.  26. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  George  Villiers. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  24«A  AprU,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  copies  of  two  Despatches  from  Her  Majesly's 
Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  on  the  subject  of  the  Spanish  schooner  •*  Vence^ 

dora:^ 

It  appears  from  these  papers,  that  the  *'  Vencedora^  when  detained,  was  on  her 
passage  froiii  Africa  to  Cuba  with  a  cargo  of  slaves ;  that,'  in  the  course  of  her 
voyage  siie  had  touched  at  Cadiz  and  Porto  Rico;  and  that,  while  she  was  at 
Cadiz,  and  during  her  passage  thence  to  Porto  Rico,  her  slaves  were  stowed 
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between.  de^kB,  fik>  as  to  be  concealed  from  tbe  passeng^s  taken  on  board  at  Cadiz, 
and  were  thus  confined  in  a  manner  necessarily  occasioning  to  them  the  most 
severe  sufferinr ;  that  the  vessel  had  landed  a  number  of  her  slaves  at  Porto  Hico, 
where  she  staid  8  days ;  that  she  there  procured  firesb  papers,  and  was  proceeding , 
with  the  remainder  of  the  slaves,  26  in  number,  to  Cuba,  when  she  was  met  with 
and  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  "Ringdove,"  Commander  Nixon,  and  brought 
before  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  establiiihed  at  the*  Havana  under  the  Treaty  of 
•June,  1835,  for  the  prevention  of  Slave  Trade. 

The  whole  of  tliese  circumstances  did  not,  at  first,  come  out  in  evidence ;  but  the 
nxain  fact,  of  Bozal  negroes  beiifg  on  board,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  traffic, 
appeared  at  once-  m  evidence ;  and  the  other  circumstances  were  communicated  to 
the  Jud^s,  before' tbe  final  sentence  was  given  by  the  Arbitrator. 

The  British  Judge  declared,  that  the  vessel  ought  to  be  condemned ;  the  Spanish 
Judge  declared,  that  she  ought  to  be  liberated  ;  and  the  Spanish  Arbitrator,  upon 
whom,  in  this  case,  the  lot  fell  to  determine  the  difference,  declared,  on  the 
grounds  stated  by  the  Spanish  Judge,  that  the  vessel  ought  to  be  liberated ;  an4 
she  wasjiberated  accordingly  • 

The  reasons  which  were  assigned  by  the  Spanish  Judge  for  the  liberation  of  this 
vessel,  and  which  were  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  Arbitrator,  were,  that  the  slaves 
were  described  in  the  papers  from  rorto  Rico  as  passengers,  and  as  liaving  been 
actually  sold  to  a  person  in  Cuba;  and  that,  therefore,  they  were  not  brought  to 
Cuba  tor  the  purpose  of  traffic. 

But  these  alleged  reasons  were  not  borne  out  by  the  facts  of  the  case;  fdr,  in  the- 
only  documents  ibund  among  the  ship's  papers  which  referred  to  the*  negroes, 
and  which  were  in  the  form  of  licences,  the  negroes  were  not  designated  as  pas- 
sengers, but  were  described  rather  as  parcels  of  goods  or  property,  which  certain 
persons  were  authorized  by  those  licenses  to  transport  from  one  place  to  another. 

.  It  was  not  attempted  to  be  maintained^  that  the  negroes  were  passengers, 
voyaging  by  their  own  free  will ;  and  the  fact  of  their  having  been  previously  sold 
to  a  person  in  Cuba,  even  if  true,  was  no  proof  that  they  were  not  brought  to 
Cuba,  in  a  manner,  and  for  a  purpose,  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  the  Treatj^ 
For,  if  it  weje  to  be  admitted,  that  the  transport  of  slaves  from  Africa  were  lawful, 
provided  only  that  the  slaves  were  considered  as  having  been  sold  to  an  European 
purchaser,  previously  to  their  removal  from  the  African  coaJst,  then  it  is  obvious, 
that  all  the  .Treaties  which  have  been  concluded  for  the  suppression  of  Slave  Trade 
would,  by  such  an  evasive  interpretation,  be  reduced  to  mere  waste  paper.  But 
the  Treaty  expressly  declares,  that  all  Slave  Trade,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  is 
abolished  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  that  the  subjects  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty 
shall  not  be  concerned,  nor  shall  her  flag  be  used,  in  carrying  on  the  trade  in  slaves 
in  any  way ;  and  these  slaves  were  newly  imported  negroes,  and  therefore  ought 
to  have  been  set  free. 

There  is  no  stipulation  in  the  Treaty,  under  which  the  mere  fact,  that  the  name 
of  passengers  is  given  to  slaves,  can  save  from  condemnation  a  vessel  containing 
max  slaves^  nor  by  which,  if  the  purchase  of  slaves  is  effected  in  one  place,  those 
slaves  may  be  lawfully  transported  to  another  place,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
delivered  over  to  the  purchaser. 

Such  an  interpretation  would  defeat  the  whole  purpose  of  the  Treaty,  and  never 
can  be  allowed..  . 

If  the  reasoning  of  the  Spanish  Judge  be  admitted,  a  vessel  might  go  to  Africa, 
and  there  take  in  a  cargo  of  slaves ;  the  slaves  might,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  voyage,  be  called  passengers,  and  the  vessel  and  her  cargo  would,  under  that 
iDtorppotatioft,  be  safe;  or -eke  sales  of  the  slaves  might  be  made  in  Africa,  or  at 
any  spot  at  which  the  vessel  might  touch  in  her  return  voyage  from  thence ;  and 
the  vessel  and  her  cargo  would  thus  be  secured  from  condemnation. 

I  have  to  instruct  you,  therefore,  to  protest,  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  against  the 
sentence  given  by  the  Spanish  Judge  and  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  Arbitrator, 
in  the  case  of  the  "  f^encedora/*  such  sentence  being  directly  contrary  to  the  spirit 
and  true  meaning  of  the  Treaty  of  1835,  and  necessarily  tending  to  defeat  the 
express  intention  with  which  the  high  contracting  Parties  concluded  that  Treaty. 

I  have  further  to  desire,  that  you  will  urge  the  Spanish  Government  to  send 
out  instructions  for  the  guidance  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  in  future 
cases  of  the  like  nature,  directing  those  Commissioners  to  give  sentence  for  the 
condemnation  of  all  vessels  found  with  slaves  on  board,  unless  such  slaves  shall  be 
employed  as  part  of  the  crew  of  the  vessel,  and  shall  be  enrolled,  as  such,  in  the 
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original  muster  roll  thereof,  or  unlesB  they  shril  be  proved  by  eridenoe  to  be  imUl 
Jide  don^stics,  attending,  as  such,  upon  their  master,  on  board  the  vessd  detained. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  FALMER8T0N. 

Sir  George  FiOiers,  G.C.B. 


No.  27. 
Sir  George  ViiUert  to  f^Ucount  PaimerHim* — {Received  jiprU  26.) 
My  Lord,  Madrid,  liih  April,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
^tches  marked  Slave  Trade,  to  that  of  the  27th  ultimo. 

I  enclose  the  Copy  of  a  Note  which,  in  obedience  to  the  Instructi(ms  contained 
in  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  23rd  of  March,  I  have  addressed  to  Count 
Ofalia,  respecting  the  promulgation  of  a  Penal  Law  against  Slave  Trading,  in 
conformity  with  tiie  2nd  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1835. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  YIUJERSL 

The  Right  Hon.  Viseount  Palmer^ton^  G.C.B. 

Sfc.  €fe.  ifc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  27. 


Sir  CL  rUUers  to  C&uM  OfMa. 
Sift,  MrnAH.  A^  10, 1886. 

I  HAvc  the  IwRoar  to  vofytm  jmx  Bxoelkoey,  tint  I  reported  to  my  GovmoMat  iIm^omnkc- 
salioa  I  held  with  your  Excellency  respecting  the  protnulgatioo  of  the  Penal  Lsw  against  Slave  Trad- 
ing, and  the  assurances  which  1  bad  the  sati^aetion  to  re^ve  firom  jour  Exe^lency,  that  this  iaopor- 
taut  question  should  forthwith  receive  the  attention  to  wiiioh  it  iieiilitledm  tepiot  of  Her  Oad^iic 
Majetty's  Govemtneat. 

I  am  now  further  directed  to  inform  your  ExoelleHcy  that*  in  tlie  obaenraiioiis  wihieh  I  bad  the 
honour  verbally  to  address  to  your  Excellency,  I  only  anticipated  the  renewed  instructions  which  I 
was  about  to  receive  fi*om  my  Government,  and  that  the  British  Cabinet  can  entertain  bo  doidii  that 
the  Cabinet  of  Madrid  will  «o  longer  delay  to  Mfil  the  engagenieni  centraded  by  SfMna  in  the  aeeond 
Aitfcleof  the  Traaty  with  Cheat  Britain  of  the  S8th  of  Jnne  18S5,  to  praoHil^sle  ai^MalLaw^  hiflial- 
ing  s  severe  punishment  on  aay  subject  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  vha  aftial^  nnder  anyfrotaot,  iafe 
any  part  whatever  in  the  traflic  in  slaves. 

I  liave,^^ 
(Signed)  GfiOaOE  TILLIERS. 

To  CkmM  OJkiia^ 
Sfc,    .    ^c. 


No.  28. 
Sir  George  PtUiere  to  f^iseount  Pahnerston^-^Reeeived  ^jpn/96.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  I4tk  Aprii,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  of  a  Note  which,  m  ofaedieooe  to 
Jthe  Instructioiis  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Desfiateh  of  the  23rd  of  March,  I 
liave  addressed  to  Count  Ofalia,  demanding  that  Lieutenant  Cruz,  of  the 
'^  TeresitOy''  should  be  dismissed  from  the  service  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  for  his 
conduct  in  not  taking  before  tlie  Mixed  Commission  at  the  Havana  the  SpaaUi 
vessel  ^'  Matiide"  prepared  and  fitted  out  for  a  slave  expedition. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  ATXLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  £f€. 


Enclosure  in  No.  28. 


Sir  George  Villiers  to  Count  Ofalia. 
Sir,  Madrid,  IWi  April,  18S8* 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  iDform  your  Excellency,  tfast  I  transmitted  to  my  GeiFenimeat  tiie 
dated  the  15th  of  Febmary,  which  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  address  to  me,  ia  i^ly  to  mine  of 
the  7lh  of  September,  complaining  to  your  Excellency's  predecessor,  M.  Bardaxi'i  against  the  conduct 
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of  Lieutenant  Cruz,  of  the  "  Termta^^  for  n^lecting  to  take  before  the  Mixed  Court  at  the  Havana 
the  Spanish  vessel  '*  McAilde**  upon  a  charge  of  her  being  met  with  equipped  for  the  Slave  Trade. 

Further  communications  upon  this  sul^ect  have  likewise  been  received  by  (he  Government  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  and  in  them,  as  well  as  in  the 
above-mentkmed  note  of  your  Excellency,  my  Government  perceive,  that  the  real  questbn  at  issue 
has  been  evaded,  by  insisting  upon  a  point  ef  form  m  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Mixed  Commission  at 
the  Havana  addressed  (he  Captain- General,  when  communicating  to  him-  the  information  which  they 
Imd  received  npon  the  case. 

Hie  real  question  at  issue  if*,  whether  Lieutenant  Cruz,  of  the  Spanish  pilot-boat  the  ''  Terenta^*^ 
diall,  or  shall  not  be  punished*  for  an  infraction  of  the  Treaty  of  the  28th  of  June,  1635,  between 
CFreat  BHlatn  and  Spain. 

The  facts  are  as  f i>Uows  :— 

Her  Maje«t/s  ship  ^  Vestal,**  in  her  passage  from  Port-au-Prince  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  perceived 
and  chased,  on  the  4th  of  May,  1897,  a  vesset  suspected  of  Slave^rade,  but  that  vessel  was  boarded 
by  the  Spanish  vessel  **  Terettitd^  befbre  tite  **  Vestal**  eould  reaeh  her. 

The  Officer  of  the  *^  Vestal,'*  on  boarding  likewise  the  suspected  veesel,  found  that  her  name  was 
the  **  Matilde,**  and  that  she  was  equipped  for  the  Slave-trade. 

The  people  on  board  of  her  declared  that  she  was  a  prize  to  the  ^  Teresiki,^*  and  the  Commander 
of  the  **  Teresita*^  himself  confirmed  that  statement,  by  declaring  that  '*  he  had  that  day,  at  11  a.m., 
seifled  the  setiooner,  under  the  provisions  of  the  late  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  for  being  fitted  for  the 
Slave  Trade." 

The  Captain  and  Officers  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "Vestal,"  having  respect  to  the  flag  of  Her  Ca- 
tholic Majesty,  and  believing  the  statement  of  an  Officer  in  Her  Catholic  Majesty's  service,  declined 
to  interfere  further  with  the  case,  supposing  the  vessel  to  be  then  in  progress  to  be  carried  to  the 
Havana,  where  she  would  have  been  brought  before  the  Mixed  Commission,  established  at  that  ])1ace 
for  Jidjudicating  cases  mider  the  Treaty. 

.  lasteacl,  however,  of  carrying  the  ^  MaUlde*^  to  Jthat  place,  the  Commander  of  the  *'  Teresiia^* 
sent  her  to  St.  Jago  de  Cub«L,  aad  when  the  Commissioners  at  the  Havana  were  waiting  her  arrivalf 
they  were  informed  officially  by  the  Spanish  Authorities,  that  Lieutenant  Cruz  detained  her,  not,  as  he 
had  stated  to  the  Officer  of  the  ^'  Vestal,**  on  account  of  her  being  equipped  for  tlie  Slave  Trade,  but  on 
IKCOunt  of  her  appearing  to  be  a  smuggler,  and  that,  having  been  acquitted  of  that  charge  by  the 
Authorities  of  St  Jago  de  Cuba,  the  vessel  had  been  liberated^ 

The  British  Commissioners  were  aAerwards  furnished  with  a  deposition  by  Lieutenant  Cruz,  which 
stated  that  he  had  sent  the  **  Matilde"  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  instead  of  the  Havana,  because  she  was 
leaky,  and  in  order  that  she  ntigfaibe  repaired  ;  but  no  reason  is  given  in  this  deposition  to  show  why, 
after  being  repaired,  abe  ttight  not  have  been  sent  to  the  Havana,  and  no  explanation  is  offered  as  to 
the  difference  between  the  several  statementa  nftde  by  XaeuteJiani  Cru;e»  with  tespeci  to  the  caus^  wbjT 
the  M(diide  hhd  been  detained  by  him. 

Her  repairs  could  not  have  required  any  great  time  to  be  completed,  nor  could  she  have  been  in  a 
very  bad  condition,  for  it  appears  that*  upon  iLberalipa*  she  proceeded  direct,  and  without  delay,  to  the 
Coast  of  Africa ;  that  so  soon  as  the  15th  October,  in  the  same  year,  she  took  in  on  that  coast  a  cargo 
of  slaves  ;  and  that  she  was  returning  to  St.  Jugo  de  Cuba  with  250  negroes  on  board,  when  she  was 
met  with  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  *'  Soiake^"  was  i:arried  into  the  Havana,  was  adjudicated  and  con- 
demned, and  it  appears  that  she  was,  at  the  end  of  that  voyage,  perfectly  seaworthy. 

J  have,  theteibre,  under  theae  circuoMtanoes,  been  instructed  to  press  upom  the  Spanish  Government 
the  ju0t  complaint  of  Her  Briiannic  Majesty's  Government  agabst  Lieutenant  Cruz,  tlie  origij^ 
grounds  of  whidi  have  beat  entirely  eonfinuied  by  all  the  information  that  has  subsequently  beeo 
xeceived;  and  I.  am  furtlier  to  demand  of  your  Excellency  the  dismissal  of  that  Officer  from  the 
service  of  Her  CaUiolic  Maje^,  for  having  made  a  false  statement  to  the  English  Naval  Officer,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  objeet  of  the  Treaty,  and  to  protect  iroai  capture  and  coudemuation  a  vessel^ 
which  has  been  proved  to  have  been,  at  thai  very  time«  pfepared  and  fitted  out  for  a  SJavf  Trade 
expedition. 

*  I  have  &Cm 

To  CauM  Ofkiia^  (Signed)  '     GEOEGE  VILLI£E& 

4rc    Sfc,    8fc. 


No.  29. 

Sir  George  FilKers  to  t^iseount  Palmer^ton. — (Recewed  April  26.) 

My  Lord,  Madrid,  m  April.  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  bonour  to  enclose  the  Copy  aiid  Translation  of  a  Note,  which  T 
hme  Feceived  from  Count  Ofalia,  communicating  to  me  the  steps  which  have  been 
taken  by  the  Minister  of  Finajcuse,  with  respect  to  the  Form  of  Bond  Uf  be  required 
from  Owners  of  vessels  trading  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  for  the  exportation  of  Casks 
destined  to  contain  palm  oil. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VIUUERa 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  29. 

(Translation.)  Count  Ofalia  to  Sir  Oeorge  Villiers. 

Sir.  Madrid,  Jpril  6ih,  1838. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  writes  to  me  on  the  21st  ultimo,  that  he  has  oommunicated  to  the 
Director-General  of  Customs  the  following  Royal  Order: — 

.  **  By  command  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  Regent,  I  transmit  to  you  in  original,  and  to  be  returned, 
the  entire  statement  commenced  in  this  Ministry  of  Finance,  and  continued  in  that  of  Marine  and 
Commerce,  relative  to  the  Certificate  and  Bond  to  be  taken  from  the  owners  of  Spanish  vessels  trading 
to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  in  imitation  of  those  Hrhicb  the  Briish  Government  ^as  ordered  to  be  taken 
from  its  subjects,  in  order  to  insure  the  execution  ot  the  5th  clause  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the 
28th  of  June,  1835,  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  so  that,  according  to  the  last  communi- 
cation made  by  the  said  Ministry  of  Marine  and  Commerce,  this  direction  may  act  in  accordance  with 
the  Junta  Consultiva  of  Customs,  t9  whom  the  preaent  determination  is  made  known,  in  drawing  out 
the  forms  of  the  above-named  Documents,  which  are  to  be  conformable  to  the  laws  of  Spain,  and  to 
the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Royal  Order  of  the  22nd  of  July  last,  issued  by  this  Ministry." 

I  have  the  honour  to  make  the  above  communication  to  you,  in  reply  to  your  Note  of  the  ist  of 
March  last,  and  until  I  ain  able  to  transmit  to  you  the  definitive  Resolution,     t 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
(Signed)  THE  COUNT  OF  QFAI44C 

^       No.  30. 

Sir  George  VUlier^  to  Viscount  Palmerston.' — (Received  AfAl  26.) 

My  Lord.  Madrid,  \4th  April,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  of  a  Note  whirfi,  in  obedience'to 
the  Instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  2Ttfi  of  Marcfi,*  I 
have  addressed  to  Count  Ofalia,  with  respect  to  a  Certificate  issued  by  the  QusUvn* 
house  Authorities  at  the  Havana,  to  the  Fortugues^  slave-Vessel  **  Ligeira,^  sdttmg 
forth,  that  the  extra  quantity  of  Casks,  which  she  had  on  board,  ivere  denned  for 
the  reception  of  palm  oil. 

i  have,  &C.  ^   . 

(Sigtted)  GEORGE  VILLIERS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Fiscaunt  PabnerstoH,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fe.  Sfe. 


Enclosure  in  No.  30. 


Sir  6.  ViUiers  to  Couni.Ofalia.  f/ 

Sir.  3Iadrid,  Jpril  1 1, 1636. 

I  HAVE  received  the  Instructions  of  my  Oovernment  to  communicate  to  your  ExceJIeney  t|e 
following  information,  which  has  been  received  from  the  British  Commissioners  at  Sierra  Leone,-  iPith 
irespect  to  the  Slave  Trade  now  carrying  on  with  the  Havana  under  the  Portuguese  flag. 

The  Portuguese  brigantine**JFWicic{ad,''Joao  J  oze  Pereira,  master,  having  on  board  a  cargo  of 
slaves,  with  which  she  was  proceeding  from  the  river  Bonny  to  the  Havana,  waiB  seized  on  the  iAi 
November  1837,  near  to  that  river,  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brigantine  ^  Bonetta,"  and  arrived  at 
Sierra  Leone  for  adjudication  on  the  Snd  December.  The  vessel  was  condemned,  and  the  survivii^ 
negroeji  of  her  cargo  emancipated  on  the  9th.  .  ^ 

The  Portuguese  schooner  '*  Traga  Milhas^^'  was  seized  with  a  cargo  of  983  slaves  by  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  sloop  **  Racer."  on  the  11th  of  June  1837,  oiF  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  whilst  engaged  in  a 
voyage  from  the  river  Sherbro  to  the  Havana*  and  condemned  in  December  last  by  the  British  and 
Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission  establbhed  at  Sierra  Leone. 

From  the  statement  of  (he  Master,  there  was  every  reason  to  believe,  that  in  his  previous  voyage  to 
the  Havana,  he  had  successfully  landed  a  cargo  of  slaves.  The  "  Traga  Milhat*^  appears  only  to  have 
come  under  the  Portuguese  flag  in  1836,  jat  the  Cape  de  Yerd  Islands,  and  is  siqvposed  to  be  the 
vessel,  bearing  the  same  name,  which  made  two  successful  voyages  under  the  Spanish  flag,  previous 
to  the  close  of  the  year  1835. 

The  Portuguese  schooner  '*  L^etro,*'  was  seized  on  the  15th  November,  1837,  with  a  cargo  of  313 
slaves  on  board,  when  on  her  way  to  ilie  Havana,  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brigantine  ^  Bonetta,'^ 
and  condemned  in  the  British  and  Portuguese  Court  of  Mixed  Commission  at  Sierra  Leone.  H^ 
vessel,  like  the  *'  Traga  Milkas,^*  was  provided  with  a  passport  by  the  Government  of  the  Cape  de  Veid 
Islands  ;  but  among  the  papers  of  the  **  lAgdra,'**  was  found  an  official  certificate,  dated  April  6, 1837, 
from  the  Custom- House  at  the  Havana,  of  there  having  been  embarked  in  her  a  krge  boiler,  planks, 
and  beams,  for  preparing  upon  the  coast  a  slave-deck  ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  leaguers  of  water  on 
board  for  the  use  of  the  crew,  a  large  number  of  staves  and  hoops  for  forming  water-casks*  in  short, 
all  the  chief  articles  of  slaving  equipment,  which  shipment  was,  I  regret  to  say,  specially  certified  to  1^ 
the  Custom  House  authorities  at  the  Havana,  under  the  plea,  that  the  extra  casks,  whi^h  the  "^'• 
geira'*  had  on  board,  were  destined  for  the  reception  of  palm  oil. 

To  this  point  1  am  instructed  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Excellency,  and  to  press  upon  the  Go- 
vernment of  Her  Cathohc  Maj^ty,  tlie  necessity  of  giving  directions,  that  greater  caution  shall,  in 
future,  be  used  in  granting  similar  certificates,  and  that  they  shall  not  be  given  without^a  bond  to  a 
large  amount,  which  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Government,  upon  convicticm  of  the  illegal  purpose  to 
which  the  prohibited  articles  shall  appear  afterwards  to  havebc^n  applied. 

I  have,  &c 
(Signed)  GEORGE  YILLIER& 

Count  Ofalia. 
4rc.        9fc. 
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PORTUGAL. 


No.  31. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  fValden, 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  January  Sth,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  an  extract  from  a 
Report  made  by  Ldeutenant  Bosanquet,  on  British  Commerce,  and  on  $he  Slave 
Trade,  in  Madagascar,  the  Comoroo  Islands,  and  the  £astern  Coast  oS  Africa ; 
from  which  it  appears,  that  the  Slave  Trade  is  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extrat, 
under  the  Portuguese  flag,  between  the  Portuguese  settlements  on  that  coast,  and 
Brazil  and  Cuba. 

I  have   £cc 
The  Lard  Howard  defValden,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


Enclomre  in  No.  3L 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Bosanquet^  commanding  Her  Majesty's  brig  ^  heveret^**  dated 
Simon*s  Bay^  it9th  September^  1837,  cmd  addressed  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  P.  Campbell. 

I  coNTiNUiD  to  cruise,  tor  the  suppression  of  the  Slave-trade  and  protection  of  British  com- 
merce, touching  at  aH  the  Ports  frequented  by  sbve-vestols  and  English  merchant-vessels  in 
Madagascar,  and  on  the  East  Coast  of  Africa,  and  alao  the  Island  of  Johanna,  in  the  beginning  of  July, 
which  Island  I  found  in  a  tranquil  state,  though  still  threatening  an  attack  upon  Ramenatka  at 
Mohilla,  which  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  not  take  place. 

^  The  Slave-trade  still  continues  to  be  carried  on,  to  a  very  gpreat  extent,  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  both 
to  the  Brazils  and  the  Island  of  Cuba,  but  from  the  tenor  of  the  Instructions  issued  for  the  guidance 
of  the  men-of-war,  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  it,  although  the  existing  Treaties  are  most  openly  violated 
in  every  instance ;  but  even  if  fuller,  powers  be  granted  by  a  new  Treaty,  I  fear  the  '*  Leveret'*  will  be 
still  found  perfectly  incompetent  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  suppressing  the  Slave-trade,  from  her  extremely 
bad  sailing  qualities. 

From  my  observations  last  year,  and  from  the  information  I  have  since  been  able  to  obtain,  I  con« 
ceive  that  upwards  of  12,000  slaves  must  have  left  tde  East  Coast  of  Africa  in  1836,  for  the  Brazils 
and  Cuba;  and  I  think,  from  the  number  of  vessels  already  arrived,  and  there  being  many  more  ex- 
pected, that  that  nuofiber  will  not  be  much  decreased  this  year. 

A  Spanish  brig  obtained  500  slaves  last  December  at  Mombass,  which  place  has  been  subsequently 
taken  by  the  Imaum  of  Muscat,  so  that  the  foreign  Slave-trade  in  this  part  of  the  world,  is  now  entirely 
confined  to  the  limits  of  the  Portuguese  Possessions  on  the  East  Coast  Sf  Africa,  from  Cape  Delg^do 
to  Del^^oa  Bay,  and  the  only  two  ports  from  whence  vessels  hitherto  have  ultimately  sailed,  are  Mosam- 
bique  and  Quillimane ;  but  coasting  trade  in  slaves,  to  a  great  extent,  is  carried  on  to  supply  these 
two  depdts,  and,  in  many  cases,  under  the  flag  of  the  Imaum  of  Muscat,  which,  although  contrary  to 
Treaty^  it  is  impossible  to  prevent,  without  the  greatest  dbadvantage  to  the  service,  as  ail  such  vessels 
have  to  be  sent  to  Zanzibar. 

From  the  actions  of  Government  of  Mosambique  and  Quillemane,  and  from  the  open  declamtion 
of  the  inhabitants,  it  appears  that  the  Colonial  Government  are  determined  to  continue  the  illicit 
traffic  in  slaves,  notwithstanding  any  treaty  that  may  be  made  for  its  prevention,  and,  from  the  open 
manner  in  which  the  existing  treaty  is  broken,  I  think  they  must  have  authority  so  to  do  from  the 
Government  at  Lisbon. 

The  English  trade  with  the  east  coast  of  Africa  and  Madagascar,  which  is  of  considerable  value, 
has  mnth  increased  since  last  year,  and  1  think  will  be  still  more  so ;  and  the  occasional  presence  of  a 
vessel  of  war  at  the  different  ports,  more  particularly  those  in  Madagascar,  I  conceive,  will  be  highly 
beneficial  to  the  trade,  as  that  island  is  still  in  a  very  unsettled  state,  and  the  continual  predatory 
warfare  carried  on  between  the  subjects  of  Queen  Ranivilo  and  the  tribe  of  Sacolavas,  renders 
all  property  landed  for  trade  insecure.  Raminisoola,  the  chief  of  the  Sacolavas,  who  is  at  present,  and 
has  been  for  some  time^  residing  in  the  Comoroo  Islands  has,  I  think,  by  his  absence  from  Mada- 
gascar, lost  much  of  his  influence  with  his  tribe,  and  his  only  object  in  seeking  the  alliance,  is  to 
obtain  protection  against  his  more  powerful  opponents  the  Ovahs,  who,  I  think,  will  shortly  have  entire 
possession  of  Madagascar. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  no  slaves  are  exported  from  Madagascar,  but  they  are  still 
imported  to  a  small  extent  by  Ramenatha  in  the  island  of  Mohilla,  who  has  also  sold  some  of  his 
Johannese  prisoners,  who  were  carried  to  Zanzibar. 
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No.  32. 
Viscount  PahnersUm  to  Lord  Howard  de  FVaidefi. 

My  Lord,  Fordgn  Office,  Vlth  January,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  an  extract  of  a  letter 
which  I  have  received  upon  the  sub^ciot  oif  ^he  Slave  Trade  carried  on  at  Gadiz^ 
and  in  the  West  Indies,  by  SpaniA  vessels  under  the  flag  of  Portugal. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

The  Lord  Howard  de  W olden, 
8fc.        8fc.        8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  32. 

Exiraci  $fa  LttUr  dated  Vera  Crm, 

August  S6«ii,  IMT. 

(See  Eedosure  in  No.  8.) 


No.  33. 

Lord  Howard  de  fPaiden  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — ^{ReceivBd  Feh.  ^Und.) 

(Extract.)  Lisbon,  14<A  February,  1838. 

Notwithstanding  the  repeated  assurances  which  I  have  received  from 
the  Viscoupt  de  Sa  da  Bandeira,  of  his  intention  to  enter,  without  loss  of  time, 
upon  the  re-consideration  of  the  proposed  Treaty  for  the  total  au^pressian  of  tiie 
Slave  Trade  still  carried  on  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  every  detail  of  which  had 
been  agreed  upon  (with  the  exception  of  a  clause  for  the  regulation  ef  the  traoA* 
port  ot  domestic  slaves  accompanying  their  masters  from  the  Continent  to  the 
island  of  St.  Thomas  and  Princes  Island)  previous  to  the  Revolution  of  September^ 
I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  report  any  real  progress  to  your  Lordship.  I  am 
induced  to  believe,  that  the  Viscount  de  8a  da  Bandeira  is,  jpersooally,  really  well 
disposed  to  put  an  end  to  the  Slave  Trade  throughout  the  Portugese  dominions. 
His  Excellency  has  turned  his  attention  very  much  to  the  African  resources  of 
his  country,  and  he  appears  quite  sensible  that  so  long  as  the  Slave  Trade  exists 
no  extensive  amelioration  can  be  effected  in  the  condition  of  the  African  colonies 
of  Portugal ;  and  that  so  long  as  that  illicit  traffic  presents  to  the  capitalists  and 

f  amblers  the  temptation  of  the  increased  profits  to  oe  made  by  a  successful  Slave 
'rade  enterprise,  no  such  direction  can  be  given  to  the  floating  wealth  of  those 
possessions  as  can  turn  the  natural  advantages  of  those  countries  to  the  best 
account  in  industry  or  le^timate  commerce. 

This  good  feeling,  however,  of  the  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Bandeira  appears  to  be 
quite  neutralized  as  to  action. 

The  disposition  of  the  Portuguese  authorities  to  protect  slave  vessels  has  repeat- 
edly been  made  manifest  to  your  Lordship  by  their  proceedings,  and  particuiariy 
in  the  cases  of  the  "  Esperanga,'*  "  Diogenes/*  and  "  Latona.** 

It  is  only  through  the  activity  of  the  British  cruizers  and  agents^  that  any 
effectual  check  can  be  expected  to  be  imposed  on  the  abuse  of  tne  P<»rtugue8e 
flag.  But  to  bring  about  cordial  co-operation  with  Great  Britain  on  the  part  of 
the  Portuguese  Government,  even  as  far  as  mere  enactment  of  laws  or  mutual 
powers  to  be  granted  under  Treaty,  is,  I  fear,  only  to  be  effected  by  having 
recourse  to  such  alternative,  as  the  consequence  of  renisal,  as  may  counterbalanee 
the  apprehensions  which  have  for  so  long  rendered  each  successive  administration 
since  the  Revolution  of  September,  in  all  essential  acts,  subservient  to  the  Clubs. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


KJaTUGAL.  » 

No.  34. 
Fhccunt  PttknerHom  to  Lord  Howard  de  balden. 
My  Lord,  Foreign  Office ,  28th  February,  1838. 

With  reference  to  my  previous  correspondence  with  your  Lordship  oa  the 
fioibject  of  Portuguese  Slave  Trade,  I  foirward  nerewith  to  your  Lordship,  in  order 
to  support  your  commuuications  with  the  Pbrtuguese  Ministers  upon  tins  subject, 
the  accompanying  Copy  of  a  Despatch,  and  of  its  Enclosure,  from  Her  Majesty's 
Envoy  at  Kio  de  Janeiro,  eiving  the  names  of  10  Portuguese  vessels  whicn  bad 
waived  from  Africa  at  Rio  m  the  single  month  of  November,  1837,  and  a  Return  of 
the  cargoes  of  those  vessels,  amounting  to  4,498  slaves. 

T  bave  &c« 
(Signed;  '         PALMERSTON. 

Lord  Howard  de  Wtdden, 
^c.        Sfc.        Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  34. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  Dec.  18,  1837.' 

(See  No.  52.) 

No.  35- 
Ftscount  Pdlmerston  to  Lord  Howard  Se  Walden. 

My  Lord,  Foreijgn  Office,  3rd  March,  1838. 

I  UAVK  received  and  laid  before  Her  Majesty  youjr  Lordship's  Despatch 
marked  Slave  Trade  of  tibe  15th  ultimo;  and  I  have  to  desire  that  your 
Lordship  wiH  present  to  the  Portuguese  Minister  a  note,  of  which  I  send  here- 
ndth  to  you  a  draft,  urging  the  G^ernment  of  Her  Most  Faithful  Majes^  no 
hug/ex  to  delay  frilfilling  the  engagements  of  Portugal^  to  conclude  with  Great 
BrUain  a  Treaty*  having  foe  its  object  the  entire  suppression  of  Portuguese  Slave 
Trade. 

I  have  ^Lc 
(Signed)  \    '  PALMERSTON. 

Lord  Howard  de  Wdlden, 
£^        Sm^.        Sfc 

Endoanu-e  in  Not.  35. 
Draft  of  Note  to  he  presented  by  Lord  Howaird  de  Wakbsn. 

The  Undersipied  has  been  instructed  to  express  to  Baron  de  Sa  da  Bandeira  the 
deep  regret  and  the  extreme  £sappointment  of  the  British  Government,  that  the 
Government  of  Portugal  has  not  yet  assented  to  the  amended  Treaty  between  the' 
two  countries  for  the  suppression  of- the  Slave  Trade,  of  which  the  Undersigned 
had  the  honour  to  communicate  a  draft  to  the  Government  of  Her  Most  FaiUifol 
Majesty,  on  the  8th  of  September,  1834. 

This  draft  is  almost  a  transcript  from  that  of  the  Treaty  which  was  concluded 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  on  the  28th  of  June,  1835 ; — it  is  nearly  identical 
with  the  engagements  which  Holland  and  Sweden  have  contracted  with  Great  Britain, 
and  it  contains  all  the  stipulations,  which  experience  has  hitherto  shown  to  be  the 
best  calculated  to  accomplish  the  purpose  for  which  such  treaties  have  been  framed. 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  taking  into  their  consideration  the  repeated 
and  solemn  engagements  by  which  Portugal  has  bound  herself  towards  Great 
Britain  on  this  subject,  and  not  willing  to  suppose  that  the  Government  of 
Portugal  can  be  insensible  to  the  force  of  such  obligations,  or  to  the  necessity  that 
a  state  should  fulfil  its  promise,  when  it  has  pledged  its  faith,  can  only  account  for 
the  delay,  of  which  the  Undersigned  is  now  instructed  formally  to  complain,  by 
supposing  that  the  various  important  events,  which  for  some  time  past  have  rapidly 
succeeded  each  other  in  Portugal,  have  engrossed  too  exclusively  the  attention  of 
the  several  Administrations  which  have  been  charged  with  the  conduct  of  affairs, 
and  have  thus  interfered  with  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  to  which  this  note 
relates. 

The  British  Government  is  the  more  inclined  to  adopt  this  supposition,  because, 
so  long  ago  as  September  1836,  the  two  Governments  were  agreed  upon  every 
point  except  one  in  the  proposed  Treaty ;  and  because  that  one  point,  which  related 
to  a  limitation  in  the  number  of  domestic  servants  which  Portuguese  settlers  should 
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l>e  dHowed  to  carry  with  tbsm  fimn  the  Cootioent  pf^Aiidra  W  t£^  llslanaii^bflriKkt 
coast,  has  since*  that  time  heen  detennioed  by  thie  law  of  Jaauary  1S9T,  bihfe 
maimer  in  wliich  tke  British  GoiremiDent  were  desirous  it  ^Lould  be  settlM^ln  the"' 
Treaty."    -•'.■■■-•       :.,•.,..,.,  "  *  ^._''   '  '-    ^_  '        ■•    ^  =     ■^^''  . 

There  no  longer  remains^  therefore,  any  thing  to  be.  dfone  but  to  dindUde  ai<d' 
ratify  the  Treaty;  and'  the  Undersigned  mnst  again  express  the  mreibe  Hiti-  * 
appointmeiit  of  Her  Britaimic  Majesty 'n  Government;,  that  this  has  dot  yei  befen 
ai^complished.  '  .  ,   ...t^ 

But  the  Undersigned  is  aft  the  same  time  instructed  to  assure  the  Portuguese 
Government  tiiat,  however  this  matter  may,  amid,  the  affairs  of  high  domestic 
interest  ^vhich  have  ab6oril>ed  the  public  attention  in  Portugal,  have  appea(red  to  the 
Portuguese  Government  one. of  secondary  importance,  it  is  by  no  iheans  \ifew€!d  in 
that  light  by  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 

On  the  coiitrary,  the  Britiidh  Government  attach  to  this  question  the  most  deep 
and  paramount  Interest^  aad  consider  it  as  being  o^e,  the  satisfactory  settlement  of 
which  cannot  admit  of  any  fiirther  delay. 

The  preisent  state  of*  this  matter  is  honourable  neither  to  Great  Britain  nor  to 
Portugal.       •  ' 

It  is  not  honourable  to  Portugal,  because  Portuguese  subjects  are  daily  violaifog, 
in  the  most  open  manner,  the  Portuguese  law,  and  are  publicly  contravening 
tlie  treaty  engagements  of  the  Portuguese  Crown. 

It  is  not  honourable  to  Great  Britaiai  because  Great  Britain  is  passively  sub- 
mitting to  see  a  Foreign  Power  continue^  habitually  and  uninterruptedly,  ^o  violate 
kipulations  entered  into  with  Great  Britain,  and  for  which  Great  Britain  has  niade 
a  vast  pecuniary  sacrifice.  'This  state  of  things  must,  therefore,  necessarily  cease; 
and  the  only  terminMum  which  can  equally  satisfy  the  honour  of  both  parties,  is  thp 
(Conclusion  of  the  Treaty  above-mentioned. 

By  the  (Convention  of  the  22nd  January,  1815,  Portugal  bound  herself  to  abolish 
immediately  all  Portugese  Sitave  Trade,  on  any  part  of  the  Coast  of  Africa  tiorth  of 
the  Line ;  and  to  determine  subsequently,  by  a  separate  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
the  pieriod  at  which  the  Portuguese  Slave  Trade  should  finally,  generally,  and 
universally  cease. 

The  first  of  these  engagements  was  made  good,  the  second  has  not  yei  been 
fulfilled.  • 

But  in  return  fyc  iheM  stipulations,  Portugal  received  from  tjireat  Brkain 
600,00(V. ;  and  Great  Britain  is  entitled  to  demand  the  complete  fulfilment  of 
an  engagement,  the  final  execution  of  which  has  been  too  long  delayed,  a'nd  for 
which  Portugal  has  received  such  ample  compensation. 

If,  indeed,  Portugal  h^  kept  faith  with  Great  Britain  in  substance,  though  not 
according  to  the  eitact  letter  of  the  engagement.  Her  Majesty's  Govemmeiut  would 
hi^ve  been  less  urgent  upon  this  matter. 

If  Portugal,  though  she  has  not  concluded  the  second  treaty,  which  she  engaged 
to  make  With  Grreat  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  final  and  universal 
abolition  of  Portuguese  Slave  Trade,  had  yet,  by  the  stringepcy  of  her  own  la^s, 
and  by  her  vigour  m  carrying  those  laws  into  effect,  finally  and  universally  abolished 
her  slave  trade— if  no  Portuguese  subjects  were  now  engaged  in  that  ^uilhr  pursuit, 
and  if  the  Portuguese  Flag  was  never  sullied  by  being  used  as  a  cover  tor  this  crime, 
then  perhaps  the  British  Government  might  be  disposed  to  wait  the  convenience  of 
that  of  Portugal,  for  the  completion  of  a  treaty^  which  would  in  such  case  be  a 
formality,  necessary  indeed  as  an  act  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  Portugal,  but  not 
so  imperatively  required  as  it  now  is  by  Great  Britain,  for  the  attainment  of  the 
objects  for  which  she  paid  to  Portugal  600,000/. 

But  the  existing  state  of  things  is  unfoitunately  far  different. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  Portugal  has  published  a  law,  which  was  pro- 
mulcted  on  the  10th  December,  1836,  and  which  declared  the  Portuguese  Slave 
Trade  to  be  from  that  time  finally  and  universally  abolished.  It  is  undoubtedly 
true,  that  this  law  attaches  severe  penalties  to  the  offieiice«  and  provides  for  the 
manner  in  which  offenders  are  to  be  brought  to  Justice ;  but  it  is  equally  true, 
that  up  to  the  present  day  that  law  has  remained  a  dead  letter — ^that  under  its 
provisions  no  slave-trader  has  ever  been  punished,  and  no  slave-ship  has  ever 
been  condemned  and  broken  up.  But  what  has  been  the  reason  of  this?  is  it 
that  the  law  has  been  fully  obeyed,  and  that  deference  to  its  injunctions  has 
prevented  the  necessity  of  an  enforcement  of  its  penalties? — ^has  the  Portuguese 
Slave  Trade  ceased,  and  has  the  Decree  slumbered,  for  want  of  objects  on  which  to 
exert  its  severity?  The  fact  is  most  notoriously  the  reverse.  Portuguese  Slave 
Trade  has  gone  on  imchecked  by  the  law  of  December,  1836 — ^has  continued  to 
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inglsefM^  14  ,e)cte«i1^-|^n4  ^^  .9^KP^  ^^  witbout  any  attempt  at  concealment,  under 
Hu^iyerj  q^es  of.  those  :PortugueteAM:%tiiritie8  idboos  du^itisio  enforce  ;tbe.lMr., 
Ap4  iiot  Q^y  do  Portuguese  sbips  and  subjects  openly  pursue  this  disgraceim 
trade/ but  the  Portuguese  Flag  is  lent,  with  the  connivance  of  Portuguese 
Ap^liontiaou  to  serye  as  a  protection  for  all  the  miscreants  of  every  other  nation  in 
the  world,  who  m^y  choose  to  engage  in  such  base  pursuits. 

The  Coast  of  Africa  swarms  with  Portuguese  vessels,  waiting  to  receive  in  their 
holds  the  victims  of  violence  and  crime  ;  dud  the  Atlantic  is  covered  with  pirates^ 
who  have  hithei:to  found  impunity  under  the  shelter  of  the  Colours  of  Portugal, 
^This  is  an  evil  of  so  flagrant  a  nature — so  afllicting  to  humanity — so  disgraceful 
to  the  Christian  world — so  dishonourable  to  G^eat  Britain,  who  has  the  right  and 
the  power  to  put  an  end  to  It — ^that  the  Undersigned  is  instructed  to  declare 
frankly  to  the  Portuguese  Government,  that  the  time  is  come  when  this  state  of 
things  must  cease. 

;  The  British  Oovemment  is  prepared  to  contend,  that  under  the  stipulation3  of 
the  Treaties  subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  Portu|;al»  Great  Britain  would 
be  justified  in  taking  this  ma,tter  into  her  own  hands,  and  m  seeking  redress  by  her 
own  means :  for  tlie  Portuguese  Slave  Trade  is  at  present  carried  on  in  absolute 
violation  of  those  Treaties ;  and  the  provisions  of  those  Treaties  now  leave  Great 
Britain  fr^  to  deal  with  Portuguese  Slave  Trade,  in  such  manner  as  to  Her  may 
seem  fit. 

The  main  ^nd  declared  object  of  the  Conventions  rf  1315  and  1817  was,  that 
the  two  Powers  should  put  down  the  illicit  Slave  Trade  of  Portugal ;  and  the  two 
Powers  declared  in  the  latter  Treaty,  that  they  considered  as  illicit,  any  traffic  iif 
slaves  carried  on  by  Portuguese  vessels,  bound  far  any  port  not  in  ihe  dominioii^  of 
Vortngal.  But  all  slave-traders  which  now  sail  from  Afirica  under  the  Portuguese 
Flag  are  bound  for  some  port  not  in  the  domnions  of  Portugal,  and  therefore  they 
carry  on. a  trade  declared  by  treaty  to  be  illicit.  The  4th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
J  815,  moreover,  declares  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  subjects  of  Portugal  to 
purchase  or  trade  in  slaves,  except  for  the  purpose  of  swoplying  the  transaSantie 
ffossefdonif  belonging  to  the  Cromi  of  Portugal ;  ana  Portugal  has  for  many 
years  ceased  to  have  any  transatlantic  possessions  at  all.  The  Slave  Trade  is^ 
therefore,  no  longer  permitted  by  these  Treaties  to  be  carried  on  by  the  subjects  q(, 
Portugal. 

.  Mioreover,  Portugal  has,  by  her  own  law,  prohibited  all  her  subjects  from  engaging 
in,,  or  from  being  concerned  in»  Slave  Trade ;  and  Slave  Trade  is  therefore  no 
longer  permitted  to  be  carried  on  by  the  laws  of  Portugal. 

But  by  the  2nd  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1815,  Great  Britain  engaged  to  abstain 
only  for  a  definite  time  fi-onl  interrupting  the  Slave  Trade  of  Portugal ;  and  the 
time  during  which  Great  Britain  so  bound  hersdif  to  abstain  was  ''  during  such 
neriod  as  the  Portuguese  Slave  Trade  might  be  permitted  to  be  carried  on  by  the 
laws  of  Portugal^  and  under  the  Treaties  subsisting  between  the  two  Crowns.'* 

But  the  Undersigned  has  shown  that  this  period  has  expired,  and  that  the  Slave 
.Trade  is  now  not  permitted  to  be  carried  on,  by  the  subjects  or  under  the  Flag  of 
Portugal,  either  by  the  laws  of  Portugal,  or  under  the  Treaties  subsisting  between 
the  two  Crowns ;  and  Great  Britain  is,  therefore,  according  to  the  Treaty  of  1815, 
released  from  the  temporary  engagement  which  she  took,  not  to  interrupt  the  Slave 
Trade  carried  on  by  the  ships  and  subject  of  Portugal. 

But  the  Undersigned  is  instructed  to  say,  that  the  British  Government  is 
convinced,  that  when  the  Cabinet  of  Lisbon  comes  to  reflect  upon  the  binding 
nature  and  the  comprehensive  scope  of  the  engagements  which  Portugal  has  con- 
tracted, and  when  that  Cabinet  contemplates  the  enormity  of  the  evu  which  has 
arisen  out  of  the  delay  that  has  occurred  in  the  fulfilment  of  those  engagements, 
Portugal  will  no  longer  hesitate  to  conclude  forthwith  those  arrangements,  which 
are  alme  demanded  by  a  just  regard  to  the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  a  proper 
consideration  for  the  honour  of  Portugal  herself, 


No.  36. 

Lord  Howard  de  fVdlden  to  Viscount  Palmerston.^^(Received  March  7.) 

(Extract)  Lisbon,  February  25,  1838. 

I  HAyE  had  a  long  conversation  with  the  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Bandeira,  rela- 
tive to  the  Treaty  for  the  total  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  called  for  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  in  virtue  of  engagements  of  the  Crown  of  Portugal,  the  conclu- 
sion of  which  was  arrested  by  the  Revolution  of  September. 
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His  Excellency  declared  tis  detenmnaction  at  mce  speedy  to  scitde  tiw 
queistion;  expressing  bis  confidence  that  in  the  counter  project  he  shouM  hare  to 
make,  no  serious  objection  would  be  entertained  by  Great  Britain.  The  oli^ect  he 
professed  to  have  in  view  was  to  humour  public  opinion. 

The  outline  of  his  proposed  amendments,  was, — 

1st. — To  limit  the  rignt  of  search,  to  be  conceded  to  British  v^eseels  of  war,  to 
100  milep  from  the  coast  on  one  hand,  butto  extend  it  to  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa 
on  the  other. 

2nd. — Not  to  allow  the  right  of  searcb  under  a  Portuguese  Fortress. 

3rd. — ^To  allow  of  the  extended  jurisdiction  of  a  Mixed  Commission  onfyfor  seven 
years,  and  then  only  on  condition  of  Great  Britain  surrendering  the  right  of  search, 
already  secured  for  fourteen  under  Treaty,  north  of  the  line,  for  half  that  term. 

In  reasoning  with  His  Excellency  on  the  objections  in  principle  and  practice  ta 
these  restrictions,  I  urged  him  to  proceed  at  once,  without  loss  of  time,  to  make  me 
his  counter  proposition  officially.  He  replied  that  he  would  do  so,  so  soon  as  lie 
had  settled  a  Ireaty  with  Spain  for  the  Navigation  of  the  Douro,  the  n^o^tion 
of  which  occupied  his  whole  time.  I  urged  him  to  consider  how  much  more  impor- 
tant for  the  honour  and  interest  of  Portugal,  it  was  to  settle  the  Slave  Trade  Trea^ 
I  enjoined  him  to  reflect,  that  he  was  called  upon  by  Great  Britain  only  to  fiilnl 
engagements  already  contracted  by  the  Crown  ot  Portugal ;  that  he  must  have  seen 
what  had  passed  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  subject  of  Slave  Trade,  as  carried  on 
under  the  Portuguese  flag ;  that  this  language  would  find  its  echo  in  the  Hbuse  of 
Commons,  and  that  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  at  a  resolution  being  passed  by 
the  House,  to  the  eflect  that  the  Government  were  called  upon  to  act  upon  the 

P^irit  of  existing  Treaties,  and  to  enforce  their  observance  by  not  allowing  the 
ortuguese  flag  to  be  a  cover  to  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  then  remarked,  that  the  difficulties  he  raised  about  the  Mixed  Commissions  on 
principle,  could  not  be  admitted  ;  that  I  could  not  understand  why  the  principle 
already  established  by  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Great  Britain,  should  now  become 
objectionable  to  this  countiy ;  that  it  was  evident,  after  the  experience  we  had  had 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Portuguese  authorities  evenrwhere  with  regard  to  the  Slave 
Trade,  and  even  in  Lisbon,  as  exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  "  Latona^  now 
('*  Majttme**)  that  no  due  execution  of  the  law  enacting  penalties  against  the 
Slave  Trade,  was  to  be  expected,  if  entrusted  solely  to  Portuguese  Tribunals. 

The  Viscount  r^oined  that  he  should  propose,  that  only  on  giving  12  months 
notice,  the  Mixed  Uommissions  should  cease  after  7  years  ;  that  that  would  serve 
his  purpose,  and  that  it  was  not  directly  contemplated,  nor  would  it  follow  tha^ 
because  the  mere  right  then  to  suspend  them  should  be  conceded,  such  right  would 
necessarily  be  acted  upon. 

His  Excellency  then  again  declared  his  intention  to  enter  into  the  subject  wiA- 
out  loss  of  time. 


No.  37. 
Lord  Howard  de  ff^cdden  to  Viscount  Palmersto^u — (Received  Masrck  20). 

My  Lord,  Lisbon,  March  8,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  *'  portaria^ 
addressed  by  the  Viscount  de  Sa  da  Bandeira  to  His  Excellency  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  in  communicating  to  him  a  circular,  which  had  been  addressed  by  him  to 
the  Portuguese  Consuls  in  the  Brazils,  in  which  His  Excellency  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  as  well  as  the  Portuguese  agents  in  question,  are  called  upon  rigorously 
to  enforce  the  laws  of  December  10,  1836,  and  January  16,  1837,  abolishing  toe 
Slave  Trade  in  the  Portuguese  dominions,  and  prohibiting  the  abuse  of  the  na- 
tional flag,  in  contravention  of  Treaties  existing  between  the  Crowns  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Portugal. 

I  have   ife.A, 
(Signed;  HOWARD  DE  WALDEN. 

The  Might  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc,  Sfc. 
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EnckBuiekNo.  37. 

Str^ior  de  Sada  Bandeira  to  Baron  Boa^fittL 

Jl^Mt  *wLvtnLmvB  A9D  -EXCBfiUBirT  81B,  FoTtiffn  1[)€pafimewi,  Mmrth  2ad»  i8$8. 

Vffis  AHminielraiion  having  %eeii  apprised,  liy  infintttstion  Teoeiv«d  from  the  Hanana,  of  the 
arrival  at  the  island  of  Cuba,  in  the  coune^dT  kat  year^  «f  aipreat  niunlier  «f  Tesaela  in  haUast  \m4ta 
P«rti]gii€8e  <fl«^,  osmingiroin  the  Portugueee  dooadnioiis  in  Africa,  and  partieularly  from  St.  Thomas 
'-and  I^inaes  Islands,  and  Government  1>eing^  informed,  from  accounts  received^  of  the  vessels  lately 
condemned  at  Sierra  Leone,  which  against  the  stipulations  of  Treaties  concluded  between  this  Crown 
mid  that  of  threat  Britani,  bad  scamdaloimly  abused  ihe  i^rtugiiete  Sa|^  In  wder  to  flhekar  liie  infaoiaMs 
traffic  in  slaves,  when  this  traffic  is  entirely  prohibited  by  the  Decree  of  the  lOth  Deoember,  ld&^, 
wiule  the  jmcchase  and  use  of  the  Portii^ueae  flag  ^y  foreign  vessels  was  also  prohibited  by  the 
decree  of  January  16th,  1837,  steamers  only  except^ ;  such  vessels  only  to  be  con»idered  Portuguese, 
as  had  been  navigated  under  the  Portuguese  flag  up  to  the  date  of  ^e  lost  ]>eeree,  or  should  be  in 
^f1Ilare  built  in  Portugal  orlier  Dominiona.  Ibave'the  bonoor  to  tequflat  v«uf  Excellency  (now  that 
the  (Governor  appointed  to  the  above  menliaiied  island  ia  i^nut  to  >clepart$  will  apprize  him  of  t^e 
criminal  infractions  of  the  said  Decrees,  so  often  committed  in  those  places,  recommending. him  under 
his  immediate  responsibility,  the  strictest  observance  and  execution  of  those  Decrees,  in  the  certainty 
"that  the  least  fault  nn  his  part  with  regrard  to  them  will  not  be  overlooked  by  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency,  on  this  ioocastan,  the  Copy  of  a  Cinsalari 
Mvhaoh  I  fattve-addienadfon  the  suljact  to  the  Portuguese  Consuls  in  4he  Brazils  under  this  day's  date. 

May  God  preserve  you  many  years, 

(Signed)  SA  DA  BANDEIRA. 

(Ciraalar.) 

There  imving  arisen  some  doubts  in  the  Consulate-^xeneral  of  Portugal  in  Bio  Janeiro, 
concerning  the  execulion  of  the  Doovee  of  the  loyn  Deoember,  1886,  with  respect  to  the  abolitiou  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  it  was  declared  on  the  12th  ultimo  to  the  said  Consul- General,  that  the  law  imposed 
no  other  duty  on  him  but  that  t>f  preventing  with  all  bis  powers  that  traffic,  afibrding  his  assistance  to 
the  Biazilian  Tribunals,  as  long  as  those  Tribunals  did  not  act  illegally,  siuce  the  same  traffic  is 
likewise  prohibited  by  law  in  the  Brazils,  and  in  such  case  he  (the  Consul)  being  bound  to  protect  the 
law,  for  which  he  stands  in  need  of  no  instructions,  which  are  found  in  the  elementary  principles  of 
his  office;  that  nations  in  general  having  always  had  in  view  the- progress  of  naval  construction,  do 
not  tolerate  the  naturalization  of  foreign  vessels ;  which  principle,  having  also  been  adopted  by  the 
modern  Portugruese  Legislature,  the  exact  observance  of  the  Circular  of  the  1st  of  March,  1837,  is 
therefore  a^ain  recommended  to  him,  that  due  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  Decree  of  the 
1st  of  January  of  the  same  year,  by  which  both  ^le  purdiase  and  use  of  the  Portuguese  flag  by 
foreign  vessels  was  prohibited,  steamers  only  excepted ;  those  vessels  which  until  the  date  of  the 
same  Decree,  should  have  been  navigated  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  or  afterwards  built  in  Portugal, 
and  her  dominions,  only  to  be  considered  Portuguese :  bis  duty  bdng  that  of  preventing  pn  all  occasions, 
that  this  abominable  traffic  of  slaves  be  cwrriad  on  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  giving  his  most 
particular  instructions  to  this  effect,  to  the  Consular  Agents  under  him,  and  superseding  any  of  them 
who  might  shew  any  favour  to  that  Trade,  giving  regular  notice  at  the  same  time  through  the  Depart- 
ment, of  what  might  have  occurred  on  the  subject ;  and  lastly,  he  having  been  warned  in  the  name  of 
the  Queen,  that  Her  August  Majesty  is  determined  to  dismiss  from  their  Office,  either  himself  or  any 
other  Consular  Agent,  so  soon  as  it  shall  be  made  known  to  her,  that  they  do  not  exert  their  utmost 
endeavours,  in  preventing  the  Slave  Trade  being  carried  on  in  the  Portuguese  Dominions,  and  in 
TBiwrls  wider  P^Nrtiigueae  cokmrs;  or  that  they  do  not  strictly  fulfil  the  duties  imposed  upon  them, 
and  the  orders  imparted  to  them,  all  of  which  I  now  make  known  to  you  for  your  information,  and  to 
be  executed  on  your  part. 

(Signed)  SA  DA  BANDEIRA. 

Palace  of  Necessidadesy  2ndofMarchy  18S8. 


No.  38. 

VUeaunt  Pabnettton  to  Lord  Hawn^rd  de  TValden. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  March  24,  1838. 

It  is  painful  to  Her  Majesty's  Goviernment  to  find,  in  almost  every  account 
which  they  have  recently  received  relative  to  the  Slave  Trade,  statements  of  the  in- 
crease of  mat  Traffic  under  the  flag  of  Portugal. 

The  accompanying  copy  of  the  report  which  has  been  sent  in  by  Her  Majesty's 
Commissioners  at  the  Havana,  of  the  Slave  Trade  at  that  place  durmg  the  year 
1837,  shows  this  increase  in  a  very  strong  light,  so  far  as  regards  the  Slave  Trade 
at  the  Havana. 

In  the  year  1836,  33  vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  various  nations,  left  the  Havana 
for  Africa,  and  only  6  of  these  sailed  under  the  Portuguese  flag. 

In  the  year  1837,  the  number  of  vessels  of  all  nations  whi«M  left  the  Havana  for 
the  same  destination,  was  72,  being  34  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these 
72  vessels,  40  were  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  being  34  more  than  sailed  under 
that  flag  in  the  previous  year,  and  it  thus  appears  that  while  the  Slave  Trade  under 
other  flags  had  remained  as  it  was,  the  Trade  under  the  Flag  of  Portugal  had  in- 
creased  to  eight  times  the  amount  which  it  had  reached  in  the  preceding  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


32  PORTUGAL- 

In  the  tiame  year  51  vessels  arrived  from  Africa  at  the  Havana,  and  all  but  3, 
bore  the  Flag  of  Portugal. 

The  last  reports  from  Sierra  Leone,  of  which  I  send  you  beirewhfa  extracts, 
bring  intelligence,  that  every  vessel,  which  had  recently  be«i  seized  and  carried  for 
adjudication  to  Sierra  Leone,  bore  the  Portuguese  flag. 

The  ''  lAgeira,''  which  was  one  of  these  vessels,  was  only  of  7B  tons  burthen, 
and  had  on  board  313  slaves,  besides  her  crew  of  25  officers  and  men.  The  vessel 
was  crowded  nearly  to  suffocation ;  22  of  the  slaves  died,  and  55  others  sufiered  se* 
Verely  in  consequence. 

The  last  report  ftom  Rio  de  Janeiro,  of  which  I  send  you  herewith  &  copy, 
states,  that  in  the  year  1837,  92  vessels  laden  with  slaves,  had  landed  their  carsoes 
in  or  near  Rio ;  tliat  every  one  of  those  vessels  bore  the  Portuguese  flag ;  and  viat^ 
from  these  vessels,  upwanls  of  41,600  slaves  were  landed  in  dtbsM. 

In  face  of  these  facts,  the  laws  and  decrees  of  Portugal,  enacted  and  repeated 
against  the  continuance  of  Slave  Trade  under  the  flag  of  that  country,  are  a  mere 
vmockery ;  and  nothing  will  wipe  away  the  disgrace  which  these  fiicts  affix  ta  the 
•character  of  Portugal,  but  the  immediate  conclusion  of  a  Treaty  betw^n  Pwtagal 
and  Great  Britain  which  shall  give  to  the  British  cruizers  full  powers  to  put 
down  the  Trade. 

Your  Lordship  will  take  an  opportunity  of  making  known  to  the  Pcxtugueae 
^Government  the  facts  contained  in  the  enclosures  to  this  Despatch,  and  of  express- 
ing the  sentiments  of  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  upon  this  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

The  Lord  Howard  de  fTalden, 
Sfc.  %.        , 


Enclosures  in  No.  38. 

Havana  Commi$9umert,  January  1, 1888. 

Sierra  Lecm  Commisnoners^  Dec.  16<A,  1837. 

Sierra  Leone  CommsrionerSf  —   28        — 

Sierra  Leone  Ccmmitsumers^  —   29        — 

(See  Class  A.  of  this  Series.     Nos.  48,  15,  16,  and  17.) 

Mr.  Gordon,  19th  January,  1888. 

(See  No.  56.) 


No.  39. 
Viscount  Pcdmerstan  to  Lord  Howard  de  TValden. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  March  2^th,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  your  Lordship  an  amended  draft  of  a  Treaty,  to  be 
concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  for  the  final  and  complete  sup- 
pression of  Portuguese  Slave  Trade.  This  draft  contains  those  stipulations  which 
were  embodied  in  the  draft  sent  out  to  you  on  the  8th  September,  1834,  and  sub- 
mitted by  you  to  the  Portuguese  Government  in  the  month  of  October  of  that  year. 
It  contains,  also,  the  alterations  which,  at  the  request  of  the  Portuguese  Crovem- 
ment,  you  were  authorised  by  my  Despatch  of  the  25th  November,  1835,  to  insert 
in  the  original  draft ;  and  it  includes  two  Articles,  to  the  effect  of  those  two  stipula- 
tions which  were  consented  to  by  my  Despatch  of  the  25th  of  April,  1836,  in 
order  to  obviate  the  remaining  objections  of  the  Portuguese  Government  to  the 
Treaty  as  it  stood  after  the  admissions  of  the  25th  of  November,  1835. 

A  few  additional  words  have  been  inserted  in  Article  1  of  annex  A. 

The  title  of  annex  B  has  been  altered,  and  a  few  additional  woi-ds  have  been 
inserted  in  Article  6,  of  annex  B,  and  in  Article  2  of  annex  C. 

These  insertions  and  alterations  have  been  made  in  oi-der  to  carry  into  effect  the 
stipulation  which  was  agreed  upon  between  yourself  and  the  Portuguese  Minister 
for  the  adjudication  of  Portuguese  cases  at  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Some  words  have  been 
altered,  and  some  have  been  added  to  Article  11,  in  order  to  render  that  Artide, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  whole  treaty,  more  conducive  to  the 
purpose  of  preventing  as  well  as  of  punishing  attempts  at  Slav^  Trade.  The  other 
alterations  which  will  appear  in  the  draft  which  I  now  send  to  you,  as  compared 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL.  33 

with  the  draft  which  is  ahready  in  your  poBsessioD,  need  no  particular  notice. 
They  are  generally  verbal,  and  the  object  in  making  them  was  to  render  the 
Treaty  clear  and  explicit* 

The  Treaty>  in  the  shape  in  which  I  now  send  it  to  you,  involves  no  principle, 
and  contains  no  stipulation  which  has  not  already  been  agreed  to  by  the  Portuguese 
Government,  in  negotiation  with  your  Lordship ;  and  I  send  to  you  a  draft  of  it  in 
this  amended  form,  that  your  Lordship  may  present  it  at  once  to  the  Government 
erf  Her  most  FaidiM  Majesty,  as  a  Treaty  which,  word  for  word,  as  it  now  stands, 
they  may  conclude  and  sign, 

I  have  to  convey  to  you  Her  Majesty's  commands  that  you  take  the  earliest 
opportunity,  after  tne  receipt  oi  this  Despatch,  tQ  request  an  interview  on  the  subject 
with  the  Fortuffuese  Minister. 

You  will  tell  him,  that  this  Treaty  will  be  received  by  Her  Majesty^s  Govern- 
ment as  the  best  pl^e  of  the  wish  of  the  Government  of  Her  most  Faithful 
Majesty  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment ;  and 
you  will  urge  him  on  that  ground,  as  well  as  in  fulfilment  of  the  existing  engage- 
ments of  Portugal,  to  perform  this  act  of  humanity  and  justice. 

I  have,  &e. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Lord  Hoyoard  de  fFalden. 
SfC.        Sfc.        8fc. 


• '  -^    '^    '  No.  40.  _ 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  fFalden. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  April  9th,  183&. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  with  reference  to  your 
communications  with  the  Portuguese  Government  upon  Slave  Trade,  the  copy  of  a 
Despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  giving  an  account 
of  the  intercourse  between  that  port  and  the  coast  of  Africa  in  the  month  of 
December,  1837. 

I  have,  &c. 
Lord  Howard  de  TFalden.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Ac.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  40. 


His  Mtyesly^s  Commissioners  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  Lord  Palmerston, 
December  31st,  1887. 
(See  Class  A.  of  this  Series,  No.  63.) 


No.  41. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  fValden. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  April  Hth,  1838. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  to  your  Lordship,  marked  Slave  Trade 
of  the  24th  of  March,  1838,  enclosing  an  amended  draft  of  a  Treaty  upon  Slave 
Trade,  to  be  proposed  to  the  Government  of  Her  most  Faithful  Majesty,  I  have 
to  observe  to  you  that  it  will  be  advisable  that,  at  the  conclusion  of  article  3,  as  it 
stands  in  that  draft,  the  following  words  should  be  added,  "and  by  which  Slave 
Trade  is  declared  to  be  piracy."  I  send  to  you  a  draft  of  the  Article,  containing  the 
words  now  proposed  to  be  added  to  it. 

You  will  propose  to  the  Portuguese  Minister,  that  this  version  of  Article  3  shall 
be  substituted  for  that  version  of  it,  which  was  contained  in  the  draft  of  a  Treaty 
sent  to  you  with  my  Despatch  of  the  24th  of  March,  1838. 

I  have,  &c. 
Lord  Howard  de  TValden.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc:       8fc.       Sfc. 
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No.  42. 
Plscount  Palmer  Stan  to  Lord  Howard  de  TFdderk. 
Utl^KD,  Fweignq0lM,April9lA,lSS8. 

Her  Mwesty's  Government  are  desirous  of  learning  dcfimtirely,  and 
wiihoot  further  delay,  wbether  the  Portuguese  Government  do  or  do  not  intend  to 
make^  good  the  engagements  into  which  Porti^  ha5  entered  towards  Great 
Britain,  with  respect  to  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  by  concludiflg^AeThwtty, 
of  which  I  sent  a  draft  to  your  Lordship,  with  my  I)espatch  of  flie  24t!i  of 
March,  1838.  ^ 

I  have,  therefore,  received  Her  Majesty's  commands  to  desire,  that,  before  yoor 
Lordship  quits  Lisbon  on  your  leave  of  absence,  you  will  dbtain  from  Ae  Pteto- 
guese  Government  a  distinct  and  formal  deckration,  whether  they  wiD,  or  will  not, 
conclude  that  Treaty. 

I  have,  %c. 
(Signed)  PALMBRSTON. 

Lord  Howard  de  WaXden. 
8fc.        Sfc.        Sfe. 


No.  43. 

f^iscount  Palmerston  to  Lord  Howard  de  JVaiden. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  Jpril  30, 1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  Communicati<Hi8  recently 
received  firom  Her  Mi^sty's  mission  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  showing  the  extait 
of  Portuguese  Slave  Trade  at  and  near  that  place ;  and  containing  a  statement  of 
the  open  protection  afforded  to  that  traffic  by  the  Governor  of  An^>la;  and  I  have 
to  instruct  your  Lordship's  to  present  to  tl^  Portuguese  Govermnent  the  note,  of 
which  I  send  to  you  a  draft] 

I  am,  &c. 
Lord  Howard  de  Waldm.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

^c.         Sfc.        8fc. 


Enclosures  in  "No.  43. 

Mr,  Hamilton  to  Vitcount  Patmerston. 
November  28,  1837. 

Mr.  Gordon  to  Viscount  Pmlmerston, 

January  19, 1838. 

(See  Nos,  46  and  57.) 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  43. 

The  Undersigned*  fte*,  has  receiYed  directions  from  Her  Mi^iasty's  Govemment  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Govemment  of  Her  Most  Faithful  Majesty  to  the  accounts  recently  received  by  the 
Britkh  Govemment  of  the  extent  to  which  the  Slave  Trade  is  carried  on  from  the  colony  of  Angc^ 

It  appears  that  in  the  four  months  of  September,  October,  November,  and  December,  in  the  year 
1887,  the  following  slave  vessels,  sailing  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  and  all  of  them  from  Angola, 
imported  slaves  into  South  America,  viz. : — 

In  September, — 

The  ^'  Margarita'^  landed  334  slaves  at  Mangaratiba. 

lo  October, — 

The  "  Florida  d' Africa*'  landed  327  slaves  at  Parangua. 
*'Tacuhf/'*  814  Mangaratiba. 

**  Flor  de  Rio''  {Zan)        314  Campos. 

**  Assercekra"  487  St.  Sebostiais. 

In  Noverober,r- 

The  *'  Don  Manuel  de  PortugaP*  landed  476  slaves  at  Inarica* 

"  Terceira*'  334  Jaimandoa. 

•*  Diligente**  312  Jaimandoa. 

« Antonio'*  517  Taip(L 

"  Nympha'  352  Taipii. 

"  Circonio"  477  St.  Sebastian. 

^^Argirona**           '  836  Alto  Moirko. 

•*  Dous  de  Fevereiro**  538  Ponte  Negra. 
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In  December,— 

The  '<  Virtude**  lauded  613  slaves  at  Ponte  Negra. 

''  IdberaT*  848  St.  SebasUan. 

*^Esperanca  882  Alto  Moirao. 

**  Dous  de  AvriP'   283  Copa  Cabrana. 

**  Josejina*^  300  Tamandua. 

**RioJua''  804  St.  Sebastians. 

*^Mana  Segunda*'  578  Campos. 

''  Velox''  682  Sepetiba. 

It  thus  appears  that  in  the  three  months  of  October,  November,  and  December,  last  year,  8219 
slaves  were  actually  landed  in  the  Brazils  from  ships  sailing  under  the  Portuguese  flag. 

By  recent  advices  received  from  Angola  itself  it  appears  that  the  Portuguese  officer  who,  since  the 
date  of  Her  Most  Faithful  Majesty's  Decree  of  December,  1836,  against  Slave  Trade,  has  been 
appointed  Gkyvemor  at  Angola,  has  established  an  impoat  or  fee  of  700,000  reis,  to  be  paid  to  him 
for  every  vessel  which  embarks  slaves  from  thenee  ;  it  being  understood  that,  upon  payment  of  the 
abovementioned  sum,  no  impediment  to  the  illicit  traffic  shall  be  interposed  by  the  Governor*  nor  any 
further  risk  be  ineumd  by  the  penont  engaged  in  the  Trade. 

Moreover,  it  appears,  that  the  Governor  has  lately  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  orders  of  hii 
StffweigBt  if  poamle,  ttiU  more  cfiiect  and  flagrant,  by  sending  from  Angola,  for  his  own  account,  a 
riiipmeBt  df  stevttt  60  in  number,  whidi  ht  lus  consigned  to  a  notorious  slave  dealer  of  the  name  ot 
Vincente  at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Vht  Unders^ed  has,  in  this  statement  of  facts,  confined  himself  to  the  proofs  which  have  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  Her  Majesty's  Oovemmenl,  as  to  the  l^ve  Trede  carried  on  from  te  Bingld- 
settlement  cf  Angola ;  and  he  is  instructed  to  request  the  Portognese  Govamment  to  institute  die 
most  severe  inqniries  into  the  transactions  in  question;  the  British  Government  not  doubting  thaU 
if  the  aHeged  facts  shall  be  verified,  the  officer  now  administering  the  Government  of  Angolit  will 
forthwith  be  dismissed  from  his  post. 

But  the  Portuguese  Government  must  be  well  aware,  that  these  flagrant  violations  of  the  Treaties  on 
Slave  Trade,  by  subjects  of  Her  Faithful  Majesty  at  Angola,  form  but  a  small  portion  of  the  ofiencea 
of  this  Idnd  constantly  committed  by  Portuguese  subjects,  both  in  and  out  of^  authority,  in  various 
parts  of  the  dominions  of  Portugal ;  and  the  Undersigned  is  instructed  to  express  the  just  eiq[>ectaiioa 
of  the  British  Government,  that  the  Government  of  Portugal  will,  in  pursuance  of  its  Treaty  engage^ 
ments,  punish  and  prevent  such  violations  of  the  laws  wldch  have  been  enacted  in  Portugal  against 
the  trade  in  slaves. 
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PORTUGAL-     {Consular.) 


No.  44. 

Mr.  Egan  to  Viscount  Palmerston.— (Received  March  20, 1838.) 

British  Consulate,  Cape  de  Verde  IsIanA^ 
My  Lord,  ViHa  de  Praya,  27th  November,  1887, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  Letter  whidi 
I  addressed  to  Lieutenant  Rosenberg,  commander  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Forester," 
respecting  a  large  Spanish  brig,  called  the  "  Imprendedor,""  that  was  at  anchor  in 
this  Bay  on  the  day  of  our  arrival,  and  ostensibly  cleared  out  that  evening  for 
Cadiz,  although  destined  for  the  African  Coast. 

T  nav6  &rc 

(Signed)  JOS.  EGAN, 

The  Right  Han.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No,  44. 

Mr.  Egan  to  Lieut,  Rosenberg. 

iSiR,  British  Consulatey  Cape  Verde  Islands,  Nov.  27th,  1887. 

I  HAVE  received  such  information  as  leads  me  to  conclude  that  the  Spanish  brig  '*  Inmrenr 
dador^^  that  was  anchored  in  this  Bay,  and  sailed  shortly  afler  our  arrival,  is  destined  for  the  Oaflinas, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  a  cai^o  of  slaves,  *a1though  ostensibly  cleared  out  for  Cadiz. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  this  communication,  as  yqu  are  so  immediately  to  follow  her  to  the  Coast 
of  Africa. 

I  have,  &c. 
Lieut.  Rosenberg,  Her  Majesty's  Schooner  "  Forester/*  (Signed)  JOS.  EGAN. 


No.  45. 

Mr.  Smith  to  Vtscount  Palmerston. — (Received  March  QOth,  1838). 

My  Lord,  British  Consulate,  Lisbon,  13th  March,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  Lordship's  information, 
tlie  Diario  do  Governo  of  the  6th  instant,  together  with  a  translation  of  a 
Despatch  frorti  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  request- 
ing him  to  inform  the  Governor,  now  about  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands, 
of  the  frequent  criminal  infractions  there  committed,  of  the  decrees  of  the  10th 
December,  1836,  and  16th  January,  1837,  and  to  enjoin  upon  him  the  strictest 
observance  of  those  decrees,  with  an  assurance  that  no  neglect  on  his  part,  in  that 
respect,  will  be  overlooked. 

1  have  also  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  a  translation  of  the  endo- 
Bure  to  which  the  above  Despatch  refers,  being  a  Circular,  addressed  to  the  Portu- 
guese Consuls  in  the  ports  of  the  Brazils,  wherein  they  are  directed  to  use  eveiy 
exertion  to  prevent  the  Slave  Trade  from  being  carried  on  in  the  Portuguese  domi- 
nions, or  in  vessels  under  the  Portugjuese  flag ;  for  the  better  effecting  of  which, 
they  are  instructed  to  inquire  strictly  into  the  nationality  of  all  vessds  entering 
their  respective  ports  under  Portuguese  colours. 

I  have  &c« 
(Signed)     '      WILUAM  SMITH. 

The  JUght  Hm.  Fiseount  Paimerston,  G.C.B. 
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EncloBure  in  No.  45. 

(Translation.)  M.Sada  Bandeira  io  the  Baron  de  Bomfim. 

Foreign  Office,  2nd  March^  1838. 
Information  having  reached  this  Office  from  Havana,  thai  a  great  number  of  vessels  in 
ballast,  and  wearing  Portuguese  colours,  arrived  during  last  year  at  the  Island  of  Cuba,  from  the 
Portuguese  dommions  in  Africa,  and  particulariy  from  the  Islands  of  Principe  and  St.  Thomas ;  and 
the  Government  having  been  informed,  by  communications  receited  respecting  the  vessels  lately 
condemned  at  Sierra  Leone,  that,  contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  Treaties  cpncluded  between  this 
Crown  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  a  scandalous  abuse  lias  been  made  of  the  Portuguese  flag  to  cover 
the  infamous  traffic  in  slaves,  ahready  entirely  prohibited  by  the  Decree  of  the  lOlh  of  December, 
1886,  as  in  like  manner,  by  that  of  the  16th  January,  1837,  the  purchase  and  naturalization  of  foreign 
vessels  was  prohibited  with  the  exception,  for  a  time,  of  steam  vessels,  such  vessels  only  being  consi- 
dered to  be  Portuguese  as,  to  the  date  of  this  last  Decree,  were  navigating  under  the  Portuguese 
flag,  or  as  may  in  future  be  built  in  Portugal  or  her  Dominions ;  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that 
your  Excellency,  now  that  the  Governor  is  about  to  proceed  to  those  Islands,  will  inform  him  of  the 
frequent  criminal  infractions  of  the  above  cited  Decrees  there  committed,  and  recommend  to  him 
upon  his  immediate  responsibility  a  strict  observance  and  execution  of  those  Decrees,  with  an 
that  no  neglect  on  his  pcurt  in  this  respect  will  be  overlooked. 

I  have  the  hopour  to. enclose  a  Copy  of  the  Circular  which  I  have  this  day  addressed  on  this  subject 
to  the  Portuguese  Consuls  in  the  Brazilian  Ports. 

God  preserve  your  Excellency, 
HU  Excettency  Baron  de  Bornfim,  (Signed)  SA  DA  BANDEIRA- 

Sfc.        ^c.        S^c. 


Sub-Enclosure  in  No.  45. 


(Circular.) 

Palace  of  NecessidadeSt  2nd  March,  1838. 

Doubts  having  arisen  at  the  Consulate-General  of  Portugal  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  respecting  the 
execution  of  the  Decree  of  the  10th  December,  1836,  relative  to  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  it 
was  declared  on  the  12th  ultimo  to  the  Consul-General  at  that  Port,  that  the  duty  required  of  him  by 
the  Law  was  to  oppose  that  traffic  by  dl  means  in  his  power,  and  to  endeavour  to  co-operate  in  aid  of 
the  Brazilian  Tribunals  so  long  as  those  Tribunab  do  not  act  illegally  (seeing  thaX  the  Trade  is 
prohibited  by  Law  in  the  Brazils)  and,  in  that  ease  to  interpose  those  protecting  Offices,  which  being 
comprised  in  the  ordinary  duties  of  his  charge,  need  not  to  be  pointed  out  to  him  by  special 
instructions ;  further,  that  as  all  nations  in  general,  having  always  had  in  view  the  encouragement  of 
their  ship-building,  do  not  tolerate  the  nationalisation  of  foreign  vessels,  and  this  principle  having 
been  adopted  in  the  modem  legislation  of  Portugal,  he  should  therefore  strictly  observe  the  instruc- 
tions contained  in  the  Circular  of  the  1st  of  March,  1887,  whereby  it  was  directed  that  all  publicity 
should  be  given  to  the  Decree*  of  the  16th  January  of  that  year,  prohibiting  the  purchase  and  nation- 
alisation of  foreign  vessels  (with  the  temporary  exception  of  steam-boats)  and  declaring  that  such 
vessels  only  woukl  be  considered  Portuguese  as  were  already  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  at  the  date 
of  that  Decree,  or  as  might  in  future  be  built  in  Portugal  and  its  dominions ;  that  he  should  always 
use  the  greatest  vigilance  to  prevent  the  odious  traffic  in  slaves  from  being  carried  on  under  the 
Portuguese  flag,  and  impose  the  strictest  injunctions  accordingly  upon  the  Consular  Agents,  his 
subalterns,  suspend  any  of  them  who  might  be  found  to  favour  tliat  traffic,  and  report  regularly 
to  this  Office  whatever  might  occur  in  that  respect ;  and  finally,  he  was  informed  in  the  name  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  that  Her  Majesty  was  determined  to  dismiss  him  or  any  other  Consular 
Officer  who  might  be  found  remiss  in  his  effi)rts  to  prevent  the  Slave  Trade  from  being  carried  on  in 
the  Portuguese  Dominions,  or  in  vessels  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  or  negligent  in  the  discharge  of 
the  other  duties  of  his  Office,  and  in  complying  with  the  orders  transmitted  to  him. 

(Signed)  SA  DA  BANDEIRA. 

To  the  Consul  at 

*Artide  2  of  the  Portuguese  Decree,  dated  January  \6th,  1837,  referred  to  in  the  preceding. 

Article  2nd. — Only  those  vessels  shall  be  considered  Portuguese  which  have  been  navigating  undec 
the  Portuguese  flag  until  the  publication  of  this  Decree,  and  those  in  future  built  in  the  Ports  of 
Portugal,  orher  Asiatic  or  African  Dominions.  Steam  boats  also,  to  be  purchased  in  foreign  countries 
within  three  years  from  the  date  of  this  Decree,  shall  be  considered  Portuguese  vessels,  provided  they 
belong  to  Portuguese  subjects,  and  are  navigated  in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom. 
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NETHERLANDS. 


Sir  E.  C  Di^browe  to  FUaomt  Pabnerston. — {Recewed  February  9.) 
My  Lord,  The  Hague,  1th  Pebrmrfy,  1888. 

I  HAVE  thought  it  my  duty  Id  wail  mjrfielf  4^  ike  vmk  of  Gmersttr  Mac- 
leaa  to  this  cotratiy  tottseertain  eorreetly  tlie  eiwt  of  the  kite  nuflmii  of  4>MnJ 
Verveer  to  the  King  of  the  Ashantees. 

In  feferrili^  to  the -enclosure  in  my  Despatch,  marked  SJiav«  Tradfi,  of  the  3id  cf 
October  of  last  year,  I  must  acquit  both  the  Netherland  Goveinment  and  Greneral 
Verveer  of  intentionally  i^ntfflng  into  arrangements  for  favouring  that  detestable 
traffic ;  but  he  resided  too  short  a  period  in  the  country,  to  obtain  a  correct  insight 
into  the  views  and  prejudices  of  the  people,  and  he  has  thus  been  led  into  some 
unintentional  errors. 

#er  iMlance>  Oeaerai  Verwer  «»erts,  that  the  Slave  traders  give  three  or  four 
tifnee  nweYor  a  Slave  on  the  Ww  ^east  east  <if  Accra,  than  the  bounty  lie  etba 
for  a  recruitj  therefore  lie  contends,  the  people  would  not  «ell  him  slates. 

If  tbi3  afiserticm  xelaUre  to  the  price  be  true,  ^I,  as  Mr.  Maclean  affirms  thai 
tlte  Aihaotaeci  emm0t  be  ^90mvefei  to  &»  coast  east  of  Accfa  as  aha«s»  tiie  outtpa^ 
istifie  priee  dees  aot  heii  good  in  argnmeirt. 

General  Verveer  states^  that  boatmen  can  be  obtained  in  flie  Britjsfa  and  Dateli 
gattlemi?nto  to  carry  off  daves  to  the  vessels  on  Ae  coast 

Ms.  Maeleas  denies  this  wMertiooL  in  toto,  as  fiir  as  the  British  are  eonoeriied. 

^Senafal  Verreer  eompares  the  situation  of  the  iiifad)itaiit6  of  Ashaoiee  to  tke 
state  of  the  serfe  in  Europe  in  the  middle  ages. 

H^  maintains*  that  as  the  ser&  are  attadied  to  the  soil,  they  cannot  be  sold  as 
slams.  But,  as  dosneatic  slat^iy  does  exist  in  Asbantee,  and  as  the  serfs  are  sale- 
able in  certain  eases  to  pay  thetr  owner  s  debts,  they  are  liable,  ^en  soU,  to  be 
delivered  over  as  recruits. 

It  is  insinuated*  that  these  recruits  may  be  happier  in  Java  than  if  they  oonti- 
■uad  slaves  in  their  own  country ;  and  th^  every  care  is  taken  to  ensAacipate 
fhem  first ;  but  the  meaning  of  the  ceremony  is  not  fully  understood,  either  by  tiie 
slave  himself  or  by  the  owner,  and  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  Uie  recruila 
from  4m»rtmg  whilst  in  Africa  contribute  to  encourage  them  in  error. 

All  the  precautions  which  have  been  devised,  are  not,  in  the  opinion  of  Goronor 
Maclean,  sufficient  to  prevent  the  people  of  that  country  from  erroneously  considering 
this  mode  of  recruiting  as  a  covert  slave  trade ;  and  it  will  be  in  its  efibcts  very 
^UsaatiPUS  to  the  moral  well-bein^  of  that  part  of  the  African  continent 

It  renHOiiiiL  tlumfore*^  to  consider  what  mode  can  be  adopted  for  indudng  tib 
Netherland  Gofermnentto  alter  italate  decisions* 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  state,  that  I  am  of  opinion  tint  thk  Government  is 
perfectly  ready  to  adopt  any  regulations  to  meet  the  humane  views  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government ;  but  it  is  not  disposed  to  give  up  its  right  of  recruiting  on  that  shore. 
It  is,  in  fact,  the  only  mode  by  which  it  can  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  recruits 
for  its  regiments  in  Java.  As  the  conipaerce  with  these  settlements  is  absolutely 
nil,  the  power  of  recruiting  is  the  only  return  for  the  expenses  to  which  they  are 
subjected  in  governing  these  settlements.  But  if  any  other  mode  of  recruiting 
could  be  pointed  out,  the  Netherland  Government  might  perhaps  be  induced  to 
abandon  the  present  objectionable  mode  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  Maclean  seems  to  be  of  opinion,  that  no  objection  could  exist  to  allowing 
the  Dutch  Government  to  recruit  among  the  liberated  ncCToes  at  Sierra  Leone ; 
indeed  he  seems  to  think,  that  it  might  be  a  means  of  ameuorating  the  condition 
of  these  unfortunate  persons,  and  might  at  the  same  time  contribute  to  diminish 
the  expense  of  the  colony  itself;  and  I  therefore  humbly  venture  to  mention  the 
subject  to  your  Lordship. 
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Ignorant,  however,  as  I  am,  whether  Buch  a  proposal  is  contrary  to  existing 
stipulations  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  or  whether  it  would  for  other 
reasons  be  contrary  to  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment,  I  shall  refrain  from 
alloding  to  the  subject  here,  until  I  am  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  commands. 
I  beg  to  add  a  Copy  of  a  Memorandum  from  Governor  Maclean,  which  I  have 
just  received. 

I  atm,  Sec. 
(Signed)  E.  C.  DISBROWE. 

The  Right  Han.  Fi^count  Palmer ston,  O.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  46. 

(Memoranda.)  By  Governor  Maclean, 

Thb  mode  of  reeraiting  now  pursned  by  the  Daich  Govenunent  on  the  Coast  of  Guinea,  is 
certainlv  less  objectionable  than  that  followed  previously  to  General  Verveer's  mission.  The  system 
puTsuea  up  to  the  beginning  of  1887  was  in  direct  contravention  not  only  of  Hie  sfHrii,  bat  of  the  letter 
^the  egusting  Treaties  betwixt  the  Netherkuids  and  Great  Britain  relatiTelothe  Slave  IVade,  as  well  as 
oontrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Netherlands  on  the  same  subject  So  far  fjrom  any  manumission  of  the  slave 
taking  place  on  bis  embarkation  for  Java,  his  master  continued  to  hoM  a  property  in  him,  recognized 
by  the  Government  itself,  who  engaged  to  pay  him  (the  master)  an  annuity  during  the  currency  of 
hn  slave's  service,  and  no  provision  was  made  for  his  eventual  manumission.  T^  late  €k»vernor 
(Laus)  at  this  moment  receives  the  annuity  of  about  2500f.  for  the  services  of  slaves  purchased  by 
him,  and  hired  out  to  the  Government.  In  short,  had  a  Netberland  transport,  with  a  party  of  these 
recniits  on  board,  been  detained  by  a  British  cruiser,  condemnation  must  necessarily  have  followed  in 
the  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission,  who  are  bound  to  act  in  all  cases  in  accordance  with  the  conventions 
regarding  the  Slave  Trade. 

But  although  according  to  General  Verveer's  plan  of  previous  manumission  the  letter  of  the  Slave 

Trado  Convaitions  nay  not  be  infringed,  yet  the  great  objection  still  remains — that  the  entire  system 

is  founded  and  depends  upon  the  purchase  and  sale  of  human  beings.     The  natives  cannot  be  expeeted 

*  to  understand  nice  distinctions ;  they  can  only  judge  by  what  they  see  and  know — ^by  the  fact  that  they 

can  sell  their  slaves  for  a  very  high  price  to  the  Dutch  local  authorities. 

It  may  be  said,  and  is  said,  that  the  individual's  consent  is  obtained  prevbusly  to  his  enlistment,  but 
any  one  acquainted  with  the  country  and  its  inhabitants  must  know  how  futile,  practically  speaking, 
such  a  provision  is.  A  slave  has  no  will  of  his  own,  and  he  is  manumitted  only  on  condition  of  his 
enlisting ;  in  other  words,  he  is  transferred  from  a  black  to  a  white  master,  in  consideration  of  a  sum 
of  money  paid  to  the  former,  and  in  what  else  does  the  Slave  Trade  consist  ? 

But  the  great  evil  occasioned  by  the  system  is,  that  it  revives  among  the  native  traders  all  their 
forioer  partiality  for  the  Slave  TVade — a  partiality  which  SO  years  has  not  been  able  entirely  to  ex- 
tinguish. 

Let  OS  see  how  the  system  works  practically.  I  will  anppose  a  native  cbief  poeieasing  100  domestia 
slaves,  is  in  pecuniary  difficulties ;  he  immediately  selects  say  50  of  his  slaves,  signifies  to  them  that 
he  finds  it  necessary  to  sell  them,  and  instructs  them  that  when  brought  before  the  Dutch  authorities 
they  must  express  their  perfect  willingness  to  leave  the  country.  Suppose  some  of  them  refiise  ;  then 
are  they  at  the  mercy  of  a  tyrannical  and  exasperated  master,  who  will  so  treat  them  as  tbey  well 
know  that  it  were  better  for  them  to  be  at  once  put  to  deaUu  Besides  the  high  price  paid  iar  tfanr 
slaves  as  recruits  will  revive  that  spirit  of  slave  dealing  in  the  interior  which  for  want  q£  a  market  had 
become  well  nigh  dormant;  and  many  will  embark  in  it  as  a  regular  business.  It  is  entirely  incorrect 
to  allege  that  the  leeward  slave-market  is  open  to  Fantee  and  Ashantee ;  I  can  and  do  distinctly  assert 
the  contrary.  No  slaves  can  be  conveyed  across  the  Rio  Volta,  wHhout  the  knowledge,  connivaaee, 
and  indeed  protectbn  of  the  British  and  Danish  authoritias. 

That  such  was  the  case  ten  yean  ago,  to  a  small  extent,  is  doubtless  true ;  but  means  wene  taken  bf 
the  authorities  which  e£fectually  prevented  it  No  slaves,  I  can  assert  confidently,  have  been  exported 
from  any  part  of  the  coast  between  Cape  Apollonica  and  the  Volta,  since  1830 ;  of  this  a  most  con- 
vincing and  unanswerable  proof  is  affbrded  by  the  fact  that,  within  the  last  8  or  10  years,  slaves  on 
the  Gold  Coast  have  become  almost  valueless ;  at  least  they  had  become  so,  until  the  late  ayatem  of 
recruiting  was  introdooed  by  the  Dutch.  I  have  very  frequently  had  to  affix  a  value  on  slaves  during 
the  last  7  years,  and  never  exceeded  in  my  valuation  40f.,  50f.,  or  60f.,  save  on  rare  occasions.  Oflen 
haveyree  persons  offered  voluntarily  to  become  my  slaves,  for  the  simple  reason  that  all  fear  of  expa- 
triation was  at  an  end,  and  that  under  a  virhite  ntan's  protection  they  were  sore  to  be  proHrided  fim 
But  the  strongest  proof  of  all  that  the  present  system  of  recruiting  by  the  Netherland  Government  it 
attended  wit|i  the  worst  features  of  the  Slave  Trade — namely, /orci6/e  expatriation — consists  in  the 
fact,  that  during  the  three  years  that  the  system  of  voluntary  enlistment  was  tried,  the  authorities  at 
Elmina  did  not  procure  above  20  recruits,  if  so  many ;  this  of  itself  shows  that  few  or  none  of  the 
present  enlistments  ean  properly  be  said  to  be  voluntary. 

On  the  whole,  it  would  be  extrem^  desirable  that  some  other  mode  of  recruiting,  firee  from  the 
above  objections,  should  be  devised. 

I^et  voluntary  enlistment,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word,  be  again  resorted  to,  the  Government 
giving  such  a  bounty  as  would  induce  free  neg^es  to  enter  the  service. 

But  let  all  be  alone  without  the  intervention  of  the  chiefs,  caboceers,  or  masters  of  slaves. 

If  they  can  profit  by  the  enlistflMoi  of  their  vassals  or  slaves,  they  will  scruple  at  no  means  whereby 
to  obtain  rccniita  ;  and  I  most  firmly  and  conscientiously  believe,  that  the  recruits  obtained  during  the 
last  three  years  have  been  the  produce  of  much  tyranny,  oppression,  cruelty,  and  injustice. 

The  Hague^  February  tth,  1838. 
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No.  47. 

Viscount  Paimerstan  to  Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  Uh  April,  1838. 

Your  Despatch,  marked  Slave  Trade,  of  the  7th  of  February  last,  with  its 
accompanying  Memorandum,  from  Governor  Maclean,  on  the  subject  of  General 
Verveer's  mission  to  Africa,  has  been  received. 

The  information  contained  in  these  Papers  furnishes  strong  grounds  for  pi^sum- 
ing  that,  whatever  may  be  the  intentions  of  the  Dutch  Government,  or  of  its 
agent,  the  recruits  for  Java  are  nevertheless  generally  raised  from  a  class  of  persons 
who  are  held  in  a  state  of  slavery ;  and  although  the  practice  of  obtaining  these 
persons  for  the  semce  of  the  Dutch  Government  be  called  recruiting,  the  system 
produces  in  effect,  though  under  another  name,  a  revival  of  the  slave  trade  in  that 
part  of  Africa. 

If  such  be  the  facts,  the  Dutch  Government  cannot  persist  in  the  system  without 
a  departure  from  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  from  their  own  professions ;  and  you  will 
therefore  make  an  appeal,  which  I  trust  will  not  be  vain,  to  the  Ghovemment  of 
Hollsyad^  against  the  continuance  of  a  practice  which  is  open  to  abuses  of  so  baneful 
a  tendency. 

I  do  not  consider  myself  called  upon  to  offer  any  observations  on  the  abstract 
right  of  that  Government  to  raise  recruits  in  Africa;  but  I  desire  tlmt  you 
will  return  an  answer  decidedly  negative  to  any  proposition  which  may  be  made 
by  the  Government  of  Holland,  for  permission  to  draw  recruits  from  any  of  the 
British  settlements  in  Africa. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)       '    PALMERSTON. 
To  Sir  E.  C.Dishrowe, 
8fc.    8fc.    8fc. 


No.  48. 
Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe  to  discount  Palmerston.^^^Received  April  16.) 
My  Lord,  The  Hague,  lOth  April,  1^38. 

By  the  last  post  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of 
the  4th  instant. 

I  have  carefully  referred  to  the  whole  of  the  correspondence,  which  has  passed 
between  the  Netherland  Government  and  this  mission  on  the  subject,  and  have 
presented,  in  obedience  to  your  commands,  the  note,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose  a  copy. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  reply  to  some  observations  in  General  Verveer's 
letter,  transmitted  in  my  Despatch  marked  Slave  Trade,  of  the  3rd  of  Oct.  1837, 
the  one  relative  to  the  advantages  accruing  to  the  slaves  themselves,  the  other  with 
regard  to  certain  facilities  which  the  General  supposes  to  be  granted  for  the 
embarkation  of  slaves  at  the  British  Commenda. 

Finally,  I  have  quoted  that  part  ?of  Baron  Verstolk's  note  of  the  26th  of 
September,  in  which  he  states  the  Instructions  sent  to  the  Dutch  Resident  at 
Coomassie,  and  suggests,  that  the  Netherland  Government  should  go  one  step 
further,  and  that  no  recruits  should  be  raised  from  a  class  of  persons  who  are  held 
in  a  state  of  slavery,  if  indeed  the  recruiting  cannot  be  abandoned  altogether. 

I  have   &CC 

(Signed)    '         E.  C.  DISBROWE. 
P,S. — ^The  departure  of  General  Verveer  and  the  expedition  for  the  Gold 
Coast,  is  fixed  for  the  15th,  and  I  was  anxious  my  note  should  reach  Baron 
Verstolk  before  the  departure  of  that  officer. 


Enclosure  in  No.  48. 

Sir  E.  C.  Disbrowe  to  Baron  Verstolk, 
MoNsnuft  LB  Baron,  The  Hagui,  lOiA  AfrU^  183S. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  which  I  have  received,  I  have  the  honour  of  addressing  some 
farther  observations  to  your  Excellency  rdative  to  the  mode  of  recruiting  on  the  eeast  of- Africa. 
iTour  Excellency,  on  the  26th  of  September  last,  was  good  enough  to  transmit  to  me  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  General  Yerveer  addressed  to  the  Ck)Ionial  Mmister,  giving  an  acooont  of  his  mission  to  the 
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coast  of  Africa,  in  which  that  officer  details  his  whole  proceedings,  and  defends  the  Treaty  which  he 
signed  with  the  As han tees,  on  the  ground  that  the  Treaty  can  in  no  ways  contribute  to  encourage 
war  or  Slave  Trade  in  the  interior,  and  that  the  condition  of  the  Netherhind  recruits  is  preferable  to 
that  of  the  African  slave. 

In  giving  every  credit  to  General  Verveer  for  the  humanity  with  which  Ihey  are  treated,  \it  is  an  ' 
argument  so  often  used  by  the  advocate  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  defence  of  their  commerce,  t^  one 
cannot  but  regret  seeing  reproduced  on  the  present  occasion.    The  individual  may  be  beneBted^ut 
the  system  unfortunately  encourages  Slave  Trading. 

Without  intending  to  reply  to  the  whole  of  General  Verveer's  letter,  or  to  consider  the  abstract 
question  of  raising  recruits,  I  cannot  but  observe  that  General  Verveer  must  have  been  led  into  an 
nnintentioaal  error,  when  he  asserts  that  '*  the  embarkation  of  slaves  is  but  too  much  promoted, 
undoubtedly  promoted,  by  the  facility  afforded  to  the  slave  dealers  at  Elmina,  at  the  Danish  settlement 
Acraa,  and  at  the  British  Commenda,  and  elsewhere,  for  providing  themselves  with  canoes  and  rowers 
for  that  purpose." 

Governor  Maclean,  who  has  so  long  resided  in  that  country,  positively  asserts  that  for  the  last  ten 
years  no  such  event  has  occurred,  as  the  authorities,  both  British  and  Danish,  have  taken  measures 
which  have  efiElM^nally  prevented  it,  and  not  one  slave  has  beetf  exported  from  any  part  of  the  Qpast 
between  Cape  Appolonia  and  the  Volta  since  1830. 

The  consequence  has  been  that  ^slaves  on  the  Gold  Coast  had  since  that  period  become  nearly 
valueless,  fetching  on  an  average  from  forty  to  sixty  guilders ;  but  this  price  has  risen  since  the 
Netherland  Government  has  recruited  on  that  coast. 

General  Verveer  states  the  value  of  the  slave  in  Ashante  is  lOOf ,  while  he  says  from  200f.  to 
300f.  might  be  obtained  on  the  lower  coast  for  the  slave.  Admitting  once  more  the  truth  of  this  fact, 
it  proves,  not  that  the  Netherland  agent  does  not  pay  in  bounty  the  price  of  a  slave  in  Ashantee,  but 
that  the  transaction  is  accomplished  with  so  much  greater  security  under  the  Treaty,  as  to  render  it  a 
better  investment  for^ihe  slave  merchant  than  incurring  the  risk  and  expense  of  a  journey  to  the  coast ; 
and  I  believe  it  will  be  found,  on  reference  to  the  proper  documents,  that  the  market  price  of  a  slave 
is  below  the  price  actually  given  as  a  bounty  for  a  slave  of  whom,  when  manumitted^  a  recruit  is 
made. 

In  conclusion,  I  conceive  the  case  may  be  thus  resumed.  Formerly  the  owner  of  a  slave  who 
became  a  recruit,  besides  a  small  bounty,  received  a  pension  during  the  actual  period  of  the  man's 
service, — an  arrangement  which,  in  fact,  bore  so  strong  a  resemblance  to  hiring  out  slaves,  that  the 
practice  was  wisely  and  humanely  abolbhed  by  the  Netherland  Government,  and  secondly,  as  a  fiiriher 
security  against  abuse  (according  to  the  plans  of  Ckneral  Verveer),  the  slave  is  actually  manumitted 
before  he  is  enlisted. 

The  question  which  naturally  here  arises  is,  does  the  slave  completely  understand  the  alteratiGm  in 
his  condition  by  the  act,  which  takes  place  in  the  presence  of  the  Netherland  or  other  authorities? 
And  can  be  really  be  considered  a  free  agent  ? 

From  what  I  collect  in  General  Vorveer's  letter  it  is  possible  that,  from  the  care  taken  by  the 
British  authorities  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  enlistment  to  the  negroes  living  tinder  the  protection 
of  our  flag,  they  may  comprehend  it,  but  in  Ashantee,  I  apprehend,  it  is  vers  different. 

The  owner  contracts  to  find  a  recruit  for  a  certain  sum :  the  slave,  who  is  productKl  by  his  owner,  is 
instructed  what  he  is  to  say,  and  what  he  is  to  do,  as  the  price  of  his  liberty,  and  if  he  refuses  to 
comply  he  knows  the  hard  fate  which  awaits  him  ;  and  although  he  may  individually  have  bettered 
his  condition,  and  be  able  to  taunLhis  former  master,  and  say,  ''  I  no  longer  fear  your  bloody  law,"  it 
is  no  proof  he  really  undlsrslands  that  he  has  done  any  thing  else  than  change  an  oppressive  for  a 
lenient  master;  and  it  certainly  would  be  satisfactory  to  know  *'  how  many  recruits  at  the  moment  of 
embarkation  have  freed  themselves  from  their  military  engagements,  and  retained  their  emancipation.'' 

I  learn  with  pleasure  from  your  Excellency,  in  your  note  of  the  26th  of  September,  that  the  Nether- 
land Goivcmment  has  gone  one  step  further  in  improving  the  system  of  recruiting,  and  has  certainly 
done  away  with  many  of  the  objections  attending  it. 

The  note  says, — **  Qu'aucun  individu  ne  saurait  6tre  pr^nttl  au  President  des  Pays  Bas  k  Coomassie 
ni  fttre  re^u  par  lui,  qui  aurait  M  fait  prisonnier  de  querre,  qui  aurait  ^t^  condamn^  k  I'esclavage  pour 
crime  ou  d^lit ;  qui  par  suite  de  dettes  ou  d'obligations  contract^,  soit  personnellement,  soit  par  ses 
parens  ou  autret,  aurait  M  enlevc^  de  force  k  sa  patrie." 

Although  slaves  made  in  war,  slaves  sold  for  debt,  and  slaves  made  such  for  crimes,  are  excluded, 
and  thus  the  ground  for  mischief  is  considerably  narrowed,  tlie  error  in  principle  remains.  The  t)asis 
of  the  recruiting  still  is,  the  transfer  of  a  human  being  from  one  master,  for  a  num  of  money,  to 
another  :  this  is  the  foundation  of  the  system.  In  one  instance  it  is  called  purchase-money,  in  the 
other  bounty,  or  enlistment ;  and  however  precisely  and  conscientiously  the  Netherland  agent  may 
follow  his  instructions  in  selecting  the  recruits,  still  the  money  is  paid,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the 
owner  of  the  slave.  The  place  of  the  slave  thus  parted  with  is  filled  up  by  his  former  owner,  who 
will  purchase  his  successor  elsewhere,  and  thus  the  practice  of  slave  dealing  in  the  interior  is 
indirectly  but  effectually  encouraged. 

Under  the  full  conviction  that  the  Netherland  Government  is  most  anxious  to  destroy  every  cloak 
for  Slave  Trading,  I  venture  to  throw  out  a  suggestion  which,  from  the  vastly  improvt-d  arrangements 
lately  made  by  the  Netherland  Government,  I  trust  will  meet  with  a  ready  concurrence.  It  seems 
impossible  that  any  recruiting  on  tbat  coast  can  be  freed  from  an  indirect  encouragement  of  Slave 
Trade,  or  indeed  come  within  the  spirit  of  eiisting  treaties,  unless  every  class  of  persons  born  or 
being  in  a  state  of  slavery  should  be  excluded  from  its  operation.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  orders  to  that 
efiect  will  be  sent  to  the  Resident  at  Coomassie,  unless  to  counteract  this  mischief  which  has  unwit- 
tingly been  caused  by  the  late  mode  of  recruiting,  the  preferable  measure  of  discontinuing  the 
recruiting  altogether  on  that  coast  can  be  effected. 

I  avail  myself,  &c.,  &c., 

(Signed)  E.  C    DISBROWE. 

To  the  Barm  Versiolk  de  Soelen, 
Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 
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No.  49. 

Sir  E.  C.  Dishrowe  to  Vhcount  Palmerston. — (Received  April  16<A.) 

My  Lord,  The  Hague,  13M  April,  1838. 

I  HAVE  this  day  had  a  verbal  coimnunication  with  the  minister  of  the  Colo- 
nies, General  Van-den-Bosch,  on  the  subject  of  the  Dutch  recruiting  on  the  coast 
of  Africa. 

His  Excellency  informs  me,  that  my  note  of  the  10th  instant  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  General  Verveer,  and  that  officer  has  been  instructed,  in  case  he  should 
find  that  the  measures  which  he  has  adopted  for  recruiting  in  Africa  have  any  t^i- 
dency  to  encourage  Slave  Trade,  forthwith  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  deemed 
advisable,  e£Pectually  to  counteract  the  evil. 

His  Excellency  requested  that  I  would  be  convinced,  that  it  was  iio{K)6sible  for 
any  Government  to  be  more  thoroughly  resolved  to  put  a  stop  to  this  imquitoos 
traffic,  than  that  of  His  Netherland  Majestv. 

I  shall  probably  be  enabled  to  give  your  Lordship  a  more  detailed  statement  in  a 
few  days. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  C.  DISBROWE. 

The  Right  Han.  Fiscount  Pabnerstan,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No.  60. 
Mr.  HamiUan  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston— (Received  Jan.  31, 1838.) 
My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  2Sth  November,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  returns  of  the  Vessels 
which  arrived  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  this  harhour,  during  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember  and  October,  and  of  the  Cargoes  which  they  had  previously  landed  in  the 

I  t^e  leave  also  to  add  to  the  above  Reports,  a  Letter  from  Her  Majesty's  Con^ 
sul  at  Pemambuco,  together  with  Extracts  from  two  others,  dated  Rio  de  Janeiro, 

which  relate  to  the  same  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAI^HLTON. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Fiscount  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  60. 

List  of  Slave  Traders  under  the  Portuguese  Flag  for  the  month  of  September,  1837. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  1st  October,  1837. 

1.  Schooner  **  Andorinha^**  from  Benguela,  landed  300  slaves  at  the  Alto  Moirio. 

2.  Smack  ^  TirmeMO,*^  ttom  Angola,  landed  317  slaves  at  Campos. 

8.  Smack  '*  Margarita,^^  from  Angola,  landed  334  ^Tes  at  Mangaratiba,  where  she  changed  the 
Portuguese  flag  for  the  Brazilian,  and  loaded  with  produce  for  this  port 
Total  number  of  slaves  imported  by  three  vessels,  during  the  month  of  September  last,  95K 


Second  Enclosure  No.  50. 


List  of  Slave  Traders  under  the  Portuguese  Flag  for  the  month  of  October,  1837. 

Rw  de  Janeiro,  November  1, 1837» 

No.  1.  Patacho  ^  Florinda  de  Africa,**  from  Angola,  landed  337  slaves  at  Parangua,  and  thereafter 
pmeeded  to  Monte  Video,  from  whence  she  is  arrived  vrith  a  cargo  of  came  seca. 

No»  2.  Ftttadio  **  Jaeuiry^*  from  Angola,  landed  314  slaves  at  Mai^^atiba. 

No.  8.  Schooner  **  Fkr  de  Bio,**  from  thelUo  Zaire,  Imded  314  slaves  at  Campos. 

No.  4.  Brig  **  Aperceira,**  from  Angola,  landed  437  slaves  at  St.  Sebastian,  from  thence  she 
pfooeeded  to  Pfeurangua,  where  she  todc  in  cargo  for  Monte  Video,  and  b  now  arrived  here  with  came 

Total  numbor  of  slaves  imported  by  four  vessels,  as  above,  1462. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  50. 

Mr.  Consul  Watts  to  Mr.  Hamilton. 
Sir,  BriUsk  Consuktte,  Pemambuco,  October  27&^  1887. 

Althouoh  it  cannot  have  escaped  yonr  vigilance,  allow  me  to  fix  the  attention  of  your  Excel* 
Icaey  on  the  speech  of  Senhor  Bernardo  Pereira  de  Vasconcellos,  now  the  ICnister  of  Justice,  and^ 
etd  interim.  Minister  of  ^  Empire,  in  the  Administration  recently  formed,  which  appeared  in  the 
**  Jomal  do  Commereio,'*  of  the  19tii  of  last  August,  No.  182,  of  whidi  the  following  is  an  extract, 
deefaratory  of  hissentfanents  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade,  now  so  actively  pursued  all  along  the 
ooaet  of  Bra»l>— 

**Neitherdoe9it«ppeartomevery  eonsntenito  with  thus  to  banish  foreign  labourers,  and  at  the 
snae  time  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Afiricans ;  in  this  case,  we  shall  baye  neither  die  one  or  the 
other.  And  what  wUl  be  the  effect  on  our  industry  7  I  have  wished  to  emit  my  opinion  with  reject 
lolbe  importers  of  Africans,  and  on  tiiis  subject  it  appeen  that  I  diffler  from  my  illustrious  colleagnes. 
Let  the  Englbh  carry  faito  execution  this  IVeaty,  which  they  have  forced  upon  us  by  thus  abusiiig 
their  scmerior  power,  but  to  expect  that  we  should  promote  these  speculations  of  theirs,  gilded  vrith  the 
nnae  or  humanity,  is  unreasonable ;  nor  does  it  accord  with  the  fedings  of  resentment  which  so  many 
•els  ef  violence  have  engendered  in  Brazilian  breasts." 

On  the  14th  instant,  the  following  entry  was  made  at  the  Custom-house  of  this  port  >— 
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"  Portuguese  patacho  *  Leoramento,'  from  Soanda,  entered  on  the  12th  instant,  Gonsigned  to  the  . 
Master,  Antonio  Carlos,  Francitoada  SUva.     Manifested  as  follows:—*  60  pipes  of  salt  water.'  " 

Pretoa  Brocoes^  or  African  Rbves,  of  recent  importation,  have  been  sold  here  very  lately  at  from  200 
to  250  milreis  a-head ;  these  low  prices  caonot  replace  to  the  speculator  his  first  cost  and  charges,  and 
it  is  inferred  that  ma.ny  persons  who  were  recently  enga^red  in  this  inhuman  traffic  hare  sustained  heavy 
losses,  yet  this  glut  in  the  market  will  only,  in  my  opinion,  put  a  temporary  check  lo  the  spread  of  the 
evil,  since  those  who  pursue  it,  navigating  their  own  vessels,  cannot  fail  to  derive  large  gaius  from 
their  adventures  in  the  Slave  Trade  with  the  Coast  of  Africa. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  EDWARD  WATTS, 

Hamilton  Hamilton^  Esq,  Uer  Mtjeaty's  ConaoL 

Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  60. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  dated  Rio  de  Janeiro^  2iSih  October^  1837. 

Tou  win  have  noticed  that  the  numher  of  slaves  imported  since  the  month  of  June  has,  according 
to  the  monthly  reports,  considerably  diminished.  This  seeming  falUng  off  of  the  trade  is  chiefly  to 
be  attributed  to  the  detention  of  several  vessels,  which  entered  the  port  af^er  the  instructions  vrere 
issued  for  a  more  rigorous  examination  of  the  vessels,  to  establish  their  having  been  employed  in  the 
Slave  Trade. 

In  consequence  of  those  detentions,  partiefs  interested  in  tlie  vessels  that  were  expected  sent  in- 
structions to  the  places  where  they  were  to  discharge,  that  they  should  not,  except  in  case  of  necessity, 
return  to  this  Port.  These  vessels,  detained  in  consequence  of  tlie  orders  of  the  ex-Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, have  all  been  liberated  by  the  present  Minister,  who  is  a  decided  protector  of  the  illicit  traffic  in 
slaves. 

I  some  time  ago  mentioned  to  your  Excellency,  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  Portuguese 
Government  or  their  Authorities  for  the  due  execution  of  the  recent  decrees  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade.  It  now  appears  that,  since  the  issuing  of  tho^e  decrees,  a  new  Governor  has  been 
appointed  to  Angola,  and,  by  adrtces  latterly  received  from  thence,  this  person  has  fixed  the  sum  of 
700,000  Rs.  to  be  paid  to  him  for  every  vessel  that  embarks  slaves ;  and,'  ibr  that  sum,  every  im- 
pediment and  risk  is  removed  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  to  the  illicit  traffic :  moreover,  by  a  vessel 
lately  arrived  on  the  coast,  but  which  did  not  enter  this  Port,  the  same  Governor  shipped  60 
slaves  for  his  own  account,  and  cons^ed  ttwm  to  a.  notorious  slave-dealer  here,  of  the  name  of 
Pimenta,  jun. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No  50. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  dated  Rio  de  Janeiro  13/A  November^  ISlS7. 

Your  Excellency  is  aware  that  on  the  6th  of  June  last«  Mr.  Montezuma,  the  late  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, issued  a  Portaria,  by  which  a  more  rigorous  examination  was  ordered  on  board  of  the  vessels 
arriving  from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  for  that  purpose,  that  they  should  be  visited  and  examined  by 
the  Gnardamor  of  the  Oustovi-house  and  2  individuals  from  the  Marine  Arsenal,  in  presence  of  a 
Juiz  de  Pay,  and  of  a  person  from  the  Portuguese  Coasulate. 

In  consequence  of  these  examinations,'  several  vessels  w^re  detained,  as  having  on  board  articles 
indicative  of  their  being  employed  in  the  Slave  Trade.  They  were  proceeded  against  by  jitdicial  pro- 
cess before  the  Juiz  de  Pay,  but  although  the  proofs  were  conclusive,  and  every  one  of  the  vessels 
detained  was  found  to  have  on  board  an  extraordinary  number  of  water-casks,  yet  the  Juiz  de  Pay 
was  so  corrupt  as  to  absolve  them  all. 

Notwithstanding  this,  Mr.  Montezuma  ordered  further  proceedings  to  be  instituted,  and  in  the  case 
of  one  of  the  vessels,  the  **  Jo^efina**  a  trOe  bill  was  found  by  the  Jury  on  the  1st  instant  against 
her  crew,  for  being  guilty  of  the  crime  of  traffic  in  slaves,  although  the  Juiz  de  Pay  hMl  previously 
absolved  them  and  the  vessel  from  criminality. 

These  proceedings  cauf^ed  g^^eat  alarm  to  the  slave-traders,  so  mueh  so,  thai  the  activity  in  fitting 
out  vessels  for  the  traffic  .was  suspended,  and  advices  were  despatched  to  those  parts  of  the  coast 
where  the  slaves  are  generally  landed,  to  warn  the  vessels  arriving  against  entering  this  Port 

Had  these  measures  been  persisted  in,  they  would  have  operated  as  a  powerful  check  to  the  prose- 
cution of  the  traffic,  and  might  ultimately  have  tended  to  its  total  extinction  In  this  Port. 

Unfortunately  a  change  of  Ministers  took  place,  and  Mr.  Vasconcellos,  a  notorious  protector  of  the 
traffic  in  slaves,  was  appointed  Mimster  of  Justice.  On  the  10th  of  last  month  he  issued  a  Portaria 
to  the  chief  of  Police,  ordering  that  4  of  the  vessels  detained  should  be  delivered  up  to  their  Owners, 
imder  the  pretext  that  they  had  been  absolved  by  sentences  of  the  Juiz  de  Pay  ;  and,  by  subsequent 
Portarias,  the  other  vessels  detained  have  also  been  restored  to  their  Owners. 

On  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  by. an  Aviso  from  the  same  Minister,  the  Portaria  of  6th  June, 
issued  by  Mr.  Montezuma  was  revoked,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  Guadamor  should  no  longer  con- 
tinue his  examinations  on  board  the  vessels  from  thti  coast  of  Africa,  and  that  the  visits  should  be 
made  in  conformity  with  the  practice  followed  prior  to  Mr.  Montezuma's  Portaria. 

These  proceedings  of  Mr.  Vasconcellas  have  not  only  removed  every  impediment  to  the  undistuibed 
prosecution  of  the  traffic  in  slaves,  but  have  generally  encouraged  the  slave-traders,  so  much  so,  that 
vessels  that  were  laid  up  have  been  immediately  fitted  for  another  voyage,  and  the  slave -dealers  carry 
on  their  traffic  more  openly,  without  fear  of  beiug  disturbed,  or  being  disturbed  or  being  questioned 
for  their  illegal  conduct. 

Since  the  present  Ministry  came  into  office,  there  has  been  established  a  dep^t  at  the  Bay  of  Ju- 
rujuba,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  harbour,  where  upwards  of  1,600  newly-imported  slaves  have 
been  openly  exposed  for  sale. 

At  the  chacara  of  a  person  named  Albuquerque,  near  to  Praga  Grande,  there  is  another  dep^ 
where  upwards  of  900  slaves  have  been  on  sale.  At  the  Island  of  Paqueta^ there  is  another  dep6t, 
where  the  sale  of  new  slaves  is  so  openly  carried  on  that  they  are  to  be  seen  exposed  on  the  beach. 
So  little  dread  have  the  slave- dealers  of  being  punished  for  their  nefarious  traffic,  that  on  the  afiemoon 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BRAZIL.  45 

of  the  Slst  instant,  and  in  daylight,  upwards  of  30  new  slaves  were  landed  at  the  quay  close  to  the 
Marine  Arsenal,  and,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  armed  sailors,  were  marched  up  the  Rue  dos  Peaci^ 
dores,  one  of  the  most  public  streets  of  this  city. 

'  It  is  not  to  be  beKeved  but  that  the  Government  must  be  aware  of  these  doings,  yet  no  measures 
whatever  have  been  adopted  to  prevent  them.  T^  only  thing  now  required  for  ihe^  free  and  uninter- 
rupted sale  of  slaves  in  Brazil  is,  that  the  mea$7are  of  the  Marquis  of  Barbacena  be  approved  of  by 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  in  their  next  Session.  Should  the  measure  pass,  there  caimot  be  a  doubt 
that  new  slaves  will  be  openly  exposed  for  sale,  and  even  hawked  about,  not  only  in  this  city,  but  also 
all  over  the  country,  in  defiance  of  the  existing  Treaty  and  CopveDtions  betwixt  Great  Britain  and 
Brazil. 

r  have  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  probability  of  the  Marquis  of  Barbacena's  measure  passing 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  in  the  next  Session,  and  I  am  assured  that  its  not  having  passed  last  Ses* 
sion  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  measures  adopted  by  Senhor  Amaral,  one  of  the  Members  of  the 
Committee  of  Diplomacy,  who  dissented  from  his  colleap^es,  and  gave  a  separate  Report,  declaring 
that  the  projected  law  infringed  the  Treaty  with  Great  Britain. 

I  am  also  assured  that,  notwithstanding  of  that  Report,  the  Law  will,  to  a  certainty,  pass  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  unless  your  Excellency  or  Her  Majesty*^  Government  remonstrate  against  it, 
and  explicitly  announce  to  the  BrasiKan  Government  that  the  passing  of  that  Law  will  be  considered 
as  a  decided  infringement,  on  the  part  of  Brazil,  of  the  existing  Treaties. 

Tour  Excellency  is  aware  that,  in  the  last  Session  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  it  vras  agreed  that 
the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  should  attend  the  discussion  of  the  Law  in  question  in  order,  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  the  feelings  of  Great  Britain  respecting  it ;  therefore,  however,  well  disposed 
the  Minister  for  Foreign  Aflairs  may  be  against  the  traffic  in  slaves,  and  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the 
Law,  still  his  opposition  could  not  be  so  efiectual  as  if  he  were  in  possession  of  remonstrances  by  Her 
Majesty's  Grovernment  on  the  subject. 

I  have  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  the  traders  in  slaves  form  a  powerful  body,  and  are  possessed 
of  great  influence  in  the  State. 

They  have,  moreover,  come  forward  with  subscriptions  to  a  large  amount,  which  is  now  deposited 
for  the  purpose  of  being  distributed  when  the  Lat^  referred  to  passes;  and  I  have  good  reason  to 
believe  the  present  MTnister  of  Justice  will  have  a  considerable  share  for  his  services  and  support  in 
promoting,  as  he  has  already  done,  the  interests  of  the  slave-traders. 


No.  51. 

Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerstoni — (Received  Jan.  31,  1838.) 

My  Lord,*  Rio  de  Janeiro,  28<A  November y  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch,  Slave  Trade,  of  the  14th  of  October  last, 
I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith,  a  translation  of  the  Vote  of  Senhor  Anmrel, 
a  member  of  the  Diplomatic  Committee  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  delivered  by 
him  in  a  question  growing  out  of  M.  de  Barbacena's  project  of  a  Law  for  Suppres- 
sion of  Slave  Trade,  a  translation  which  I  had  not  time  to  prepare  for  last  packet. 

X  have   &rc 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstofi,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  SfC. 


Enclosure  in  No.  51. 

(Translation.)  From  Paper  No,  199  "  Typographia  Nacional,*^  1837. 

Palace  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  ZOth  September ,  1887. 
Thb  Committee  of  Diplomacy  has  had  before  it  the  requisition  of  the  Deputy  Senhor  Martin 
Francisco,  that  it  should  examine  whether  the  Project  No.  133,  received  from  the  Senate,  be  or  not  in 
opposition  to  the  Treaties  with  Great  Britain,  and,  after  having  compared  it  with  the  same  Treaties, 
the  Committee  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Project  referred  to  is  in  no  respect  opposed  to  the  same,  and, 
therefore,  that  it  may  still  be  discussed. 

(Signed)  A.  M.  DE  MONRA. 

ARANJO  RIBEIRO. 
MANGEL  MARIA  DE  AMAREL,  DissenHent. 

(Separate  Vote.) 

Palace  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies^  30th  September,  1837. 

The  Convention  of  the  23rd  November,  1826,  between  our  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain, 
prohibiting  the  traffic  in  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  i«*,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Undersigned,  attacked 
by  the  Project  of  Law  No.  133,  received  from  the  Senate.  The  spirit  of  the  said  Convention,  the 
Treaties  to  which  it  refers,  and  the  Law  of  the  7th  November,  ISSl,  prohibit  that  the  traffic  in  slaves 
be  carried  on,  in  or  out  of  Brazil  by  Brazilian  subjects :  the  Project  while  continuing  to  prohibit  the 
traffic  in  Africans  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  protects  that  traffic  within  the  empire ;  the  Project  abrogates 
the  Law  of  the  7th  November,  1831,  as  inadequate  to  put  an  end  to  the  same  traffic,  and  it  therefore 
enacts  other  means,  more  efficacious  for  the  execution  of  the  Convention  in  that  respect,  for  as  much  as 
it  affirms  that  the  non-execution  of  the  same  law  of  the  7th  November  arises  from  there  being  a  larger 
portion  of  our  population  interested  in  such  traffic,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  hands  for  the  cultivatioa 
of  the  soil,  and  because  many  of  our  countrymen  are  already  implicated  in  this  contraband  trade. 

These  are  the  reasons  in  support  of  the  Project  of  the  Senate,  which  are  said  to  be  unconnected 
with  the  Treaties,  and  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  Project.  The  object  of  the  Convention  being, 
not  merely  to  reduce  the  traffic  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  but  to  abolish  it  by  means  of  obstacles  to  that 
end ;  it  is  clear  that  Laws  allowing  the  trade  to  be  carried  on  within  the  empire  in  the  public  markets 
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aad  in  the  preatnoe  of  the  AuthoritieB,  an  in  iMatioa  of  tbe  baaia  of  the  said  Coaveniioii>  aid 
contrary  to  the  principle  oa  whiek  ii  10  founded. 

It  is  in  vain  that  heavy  fines  be  imposed  and  greater  vigilaaoe  enjoined  to  prevent  the  tiaffic*  shott 
of  the  importetion  into  Bfttiil,  tbe  which*  if  on  thie  one  hand  it  a{^[)ear  to  be  intended  to  damioiah  the 
traffic  OB  the  coast  of  Africa  (even  which  is  so  far  evidently  contrary  to  what  was  attpulatod  by  the  . 
High  Contractiag  Parties)  on  the  other  hand  by  giving  every  security  to  the  merchants  aecoa^pUdiiBg 
tbe  importation»  would  necessarily  augraaot  and  extend  the  Tery  same  traffic. 

If  Brazil,  in  order  to  aug^ment  or  preserve  bar  riches,  cannot  dispense  with  the  continued  import* 
ation  of  AfHcans*  if  this  be  demonstrated  and  useful  to  tbe  country,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  under* 
signed  it  is  not,  the  course  to  be  followed  would  be  to  require  at  once  the  revocation  of  the  Convefttiott 
itsdf,  as  vitally  neceseary  for  the  preservation  of  the  country,  and  also  to  abrogate  the  law  of  the  7th 
November,  1831,  and  not  to  endeavour,  under  specious  pretences,  to  elude  a  Convention  which  ought 
to  be  maintained  by  alLiha  powera  of  the  State* 

The  non-exeeution  of  a  Law,  so  important  as  that  of  the  7th  November^  IBS  I,  is  attributable  mora 
to  negligence  and  protection  than  to  any  real  want  of  the  country,  notwithstanding  tbe  in^MJftgyitf 
measures  taken  in  regard  to  colonization.  If  there  were  an  Administration  resolved  to  execute  the 
Law  in  question*  tbe  Undersigned  ia  convinoed  that  it  (the  Law)  would  not  be  trodden  down  as  it 
has  been,  and  that  sach  an  Administration  taking  the  requisite  precautions,  would  neither  sacrifice  the 
country  nor  place  it  under  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  hideous  commerce  in  Africans.  This,  no 
doubt»  woukl  be  the  principal  object  of  a  prudent  Administration,  desirous  of  promoting  the  material 
improvement  of  the  country,  and  of  supporting  our  institutions.  The  Undersigned,  not  thinking  it 
necessary  to  extend  the  development  of  this  subject,  concludes  that  the  Project  of  the  Senate  altacka 
the  Convention  of  the  2drd  of  November,  18M 

(Signed)  MANOEL  MARIA  DE  AMABJCL, 

(One  of  13  Deputies  for  the  Province  of  Bahia.) 


No.  52. 
Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — {Received  Feb.  13,  1838.) 

My  Lord,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  \9>th  December,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  return  of  the  Vessels 
which  arrived  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  this  harbour,  during  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber>  and  of  their  Cargoes  which  they  had  previously  lan(ied  in  the  vicinity. 

(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclostire  in  No.  52. 


list  of  Slave  Traders  under  the  Portuguese  Flag  for  the  Month  of  November,  1837. 

Bio  de  Janeiro,  December  1st,  1837. 

No.  1,  bng  **  Don  Manoel  de  Portugal,^*  from  Angc^  landed  476  aiavea  at  Marica,  and  there- 
after proceeded  to  Monte  Video,  where  she  landed  a  cargo  of  beef,  and  returned  to  this  Port 

No.  2,  patacfao  ^*  Terceira**  from  Angolla,  landed  334  slaves  at  the  island  of  Taimandoa,  near  St, 
Sehastian,  which  belongs  to  a  Portnguse  named  Vellozo,  partner  of  Ausstacio,  who  was  owner  of  the 
**  Maria  da  Gloria,'*  captured  by  Her  Msjesty's  ship  '*  Snake''  in  the  year  1834.  In  consequence  of 
his  being  the  owner  of  that  vessel  and  cargo  of  slaves,  he  was  ordered  to  leave  the  country,  but  after* 
wards  got  the  order  withdrawn^ 

No.  a,  schocmer  *^  DUigente^'*  from  Angola  landed  312  slaves  at  the  same  island  of  Taimandoa, 
near  St.  Sebaatiaas. 

No.  4,  brig  **  Brillianie,^*  from  Ambris,  landed  479  slaves  at  the  island  of  Taimandoa,  near  St 
Sebastian,  thereafter  proceeded  to  Paranagua,  where  she  took  in  a  cargo  for  Monte  Video,  and  hjtf 
Qow  returned  with  a  cargo  of  beef  from  the  last  port 

No.  5,  brig  **  Antonio,**  from  Angola^  landed  517  slaves  at  Taipio,  near  the  entrance  of  this  port 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

No.  6,  brig  **  Novo  Destino,**  from  Quilimane,  landed  677  slaves  at  Macach^. 

No.  7,  schooner  **  Nympha,**  fronr  Angola,  landed  852  slaves  at  Taipa,  near  the  entrance  of  this 
harbour. 

No.  8,  brig-schooner  *'  Arcaiiio,**  from  Angola,  landed  477  slaves  at  St.  Sebastian,  thereafter 
proceeded  to  Monte  Video,  and  returned  to  this  with  a  cargo  of  beef. 

No.  9,  schooner  '*  Anaerona,'*  from  Angola,  landed  336  slaves  at  Alto  Moira,  near  Taipu. 

No.  10,  Yaig  *^Dms  ae  Fevereiro,*'  from  Angela,  landed  538  slaves  at  Ponta  Negra. 

Totai  numher  of  i^ves  imported  by  10  vessels  as  above,  4498. 


No.  63. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton. 

Sir,  Fmiign  Office,  9Sik  February,  1838. 

Her  Majesty^s  Goremment  have  reason  to  believe,  tiiat  the  Braxiliaa  Isw 
of  the  7th  of  November,  1881,  prohibiting  Slave  Trade,  and  attaching  certain 
ptnalties  to  ike  crime  of  carrying  it  on,  has  been  wholly  ineffectual  for  the  purposes 
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for  which  it  was  expressly  issued.  They  deem  it  their  duty  to  demand  now  from 
the  Brazilian  Government,  formally  and  distinctly,  the  full  and  faithful  execution 
of  the  engagements,  contracted  by  Brazil,  towards  Great  Britain,  by  the  conyention 
which  was  concluded  between  the  two  countries  on  the  23rd  of  November,  1826, 
for  the  abolition  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  of  Brasil. 

I  have  therefore  to  desire  that  you  will,  npon  the  receipt  of  this  Despatch,  de- 
liver in  to  the  Brazilian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  a  note^upon  this  subject,  of 
what  I  send  herewith  to  you  a  draft  for  your  guidance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Hamilton  Hamilton,  Esq., 
Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  53. 
Copy  of  a  Note  to  be  presented  by  Mr.  H.  HamUon  to  the  Brazilian  Government, 
The  Undersized,  Her  Majesty's  Envoy,  &c  has  received  directions  from  his  Government  to 
remind  the  Government  c^  Brazil,  that,  by  the  1st  Article  of  the  Convention  which  was  concluded  on 
the  23rd  of  November,  1826,  between  Great  Britain  and  Brazil,  for  the  abolition  of  the  African  Slave 
Tmde  of  Brazil,  the  Brazilian  Government  engaged,  that  three  years  after  the  rati6cations  of  the  said 
Conventidi  (of  which  the  ratifications  were  exchanged  on  the  13th  of  March,  1827,)  a  law  should  be 
passed  in  Brazil,  declaring  it  unlawful  for  any  Brazilian  subject  to  be  concerned  in  the  carrying  on  of 
the  Afiriean  Shire  Trade,  under  any  pretext  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever ;  and  decreeing  that  the 
varying  on  of  such  trade  after  that  period  by  any  person,  as  subject  of  the  empire  of  Brazil,  should 
be  deemed  and  punbhed  as  piracy. 

The  Undersigned  has  further  been  directed  to  observe  that,  although  on  the  7th  of  November,  1831, 
a  law  was  promulgated  in  Brazil  prohibiting  the  Slave  Trade,  and  attaching  certain  penalties  to  the 
crime  of  carrying  it  on,  that  law  does  not,  however,  declare  slave  trading  to  be  piracy,  and  does  not 
ordain,  that  slave  traders  shall  be  treated  as  pirates  ;  and  as  Her  Majesty^s  Government  hav€  reason 
to  believe,  that  the  above-mentioned  law  has  been  wholly  ineffectual  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing 
the  Brazilian  Slave  Trade,  the  UndersigQed  has  been  directed  to  declare,  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment now  deem  it  their  duty  formaQy  and  distinctly  to  demand  from  the  Brazilian  Government  the 
fiill  and  faithful  execution  of  the  engagement,  contracted  by  the  aforesaid  1st  Article  of  the  Convention 
of  1826. 

The  Undersigned,  &c« 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 


No.  54. 
Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston — (Received  March  5, 1838.) 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  ^\st  December,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  copy  of  a  note  which  I  ad- 
dressed to  the  Brazilian  Government,  with  the  Slave  Trade  Reports  of  September, 
and  which  I  omitted  to  enclose  in  my  Despatch,  of  the  18th  instant,  on  that 
subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON^ 

RightJHon.  Viscount  Pahnerston^  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  £fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  54. 


The  Undersigned  has  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  the 
reports  addressed  to  the  British  Legation  on  slave  importation  during  the  months  of  September  and 
October. 

According  to  these  returns,  and  to  preceding  ones,  since  the  mouth  of  last  June,  it  would  appear 
that  the  importations  from  that  date  have  considerably  diminished.  This,  however^  is  really  not  the 
case.  The  apparent  falling  off  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  Portaria  issued  on  the  1st  of  June,  by 
the  late  Minister  of  Justice,  providing  for  a  more  rigorous  detention  and  examination  of  vessels 
arriving  from  the  Coast  of  Africa ;  which  Portaria,  however  evaded  after  a  time  in  its  essentials,  had 
certainly  the  effect  of  impeding  the  hitherto  unrestrained  ingress  of  slavers  into  this  harbour. 

Foreseeing  the  impediments  which  must  inevitably  arise  to  their  commerce  from  the  strict  execution 
of  this  enactment,  the  parties  interested  in  the  vessels  then  expected  from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  in- 
structed their  Agents  at  the  places  where  the  cargoes  were  to  be  discharged,  not  to  allow  of^he  vessels 
returning  afterwards  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  except  in  cases  of  great  emergency;  but  to  refit  for  another 
voyage  at  their  anchorages  on  the  coast,  their  exportation  cargoes  being  forwarded  to  them  fi^m  hence 
by  smacks.  And  it  has  been  calonlated  that,  in  this  manner,  full  3500  more  slaves  over  and  above 
the  number  expressed  in  the  accompanying  return  for  October  were  landed  on  the  coast  during  that 
month. 

If  the  Portaria  of  June  6th,  however,  was  thus  evaded  in  part,  still  it  appeared  likely  to  co-operate 
materially  towards  the  uUknate  extinction  of  the  traffic ;  and,  certainly,  it  did  produce  a  very  manifeit 
immediate  benefit,  by  traversing  the  speculations  of  the  traders  so  far  as  the  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro 
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was  coucerBed,  and  rendering  their  vessels,  which  had  before  entered  it  with  perfect  impunity,  more 
liable  to  seizure  and  condemnation  at  any  future  coming. 

But  this  Portaria  having  been  superseded  by  others  which  have  re-established  the  defective  system 

originally  in  force,  the  Undersigned  will  not  occupy  the  Minister's  time  by  further  observations  re- 

ganiing  it.     He  will  take  leave  to  state  here  only  a  few  flagrant  circumstances  demonstrating  the  un- 

^   blushing  activity  and  perseverance  with  which  these  traffickers  in  human  flesh  ply  their  horrible  trade, 

at  open  day,  under  the  very  eye  of  the  Brazilian  authorities. 

Within  the  last  few  weeks  a  dep6t  has  been  established  at  the  Bay  of  Jurujuba,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  harbour,  where  upwards  of  1600  newly-imported  slaves  have  been  openly  exposed  for  sale. 

At  the  chacara  of  a  person  named  Albuquerque,  near  to  Pragma  Grande,  there  is  another  depAt, 
where  upwards  of  900  slaves  have  been  on  sale ;  at  the  isle  of  Paqu&ta  is  another,  where  the  sale  of 
new  slaves  is  so  publicly  carried  or,  that  they  are  to  be  seen  exposed  on  the  beach. 

And,  indeed,  so  little  apprehension  have  the  dealers  of  being  punished  for  any  infraction  of  the  laws 
on  this  subject,  how  notorious  soever  it  may  be,  that,  on  the  afbernoon  of  the  3rd  instant,  when  it  was 
yet  daylight,  upwards  of  SO  new  slaves  were  landed  at  the  quay  close  to  the  marine  arsenal,  and, 
accompanied  by  a  number  of  armed  sailors,  were  marched  up  the  Ruados  Pescadores,  one  of  the  most 
public  streets  of  this  city. 

These  overt  acts — and  there  are  others  of  a  different  description  which  also  might  be  adduced — 
must  be  admitted  to  be  conclusive  as  to  the  prosperous  and  advancing  state  of  the  traffic  at  the  present 
juncture ;  and  the  Undersigned,  in  bringing  them  to  the  knowledge  of  Senhbr  Antonio  Peregrino 
Mariel  Monteiro — if  indeed  it  can  be  possible  that  the  Government  should  be  ignorant  of  them — is 
satisfied  that  he  is  only  affording  to  his  Excellency  another  urgent  motive  for  the  exertion  of  his  best 
energies  towards  its  suppression. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  November  SOth^  1837. 

No.   55.  * 

Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  March  5,  1838.) 

JM[y  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  3lst  December,  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch,  of  the  1 5th  August  last,  of  this  series,  I  have 
the  honour  to  transmit,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  the  copy  of  a  note  from  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  AflFairs,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  4th  August,  protesting  against 
the  decision  announced  by  His  Excellency's  predecessor  in  that  Department,  in  his 
circular  of  the  24th  July,  on  the  subject  of  Duties  to  be  levied  in  future  on  British 
Manufactures  suitable  for  the  African  market,  arriving  m  transitu  at  Rio  Janeiro; 
and  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  the  said  note  states,  that  the  Brazilian  Government 
have  rescinded,  after  mature  consideration^  the  above-mentioned  decision  of  Senhor 
de  Montezuma. 

T  havp    ficc 
(Signed)  HAMILTON  HAMILTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerslon,  Q.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  £fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  55. 
(Translation.) 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  in  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  note  which  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton, 
&c.  addressed  to  his  predecessor,  on  the  4th  of  last  Augu^^t,  and  in  which  h«  protested  against  the 
announcement  made  by  the  latter  in  his  note  of  the  24th  July,  respecting  the  dues  of  re-exportation 
and  transhipment  to  be  levied  on  British  merchandise  suitable  for  the  trade  to  the  Coast  of  Africa, 
has  the  honour  to  inform  Mr.  Hamilton  Ham-.Iton,  that  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor 
having  maturely  considered  the  dispositions  of  Art.  10,  §  1  of  the  Law  of  22nd  of  last  October,  has 
ordered  that  the  Department  of  Finance  should  put  into  literal  execution  the  said  Law,  which  relates 
only  to  such  merchandise  as  shall  be  disi)atched  in  the  Custom-houses  of  the  empire  for  re-exportation 
or  transhipment  for  the  Coast  of  Africa,  which,  as  the  Undersigned  has  just  been  informed  by  the 
Minister  of  the  above  Department,  has  been  put  into  practice. 

The  wishes  of  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton  being  in  this  manner  complied  with, 

The  Undersisrned,  &c. 
(Signed)  AN1X)NI0  P.  M.  MONTEIRA. 

No.  56. 
Mr.  Gordon  to  Viscount  Palmer ston — (Received  March  18.) 
My  Lord,  January  19,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  return  of  the  Vessels 
which  arrived  from  the  coast  of  Africa  during  the  month  of  December  last,  and  of 
the  Cargoes  which  they  had  previously  landed  in  the  vicinity  of  this  port. 

From  the  similar  returns  forwarded  to  your  Lordship  by  Her  Majesty's  Lega- 
tion, during  the  courseW  the  year  1837,  it  will  appear,  that  the  Slave  Trade  to  this 
port  is  carried  on  exclusively  by  vessels  under  the  Portuguese  flag.     WiUi  few 
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exceptions,  these  vessels  are  foreign  built,  and,  consequently,  have  no  right  to  be 
recognized  as  Portuguese.  They  have  all  been  purcha!sed  in  Brazil,  or  have  at  one 
period  been  under  the  Brazilian  flag.  The  real  owners  are  either  Brazilian  sub- 
jects, or  Portuguese  residing  in  Brazil.  In  many  instances,  the  domicile  of  the 
reputed  Portuguese  owner  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Consular  Pass  under  which  the 
vessel  is  navigated,  while  in  others  the  owner  is  said  to  be  resident  in  Loanda,  or 
at  some  other  place  on  the  coast  of  Africa* 

During  the  year  1837,  92  vessels  under  the  Portuguese  flag  have  entered  this 
port  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  after  landing  their  cai*goes  of  slaves  in  the  neigh- 
Dourhood.  By  these  vessels  41,616  slaves  have  been  imported ;  this  number-  how 
ever,  is  short  of  the  actual  importation,  because  some  vessels  have  made  two  or  three 
voyBges  during  the  year,  without  having  entered  the  port ;  and  no  account  has  been 
made  of  their  cargoes,  except  for  the  voyage  on  which  £hey  have  entered  to  refit. 
The  real  importation,  therefore,  may  be  estimated  at  not  less  than  46,000. 

With  the  exception  of  3  vessels,  which  landed  their  cargoes  at  Paranagua  (a 
place  where  the  demand  for  slaves  is  very  limited,  and  the  situation  of  which  is  re- 
mote from  any  other  market),  the  whole  of  the  slaves  have  been  landed  on  this 
coast,  within  the  compass  of  less  than  four  degrees  of  latitude ;  namely,  from  Cam- 
pos to  the  north,  to  the  Island  of  St.  Sebastian's  to  the  south,  the  port  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro  being  the  central  point,  and  equidistant  from  each.  This  being  the  case, 
may  I  be  permitted  to  suggest,  that  if  8  or  10  small  fast-sailing  vessels  ot  war  were 
employed  in  cruizing  for  slavers  within  the  limits  just  mentioned,  certain  means 
for  the  effectual  suppression  of  the  trade  with  this  port  would  appear  to  be  attained; 
for  it  seems  scarcely  possible,  that  such  cruizers  should  not  fall  in  with  and  detain 
thegreater  part,  if  not  all»  of  these  lawless  traders. 

Tne  Slave  Trade  with  this  port,  I  regret  to  add,  has  increased  to  a  fearful  and  - 
unprecedented  extent.     In  the  year  1829  (the  last  during  which  this  horrible  traffic 
was  lawful)  the  importations  were  considered  to  be  immense  ;  stUl,  in  that  year, 
the  number  of  slaves  imported  was  only  44,000,  in  105  vessels. 

New  negroes  are  now  openly  exposed  for  sale  in  several  parts  of  the  city,  and  at 
Taquahy,  a  few  leagues  distant,  there  is  established  a  regular  market  for  them, 
exactly  as  before  the  passing  of  the  law  of  November  7,  1831.- 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  GORDON. 

The  Right  Han.  Fiscaunt  Pabnerttm,  G.C.B. 
"Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  56. 


Return  of  Vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trader  which  have  entered  this  Port  under  the  Portuguese 
Flag^  during  the  month  of  December^  1837,  after  having  landed  their  Cargoes  of  Slaves  on  this 
Coast. 

No.  1»  Smack  **  Henriqueta^,"  from  Cape  Lebo;  landed  819  slaves  at  Campos. 

No.  8.  Bark  *'  Quairo  de  Marpo^*^  from  Quilimane,  landed  950  slaves  at  the  Island  of  Tamandoa, 
near  St.  Sebastian's ;  100  slaves  died  during  the  pa8sage»  and  a  number  of  those  landed  were  attacked 
with  ophthalmia. 

Na  3.  Brig  *^Sandade*^  from  Mozambique ;  landed  613  slaves  at  Taipu. 

No.  4.  Smack  **  Vertude*^  from  Angola  ;  landed  350  slaves  at  Ponta  Negra. 

No.  5.  Pantacho  "  Liberal^'*  from  Angola ;  landed  348  slaves  at  St.  Sebastian's. 

No.  6.  Brig  *'  Luzitanot*  from  Mozambique;  hinded  800  slaves  at  Campos:  77  died  during  the 
voyage. 

No,  7.  Schooner  "  Esperanpa^**  from  Angola ;  landed  382  slaves  at  Alto  Moir&o. 

No.  8.  Pfttacbo  **  Dois  dAbrilt*^  from  Angola;  landed  283  slaves  at  Capa  Cabana;  they  passed 
along  the  Praya  Vermelha,  and  were  deposited  at  the  house  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Vasco,  at  the  Glorik. 

No.  9.  Brig  "  Triumfante"  from  Mozambique ;  landed  712  slaves  at  Campos. 

No.  10.  Schooner  *'  Jpsefina^**  from  Angola ;  landed  300  slaves  at  the  Island  of  Tamandua,  and 
then  proceeded  to  Monte  Yideo«  from  whence  she  has  returned  to  this  port  with  only  18  casks  of  tallow. 

No.  11.  Brig  ^'  Triumfo  d^Inveja^**  from  Quiiimane ;  landed  814  slaves  at  Campos. 

No.  12.  Brig  *'  Rio  Zua^**  from  Angola ;  landed  304  slaves  at  St.  Sebastian's ;  she  then  proceeded 
to  Monte  Video,  from  whence  she  has  arrived  here  with  only  a  few  casks  of  tallow. 

No^  18.  Brig  **  Maria  Segunda^^*  from  Angola ;  landed  573  slaves  at  Campos. 

No.  14.  Bark  *'  Veloz,**  from  Angola ;  landed  682  slaves  at  Lepiteba. 

Total  number  of  slaves  imported  by  14  vessels,  as  abovey  7330. 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  July,  1838. 
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No.  57. 
T^scount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Gahao. 

Foreign  Office,  23rd  March,  1838* 
The  Undersigned,  &c.  ha8  received  Her  Majesty's  CSommands  to  request, 
that  Mr.  Galvao,  &c.  will  remind  the  Brazilian  Government,  that  by  the  Ist  Arti- 
cle of  the  Convention  which  was  concluded  on  the  23rd  of  November,  1826,  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Brazil,  for  the  Abolition  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  of 
Brazil,  the  Brazilian  Government  engaged,  that  3  years  after  the  Ratifications  of 
the  said  Convention  (of  which  the  Ratifications  were  exchanged  on  the  15th  of 
March,  1827),  a  Law  should  be  passed  in  Brazil,  declaring  it  unlawful  for  any 
Brazilian  subject  to  be  concerned  m  the  carrying  on  of  the  AMcan  Slave  Trade, 
under  any  pretext,  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever ;  and  decreeing  that  the  carrying 
on  of  such  Trade  after  that  period  by  any  person,-^a  subject  of  the  Empire  of 
Brazil, — should  be  deemed  and  treated  as  piracy. 

The  Undersigned  has  further  been  commanded  to  observe,  that  although,  on 
the  7th  of  November,  1831,  a  Law  was  promulgated  in  Brazil,  prohibiting  the 
Slave  Trade,  and  attaching  certain  penalties  to  uie  crime  of  carrying  it  on,  that 
Law  does  not,  however,  declare  Slave  Trading  to  be  piracy,  and  does  not  ordain 
that  Slave  Traders  shall  be  treated  as  pirates ;  and,  as  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  reason  to  believe^  that  the  above-mentioned  liaw  has  been  wholly  ineffectual 
for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  Brazilian  Slave  Trade,  the  Undersigned  is 
commanded  to  declare,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  now  deem  it  their  duty, 
formally  and  distinctly,  to  demand  from  the  Brazilian  Government  the  full  and 
faithful  execution  of  the  engagement  contracted  by  the  aforesaid  1st  Article  of  the 
Convention  of  1826. 

X  have   &^c 
Mr.  Gahao,  (Signed)         '  PALMERSTON. 

8{c.     Sfc. 


No.  58. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Gordon. 

Sir,  *  Foreign  Office,  26th  March,  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  yoiu-  Despatch  marked  Slave  Trade,  of  the  19th  January 
last,  on  the  subject  of  the  Laws  of  Brazil  for  the  suppression  of  the  Sia;ve  Trade. 

I  have  already,  by  Her  Majesty's  Command,  stated  to  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton, 
under  date  of  the  28th  of  February,  1838,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  Law  of  the  7th  of  November,  1831,  has  been  wholly 
ineffectual  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  expressly  issued ;  and  I  instructed 
Mr.  H.  Hamilton  to  demand,  formally  and  distinctly,  from  the  Brazilian  Govern- 
ment the  full  and  faithful  execution  of  the  engagements,  which  BraziL  had  con- 
tracted towards  Great  Britain  by  the  1st  Article  of  the  Convention  of  the  23rd  of 
November,  1836 ;  that,  3  years  after  the  Ratifications  of  that  Convention,  a  Law 
should  be  passed  in  Brazil,  declaring  that  the  carrying  on  of  the  Slave  TVade  by 
any  person, — a  subject  of  the  Empire  of  Brazil,— should  be  deemed  and  treated  as 
piracy. 

I  enclose  herewith  to  you  a  Copy  of  the  Note,  which  Mr.  Hamilton  was  directed 
to  present  to  the  Brazilian  Government  on  this  subject ;  and,  in  the  event  of  its  not 
having  reached  Brazil  previously  to  your  receiving  this  Despatch,  or  if  any  other 
cause  should  have  prevented  or  delayed  the  presentation  of  the  Note  in  question, 
you  will  lose  no  time,  after  the  receipt  of  this  Instruction,  in  presenting  such  Note 
to  the  Brazilian  Government. 

I  have,  &c. 
George  Gordon,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.     Sfc.     Sfc. 


No.  59. 
M,  Galvdo  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  April  ^th,  1838.) 

My  Lord,  York  Terrace,  fe  3  Avril,  1837. 

Le  Soussignfe,  Envoy^  Extraordinaire,  et  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  de 
S.  M.  L'Empereur  du  Brfesil,  a  Phonneur  d'accuser  la  reception  de  la  note,  que 
son  Excellence  Mr.  le  Vicomte  Palmerston,  Principal  Secretaire  d'Etat  de  Sa 
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Majesty  Bntamiique  an  Depaitement  des  Affaires  Etrangeres,  lui  adresea,  d*ardre 
de  Sa  Majeete  Britannique,  lui  demandant  de  rappeler  au  Gouvernement  Imperial, 
que  pari' Article  1"  de  la  Convention  qui  a  6te  conclue  le  23  Novembre,  1826, 
entre  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  le  Bresil,  pour  I'abolition  du  commerce  des  esclaves 
Africains  fait  par  le  Bresil,  le  Gouvernement  ImpMal  s'est  engage  h  faire  passer 
one  Loi,  trois  ans  apres  la  Ratification  de  la  dite  Convention  (dont  les  Ratifica^ 
tions  ont^t&  Echangees,  le  13  Mars,  1837),  declarant  ilUcite  aux  sujets  Bresiliens 
de  prendre  aucune  part  dans  le  commerce  des  esclaves  Afiricains,  sous  aucun  pre* 
texte,  et  d'aucune  maniere  que  ce  fut,  et  dteretant  qu'un  tel  commerce  fait  apr^ 
cette  epoque  par  des  sujets  de  Tflmpire  du  Bresil  serait  juge  et  traite  comme 
piraterie. 

Son  Excellence  a  re^u  en  outre  Tordre  de  lui  rappeler,  que,  quoiqu'une  loi  ait 
ktk  promulguee  au  Bresil,  prohibant  le  commerce  des  esclaves,  et  6tablissant  cer- 
taines  peines  contre  le  crime  de  continuer  avec  ce  ccmunerce,  cette  loi  ne  Ta  pas 
n^anmoins  declare  piraterie,  et  n*ordonne  pas  que  ceux  qui  le  feraient  seraient 
traites  comme  des  pirates ;  et  comme  le  Gouvernement  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique 
a  raison  de  croire,  que  la  loi  audessus  mentionn&e  a  eiJk  enti^rement  inefficace  pour 
la  suppression  du  commerce  Bresilien  des  esclaves,  son  Ei^cellence  avait  I'ordre  de 
declarer  que  le  Gouvernement  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  a  maintenant  jug6  de 
son  devoir  exiger  formellement  et  distinctivement  du  Gouvernement  Imperial 
Texecution  claire  et  fiddle  de  I'engagement  contenu  dans  le  1"  Article  de  la  dite 
Convention  de  1826. 

Le  Soussign6  s'empressera  de  transmettre  la  note  de  son  Excellence  Mr.  le 
Vicomte  Pal9ierston  k  son  Gouvernement,  qui  la  prendra  d'autant  plus  dans  sa 
consideration,  qu'il  a  en  quelque  sort  anticip^  les  desirs  du  Gouvernement  de  Sa 
Majesty  Britannique,  en  renouvelant  au  soussign^  Tordre  de  soliciter  du  Gouverne- 
ment de  la  Reine,  sa  puissante  cooperation  pour  que  le  Portugal,  dont  le  pavilion 
wotege  les  traficants  d'esclaves  se  prete  a  signer  une  Convention  avec  la  Grande 
JBretagne  par  laqaelle  les  navires  rencontr^  sur  la  haute  mer  avec  des  esclaves 
soient  declare  pirates ;  le  soussign^  a  I'ordre  de  souscrire  imm6diatement  a  une 
telle  Convention,  et  son  Gouvernement  a  vu  avec  regret  echouer  tons  les  efforts 
que  les  deux  Gouvemements  ont  £But  jusqu'ici,  pour  atteindre  une  fin  si  salutaire ; 
ce  que  le  soussign^,  d^j^  deu;^  fois,  a  eu  Thonneur  de  communiquer  k  son 
Excellence. 

C^est  la  fenne  conviction  du  Gouvernement  Imperial  que,  sans  cette  mesure 
pr^liminaire  toutes  les  autres  que  le  meme  Gouvernement  prendrait  festeraient 
sans  effet :  et  cette  reclamation  lui  semble  d'autant  plus  juste,  et  son  opinion 
d'autant  plus  bien  fondee  qu'il  est  de  simple  intuition,  que  le  Gouvernement  de  Sa 
Majeste  Trds  Fiddle  ne  pent  pas  meme  alleguer  en  sa  defense  des  prejug6s  inve- 
teres,  ni  de  la  resistence  d'une  population  agricole,  accoutumfee  depuis  des  si^cles 
i^juger legitime  ce  qi^'une  loi  tres  recente  a  declare  ne  I'^tait  pas;  de  maniere  que 
le  commerce  des  esclaves  dejk  abominable  de  sa  nature  devient  plus  abominable 
encore  prot^g4  par  un  pavilion  etranger  dans  I'Amerique  du  Sud. 

Sur  un  objet  d'un  si  vaste  interet  le  soussign6  espfire  encore  avoir  I'honneur  de 
soliciter  Tattention  de  son  Excellence, 

Le  soussigne  saisit  cette  occasion,  &c. 

(Signfe)  M.  A.  GALVAO. 

d  Son  EtCeeHence  M.  ^Le  P^comte  Palmerston^  G.  Cf.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 

My  Lord,  York  Terrace,  April  3,  1838. 

The  undersigned,  &c.  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
which  his  Excdllency  Viscount  Palmerston,  &c.  addressed  to  him  by  command 
of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  requiring  him  to  remind  the  Imperial  Government, 
that  by  the  first  Article  of  the  Convention,  concluded  Nov.  23,  1826,  between 
Great  Britain  and  Brazil,  for  the  abolition  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  of  Brazil, 
the  Imperial  Government  engaged  to  cause  a  law  to  be  passed,  three  years  after 
the  exchange  of  the  Ratifications  of  that  Convention  (which  exchange  took  place 
March  13,  1827),  declaring  it  unlan^ul  for  Brazilian  subjects  to  take  any  part  in 
the  African  Slave  Trade,  under  any  pretext,  and  in  any  manner  whatever,  and 
decreeing  that  any  such  traffic  carried  on  after  that  time  by  subjects  of  the  empire 
of  JBrazil,  should  be  deemed  and  treated  as  piracy. 
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His  Excellency  has  further  been  commanded  to  remind  the  undersigned,  that 
though  a  kw  has  been  pronnilgated  in  Brasil,  fwbiddin^  the  slave  trade,  and  esta- 
blisUng  certain  punishments  for  the  crime  of  continmng  to  carry  on  that  traffic, 
yet  that  this  law  does  not  declare  it  to  be  piracy,  and  denes  not  ordain  that  those 
who  engage  therein  shall  be  treated  as  pirates ;  and  as  the  €royernment  of  Her 
Britanmc  Majesty  has  reason  to  believe,  that  the  law  above-mentioned  has  been 
entirely  inefficacious  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  of  Bi*azil,  his  Excel* 
lency  has  been  commanded  to  declare,  that  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government 
has  now  judged  it  right  to  exact  formally  and  distinctly  from  the  Imperial  Govern 
meht  the  clear  and  faithful  execution  of  the  engagement,  contained  in  the  first 
Article  of  the  said  Convention  of  1826. 

The  undersigned  will  hasten  to  transmit  the  note  of  his  Excellency  Viscount 
Palmerston  to  his  Government,  who  will  the  more  readily  take  it  into  consideration, 
as  it  has  in  some  measure  anticipated  the  wishes  of  the  Grovernment  of  Her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  by  renewing  its  order  to  the  undersigned  to  solicit  the  powerful 
aid  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  inducing  Portugal,  whose  fl^  protects  the 
Slave  Traders,  to  sign  a  Convention  with  Great  Britain,  by  which  vessels  found 
on  the  faighi^ear,  with  sfasres  ott  boMrd,  mw  be  declaimed  to  be  pirates :  the  under- 
signed has  b*een  ordered  to  accede  immediately  to  such  a  Convention,  and  Ms 
Government  has  seen  with  regret  the  failure  of  all  the  efforts  hitherto  made  by  the 
two  Governments  for  the  attainment  of  so  salutary  an  object;  this  the  undersigned 
has  already  had  the  honour  to  communicate  twice  to  his  Excellency. 

It  is  the  firm  conviction  of  the  Imperial  Government,  that,  without  this  prelimi- 
nary measure,  all  the  others  whkh  it  might  take  would  remain  ineffectual :  and 
the  present  demand  appears  to  be  the  more  just,  and  their  opinion  the  better 
founded,  because  it  is  plain  that  Her  Most  Faithful  Mi^festy's  Government  cannot 
even  allege  in  her  defence  the  inveterate  prejudices  or  the  opposition  of  an  agricul- 
tural population,  accustomed  for  ages  to  consider  lawful  that  whidi  a  very  recent 
law  has  declared  to  be  no  longer  .so ;  so  that  the  slave  trade,,  already  abominable 
in  its  Tcry  nature,  becomes  even  more  abominable,  protected  as  it  is  by  a  foreign 
flag,  in  South  America. 

The  undersigned  hopes  again  to  have  the  honour  of  soliciting  his  ExcaUency'a 
attention  to  this  vastly  important  subject. 

The  undersigned  takes,  &c.  .  . 

(Signed)  M.  A.  GALVAa 

I7i€  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  Q.C.B. 
%€.  Sfc.   '  8fc. 


No.  60. 

Viscount  PdUmerston  to  M.  Qalvao. 

Foreign  Office,  I6th  April  1838. 
Tbe  Undersigned,  &c.  has  received  the  note  which  was  addressed  to  him 
cm  the  3rd  instant,  by  M.  Galvao,  &c.  in  acknowledgment  of  the  note  which  was 
addressed  to  M.  Galvao,  by  the  undersigned,  on  the  ^rd  of  March,  1838 ;  stating, 
by  command  of  Her  Majesty,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  now  de^n  it  their 
duty  formally  and  distinctly  to  demand  from  the  Brazilian  Government,  the  full 
and  faithful  execution  of  the  engagement  contracted  by  the  first  Artide  of  the 
Convention  of  the  23rd  of  November,  1826,  between  Great.  Britain  and  Brazil,  for 
the  abolition  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  of  Brazil. 

The  undersigned  waits  for  the  reply  which  the  Government  of  Brazil  may  make 
to  the  communication  of  his  note  of  the  23i-d  of  March,  and  trusts  in  the  honour 
and  justice  of  the  Brazilian  Government,  that  the  reply  will  be  sat^factory. 

The  undersigned  observes,  in  the  mean  time,  with  satisfaction,  in  M.  Galvao's 
note,  that  M.  Galvao  is  authorized  to  subscribe,  at  once,  on  the  part  of  Brazil,  to 
a  Convention  to  be  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  for  the  effec- 
tufid  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  of  Portugal. 

The  undersigned  can  assure  M.  Galvao,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  is 
omitting  no  effort  to  induce  the  Portuguese  Government  to  sign  such  a  Treaty  as 
that  which  is  mentioned  by  M.  Gralvao. 

The  undersigned,  &c. 
to  M.  Galvao,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.      Sfc. 
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yUamnt  FiUmersi^nto  Mr.  Owehy. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  28,  1838. 

I  OBSERVE^  by  an  Enclosure  in  Mr.  Hamilton's  Despatch  Slave  Trade,  of 
April  18,  I837>  that  M.  Limpo  de  Ahreo  encouraged  a  hope,  that  the  Brazilian 
Government  may  eventually  permit  a  hulk  to  be  stationed  in  the  harbour  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  for  the  reception  of  such  negroes  as  shall  be  captui-ed  by  Her  Majesty's 
cruizers,  and  sent  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  for  adjudication. 

I  have  to  instruct  you  to  repeat  to  the  Brazilian  Minister  the  application  which 
Mr.  Hamilton  had  made  upon  this  head ;  and,  as  the  measure  in  question  has  no 
other  object  in  view  than  to  mitigate  the  suffering  of  the  detained  negroes,  I  feel 
confident  that  the  Brazil  Government  will  not  remse  their  consent  to  it, 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

W.  G.  Ouseley,  Esq. 

No.  62. 
yUcount  Pabnerstofi  to  Mr.  OuMeley. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  28,  1838. 

You  will  perceive  by  my  Despatch  to  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton^  marked 
Slave  Trade,  of  the  4th  of  December,  1837,  that  I  approved  of  the  intention  whidi 
Mr.  Hamilton  has  expressed,  of  protesting  against  me  Law  proposed  by  the  Mar- 

2uiB  de  Barbacena  on  Slave  Trade,  if  it  should  be  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of 
(razil. 

You  will  be  guided  by  those  instru^ons  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  the  event  of  the 
proposed  Law  passing  the  Brazilian  Legislature  in  its  present  form ;  and  you  will 
acoordmgly,  in  such  casc^,  protest  against  that  Law,  as  containing  provisions  adverse 
to  the  tenor  and  spirit  of  the  Conventions  on  Slave  Trade,  which  subsist  between 
Great  Britain  and  Brazil. 

I  am,  &c. 
fF.  d  OuseJey,  Esy.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

SfC.         ifC.        SfC.  ' 


No.  63. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Omeley. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  SOtli  April,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  under  flying  seal,  an  Instruction,*  which  I 
have  addressed  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  relative  to  the 
cases  of  vessels  which,  though  bearing  the  Flag  of  Portugal,  are  not  entitled  by 
that  feet  to  be  exempted  from  the  pendties,  to  which  they  would  be  otherwise  liable, 
for  being  concerned  in  Slave  Trade ;  but  may,  under  the  circumstances  specified  in 
the  enclosed  Instructions,  be  adjudged  and  condemned  by  the  Mixed  Court  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  under  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Brazil,  for  the  suppression 
ofthe  Slave  Trade.  ^ 

You  will  commnnicate  to  the  Government  of  Brazil  the  Instructions,  which  I 
have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  on  this  subject ; 
and  yoU'Will  express  to  them  the  confident  expectation  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that  the  uovemment  of  Brazil  will  give  corresponding  Instructions  to  the 
Brazilian  Members  of  the  Mixed  Court  sitting  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  furtherance 
of  the  common  desire  of  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Brazil,  and  Portugal, 
to  put  down  the  Trade  in  Slaves. 

I  am,  &c. 
fr.  G.  Omeley,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

SfC.    SfC.     SfC. 

*  Despatch  to  Her  Majesty* s  Commissioners  at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
Foreigii  Office,  SOth  April,  1888.  ' 
(Class  A.  of  this  Series,  p.  93,  No.  67.) 
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No.  64. 
Mr.  Qmml  JVaU^  toFiscount  Palmerston.— {Received  April  9,  1838.) 

JVIy  Lord,  British  Consulate,  Pemambucoy  Feb.  15,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  IfoDour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  transcript  from  a  Letter 
which  I  addressed  to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on 
the  21st  of  October  of-last  year,  to  draw  his  Excellency's  attention  to  the  opinion 
einitf.ed  by  Senhor  Vasconcellos  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  Brasi]. 

That  opinion  has  been  formally  declared  by  the  Provincial  Legislative  Assembly 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  their  Representation  of  the  17th  of  last  November,  to  the 
General  Legislative  Representation  of  the  Nation,  copy  and  translation^  of  which 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship. 

The  Editor  of  the  ''Jornal  do  Commercio,"  whence  that  representation  has 
b^en  tak^Ei,  declares  that  this  important  subject  has  already  passed  the  Senate,  and 
that  there  is  every  probabihty  it  wiU.  be  made  law  in  the  next  sessions  of  the  Legis- 
lature, to  annul  the  enactip^it  of  the  7th  of  November,  1831,  which  profaitnts  the 
Slave  Trade  in  Brazil  under  severe  penalties. 
-  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  WATTS, 

Her  Britannic  Mcfjesty's  Consul. 
The  Right  Hon.  Visommt  Paln^stan,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  64. 


Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Mr,  ConnU  Watts  to  His  Excellency  Hamilton  Hamilton,  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Minister  ai  the  Court  cf  Rio  de  Janeiro^  dated  the  27th  of  October^  marked  ^*  Slave 
Trade;'  No.  5. 

Sir, 

Although  it  cannot  have  escaped  your  vigilance,  allow  me  to  fix  the  attention  of  your  Excel- 
lency to  the  speech  of  Senhor  Bernardo  Pereirde  Vasconcellos,  (now  the  Minister  of  the  EJmpire,  ia 
the  Administration  recently  formed)  which  appeared  in  the  **  Jomal  de  Commerdo**  of  the  19th  of 
August  last,  No.  182,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract,  declaratory  of  his  sentiments  on  the 
sutgect  of  the  Slave  TVade,  now  so  actively  pursued  all  along  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

(Translatbn«) 

Nor  does  the  wish  to  expel  European  labour,  and  to  deter  the  entrance  of  Africans,  appear  to  me 
very  consistent ;  we  shall  thus  have  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  and  what  will  then  be  the  produce  of 
our  industry.  I  wished  to  oflfer  my  opinion  in  respect  of  the  importers  of  African  hands,  and  I  insist 
that  it  seems  to  me  I  dissent  from  my  illustrious  colleagues,  although  the  English  may  carry  Into 
effect  that  Treaty,  imposed  upon  us  by  violence,  in  abuse  of  their  prepotency,  but  that  we 'should 
co-operate  with  the  Elnglish  in  their  speculations  emblazoned  with  the  name  of  humanity,  is  not 
reasonable,  nor  does  it  acc<nrd  with  the  feelmgs  of  the  Brazilian  heart,  which  have  been  excited  by  so 
many  violences. 

(A  true  Copy  and  Translation.) 

(Signed)  EDWARD  WATTS, 

To  Viscount  Pahnerston,  G.C.B,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ConsuL 

Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  64. 
(Translation.) 
Representation  of  the  Provincial  Legislative  Assembly  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  respecting  the  Slave  Trade. 

Palace  of  the  Provincial  Legislative  Assembly  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 

the  11th  of  November,  1837. 
August  and  most  worthy  REPRESENTXTrvEs  of  the  Nation, 

The  Provincial  Legislative  Assembly  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  taking  into  due  consideration  the 
representations  of  the  several  Municipal  Chambers  of  this  Province,  and  exercising  the  righ^  granted, 
or  rather  fulfilling  the  obligation  incumbent  on  them  by  the  9th  clause  of  the  additional  Act  represent 
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to  the  Oeneral  Legislative  Assembly  the  urgreat  neeessitj  for  the  repeiU  of  the  Isw  of  ^  7 A  November 
ofthe  year  188 1.  • 

That  law,  admitting  it  to  be  dictated  by  feelings  of  humanity,  &r  from  producing  the  salutary 
effect  expected  to  be  derived  from  It,  has  been  the  cause  of  irreparable  evils,  which  are  every  where 
being  felt,  and  which  are  openhig  an  abyss  of  others  still  greater,  whose  terrific  consequences  can 
easily  be  foreseen,  should  IMvine  Providence  not  continue  to  protect  Brazil. 

The  introduction  of  Africans  has  not  been  impeded  by  that  Law,  nor  even  in  part  diminished,  but 
on  the  contrary  the  traffic  has  continued  and  still  continues  with  impunity,  notwithstanding  the 
vi^lant  efforts  of  public  authority  to  impede  their  introduction,  being  able  to  punish  the  infractors. 

This  subservience  of  the  law  of  the  7th  of  November  has  nothing  in  it  extraordinary,  nor  does  it 
form  a  solitary  example  in  the  history  of  legislation,  but  rather  must  be  held  as  a  eonmon  occurrence,  . 
smee  it  derives  its  source  from  the  natural  and  irresistible  course  of  human  affairs. 

The  interests,  the  habits,  the  opinions  of  many  centuries,  have  all  combined  to  persuade  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  tlmt  it  is  impossible  to  dispense  with  the  labour  of  slavey ;  and  at  least  the 
agricultural  class,  the  greatest  and  the  most  important,  particularly  feel  this  necessity,  and  if  it  be  an 
admitted  truth  that  this  opinion  does  actually  exist  among  the  majority  of  the  populatioo,  one  is  force 
to  acknowledge  that  nothing  is  more  common  in  the  natural  course  of  things  than  a  desire  to  acquir 
the  labour  of  slaves,  in  defiance  of  $dl  risks,  since  the  law  to  acquire  a  couvenient  and  more  certain 
subsistence  is  unquestionably  implanted  by  Nature  in  the  heart  of  man,  and,  these  circumstances 
weighed,  nothing  is  likewise  more  natural  than  the  discouragement,  the  lukewarmness,  and  the 
neglect  of  all  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  execute  a  law,  sudi  as  that  of  the  7th  of  November,  against 
which  the  predomiuant  opinion  of  the  country  has  been  so  openly  pronounced,  and  much  more  so 
when  it  is  observed  that  the  infractors  are  so  numerous  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  punish  them 
effectually,  without  incurring  the  risk  of  producing  a  deplorable  public  calamity. 

Nor  let  it  be  said,  that  the  majority  who  thus  think  are  in  error,  and  that  their  true  interests  require 
the  abstaining  from  the  use  of  slave  labour;  for  even  allowing  it  to  be  so,  the  law  of  the  7th  of 
November  cannot  continue  to  subsist,  since  it  is  a  certain  principle  in  legislative  science  that  errors, 
or  prejudices  among  nations  deepfy-rooted  by  habits  of  a  length  of  years,  should  not  be  openly 
impugned,  but  by  indirect  means  calculated  to  enlighten  the  people  and  to  turn  them  insensibly  from 
those  errors  or  prejudices  which  it  becomes  expedient  to  eradicate,  and  much  more  so  if  they  are  linked 
with  great  popular  interests,  although  they  may  be  more  specious  than  real.  This  principle  is  quite 
applicable  to  the  law  of  the  7th  of  November. 

These  considerations  are  enforced  by  another  principle  which  admits  of  no  exception,  criminal 
prohibitory  laws  should  not  be  enacted,  the  infringement  of  which  may  probably  produce  an  increased 
number  of  infractors,  rendering  their  punishment  impracticable ;  the  result  of  such  laws  is  necessarily 
impunity,  which  adds  to  the  number  of  infractors,  and  nothing  can  be  more  demoralizing  than  a 
Society  accustomed  to  violate  unpunished  the  laws.  And  if  it  fa^  a  painful  fact,  but  which  cannot  be 
dissimulated,  that  the  infractors  ofthe  law  ofthe  Tth  of  November  are  so  many  that  their  punishment 
is  absolutely  impracticable,  and  much  more  so  since  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  their  number 
must  increase  day  by  day,  and  be  augmented,  how  can  the  continuance  of  the  same  law  be  allowed, 
without  committing  the  gross  political  error  of  desiring,  and  even  of  promoting  the  demoralization  of 
the  country  with  all  its  inevitable  consequences. 

If,  finally,  our  view  be  extended  to  an  epoch  of  dangerous  reaction,  in  which  the  law  of  the  7th  of 
November  can  have  sufficient  vigour  to  become  effective  in  all  its  clauses,  what  heart,  truly  Brazilian, 
could  have  the  ferocity  of  a  tiger  to  let  tears  of  blood  be  shed  on  the  scene  of  horrors  that  a  futurity 
so  alarming  menances.  And  to  contemplate  the  painfiil  sufferings  of  thousands  of  useful  citizens, 
condemned  to  end  their  laborious  days  in  galling  fetters,  which  they  had  employed  in  the  production 
of  ample  revenues  with  which  the  cduntry  that  thus  punished  their  errors,  was  nourished,  aggran- 
dized and  prospered,  the  fields  without  cultivators,  the  villagers  desolate. 

For  all  these  weighty  reasons,  and  others  which  are  not  mentioned,  since  ihey  are  better  felt  than 
expressed,  the  Provincial  Legislative  Assembly  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  hope  that  the  august  and  most 
worthy  representatives  of  the  nation  will  be  pleased  favourably  to  receive  the  present 'representation  in 
which  all  Brazil,  and  especially  the  Province  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  have  an  interest  and  claim  as 
expedient 


(A  correct  Translation.) 


J.  CLEMENTO  PEREIRA. 
J.  J.  VAY  VEIRA. 
J.  C.  MONTEIRO. 

EDWARD  WATTS. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty*  s  CansuL 


No.  65. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  fVhateky. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  24,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  the  copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Her  Majesty's 
Commissioners  at  Sierra  Leone,  relating  to  the  case  of  the  Spanish  brig  "  General 
Ricafort/"  condemned  at  Sierra  Leone  on  a  charge  of  being  concerned  in  Slave 
Trade.  ^ 

My  object  in  sending  you  this  Despatch  is,  to  draw  your  particular  attentioo 
to  the  statement  of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  that  they  have  not  found,  among 
the  papers  of  any  vessels  whichi  having  cleared  out  from  Bahia,  had  subsequently 
been  brought  before  the  Mixed  Court  of  which  they  are  members,  a  manifest  ofthe 
cargo  shipped  at  the  Port  from  which  the  vessels  cleared  out. 

The  Conunissioners  add,  that  on  being  questioned  as  to  the  practice  at  Bahia, 
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the  parties  have  denied  that  any  such  document  as  a  Manifest,  or  descriptive  clear- 
ance of  a  cargo,  had  been  issued  at  Bahia  in  these  cases. 

The  Commissioners  observe,  that  the  absence  of  any  document  of  the  nature  of  a 
Manifest,  seems  very  irregular ;  and  adds  materially  to  the  difficulties  of  arriving 
at  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  the  voyage  in  which  the  vessel  is 

I  have  to  desire,  that  you  will  aoq^iaiift  im^im  the  practice  which  prevails  upon 
this  subject  at  Bahia,  in  order  that  I  may  give  the  desired  information  to  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners.         '  ^*—  .,.^^^**«**. 

I  have  &c  ^ 

..  ^Signed)  '         PALMERSTON. 
John  TVhateJejfy  Esq. 
British  Vice^Ccnsufi  ^x  ,  '  .<   ,     .   ?    ^        ,  ,     ,'1  ..•.*'■- 


Enclosure  in  Np.t6£. 

The^Sierra  Leone  Commiikioners  to  Vt»eottni  iMMinidft'. 
September  f,  18S7. 
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No.  66. 
Vuamnt  Pabn&rstm  to  Count  Sebastiani. 

Foreign  Office,  January  17, 1838* 
The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  transmit  to  his  Excellency  the 
Count  Sebastian!,  &c.,  Uie  accompanying  extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Her  Majesty's 
Consul-General  in  Egypt,  relative  to  the  traffic  in  slaves,  which  is  alleged  to  be 
carried  on  in  Eastern  Amca,  by  French  subjects  resident  at  Cairo. 

Itie  Undersigned^  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Hu  Eofcelleney  Count  Sebastiani, 

Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  66. 


Ejlraci  of  a  Despalchfrom  Colonel  Campbell  to  Viscount  Palmersion,  dated  Cairo,  Dec.  1, 1887. 

(See  No.  81.) 


No.  67. 
Viscount  Paimerston  to  Earl  Granville. 
My  Lord.  Foreign  Office,  27th  February,  1838. 

I  HATE  to  desire  that  your  Excellency  will  again  request  the  attention  of 
the  French  Government  to  the  draft  of  a  Slave  Trade  Treaty,  to  be  proposed  to 
Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  and  which  has  now,  since  May,  1836,  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  French  Government. 

More  than  a  twelvemonth  has  now  passed  since,  in  answer  to  two  pressing  re- 
presentations made  by  you  on  this  subject  to  the  French  Minister,  your  Excellency 
received  an  assurance,  that  the  orders  of  the  King  of  the  French  would  shortly  be 
taken  upon  the  subject. 

You  will  express  the  hope  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  the  stipulations 
of  the  proposed  draft  of  treaty  may  be  found  unobjectionable,  and  that  the  French 
Ambassador  at  London  may  be  authorised  to  propose  the  same  in  conference,  con- 
jointly with  myself,  to  the  representatives  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia.  You 
will  state,  that  this  is  a  matter  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  much  at 
heart,  and  which  excites  the  deepest  interest  in  this  country ;  and  you  will  say,  that 
it  will  afford  Her  Majesty's  Government  very  great  and  sincere  satisfaction,  to  be 
able  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  satisfactory  termination  in  co-operation  with  the 
Government  of  France. 

T  nAiTA     &C 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

To  Earl  Granville, 


No.  68. 
Count  Sebastiani  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  March  6.) 

My  Lord,  Hertford  House,  ce  5  Mars,  1838. 

J'ai  rhonneur  de  transmettre  k  votre  Excellence  copie  d'un  rapport  fait 
k  son  retour  en  France  par  le  Sieur  Fabre,  Capitaine  de  la  goelette  Fran9aise 
"  L" Africaine^'  au  sujet  de  vexations  qu'il  aurait  subies  de  la  part  d'un  enseigne 
Class  B.— Further  Series.  I 
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de  vaisseau  du  brick-de-guerre  Anglais  "  le  Childers,"   en  station  sur  la  cote 
d'Afrique. 

Je  suis  charge  par  mon  Gouvernement  d'appeler  sur  ce  document  I'attention 
sferieuse  de  votre  Excellence,  et  de  lui  demander,  conformement  k  Particle  9  de  la 
Convention  du  30  Norembre,  1833,  relative  k  la  repression  de  la  traite,  que  le 
faits  signales  soient  Fobjet  d'une  eQqui£te,-^t'inoli¥ent,  s'il  y  a  lieu,  la  punition  de 
Tofficier  auquel  ils  sont  attribues. 

J'ai  rUoaiMur,  &c. 

(Signe)  H.  SEBA8TIANI. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fo. 


(Translation.) 

My  Lord,        ^  Hertford  Homey  March  5, 1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  copy  of  a  statemeni 
made  on  his  return  to  France  by  Mr.  .Fabre,  Captain  of  the  French  schoonec 
"  T Afrtcaine^  on  the  subject  of  vexatious  treatment,  to  which,  it  appears,  he  has 
been  subjectai  by  a  Midshipman  of  the  English  brig-of-war,  "  Childers/'  stationed 
on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

I  am  charged  by  my  Government  to  call  the  serfous  attention  of  your  Excel- 
lency to  this  Document,  and  to  demand,  in  conformity  mth  the  9th  Article  of  the 
Convention  of  November  30,  1833,  relative  to  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
that  the  facts  stated  may  be  made  the  subject  of  an  investigation,  and,  if  need  be, 
may  give  rise  to  the  punishment  of  the  Officer  to  whom  they  are  attributed. 

(Signed)      '       '    H.  SEBASTIANI. 


Enclosure  in  No.  68. 


Rapport  du  Capitaine  du  Navire  **  I'Africaine,"  du-fort  de  86  ionneaux.  Armateurs  MM.  Vor.  et  Ls. 
Remyjrere^^et  Je(tn  Dovelly.  Parti  de  Marseille  le  19  Mars^  1837,  pour  la  CSte  Ocddmt&U 
dAfriquey  et  de  retour  d  Marseille  le2l  Jan.  1888. 

Marseille^  ce  22  Janvier^  1838. 
La  goelette  "  PAfricame"  partie  de  ^(arseille  le  19  Mars  dernier,  arriv«ie  sur  la  Hade  de 
Guittfindar  le  7  Avril  suivant,  remit  sa  lettre  pour  la  coionie,  et'repartit  le  mdme  jour  pout  Goie^,  elk" 
elle  arriva  le  lendemain.  Apres  un  s^jouf  de  4  k  6  jouis  sur  oette  rad^  et  y  avoir  embarqu^  quelques' 
merchandises,  elle  mit  k  la  voile  pour  se  rendre  asa  destination,  les  oolonies  Portogiises  de  la  Guhl^ 
m(^ridionale.  Elle  arriva  k  St  Paul  de  Loanda  le  24  Juin  auivant,  y  tit  quelquea  op^raUons  de  com- 
merce, et  parcourut  de  \k  les  t^tablisseinehs  de  Novo  Redondo  et  St.  Philippe  de  Benguela:  elle  fiit 
de  xetour  ^  St.  Paul  de  Loando  dans  les  premiers  jours  de  Septembre,  d*oh  elle  partit  le  23  dudit 
pour  se  rendre  k  St.  Thomt^,  et  y  achever  la  vente  de  sa  cargaison;  elle  arriva  a  9t.  Thom^  le  1- 
Octobre,  et  en  repartit  le  16  du  dit  pour  Ahra  (Cdte  d'Or)^ 

Le  23  du  mi^me  mois,  sur  le  m^ridien  de  Wydha,  elle  fut  rencontr^  par  le  brick  de  guerre  An^^s 
*'  Columbine,"  Capitaine  Anderson.  Le  Capitaine  de  ce  brick  viht  lui-mlme  k  bord  de  *'  rAfricaine^^ 
et  ne  fit  k  bord  que  les^  questions  d*usage,  od  all^z-vous?  k  d'o{i  verier -vous  ?  sans  manifbster  andttn 
d^ir  de  visiter  le  navire,  et  le  quitta  peu  apv^s,  en  donnant  la  vraie  longitude  par  le  chmnom^tre, 
oelle  de  *'  PAfricaine^*  ^taat  erron^  de  2  d^r^s,  par  Teflet  des  couran^  tr^s  rapides  k  Test  dana 
cette saison.  "  UAfricaine*  continua  sa  route  pour  Akra,  ob.  elle  mouilla  le  29  Octobre,  1887,  k 
5**  30'  30^  du  soir.  Sur  cette  rade  se  trouvaient  mouill(^  le  trois-mats  de  commerce  "  Robert  BLivoIe,"' 
et  le  brick  de  guerre  '^  Childers,'*  Capitaine  Keppel,  tous  les  deux  Anglais.  **  L'Afficaine**  vintmouiOer 
entre  les  deux  mir  la  Rade  Hoilandaise,  le.fort  UollandusiestantauN.N.E.  du  compai.  An  teomenf 
ok  "  r Afiricaine**  passa  le  long  du  **  Childers,"  une  embarcatiou,  mont^  de  cinq  rameucs,  et  d'une- 
sixi^me  personne,  en  simple  veste  bleue  et  casquette  avec  gallon  en  or,  quitta  ce  navire  et  se  dirigea 
sur  elle.  La  brise  ^tait  faible.  Cette  embarcation  Taccosta  par  tribord  au  m^me  Instant  ok  **  PAfri' 
caine**  laissa  tomber  son  ancre  de  babord.  L'individu  ci-dessus  signal^,  que  je  crus  un  officier,  quoi- 
qu'il  n'en  eiit  aucun  insigne,  monte  de  suite  k  bord ;  et  apr^s  avoir  jet^  un  coup-d'oeH'SCtnitateur  mt  le 
pont  du  navire,  il  demanda  le  Capitaine :  Je  me  pi^sentai  .  .  Question  de  sa  party  moiti^  f^n^ais 
moiti^  Anglais,  si  je  parlais  cette  dcmi^re  langue.  Je  repondis  non,  et  lui  demandai  k  mon  tour  s'il 
parlait  le  Portugais.  Une  native  d'une  ironie  marqu^  fuisa  r^ponsa^etiwr^  un- petit instaiitiL 
m'adressa  ces  mots :  **  D'  ok  venez-vous  ?"  **  De  St  Thom^.**  ••  Oh,  oh !  de  St  Thom^"  reprit-il ;  et  il 
ajouta  quelques  mots  que  je  ne  pus  comprendre,  mais  a'svan^nt  vers  la  grande  ^utille,  il  me  dit  de  la 
faire  ouvrir,  pour  visiter  TinU^rieur  du  navire.  Je  rt^poudis  k  cet  ordre  qui  j'ouvrirais  I'^outille  lorsqull 
me  montrerait  1'  sutorisation  de  S.E<  te'Mtnlsti^  de  la  Marine  Fran^ise  pour  pouvoir  visiter  fes  navires 
Fran^ais :  k  cette  r^ponse  it  se  fSlcba,  et  me  r^p^ta  son  ordre  imp^rativement ;  je  fis  la  m^me  r^ponse, 
et  lui  observid  que  le  traits  qui  existait  entre  la  France  et  PAngleterre,  r^lativement  k  la  repression  de 
1»  tiaite  des  noirs^.^it  tr^  prtfeis  et  tv^s  clair  scir  ee  point-4k :  k  oe  second  rcfos  il  m'accroeha^u  collet, 
me  disant  d'all^r  k  son  bord,  et  tftchant  de  m'entratner  vers  triboid^  ok  ^tait  son  canot:  ja  \m  obtarfai 
aloTsquemon  navire  n'^tait  pas  encore  amarr^;' que  lorsqull  le  serait  et  les  voiles  serrto-jem'y 
ftBdJnoB^  m  je  detttis  y  aller ;  en  e^  pendaqt  ee  terns  le  second  et  le  mf&tte  fUaient  encore  la  chatn<e,  et 
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ks  JMatelol^  «erraktit  les  Yoiles.  L'Asi^aist  ne  se  ^oyant  pas  4i^&ez  fort  poucjn'entrainer,  appela  alors 
ison  aide  deux  eanotiera,  et  me.voila  tiraiiy  par  c^  deux  matelots  et  cecevant  des  poiiss^  de  cet 
individa.  MM.  Villfineuve,  Capitaii)e  au  long  cours,  et  Graaset,  m&itre  au  petit  cabotage,  Tun  second 
et  1' autre  Lieutenant.4  men  bord,  voyant  cette  lutte,  quitteut  leur  travail  et  viennent  k  mon  secours; 
ce  que  voyant,  Tofficier  nH^aJbandonae  et  tombe  k  coups  de  poing  sur  mes  deux  officiers.  Je  lui  repr^« 
seiUai  que  c'citaient  les  officiers  du  bovd ;  qu'il  i^e  devait  pas  lepermettre  de  les  battre ;  et  que  d'ailleurs 
il  n'avait  aucun  droit  d'exercer  de  pareilles  violences  k  bord  d'un  navire  oil  flottait  un  pavilion  alli^  k 
sa  nation,  en  lui  montrant  nos  couleurs-  au  baut  du  grand  mit.  A  ces  Biots  I'oificier  regarde  notre 
pavillan  ;  **  it  ^ddem  French  colours,**  ajoute  quelques  mots  que  je  ne  peux  comprendre,  et  fait  le  simu- 
laire  de  cracher  dessus,  me  roena^ant  toujours  et  donnant  quelques  coups  de  poings  k  mes  officiers,  qui 
faisaient  leur  possible  pour  lui  tenir  les  bras,  et  les  deux  canotiers,  qui  imitaient  leur  officier.  N^n 
moins,  tr^s  certain  lui-m6me  qu'il  n^t^tait  pas  en  droit  de  me  faire  ouvrir  les  tEcoutilles,  il  demanda  k 
voir  les  papiers  du  navire.  Pour  mettre  fin  k  ces  tracasseries,  je  fis  monter  sur  le  pont  une  botte  en 
fer  blanc,  contenaut,  avec  les  papiers  du  bord,  d'autres  papiers  rc^latifs  k  la  cargaison.  J'en  tirai  le  rdle 
d'^itipage,  et  le  lui  prt^entai  ouvert.  Je  refermai  la  boite  pour  la  renvoyer*,  ce  que  voyant,  il  se  jeta 
dessus ;  et,  aid^  de  ses  canotiers,  I'arracha  des  mains,  me  diaant  qa^il  voulait  taut  avoir,  ei  Tenvoya  -dans 
son  canot.  Ensuite  il  fH  monter  ^bord  le  restant  de  ses  canotiers,  et  leur  ordomia  d'emmener  mes  deux 
officiers ;  je  m'y  opposai ;  alors,  ne  se  voyant  pas  asses  fort  pour  effectuer  cet  enlevement,  il  se  rem- 
bar4|»a  avec  ses  canotiers,  faisaAt  force  menaces,  et  retourna  k  bord  du  "  Childers." 

IXemi-beure  apr^  1^  m^nie  canot*  inoBt<$du  no^me  Equipage,  plus  trois  soldats  de  Marine  et  lem^jne 
officier  ejqi  t^poulettes  et  sabre,  revint  k  mon  bor4,  Le  canot  aborda  k  babard  au  porta  haubans  de 
misaine^  un  aoldat  sauta  k  bord,  la  bayonnette  nue  k  la  main,  et  resta  au  pied  du  m&t  de  misaine 
poui*  conteuir  auj^soin  mes  matelots ;  qui  se  trouvaient  tous  de  P^vant  ou  en  bas  a  leur  poste.  Im- 
lO^diatetnent  le  canot  se  laissa  culer  aux  grands  porte  haubans,  et  Pofficier,  les  deux  autres  soldats,  et 
taoU  canotiers,  saut^rent  k  bord,  les  uns  le  sabre  d'abordage,  et  Jes  autres  la  bayonnette  k  la  main,  et 
Sana  me  rien  dire  counurent  sur.  mes  deux  officiers,  les  mena^ant  de  leurs  armes  pour  les  faire  embarquer 
dass  leur  canot.  Pour  ^viter  une  plus  grande  violence,  j'ordounai  aux  matelots  de  ne  faire  aucune 
d<$monstration  de  resistance,  et  aux  officiers  de  s^embarquer ;  je  demandai  en  m6me  tems  k  I'officier 
Anglajs  si  je  devais  le  suivre  aussi :  il  me  rdlpondit  que  mon  tour  viendrait  demain. 

jDfiscenduB  dansle  canoi,  mes  deux  officiers  eurentTimpolitesse  de  s*asseoir  dans  la  chambre  ;  lis  en 
fiirent  bientdt  chassis  aur  I'ayant  k  coups  de  poings.  Enfin  le  canot  partit  et  arriva  k  bord  du  "  Cb!l- 
ders ;"  la  garde  ^tait  sous  les  arm^s  et  renforc^s  d'une  dixaine  de  matebts  arm^  pour  recevoir  deux 
faommes.  Arriv^  sur  le  pont,  les  deux  prisoniuers  tomb^ent  encore  dans  leur  m^e  faute  d'impolitesse  ; 
ils  vinreat  sur  le  gaillard  d'arri^re,  mais  les  coups  de  ppings  et  les  pouss^s  du  m^me  officier  les 
firent  bient6t  chasser.  Enfin  on  apporte  une  barre  de  justice,  et  on  les  mit  aux  fers  par  les  deux  pieds, 
leur  donnant  k  cboisirdu  gaillard  d'avant  ou  de  Tentrepont;  ils  pr^f^r^ent  ce  dernier. 

liC  m^me  soir  I'officier  de  garde  (car  il  t^tait  seul  officier  ibord)  envoya  une  pirogue  k  terre,rendre 
Compte  k  son  capitaine  de  Tarrestation  des  deux  officiers  Fran^ais.  Le  tendemain  k  7  heures  M.  le 
Lieutenant  et  le  Commissaire  vinrent  k  bord  du  *'  Childers :"  aussitdt  arrived,  le  Lieutenant  ^t  tirer  des 
fers  ks  deux  prisonniers  (ils  y  (ftaient  depuis  13  heures  sans  qu'on  leur  eut  pffert  un  verre  d'ean),  les 
fit  venir  dans  la  ehambre,-et  les  interrogra  en  prt^nce  de  Tofficier ;  ils  dirent  tout  ce  aue  s'^tait  pass^  & 
bord  de  *'  VAJHcaine*'  Apr^  leur  deposition  le  Lieutenant  adressa  quelques  paroles  k  Tofficier,  qui 
ne  respond] t  que  [twotDords  illegible  in  the  ori^nal]  quoique  ce  fdi  en  Anglais,  les  prisonniers  compri- 
lent  que  c't^taient  des  reproches.  Apr^s  cela  le  Lieutenant  vint  k  mon  bord  pour  me  voir,  mais  j'^tais 
d^j^  descendu  &  terre  :  ne  m^y  tro^ivant  done  pas,  il  y  viut  aussi,  mais  au  fort  Anglais :  ne  m'y  trouvant 
pas  ^galemeut,  puisque  j'^tais  venu  au  fort  Danois,  il  retourna  k  son  bord,  et  remena  i  bord  de 
•*  f  Africcdne'*  mes  deux  officiers  et  la  botte  aux  papiers. 

.  Le  m^me  jour  le  Capitaine  Keppel,  son  ^tat-major,.et  quelques  ni^ociants  d'Akra  (^taieiit  invit<S  k 
diner  au  fort  Danois  :  des  qu'ils  arriv^rent  ils  pri^rent  M.  le  Gouverneur  Macq,  Capitaine  de  'Fr(;gate 
^  la  Marine  Danoise,  Chevalier  de  la  Lt^gion  d*Honneur,  ex-Enseigne  de  vaisseau  de  la  Marine 
Fran^aise,  d'intervenir  amiablenjent  entr  eux  et  moi  pour  que  cette  affiiire  n'eut  pas  de  suite,  et 
surtout  que  je  ue  fisse  aucun  rapport.  Le  Capitaine  Keppel  avouait  que  son  officier  avait  grand  tort, 
et  que  tout  oela  ne  serait  pas  arriv($  s^il  s'^tait  trouvt^  h  son  bord.  On  proposa  done  un  accommode- 
neiit,  mais  je  r^pondis  que  je  ne  pouvais  accommoder  que  les  violences  qu'on  s'^tait  permises  k 
mon  ^gard ;  qu'il  fallait  le  consentement  de  mes  officiers  pour  celles  auxquelles  ils  avaient  ^t^  en 
lutte ;  mais  que  pour  I'insulte  faite  au  pavilion  Fran9ais,  et  par  consc^quent  k  la  nation  enti^re,  je  n'y 
avAis  aocun  droit ;  que  cela  devait  regarder  Son  Excellence  le  Ministre  de  la  Marine,  k  qui  j'en  ferais 
mon  rapport  en  arrivant  eu  France  ;  que  les  navires  Fran9ais  sur  la  c6te  occidentale  d'Afrique  ^aient 
ttop  .souvent  molest^  par  les  croiseurs  Anglais ;  que  je  Tavais  M  trop  indignement  aussi  dans  un 
pr^Ment  voyage  pour  que  je  ne  fiisse  pas  oblig^,  pour  Thonheur  de  ma  nation,  de  faire  mes 
ditoarches  pour  faire  cesser  toutes  ces  avanies  de  leur  part  Lorsqu'on  eut  porttJ  cette  r^ponse  au 
Capitaine  Keppel,  il  nSpondit,  •*  C*est  f&cheux  ;  si  ce  rapport  va  en  Angleterre,  cet  officier  sera  cass^." 
L'affaire  ^n  resta  Ik,  et  le  m6me  soir  le  '*  Childers'*  appareilla. 

Aussitdt  apr^s.  Penl^vepaent  des  officiers,  j'(k:rivis  une  protestation  pour  6tre  pr^ent^  au  rc^sident 
du  fort  Anglais,  Mr.  Anson :  le  lendemain  j'appris  qu'il  t^tait  absent ;  je  ne  pus  la  lui  faire  parvenir 
qu'k  son  retour,  six  jours  apr^ ;  mais  Mr.  Anson,  apr^s  I'avoir  hie,  me  la  ren^oyer  au  moment  oti 
j  appareillai,  sans  donner  aucune  raison  :  mais  la  veritable  ^tait  que  cette  affiiire  avait  fait  du  bruit 
dans  le  pays ;  chacun  condamnait  la  conduite  de  Tofficier  Anglais ;  et  le  resident,  qui  est  un  MoISLtre 
du  pays,  crdt  ne  pas  devoir  accepter  cette  protestation,  pour  n'^tre  pas  oblig<^  de  I'envoyer  au 
Gouverneur  du  Cap  Coast ;  afin  que  cette  afiaire  n'eut  pas  de  suite,  si  je  nt^gligeais  d'en  faire  mon 
xapport* 

J'appareillai  done  d'Akra  le  5  Novembre,  venant  k  Gor6e,  oh  nous  arriv&mes  le  6  D^cembre. 
Je  remis  k  M.  le  Commandant  de  la  station  un  double  du  prt^sent  rapport,  et  je  quittai  Gor^  le  12 
aaBoir  en  destination  pour  Marseille.  Nous  pass&mes  le  dtStroit  de  Gibralter  dans  la  nuit  du  5  ou  6 
Janvier,  1838,  et  sommes  arriv^  k  Marseille  le  ?1  du  dit,  avec  environ  7000  killogrammes  ivoire, 
9000  killogrammes,  cire,  et  autant  de  caf^,  produit  de  la  cargaison  de  sortie. 

Le  Capitaine  Sign^,  A.  FABRE. 
Marseilles  ce  25  Jarwier^  1888. 
.    Nous.  Chef  du  Service  de  la  Marine  ^Marseille,  ayant  voula  faire  coustater  d'une  mani^re  anthentique 
JflB'fiuta  contenus  dans  la  uapport  qui  pr^^de,  avons  fait  appeler  par  divers  noms  ceux  des  officiers  et 
4#8  foarins  de  k  go61ette  ^  VAfricaime^*  encore  presents  en  ee  Port,  et  leur  en  avons  donn«$  con- 
naissance,  en  leur  demandant  slls  sont  vrais  et  pr^sent^s  tels  qu'Hs  se  sont  passes.    Snr  leur  i^ponae 
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aArmaHM,  ct'PaaMiNncequele  rtppoH4tt  CspMuM  F«bn  ne  MiitkB(-flM^'4M/d^A^'i^cl|jQow 
avons  reqnis  au  bas  du  pr^ii$  la  sitfiiiAUt*^  eevx  tpti  Mwnt  Icriiv.  et  fttwit^TiTrtr ■hnU  amw  mymf 

(fll«ta4>    .       LE  miirr  OttASSBLi  T^    .   .,,,^^^ 

-    ■  MAmARD''ALI>AlH»vi  HP, ,/ 

^      „_        '  JACQtfES,  Cft«r«i«ir«far>(fefojigqv<^ 

f Mr Oopk eoaArmc  .  '  *  -•.i.:-.-i     •  ;,7 

Le  CoHMiller  (I'Eta^  Membre  du  CoABeil  ^Aadeaufai,  Dineteur  d«8  'PatHi'  <'  >>  -  ■■■  >'^  <  • 


Translation.  .  -'"«,.•■. '.'ir '.'7  '-' 

StaiemiM  of  tU  Captain  cftke  SHip  "^  rAfricaine,"  of  86  tons  bwriheM*  ijsd^s  Mfi^^^''  ^«  ^tnd  L. 
Begu,  hriMers,  and  /.  thveil^.  SaUedJrqm  MarseUi^s,  I9ih  Mkwch^  19V^  far  the  'JfF^  CoaU 
of  Africc^t  and  returned  to  3M*$eUlei2l$t  January^  ISZ  .    .  / '" 

MatsMktf^Jamuiiiry.72.*XB^ 
Ths  schooner  the  **  Jfricaine,''  having  left  Mamillet  the  19th  March  lasC,'  dhfved'lo  Ih^ifoadt  of 
Guillandor  on  the  7th  o^  April  following,  landed  her  letters  for  the  Colony,  and  \(e(i  ^  mam  day  for 
Qoree*  where  she  arrived  the  day  after.  After  a  stay  of  4  or  5  days  in  this  roadtfted,  ahd  «ftet»haTiiig 
shipper  certafn  ortkles  of  merchandise,  sl^e  sM  sell  ft>r  bei'  d«atin»(ipn»  tlie  Portmuesn^CMomes  of 
central  Guinea.  She  arrived  at  Bt  Paul  de  Loanda  on  4be  24th  of  ^fuhe^  trMedth^ie,  tihd  goii^r 
thence  touched  at  the  settlements  of  Novo  Redondo  and  St.  Philippe  de  Behgiida :  'sh«  badireturad 
to  St.  Paul  de  Loando  early  in  September,  on  the  23rd  of  which  month  she  saifed'flM*  St.  Tbimas,  to 
finish  the  sale  of  her  cargo.  She  arrived  at  St.  Thomas  October  1st,  and  safl^  on  the  IMi  lor  Akra 
(on  the  Gold  Coast). 

On  the  23rd  of  that  month,  in  the  meridian  of  Whydha,  she  was  met  by  tbe  BngtMi  brig  of  war 
*'  Columbine,**  Captsin  Anderson.  The  Captain  of  this  vessel  came  himself  on  board  tl»  *^  J^ncamei^ 
and  only  put  the  usual  questions,  of  where  are  you  bound?  and  where  do  you  cotne  from?  wititont 
manifcHting  any  desire  to  visit  the  vessel,  and  left  her  shortly  afterwards,  givmg  the  exmel  Jongtitade 
by  the  chronometer,  that  of  the  "  Africaine^*  being  wrong  by  2  degrees,  ovHng  to  the  Tary  rapid 
currents  to  the  east  at  that  time.  The  *^  Afiitaint^*  continued  her  course  fbr  Akra^  where  she 
anchored  on  the  29th  October,1831,  at  half  past  5  in  the  evening. 

In  the  roads  there  were  also  anchored  the  merchant  ship  ^  Robert  Hevote^*  and  the  brig  of  war 
"Cbilders,"  Captain  Keppel,  both  English.  The  *^  Afiricaine^'  anchored  between  tha  -two,  in  tbe 
Dutch  Road,  ttie  Dutch  fort  being  N.N.E.  At  the  moment  when  the  '^Afrteaine^  pnsed  along- 
side the  *^  Childers,"  a  boat,  pulling  5  oars,  and  with  a  s(xth  person,  in  a  ph^  Yrfue  jkcket  and  a 
gold-laced  cap,  quitted  the  latter  vessel,  and  made  A>r  the  '*  Afi-icaine,**  The  breeze  was  fight. 
Uliis  boat  came  up  at  the  starboard  at  the  moment  when  the  **  A/ricaine**  let  gd  Yfet  anelior  on  the 
larboard.  The  person  above  desifiroated,  whom  T  believed  to  be  an  O^cer,  althoofk  hclnd  nothing 
to  mark  his  being  so,  mounts  on  bp^rd,  and  having  cast  a  scrutinizing  glance  over  'Ifae  deck,  asked 
for  the  Captain.  I  presented  myself.  Question  on  his  side;,  half  French,  half  Engllsht  if  I  did  not 
speak  the  last-mentioned  language.  I  answered,  no ;  and  asked  him,  in  tny  turn;  if  he  spoke 
Portuguese.  A  negative  af  marked  irony  was  his  answer ;  and,  in  a  mimKe  or  two,  he  addressed  me 
in  these  words,  "  Where  do  you  come  from  ?*— "  Prom  St  Thomas."  •*  Oh,  oh  I  fiom  St  ThomM,* 
continued  he,  and  he  added  some  words  which  I  conld  not  understand ;  but  going  to>wmids  the  maln- 
hatcht  he  told  me  to  have  it  opened,  to  search  the  interior  of  the  vessel.  To  this  order  I  answered, 
that  I  would  open  tbe  hatch  when  he  showed  me  tbe  Warraoi  from  the  French  Mintsfer  of  Maiine 
empowering  him  to  visit  French  vessels.  At  this  reply  he  got  angry,  and  repeated  bis  order  impera- 
tively. I  made  the  same  answer,  and  observed  to  him,  that  theTneaty  between  France  and  England, 
relative  to  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade^  was  very  precise  and  vf  ry  clear  on  that  point  At  this 
second  refusal  he  collared  me,  telling  me  to  go  on  board  his  vessel,  and  trjrisg  iof  dn^.«ie  to  the  star* 
board,  where  his  boat  lay.  t  observed  to  him  that  my  ship  was  not  yet  andboccd ;  .that  as  soon  as  lim 
was  so,  and  her  sails  furled,  I  would  go  if  g^  I  must :  in  fact,  during  this  time  the  seeondin  command 
and  the  mate  were  putting  out  the  chain,  and  the  sailors  were  furiing  the  sails#  Thp  Englishman, 
finding  that  he  was  not  strong  enough  to  drag  me,  called  2  boatmen  to  Ms  assistaaf^,  and  there  I 
was  hauled  by  these  2  sailori,  and  pushed  bv  this  individual.  Messrs.  VitlenttlTe  and  iSrasset,  Oapi- 
taine  4u  lon^  JOours  and  maitre  au  petit  (Jahotage^  the  one  second  and  the  other  Lieatenant  on 
board,  seeing  this  struggle,  leave  ttehr  work  and  come  to  my  assistance,  which  the  Officer  seeing,  leaves 
me  and  fiills  upon  my  2  Officers  with  his  fists.  I  represented  tgtitm-that  they  wcrcjayJPfficera ;  that 
he  ought  not  to  allow  himself  to  beat  them ;  and  that,  moreover,  he  had  no  right  to  act  with  sndi 
violenee  on  board  a  ship  bearing  a  flag  allied  to  his  nation,  at  the  same  time  shewing  him  our  eolonrs 
at  the  main-mast  head.  At  these  words  the  Ottoer  looHs  at  our  flag ;  to  gpddam  Fr^tch  colours;  adds 
som^  wmxls  whkh  I  could  not  understand,  and  makes  as  if  he  spit  b(i  ki^odbtinuing  to  menace  me, 
and  to  strike  my  Officers,  who  did  their  utmost  to  hold  his  arms,  and  the  2  boatmen  who  imitated 
their  Officer.  Nevertheless,  being  jquite  aw^re  himself  that  he  had  no  ri^;b¥  M  n|rii|  me  open  tbe 
batches,  he  asked  me  to  see  the  flip's  papers.  To  pat  an  end  to  these  ^troij^esome  proceedings,  I 
caused  to  be  brooffat  on  deck  a  tin-box,  containhig,  together  inth  tbe  shqp*s  papers,  other  documents 
relative  to  Uie  cargo :  t  took  out  the  mnslerHrell  and  presented  it  toliim  opSit  i  ttoeed  the  bos  to 
return  It,  on  seeing  which^  he  threw  himself  upon  it,  and,  aided  by  fah  bb«tMe*,  tnlrfcrd  it  firom  my 
bands,  telling  me  that  .h^  wished  to  have  all,  and  sent  it  to  bis  boat  He  afterwards  made  the  reit 
of  his  boat's  crew  come  on  boards  ^^^  ordered  them  to  bring  away  my  2  Officers.  Tliis  I  oppoeed ; 
when  seeing  that  he  had  not  sufficient  force  to  eflbot  ibis,  I^e  re^embarkai  with  his  boatmen,  with  many 
threats,  and  returned  on  board  the*' Childers."  '     *    *   -^V    :i^^^\     y\ 

Half  an  hour  afterwards,  the  same  boat,  having  the  same  crew,  wjtk  i  Mannes,  and  the  same 
Officer,  with  epaulettes  and  ii^ord,  cameto^my  vtmf.  ^^  ^^osX  came  on  the  startmard  miien  chiini 
A  soldier  jumped  on  board,  with  his  naked  bayonet  mitis  hand,  and  remained  at  Ae  foot  of  the  niieB* 
mast,  to  keep  back,  if  need  were,  my  sailors,  who  were  all  forward,  or  below,  at  their  peste.  Ihe 
boat  immediately  was  let  adrift  to  the  main-chains,  and  the  Officeri  tbe  2  other  soldien,  and  9  T     ' 
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men  jumped  on  board  the  latter  with  boaWlhi^  mtis^,  the  former  with  bayonets  in  their  hands ; 
ahdy^yiltg'ntfhiaf  to  joe^  ni|i  upon  my  2  Oflkers,  threatening  them  with  their  arms  to  make  ttiem 

"get  itrti^tl^'  boat  .  To  ^yoid  an^  ^retttef\MMe^  I  ^^fj^.ni^y  sailors  not  to  make  any  show  of 
resistance,  and  taU,my,Q$'ceis  toemberic;  I^.ihesame  tiihe,  MkM^he'iBngKsbpffiMirjf  i  also 
was  to  folknr  him^  he^^pmared  that  !my  lurn  wodd  eome  to-mor^ 

When  in  the  b^^  ■^J  ^  O^Si^rs'  had  'Khe  impoliteness  to  seat  themselves  in  the  stem-sheets ;  they 

*''Were6oOn  tumad  out  aijid  sei^t  dob^td;  wKh  blows ;  in  fine,  the  boat  went  off  and  reached  the  '*  ChiU 
ders.**    The  g^ard  was  under '  arms, 'ind  Ireinforced  by  10  saibrs  to  receive  2  men.    Anived  on  deck, 

,  my  2  Officers  fell  agfin  into, the  same  breach  of  politeness;  they  came  upon  the  quarter-deck,  but 

>  tlie.^fikand  abom  or  the  said  Office^  iBoonasadeP  them,  leav^  it.  At  last  irons- wsfebmngfat,  and  they 
were  chained  by  the  feet,  choice  being  given  them  of  the  forecastle  oir  the  lower  deck :  they  chose 
the  latter. 

The  same  evening  the  Officer  of  the  Ch^rd  (for  he  was  the  only  Officer  on  board),  sent  a  skiff  on 
shore,  to  give  account  to  his  Captain  of  the  arrest^of  thlB  IH^rench  Officers.  The  next  day,  at  7  a.  m«, 
the  Lieutenant  and  the  Purser  came  on  board  the  '*  Childers."  As  soon  as  they  arrived,  the  Lieu- 
tenant paus^  the  2  prisoners  to  be  taken  out  of  iibns  (they  had  been  confined  13  hours  without  being 
o^f|id  a  ^ass  of  Water)i,  inade  then^  eoipe  into  the  cabin,  and  interrogated  them  in  the  presence  of 
the  Officer.  Thef  Milled  M  (bat  had  passed  6n  boaid  the  **  Afiricaine,**  A^er  their  deposition,  the 
liei^tenant  addrened  some  words  to  the  Officer*  who  only  replied*  not  [some  word  iUegibkmiKe  orir 
gtndlil  AUhbugh  it  was- in  English,  th^  prisoners  eompmbended  that  it  was  acime  abuse.  After 
thaiitlie  ]>ie¥itenant  came  on  board  my  vessel  to  see  me,  but  I  had  already  gone  on  shore.  Not 
finding  me,  he  Jabo  ctfme  on  shores  but  t»  tlie  jBnglish  Fort,  and  not  finding  me  there,  I  being  at  the 
Danish  Fort,,  he  returned  to  his  shm,  and  br ought  the  2  Officers  and  Ihe  1^  cf  Papers  back  to  the 

>  The  same  4ay  CaptaiiiKepj^l,  Ma  OOcfis,  ayid  some  merchants  of  t 

^  Che  Ihmish  Fort. '  A^  they  arrived,  they  begged  the  Governor,  M.  Maoq,  <  , 

"    ite.4  tO'lntorfere  amicably  between  them  and  me,  that  thi3  affiiir  might  II 

"^     '     things*  that  I  should  not  re^ft  whet  had  happened.    Captain  Kepfiel  i  s 

much  in  the  wrong,  and  that  it  would  not  ba^e  happened  had  he  been  t 

was  tbei«fofe  pcoposed.     But  I  answered  that  I  could  only  consent  to  at  o 

th^  violence  dpne  to  myself;  thai  the  oonaen^of  my  officers  was  necessar  k 

they  had  suffered;  but  that,  wfth  the  insult  done  to  the  French  flag,  ami  e 

natioQ*  I  had  no  right  to  interfere ;  that  that  aOair  belonged  to  the  M  I 

flfaonld  make  my  Report  on  arriving  In  ^France.    That  French  vessels  w.»  v^i^  .*«ov  x^muoi,^.  zianui 

wera  tee  often  molested  by  English  cniuiers ;  that  I  had  been  myself  io  a  former  voyage  treated  so 

unworthily,  that  I  was  obliged,  fur  the  honour  of  my  nation,  to  take  measures,  to  put  an  end  to  all 

these  insuUs  on  their  part     When  this  answer  was  taken  to  Captain  Keppel,  he  replied,  I  am  sorry 

for  it,  if  this  statement  goes  Io  England^  this  Officer  will  be  broken.     Here  the  affair  rested,  and  the 

same  evening  the  *^  Childers*'  set  sail. 

Immediately  on  the  arrest  of  my  Officers,  I  drew  up  a  protest  to  be  presented  to  the  Resident  at 
the  English  f^ort,  Mr.  Anson.  The  next  day  I  learnt  that  he  was  absent.  I  could  not  send  it  to  him 
till  his  reliiro,  si^  days  aflerwavds.  But  Mr.  Anson,  after  having  read  it,  sent  it  back  to  me  at  the 
nosaentwhen  I  was  setting  sietil,  without  alleging  any  reason  for  so  deioff;  but  the  truth  was,  that 
thisafiair  bad  made  some  noise  in  the  country:  everyone  condemned  the  conduct  of  the  English 
Officer;  ^i^d  the  Resident,  who  is  a  Mulatto  of  the  country,  believed  that  he  should  not  receive  this 
protest*  in  order  to  avoid  being  obliged  to  send  it  to  the  Governor  of  Cape  Coast,  in  order  that,  should 
I  fail  to  make  my  report,  the  afiahr  might  go  no  further. 

d  sailed,  then,  from  Akra,  Novemb^  5,  coming  to  Goree,  where  we  arrived  Deceml)er  6.  I  sent  to 
the  Officer  in  command  of  the  station,  a  Duplicate  of  this  statement,  and  I  left  Goree  on  the  12th,  in 
Ihe  evening,  my  destination  being  Marseilles.  We  passed  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  in  the  night  of  the 
5ih  or  l&th  of  January,  1838,  and  we  arrived  at  Marseilles  the  2lBt  of  that  month,  with  a^nit  7000 
Idllogrammes  of  ivory,  5000  idllogrammes  of  wax,  and  as  much  coffeci  the  produce  of  the  outward 
caigo.  (Sigtied)  A.  FABRE,  Captain. 

MttrieUleSf  January  25y  IS^. 
W)i,  Chief  of  the  Marine  Service  at  Marseilles,  having  wished  to  authenticate  the  facts  contained 
in  the  foiegouig  statement,  have  caused  to  be  summoned  by  their  several  names  the  Officers  and 
Sailors  of  tiieachooner  *'  V  Afiicaine*^  now  present  in  this  port,  and  have  acquainted  them  therewith, 
asking  them  if  ihe  fiicts  are  true,  and  stated  as  they  took  place.  On  their  answer  in  the  affirmative^ 
and  their  assurance  that  Captain  Fabre's  Report  contains  nothing  but  what  is  very  exact ;  we  hava 
m^uired-  those  who  can  write  to  sign  at  the  foot  of  this,  which  we  have  signed  ourselves. 

'  {Signatures  as  in  the  OriginaL) 

No.  69. 

Eari  GranviUe  fo  Vitcount  Pabnerston. — {Received  March  Q.) 

My  LoBiv  Paw,  5iA  JMbrcA,  1838. 

1 HAYK  1^  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  note  which, 
'     '■■■■'  m  compliance  with  ^e  instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  dispatch,  marked 
' ,    \         iSJiwe  Trade,  of  the  2Tth  of  February  last,  I  have  addressed  to  Count  M0I6. 

'  '      I      -    ,      .  I  haw,  &c. 

^  V  (Signed)  GRANVILLE. 

..,,,,      The  Bi^ht.  Hon.  Fhcount  Pakner^Um,  G.  C.  B. 
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!.  Eaclosure.in  No.  69. 

Earl  Granville  to  His  Excellency  Cotmt  MoH, 
Monsieur  LB  CoMTB.  .  Parts,Marchb,WSB. 

With  refercBce  to  4he  noUs  which  I  had  the  honour  to^address  to  your  Excellency  on  the 
7th  of  November,  18S5«  and  the  2nd  January,  1837,  relating  (^  a  STreptty  to  he  pvopooed  to  tha  Go- 
vernments of  Austria,  Russia  and  Prussia,  for  the  entire  suppreeaion  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  of  wUch 
Treaty,  a  Draft  was  suhmttted  for  the  consideration  and  approjifal  of  thcrFrench  .Government,  in  the 
month  of  May  1836, 1  am  again  instructed  to  request  the  early  intention  of  the  French  Government  to 
<Ms  subject.  Your  Excellency  informed  me  on  the  15th  Janjuavy,  18^7,  in  reply  to  the  abpvermen- 
tioned  representations,  that  unforeseen  circumstances  alone  had  prevented  your  Excellency  from  taking 
tllte  orders  of  the  King  of  the  Frenoh  upon  this  matter ;  btU  at  the  sam^.time,  your  Exoellency  aasmed 
me,  that  you  would  not  fail  very  sljortly  to  bring  the  subject  under  the  coBsid^iration  of  His  Majesty. 
More  than  a  twelvemonth  has  now  elapsed  since  I  received  this  answer  firom  your  Excellency,  and  £ 
am  therefore  directed  again  to  express  to  your  Excellency,  the  hope  of  Her  Majesty's  Govermnent, 
that  the  Stipulations  of  the  proposed  Draft  of  Treaty  may  be  found  unobjeetionable,  and  that  tha 
Frenoh  Ambassador  at  London,  may  be  authorised  to  propose  the  same»  in  eonferenoe  Qonjointlj  wiQi 
Her  Majesty's  Priaotpal  Secretary  of  StatCj  to  the  Representatives  of  Austria,  Russia  and  JPrusaia. 
*  It  is  a  question  whieh  Her  Majesty's  Government  lias  much  .at  heart,  and  which  excites  the  deepest 
interest  in  £n^ttnd,andit  will  afford  Her  Miyesiy's  Governoftsnt,  very  great  and, sincere  satisfiiction 
to  be  Me  to  bring  it  to  a  satisfactory  termination,  in  coiyunction  with  the  Government  of  France. 

I  amy  &c, 
(Signed)  GRANVILLE. 

Uii  Excellency  Count  Mole, 
Sec.  ^c.  ^c. 


No.  70. 

Ftscaunt  Pabnerstan  to  Count  Sehastiam. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  March  9,  1838. 

The  undersigned,  &c.  has  the  honour  to  state  to  his  Ex€elleocy  the  Cou&t 
Bebastiani,  &c.  that,  he  has  communicated  to  Her  Majesty's  Govenunent  the  wish 
expressed  by  his  Excellency  in  the  name  of  his  Court,  that  the  British  Ministers 
at  Madrid,  Lisbon,  and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  may  be  instructed  to  urge  the  Goverxi- 
luents  to  which  they  are  respectively  accredited,  to  accede  to  the  Ccwiventions  which 
have  been  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  France  for  the  suppression  of  tilie 
Slave  Trade;  and  the  undersigned  is  desirous  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  submit  a  few  observations  to  Count  Sebastiani,  for  the  con^dera- 
tion  of  the  French  Government,  before  instructions  are  given  in  accordance  with 
the  wish  of  his  Excellency  upon  this  matter. 

The  French  Government  is  aware,  that  Great  Britain  has  concluded  with  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  Brazil,  separate  Treaties  for  the  suppression  of  the  «lave  trade  ;  and 
that  there  exists  between  those  Treaties,  and  the  Conventions  concluded  for  the 
same  purpose  by  Great  Britain  and  France,  one  main  and  prominent  distinctipn^ 
inasmuch  as  the  first-mentioned  Treaties  establish  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission^ 
to  try  on  the  spot,  ships  captured  under  the  provisions  of  such  Treaties :  while  the 
last-mentioned  Conventions  provide,  that  ships,  captured  under  their  stipulations, 
shall  be  handed  over  for  adjudication  to  the  ordinary  Tribunals  of  the  countries 
whose  flag  they  bear. 

This  last-mentioned  arrangemelit  is  no  doubt  quite  sufficient  for  the  purposes 
of  justice,  \vith  respect  to  vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  England  or  of  France; 
because  in  England  and  in  France  the  ordinary  Tribunals  are  pure  and  incorrupt, 
mkL  offenders  brought  before  those  Tribunals  are  sure  to  receive  the  punishment 
due  to  their  crime. 

But  in  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Brazil,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  case  would  not 
be  the  same ;  for  in  those  countries  the  Tribunals  are  not  yet  exempt  from  the 
suspicion  of  being  accessible  to  corrupt  influence ;  and  public  opinion  not  having 
yet  freed  itself  from  the  contamination  of  the  slave  trade,  the  mass  of  tiie  comr 
munity  do  not  look  upon  that  crime  with  the  same  abhorrence  with  which  it  is 
yiewea  in  England  and  in  France. 

It  is,  therefore,  to  be  apprehended  that  if  Spain,  Portugal^  and  Brazil  were 
simply  to  accede  to  the  Conventions  between  England  and  France,  and  if  in  pur- 
suance of  such  accession  French^  cruizers  were  to  capture  slave  ships  under  the 
flag  of  those  countries,  and  were  to  send  such  ships  for  adjudication  before  the 
ormnary  Tribunals  of  Spain,  Portugal,  or  Brazil,  no  cohdemnatidn  would  be  pro- 
nounced upon  such  slave  ships ;  and  the  offenders  might  by  such  proceedings,  only 
obtain  legal  impunity  for  their  ofifence.  — — 
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The  undersigned,  therefore,  has  to  request  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that  Count  Sebastian!  would  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  (lovemment 
of  France,  whether  the  attainment  of  the  object,  which  France  and  Great  Britain 
have  equally  at  heart,  might  not  be  more  certainly  secured,  if  France  were  to 
make,  at  least  for  a  given  term  of  years,  a  separate  stipulation  with  the  three 
Powers  in  question,  so  that  slave  ships  under  the  flag  of  either  of  them,  when 
detained  and  captured  by  French  cruizers,  should  be  sent  for  adjudication,  not  to 
the  ordinary  Tribunals  of  those  countries,  but  to  the  Mixed  Commissioners,  already 
constituted  by  the  Treaties  subgiE(tlfig"beWi$fetf"'th6Se  countries  respectively  and 
Great  Britain, 

Without  such  a  stipulation,  it  is  obvious  thi't  the  action  of  the  French  cruizers 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  would  tend  to  cripple  and  in;ipede,  instead  of  reinforcing 
and  assistingthat  of  the  cruizers  of  Her  Majesty  ;  for  supposing,  iji  such  case,  a 
British  and- French  cruizerto  come  up  with  a  Spanish,  Portuguese,  or  Braziliai^' 
slaye  trader,  the  British  cruizer  would,  upon  capturing  such  slave  trader,:  send  her 
to  the  Mixed  Commissioners  at  Sierra  heoner  where  she  would  be  certain  of  beingr 
condemned  and  dealt  with  according  to  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  ike 
eountrf.  whose  flag  she  was  sailing  under ;  while  the  French  cruizer  would  on  tho 
other  hand,  by  detaining  such  slave  trader,  perhaps  rescue  her  from  condenomrtion^ 
by  sending  her  to  the  lurisdiction  of  the  ordinary  Tribunals,  in  a  country,  where 
there  is  a  general  conspiracy  of  all  the  subordinate  authorities  of  the  Government 
to  protect  persons  and  property  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 

The  undersigned,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERStON. 

To  Ht9  BttceU^ncy  Ctnent  ScbustiuMy 
8fc.  8fc.  8fe. 


No.  71. 
Fheaunt  Palmergton^  to  Count  SehiMtiani. 

f^oreign  Office y  Mar c%  22, 1838. 

The  undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  the  5|h  instant,  by  Hi&  !Ebccdlency  Count  Se* 
bastiani,  &c.,  on  the  subiect  of  the  alleged  misconduct  of  an  Officer  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's brig,  ''  Childers/  towards  the  Captain  and  Officers  of  the  French  nierehant 
vessel  '*  VAfficmne:' 

The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  inform  His  Excellency,  that  these  papers  have 
been  communicated  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty ;  who  have  been 
desired  to  institute  an  enquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  ease,  the  result  of 
which  the  undersigned  will  lose  no  time  in  communicating  to  His  Excellency. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON.    ' 

To  His  Excellency  Count  Sebastiam. 
Sfc.         8fc.  8fc. 
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TWO  SICILIES. 


No,  .73. 
The  Honourable  WilBam  Temple  to  VUeomt  Palmereton. — (Received Man^  130 
My  Loiii>.  Nmplee,  Febrmar^  15, 1838. 

It  is  with  gi^t  satisfaction  that  I  have  at  length  the  hraoor  of  trantmit^ 
ting  to  your  Lordship  the  Treaty  of  Accession  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  to  the  Conventions  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  for  die 
suppression  o(  the  Slave  Trade,  which  was  signed  on  the  14th  instant  in  Triplieate 
by  rrince  Cassaro,  Mons.  de  Pallency,  and  mysdf. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  TEMPLE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmereton,  G.C3. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  73. 

Vtecount  Palmerston  to  The  Honourable  William  Temple. 

Sir,  Foreign  Qfiee,  Jlpril2,  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  Slave  Trade  of  the  15th  of  February  last, 
transmitting  the  Treatv  which  you  had  concluded  between  Her  Majel^ty  a^  His 
Sicilian  Majesty,  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  highly  approve  the  zeal  and  the  judgment,  whkik 
jrou  have  shewn  throughout  the  protracted  negotiation  of  this  Treaty. 

Her  Majesty  has  commanded,  that  Ratifications  of  the  Treaty  shall  be  prepftre4# 
and  they  will  be  transmitted  to  you  at  an  early  period,  to  exchange  against  the 
Ratifications  of  the  Treaty  by  His  Sicilian  Majesty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  William  Temple, 
Sec.  8fc.  Sfc. 

No.  74. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  The  Honourable  William  Temple. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  AprU  3,  1838. 

I  TRANSMIT  to  you  the  Queen's  Ratification  under  the  Great  Seal,  of  Uie 
Convention  signed  by  you,  in  conjunction  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  France  and 
of  the  Two  Sicilies,  on  the  14th  of  February  last,  and  containing  the  Accession  of 
His  Sicilian  Majesty  to  two  Conventions  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
which  have  for  their  object  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  and 
I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  exchange  Her  Majesty's  Ratification  against  a  similar 
instrument  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 

j^  I  also  inclose  a  certificate  to  be  signed  by  you  and  the  Prince  de  Cassaro,  .upon 
the  exchange  of  the  Ratifications.  You  will  return  it  to  me  at  the  same  time,  tnat 
you  forward  the  Sicilian  Ratification. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  WtHiam  Temple. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 
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TUSCANY. 

No.  75. 
JR.  Abercrambie,  Esq.  to  Viscount  Pahn^ston. — {Received  Jan.  18, 1838.) 

•  1  rfivK  th^  hdncmrto^kansmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  the  origithA  4t\ 
GomwAon,  yfhkh  I  fabve  this  da¥  simied  in  ccbjunotion  with  the Plenipotadtiaries  of 
France  and  Tuscany,  by  which  His  Imperial  and  Koyal  Highpess  the  Grand  Diilqe 
i>£  Tuscany  accedes  to  the  Two  Conventions  signed  at  Paris  between  Great  Britain 
and;FrancQ,  on  the  dOth  J^foTember  1831,  and  22d  March  1833,  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade.  :.  /  . 

This  Convention  has  jbee^  exf  cuted  in  Triplicate,  and  the  originals  having  been 
prapepb^eejlytedv.  the  one  with  the  <tfhers,  were  this  day  signed  according  to  the 
order  of  alternation ;  which  privilege,  both  the  Frei^ch  Minister,  and  myself,  have 
conceded  to  the  Plenipotentiary  of  tne  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  in  compUance  with 
the  instructions  we  have  reepectively  received. 

.  (Sigped^  R.  ABERCROMBIE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Paltnersion,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.         .      8fe.  ■■•  ^.■■ 

"• '    ■ 

No.  76. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Abercrombie. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  FAruarg  3, 183S. 

I  TRANSMIT  to  you  Her  Majesty's  Ratification  under  the  Great  Seal,  of  the 
Convention  concluded  by  you,  in  conjunction  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  France 
and  Tuscany,  on  the  24th  of  November  last,  and  containing  the  Accession  of  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  to  Two  Conventions  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
which  have  fOr  their  object  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  I  have  to 
desire  that  you'  will  exchange  Her  Majesty's  Ratifications  against  a  similar  Instru- 
ment on  the  part  of  His  Imperial  Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany. 

I  also  inclose  a  certificate  to  be  signed  by  you  and  the  Count  Fossombroni,  upon 
the  exchange  of  the  Ratifications.  You  wiilibrward  thie  eertifieate  ta  me  1^  post 
immediately,  upon  the  exchange  taking  place ;  and  the  Tuscan  Ratification  you  will 
keep  in  your  possession,  until  a  safe  opportunity  shall  occur  for  transmitting  it  to 
England. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Malph  Abercrombie,  Esq. 
^c.  Sfc. 


No.  77. 

Mr.  Abercrombie  to  Viscount  Palmerston.^Reeeif>ed  March  2.) 

Mt  Lord,  Florence,  Vlth  February,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch, 
marked  •'  Slave  Trade,"  of  the  3rd  JFebruary,  1838,  transmitting  to  me  Her 
Majesty's  Ratification,  under  the  Grand  Seal,  of  the  Convention  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  sign  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  with  the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Tuscany,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  French  Plenipotentiary,  for 
the  accession  of  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness  to  the  Slave  Trade  Conventions^ 
concluded  between  England  and  France,  and  signed  at  Paris  the  30th  November, 
1831,  and  March  the  22nd,  1833. 
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I  shall  lose  no  time  in  informing  His  Excellency,  Count  Fossombroni,  that  I 
have  received  Her  Majesty's  Ratification,  and  that  I  am  prepared  to  proceed  with 
the  exchange  of  it  against  a  similar  instrument  on  the  part  of  His  Imperial  and 
Royal  Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         . .  R.  ABERCROMBIE. 
The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  (^. 


No.  78. 

Mtk  AbereromUe  to  Ptscaunt  Pabnerstan. — (Received  March  2.) 

MtLottD,  Fhrence,^(Hhfe6ruaff,\B8». 

With  reference  to  my  "  Slave  Trade  *'  Despatch  of  the  17th  instant,  I  have 
fa)  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that  I  have  informed  His  Excellency,  Count  Fossiom* 
broni,  of  the  arrival  of  Her  Majesty's  Ratification  of  the  Convention  signed  wUk 
the  Grand  Dukeof  Tuscany,  for  the  accession  of  His  Imperial  and  Royal  fiSgh* 
ness  to  the  two  Conventions,  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  for  the  more  eiroc- 
tual  suppression  of*  the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  I  was  prepared  to  exchange  it  againrt 
a  similar  document,  properly  ratified  by  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness. 

His  Excellency  Count  Fossombroni  replied,  that  the  Tuscan  Ratification  would 
be  immediately  forwarded  to  Pisa,  to  the  Grand  Duke,  for  signature. 

Monsieur  Belloeq  has  been  written  to  from  Paris,  and  told  that  he  may  expect 
to  receive  the  Ratification  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  by  the  French 
steam-boat  of  the  23rd  instant. 

I  expect,  therefore,  to  be  able  to  complete  the  exchange  of  the  Ratificationa 
within  a  very  few  days  ;  and  as  I  have  this  morning  received  a  communication  from 
Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Naples,  that  the  Messenger  Littlewood  would  set  out  on 
his  journey  from  that  capital  to  London  on  the  17th  in$ftant,  I  shall  take  upon  iny- 
sclifto  detain  him  here,  until  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  de^atok  him  with  the  Rati«> 
fications  of  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany. 

I  am,  &c. 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmersto¥i 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


(Signed)  R.  ABERCROMBIE, 


No-  79. 
Mr.  Ahereromhie  to  Viscatrnt  PaiMerstonr^^Aeeei^fed  Mureh  13.) 
My  Lord,  Fhrenee,  2nd  March,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  His  Excellency  Count 
Fossombroni,  Monsieur  le  Chevalier  Belloeq,  and  myself,  having  this  mcHrning 
assembled  together  at  the  Foreign  Office,  we  proceeded  to  exchange  the  sevenu 
Ratifications  feigned  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  on  the  one  part, 
and  by  His  Imperial  and  Royal  H^hness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tucany  on  the  other 
part,  of  the  Convention,  signed  at  Florence  on  the  24th  November,  1837,  by  which 
His  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness  the  Grand  I>uke  of  Tuscany  accedes  to  twa. 
Conventions  between  the  Courts  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  concluded  at  Paris 
on  the  30th  of  November,  1831,  and  on  the  22nd  March,  1833,  for  the  more  effec- 
tual suppression  of  the  traffic  in  slaves. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship,  the  Rati-^ 
fications  of  His  Imperi&d  and  Royal  Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  of  the 
above-mentioned  Convention  ;  as  well  as  the  eertificate  of  the  said  e&change  hav- 
mg  taken  place  this  day>  in  the  usual  form. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ft.  ABURCROMSIE. 

The  Right  Hm.  Viscmtit  Pabnerstm,  G.G.B. 
S(c.  ^.  ^^. 
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-No.  BO. 
Mr.  Canning  to  discount  Palm€rMton.^(Reeeived  Fehruaty  12.) 
My  Lord,  Hamburgh,  6«A  Febfuary,  1838. 

It  appewB  that  the  M^retemtB  and  Ship*Owners  of  the  Hanse  Towns^  but 
particulaily  those  of  Bremen,  have  shown  some  anxiety,  lest  the  conditions  of  Afe 
6th  Article  of  the  Slave  Trade  Accession  Treaty  shoiild  expose  their  vessels  fitted 
up  for  carrying  firee  emigrants,  to  capture  or  detention,  on  their  return  voyages, 
under  a  suspicion  of  being  intended  to  carry  slaves ;  and  the  Senates,  desirous  of 
being  able  to  quiet  this  anxiety,  by  being  permitted  to  make  public  the  explana- 
tfon  on  the  point,  which  took  place  between  the  Plenipotentiaries  previous  to  sign- 
ing the  Treaty,  have  proposed  that  a  Declaratory  rrotocol,  in  the  form  of  the 
enclosed  Draft,  shall  be  signed  by  the  HenipoCentiaries  who  signed  the  IVeaty, 
and  be  made  public.  And  the  Senates  propose,  also,  that  they  may  be  at  liberty 
to  give  to  the  Masters  of  the  Hanseatic  vessels,  canying  out  Passengers,  a  Cer- 
tificate in  the  form,  and  to  the  effect,  of  the  Draft  enclosed. 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  Lordship's  consideration  these  proposed  documents, 
and  I  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  honour  me  with  your  instructions,  whether 
I  am  to  accede  or  object  to  them. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  HENRY  CANNING. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  Sf€.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  80. 


Protocole  de  Negodaiions  iervani  a  interpriter  P Article  6  de  la  Convention  Supplimentaire  du  22 

Mars,  1883,  mr  la  traitk  &  sjmqr  P^^  ^^^  Flini^otentiaires  de  LL,  Majesth  le  Roi  de  Grande 

Bretagne  et  d^Irlande,  le  Roiaei  Framais  et  le  Plenipoteniiaire  des  Vilks  Anskatiques,  ngnataires 

du  traits  d*accession  de  ces  demieres, 

Le  commerce  des  Yilles  Ans^atiques  ayant  exprimtS  la  crainte  que  I'Article  6  de  la  Convea- 
tion  Suppymentaire  du  22  Mars,  1833,  en  ^numf^ant  les  objets  qui  (^tablissent  une  pr^somption  legale 
da  dtSlit  de  la  traittS,  pourrait  compromettre  des  b&timens  employ^  au  transport  de  colons  libres,  et  le 
PliSnipotentiaire  des  Villes  AnacSatiques,  h  i'effet  de  dtStruire  cette  crainte,  ayant  dans  le  courant  de  la 
n^ociation  propose  d'inst^rer  au  trait<$  d'accession  Tarticle  suivant : — 

*^  Les  objets  sp^ifi^  h.  FArticle  6  de  la  Convention  Supplimentaire  du  22  Mars,  1833,  comme 
justifiant  la  pr^somption  de  plein  droit,  k  moins  de  preuve  contraire,  d'un  d^lit  oontre  Tabolition  de  la. 
traite,  pouvant  se  trouver  k  bord  de  navirea  nolistb  pour  le  transport  d'^migr^  libres,  11  est  expresses 
ment  stipule  que  la  ceititude  d'un  pareil  eroploi,  constatife  par  les  papiers  d'un  bd,timent  de  commerce 
sous  pavilion  de  Lubeck,  de  Br^me,  et  de  Hambourg,  vis^  par  les  Consuls  ou  Agens  Consulaires  des 
Parties  Contractantes  r<Ssidant  au  port  de  destination,  s'il  y  en  a,  de  Tun  d'eux,  ou  Tautoritt^  locale,  k 
moins  d'indices  moins  ^uivoques,  sera  censi^e  d«^uire  la  dite  pr^mption." 

Les  Pynipotentiaires  de  LL.  Mijesttb  le  Roi  de  Chrande  Bretagne  et  d'Irlande  et  le  Roi  des 
Fran^ais  ont  motiv^  le  refus  d'ins^rer  cet  article,  par  le  pr^texte  qu'il  suggc^rerait,  tant  aux  personnes 
faisant  la  traite  qu'aux  autorit^  locales  des  pays  oil  elle  se  faite,etparla  conviction  de  leurs  Gouveme- 
mens  que  des  batimens  destin^  k  transporter  des  (Imigr^  libres  d'un  port  des  Villes  Ans^tiques  ne 
conrralent  jamais  le  moindre  risque  de  voir  leur  voyage  interrompu  par  quelque  croiseur  employ^  k  la 
suppression  de  la  traite. 

Le  pynipotentiaire  des  Yilles  Ans&tiques,  sur  la  foi  de  cette  conviction,  que  des  b&timens  Ans^* 
tiques,  transportant  de  colons  libres  ne  se  trouveraient  expos(fs  aux  molestations  de  croiseurs  employ^ 
k  la  suppression  de  la  trait^  ni  avant  ni  apr^s  avoir  atteint  le  port  de  leur  destination,  a  consent!  k  ce 
que  Tarticle  propose  ne  fut  pas  ins^^  au  traitfl  d'acces^on.  II  a  toutefois  communique  aux  Pltknpo* 
teutiaires  de  LL.  Majest^s  le  Roi  de  Grande  Bretagne  et  d'Irlande  et  le  Roi  des  Franfais  le  module 
d*un  Certificat  annex^  k  ce  Protocole,  par  lequel  les  S^nats,  sur  la  demande  des  armateurs  qui  offriront 
de  garanti^  snffisantes,  adresseront  aux  commandans  des  navires  croisant  pour  supprimer  la  traits 
det  noirs  la  inquisition  de  laisser  Hbrement  passer  les  navires  destin^  k  transporter  des  passagers  libres. 

Les  Plenipotentiaires  signatures  du  'traitcS  d*accession  des  Villes  Ans^tkjues,  afin  d'assnrer  k 
FArticle  6  Finterpr^tation  conforme  au  d<$sirs,  aux  intentions,  et  aux  convictions  de  leurs  Gouvernemens, 
ont  appose  au  present  Protocole  leur  signature  et  le  cachet  de  leurs  armes. 
Fait  k  Hambourg,  ce 
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Artick  SupplSmeniaire. 

Le  St^nat  de  la  Ville  Libre  et  Aas&ttique  de  fait  savoir  par  ces  pn^ntes  que,  deyani  les 

fi^nateurs  et  Churdes  de  Sceaux,  Monsieur  N.  N.  et  Monsieur  N.  N.,  a  compani  en  personne  N.  N., 
armateur  du  navire  ,  nomm^  N.N.,  lequel,  apr^  avoir  pr^t^  serment,  a  dedar^ — 

I.  Que  le  dit  navire  commandf^  par  N.  N.»  ayant  h  hard  environ  passagers,  va  partir  k  la 
destination  de                       ,  et  qu'il  a  M  poonru  k  cet  effet : — 

1.  D'<k:outilles  en  treillis. 

2.  De  compartemens  et  de  cabanes  pour  le  transport  des  dits  passagers  dans  I'entrepont  on  sur 
le  tillac. 

3.  Des  planches  en  rtSserve  requires  k  cet  effet,  et, 

4.  Des  provisions  d'eaa«  de  banriques  k  eau,  de  garnelles,  bidons,  cbandi^res  en  cuivre  on  en 
fer,  et  d'autres  utensils  de  cuisine;  ainsi  que  de  riz  et  autres  provisions  de  bouche  n^cessaires 
k  la  nourrituredes  dits  passagers. 

II.  Qu'il  est  possiUe  que  le  susdit  navire,  apr^  son  arriv^  k  \  port  de  sa  destination,  lasse 
voile  pour  gardant  k  bord  une  partie  des  dits  objets,  qui  auront  servi  an  transport  des  dits 
passagers,  savoir :  •  •  •  .  •  •  Et  le  susdit  armateur  ayant  donni^  des  nranties  suffisantes^ 
que  les  objets  ci-dessus  mentionuib  ne  seront  employ^  ni  k  d'autres  usages  ni  a  la  traite  des  noir* 
en  particulier,  le  S^oat  requiert  tous  les  oommandans  des  navires  croisant  pour  supprimer  la  tnufe 
des  noirs  de  laisser  librement  passer  le  susdit  navire  comme  nullement  suspect. 

£n  foi  de  quoi  le  prcisent  certificat  a  ^t^  munidu  grand  sceau  d'etat  et  de  la  signature  de  Mouieur 
le  PnSsident  du  S^oat  ,  le 
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No.  81. 

Lieutenant'Cohnef  Campbell  to  Viscount  Palmerstan, — {Ree.  Jan.  7, 18380 
(Extract.) 

Caipo,  Ut  JDecmber,  1837. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  that  having  learned  that  the 
Pacha's  troops  in  the  interior  of  Africa,  Nubia,  Dongola,  &c.,  had  been  employed 
in  collecting  slaves,  and  that  they  had  even  received  their  pay  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  those  slaves,  I  deemed  it  my  imperative  duty  to  lose  no  time  in  bringing 
the  subject  under  the  serious  notice  of  His  Highness  the  Viceroy. 

Dr.  fiovrring  had  in  the  meantime  seen  Dr.  Holroyd,  who  had  lately  come  from 
the  above  countries^  and  who  had  communicated  the  above  facts  to  him ;  and  not  a 
doubt  therefore  existed  of  the  authenticity  of  these  facts. 

Dr.  Bowring,  who  had  been  extremely  active  in  collecting  details  on  the  subject, 
and  which  he  had  communicated  to  me,  agreed  to  accompany  me  to  the  Pacha,  in 
order  to  support  my  arguments  and  wishes  on  this  occasion. 

On  the  evening  of  yesterday,  Dr.  Bo  wring  and  myself  waited  on  the  Pacha ;  and, 
after  some  general  conversation,  I  proceeded  to  state,  that  I  had  to  make  a  com- 
munication to  His  Highness,  but  not  in  my  official  capacity,  and  to  which  I  begged 
to  call  his  very  serious  attention,  as  involving  a  subject  on  which  the  people  of 
England  were  peculiarly  susceptible ;  that  I  bad  long  heard  rumours  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  had  not  been  vrilling  to  mention  it,  until  I  had  obtained  such  evidence  and 
details  as  convinced  me ;  that,  imless  I  took  the  occasion  in  this  friendly  and  un- 
official wny  to  introduce  the  topic,  I  would  ere  long  be  compelled  to  do  it  officially, 
and  which  I  earnestly  desired  to  avoid. 

That  statements  had  gone  home  to  the  Government  and  the  people  of  England, 
from  eye-witnesses,  that  slave-hunts  (gazoua)  had  been  carried  on  by  the  officers 
and  the  troops  of  the  Pacha  ;  that  large  numbers  of  negi'oes  had  been  taken,  and 
had  been  distributed  among  the  soldiers,  in  liquidation  of  the  arrears  of  their  pay ; 
that  on  one  occasion  the  gazoua  had  collected^  2,700  slaves,  of  whom  250  had  been 
forced  among  the  ranks  of  his  army,  and  the  remainder  had  been  divided  among 
the  officers  and  soldiery  at  fixed  prices,  according  to  the  state  of  their  arrears. 

His  Highness  listened  with  great  attention  to  the  statement  He  said  that  he 
was  aware,  that  his  officers  had  carried  on  the  Slave-Trade  for  their  own  account,  a 
conduct  of  which  he  by  no  means  approved,  but  he  had  not  heard,  and  could  not 
believe,  that  his  army  had  been  employed  in  slave-hunts  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging the  arrears  of  pay ;  and,  inasmuch  as  to  no  one  soldier  was  the  value  of 
a  slave  due  in  arrears,  he  did  not  see  how  the  division  could  take  place  among  the 
soldiers.  He  was  very  willing  to  have  the  whole  matter  investigated ;  and,  if  I 
liked  to  nominate  any  individual,  even  the  individual  who  had  given  the  information. 
His  Highness  would  nominate  another,  would  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  journey ; 
and,  if  matters  were  found  as  stated,  the  grievance  should  be  remedied. 

Dr.  Bowring  and  I  answered,  that,  as  to  the  existence  of  the  grievance,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  whatever,  as  we  had  obtained  the  most  detailed  statements ;  that 
it  was  true  the  value  of  a  slave  was  more  than  was  due  to  any  one  soldier,  but  l^t 
certain  numbers  of  slaves  were  given  to  a  certain  body  of  soldiers,  who  made  the 
distribution  among  themselves  ot  the  proceeds  of  the  sales. 

That,  as  the  statement  of  these  facts  had  already  gone  to  England,  it  was  of  the 
highest  importance,  that  some  docxmtient  should  be  immediately  issued  by  His 
Highness,  ordering  peremptorily  that  these  proceedings  should  be  discontinued ; 
and  I  expressed  my  hope,  that  I  should  be  enabled  to  send  such  a  document  to  Lord 
Palmerston  by  the  present  packet,  in  order  to  enable  his  Lordship,  should  the  ques- 
tion be  brought  before  Parliament,  to  state  the  kind  and  benevolent  view  which  His 
Highness  had  taken  of  the  question. 

The  Viceroy  said  that  the  order  should  be  prepared  that  very  evening,  and  the 
translation  sent  to  me  the  next  day. 
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In  the  couTBe  of  the  conversation  His  Highness  said^  that  he  was  unfavourahle  to 
slavery  itself,  and  desired  its  abolition,  little  by  little,  but  that  the  usages  and  preju- 
dices of  the  people  w^re  ^i^eat  obstacles  in  his  way. 

Dr.  Bownng  assured  hiin,  that  nothing  would  be  more  likely  to  interest  the 
Government  am  the  people  of  KngUari  thaa  any  steps  he  mifflit  take  towards 
advancing  this  great  end.  That  h»  neighbour,  the  Imaiun  of  Muscat,  a  Mussul- 
man prince,  had,  at  a  large  annual  sacrifice,  put  an  end  to  the  Slave-Trade  in  Ins 
dominions. 

His  Highness  said  he  had  a  great  ragwd  for  the  Imaun  of  Muscat ;  he  was  an 
exoelleat  and  a^^lever  man,  and  he  more  than  once  repeated  the  high  estimation  in 
which  he  held  him. 

1  then  mentioned  that  I  had  ascertained  that  several  Frenchmen^  amooff  whom 
were  JttesoHi.  Vitikxt-and  XliS>aud,  bad  been  canning  on  ihe  Slave-Trade  lor  their 
own  account,  and  that  I  diould  think  it  mj  duty  to  report  them  to  their  own  Con- 
wil-Gencral.  ♦  *  .  *         .       *  *  * 

His  Ifighness  stated  that  he  had  never  sanctioned,  nor  allowed  SiM^ffoem  io  he 
concerned  in  the  Slave-Trade. 

His  Highness  said,  that  he  was  obliged  to  us  for  having  brought  the  sul^ect  be- 
fore him,  and  was  glad  on  this,  as  on  every  occasion,  to  do  anytmng  that  would  be 
satisfactory  to  the  British  Government,  whose  good  opinion  he  valued. 

♦  4^  #  *  4t  #  ♦ 

I  shall  bring  the  case  of  Monsiem*  Visi^re  and  Monsieur  Thibaud  without  loss 
of  time  before  Monsieur  Cochelet,  ihe  Consul- General  of  France,  who  is  now  on 
his  way  from  Alexandria  to  this  place. 

I  have  also  heard  that  some  foreigners  of  other  nations  are  engaged  in  the  same 
traffic ;  and,  as  soon  as  I  can  ascertain  their  names  and  more  conclusive  facte,  I 
shall  submit  them  to  their  respective  Consuls-General  in  Egypt.  I  am,  however, 
happy  to  say,  that  not  one  British  subject  is  known  to  be  engaged  in  this  nefarious 
commerce. 

Ardn  Bey,  the  interpreter  of  the  Pacha,  has  just  sent  to  me  a  letter,  a  copy  of 
whidi  I  hftve  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship,  wherein  he  transmits  to  me 
the  order  of  the  Viceroy  to  Kourchid  Facha,  the  Governor  of  Sennaar,  and  to  ihd 
last,paragraph  of  which  J  request  to  call  your  Lordship's  att«]ttion,  as  the  Vrndm 
there  says,  that,  even  if  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade  should  require  sacrifices  on 
his  part,  he  will  be  ready  to  niake  them. 

I  shall  not  fSEul  to  avail  myself  of  this  Bedaration  of  His  Highness,  when  a  fixture 
occasion  fiball  require  it. 


Enclorare  in  No.  SI. 
Jrtin  Bey  to  Colonel  Oampbett. 


Monsieur  lb  Colonbl,  Cofre,  le  1^  A^om^,  1W7. 

J'ai  numneur  de  yarn  adirmser  cMackia  la  tmdkietioa  de  lettre  de  son  AltasBe 
o#r«Bs<te  am  Ctonvemwi  dt  Sennsr,  pour  maltre  ftn  an  sysi&sie  da  payment  de  tea  tioapea 


San  Altease  me  charge,  en  vons  traoflmitlant  la  traduction  de  sa  lettre,  de  voua  t^oigtter  Mole  sa 
MtiaiactioD,  aiasi  qa'it  M.  le  Docteur  Bownng,  poar  la  ixnittf  qae  voias  tfves  eoe  de  coiatribimrA  im 
diit qiri  manire  votie  amitu^  ponreBe. 

i%9am  cette  ciaooastanos,  ^. 

(Sign^)        arun  bet, 

Secnftairelnterprto  de  S.JL 

Tiaadatkia* 
fltoNgnstm  ins  CoLmnx,  Om^o^  M  JkitetAt^^  18tV. 

I  Ha^s  tbe  hommr  to  enclose  to  jaa  berewitlh  tbe  translatioii  of  a  letter  m\Mk  Wk  HigliMft, 
mymaeler,  has  addreaaad  to  te  Gowmor  of  Senaaar,  hi  owler  to  pat  aa  cad  to  ti»  ayitom  ofygl^g 
his  troops  with  slaTes. 

Hit  Hifi^weiB  chai;ge8  ma,  ia  transmitting  the  translation  of  his  letter,  to  tesQiy  to  vou  and  to  Dr. 
B«wring  his  satisfaction  at  the  goodness  with  whidi  youlucve  oontribnted  to  toi  iRil  wUdk  itoWb^ow 
Mend^ip  towards  Efo  Kighness. 
I  «eifle  Hie  «ocanon,  ^. 

(Signed)  JUEtTIN  BE¥» 

Ii^ktffeterioB.U' 
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'  Sub-Enclosure  in  No.  8 1 . 

Traduction  de  la  Lettre  dt  S.  A,  R.  U  Vieeroi  d^Egypte  ei  DSpendances,  adressie  au  Gouvemeur  de 
Sennaar,  Kowohid  PaohOp  en  date  du  ler  December^  1837. 

Lb  CoQsul-G^i^l  et  Agent  do  Stt  Mi^stc^  Britajinique,  le  Colonel  Campbell,  et  Phonorable 
Monsieur  le  Docteur  Bowring,  in'ont  entretenu  d*aii  recit  qu'uo  voyao^eur  leur  a  fait,  que  !«&  troupes 
sous  voire  commandement  re^oivent  pour  leur  solde  des  esclav^ 

Je  savais  que  des  esclaves  n*auraient  pas  d4-6tre  distribu<Ss  aux  soldats,  cependant  que  lesofficiers 
pourraient  les  acheter  et  les  envoyer  au  Caire  pour  leur  profit ;  et  e'est  cela  que  j'aurais  cm  naturelle*- 
meat  le  stijet  de  leur  convei«etion«  t'lte  nm  m'eAMot  pas  asMHifrd'uae  maui^re  positive,  que  Don  seule- 
ment  les  officiers  achetaient  des  eoelims  k-lsiir  eomf^  roais  i|iie  leurs  appointmena,  ainsi  que  la  sakle 
des  soldats  se  donnaient  en  esclaves. 

Si  c'est  ainsi,  il  &ut  savoir  qu'il  est  contraire  k  mes  vues,  et  qu'il  m'est  tr&s  dtbhonorant  pr^s  toutes 
ks  personnes  civilis^,  et  sortout  ptha  le  Cioumutintul  Aiig;Ms,  entre  lequel  et  le  mien  il  existe  une 
r^ation  amicale.  Par  cons^uent  je  votis  cidonne,  que  vous  abAtenies  dor^avant  de  solder  avec  des 
esclaves  mes  officiers,  soldats,  et  autres  emplof^.  Sachez,  que  je  ne  veux  pas  tir^  profit  d'un 
commerce  qui  ne  me  fait  point  d*honnear ;  et  quand  m6me  son  abqlition  exigeratt  de  ma  part  quelques 
sacrifices,  je  serai  pr^  k  les  essuyeK.  £t  faites-moi  connatire  les  cixconstances  d^taillt^s  de  motifs  qui 
ont  donn^  lien  an  r^it  du  dit  voyageur  Anglais. 

^  Translation. 

Ttmuiatimjf  the  Ldkr  •f  Bia  Bi^hnem  ike  Vteergf  ef  Bg/ffl  and  U9  Depmnienciet^  oMresmlto 
thu  Governor  ofSennaar,  Kourehid  Pacha,  under  date  cftheistof  Deeember^  1837. 

CoLomBL  CampbelU  A^eat  wad  Coasnl-GeBeni  of  Her  Britaanie  Miyesty,  asd  the  hoaoavafab 
gantknaa  Dr.  Bowring,  have  spoken  to  me  of  a  report  made  to  them  by  an  Eiiglisb  traveU«r,  to  iba 
effect  that  the  troops  under  your  command  receive  slaves  for  their  pay. 

I  knew  that  slaves  should  not  have  been  distributed  to  the  soldiers,  but  diat  the  officers  could  buy 
them,  and  send  them  to  Cam  for  their  own  profit ;  and  it  was  of  this  latter  fact  that  I  should  natu* 
rally  have  believed  that  these  gentlemen  spoke,  had  they  not  assured  me  positively^  that  nol  only  did 
the  oflScers  buy  slaves  for  their  own  profit,  but  that  their  appointments  and  the  wages  of  the  soldiers 
were  paid  in  slaves. 

If  Uiis  be  so,  be  it  known  that  it  is  contrary  to  my  wishes,  and  that  it  tends  to  dishonour  me  in  the 
sight  of  all  civilized  people,  and  above  aH  wA  the  English  Otwetumeni,  between  which  and  my  own 
firiendly  relations  exist. 

I  accordingly  command  you  to  abstain  for  the  fixture  from  paying  my  ofiicers,  soldiers,  and  other 
employees  witb  slaves.  Know,  that  I  do  not  wish  to  derive  profit  ^om  a  traffic  which  does  me  no 
honour ;  and  that  even  if  its  abdi&m  shall  require  some  sacrifices  on  tiij  part,  I  am  ready  to  make 
them.  Xiet  me  also  be  informed  ia  detail  of  the  no^vea  wlaeh  have  given  occasion  for  the  neport  of 
the  above-mentioned  English  traveller. 


No.  82. 

Vieccunt  Palmerstan  to  Colonel  Campbell. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  17th  January,  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  your  Despatch  of  the  1st 
ultimo,  upon  the  subject  of  a  traffic  in  slaves,  carried  on  by  the  Pacha's  troops  in 
tie  interior  of  Africa ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  fully  approve  of  your 
having  brought  this  question  before  the  Pacha. 

With  respect  to  the  Directions  which,  in  consequence  of  your  representations, 
were  issued  to  the  Governor  of  Sennaar,  to  abstain  in  future  from  paying  the 
officers,  soldiers,  and  others  with  slaves,  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  assure  the  Pacha,, 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  fully  appreciates  the  humane  and  generous  feeling,, 
which  have  prompted,  on  his  part,  an  order  which  does  him  so  much  honour. 

I  however  observe,  that  this  order,  apparently,  still  permits  the  officers  of  the 
Pacha's  army  to  levy  or  seize  slaves,  and  to  send  them  to  Cairo  for  sale. 

You  will,  therefore,  take  the  same  occasion  to  submit  to  his  Highnes  that  it 
would  tend  to  raise  the  character  of  his  army  in  the  estimation  of  other  countries, 
and  to  render  the  presence  of  his  troops  less  oppressive  and  irksome  to  the  popula- 
tion of  the  districts  in  which  they  may  happen  to  be  stationed^  if  he  was  abso- 
lutely to  forbid  any  officer  in  his  service  from  dealing  in  any  way  whatever  in 
the  trade  in  slaves. 

I  have  communicated  to  the  French  Ambassador  the  statements  contained  in 
your  Despatch,  as  to  the  traffic  in  slaves,  which  is  alleged  to  be  carried  on  in 
Eastern  Africa,  by  subjects  of  France,  resident  at  Cairo. 

I  am,  &c. 
Lieut.  Colonel  CdmpbeU,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.    Sfc.    Sfc. 
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UNITED  STATES, 


No.  83. 

Viscount  PaJmerston  to  Mr.  Foa:. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  Fehrmry  13/*,  1838. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  communication  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  the  Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the 
Havana,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  in  the  month  of  November  last  an  American 
schooner  sailed  from  the  Havana  for  the  Cape  de  Verd,  being  entered  outwards 
in  the  names  of  the  great  slave  dealers,  Pedro  Martinez  and  Company. 

I  have,  &c. 
H.  S.  Foa^.,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON.    ^ 

^c.    Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  83. 

Havana  Commissioners^  November  30, 1837. 
(See  Class  A.  of  this  Series,  No.  30.) 
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MEXICO- 


No.  84. 

Vucount  Palmerstan  to  Mr.  Ashburnham. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  February  15«A,  1838- 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatches  marked  "  Slave  Trade,"  to  that  of  thtt 
7th  of  November  last.  • 

Her  Majesty's  Grovernment  have  learnt  with  much  regret,  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  appointed  to  examine  the  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  signed  by  Mr.  Pakenham  on  the  16th  of  April,  1837,  has  recommended 
the  Chamber  to  refuse  to  ratify  this  Treaty,  and  to  propose  that  the  Government 
should  enter  into  f5resh  negotiations,  and  should  conclude  another  Treaty  for  tl^ 
object  above  mentioned. 

Should  the  Chamber  act  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  and  refuse 
to  ratify  the  Treaty  upon  the  grounds  given  in  the  Report  which  you  inclose  in 
your  Despatch,  you  will  state,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  ready  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Mexican  Republic  upon  some  points,  and  tp  exempt  from 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  search,  the  Mediterranean  and  other  Seas  excepted  in 
the  Spanish  Treaty ;  and  are  willing,  besides,  not  to  require  the  Mexicans  to  em- 
ploy any  cruizers  for  the  next  8  years,  if  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  them  to  do 
80  before  that  time :  and  if  the  Mexican  Government  think  that  these  modificar- 
tions  of  the  4th  Article  would  ensure  the  acceptance  of  the  Treaty  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, you  are  hereby  empowered  to  conclude  two  additional  Articles  to  the  Treaty, 
containing  stipulations  accordingly. 

With  regard,  however,  to  any  proposal  which  the  Mexican  Government  mqr 
make  for  adopting  the  Provisions  of  the  French  Treaty,  and  for  giving  up  slave- 
ships  and  their  cargoes  to  be  tried  by  Mexican  Tribunals,  j  ou  will  observe  that 
such  a  measure  would  be  highly  inexpedient ;  because,  if  a  slaver  under  Mexican 
colours  were  taken  oflf  the  Coast  of  Africa,  to  send  the  ship  and  slaves  all  the 
way  to  Mexico,  would  be  to  doom  many  of  the  negroes  to  certain  death,  and 
all  of  them  to  the  most  severe  suflferings  during  so  long  a  voyage. 

With  regard  to  the  inutility  of  Certificates  of  emancipation,  if  that  point  is 
pressed  by  the  Mexican  Minister,  you  may  observe  that  slavery  is  as  mudi 
abolished  in  the  British  as  in  the  Mexican  Dominions,  and,  that  as  the  Britidi 
Government  have,  nevertheless,  no  objection  to  give  such  Ceilifiates,  there  seems 
to  be  no  reason  why  the  Mexican  Government  should  object  to  such  a  stipulation, 
in  regard  to  negroes  set  free  in  the  Mexican  Territory  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Treaty. 

I  am,  &c. 
Charles  Ashburnhanij  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fc.       ^c.  8fc. 
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CHILL 


No.  85. 
Hon.  John  Tf^alpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  January  26,  1838.) 
My  Lord>  Santiago,  2nd  September,  1837. 

I  HATE  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Xx>rd8hip  with  the  progress  of 
the  negociation  which  I  have  been  authorized  by  your  Lordship  to  undertake,  for  the 
conclusion  of  a  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  this  State  for  the  Abolition 
of  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  alterations  in  the  Preamble  and  in  the  1st  Article  have  been  made  merely 
with  a  view  to  adopt  them  to  the  actual  situation  of  this  State^  in  regard  to  Slavery 
and  to  the  Slave  Trade ;  every  vestige  of  that  commerce  having  been  extirpated 
Ibroughout  the  territories  of  this  Republic  at  the  period  of  its  hrst  declaration  of 
Independence  of  the  Mother  Country,  and  its  total  abolition  recognised  and  con- 
frmed  by  every  successive  Constitution. 

That  in  the  2nd  Article  has  been  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  affording  time  for 
the  acquisition,  previous  to  carrying  into  practice  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty,  of 
the  consent  of  the  Legislative  Body,  without  whose  approbation  any  Treaty,  even 
ratified  by  the  Executive  Power,  is  considered  as  null,  and  of  no  effect. 

To  these  alterations  I  can  anticipate  no  objection  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's 
Crovemment. 

Nor  do  I  apprehend  any  serious  obstacle  to  the  acceptance  of  the  2  additional 
Articles.  They  were  suggested  by  this  Consulate-General  as  a  more  convenient 
mode  of  expressing  the  intentions  of  this  Government,  and  preferable  to  an  altera- 
tion of  the  Articles  of  the  Draft  to  which  they  have  reference. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  Enclosure,  No.  2,  to  which  I  beg  to  refer  your  Lordship, 
that  these  additional  Articles  comprise  alone  a  declaration  of  the  wishes  of  tms 
Government  (desirous  to  assist  to  its  utmost  in  the  attainment  c^  the  benevolent 
objects  of  the  Treaty)  not  to  expose  itself  to  the  inconvenience  of  immediate  nomi- 
nation of  Members  to  the  Mixed  Courts,  or  of  increasing  the  expense  incidental 
to  such  appointments,  and  which,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  that  Enclosure,  it  eon- 
nders  unrequisite  to  establish  the  efficiency  of  these  Courts. 

Daring  an  audience  which  I  had  with  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  I  re- 
ferred his  Excellency  to  the  Art.  9  of  Annex  B.,  which  provides  for  the  temporary 
absence  of  any  Member  of  the  Mixed  Courts  appointed  by  either  of  the  contracting 
parties.  In  this  he  acquiesced ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  added  his  opinion,  that  tfl 
difficulties  would  be  more  effectually  removed  by  this  explicit  declaration  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Chilian  Government  to  abstain  for  the  present  from  any  active 
participation. 

In  the  Instructions  which  I  received  for  the  conduct  of  this  negociation,  there 
appears  to  be  confided  to  me  a  certain  discretionary  power,  to  admit  of  alterations 
for  the  future  consideration  and  approval  of  his  Majesty's  Government  It  is  in 
the  exercise  cf  that  discretion  that  I  have  now  acted ;  and  satisfied  as  I  am  tiurt 
the  absence  of  a  Chilian  Jud^e  or  Arbitrator,  on  the  terms  specified  in  the  first 
additional  Article,  is  calculated  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Treaty,  and  to  facili- 
tate its  practical  operation,  rather  than  to  diminish  the  one  or  impede  the  other^ 
-^convinced,  as  I  also  feel,  that  any  stipulation  which  may  create  a  demand  on  the 
finances  of  this  coxmtry,  however  certain  and  limited  in  its  amount, — ^will  tend 
materially  to  defeat  the  object  to  be  attained,  and  to  postpone  for  a  lengthened 
period  the  satisfactory  termination  of  this  de^able  work,  1  have  not  hesitated  to 
accept  the  proposition  of  the  Minister,  subject  always  for  the  approbation  of  his 
Majesty's  uovemment. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  WALPOLE. 

The  Right  Hon.  discount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
^c.  Sfc.  8fc. 
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No.  86. 
Viscount  Palmerstan  to  the  Hon.  J.  fFalpole. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office^  23rd  April  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  yotir  Despatch,  Slave  Trade,  of  the  2nd  of  September, 
1837,  coDtainu)g  an  account  of  your  negoelations  with  the  Government  of  Chile^ 
for  a  Treaty  for  the  Suppression  of  Slave  Trade. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  agree  to  the  alterations  proposed  by  the  Chilian 
Government  in  the  Preamble,  and  in  Articles  1  and  2  of  the  Treaty. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  adopt  the  principles  contained  in  the  additional 
Articles,  Nos.  1  and  2,  proposed  by  the  Chilian  Government ;  but  eaiggest  an 
alteration  in  the  latter  part  of  Article  1,  in  order  to  establish  clearly,  that  the  sen- 
tences pronounced  by  British  Judges  and  Arbitrators,  in  the  absence  of  Chilka 
Judges  and  Arbitrators,  shall  have  the  same  validity,  as  if  Chilian  Commissioners 
had  been  appointed,  and  had  been  present  at  the  adjudication  of  the  cases. 

The  last  paragraph,  in  additional  Article  2,  should  be  omitted,  because  it  is 
ambiguous ;  and  that  Article  ought  to  remain,  as  originally  proposed  by  the  Chilian 
Government,  without  the  last  paragraph. 

A  few  words  should  be  added  at  the  end  of  Aildcle  10  of  the  Treaty,  to  render 
the  sense  and  intention  more  clear. 

Annex  C,  as  it  stands  in  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  should 
be  substituted  for  Annex  C,  as  originally  proposed  to  the  Chilian  Government, 
because,  by  the  Spanish  Annex,  the  negroes  emancipated  will  be  left  to  the  care 
of  the  British  Government. 

I  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  Treaty  altered  accordingly,  and  I  also  send  you  a  full 
power  to  enable  you  to  conclude  and  sign. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  approve  of  your  zeal  and  conduct  in  the  negociation 
of  this  Treaty. 

I  am^  &c 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

The  Hon.  J.  fFalpole, 

Sfc.      8fc.      ^e. 
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MONTE  VIDEO. 


No.  87. 

Mr.  Hood  to  Vuc&ufU  Palmerston. — (Received  Jan.  31,  1838.) 

My  Lord,  MatUe  Video,  29/A  September,  1837. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  circular  Despatch  of  the  27th 
of  January,  enclosing  a  Decree  which  had  been  issued  by  Her  JVfajesty  the  Queen 
rfPortugal,  on  the  lOth  of  December  last,  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade  throughout 
ibe  Portuguese  dominions. 

I  cannot  but  regret,  that  it  should  be  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  Lorcbhip's  notice 
so  speedily  after  the  promulgation  of  that  benevolent  and  magnanimous  act,  how 
little  either  the  letter  or  spirit  of  that  Decree  appear  to  be  observed  by  the  Autbo-r 
rities  of  Her  Majesty  in  her  possessions  on  the  CH>ast  of  Africa. 

The  vessel  '' nrilhante,'*  M.  M.  de  Santa  Barbara  master ;  ike  Dom  Manoel  de 
Portugal,  — —  Negrao  master;  Assekeira,  Joaquin  Pedro  Fcrrara, master ;  and 
the  Fiorinda  de  Africa^  Ernesto  J.  de  Mello,  master;  all  under  the  Portumwse 
flag,  arrived  in  this  between  the  17th  and  20th  instant,  after  landing  their  slaves 
on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  but  purporting  to  be  in  ballast  from  the  coast  of  Africa. 
None  of  these  vessels  have  Portuguese  Registers,  nor  are  they  of  Portuguese  origin ; 
they  are,  I  believe,  all  Brazilian  vessels  which  have  been  put  under  the  Portuguese 
flag- at  places  out  of  Poi-tugal :  the  "  Brilhante''  being  nationalized  by  the  Mission 
at  Kio  de  Janeiro  in  1835,  and  the  others  subsequently  by  the  Portuguese  Antilio- 
rities  on  the  Coast  of  Africa. 

The  declared  destination  of  those  vessels,  when  they  departed  from  Africa,  were 
as  follows : — ^The  "  BriUiante  took  her  clearance  from  Mosambique  in  June  last 
having  on  board  40  very  large  casks,  filled  with  water  for  ballast ;  bound,  asi  s 
stated  by  a  passport  granted  on  the  10th  of  June  by  Don  Antonio  Jose  de  Millo, 
the  Governor  of  that  colony,  for  Angola,  to  touch  at  Buenos  Ayres.  The  "  Dam 
Manoel  de  Portugal  cleared  from  Loamla  about  the  5th  of  August,  with  31  very 
large  casks  of  water,  as  ballast,  bound,  as  is  alleged,  by  a  passpoit  granted  on  the 
21st  of  July  by  the  Provisional  Governors  Villeia,  Contimio,  and  Lolla,  for  Mo- 
sambique, to  touch  at  Buenos  Ayres.  The  **  Fiorinda  de  Africa''  cleared  fi^m 
Loanda,  about  the  end  of  June,  with  a  passport,  signed  by  Villeia,  Continho,  and 
Lolla,  bound  for  Mosambique,  to  touch  at  Monte  Video ;  and  the  **  Asseiceira* 
sailed  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  with  a  passport  of  the  Portuguese  Legation,  dated  the 
16th  of  July,  with  a  small  cargo  of  things  suited  for  the  coast,  and  50  large  wafer 
casks  empty,  bound  for  the  Cape  de  Verds  and  the  coast  of  Alfrica. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  particularize  the  dates  of  these  vessels'  despatch,  and 
the  Authorities  who  had  granted  passports  to  tliem,  because  in  every  one  of  these 
cases,  both  as  respects  the  destination  and  the  number  and  size  of  the  water  casks 
on  board,  pretended  to  be  for  ballast,  there  is  evinced  in  my  belief,  a  systematic 
and  scandalous  violation  of  Her  Most  Faithful  Majesty's  humane  intention,  declared 
in  the  said  Decree. 

Your  Lordship's  attention  will,  no  doubt  be  attracted  to  the  very  extraordinary 
circumstance,  that  those  vessels  sailing,  as  they  pretend,  from  one  colony  in  Africa 
to  another  in  ballast,  should  find  it  their  interest,  not  one,  but  all,  to  cross  the  South 
Atlantic  Ocean, — a  distance  of  5000  miles, — to  touch  at  ports  in  tie  River  Plate  ; 
and  that  all  of  them  should  sail  again  from  hence,  also,  in  ballast,  not  in  the  com- 
pletion of  their  declared  voyage,  but  for  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  port  from  whence  they 
tad  all  departed  some  months  ago. 

Upon  the  an-ival  of  these  vessels,  I  waited  upon  Don  Leonardo  J.  Leitte  Acevedo, 
the  Portuffuese  Consul,  who,  I  have  great  pleasure  to  infonn  your  Lordship,  not 
only  afforded  me  every  information  in  nis  power,  but  exhibited  the  most  laudable 
and  praiseworthy  desire  of  rendering  effective  the  true  spirit  of  Her  Majesty's 
Decree,  by  forwarding  to  his  Government,  with  a  detailed  account,  all  the  original 
Documents  establishing  this  criminal  proceeding. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  SAMUEL  HOOD. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No.  88. 

Mr.  MandevUle  to  Fiscaunt  Palmer ston — {Received  Feb.  3,  1838.) 
(Extract.)  Buenos  Ayres^  Oct.  \Oth,  1837. 

Trusting  that,  by  these  concessions,  the  obstacles  on  the  part  of  the  Monte 
Videan  Government  were  now  overcome,  tibere  remained  now  only  those  which  the 
Monte  Videan  Minister  raises  against  making  a  Treaty  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  by  reason  of  the  inconveniences  and  the  expenses  which  its  fulfil- 
ment could  occasion,  through  the  want  of  a  national  maritime  force,  and  of  a  revenue 
sufl&cient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  officers  employed  in  the  Mixed  Commissions. 
I  assured  his  Excellency  that  these  difficulties  must  be  overcome,  for,  if  not,  all 
that  we  had  done;  and  all  that  we  might  do,  with  regard  to  the  conclusion  of  a 
Treaty  of  Commerce,  would  be  as  nothing:  and  I  begged  leave  to  repeat  to  his 
Excellency,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  truth,  that  the  ratification  of  the  latter  is 
made  dependent  upontiie  conclusion  of  the  former :  I  was  inclined  to  believe,  that 
your  Lordship  will  yield  in  some  points  where  expense  would  be  caused  to  the. 
Monte  Videan  Government  by  the  execution  of  certain  articles  concerning  the 
nomination  of  Commissioners  to  the  Mixed  Courts  of  Justice  to  be  established  for 
bringing  to  adjudication  the  vessels  which  may  be  detained  on  susnicion  of  being 
concerned  in  the  Slave  Trade;  but,  for  this,  a  reference  must  tte  had  to  England, 
for  I  am  bound  down  to  the  stipulatbns  laid  down  in  the  Draft  of  this  Treaty,  a 
copy  of  which  I  transmitted  witih  my  note :  that,  with  respect  to  the  alteration  of 
any  article  of  the  Treaty,  by  which  it  would  be  weakened  by  a  diminution  of  any 
of  the  pains  and  penalties  attached  to  the  infi-ingement  of  any  one  of  these  Ai-ticles 
or  of  the  annexes  to  the  Treaty,  I  was  certain  that  it  would  not  be  listened  to. 


No.  89. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  MandeviUe, 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  February  ^nd,  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  10th  of  October  last,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  negociation^  for  the  conclusion  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  between 
Great  Britain  and  Monte  Video  ;  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Tiade  for  its  opinion,  the  several  points  upon  which  the  Monte  Videan 
Minister  is  desirous  that  modifications  should  be  made. 

With  regard,  however,  to  the  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  it 
appears  that  the  principal  objections  raised  by  the  Monte  Videan  Government 
against  concluding  such  a  Treaty,  arise  out  of  the  inconveniences  and  expense 
which  its  fulfilment  would  occasion,  owing  to  the  want, — first,  of  a  national  mari- 
time force ;  and,  secondly,  of  a  revenue  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
officers  to  be  employed  in  the  Mixed  Commissions. 

In  order  to  obviate  the  first  of  these  objections,  I  authorize  you  to  propose  to 
insert  in  the  Treaty  a  stipulation,  relieving  the  Monte  Videan  Government  for  ten 
years  from  the  obligation  of  employing  any  cruizers,  unless  it  should  think  fit  to 
do  so  ;  and  placing  this  stipulation  on  the  ground,  that  the  Republic  has  not  a  suffi- 
cient naval  force. 

With  respect  to  the  expense  of  Mixed  Commissions,  you  may  suggest,  that  the 
Monte  Videan  Government  might,  perhaps,  appoint  one  of  the  Foreign  Commis- 
sioners, resident  at  Sierra  Leone,  to  act  as  Monte  Videan  Commissioner  in  the 
IMixed  Court  to  be  established  in  that  Colony ;  and  that,  at  Monte  Video  itself,  the 
Commission  would  not  be  very  expensive,  as  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  for  Monte 
Video,  which  would  only  be  occasional,  might  probably  be  performed  by  some 
public  officer,  receiving  a  salary  from  the  public. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

J.  H.  MandeviUe,  Esq, 

8fv.  Sfc.  Sfc 
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VENEZUELA. 


No.  90. 
Sir  R.  K.  Porter  to  Viscount  Palmerston. — (Received  July  16.) 
My  Lord,  Caracas,  May  ^th,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  and  gratification  of  transmitting  to  yotir  Lordship  the 
Treaty  on  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  condnded  betrreen  His  Majesty  and 
the  Republic  of  Venezuela,  consisting  of  thirteen  Articles,  and  an  Annex  crasist- 
ing  of  five  others,  which  were  duly  signed  by  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  on 
the  19th  of  the  present  month. 

The  Ratifications  are  to  be  exdianged  within  the  space  of  10  months  from  the 
date  thereof, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  KER  PORTER. 

2%e  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


No.  91. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  R.  K,  Porter. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  23rd,  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  your  Despatch  of  the  27th  rf 
May,  1837,  transmitting  a  Treaty  which  you  have  concluded  with  the  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs  of  Venezuela,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Her  Majesty  approves  your  zeal  and  diligence  in  bringing  this  negociation  to 
a  successful  conclusion  ;  and  I  am  commanded  to  instruct  you  to  state  to  the  Go 
vermnent  of  Venezuela,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  appreciates  highly  the 
example  which  that  State  has  set  to  its  neighbours  by  concluding  this  Treaty.  In 
making  this  communication,  you  will  state  the  wish  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  completing  this  beneficial  Act,  by  obtaining  the 
sanction  of  the  Venezuelan  Chambers  to  the  Treaty ;  and  you  will  say  that  the 
Treaty  will  be  ratified  by  Her  Majesty,  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  by  those  Cham- 
bers shall  have  been  received  in  London. 

I  have.  Sec. 
Sir  R.  K.  Porter.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.        Sfc. 
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PERU-BOLIVIA. 


No.  92. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Belford  WtUon. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  ZOth,  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  marked  **  Slave  Trade,"  of  the  22nd 
October,  1836. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  learn  with  pleasure,  that  the  Peru-Bolivian  Govern- 
ment have  expressed  their  readiness  to  negociate  a  Treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Peru-Bolivian  Confederation  for  the  entire  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade> 
and  that  they  are  willing  to  include  in  that  Treaty  a  stipulation  declaring,  that  the 
crime  of  slave  trade  shall  be  considered  and  treated  as  piracy. 

I  transmit  to  you  full  powers  to  enable  you  to  conclude  and  sign  such  a  Treaty. 

With  reference  to  your  desire  to  be  informed,  whether  you  may  assent  to  any 
modification  of  the  stipulations  relating  to  the  expenses  of  Mixed  G)urts,  and  to 
the  treatment  of  apprenticed  negroes,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  draft  of  two 
additional  Articles,  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  propose  to  the  Peru-Bolivian  Go- 
vernment ;  and  by  which  that  Government  will  be  relieved  from  the  necessity  of 
appointing  Conmiissioners,  and  &om  the  expense  of  maintaining  Courts  under  the 
Treaty. 

Stipulations  similar  to  these,  are,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Chilian 
Government,  to  be  annexed  to  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britam  and  Chili. 

You  will  observe  that  Annex  C,  as  it  stands  in  the  Treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain  on  Slave  Trade,  and  as  it  is  proposed  to  stand  in  the  Treaty  vnth  Chili, 
omits  all  mention  of  the  treatment  of  apprentices,  but  stipulates  that  the  liberated  , 
negroes  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  Government  to  which  the  cruizer  shall 
belong  which  captured  the  vessel  on  board  of  which  such  negroes  were  found. 
This  stipulation  will  virtually  place  the  liberated  negroes  under  the  charge  of  the 
British  Government,  and  will  thus,  it  is  hoped,  meet  the  objections  which  the 
Peru-Bolivian  Government  have  felt  to  the  stipulations  previously  proposed  to  it 
on  this  subject. 

For  greater  convenience,  and  in  order  to  prevent  all  mistakes,  I  transmit  to  you 
an  amended  Draft  of  the  whole  Treaty,  such  as  you  are  now  authorised  to  con- 
clude it  with  the  Peru-Bolivian  Confederation,  containing  Annex  C,  to  which  I 
have  just  referred,  and  including  also  an  amended  version  of  that  Stipulation  in 
Article  6  which  provides  for  the  condemnation  of  vessels  equipped  for  Slave 
Trade.  The  last-mentioned  Stipulation,  thus  altered,  is  better  calculated  for  its 
purpose  than  the  Stipulation  on  this  subject  which  was  originally  sent  out  to  you. 

I  see  no  reason,  from  the  tenor  of  your  Despatch,  to  anticipate  on  the  part  of  the 
Peru-Bolivian  Government  any  other  objections  to  the  terms  of  the  proposed 
Treaty  than  those  which  I  have  noticed  in  tliis  Despatch  ;  and  I  hope  that,  after 
the  concessions  which  you  are  now  authorised  to  make,  you  vrill  be  able  to  bring 
this  negociation  to  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  conclusion. 

Belford  Hinton  Wilson,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

^c.  Sfc. 


London:  Printed  by  W.  Clowbs  and  Sons,  Stamfofd  Street, 
For  Her  Majetty't  Stationerj  Oflks 
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